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China's Environmental Puzzle

It only took the Chinese government news agency Xinhua six days to track down Klaus Toepfer , the head of the United Nations Environmental Program.

      Xinhua was after Toepfer for a clarification to some remarks he made in Australia on July 15, where he was  attending a conference. Toepfer allegedly claimed China's aim of quadrupling the size of its economy over the next 20 years was environmentally unsustainable. He apparently added that the world did not have  enough resources to allow China's 1.3 billion population to become Western-style consumers. 

      Toepfer's remarks struck a raw nerve with the Chinese Communist Party, which appeared to interpret it as  implicit criticism that China's economic growth was a threat to the world's sustainable development.

      China's government is not usually prickly to discussions of its environmental policies. But it was obviously  sensitive enough to Toepfer's comments for Xinhua to be dispatched to find him, which it did in Nairobi on

      July 21. In the interview with Xinhua, Toepfer said he had been misinterpreted". He explained that what he  wanted to say was "much work needed to be done for developed countries to make environmentally friendly

      products trendy and mainstream". The headline carried on the Xinhua report was: "UNEP head dismisses  reports of China threat to world environment".

      It is, however, harder to argue with facts. China's energy demand grew by nearly one-fifth last year, lifting world growth in energy consumption to 2.6 per cent, well above the 10-year trend of 1.4 per cent, according to statistics compiled by British Petroleum.

      Last Thursday, the People's Daily newspaper published the "Chinese Communist Party's Program for Action for Sustainable Development in the Early 21st Century", which is one of the measures the country is taking

      to implement decisions made at the Johannesburg world summit on sustainable development last year. The program says China will reduce waste pollution by 10 per cent from the previous five years.

      The CCP has been late in combining environmental preservation with economic progress. It hasn't  emphasised those dual ambitions for the past two decades and still struggles to do so. Indeed the  environment and economics have rarely been best friends in the developed world, let alone the developing

      one, and it remains an enormous challenge to marry the two.

      Nevertheless, there are encouraging steps being taken in China. These include the use of more efficient resources such as liquefied natural gas and hydro-electric power rather than coal. China burns 50 million tonnes of coal to generate energy. The controversial Three Gorges Dam has been built to provide an

      alternative power source for electricity hungry consumers and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Despite   this, conservationists have still labelled the dam the "most environmentally and socially destructive project in

      the world" because it changes forever the natural flow of the Yangtze River and its ecosystem.

      Another example of China's environmental planning can be seen at the Shanghai Urban Planning Exhibition Centre. Here an enormous model displays what Shanghai will look like in two decades and the intention is for almost one-third of the city to be zoned green. A clean-up of the waste that has been discharged into  Shanghai's Huangpu River and Suzhou Creek is also under way.

      The CCP makes no bones about the environmental problems it faces. It admits that clean energy has a low share of China's total energy consumption and that serious wastage occurs in the exploitation of its natural resources. It concedes that the country's environmental pollution is serious, ecological deterioration has not been curbed and that its legislation on resource management and protecting the environment has been inadequate. Again, there has been some improvement, with the government sacking and fining government officials and companies on a monthly basis for pollution abuses. And at a recent meeting of the Communist  Youth League of China, protection of the environment was given much emphasis.

      China's good work and rhetoric are admirable but the point Toepfer perhaps was making, before he clarified his remarks, was that sustainable development has to be a politically driven process. Although it requires the

      co-operation and commitment of government, academics, business and society, ultimately the environmental wellbeing of China lies in the hands of its authoritarian government.

      The CCP holds "xiaokang", or moderate prosperity, as the country's ultimate goal. This means implementing economic measures such as developing a sound social security system, reducing unemployment and lifting

      the country out of poverty. However, unless it works harder towards integrating the environment within that overriding aim, China might find itself shooting itself in the foot.

      Environmental degradation could eventually hinder economic growth, endanger public health, place enormous  costs on an already inadequate medical system and even lead to social unrest.
______________________________________________________________

ENS

African Plants, Ivory, Reptiles Illegally Traded 
NAIROBI, Kenya, July 28, 2003 (ENS) – A boom in poached succulent plants is among the latest threats facing Africa’s rare and endangered wildlife, a meeting in Nairobi was told. Last week, delegates to the 6th Governing Council of the Lusaka Agreement heard that the protected plants are being illegally smuggled from Somalia into Kenya. They are then exported to Europe and North America as part of the illegal horticultural trade. 

Wildlife enforcement experts, government officials, wildlife groups and members of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) present at the meeting reviewed the outcome of a crackdown on illegal wildlife trade including ivory, animal trophies and skins as well as the trade in plants. 

They considered a report by the Lusaka Task Force which describes how over the past 12 months 25 python skins were seized in Nairobi after being smuggled out of Uganda. Other illegal wildlife and wildlife parts confiscated include ivory, weighing 45 kilograms (99 pounds) which was seized in the Bungoma region of Kenya. Two people are in custody in connection with that seizure. 

The Task Force, in conjunction with the Kenya National Bureau, also arrested an individual in Mombasa allegedly smuggling rare and endangered reptiles and amphibians in Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and southern Sudan. 

The Lusaka Task Force was established to support the Lusaka Agreement by training wardens, gathering intelligence on criminals, exchanging information between African countries and organizations including Interpol and the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). 

The Lusaka Agreement, known as the African Interpol for Wildlife, is a regional agreement under CITES which came into force in December 1996. The Task Force became operational in 1999. 

To date, the agreement has six governments that are party to it - Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Lesotho, Congo Brazzaville, and Zambia. South Africa and Rwanda sent observers to the Governing Council meeting. 

Clement Mwale, the intelligence officer for the Lusaka Agreement, said the illegal trade in plants from southern Somalia, appeared to be a new and potentially worrying phenomenon “involving sophisticated operators.” 

Mwale said they have evidence that the plants, dryland species resembling aloes with thick fleshy leaves and juicy succulent interiors, are being sold for ornamental and medicinal purposes. 

Mwale said they had traced the trade to a nursery in Europe and one in North America and were trying to unravel how the exporters had secured permits from Kenya. “It looks like a new, illegal trade, but it may have been operating for some time and we have only recently been alerted,” he said. 

Intelligence gathering has identified a number of illegal ivory trafficking routes in Congo Brazzaville which are to be further investigated. Henri Djombo, the Congo Brazzaville environment minister, said, “There is big trafficking of the wildlife and biodiversity of the Congo Basin in terms of plant materials, including timber and medicinal plants, and animal trophies involving illegal traders and officials.” 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, who helped broker the Lusaka Agreement, said, “We are dealing with theft of the biological resources of Africa. Currently there are six countries who are party to this agreement. I would call on more African countries to join so that this cross-border illegal trade can be more effectively countered." 

More funding is urgently needed from donors to improve the financing of this anti-poaching initiative, Toepfer said. "Countries, where these products are going, also need to act to close these illegal markets so that those involved in poaching cannot profit from their highly damaging, illicit activities.” 

The Canadian government has decided to supply some 120 radio sets for wildlife officers working in countries that are part of the Lusaka Agreement as a “positive contribution to enforcement of wildlife trade treaties” in Africa, Toepfer said. 

* * *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

swissinfo

Parliament approves Kyoto protocol     

June 2, 2003 7:47 PM 

          Switzerland plans to lower carbon dioxide emissions by 10 per cent by 2010 (Keystone)

                                    Switzerland has taken a symbolic step  towards reducing worldwide pollution,                                    after parliament agreed to ratify the Kyoto protocol on reducing the emission of greenhouse gases.

                                    On Monday, the House of  Representatives overwhelmingly endorsed the United Nations treaty on climate change.

      Although parliamentary approval was never in doubt, Philippe Roch, the director of the Swiss Environment Agency, maintains a major sea change in people’s thinking and behaviour will be needed if the Kyoto goals are to be met.

      “We are working very closely with industry to reduce CO2 emissions,” he told  swissinfo. “I’m convinced that we can achieve those targets on a voluntary basis.”

      “Transport will be more difficult because although there are better technologies and alternatives to the car, you can’t force people to use them,” he added.

      Goals

      Even without ratification, Roch insists that Switzerland has a number of measures in place that mirror the goals of the Kyoto protocol.

      Most of them are enshrined within Switzerland’s law regulating emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) – which account for around 80 percent of all greenhouse gases.

      The CO2 law aims to reduce levels by ten per cent by 2010.

      The government is also committed to limiting the rate at which electricity consumption rises to five per cent.

      But Roch also admits that in another important area - housing – it will be difficult to achieve the kind of drop in energy use that will be needed.

      “Targets could easily be met by insulating buildings,” he said. “But the problem is that the responsibility for that is dispersed among those that own the building and

      the people who live in them.”

      Global agreement

      The 1997 Kyoto protocol commits the world’s industrialised countries to reduce greenhouse gas

      emissions to pre-1990 levels.

      In 2001, 178 countries agreed that the treaty was the way to tackle climate change, thereby allowing the

      process of ratification to begin.

      However, so far not enough signatories have ratified the protocol to enable it to come into force.

      Although Roch admits that the refusal of the United States to sign has been a setback to the treaty, it is still an important step for Switzerland to have taken.

      “The fact that the US will not ratify is certainly a weakness of the protocol,” he said.

      “It makes it absolutely necessary that other countries ratify it and we still hope that the US will develop a national policy in line with Kyoto’s goals.”

      swissinfo, Jonathan Summerton

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Madagascar's Marine World - Magical but Fragile 

  NOSY BE, Madagascar - Like a ghostly apparition, the manta-ray floated out of the blue, its massive "wings" seemingly propelling it in slow motion. 

  Its cruising speed was deceptive for the creature quickly vanished back into the depths, leaving behind a group of eager scuba divers trying fruitlessly to keep pace with it. 

  Two more of the majestic beasts would be sighted on this dive - a rare treat for underwater enthusiasts. 

  Madagascar is famed for its unique and bizarre land animals, such as the enchanting primates called lemurs and a colorful cast of  chameleons. 

  But the world beneath the waves that encircle it is also a magical place. 

  The reefs around Nosy Be, a tropical island off Madagascar's northwest coast, offer world-class diving. 

  But its marine ecosystems - like the terrestrial wildlife on the world's fourth largest island - are under grave threat. And the dangers to both are often linked. 

  TEEMING WITH LIFE 

  "Sometimes we do get lucky and see manta-rays," said Bles, a jovial Frenchman and local dive operator, after the sightings, as his boat sped to its next destination. 

  Lucky perhaps, but the waters around Nosy Be brim with life, making it almost impossible not to see something interesting over the course of a few days' diving. 

  This correspondent briefly spied a whale on the surface, while a pod of dolphins played around the boat one day. 

  On the tiny island of Nosy Tanikely off Nosy Be, it is possible to see turtles while snorkeling just yards from shore as elegant tropic birds and huge fruit-bats, known as flying-foxes, soar overhead. 

  There are reefs resembling watery gardens with intricate fan-like formations and schools of shimmering bait fish which are sometimes pursued by king mackerel or sleek barracuda. 

  But there is a lot of fishing by the poor local people. Madagascar faces the same demographic problems which cause social and ecological  upheaval across the Mozambique Channel in Africa - too many children and not enough jobs. 

  "Over-fishing and destructive fishing practices are serious concerns (on Madagascar's west coast)," said the World Wildlife Fund (WWF)  in a 2000 profile on global ecoregions. 

  Dozens of hand-carved wooden pirogues dot the blue surface of the water off Nosy Be, with fishermen casting nets or diving with  snorkeling gear in search of lobster. What big commercial trawlers are doing further offshore can only be imagined. 

  Seafood is cheap, abundant and often superbly prepared in Nosy Be restaurants, but this state of affairs, ideal for fish-loving tourists, may  not be sustainable. 

  "You can eat fish every day here but this really can't go on forever," said one diving tourist, an American marine biologist, as she  surveyed a feast from the sea spread out on a table. 

  Impoverished and rapidly growing rural populations on this island-continent of 16 million are also devastating rain forests with disastrous consequences for land-based wildlife - and the problems are literally spilling into the sea. 

  RED SOIL SEEPS INTO THE SEA 

  Madagascar is one of the most heavily eroded places on the planet - a fact that can clearly be seen from the air - and its rich red soil is seeping into rivers and the sea, with unforeseen long-term consequences for its marine life. 

  "Livestock grazing, deforestation, construction, destruction of sandbars, and poor agricultural practices result in the run-off of sentiments that harm the coral reefs in this eco-region," says the WWF report. 

  "DDT and other pesticides, oil, and raw sewage contaminate the water. Coral is mined for cement, and both corals and shells are taken to  sell to collectors," it says. 

  At manta-point - the reef where Bles takes clients to view the gentle giants of the ocean - sightings have been less frequent this year. 

  The reasons may not be sinister. Migration and feeding patterns can vary from year to year, and there is often an element of luck in wildlife watching. 

  But it could also be an ominous sign of things to come.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Canada's climate change close up 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     Beaches turning to mud and changes in wildlife are among the signs of warming climate recorded by an Inuit community in Canada. 

             The Arctic is a very important ecosystem to the health of  the rest of the planet  Rosemarie Kuptana 

     They say increasingly unpredictable weather is significantly altering the way they live. 

     They are having to get used to unfamiliar birds and fish arriving from further south. 

     Some believe the warming could be the start of a process that may prove unstoppable. 

     The Inuit live in Sachs Harbour, a tiny community on Banks Island, which lies north of  Canada's North West Territory, lapped by the Beaufort Sea. 

     Coping with the unknown 

     They reveal their forebodings in Sila Alangotok - Voices From The Tundra, a film made by Television Trust for the Environment (TVE) in its Earth Report Series for BBC World. 

       Click here to watch BBC World's report on Sachs Harbour. 

     One resident, Rosemarie Kuptana, is on the board of the International Institute for Sustainable Development. 

     She tells TVE: "What's scary is that there's uncertainty because we don't know when to travel on the ice, and our food sources are getting further and further away. 

     "We can't read the weather like we used to. It's changing our way of life. We live in a very extreme and harsh climate now. 

     "We've always had extreme weather conditions, whether it's 24-hour sunlight, or whether we've got blizzards with no visibility in the winter. What is more extreme now is that there's no  predictability." 

     The earlier springs and later autumns make it harder for the people of Sachs Harbour to predict when they can hunt and trap. 

     Ominous arrivals 

     There are novel species, as John Lucas explains: "Springtime comes around, and you start seeing different kinds of birds, barn owls, that sort of thing. 

     "We've never seen them up here before. We're getting different kinds of geese, ducks, mallard,  pintails that we never used to see around here." 

     There are now salmon to be caught - another sign of warming weather, the Inuit believe. 

     But it is what is happening to the land itself that many of them find most disturbing. 

     Most of Banks Island is covered by permafrost, which is now melting. John Keogak tells TVE: "I'd say about '87 we started noticing these mudslides. Before, it used to be a little sloughing from the snow left on the side of the banks. 

     Slipping away 

     "But now it's the permafrost that's coming down, and the ground being disturbed, and more of the permafrost being exposed to the sun and the heat and the wind. 

     "Now there's more rain and the sun is shining all the time... Once this starts I don't know what's going to stop it... I think the bigger it gets the faster it will go. 

     "It just started off small. Down here we used to be able to walk along the beach - now it's all  mud." 

     Another resident recalls how, when he worked at the local airport, he reported a thunderstorm. 
    

 Warning the world 

     He was told: "You guys can't get thunderstorms. It's too cold." This year, in contrast with the recent trend, has turned out surprisingly cold. 

     Rosemarie Kuptana asks: "How can we prepare ourselves for such unpredictability? What will happen to us if we can no longer rely on our instincts and traditional wisdom? 

     "I believe the Arctic is a very important ecosystem to the health of the rest of the planet. 

     "I guess what we can do is just try and educate people and say: 'Hey, watch out, this is what's  happening to us.'" 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)- NEWS UPDATE

29 July 2003
UN in the news

Experts reveal mercury intoxication in Ghana 

Accra, Ghana (PANA) - A group of scientists from France and Ghana has revealed growing mercury intoxication in Ghana's Western Region, which has deposits of several minerals. The five scientists led by Christian Beinhoff, Chief Technical Adviser of UNIDO (UN Industrial Development Organization) Global Mercury Project, confirmed high levels of mercury in the blood, urine and hair of some miners in the Western Region. These levels, if not treated early, they warned, could lead to kidney, skin and respiratory problems in the people living around areas of small-scale gold mining. The scientists said women who undertook small-scale mining were more at risk. The research conducted at Japa, a village near Wassa Akropong in the Wassa Amenfi District, revealed that both human and environmental samples contained large volumes of mercury above the acceptable standards of World Health Organization (WHO). UNIDO, which sponsored the research with funds from the French government, undertook the work based on an earlier research conducted at Dumasi, also in the Western Region, which revealed similar results as in Japa. The scientists said cocoyam and fish were two food samples that contained high volumes of mercury, "although some of the rivers did not contain such high volumes of the mercury". Sediments both up stream and down stream of rivers, however, revealed very high volumes of mercury, the scientists stated. The course of the river was disrupted and aquatic life destroyed, affecting the agricultural fields. 

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng005573&dte=25/07/2003
General Environmental news

Kenya goes tough on industrial pollution 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Kenyan government has introduced tough new laws to curb industrial pollution in the country, Environment Minister Newton Kulundu said Monday. He said the laws, which would spell out standards for manufacturing firms, had been forwarded for official publication. The legislation empowers government to prosecute factories, institutions and individuals who pollute water and air. "Those found polluting air will face the full wrath of the new law. It is extremely important in the modern world to safeguard the air and water that we consume," the Minister said after a tour of Kakamega forest in western Kenya. He accused some factories of emitting smoke into the air and dangerous chemicals into rivers and lakes, noting that the lack of laws had "helped pollutants get away with outright murder" with many deaths blamed on water and air contamination. "The environment is a global concern, and Kenya as a member of the global community, must enact laws to guard against environmental degradation," Kulundu stressed.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng005813&dte=28/07/2003
Kulundu Decries Illegal Activities in Aberdares

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Management of indigenous forests in the Aberdares should be revised immediately to address illegal activities, Environment, Natural Resources and Wildlife Minister, Dr Newton Kulundu has said. Illegal activities, Kulundu said, include charcoal burning, forest encroachment, logging of indigenous trees, cultivation and settlements, rendering envisaged conservation achievements unattainable. "Dynamic new management techniques and rigorous enforceable security measures must therefore be enacted immediately," Kulundu said. He said in order to boost forest protection, 1,000 forest guards were recruited last year and are undergoing training to equip them with necessary skills. Kulundu said prompt and effective policy responses are required to prevent further devastation of the Aberdare Ranges while implementing successes of Mt Kenya. To date, 160 kilometres of fence have been erected and countrywide fund-raising activities are underway to fence the 320 kilometres around the Aberdare range to reduce human-wildlife conflict. The fencing, Kulundu said, will also protect the natural ecosystem from illegal exploitation.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200307280001.html
Rape of Forest Resources

Ghanaian Chronicle (Accra): The chief of Ayanfuri in the Central region has threatened to take legal action against the Forestry Commission (FC) if it does not take steps to stop the destruction of forest resources by timber firms operating illegally in the area. He has called on the president to direct the Serious Fraud Office (SFO) to investigate the illegal harvesting of timber by firms without the Timber Utilization Contract (TUC) in contravention of Section 19 of the Timber Resources Management Act 547 of 1997. The chief would also want all logs, which have not been conveyed or transported to be confiscated to the state, and forestry officials found to have connived with these timber firms to be sanctioned. Their equipment should also be seized. Making his call through The Chronicle, the chief alleged that Western Industrial Farms and Company (WIFC) and Samartex Timber Company has jointly harvested 650 standing trees, which come up to 1,300 logs with no evidence of payment of stumpage fees. Reacting angrily to the accusation by the FC that chiefs connive with timber contractors and chainsaw operators in illegal timber exploitation, he said it was rather the commission which grants concessions in the form of salvage permits to harvest timber trees. He described as irregular the situation where salvage permits which, according to Section 38 (1) of the Timber Resources Management Regulation L.I.1649 is basically issued for the disposal of abandoned and seized timber produce, are used for harvesting.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200307281018.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROAP Media Update – 29 July 2003

General environment news

DTI to hold dialogue before Cancun meet 
To be transparent about the positions being taken by the Philippine government, the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) is set to conduct a series of public consultations with various sectors in preparation for the fifth World Trade Organization (WTO) ministerial meeting in Cancun, Mexico, in September. 
Trade Secretary Manuel Roxas II said in a statement that the trade department’s International Trade Group (ITG) will conduct consultations with the business sector, academe and civil society at the Philippine Trade Training Center in Pasay City on July 31, August 6 and August 31. 

“We would like to achieve an expansive and meaningful consultative process through a good level of representation from the three major stakeholders. We would like to ensure that there is transparency and a high level of stakeholder participation as to the direction of the negotiations in Cancun,” Roxas said. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs_news_body.asp?section=Business&oid=29326
WTO head urges flexibility in talks
Nzoom.com, New Zealand, July 29, 2003 - The World Trade Organisation's leader urged trade ministers today to show more flexibility in stalled talks aimed at revamping the global trade system.
Ministers from 25 countries met in a downtown Montreal hotel to hammer out a consensus on the divisive issues of farm subsidies and patented medicines for poor countries.
…"We need more flexibility in the positions of countries. We need country members to be prepared to talk about some compromise. We need ministers to commit on a political basis to some of the key
…Meanwhile, some 200 protesters earlier today were repelled by riot police from near the meeting site. They instead turned to target companies they say represent the worst abuses of corporate free trade.
http://onebusiness.nzoom.com/onebusiness_detail/0,1245,209256-3-168,00.html 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA BRIEFING

Bahrain
New haven for baby terrapins

[image: image1.jpg]



THREE baby Caspian Terrapins were discovered at the Al Areen Wildlife Park, it was announced yesterday. 

The discovery, at one of the artificial ponds in the reserve, signals the success of a preservation programme designed to save the species from becoming extinct in Bahrain.

The programme began last year under the supervision of the Wildlife Protection Directorate at the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

Caspian Terrapins (Clemmys cas-pica) were retrieved from the Ain Adhari (Adhari Spring) area when its renovation project came to a halt especially for the rescue of the terrapins last year. 

The terrapins were also collected from nearby farms with irrigation channels.

European terrapins, fish and frogs were also found and transferred to Al Areen.

They were later taken to artificial ponds at the reserve as part of the breeding plan. 

The ponds were designed to resemble their actual environment.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=57402&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26130

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Liberian rebel group ‘disqualifying’ itself from future leadership role – Annan

*
Security Council extends and strengthens UN military force in DR of Congo

*
UN committee chairmen hit complacency over terrorism threats

*
Annan meets with prosecutor of UN war crimes tribunals

*
UN envoy discusses improving human rights in Iraq

*
High-level session to look at UN ties with regional groups to meet today’s challenges

*
Peru: UN children’s agency rushes emergency supplies to frozen region

*
UN panel considers respect for rule of law in battle against terrorism

*
UN-backed meeting to prepare for Arab forum on Palestine rehabilitation

*
40 years after Skopje earthquake, Annan recalls global solidarity in reconstructing

* * * *

Liberia

28 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today demanded that a ceasefire be respected in the Liberian capital of Monrovia, which has come under lethal fire from rebels over the past week, and said one of the main insurgent groups was disqualifying itself from any leadership role in the future of the country.

“The Secretary-General is outraged at the continued high incidence of civilian casualties in and around Monrovia, as the result of indiscriminate shelling,” a UN spokesman said in a statement in New York.

“He joins others in demanding that all concerned respect the ceasefire agreed to in Accra (Ghana),” the statement added. “It is imperative that the siege of Monrovia be lifted, so that desperately needed humanitarian relief can be brought in, peacekeepers can be quickly deployed and President Charles Taylor can depart.”

Mr. Taylor has promised to step down once a West African peace force lands in the country.

“The Secretary-General reminds those who continue to wage war in Liberia and to use means that cause so much suffering to the civilian population that they will be held individually accountable for any war crimes they commit,” the statement concluded. “By their reckless and criminal behaviour, they are disqualifying themselves from any leadership role in the future of their country.”

Speaking to reporters, Mr. Annan specifically named the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) group as having disqualified itself from a future leadership role. “I cannot see how they would expect the people to accept them, after the suffering they’ve put them through. So they should think about that,” he said.

Mr. Annan, who on Friday expressed pleasure at an announcement by the United States that it would position “appropriate military capabilities” off the coast of Liberia in order to support the deployment of peacekeepers from the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to that country, said today he was happy that US ships were headed there. “I expect the US troops will have an important role to play,” he added.

Meanwhile, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), in an update assessment of conditions in Liberia, said over the weekend that people were getting hungrier and hungrier every day and that there was much less for sale on the markets.
* * *

DR of Congo

28 July – The United Nations Security Council today extended the UN Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) for another year, increased its military strength to 10,800 from 8,700, and instituted an arms embargo against all foreign and Congolese armed groups in the east of the country.

“I congratulate the Security Council on unanimously adopting the resolution giving MONUC (as the UN operation is known) the strong mandate it needs to fulfil its difficult mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo,” especially in the volatile east, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in remarks to the 15-member body after the vote.

Mr. Annan welcomed the “important steps” of the past month, which saw the formation of a coalition cabinet among government and rebel forces in a country that has been torn by years of civil war. But, he warned, “the road ahead over the next two to three years toward free and fair elections will be difficult.”

Referring to a French-led interim emergency force that rushed into the eastern Ituri region last month after fierce fighting between rival ethnic militias, he told journalists later: “We’ve been lucky to get a multilateral force to go in to try and contain the situation and stop the killing and allow humanitarian assistance to go through but now with this resolution we will be able to send in an expanded force into Ituri just before the multinational force withdraws.”

Mr. Annan said troops were already lined up from Asia and South Africa to go to eastern DRC and he hoped Bangladesh, Pakistan and India would join them.

The new resolution 1493 extends MONUC’s mandate until 30 July 2004 and, acting under Chapter VII of the UN Charter, which permits the use of force, authorizes the mission for the first time since it was established in 1999 to use all necessary means to fulfil its mandate in Ituri and North and South Kivu.

The text authorizes MONUC to take the necessary measures to protect civilians and humanitarian workers under imminent threat of physical violence, protect UN personnel and facilities and ensure its freedom of movement, and contribute to the improvement of security conditions in which humanitarian assistance is provided.

“Through the resolution adopted today, the Security Council has placed MONUC, in coordination with UN agencies and donors, in a key role to help the Congolese achieve a sustainable peace leading to a democratically elected government,” Mr. Annan told the Council. “It will be necessary for the international community to provide the resources needed to implement this far-reaching resolution.”

* * *

Terrorism


28 July – The war on terrorism has not been won, and although both committees established by the United Nations Security Council to fight it have made “significant contributions,” individuals are becoming complacent and countries more casual, the panels’ chairmen said today.


Briefing correspondents at UN Headquarters in New York, the chairman of the Counter-terrorism Committee (CTC), Ambassador Inocencio F. Arias of Spain, said the UN recognized that the battle was an enormous challenge in the twenty-first century because “terrorism was here to stay and we have to fight it and vanquish it, if we can.”

Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, chairman of the Taliban/Al-Qaeda sanctions committee, said cooperation existed between the two panels and both were obliged under Security Council resolutions to cooperate. 

Differentiating between the two, Mr. Arias noted that the CTC had been born with the adoption of resolution 1373 by the Council on 28 September 2001, immediately after the terrorist attacks of 11 September against the United States.  The resolution was aimed at forcing Member States to cooperate in the fight against terrorism. At its heart was the financial aspect.  

Mr. Muñoz said that, unlike the CTC, his committee had been created before the attacks by resolution 1267 in October 1999 to impose sanctions on Taliban-controlled Afghanistan and to counter Usama bin Laden and his Al-Qaida organization. His Committee was a sanctions instrument, while the other was not. 

Answering to questions, Mr. Arias said 11 September had made the whole world understand that “we are facing an incredible problem and we have to take steps to correct it.” After two years, people were “sleeping again” and did not see the urgency of the matter. Or, maybe they saw it as a disease, which would infect only the Western world.  Perhaps only another fright – biological or chemical terrorism – would wake people up, he added.  

He said he feared that countries were starting to become bureaucratic about terrorism. Some were ignoring the fact that terrorists were there, they were up to no good and they were searching another way to “hit the world.”

Mr. Muñoz said no country could escape terrorism. Perhaps some believed terrorism was a physical presence, but it was also logistical support, the transference of money, and, in a globalized economy, every country was a potential target, either for laundering money, or logistical support for major terrorist operations.  “We tend to focus on those countries with the problem, but we all have the problem, in one way or another,” he said, adding that “if it has feathers and walks and quacks like a duck, it has to be a duck.”  Additional efforts should be made to “go into” the black market of arms, he added.   

* * *

UN tribunals

28 July – Secretary-General Kofi Annan met today with the prosecutor for the United Nations war crimes tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda amid renewed discussions in the Security Council that the post would be more effective if there was one for each court.

Carla Del Ponte currently serves as Prosecutor for both the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), which was set up by the Council in 1993 and is based in The Hague, as well as the UN International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), which was established the next year and is headquartered in Arusha, Tanzania.

Speaking to reporters prior to meeting with Ms. Del Ponte this morning at UN Headquarters in New York, the Secretary-General noted that there has been some discussion in the Council as to whether the tribunals would not be more effective if each had a separate prosecutor and stressed that the decision to create a new post would be made by the 15-nation body.

“You know, since the inception, one prosecutor has been managing both Tribunals, and there is a sense that as we approach the end, and both Tribunals are being asked to come up with a completion strategy to be able to finish their work, and close down the courts, it may be necessary to have two Prosecutors to tackle that essential part of their work,” Mr. Annan said.

“I’ll make my views known but the Council will take the decision,” he added.

* * *

Iraq


28 July – Top United Nations envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello, back in Baghdad after updating the Security Council on the situation in Iraq, met with a visiting team from Human Rights Watch today to discuss ways of improving human rights in the country.

The meeting was part of a wide-ranging series of meetings Mr. Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Iraq, has been having with a full spectrum of Iraqi figures, leaders of neighbouring countries, UN relief agencies and non-government organizations as he assesses how best the UN can help restore Iraqi sovereignty and end the occupation.

In his statement to the Security Council last Tuesday, Mr. Vieira de Mello said there had to be a clear timetable, laid out as soon as possible, for the earliest possible restoration of the country’s sovereignty. “Iraqis need to know that the current state of affairs will come to an end soon. They need to know that stability will return and that the occupation will end,” he told the 15-member body. 

* * *

Regional organizations

28 July – Twenty organizations from around the globe – including the African Union, Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), European Commission and League of Arab States – are expected to attend a meeting convened by Secretary-General Kofi Annan to examine the links between the United Nations and regional groups in confronting new challenges to international peace and security.

The Fifth High-Level Meeting between the United Nations and Regional Organizations, to be held tomorrow and Wednesday at UN Headquarters in New York, is intended to build on the progress made during previous gatherings, hosted every two years by the Secretary-General. In addition to the regional organizations, UN agencies, funds and programmes are also expected to participate.

The first two meetings, held in 1994 and 1996, focused on general principles and modalities to guide cooperation between the United Nations and regional organizations in international peace and security. In 1998 and 2001, the meetings examined the potential for greater interaction and cooperation in conflict prevention and peace building.

In his invitation this year to the heads of regional organizations, the Secretary-General pointed out that “in the twenty-first century many of the challenges we face are global. The rise of international terrorism and the proliferation of small arms and weapons of mass destruction only reinforce the need to rethink our common challenges ahead and achieve greater unity of purpose and actions.”

The meeting will address the need for the United Nations and regional organizations to work together with redoubled vigour to face myriad threats of today, including civil wars and the disintegration of States; the scourge of international terrorism; the growing volume of organized crime throughout the world and gross violations of human rights. The spread of deadly viruses and environmental degradation are also challenges that must be met.

* * *

Peru


28 July – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is rushing emergency medicine, blankets and baby bodysuits to children in Puno, Peru, where thousands of young lives are in danger because of freezing temperatures.


“Our efforts are focused on stopping a dangerous situation from becoming a fully-fledged emergency,” UNICEF country representative Andres Franco said in news release today. “We’re doing what we can, but Mother Nature is unpredictable. It’s a case of keeping our eye on the thermometer and being ready to move if more help is needed.”


Mr. Franco and the Peruvian Minister for Health, Alvaro Vidal, travelled with the relief effort to Puno, where temperatures have dropped below – 8º centigrade and numbers continue to fall, to deliver much needed antibiotics for the treatment of respiratory diseases and pneumonia.

Another region, Cuzco, is also at risk and UNICEF officials will visit the area next week.

* * *

Human rights

28 July – The challenge of respecting the rule of law while fighting terrorism, the urgency of combating poverty in order to promote basic human rights and the need to eliminate injustices against women are high on the agenda of a United Nations rights panel that opened its annual three-week meeting in Geneva today.

“Whatever we may say about tomorrow, the person faced with torture, arbitrary or summary execution, being made to disappear involuntarily, or the women who are subject to violence, need protection today,” the Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, told the opening session of the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. “The challenge of human rights protection is immediate and pressing.”

The panel, made up of 26 experts from five regional groupings, is the principal subsidiary organ of the UN Commission of Human Rights. It undertakes studies and makes recommendations to the Commission. One of its main jobs is to explore issues that are considered important but have not received sufficient attention.

Mr. Ramcharan outlined a host of challenges, ranging from prevention of abuses to education to the protection of refugees on which the panel, meeting in its 55th annual session, needed to make recommendations.

Referring to terrorism and biotechnology under the heading of “new threats,” he said: “Terrorists commit grievous assaults on human rights and the struggle against terrorism is being exploited in some parts of the world to abuse human rights. There are pressing issues to be examined in this area.

Turning to poverty, Mr. Ramcharan declared: “Today, millions of people suffer from deprivation, indignity and wastage because of endemic poverty…The human rights approach to poverty reduction is based on a simple belief that if a society pursues democratic governance under the rule of law, and if the society strives to live by the precepts of the Universal Declaration, people will have better life-chances and would be able to come out of the spiral of poverty.”

Education, he added, was one of the main routes out of poverty.

On fighting injustice against women he said: “Strategic analysts of the way forward for the world tell us that unless we empower and render justice to women we stand little chance of making a dent on the problems of conflicts, underdevelopment and injustice.”

* * *

ESCWA

28 July – United Nations agencies have teamed up to organize a preparatory meeting for an international forum next year that would aim to keep the social and economic issues and needs in the occupied Palestinian territories on the agenda of the international community, in spite of the lack of stability in the region.
The two-day consultative meeting, which begins tomorrow in Beirut, will serve to provide input to the Arab-International Forum on “Palestine Rehabilitation and Development” next year. The gathering’s main task will be to define the objectives of the Forum, identify its specific themes for deliberations and widen the preparatory process as much as possible. Other main issues to be deliberated include the Forum’s agenda, format and date, as well as funding issues and the list of participants.

The meeting is cosponsored by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), the League of Arab States and the Palestinian Authority, and is organized in cooperation with the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR).

* * *

Skopje earthquake

28 July – Forty years after a massive earthquake struck Skopje and left 1,000 dead and three-quarters of the city’s inhabitants homeless, Secretary-General Kofi Annan recalled the resiliency of its people and the outpouring of international support that helped in the reconstruction of the capital of The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

“It is a testament to your resilience, and to your country’s spirit of multilateralism, that you have transformed the fortieth anniversary of this catastrophe into an opportunity to pay tribute to the international support that was offered at that time,” the Secretary-General said in a message delivered on Saturday in Skopje on his behalf by Frode Mauring, UN Resident Coordinator for The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

In the days after the earthquake, 35 nations asked the UN General Assembly to put relief for Skopje on its agenda, and a campaign directed at national governments and international agencies began to identify resources to assist in recovery efforts, the Secretary-General recalled. “As the General Assembly stated in Resolution 1882 of 14 October 1963, the spirit of international solidarity demonstrated in the aftermath of the Skopje earthquake transformed the reconstruction effort into a symbol of friendship and brotherhood among peoples,” he said.

By the beginning of 1964, an international consultative board, jointly appointed by the United Nations and the Yugoslav Government, had been established to support national and international reconstruction efforts. In addition, four projects were put in place, which formed the basis of United Nations technical assistance.

“The United Nations is proud of the role it played in shaping the reconstruction of Skopje, in particular through the Special Fund and Skopje Urban Plan projects,” the Secretary-General said. “I am also pleased that, following a recommendation from the consultative board, the Institute of Earthquake Engineering, Engineering Seismology and Urban Planning (IZIIS) was established in 1965, and that UNESCO played a part in assisting local authorities to bring this about. The Institute is today recognized as a leader in earthquake research, urban planning and disaster management.

“More recently, your country has been affected by the fault lines of political upheaval and ethnic conflict, both next door and at home,” the message concluded. “The United Nations again joined hands with you to try to prevent violence, to minimize humanitarian suffering and to promote post-conflict stability. Your country, and the region, continues along the challenging path of transition. The United Nations will remain engaged in supporting you along that path.”

* *** *

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Liberia

           I have the following statement on Liberia attributable to the Spokesman:

           “The Secretary-General is outraged at the continued high incidence of civilian casualties in and around

     Monrovia, as the result of indiscriminate shelling.

           “He joins others in demanding that all concerned respect the ceasefire agreed to in Accra.  It is imperative that the siege of Monrovia be lifted, so that desperately needed humanitarian relief can be brought in, peacekeepers can be quickly deployed and President Charles Taylor can depart.

           “The Secretary-General reminds those who continue to wage war in Liberia and to use means that cause so

     much suffering to the civilian population, that they will be held individually accountable for any war crimes they  commit.  By their reckless and criminal behaviour, they are disqualifying themselves from any leadership role in the future of their country.”

           The Secretary-General this morning also spoke to reporters at the Security Council stakeout, specifically

     naming one faction, Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD), as having disqualified itself from a future leadership role, saying, “I cannot see how they would expect the people to accept them, after the suffering  they’ve put them through.  So they should think about that.”

           We also put a statement out late Friday expressing the Secretary-General’s pleasure at the United States

     announcement that it would position “appropriate military capabilities” off the coast of Liberia, in order to support the deployment of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) forces to that country.  The Secretary-General today said he was happy that US ships were headed towards Liberia and added, “I expect the US troops will have an important role to play.”

           The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs gave an update on the situation in Liberia over the weekend, noting, “People are getting hungrier and hungrier everyday and there is much less for sale in the markets.”

           **Security Council

           This morning, the Security Council unanimously adopted resolution 1493 on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  The resolution authorizes the UN to increase the strength of its mission in the DRC to 10,800  troops.  With this resolution, the Council also imposes a ban, for an initial period of 12 months, on the supply of weapons to armed groups and militias operating in Ituri, as well as North and South Kivu provinces.

           In a statement to the Security Council immediately following the vote, the Secretary-General congratulated

     members for adopting a resolution which gives the UN mission in the DRC the strong mandate it needs to fulfil its  difficult mission.

           The resolution, he said, gave the UN a key role to help the Congolese achieve a sustainable peace leading up to a democratically elected government.  However, he added, “There will be no substitute for the resolve of the Congolese leaders to implement their commitments towards peace.”

           The Secretary-General also noted that when the Council recently authorized the deployment of the Interim

     Emergency Multinational Force in Ituri, it showed that a timely and effective response by the international community  can put an end to violence.

           The Council then moved into closed consultations on the UN peacekeeping mission in southern Lebanon. 

     Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno introduced to the Council the

     Secretary-General’s latest report on that mission.

           **Regional Conferences

           Tomorrow and Wednesday, here at UN Headquarters, the Secretary-General will host the fifth High-Level

     Meeting between the United Nations and Regional Organizations.

           The discussions will focus on the need for the United Nations and regional organizations to work together with  redoubled vigour to face jointly the new challenges to international peace and security, including international terrorism.

           Twenty regional and subregional organizations are expected to attend.  These include the African Union, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the Organization of American States and the Association of South East Asian  Nations.

           The full list, as well as a complete press release, is available upstairs.

           **Sergio Vieira de Mello

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, is now back in Baghdad. 

     Today, he met with a visiting team from Human Rights Watch.  They discussed the current human rights situation in  the country and explored ways it could be improved.

           **Rwanda

           Over the past hour, the Secretary-General was meeting with the Prosecutor of the two international tribunals,  Carla Del Ponte, and, earlier today, he was asked whether her tasks as Prosecutor for the tribunals for the former  Yugoslavia and for Rwanda would be split.

           The Secretary-General said that was a decision for the Security Council to make, and he noted the

     discussions going on in the Security Council over whether the work of the two tribunals would be more effective if each had a separate prosecutor.  There is a sense, he said, that as both tribunals are being asked to come up with a completion strategy for their work, “it may be necessary to have two Prosecutors to tackle that essential part of their  work.”

           We have a transcript of his comments upstairs.

           **UNICEF

           The United Nations Children’s Fund is rushing emergency medicine, blankets and baby bodysuits to children in Puno, Peru, where thousands of young lives are in danger because of freezing temperatures.

           UNICEF Country Representative Andres Franco and the Peruvian Minister for Health, Alvaro Vidal, have

     travelled with the relief effort to Puno to deliver much-needed antibiotics for the treatment of respiratory diseases and  pneumonia.

           Another region, Cuzco, is also at risk; UNICEF officials will be visiting the area next week.

           We have a press release on that.

           **WHO

           The World Health Organization (WHO) will host a virtual press conference on polio eradication tomorrow, at  noon Geneva time, which if you want to follow it will be 6 a.m. New York time.

           In his second week as Director-General of WHO, Dr. Jong-Wook Lee will outline plans to rapidly step up the global effort to eradicate polio.  And he will also introduce Dr. David Heymann, who successfully managed the SARS  outbreak earlier this year, as Representative of the Director-General for Polio Eradication.

           There is a press release on that.

           **Press Conference

           At 12:30 p.m. this afternoon, immediately after this, Ambassador Inocencio Arias of Spain, the Chairman of the Counter-Terrorism Committee, will be joined by Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, the Chairman of the

     Taliban/Al Qaeda Sanctions Committee, and they will be here to discuss the work of their respective committees.

           **Guest at Noon Tomorrow

           And finally, our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow, will be Nils Kastberg, the Director of UNICEF’s

     Emergency Programmes, and he will be here to talk about the humanitarian appeals for southern Africa and

     Zimbabwe.

           That’s all I have.  Yes?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   Does the Secretary-General expect Mrs. Del Ponte to accept the proposal to split the prosecution  tasks?

           Spokesman:  Well, first of all, that proposal would have to come from the Security Council.  So, the Council, as he mentioned this morning, is in the process of discussing it.  And so, I think that’s all I can say.  You’ll have to ask her how she’d respond to any decision made by the Security Council.

           Question:   Can you elaborate more on the reasons for splitting that mandate?

           Spokesman:  The Secretary-General again mentioned this morning that it’s the discussion by Council

     members, as well as by the two tribunals, of their so-called completion strategy.  How are they going to wrap up their  work given the enormous cost of running these two tribunals? And so, it was in that context that some discussion  began concerning the creation of the second prosecutorial position.  That idea, by the way, has been around from the  very beginning.  There was among several members of the Council a position favouring creating two prosecutors right  at the outset.  That was not done for a number of reasons.  So the idea has re-emerged in the context of the  completion strategy.

           Question:   Did the Secretary-General and Mrs. Del Ponte discuss some obvious problems that the prosecutor  told the Security Council about a year ago, meaning that the reluctance of some parts of the Rwandan Government to cooperate with the Tribunal, was that an issue today?

           Spokesman:  I did not get a detailed read out of his meeting and that was not mentioned to me as something   that had come up this morning.  But that doesn’t mean it didn’t come up.  So, I suggest you ask her.  I think she’ll be  around here for a couple of days, should she want to comment on that.

           Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *
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