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Other Environment News
· Indonesia begins to assess quake's toll (CBC)
· Trittin wirft Ländern und Gemeinden Untätigkeit vor (Die Zeit/Handelsblatt)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP


Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  24 & 28  March  2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 24 March  2005
S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 28 March  2005

Agence France Presse: Asian nations must choose sustainable growth, UN says 

[appears on INQ7.net, Philippines and The China Post, Taiwan]
 
Jun Kwanwoo
28 March 2005

SEOUL--Asia-Pacific economies may be expanding fast but growth will not be sustainable for much longer unless the region pays more attention to the environment, the United Nations said Monday. 

Asia-Pacific environment ministers heard the wake-up call at a two-day meeting on the environment organized by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). 

"The prevailing model -- 'grow first and clean up later' -- is not the answer," UN Secretary General Kofi Annan said in a videotaped message to the opening of the conference. 

The UN chief said the region needed "a paradigm shift towards 'green growth'" where the goals of poverty reduction and environmental sustainability could and had to go together. 

The region, which accounts for 40 percent of the world's territory but is home to 61 percent of the population, has struggled to grow fast in the face of rampant poverty. 

Almost two-thirds of the world's poor, who live on less than a single US dollar a day, reside in Asia and the Pacific, UN statistics show. 

During the 1995-2002 period, industrial production in the region grew almost 40 percent, almost double the global average increase of 23 percent. 

Kim Hak-Su, UN under secretary general and executive secretary of ESCAP, acknowledged the region had to grow in order to pull itself out of poverty. 

But he said the region now faced "increasing pressure" on its environmental resources. 

Cited by Kim as main concerns in the region were declines in fishery resources, degradation of marine and coastal resources, loss of biodiversity and forests, and land degradation. 

"Deterioration of these natural resources have continued to affect human health and livelihoods and increased the vulnerability of many economies," he said in a statement. 

He urged the UN meeting -- joined by 350 delegates, including 42 ministers or deputy ministers, from the Asia-Pacific region -- to find "a strategy to shift towards environmentally sustainable economic growth." 

"'Green growth' is the biggest challenge facing the world and this dynamic region in particular," Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), told the conference. 

South Korean Environment Minister Kwak Kyul-Ho, host of the UN conference, said he would push for a 'Seoul Initiative for Green Growth' to be adopted at the close of the meeting. 

The UN conference was the first high-level international environmental conference since the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster devastated parts of the region in December. 

The UN ESCAP said in a statement the tragedy was "another testimony of the urgent need to address the risk of common threats caused by natural hazards for sustainable development in the Asia-Pacific region." 

The December 26 tsunamis killed nearly 290,000 people around the Indian Ocean, according to a UNEP report released last month. 

A UN Environment Programme report urged tsunami-hit countries to erect natural buffer zones, such as mangrove swamps and coral reefs, along their coasts and rebuild in less exposed areas to protect against future calamities. 

The UNEP estimates post-tsunami reconstruction and rehabilitation costs could top 10 billion dollars and take as long as a decade to implement. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press: Asia needs tsunami warning system, disaster education, environment experts say
 BO-MI LIM

28 March 2005
An Asia-wide early warning system for tsunamis must be accompanied by educational campaigns on how to respond to all natural disasters in the region, environment officials said Monday at a U.N.-sponsored conference.

There "must be an early warning system, without any doubt, for the tsunami," Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. Environment Program, told a meeting of environment ministers and experts in the South Korean capital, Seoul. "But we also have to do it for all kinds of natural hazards." 

The Asia Pacific region is the most disaster-prone region in the world, having incurred more than US$380 billion ([euro]294 billion) in economic losses during the past 15 years from natural disasters such as floods and earthquakes, said Kim Hak-su, executive secretary of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission.

"These losses have much more severe socio-economic impacts on developing and least-developed countries," Kim said.

Toepfer stressed that any warning system must integrate indigenous knowledge to provide "an information chain on how to make people aware and trained to react very, very clearly."

"Many died because they went to watch the receding sea moments before the tsunami struck," said Krasae Chanawongse, special adviser to Thailand's prime minister, adding that casualties could have been reduced if people had been better informed and recognized that it was a sign of an approaching tsunami.

Thailand was among the dozen countries struck by the Dec. 26 tsunami spawned by the world's biggest earthquake in 40 years, killing more than 174,000 people and leaving more than 106,000 others missing.

There is no early warning system in the Indian Ocean, where the tsunami occurred, which experts say could have saved many lives.

Salvano Briceno, director of the secretariat of the U.N. International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, said US$11 million ([euro]8.5 million) had already been allocated for an early warning system but that substantially more was needed for it to be operated effectively.

During the two-day conference, ministers from 52 countries are also expected to adopt a resolution on how to achieve environmentally sustainable economic growth.

"The international community has outlined the tasks of eliminating poverty and achieving environmentally sustainable growth," South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun said at the conference's opening. "Now is the time for us to come up with concrete measures and implement them."

_____________________________________________________________________________

I-Newswire.com: UN warns Asia-Pacific's High Economic Growth is Environmentally Unsustainable
UNEP press release

25 March 2005

The fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development in Asia and the Pacific opened today with a warning that the region’s high economic growth is environmentally unsustainable
“We cannot continue with a ‘grow first, clean up later’ policy”, said Kim Hak-Su, United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary, Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). “We need a new paradigm, a balance of economic growth and ‘green growth’.”

Speaking at the opening ceremony of the Conference, Mr. Kim told delegates that, while the region’s recent spectacular economic growth has contributed to the reduction of poverty and social progress in many places, “it has also placed increasingly high pressure on the region’s environmental resources beyond its carrying capacity”.

Mr. Kim congratulated governments for sincere efforts to improve environmental performance, which have resulted in improvements in urban air quality in some cities, slowed rates of forest loss, increased forest planting rates and considerably reduced the use of ozone-depleting substances.

“On the other hand, we still observe with concern: declines in fishery resources; degradation of marine and coastal resources; loss of biodiversity and forests; land degradation and natural disasters”, he said. “Deterioration of these natural resources have continued to affect human health and livelihoods, and increased the vulnerability of many economies.”

The Korean Minister of Environment, Kwak Kyul-Ho, reminded delegates of the price tag accompanying the Republic of Korea’s outstanding economic growth over the past 40 years. “We have severely polluted the environment and have had to learn costly lessons in restoring our damaged environment.”

Mr. Kwak said his Government would propose that the Conference adopt the “Seoul Initiative for Green Growth”. The Seoul Initiative includes recommendations for balancing environment and economy, practising sustainable production and consumption, and improving environmental sustainability.

The Ministerial Conference, organized by ESCAP, is being hosted by the Government of the Republic of Korea in its capital, Seoul, from 24 to 29 March 2005. The Conference takes place once every five years.

More than 350 participants are expected to attend, including representatives from 53 countries in the ESCAP region, non-governmental organizations, international organizations, and United Nations agencies.

Thirty-one ministers in charge of the environment will take part in the meeting’s ministerial segment, set for 28-29 March. Other participants of note include Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and Haruhiko Kuroda, President, Asian Development Bank.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Daily Yomiuri: U.N. official praises expo 
Cameron McLauchlan 

The Aichi Expo presents an excellent opportunity to shine the spotlight on conservation efforts and promote greater recognition of the importance of caring for the environment, according to the head of the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP). 

Speaking at a press conference at the expo media center, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, "I expect the expo will contribute to the growing awareness that a stable environment isn't a luxury of the rich people of the world, but it is a precondition for the survival of the whole planet. 

"Children are suffering most from environmental problems. Their life in the future depends on the possibility to have services from the environment still available, the ecosystems still available for their lives as well," he said. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

YubaNet.com: Water and Wildlife Among Top Issues at Children’s World Eco-Summit

 26 Mar 2005

The 2005 Children’s World Summit for the Environment will take place this July in Aichi, Japan during Expo 2005, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Japan Organizing Committee (JOC) jointly announced today.

[the text of the UNEP press release follows; see http://www.unep.org]

____________________________________________________________________________

IslamOnline: African Water Journalists Network Launched 
By Ayenew Haileselassie
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

28 March 2005 
A group of international journalists launched March 22 - in cooperation with a cluster of United Nations agencies - the African Water Journalists Network that aims to increase and improve reporting on water in Africa.

The network was launched during a United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) celebration of World Water Day. The ceremony, attended by Ethiopian President Ato Girma Wolde Giorigis and Ethiopian Water Resources Minister Shiferaw Jarso was also addressed by satellite by United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan.

The journalist network, initiated by Quest Ltd, a company of journalists focused on development issues, and the Amsterdam-based Water Foundation, was launched in cooperation with UN Water/Africa, a cluster of UN specialized agencies that work on water issues. The cluster includes UNECA, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Human Settlement Program (UN-HABITAT), the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the World Bank’s Water and Sanitation Program. 

Africa a Priority

The announcement of the media network was part of UNECA’s launch of an international decade designed to further fulfill the UN’s Millennium Development Goal to increase by 2015 by half the number of people with access to clean water and sanitation. Africa is the continent where the situation is most dire.

“We need to increase water efficiency, especially in agriculture. We need to free women and girls from the daily chore of hauling water, often over great distances. We must involve them in decision-making on water management. We need to make sanitation a priority. This is where progress is lagging most,” Mr. Annan said in his video message.

“Today, poor people in peri-urban communities in Africa pay 3 to 10 times more for water than people in urban centers who have access to piped safe water...millions of our children die needlessly from water-borne diseases which have been eradicated elsewhere,” added UNECA Deputy Executive Secretary Josephine Ouedraogo in her address to the gathering.

Overwhelming Response

Quest CEO and veteran foreign correspondent James M. Dorsey told the audience that more than1 , 000journalists had been invited to join the media network and that the response had been overwhelming.

“Most African journalists are poorly paid and poorly trained. They have few resources and are often badly treated and viewed as a tool to be manipulated. Writing a penetrating story is risky in Africa. The reward could be the sack or worse, physical punishment. With today’s launch of the Africa Water Journalist Network, Quest and the Water Foundation hope to contribute to changing this situation,” Mr. Dorsey said.

The network would supply journalists with better information, help them get access to sources and provide them with an outlet for their talent, Mr. Dorsey said. The network’s international editors, who built their careers in some of the world’s most respected media organizations, will help journalists create better stories by digging deeper and being more investigative and by writing crisper and clearer.

Mr. Dorsey said the African Water Journalist Network would support journalists when they feel threatened or abused and will reward them for their work. Journalists will further have an opportunity to write more freely, more impressionalistically and more personally when contributing to the network’s blog.

“We all know the issues of water; that without access to clean water and sanitation a developing country cannot develop; that it is uneconomic for children and women to wait for hours every day to fill up jugs of water; that it’s unhealthy; that up to 80 percent of killer diseases are preventable. But how do people know how to prevent these diseases if nobody tells them? This is where the media – newspapers, radio and television - have a key role to play,” Mr. Dorsey said. “And that is where the African Water Journalist Network will make its mark,” Mr. Dorsey told Ethiopian reporters after the ceremony.

____________________________________________________________________________

CNSNews.com: African Scholars Welcome Security Council Reform Proposal

[also appears on townhall.com]
Nairobi, Kenya (CNSNews.com) - The possibility that African nations may secure two permanent seats on a revamped United Nations Security Council has prompted lobbying by four nations that are vying for the honor.

"It's a major achievement. It increases Africa's recognition as a major player in global politics," said Chris Abong'o of the University of Nairobi's Institute of Diplomacy and International Affairs.

Lukas Njoroge, who teaches International Economics at the same institution, said permanent seats for African states would improve the continent's global image and raise its bargaining power on trade and development issues.

Njoroge said the World Bank and International Monetary Fund impose harsh conditions on African countries. If Africa secures two permanent Security Council seats, such bodies would likely be more flexible, he argued.

Africa's socio-economic progress is widely seen as bogged down by security and stability problems.

The two scholars said an African presence on the council would ensure that the U.N. responded more quickly to peacekeeping needs in Africa.

"The moment you put security in order, you put the economy in order," said Njoroge. "If Africa had a previous [permanent] presence at the Security Council, peace building efforts in a country like Somalia would have been faster," he said.

"We would now be seeing a peaceful Somali that trades with the rest of the international community."

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan this week released a reform program proposing one of two models for enlarging the Security Council and making it better reflect the 21st century international community.

The council currently has five, veto-wielding permanent members -- the U.S., Britain, France, China and Russia - and 10 non-permanent members who serve two-year terms.

Both proposed models would increase the body to 24 members.

Model A adds six permanent members, two from Africa, two from Asia, and one each from Europe and the Americas, but without veto power. Non-permanent members would be increased from 10 to 13.

Model B does not change the permanent seats, adds one non-permanent seat, and creates a new, third tier of eight semi-permanent (four-year, renewable terms) seats, two each from Africa, Asia, Europe and the Americas.

The Africa Unions has expressed its support for the first option, recommending that Africa get two permanent seats as well as five of the 13 non-permanent seats.

The A.U. also argued that the new permanent members also have veto power, although Annan has ruled that out because of likely opposition from many U.N. members, including some of the current permanent five.

Abong'o said it would be "useless" for African nations to become permanent members if they do not have veto power.

Contenders

The A.U. will decide in July which African countries should be put forward for the permanent seats, should model A be adopted when world leaders meet in New York in September.

South Africa, Nigeria, Egypt and Kenya have expressed interest, and individual countries have initiated lobbying campaigns to secure support.

Kenyan government spokesman Alfred Mutua said Kenya would be a very good representative of Africa because it has been instrumental in promoting security issues.

"We have been on the forefront in Africa in pursuing peace, we have sent our troops to several peacekeeping operations in the world, and we are known for our non-alignment on world issues," he said in a telephone interview.

Patrick Muluki of Kenya's Defense Staff College said Kenya's advantage lay in the fact it was home to the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), the only U.N. agency headquartered in a Third World country.

"Kenya therefore has a practical sense of how the U.N. works."

Kenya is also heavily involved in U.N. peacekeeping activities across the world and this could work in its favor, he said.

Kenya may also be seen as a "compromise" candidate in the light of political and economic rivalry in sub-Sahara Africa between South Africa and Nigeria.

"Kenya is emerging as a politically responsible state. Its quiet diplomacy works, like in the case of the success of the Sudan peace process."

Nigeria's presidential press official, Remi Oyo, said Nigeria should automatically secure one of the seats because its population represents a quarter of Africa's total.

But Muluki argued that Nigeria was the least likely nation to garner one of the seats.

"Though large population is an advantage, Nigeria's domestic politics do not endear it to the international community," he said. "The country is politically unpredictable. It cannot be trusted."

On the other hand, the fact Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo is the current chairman of the A.U. may assist its campaign.

Muluki saw Egypt as "a shinning candidate" - a regional power in North Africa and the Middle East, with a powerful military and strong links to the U.S., it also will likely wing Muslim support.

South Africa's economic and military muscle makes it a strong contender for one of the seats.

"South Africa has the largest naval power in Africa, it has very effective international diplomacy and has the capability to act in an event of a major international war."

_____________________________________________________________________________

Evangelischer Presse Dienst: Knapp 100 Vorschläge für Deutschen Umweltpreis
 
 
Osnabrück (epd). Die Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt hat knapp 100 Vorschläge für den Deutschen Umweltpreis erhalten. Es seien Persönlichkeiten aus mittelständischen Unternehmen wie auch aus Wissenschaft, Forschung und Naturschutz genannt worden, sagte Pressesprecher Franz-Georg Elpers am Donnerstag in Osnabrück. Die große Zahl der Kandidaten sei "überwältigend". 

Die Stiftung vergibt den mit 500.000 Euro höchstdotierten Umweltpreis Europas zum 13. Mal. Bundespräsident Horst Köhler wird ihn am 16. Oktober in Lübeck überreichen. Nach der Begutachtung durch die Geschäftsstelle der Stiftung werde eine unabhängige 15-Köpfige Fachjury alle Vorschläge prüfen. Das Kuratorium werde dann im Herbst endgültig entscheiden, sagte Elpers.

Die Auszeichnung soll Personen, Unternehmen und Organisationen motivieren, Umweltprobleme rechtzeitig zu erkennen und schon im Vorfeld zu entschärfen. Zu den bisherigen Preisträgern gehören unter anderem der Direktor des UN-Umweltprogramms, Klaus Töpfer, die Unternehmer Michael Otto und Klaus Steilmann sowie der spätere Chemie-Nobelpreisträger Paul Crutzen. Im vergangenen Jahr bekam Hannelore "Loki" Schmidt den erstmals vergebenen Ehrenpreis für ihr Lebenswerk. (epd Niedersachsen-Bremen/b0922/24.03.05)
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News
CBC (Canada): Indonesia begins to assess quake's toll
Last Updated Mon, 28 Mar 2005 23:54:11 EST 

J AKARTA - Indonesians are struggling to assess the damage from a powerful earthquake that struck overnight, killing as many as 2,000 people and leaving hundreds homeless. 

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono said early Tuesday that he was postponing a trip to Australia in order to fly to the worst-hit area, Nias island off Sumatra's west coast. 

Emergency crews continued to search for survivors who might be trapped in collapsed buildings, after an 8.7-magnitude earthquake rattled northwestern Indonesia just after 11 p.m. local time on Monday. 

Rescue efforts were hampered as many people trapped in the rubble remained panic-stricken after several aftershocks hit, police officers told reporters on Tuesday. 

Officials said thousands of people fled the island's main city, Gunungsitoli, and took shelter in the hills, fearing a repetition of the devastating earthquake and tsunami three months ago. 

Many people still need medical treatment because the quake knocked out power at the city's biggest hospital and scared away many doctors and nurses, officials said. 

Indonesian Vice President Jusuf Kalla told reporters he expects that between 1,000 and 2,000 fatalities, based on the damage to the buildings on Nias. 

Earlier, police officials had said at least 300 people died on the island, which lies in a region known for its spectacular surfing. 

Fire rages through city
Adding to the chaos, a huge fire raged in Gunungsitoli Tuesday morning, witnesses told international media agencies. 

About 70 per cent of the buildings had collapsed in the city, killing and trapping scores of people. 

The Dec. 26 tsunami killed at least 340 people on Nias island and left another 10,000 homeless – but observers said the damage from Monday's quake seemed worse. 

Jan Egeland, the United Nations' emergency relief co-ordinator, said reports from Nias indicated that buildings that survived the earlier disaster had crumbled this time. 

On Tuesday, helicopters were to survey islands within 50 kilometres of the epicentre about 1,400 kilometres north of Jakarta in the Andaman Sea. 

Tsunami danger passed
Officials issued tsunami warnings in Indonesia, India, Sri Lanka, Japan, Thailand, Malaysia and other countries, but lifted them within a few hours. 

Thousands of people fled the coasts in those countries, fearing a repetition of the tsunami waves that pounded a dozen countries after an earthquake on Dec. 26. 

The Dec. 26 quake, which measured 9.0 in magnitude, caused a tsunami that killed an estimated 200,000 people and left at least 1.5 million homeless. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Die Zeit/Handelsblatt: Trittin wirft Ländern und Gemeinden Untätigkeit vor

Feinstaubwerte heizen Fahrverbot-Streit an

Die hohe Luftverschmutzung mit dem Krebs erregenden Feinstaub hat am Osterwochenende den Streit über die Verantwortung und Gegenmaßnahmen wie Fahrverbote angeheizt.

HB BERLIN. Als erste deutsche Stadt verletzte München am Sonntag die seit Januar geltende EU-Obergrenze, der zufolge der Grenzwert für den vor allem durch ungefilterte Dieselfahrzeuge verursachten Feinstaub nur an 35 Tagen im Jahr überschritten werden darf. Bundesumweltminister Jürgen Trittin warf den Ländern und Gemeinden Untätigkeit bei der Umsetzung der Richtlinie vor. Kritik an den Ländern kam auch vom Deutschen Städte- und Gemeindebund (DSGB) und der Deutschen Umwelthilfe, die nun auch in München Fahrverbote per einstweiliger Verfügung gerichtlich durchsetzen will. Der bayrische Umweltminister Werner Schnappauf sagte Reuters, die Kommunen allein könnten das Problem nicht lösen. Saubere Lkw könnten bei der Straßennutzung bevorzugt werden. Der Gelsenkirchener Professor für Automobilwirtschaft, Gerd Dudenhöffer, forderte ein schnelles Ende der Debatte über Verbote, da sonst der deutschen Autoindustrie Einbußen drohten. 

Die seit Januar geltende EU-Feinstaubrichtlinie sieht vor, dass in einer Kommune der Grenzwert von 50 Mikrogramm je Kubikmeter Luft nur an 35 Tagen im Jahr überschritten werden darf. In München wurde der Grenzwert am Sonntag nach Angaben des Landesumweltamtes mit 58 Mikrogramm zum 36. Mal überschritten. Umweltverbände sehen in Fahrverboten für Dieselfahrzeuge ohne Partikelfilter die einzig wirksame Sofortmaßnahme gegen den Feinstaub, der in Deutschland für jährlich 65.000 Todesfälle verantwortlich gemacht wird. Die Deutsche Umwelthilfe, die Anfang voriger Woche in Berlin Klagen auf Fahrverbote eingereicht hatte, kündigte dies nun auch für München an. 

Bundesumweltminister Trittin warf Ländern und Gemeinden Untätigkeit gegen den Feinstaub vor. "Jeder wusste, was da auf ihn zukommt. Ich glaube, es gibt eine bestimmte Neigung bei Ländern und Gemeinden, die Umsetzung von EU-Recht nach hinten zu schieben", sagte der Grünen-Politiker der Tageszeitung "Die Welt". Bei einer Verletzung der Richtlinie drohten Verfahren aus Brüssel. Deshalb sei es dringend notwendig, "dass die Länder ihre zögerliche Haltung bei der beschleunigten Einführung von Dieselrußfiltern und bei der Nachrüstung von Altfahrzeugen aufgeben". Der Städte- und Gemeindebund kritisierte ebenfalls, die Umsetzung der EU-Richtlinie komme nicht voran, was vor allem an den Ländern liege. Verkehrsminister Manfred Stolpe lehnte eine City-Maut zur Eindämmung des Verkehrs ab. Auch Trittin äußerte sich dazu skeptisch. 

Bayerns Umweltminister Schnappauf wies den Vorwurf der Untätigkeit im Gespräch mit der Nachrichtenagentur Reuters zurück. Fahrverbote wollte der CSU-Politiker nicht ausschließen, sagte aber: "Wir prüfen Benutzervorteile für saubere Lkw in der Stadt." Auch sollten bei der Lkw-Maut saubere Fahrzeug stärker entlastet und Laster ohne Filter stärker belastet werden. Noch wirksamer sei aber ein schneller Einbau von Filtern in Diesel-Fahrzeuge. Der Bund will dies zwar steuerlich fördern, die Länder wollen wegen der Einbußen bei der Kfz-Steuer aber eine Kompensation. "Der Bund hat hier kein Konzept", kritisierte Schnappauf. 

Die Umweltministerin von Nordrhein-Westfalen, Bärbel Höhn, warf ihrerseits den Städten vor, die Gefahr zu lange ignoriert zu haben. Fahrverbote in bestimmten Regionen seien nun unumgänglich. 

Der Autoexperte Dudenhöffer warnte in der "Welt am Sonntag", der Kauf von bis zu 30 000 Dieselfahrzeugen könne wegen des Streits über Steuererleichterungen in den nächsten Monaten verschoben werden. Damit entstünde der deutschen Autobranche erheblicher Schaden durch ihre Strategie, Rußfilter nur als Sonderausstattung und auch nicht für alle Modelle anzubieten. "Die Feinstaubdebatte könnte den nächsten Autofrühling, auf den wir seit Jahren warten, weiter verzögern", sagte Dudenhöffer.

____________________________________________________________________________

ROAP MEDIA UPDATE – 25 and 29  March 2005
UN or UNEP in the news


Conference Focuses on Pro-Environment Action
Participants of MCED 2005 Will Adopt Seoul Initiative to Strengthen Cooperation

By Moon Gwang-lip, Staff Reporter 

More than 300 experts and officials, including environment and development-related ministers from 51 Asia and Pacific countries will attend the fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development (MCED) in Seoul today.
…The participants of the conference include the ESCAP executive secretary Kim, United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) executive director Klaus Toepfer, former Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto and Asian Development Bank (ADB) president Haruhiko Kuroda.
http://times.hankooki.com/lpage/nation/200503/kt2005032411193011950.htm 
Asian nations must choose sustainable growth, UN says
INQ7 Interactive, Inc., Philippines, Posted: 4:16 PM | Mar. 28, 2005, Jun Kwanwoo, Agence France-Presse - SEOUL--Asia-Pacific economies may be expanding fast but growth will not be sustainable for much longer unless the region pays more attention to the environment, the United Nations said Monday. 
Asia-Pacific environment ministers heard the wake-up call at a two-day meeting on the environment organized by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). 
…."'Green growth' is the biggest challenge facing the world and this dynamic region in particular," Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), told the conference. 
http://money.inq7.net/breakingnews/view_breakingnews.php?yyyy=2005&mon=03&dd=28&file=16 

Nature ; Kyoto Protocol comes into force: 
 Keralanext, India, 28 March 2005 - [Nature News] The Kyoto accord, which aims to curb the air pollution blamed for global warming, has come into force seven years after it was agreed. The accord requires countries to cut emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. 
Some 141 countries, accounting for 55% of greenhouse gas emissions, have ratified the treaty, which pledges to cut these emissions by 5.2% by 2012. 
But the world's top polluter - the US - has not signed up to the treaty.
…But the head of the UN Environment Programme, Klaus Toepfer, said Kyoto was only a first step and much hard work needed to be done to fight global warming. 
"Climate change is the spectre at the feast, capable of undermining our attempts to deliver a healthier, fairer and more resilient world," he said. 
http://www.keralanext.com/news/indexread.asp?id=164379 
U.N. official praises expo 
Daily Yomiuri – Japan, 27 March 2005, Cameron McLauchlan / Daily Yomiuri Staff Writer - The Aichi Expo presents an excellent opportunity to shine the spotlight on conservation efforts and promote greater recognition of the importance of caring for the environment, according to the head of the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP). 
Speaking at a press conference at the expo media center, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, "I expect the expo will contribute to the growing awareness that a stable environment isn't a luxury of the rich people of the world, but it is a precondition for the survival of the whole planet. 
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/newse/20050327wo41.htm 

General Environment News

Up to 2,000 dead in Indonesia earthquake: Vice president 
The Jakarta Post, 29 March 2005 - BANDA ACEH, Aceh: As many as 2,000 people may have been killed when a powerful earthquake hit the Indonesian island of Nias, Indonesian Vice President Yusuf Kalla said on Tuesday. 
"Maybe there are one to two thousand people who have died according to the early reports from there," Kalla told BBC radio in an interview, adding that a more precise evaluation would be likely in the coming hours after a further report by the district chief and police. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detaillatestnews.asp?fileid=20050329083505&irec=0 

Cooperation takes root in Australian forest
Byline:  Peter N. Spotts Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor

Date: 03/24/2005 - (BALOOK, AUSTRALIA)On maps, the low rolling mountains east of Melbourne are titled the Strzeleckis. Locally, they're known as the "Heartbreak Hills." Their steep slopes, fragile soils, and heavy rainfall have conspired to defeat nearly every effort to scratch a living from them.
…Last fall, the company that owns the rights to log the range and two environmental groups signed an agreement to work together to manage the land in ways that put biodiversity on a par with its timber resources. 

Signing a "memorandum of understanding" (MOU) to cooperate, rather than inking a clear long-term conservation plan, may seem almost trivial. But it's a major step for Australia and comes at a time of heightened global concerns over legal and illegal logging to meet skyrocketing demand - especially in Australia's backyard, Asia.

Forests in the region face increasing pressure. For example: While China has made significant strides in protecting some forests and replanting others, its demand for wood is so great that within five years it will be unable to supply even half its industrial demand, says a report released by World Wildlife Fund International earlier this month. Yet China's largest suppliers - Indonesia, Malaysia, and Russia - are countries in which illegal logging in ecologically significant forests is a big problem. The WWF claims much of that illegal wood is finding its way to China.
http://www.csmonitor.com/2005/0324/p14s01-sten.html 

Poorer nations on GMO bandwagon
The Nation (Thailand), Janjira Pongrai, Published on Mar 25, 2005 - The amount of land worldwide devoted to growing genetically modified crops has increased by 20 per cent over the past nine years, an expert said yesterday.
Dr Clive James, chairman of the International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications, said the agricultural area used for genetically modified organism (GMO) plants had risen by 82.25 million rai between 1996 and 2004. 
…Thailand has the capability to be the leader in GMO cotton and papaya and grow both plants commercially. The research has been conducted, but the country has yet to transfer the knowledge to farmers. 
“There is no need to be scared of this technology because after nine years there have been no adverse effects from this technology for countries that use it,’’ James said.
Dr Suthas Sriwattanapong, adviser to the service, urged the government to make quick decisions and give farmers the choice for GMO plants.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/search/page.arcview.php?clid=4&id=113654&usrsess= 
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UN SECRETARIAT AND ASSEMBLY MUST APPROVE NEW RULES FOR UN PEACEKEEPERS –   REPORT                                                                     

 A new report requested by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan on   

 sexual exploitation occurring in peacekeeping missions recommends the UN   

 standardize rules so that all personnel are held equally accountable and   

 that laws in troop-contributor countries and individual responsibility for 

 victims, including "peacekeeper babies," be strengthened.                  

 The report was prepared by Prince Zeid Ra'ad Zeid Al-Hussein, the          

 Permanent Representative of Jordan and himself a former civilian           

 peacekeeper, after extensive consultations with officials from the UN      

 Secretariat and from troop-and police-contributing countries, as well as a 

 visit last year to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), where many  

 of the allegations have surfaced.                                          

 "Resolving the problem of sexual exploitation and abuse by United Nations  

 peacekeeping personnel is a shared responsibility and can only succeed     

 with firm commitment and action by both the Secretariat and Member States. 

 We are committed to implement the necessary reforms as quickly as          

 possible," Mr. Annan said in a statement after he forwarded the report to  

 the General Assembly.                                                      

 "I also call upon Member States to act with determination and due haste    

 and to provide the necessary resources to the Secretariat and the United   

 Nations agencies, funds and programmes to put in place the important       

 changes required."                                                         

 The UN's top peacekeeping official, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, said he concurred 

 fully with the report's findings. "What [Prince Zeid] says provides the    

 basis for a sound strategy to address the issues. Now we want to push it   

 forward," he told reporters.                                               

The report says, "United Nations peacekeeping has a distinguished history  

 of helping many States and peoples to emerge from conflict with the hope   

 of a better future." It adds, however, that peacekeeping personnel have    

 all too often "read normalcy into situation that is far from normal."      

 "And it is this inability on the part of many peacekeepers to discern the  

 extent to which the society is traumatized and vulnerable that is at the   

 root of many of the problems addressed in the present report

 It points out many gaps in liability, especially since the present         

 peacekeeping regime recognizes different categories of personnel, governed 

 by different sets of rules 

 Because "troop-contributing countries are responsible for the conduct and  

 discipline of their troops," it says, the General Assembly should apply    

 the rules in Mr. Annan's bulletin on measures for protection from sexual   

 abuse to all categories, including civilian police, military observers,    

 members of national contingents, UN Volunteers (UNV), consultants and      

 contractors 

 On military personnel, the model status-of forces agreement has assumed    

 that the Secretary-General will obtain formal assurances from a troop      

 contributor that it will exercise criminal jurisdiction over its troops in 

 return for the immunity given by the host State, the report says 

 However, "such formal assurances are no longer obtained," it points out,   

 calling for such clauses to be inserted once again into the model          

 memorandum of understanding "to ensure that troop-contributing countries   

 have a legal obligation to consider for prosecution acts of sexual         

 exploitation and abuse committed by military members of peacekeeping       

 missions that constitute crimes under the laws of the troop-contributing   

 country or the host State."                                                

 Troop contributors must report how they followed up with the investigated  

 cases the UN refers to them but since "a decision whether or not to        

 prosecute is an act of sovereignty," the Assembly is asked to decide that  

 contributors must agree on these procedures before their troops and other  

 personnel are accepted for a mission, it says.                             

 The General Assembly must also authorize a professional investigative body 

 with "experts who have had experience in sex crime investigations,         

 particularly those involving children," it says.                           

 A military prosecutor from the relevant troop contributor should be part   

 of this professional investigating mechanism and a troop contributor       

 handling accusations should hold on-site courts martial, since that would  

 facilitate access to witnesses and evidence in the mission area, the       

 report suggests 

 "Troop-contributing countries whose legislation does not permit on-site    

 courts-martial should consider reforming their legislation," it says.      

 Since "soldiers are only as good as their commanders," commanders who      

 imposed discipline or cooperated with investigations should be rewarded    

 with a special commendation, or a medal.                                   

 Missions should have extensive programmes of outreach to the local         

 population and the number of female peacekeepers should be increased, it   

 says.                                                                      

 Abandoned mothers of peacekeeper babies are in a desperate financial       

 situation, the report says. Upon identification through blood or DNA       

 tests, fathers who are not UN staff members could make payments to a       

 proposed UN Trust Fund for Victims, which would also take care of children 

 whose fathers were known to be peacekeepers, but who could not be          

 identified 

 A UN staff member who is a father of a peacekeeper baby, in addition to    

 facing other punishments set out under UN regulations, could pay the       

 mother "say, the equivalent of one year's salary of a local employee of    

 the mission," the report says.                                             

 * * *                                                                      

 10,000-STRONG UN PEACEKEEPING MISSION AUTHORIZED FOR SOUTHERN SUDAN        

 The United Nations Security Council voted unanimously today to send 10,000 

 troops and more than 700 civilian police to southern Sudan for an initial  

 period of six months to support the peace agreement between the Government 

 of Sudan and the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), which   

 ended more than two decades of civil strife.                               

 The peacekeepers would form the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS), which, as     

 part of a considerable mandate, would liaise and coordinate with the       

 African Mission in Sudan (AMIS) "with a view towards expeditiously         

 reinforcing the effort to foster peace in Darfur," said the United         

 States-sponsored resolution.                                               

 Other parts of the mandate include monitoring and verifying the ceasefire  

 agreement, helping to set up a disarmament, demobilization and             

 reintegration programme for ex-combatants, and promoting national          

 reconciliation and human rights

 It requested Secretary-General Kofi Annan to report to the Council within  

 30 days on ways in which UNMIS could reinforce the peace effort in the     

 western region of Darfur through appropriate assistance to AMIS, including 

 logistical support and technical assistance

 "Let us be clear: the people of Sudan, the donor community and the United  

 Nations face extraordinary challenges in implementing the peace agreement. 

 These must be addressed quickly and with determination. Serious political  

 hurdles still confront the peace process and we must have the full         

 cooperation of the parties to overcome them," Mr. Annan said in a message  

 read to the Council by UN peacekeeping chief Jean-Marie Guéhenno 

 He noted that the UN would face unprecedented logistical obstacles in      

 setting up the operation "in a country famous for its extreme climate and  

 prohibitive terrain" and that an appeal for $560 million for relief and    

 recovery operations in southern Sudan had brought in only 10 per cent of   

 that amount

 The resolution stressed that no military action could solve the problems   

 in Darfur and it called on the Sudanese Government and the rebel groups,   

 especially the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) and the Sudanese        

 Liberation Army/Movement (SLA/M) to resume peace talks rapidly and without 

 preconditions in Abuja, Nigeria.                                           

 It also called on the UN Joint Assessment Mission, the World Bank and      

 unilateral and multilateral donors to provide an assistance package for    

 the reconstruction and economic development of Sudan, including official   

 development assistance and trade access, and it welcomed a Norwegian       

 initiative to convene an international donors' conference for the country. 

 The resolution noted that all the UN regulations for strict and            

 appropriate peacekeeper conduct had to be observed.                                                                                           

 * * *

WORLD SUPPORT FOR ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN PEACE MORE VITAL THAN EVER, SECURITY  COUNCIL TOLD                                                               

 International support for the Israeli-Palestinian peace process is more    

 vital than ever since, despite renewed hopes for progress, there is a      

 sense that setbacks are inevitable, including Israel’s failure to freeze   

 settlement expansion, the top United Nations political officer told the    

 Security Council today.                                                    

 “I would like to stress here the UN’s concern over Israel’s failure thus   

 far to dismantle settlement outposts and freeze settlement expansion,”     

 Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast said in   

 his latest monthly briefing, citing reports of a Government decision to    

 build at least 3,500 new housing units this year in Maaleh Adumim, near    

 Jerusalem.                                                                 

 “The Road Map states clearly that Israel should dismantle outposts and     

 freeze settlement activity, and the Quartet position is that neither party 

 should undertake actions that threaten to prejudge final status talks,” he 

 added of the peace plan sponsored by the Middle East diplomatic Quartet –  

 the UN, European Union, Russia and the United States. The plan calls for   

 parallel and reciprocal steps by both sides leading to two States living   

 in peace, originally by the end of 2005.                                   

 “We believe that a halt to such action is needed now, to preserve hope for 

 a viable future for the Palestinian people,” Mr. Prendergast declared 

 He said Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who visited the region last week,    

 strongly believes that active support and encouragement from the Quartet   

 and the international community are more essential than ever       

 He noted that in talks Mr. Annan had with the leaders of both sides, the   

 Israelis emphasized their overriding concern that the Palestinian          

 Authority bring to justice those who perpetrate terrorist acts, while the  

 Palestinians stressed the need for Israel to ease the closures that cause  

 suffering in the occupied territory.                                       

 “The respective presentations by the parties impressed on the              

 Secretary-General the immediate and pressing need to rebuild trust and     

 restore confidence. He urged the parties to engage in direct dialogue and  

 negotiations. Peace processes, he warned, cannot afford stagnation,” Mr.   

 Prendergast added.                                                         

 He said Mr. Annan had stressed that Israel’s proposed withdrawal from Gaza 

 was not an end in itself but an important step in a broader process and    

 should be consistent with the Road Map, noting that Palestinian leaders    

 fear it might become “Gaza First and Gaza Last.”                           

 He called on Israel to abide by its legal obligations and find alternative 

 ways to address its legitimate security concerns other than the barrier it 

 is building on occupied land in the West Bank, which was declared illegal  

 in an advisory opinion by the International Court of Justice (ICJ) that    

 called for it to be torn down.                                             

 “There are many obstacles and challenges. But the deadlock has been        

 broken,” he said in summing up the changes since last month’s summit       

 between Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Palestinian President      

 Mahmoud Abbas with the Palestinians vowing to stop acts of violence and    

 Israel pledging to cease military activities.                                           

 “It goes without saying that continuation of the current process remains   

 primarily the responsibility of the parties. But we, the international     

 community, should stand ready to assist them along the stony path from     

 violence and terror, bloodshed and suffering towards a better life of      

 peace and security.”                                                       

 * * *                                                                      

 ANNAN APPEALS FOR MAXIMUM RESTRAINT IN CôTE D'IVOIRE AS POLITICAL TENSIONS  INCREASE                                                                   

 With progress in the Côte d'Ivoire peace process being limited and         

 deadlines for the implementation of provisions falling behind schedule,    

 the security situation is precarious and mobilization of militia-type      

 groups is increasing across the West African country, United Nations       

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report to the Security Council. 

 "I call upon the Ivorian parties and in particular those controlling the   

 militia groups to exercise maximum restraint and to refrain from resorting 

 to violence, as a means of advancing their political aims," he says.       

 "The armed militias must be reined in and their leaders, as well as those  

 behind them, must be held accountable, including for their attacks against 

 the civilian population and peacekeepers. There is a very real danger that 

 events may spin out of control with incalculable consequences for the      

 people of Côte d'Ivoire and the sub-region as a whole."                    

 Despite the laudable efforts of President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa and  

 the African Union (AU), the country remained effectively divided, he says. 

 "The serious decline of the Ivorian economy continues, which increases     

 political tensions and worsens the social conditions in the country. Human 

 rights abuses continue both in the south and in the north, with little or  

 no effort being made to curtail the widespread culture of impunity," Mr.   

 Annan says.                                                                

 The south is ruled by the Government, while the north is controlled by the 

 rebel Forces Nouvelles, with UN and French Licorne peacekeepers stationed  

 between.                                                                   

 Mr. Annan appeals to President Laurent Gbagbo, the opposition Forces       

 Nouvelles and all political leaders to carry out the AU plan of action     

 without delay.                                                             

 * * *

 GUINEA-BISSAU PARTIES AGREE TO DELAY ELECTIONS FOR VOTER RE-REGISTRATION,  UN SAYS   

 The United Nations offices in Guinea-Bissau are focusing on efforts to     

 lower tensions between political parties and creating a good political     

 climate for a peaceful, fair and transparent poll, which has been delayed  

 by a month, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a report to the Security  

 Council.                                                                   

 With 20 political parties having challenged the 2004 voter register, the   

 Guinea-Bissau National Election Commission and the parties will revise the 

 list, delaying the presidential elections until a yet to be determined     

 time in June, a date which will mark the end of the political transition   

 in the post-conflict country, it says.                                     

 Since the Council has revised the mandate of the UN Peacebuilding Support  

 Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNOGBIS), Mr. Annan recommends that the office    

 develop "stable civil-military relations through a profound reform of the  

 armed forces as an institution subordinate to democratic civilian          

 authority."                                                                

 The dignified reintegration of demobilized former combatants deserves      

 particular attention, along with reform of the justice system and the      

 revitalization of the economy to sustain any progress from security        

 reform, it says.                                                           

 The country has improved noticeably since his last report in December, Mr. 

 Annan says, but is still confronted with tremendous challenges. "The State 

 is still floundering and unable to effectively address the basic needs of  

 the populace," while the old sources of conflict persist.                  

 * * *                                                                      

 EIGHT CANDIDATES NAMED TO BECOME UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES         

 Eight nominees have been short-listed to become the United Nations High    

 Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), replacing Ruud Lubbers, who resigned a  

 month ago as chief of the refugee agency amid a media furore over          

 allegations against him of sexual harassment, which he denied.                                                              

 At the beginning of the latest search, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said   

 he wanted someone with a thorough knowledge of refugee issues and of       

 unimpeachable personal and professional integrity. The person would also   

 have to have proven skills in managing a complex organization, be able to  

 mobilize resources and be an unflinching champion of the refugee cause.    

 Today Mr. Annan's spokesman, Fred Eckhard, issued a list of people chosen  

 to be interviewed by a panel of senior management officials in the next    

 few weeks. The panel will refer the finalists to Mr. Annan and his Deputy, 

 Louise Fréchette, for final interviews. Mr. Annan will then forward the    

 name of his nominee to the UN General Assembly.                            

 The eight include Emma Bonino of Italy, Member of the European Parliament, 

 Committee on Foreign Affairs, Committee on Budget, Sub-Committee on Human  

 Rights; Hans Dahlgren of Sweden, State Secretary for Foreign Affairs;      

 Gareth Evans of Australia, President and Chief Executive of the            

 Brussels-based International Crisis Group; and former Prime Minister       

 António Guterres of Portugal.                                              

 Also listed are Søren Jessen-Petersen of Denmark, the Secretary-General's  

 Special Representative for Kosovo and head of the United Nations Interim   

 Administration Mission there (UNMIK); Bernard Kouchner of France, Former   

 Minister of Health and Mr. Annan's former Special Representative for       

 Kosovo; Kamel Morjane of Tunisia, currently the Assistant High             

 Commissioner for Refugees; and Mark Verwilghen of Belgium, Minister of     

 Economy, Energy, Foreign Trade and Scientific Politics.                                                                      

 * * *                                                                      

 UN REFUGEE AGENCY ENDS EMERGENCY TSUNAMI RELIEF OPERATIONS IN INDONESIA                                   

 The United Nations refugee agency is phasing out its emergency tsunami     

 operations in Indonesia's Aceh province as the Government moves from       

 relief to reconstruction, and expects to end by tomorrow what was an       

 unprecedented programme for a body mandated normally to protect only those 

 fleeing violence or persecution.                                           

 But such was the enormity of the December disaster, which killed more than 

 200,000 people and left up to 5 million more without basic services in a   

 dozen Indian Ocean countries, that the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (  UNHCR) was asked to join the UN emergency response in Aceh, the region     

 most ravaged by the tsunami.                                               

 "UNHCR understands the Government's desire to review and rationalize the   

 huge humanitarian effort in Aceh as it now prepares for the next important 

 stage - long-term reconstruction," the agency said in a statement released 

 today in Jakarta, the Indonesian capital. "UNHCR remains ready to provide  

 support in that stage if requested to do so by the Government."            

 Shortly after the tsunami struck, the agency quickly mounted a programme   

 to help provide shelter and other assistance to some 100,000 people along  

 Aceh's devastated west coast, deploying mobile teams to temporary field    

 locations in Medan, Banda Aceh, Meulaboh, Calang and Lamno.                

 Swiss helicopters and sea transport provided by the Indonesian Army were   

 used to transport lightweight tents, plastic sheeting, jerry cans, kitchen 

 sets, blankets and locally produced plastic sleeping mats. UNHCR also      

 developed a strategy to support early return and the provision of          

 permanent housing units to the affected population in some of the smaller  

 coastal communities.                                                                                               

 Other UN agencies are still on the ground in the province, including the   

 UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food Programme (WFP).                      

 At the request of the UN Country Team, UNHCR in January presented a        

 six-month $60-million operational plan for Aceh, focusing primarily on     

 shelter needs. About $33 million of the amount raised remains available,   

 while $7 million has already been spent. If UNHCR is not requested to take 

 part in the reconstruction phase, it will be consulting with its donors on 

 the use of the unspent funds. Options could include reimbursement to       

 donors or transfer to other agreed agencies.                               

 "UNHCR is proud to have been a part of the UN response and to have been    

 able to work alongside the people of Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam. It is also  

 grateful to have had the opportunity to contribute so effectively to the   

 Indonesian Government's overall response," the agency said.                

 * * *                                                                      

 AFRICAN NATIONS CAN BETTER FIGHT INVASIVE FOREST PESTS THANKS TO UN-BACKED 

 WEB SITE                                                                   

 African countries will now be better able to guard against invasive pests  

 that threaten their forests, sometimes from as far afield as North         

 America, thanks to a new United Nations-backed web site launched today to  

 fight a danger that has grown seriously with the increase in trade, travel 

 and transport.                                                             

 "Until now, African countries lacked effective means to share information  

 on forest-invasive species despite an increase in the spread of pests      

 across Africa," UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) specialist on   

 forest health Gillian Allard said. "The new web site is facilitating the   

 information flow."                                                         

 The site, created by African specialists at the initiative of the Forest   

 Invasive Species Network for Africa (FISNA), is hosted by FAO. Features    

 include information on new outbreaks of invasive pest species and woody    

 species. It also provides references, publications and other links related 

 to invasive species in Africa, those that are not native to a specific     

 forest ecosystem, whose introduction does or is likely to harm the         

 ecosystem.                                                                 

 Through FISNA, countries are already sharing information on the latest     

 outbreaks of such species. For example, an insect pest, the blue gum       

 chalcid, has recently been discovered in Kenya and Uganda damaging young   

 eucalyptus trees and nursery seedlings. On the web site it is noted that   

 the pest has previously been recorded in Morocco, Iran, Israel and Italy.  

 Also, since 2001, the giant conifer aphid, a pest native to the eastern    

 United States and Canada, has been recorded damaging pine tree plantations 

 in Malawi. The web site shares information on how this can be controlled.  

 Furthermore it shares information on how the spread of the cypress aphid,  

 which has been harming cypresses and cedars in Africa since 1986, is being 

 controlled.                                                                

 "Once this regional web site is linked to other existing regional networks 

 on invasive species, it will become much easier to protect African forests 

 from species that transcend national and regional boundaries," Ms. Allard  

 said.                                                                                     

 * * *                                                                      

 UN-CERTIFIED FISH NO RED HERRING FOR ENVIRONMENTALLY-CONSCIOUS CONSUMER    

 Consumers can soon rest assured that the fish they are eating has not been 

 caught in an environmentally-unfriendly way under a new eco-labelling      

 scheme adopted by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (   

 FAO) in a bid to ensure the sustainability of the world's marine           

 fisheries.                                                                         

 The voluntary guidelines for eco-labelling fish products, adopted earlier  

 this month by FAO's Committee of Fisheries (COFI), involve a tag           

 certifying that a product was produced in an environment-friendly way,     

 allowing consumers to make informed choices and creating a market          

 mechanism that promotes sustainable production methods.                    

 The distinctive logo or statement certifies that the fish has been         

 harvested in compliance with conservation and sustainability standards     

 such as those that guard against overfishing or adverse impacts on         

 protected, endangered or threatened species as well as on sensitive        

 habitats.                                                                  

 The guidelines outline general principles that should govern eco-labelling 

 schemes, including the need for reliable, independent auditing,            

 transparency of standard-setting and accountability, and the need for      

 standards to be based on good science.                                     

 They are aimed at providing guidance to governments and organizations that 

 already maintain, or are considering establishing labelling schemes for    

 fish and fishery products from well-managed marine capture fisheries.          

 With trade in fishery products at an all-time high and concern over the    

 status of wild marine stocks growing, eco-labelling offers a way to        

 promote responsible fish trade – crucial for many developing countries –   

 while preserving natural resources for future generations.                 

 Acknowledging the hurdles poorer countries face due to lack of financial   

 and technical resources, the guidelines call for financial and technical   

 support to help them implement and benefit from eco-labelling.               

 The export value of fish and fishery products has soared from $15 billion  

 a year in 1980 to $57.7 billion a year today. For developing countries –   

 whose market share in value terms is just over 50 per cent – this trade    

 offers a vital source of income. In fact, net revenues from fish trade     

 (exports minus imports) by developing countries have reached $17.7 billion 

 – a figure larger than that earned from their exports of tea, rice, cocoa  

 and coffee combined.                                                       

 * * *                                                                      

 UN AGENCY SEEKS TO IMPROVE PALESTINIAN HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT       

 In a bid to improve Palestinian housing and urban development, the head of 

 the United Nations agency that promotes socially and environmentally       

 sustainable towns with adequate shelter for all is currently visiting the  

 region for talks with Palestinian and Israeli leaders.                     

 The Executive Director of the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT)  

 Anna Tibaijuka yesterday briefed Palestinian Prime Minister Ahmed Qurei on 

 the progress of the new Special Human Settlements Programme for the        

 Palestinian People.                                                        

 The project, the result of a resolution unanimously adopted by             

 Palestinians, Israelis and other Member States at the 19th Session of      

 UN-HABITAT's Governing Council in May 2003, focuses on capacity building,  

 policy reform and providing technical assistance to the Palestinian        

 people.                                                                    

 At Mr. Qurei's request, Ms. Tibaijuka offered to provide technical         

 expertise to support the Palestinian Authority in the areas of housing and 

 sustainable urban development.                                             

 On Tuesday she met with Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Shimon Peres and     

 discussed many issues, including the pending disengagement of Israel from  

 Gaza.                                                                      

 * * *                                                                      

 UN-BACKED ASIA-PACIFIC MEETING TOLD HIGH GROWTH ENVIRONMENTALLY            

 UNSUSTAINABLE                                                              

 The first high-level major environmental conference since last December's  

 devastating Indian Ocean tsunami opened today in Seoul, Republic of Korea, 

 under United Nations auspices with a warning that high economic growth in  

 the Asia-Pacific region is environmentally unsustainable.                  

 "We cannot continue with a 'grow first, clean up later' policy," the       

 Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and  

 the Pacific (ESCAP) Kim Hak-Su told the Fifth Ministerial Conference on    

 Environment and Development in Asia and the Pacific. "We need a new        

 paradigm, a balance of economic growth and 'green growth.'"                

 He told delegates from 53 countries attending the six-day meeting that     

 while the region's recent spectacular economic growth has contributed to   

 the reduction of poverty and social progress in many places, "it has also  

 placed increasingly high pressure on the region's environmental resources  

 beyond its carrying capacity."                                             

 Industrial production in the region increased by almost 40 per cent as     

 compared with a global increase of 23 per cent from 1995 to 2002.          

 Increasing economic growth itself is placing enormous pressure on          

 environmental carrying-capacity. In order to grow without jeopardizing     

 environmental sustainability, not only pollution control but improvement   

 of eco-efficiency of production and consumption are necessary.                  

 Mr. Kim congratulated governments for efforts to boost environmental       

 performance, which have resulted in improvements in urban air quality in   

 some cities, slowed rates of forest loss, increased forest planting rates  

 and considerably reduced the use of ozone-depleting substances.            

 "On the other hand we still observe with concern declines in fishery       

 resources, degradation of marine and coastal resources, loss of            

 biodiversity and forests, land degradation and natural disasters," he      

 said. "Deterioration of these natural resources have continued to affect   

 human health and livelihoods, and increased the vulnerability of many      

 economies."                                                                       

 The Conference, organized by ESCAP under the theme this year of "Achieving 

 environmentally sustainable economic growth in Asia and the Pacific," is   

 held once in every five years. Thirty-one Ministers in charge of the       

 environment will take part in the Ministerial Segment set for 28 to 29     

 March.                                                                          

 * * *                                                                            

 UN AGENCY, ENDING ANGOLAN REFUGEE REPATRIATION SOON, FOCUSES ON            

 RE-SETTLEMENT                                                                        

 Angolan refugees in Namibia are set to begin boarding planes for home      

 early next month as part of a United Nations refugee agency programme that 

 has helped more than 300,000 Angolans re-settle themselves after three     

 decades of war and will return more than 50,000 others by October.             

 Convoys from Kisenge in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to      

 Angola’s Moxico province should end in April, the UN High Commissioner for 

 Refugees (UNHCR) said, while repatriation flights from Zambia and Botswana 

 will resume in May, along with land convoys from Zambia.                   

 UNHCR plans to repatriate 53,000 Angolans during the next seven months.    

 “After that, the three-year period of assisted repatriation will be        

 concluded,” says Annette Nyekan of UNHCR in Angola.                        

 “As of 2006, UNHCR will not provide transport but we will still offer      

 repatriation packages for those who return spontaneously,” she adds.       

 UNHCR’s reintegration package contains two months of food rations from the 

 UN World Food Programme (WFP), along with such basic non-food items as a   

 kitchen set, plastic sheeting, building materials and agricultural tools.  

 With the end of the repatriation phase, UNHCR will turn its full attention 

 to the other three phases in its “4Rs” strategy: reintegration,            

 rehabilitation and reconstruction.                                         

 Landmines are a threat to life and limb in large parts of the country. The 

 infrastructure has been destroyed, basic services are lacking and job      

 opportunities are scarce, UNHCR says, especially in the provinces most     

 affected by the war – Moxico, Cuando Cubango, Uige and Zaire.                   

 In addition, Uige in the north has lost 95 people to a rare acute          

 haemorrhagic fever called Marburg virus and all non-essential travel to    

 that area has been suspended.                                              

 With all of these problems, the head of UNHCR’s Angolan Programme Unit,    

 Jose Samaniego, says, “Our programmes here are increasing. We are shifting 

 the focus from bringing people back home to making their return            

 sustainable.”                                                              

 In 2006, most of the $10 million budget will cover community-approved,     

 UNHCR-supported projects to improve water supplies and sanitation, health, 

 education, income generation, road repairs and other needs, the agency     

 says.                                                                      

 * * *                                                                      

 SECURITY COUNCIL EXTENDS UN MISSION IN AFGHANISTAN FOR ANOTHER YEAR        

 Stressing the urgent need to tackle ongoing challenges in Afghanistan      

 including the fight against narcotics, terrorist threats and timely        

 preparation for elections, the Security Council today unanimously extended 

 the mandate of the United Nations mission in the country for another 12    

 months through 24 March 2006.                                              

 In Resolution 1589, the 15-member body called on the UN Assistance Mission 

 in Afghanistan (UNAMA) to continue to help facilitate parliamentary,       

 provincial and district elections, scheduled for 18 September, with the    

 broadest possible participation, and urged the donor community to promptly 

 make available the necessary funding.                                      

 Stressing the importance of security for credible elections, it called     

 upon Member States to contribute personnel, equipment and other resources  

 to support the expansion of the International Security Assistance Force    

 (ISAF) and the establishment of provincial reconstruction teams to         

 coordinate closely with UNAMA and the Afghan Government.                   

 Welcoming the Government’s efforts so far to implement its national drug   

 control strategy, the resolution supported the fight against illicit       

 trafficking of drugs and precursors within Afghanistan and in neighbouring 

 States, including increased cooperation among them to strengthen           

 anti-narcotic controls to curb the flow.                                     

 The Council action followed receipt on Monday of Secretary-General Kofi    

 Annan’s latest report in which he stressed that Afghanistan will need      

 sustained international help way beyond September’s elections, which mark  

 formal completion of the Bonn accord that set up the country’s             

 transitional phase after the ouster of the Taliban regime in 2001.          

 Mr. Annan noted that a number of post-conflict peace-building tasks had    

 yet to be fulfilled, including the restoration of countrywide security,    

 full resettlement of refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs), the 

 rehabilitation of key economic and social infrastructure and the           

 establishment of functional state institutions across the country.                

 * * *                                                                      

 PHONE HOME BUT PAY THE BILL, UN MISSION IN ETHIOPIA AND ERITREA TELLS      

 PEACEKEEPERS                                                               

 The United Nations peacekeeping mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea has so far 

 been able to recover only $14,000 out of $364,000 in fraudulent telephone  

 calls by contingent troops and civilian personnel, despite efforts to      

 recover the money from the various countries’ Permanent Missions at UN     

 Headquarters in New York.                                                  

 The UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) said in a press release     

 today the abuse was mainly due to the use of stolen PIN codes officially   

 issued to senior personnel allowing them to phone home, with the charges   

 deducted from wages at the end of each month.                              

 “The recovery of the full amount is an ongoing process, in which UNMEE’s   

 Communications, Finance and Administration sections are working in close   

 collaboration with UN Headquarters,” the Mission said.                     

 Established in 2000 after a cessation of hostilities accord ended a bitter 

 two-year border war between the two Horn of Africa countries, UNMEE        

 currently consists of 3,335 military personnel and 212 civilians from 40   

 countries

 * * *                                                                      

 UN LEGAL EXPERT CALLS ON ECUADOR’S CONGRESS TO ‘RECTIFY’ REMOVAL OF JUDGES 

 A top United Nations legal expert who visited Ecuador to study the         

 “serious crisis” that “could irreversibly affect the independence of the   

 judiciary,” has called for urgent steps to fully re-establish the rule of  

 law in the South American country and “rectify” congressional measures     

 replacing Supreme Court judges.                                            

 The Special Rapporteur of the UN Commission on Human Rights on the         

 independence of judges and lawyers, Leandro Despouy, visited Ecuador last  

 week, citing urgent concerns over the replacement of 27 of the 31 Supreme  

 Court judges with magistrates of Congress’s own choosing and the           

 resignation of the court’s president.                                      

 During a news conference in the capital Quito, the Special Rapporteur      

 identified a number of serious irregularities in the measures adopted by   

 the National Congress concerning both the removal of the previous          

 magistrates of the Supreme Court of Justice, the Constitutional Tribunal   

 and the Supreme Electoral Tribunal, and the designation of the new ones.   

 “It is the duty of the National Congress, as the organ that adopted the    

 key measures of removal and designation which provoked the current crisis, 

 to take measures to rectify the situation,” he said.                       

 The formula for the establishment of the Supreme Court of Justice should   

 include the independence of the judges, a procedure to fill vacant posts   

 through election by the rest of the judges of the Court, a system of       

 designation of judges guaranteeing their capability and probity, and        including a transparent process for the participation of citizens.         

 Mr. Despouy thanked the Government and all the authorities and sectors of  

 the civil society that cooperated very openly in making the visit possible 

 and for having provided valuable information.                              

 During his weeklong visit, which ended 18 March, he met with President     

 Lucio Gutierrez, Congressional leaders, judges from courts at various      

 levels, as well as with judicial associations, jurists and                 

 non-governmental organizations (NGOs).                                     

 * * *                                                                      

 AFRICA SHOWS ALARMING RISE IN TUBERCULOSIS, UN REPORTS ON WORLD TB DAY     

 With 5,000 people dying from tuberculosis every day and Africa posing the  

 “glaring exception” to a global trend of falling or stabilized rates, the  

 United Nations today observed World TB Day with an optimistic report on    

 the battle against the disease in the world’s other regions and calls for  

 even greater efforts.                                                      

 “Clearly, we must work harder if we are to achieve, by 2015, the           

 Millennium Development Goal (MDG) of halting and beginning to reverse the  

 spread of TB as one of the world’s major diseases,” Secretary-General Kofi 

 Annan said in a message in which he called the scourge “both preventable   

 and curable.”                                                              

 In most areas of the world, the battle is being successfully fought, but   

 in Africa the disease has reached alarming proportions with a growing      

 number of TB cases and deaths linked to HIV, the UN World Health           

 Organization (WHO) said in its new report released today – “The Global     

 Tuberculosis Control study for 2005.”                                      

 Global TB prevalence has declined by more than 20 per cent since 1990 and  

 rates are now falling or stable in five of the world’s six regions of the  

 world, but “the glaring exception is Africa,” where incidence has tripled  

 since 1990 in countries with high HIV prevalence and are still rising      

 across the continent at a rate of 3 per cent to 4 per cent annually,       

 according to the report.                                                   

 “Evidence in this report provides real optimism that TB is beatable, but   

 it is also a clear warning,” WHO Director-General Dr Lee Jong-wook said.   

 “As (former South African President) Nelson Mandela has said, we can’t     

 fight AIDS unless we do much more to fight TB, and it is time to match his 

 words with urgent action in Africa on the two epidemics together.”         

 Even Uganda, an African HIV reduction success story, is today curing fewer 

 TB patients than it did four years ago. More than half of all people with  

 TB in Uganda remain without access to life-saving DOTS services due to     

 strained general health facilities                                  

 DOTS, the internationally recommended strategy to control TB, combines     

 five elements: political commitment, microscopy services, drug supplies,   

 surveillance and monitoring systems, and the use of highly efficacious     

 treatment regimes with direct observation of treatment.                    

 There has been major progress in China and India, which account for one    

 third of the global TB burden and have rapidly scaled up DOTS. As a        

 result, cases thus treated worldwide rose 8 per cent in 2003 compared to   

 the previous year. Other countries such as Indonesia and the Philippines   

 are showing similar progress.                                              

 Assuming strong commitment and resources are sustained, four regions – the 

 Americas, Eastern Mediterranean, Southeast Asia and Western Pacific – are  

 on track to reach the Millennium Development Goal. The two exceptions are  

 Africa, due to the TB/HIV co-epidemic, and Europe, where there are high    

 levels of multi-drug-resistant TB and slow advances in DOTS in countries   

 of the former Soviet Union.                                                                            

 Since 1995, over 17 million people with TB have benefited from effective   

 treatment under DOTS, but more could be achieved within countries, and in  

 research into new diagnostics, drugs and vaccines, if the annual $1        

 billion funding gap for TB control was filled.                                                                   

 “To achieve worldwide impact, more is needed,” Mr. Annan said in his       

 message. “And we must provide greater support for the increasingly wide    

 range of caregivers who help find people ill with TB and assist them with  

 treatment. These providers include not just public health doctors and      

 nurses, but also community leaders, former patients, women’s groups, and   

 many others.”                                                                                      

 WHO regional offices marked the Day with special activities, supporting    

 symposiums, fundraising events and the distribution of educational         

 posters. UN representatives on the front line joined in the effort. In     

 Afghanistan, for instance, spokesperson Ariane Quentier drew attention to  

 the severe problem TB poses, with 18,402 Afghans diagnosed with TB last    

 year, 67 per cent of them women.                                                                     
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 UN ON ALERT AFTER NEW INDIAN OCEAN QUAKE, CALLS FOR SPEEDING UP EARLY   WARNING                                                                    

 United Nations offices throughout the area hit by last December's tsunami  

 are on alert after a new earthquake struck the west coast of Indonesia     

 today, and though no tsunamis have been reported this time, the shocks are 

 a wake-up call for the world to speed up an early-warning system for the   

 region, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator said.                          

 "What we hope is now that the international community will really speed up 

 work on the early-warning system for the tsunami," Under-Secretary-General 

 Jan Egeland told a news briefing in New York, noting that there were       

 unconfirmed reports of deaths on one island near the epicentre and         

 accounts of limited damage in the region, which suffered most from the     

 earlier disaster.                                                          

 "A little bit stronger earthquake this time [and] we could have another    

 major tsunami in the middle of the night," he added, referring to the      

 giant waves of 26 December that killed more than 200,000 people and left   

 up to 5 million in need of basic services in a dozen Indian Ocean          

 countries. "We need that early warning system up and going."               

 But the UN, which mounted its largest ever coordinated relief effort       

 following the December catastrophe, already has relief workers in place    

 this time because of the ongoing reconstruction.                           

 "We have helicopters, we have trucks, there are now more than 1,000        

 international relief workers in Sumatra, [and] 300 international relief    

 organizations present in Sumatra," Mr. Egeland said, noting that a         

 helicopter survey will start at dawn for those islands which are feared to 

 have suffered most within the 50-kilometre zone of the epicentre and are   

 home to some 10,000 people.                                                

 "So we're in a very different situation than we were on the 26 December,   

 where we had no possibility, no permission to go outside Banda Aceh (in    

 northwest Sumatra) since Aceh was a conflict zone," he added.              

 "My impression is that the system worked far better this time, that there  

 was a vigilance. Not only did we have surveillance and information to the  

 countries but we also had governments reporting out to the local           

 authorities. We will have to assess that tomorrow, how well it worked in   

 the various locations," he said.                                           

 As soon as news of the quake came in, the UN Office for the Coordination   

 of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) contacted immediately all UN offices in the 

 dozen countries affected by the tsunami. In Banda Aceh, the local          

 authorities did not give the order to evacuate but some people fled on     

 their own, Mr. Egeland said.                                               

 "We see this as yet another example of panic spreading, of deep concern in 

 an already mentally scarred population. It will cast shadows not only over 

 our relief effort but also the reconstruction and rebuilding efforts," he  

 added. "Now the big fear again rises. Is it too early? Can we start        

 He appealed to governments to honour the billions of dollars they have     

 already pledged for the reconstruction and development phase of the        

 earlier disaster.                                                          

 * * *                                                                      

 CôTE D'IVOIRE REBELS PREPARING FOR LONG-TERM CRISIS, UN ENVOY TELLS        

 SECURITY COUNCIL                                                           

 With the rebels in northern Côte d'Ivoire having given five newly          

 designated areas to new warlords and announced training facilities and a   

 bank, they are preparing for a long-term crisis, if not planning           

 immediately to secede, the chief of the United Nations mission in the West 

 African nation told the Security Council today.                            

 The difficulties encountered by the African Union's (AU) mediator, South   

 African President Thabo Mbeki, in trying to implement the peace agreements 

 raised questions about the likelihood that general and presidential        

 elections scheduled for later this year could take place, said the acting  

 chief of the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI), Alan Doss.             

 The anti-Government Forces Nouvelles continued to link their acceptance of 

 a demobilization and disarmament scheme to advances in the political       

 programme, he said in introducing to the Council Secretary-General Kofi    

 Annan's latest report, released last week.                                 

 Among several recommendations, Mr. Annan was asking for the mandate of     

 UNOCI to be extended until April of next year.                             

 Mr. Doss pointed out that following the deployment of mixed patrols of     

 UNOCI civilian police and national police, the level of extortions of the  

 civilian population by members of the security force in Abidjan, the       

 largest city, had noticeably dropped.                                      

 He noted, however, that both the Government and rebels had ignored a       

 Council resolution calling on all parties to turn over lists of their      

 military equipment to the UN mission and had been formally reminded to do  

 so.                                                                        

 Meanwhile, UNOCI's troop strength was of serious concern, since it could   

 not respond effectively "should two or more major incidents take place at  

 the same time," Mr. Doss said.                                             

 He asked the Council to consider favourably Mr. Annan's call for the       

 emergency deployment of an additional 1,226 troops in the                  

 Government-controlled south, especially in Abidjan.                        

 The AU's Mediation Mission representative, South African Deputy Foreign    

 Minister Aziz Pahad, said Côte d'Ivoire had to address a range of issues,  

 including nationality, political rights, landholding and co-existence in a 

 multi-cultural, multi-ethnic and multi-religious society.                  

 Both the AU and the UN had to resist the temptation to try to implement    

 short-term solutions that disguised the real problems, he said.            

 * * *                                                                      

 UN MISSION RECOMMENDS TRUTH COMMISSION PLUS SPECIAL CHAMBER IN BURUNDI'S  COURTS                                                                     

 A United Nations special mission mandated to recommend measures Burundi    

 might take to deal with perpetrators of genocide, crimes against humanity  

 and war crimes has recommended a non-judicial truth commission and a       

 prosecuting special chamber within Burundi's court system.                 

Forwarding the mission's report to the Security Council, Secretary-General 

 Kofi Annan says in an accompanying letter that, with a substantial         

 international component, the truth commission would have enhanced          

 impartiality and credibility, while the mechanism of the "court within a   

 court" was chosen with a view towards strengthening Burundi's judicial     

 resources "and leaving behind a legacy of international standards of       

 justice and trained judges, prosecutors, defence counsel and experienced   

 court managers."                                                           

 The proposed truth commission would be composed of five commissioners,     

 three of them international and two of them national, instead of the       

 "unnecessarily cumbersome" 25 members called for in Burundi's Law on the   

 National Truth and Reconciliation Commissions, the mission's report says.  

 The special chamber, also of mixed national and international composition, 

 would have the competence to prosecute those bearing the greatest          

 responsibility for serious crimes, it says.                                

 "Its temporal jurisdiction would be limited to specific phases of the      

 conflict and would include, as a minimum, the events between 1972 and      

 1993, inclusive," the report says.                                         

 It notes that ethnic conflict since the country's 1962 independence have   

 led to the empanelling of four previous investigative commissions, but all 

 have been limited to the 1993 assassination of Burundi's first elected     

 Hutu President, Melchior Ndadaye, and the massacres that followed.         

 "While cursory references were made in some reports…to the 1972 genocide   

 of Hutus, a legal determination that the crime of genocide had been        

 committed in Burundi was made only in respect of the 1993 massacres of     

 Tutsis," it says. "All four commissions recognized that an inquiry into    

 the historic truth without a measure of accountability would not suffice   

 to eradicate impunity."                                                    

 The mission holds the view "that the United Nations can no longer engage   

 in establishing commissions of inquiry and disregard their recommendations 

 without seriously undermining the credibility of the Organization in       

 promoting justice and the rule of law.                                     

 "The mission is, therefore, of the view that a comprehensive approach to   

 the pursuit of truth and justice in Burundi is now necessary."             

 * * *                                                                      

 ANNAN DISCUSSES DARFUR EMERGENCY WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF CIVIL GROUPS      

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan met today with representatives 

 of leading non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to hear their views and   

 discuss how better to focus attention and generate action on the emergency 

 in Sudan's Darfur region.                                                  

 The Secretary-General stressed as critical the ability of NGOs to operate  

 without restrictions in Darfur – including to report freely on violations  

 of human rights and humanitarian law, which are continuing on a daily      

 basis, a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement.                      

 Mr. Annan also expressed his deep concern about the rising level of        

 threats against relief workers in Darfur, and called on all parties to     

 ensure their safety and security, the statement said.                      

For their part, the NGOs discussed the urgent need for further action by   

 the Security Council – including on the question of adopting targeted      

 sanctions and on referring the Darfur situation to the International       

 Criminal Court (ICC), as recommended by the International Commission of    

 Inquiry appointed by Mr. Annan to probe allegations of human rights        

 abuses.                                                                    

 The participants pressed hard for a greatly expanded force to focus on the 

 protection of civilians, and stressed the need for action now on all these 

 issues, expressing concern about delays in the Security Council.           

 Today's meeting follows one Mr. Annan held three weeks ago with Security   

 Council members in which he discussed his worries that the international   

 community was not moving fast enough to deal with Darfur, where several    

 tens of thousands of people have died, and some 2 million people have been 

 forced from their homes, including 200,000 who fled the vast and           

 impoverished region to neighbouring Chad.                                  

 Meanwhile, Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for   

 Sudan, met yesterday with Sudanese Vice President Ali Osman Taha. Their    

 talks touched on the mandate for the newly established UN Mission in Sudan 

 (UNMIS) – which will have 10,000 troops and more than 700 civilian police  

 to help enforce a peace agreement that ended a separate conflict that had  

 racked the south for two decades – and the need for further talks on       

 Darfur. Mr. Pronk also raised his concerns about the communities of IDPs   

 around the capital Khartoum.                                               

 According to the UN Mission, incidents of looting and banditry continue to 

 be reported in Darfur, and the African Union is investigating. There also  

 were reports that rebel groups attacked some villages Saturday in South    

 Darfur state.                                                              

 * * *                                                                      

 UN URGES SERBIA'S LEADERS TO ENCOURAGE KOSOVO SERBS TO JOIN IN POLITICAL PROCESS                                                                    

 The United Nations administrator of Kosovo met with top Serbian leaders in 

 Belgrade today and urged them to encourage Kosovo Serbs to participate in  

 the political process in the province where Albanians outnumber Serbs and  

 other minorities 9 to 1.                                                   

 "Dialogue is not only the right platform for resolving all practical       

 issues but also a good way to build mutual confidence and trust as         

 Pristina (the Kosovo capital) and Belgrade (the Serbian capital) are       

 moving closer to the issue of status," Secretary General Kofi Annan's      

 Special Representative Søren Jessen-Petersen said.                         

 It is hoped that talks will start later this year on the final status of   

 the Serbian province, which the UN has run since the North Atlantic Treaty 

 Organization (NATO) drove out Yugoslav troops in 1999 amid grave human     

 rights abuses in fighting between Serbs and Albanians.                     

 Terming his talks with Serbian President Boris Tadic and Prime Minister    

 Vojislav Kostunica as "encouraging and constructive," Mr. Jessen-Petersen  

 said: "I told the leaders that I personally will not comment on the final  

 status – it is not within my mandate to do so; but I made it clear to them 

 once again that partition of Kosovo is not an option as we move forward."  

 He welcomed the fact that several European Union (EU) Foreign Ministers    

 agreed with this position, and also welcomed their statement that there    

 should be no return to the situation before 1999. The administrator has    

 repeatedly called for a free, democratic, multi-ethnic, stable and         

 prosperous Kosovo.                                                         

 * * *                                                                      

 PLEDGING CONFERENCE HELD AT UN TO RAISE FUNDS FOR SPECIAL KHMER ROUGE  COURT                                                                      

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan today asked donors to support a special court 

 set up in Cambodia with United Nations assistance to try ageing leaders of 

 the Khmer Rouge regime accused of killing hundreds of thousands of         

 civilians in the country during the 1970s.                                 

 The three-year budget for those trials is about $56.3 million, of which    

 $43 million is to be paid by the United Nations and $13.3 million by the   

 Government of Cambodia.                                                    

 In setting up the two Extraordinary Chambers – one court will conduct      

 trials and the other will hear appeals within the existing Cambodia        

 justice system – the Security Council established that the UN funding      

 would come from voluntary contributions.                                   

 Mr. Annan has previously said that voluntary financing for the tribunals   

 must cover the three years of the courts' operation, and that actual       

 receipt of funding for at least the first year must be in place before the 

 courts can begin their work.                                               

 In a message today to the pledging conference, he said, "The crimes        

 committed under the Khmer Rouge were of a character and scale that it is   

 still almost impossible to comprehend. The victims of those horrific       

 crimes have waited too long for justice. By your generous contributions    

 today, you can send a message that the international community will do its 

 part to ensure that, however late, and however imperfect, impunity will    

 not remain unchallenged, and a measure of justice will be done.            

 "That will be a precious and important gift to Cambodia," he added.        

 * * *                                                                      

 ELECTIONS AND GOVERNANCE NOW KEY ISSUES IN DR OF CONGO BUT SECURITY   INADEQUATE – ANNAN                                                         

 Pointing to upcoming elections and subsequent national stability as the    

 key issues facing the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), United       

 Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has recommended extending the mandate 

 of the UN peacekeeping mission there for another year and has called for   

 troop deployment in two more provinces.                                    

 The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) is playing a central role   

 in supporting the country's Transitional Government through the electoral  

 process and in ensuring stable governance thereafter, he says in his 17th  

 report to the UN Security Council on the DRC, covering major developments  

 there since the end of December.                                           

 "It is on this basis that I recommend that the Security Council consider   

 extending the mandate of MONUC for a period of one year, until 31 March    

 2006," he says in the report.                                              

 He recalls that last August he had recommended adding 13,100 to MONUC's    

 authorized 10,800 troops, thus forming five provincial brigades for Ituri, 

 North Kivu, South Kivu, Katanga and the Kasaïs. The Council, however,      

 added just 5,900 personnel, thereby leaving out the last two provinces.    

 As elections approach, "the provinces of Katanga and the Kasaïs are        

 considered areas of extremely high potential risk," he says, adding that   

 he plans to present a special report to the Council, including an update   

 on the electoral process "and any outstanding political, operational and   

 security requirements to see the process through to success."              

 Rwandan Hutu rebels of the ex-FAR Interahamwe are a serious security       

 threat to the local population and MONUC "will not hesitate to take the    

 action necessary against those foreign armed groups in order ensure the    

 security of civilians and United Nations personnel in the Kivus and to put 

 an end to the egregious violations of human rights that they continue to   

 commit."                                                                   

 Meanwhile, the greatest concern for security stems from the continuous of  

 lack of payment for soldiers and policemen, he says. "This creates a       

 potentially volatile situation, with the people of the Democratic Republic 

 of the Congo taking their frustrations to the streets and the Government's 

 security apparatus remaining weak."                                        

 He is calling on the international community to assist in training and     

 equipping DRC army (FARDC) troops to help them play a role in disarming    

 foreign troops and in providing security for the elections.                

 With MONUC's reputation severely damaged by acts of sexual exploitation    

 and abuse, concrete measures have been put in place to prevent and         

 investigate such abuses, discipline those responsible and support the      

 victims, he says, and these measures are being replicated in other UN      

 peacekeeping operations.                                                   

 * * *                                                                      

 UN WILL NOT PAY FOR LEGAL FEES OF OFFICIAL IMPLICATED IN IRAQ OIL-FOR-FOOD  PROBE                                                                      

 The United Nations has decided that it is not appropriate to reimburse     

 Benon Sevan, former head of the now defunct multi-billion dollar           

 Oil-for-Food programme for Iraq, for legal bills stemming from his         

 appearance before an independent inquiry committee probing charges of      

 misconduct and mismanagement, a UN spokesman said today.                   

 "This would be reviewed if he is later cleared of both internal breaches   

 of UN rules and regulations and of any criminal wrongdoing," spokesman     

 Fred Eckhard told the daily briefing on the eve of a new interim committee 

 report on the employment of Secretary-General Kofi Annan's son, Kojo, by   

 Swiss company Cotecna, which was awarded an Oil-for-Food contract.         

 Last Wednesday Mr. Annan's Chief of Staff, Mark Malloch Brown, told a news 

 conference of an earlier decision taken on the advice of the UN legal      

 office to cover some of the legal fees incurred by Mr. Sevan in connection 

 with his appearance before the Independent Inquiry Committee (IIC) headed  

 by former United States Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker.             

 Mr. Sevan, who had retired from the UN but was kept on a salary of $1 a    

 year to make him available to the IIC, had repeatedly raised the issue of  

 compensation with the Secretary-General and former Chief of Staff Iqbal    

 Riza. According to Mr. Malloch Brown, the reason the UN initially decided  

 – on a strictly exceptional basis – to agree to Mr. Sevan's request was    

 because "he was at the centre of this web that the panel was seeking to    

 unravel; that his role came about because of his official responsibilities 

 as Head of the Oil-for-Food programme, and that, therefore, any            

 transgressions that had occurred, were related to his official duties."    

 That arrangement, however, was terminated after the IIC released on 3      

 February a first preliminary report that found Mr. Sevan had repeatedly    

 solicited allocations of oil under the programme, by which then            

 sanctions-bound Iraq was allowed to sell oil in exchange for humanitarian  

 supplies, and by so doing "created a grave and continuing conflict of      

 interest."                                                                 

 According to a letter made public Wednesday at UN Headquarters, Mr.        

 Malloch Brown informed Mr. Sevan that in the light of the IIC's adverse    

 findings, "we are no longer prepared to reimburse the cost of your         

 representation before the IIC or any other legal costs incurred by you     

 after 3 February 2005."                                                    

 The new decision deals with the time prior to 3 February.                  

 * * *                                                                      

 UN PEACEKEEPING CAPABILITIES STRETCHED TO CAPACITY, ANNAN SAYS             

 The demands for multi-faceted United Nations peacekeeping today have       

 stretched the world body's resources "to the limit of our capacity," UN    

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a renewed call for strategic    

 reserves and on-call regional resources at a conference on peacekeeping    

 and nation-building.                                                       

 Having now been designed to help build lasting peace in war-torn           

 countries, "UN peacekeeping today involves more than policing ceasefires," 

 he said in a message delivered by Special Adviser Lakhdar Brahimi to the   

 conference organized by the UN Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR 

 ) and the Institute for Policy Studies (IPS) of Singapore in Hiroshima,    

 Mr. Annan noted that in his recent report to the General Assembly, "In     

 Larger Freedom," he urged Member States to create strategic peacekeeping   

 reserves and to support regional standby capacity, as well as standby UN   

 civilian police.                                                           

 "I also called for the creation of a new inter-governmental organ within   

 the United Nations – a Peacebuilding Commission, supported by a            

 Peacebuilding Support office within the Secretariat to effectively address 

 the challenge of helping countries with the transition from war to lasting 

 peace," he said.                                                           

 He said he looked to Member States, which are responsible for their        

 peacekeeping troops, to enact policies allowing for "zero tolerance" of    

 sexual exploitation of minors and other vulnerable people by their         

 national contingents and expected those States and UN staff members to do  

 everything to stamp out such abhorrent acts.                               

 In the context of ensuring accountability and effectiveness, he thanked    

 UNITAR and IPS for the conference initiative, which began more than a      

 decade ago when he was head of the UN Department of Peacekeeping           

 Operations (DPKO) and which helped ensure that lessons were learned,       

 applied and passed on.                                                     

 * * *                                                                      

 AFGHAN OPIUM CULTIVATION DROPPING, ACCORDING TO PRELIMINARY UN SURVEY      

 Farmers in Afghanistan, which accounts for 87 per cent of the world's      

 opium and heroin products, are growing fewer opium poppies this year than  

 last and overall output is expected to drop for the first time since 2001, 

 according to the latest United Nations survey released ahead of a detailed 

 annual report in the autumn.                                               

 Introducing the study at a UN news conference yesterday in Kabul, the      

 capital, Afghan Minister of Counter Narcotics Habibullah Qaderi noted that 

 the Rapid Assessment Survey carried out jointly last month by the UN       

 Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and his ministry gives trends of         

 cultivation rather than figures.                                           

 "But the main finding of this survey is a falling trend in opium poppy     

 cultivation in the majority of Afghanistan's 34 provinces," he said. "This 

 is notably in the main poppy growing provinces of recent years, such as    

 Nangarhar, Helmand and Uruzgan provinces. However, in five provinces,      

 there has been an increase in poppy cultivation, such as Kandahar and      

 Farah provinces."                                                          

 The Survey was carried out by local field surveyors in more than 200       

 villages in over half of the country's districts. Work will start in April 

 for the detailed annual UNODC Opium Survey of 2005, which will be          

 conducted countrywide through August and published in the autumn.          

 * * *                                                                      

 SEEKING POLITICAL INCLUSIVENESS, UN ENVOY MEETS WITH IRAQ'S TOP SHIITE  CLERIC                                                                     

 The senior United Nations envoy for Iraq has met with the country's top    

 Shiite Muslim cleric as he begins his ninth week of intensive              

 consultations to ensure that all elements of Iraqi society take part in    

 writing a new constitution after Sunni Arabs largely stayed away from      

 January's elections.                                                       

 In his talks yesterday with Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani in the holy     

 city of Najaf, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative       

 Ashraf Qazi discussed means of furthering national reconciliation among    

 Iraq's different political constituencies and stressed the importance of   

 increasing mutual confidence through dialogue.                             

 "Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani told me he was a religious man and not a         

 political one and he did not get involved except when necessary,           

 particularly during periods of crisis," Mr. Qazi told reporters            

 afterwards, adding that he had come to seek the cleric's advice.                                                                                 

 Hardly a day has gone by since the 30 January elections for the            

 Transitional National Assembly, which will write the new constitution and  

 organize fresh elections, that the envoy has not met with one sector or    

 other in an effort to forge an inclusive process for the country's         

 political transition – often with several parties on the same day.         

 By not voting in the elections, either due to boycott calls, intimidation  

 or fear of violence, Sunni Arabs have very little presence in the          

 Assembly. Shiite Arabs, who voted enthusiastically, represent about 60 per 

 cent of the electorate, while Sunni Arabs and mainly Sunni Kurds, who also 

 turned out en masse, represent about 20 per cent each.                     

 From Mr. Annan downwards, UN officials have been stressing the absolute    

 need for all sectors be brought into the next stage, including writing the 

 constitution.                                                              

 "Failure to engage in a national dialogue and reconciliation could bring   

 strife far more damaging that the compromises necessary for reaching a     

 national consensus achieved through peaceful means," the Secretary-General 

 warned in his latest report on Iraq, released earlier this month.          

 "It will be important that the new Iraqi leadership signal clearly that    

 all Iraqis will have the opportunity, and are encouraged, to participate   

 fully in the process," he added.                                            

 * * *  

ANNAN CALLS FOR INTERNATIONAL PROBE INTO LEBANESE EX-PREMIER'S             

 ASSASSINATION                                                              

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called on the Security     

 Council to launch an independent international investigation into last     

 month's assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri after 

 receiving the report of a mission he set up to probe the circumstances,    

 causes and consequences of the murder.                                     

 The mission, led by Peter Fitzgerald, a deputy Irish national police       

 commissioner, which he appointed at the Council's request shortly after    

 the bomb attack which killed Mr. Hariri and 19 others, handed over its     

 report to Mr. Annan on Thursday, concluding that an independent,           

 international investigation is needed.                                     

 Noting that the report raised some very serious and troubling allegations, 

 the Secretary-General, in a letter to the 15-member body, endorsed the     

 mission's recommendation, his spokesman said today.                        

 Meanwhile, Terje Roed-Larsen, Mr. Annan's Special Envoy for the            

 implementation of Security Council resolution 1559, which calls for        

 pulling out all foreign forces from Lebanon, disbanding all militias and   

 extending Government control over the whole country, will return to the    

 region in April to seek the full withdrawal of Syrian forces.              

 It will be his third visit in two months as he works with both Syria and   

 Lebanon to bring about a smooth implementation of the resolution.          

 After his last visit he said he had reached an understanding with          

 President Bashar al-Assad that involved two phases: first, the withdrawal  

 by 1 April at the latest of all Syrian troops and intelligence assets to   

 the eastern Bekaa Valley, with two thirds on the Lebanese side and one     

 third in Syria; secondly, the convening by 7 April, at the latest, of a    

 joint Syrian-Lebanese military committee to decide the precise timelines   

 for the complete and full withdrawal.                                      

 UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said Mr. Roed-Larsen would want to sound out the 

 people of both countries to get their sense of progress and was grateful   

 to all sides for the cooperation he has received.                          

 * * *                                                                      

 UN STAFF MEMBERS DRAW ATTENTION TO MISSING, DETAINED AND DISAPPEARED  COLLEAGUES                                                                 

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan called on Member States today to impose       

 greater accountability on those who commit crimes against United Nations   

 and associated personnel carrying out their assignments, as staff members  

 gathered to draw attention to the abduction, detention and disappearance   

 of nearly 30 of their colleagues.                                          

 “Last year, at least eight UN staff were taken hostage in separate         

 incidents,” he said in a message delivered by UN Emergency Relief          

 Coordinator Jan Egeland to a staff meeting convened at UN Headquarters in  

 New York to raise awareness of the problems on the International Day of    

 Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members, which is observed on   

 25 March.                                                                  

 “So far this year, at least 12 peacekeepers have been killed. And at least 

 26 UN staff members remain under arrest, missing or detained,” Mr. Annan   

 said.                                                                      

 He called on the 113 Member States which had not yet become party to the   

 UN Convention on the Safety of UN and Associated Personnel, especially     

 those with UN peacekeeping forces, to join the 78 which had done so.       

 Accountability for crimes against those workers was woefully inadequate,   

 he said. “Prosecutions are rare and, even in cases where there have been   

 convictions, sentences have been light,” he said.                          

His report on the safety of humanitarian personnel, issued last September, 

 says 19 UN and associated personnel were being held in West Bank and one   

 in Gaza, two in Lebanon, two in Rwanda and two were unaccounted for in     

 Eritrea.                                                                   

 The Day of Solidarity also marked the 20th anniversary of Alec Collett’s   

 abduction in Beirut, Lebanon, while working for the UN Relief and Works    

 Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNWRA). To mark his former 

 career as a journalist, Mr. Collett has remained honorary president of the 

 UN Correspondents Association (UNCA), in whose rooms the observance was    

 held.                                                                      

 “His fate has never been determined. Today is also a time to express, yet  

 again, our sorrow and to reaffirm our solidarity with his wife and loved   

 ones,” Mr. Annan said.                                                     

 Other speakers included UN General Assembly President Jean Ping, UN Staff  

 Union President Rosemarie Waters, Alec Collett’s widow, Elaine, and UNCA   

 President James Wurst.                                                     

 * * *                                                                      

 PNEUMOCOCCAL VACCINE WILL SAVE MANY AFRICAN CHILDREN, UN HEALTH OFFICIALS   SAY                                                                        

 With pneumonia estimated to kill nearly 2 million children worldwide every 

 year, top United Nations health officials have welcomed the results of a   

 pneumococcal conjugate vaccine trial in Gambia as demonstrating that a     

 significant proportion of illness, disability and death in African         

 children can be averted.                                                   

 “The results of this vaccine trial hold great promise for improving health 

 and saving lives in resource-poor populations,” World Health Organization  

 (WHO) Director-General Lee Jong-wook said of the results published last    

 week in the British medical journal Lancet.                                

 “The international community's task now is to continue to work together    

 productively to make the pneumococcal conjugate vaccine widely available   

 to children in Africa, as lives are lost every minute to pneumococcal      

 disease.                                                                   

 “Immunizing children with pneumococcal conjugate vaccine in developing     

 countries will be a critical intervention towards achieving a two-thirds   

 reduction in the under-five mortality rate, a Millennium Development Goal  

 (MDG),” he added of the targets set by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000    

 that seek to slash poverty, hunger and mortality by 2015.                  

 In a trial in eastern Gambia of 17,437 children aged 6 to 51 weeks that    

 began in August 2000, 8,719 received a                                     

 diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis-Haemophilus influenzae serotype b vaccine,    

 while 8,718 received pneumococcal conjugate vaccine. In the latter group   

 there were 37 per cent fewer cases of pneumonia, 15 per cent fewer         

 hospital admissions, 16 per cent reduction in overall mortality, and half  

 the rate of laboratory-confirmed pneumococcal pneumonia, meningitis and    

 septicaemia.                                                               

 Moreover, the vaccine was 77 per cent effective in preventing infections   

 caused by nine serotypes (strains) of pneumococcal bacteria.               

 A similar vaccine has had a dramatic impact on reducing pneumococcal       

 disease in the United States. The trial in the Gambia now clearly          

 demonstrates that a significant proportion of illness, disability and      

 death in African children can be averted through vaccination against this  

 disease, a leading killer especially of young children in developing       

 countries, accounting for about 18 per cent of the more than 10 million    

 annual childhood deaths worldwide, WHO said.                               

 “Experience has shown that in areas where health systems are unable to     

 provide hard to reach, rural populations with round-the-clock access to    

 high-quality curative care, immunization can be delivered through outreach 

 services to great benefit,” said Thomas Cherian, Team Coordinator in the   

 WHO Initiative for Vaccine Research, which supported the trial.            

 “The pneumococcal vaccine will therefore will therefore be particularly    

 important to save lives in the most disadvantaged populations.”            

 * * *                                                                      

 NEW ASYLUM LAW IN SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO HAILED BY UN REFUGEE AGENCY        

 The United Nations refugee agency has welcomed a new asylum law adopted by 

 Serbia and Montenegro as “a concrete step” towards establishing a national 

 asylum system in a country recovering from years of conflict and           

 displacement, thus completing the introduction of international standards  

 throughout the Balkans.                                                    

 “This is a very important, strategic achievement for UNHCR (UN High        

 Commissioner for Refugees),” the deputy director of the agency’s Europe    

 bureau, Rob Robinson, said of the law adopted last Thursday. “We are truly 

 very happy with this important development that will strengthen the        

 protection of asylum seekers and refugees.”                                

 The law sets out the basic principles of refugee protection, rights and    

 obligations of refugees and asylum seekers, as well as the minimum         

 procedural safeguards under the 1951 Convention related to the Status of   

 Refugees, which the country signed in 2001.                                

 “Serbia and Montenegro is the last of the Balkan countries to adopt a      

 national asylum law in accordance with accepted international standards,”  

 Mr. Robinson added. “The humanitarian crises of the late 1990s and the     

 fragile situation in the country may have delayed this process for some    

 time, but now that it’s been adopted, it’s a sign that Serbia and          

 Montenegro is moving forward towards EU (European Union) accession.”       

 The law still has to be adopted and implemented at the level of the        

 country’s constituent republics – Serbia and Montenegro. The country hosts 

 an estimated 275,000 recognized refugees, mostly from Croatia and Bosnia   

 and Herzegovina. There are also believed to be more than 220,000           

 internally displaced persons (IDPs).                                       

 * * *                                                                      

 UN LABOUR AGENCY CALLS FOR ‘DECENT WORK’ IN INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE  GLOBALIZATION                                                              

 The Governing Body of the United Nations labour agency has ended its       

 latest session with a call for an inclusive and equitable globalization    

 ensuring decent work, condemnation of Myanmar’s actions with regard to     

 forced labour and concern over the situation in Nepal, Guatemala,          

 Venezuela and Zimbabwe.                                                    

 The Governing Body of the International Labour Organization (ILO),         

 concluding its 292nd session last week in Geneva, also recommended a       

 provisional programme and budget level of $568.6 million for the 2006-07    biennium.                                                                  

 Governing Body Chairman Philippe Séguin said the Working Party on the      

 Social Dimension of Globalization had reached a “clear and strong          

 consensus” on the promotion of decent work as a global goal as the ILO’s   

 distinctive contribution to a fair globalization.                          

 The Working Party agreed that the agency should strengthen its             

 partnerships with the other multilateral agencies to develop more coherent 

 policies, particularly the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (   

 IMF) and the World Trade Organization (WTO), to ensure a fully inclusive   

 and equitable globalization.                                               

 It called for the preparation of a paper on the linkages between growth,   

 investment and decent work to be presented to the Governing Body in        

 November.                                                                  

 On Myanmar, many delegates shared a sense of “condemnation over the        

 failure of the highest-level authorities” to take advantage of the visit   

 of a high-level ILO team in February to resume a credible dialogue on the  

 issue of forced labour.                                                    

 While noting that some developments “seem to a number of us to go in the   

 right direction, in particular the prosecutions and punishment of          

 authorities responsible for having recourse to forced labour,” the         

 delegates noted that “the overall assessment falls far short of our        

 expectations.”                                                             

 The Governing Body said it was widely felt that the “wait-and-see”         

 attitude which has prevailed since 2001 can no longer continue and         

 unanimously decided to transmit its conclusions to the Governments,        

 Employers and Workers representatives with a view to taking appropriate    

 action under a resolution of 2000 calling on ILO constituents and other    

 agencies to take action they consider appropriate with regard to the South 

 Asian country.                                                             

 Noting that trade union activities had been severely limited in Nepal,     

 with the arrest and detention of trade unionists and significant           

 prohibitions on the right to strike, the ILO Committee on Freedom of       

 Association called on the Government to ensure that its actions were       

 limited to prohibiting strikes in essential services and to resort to      

 force only where law and order is seriously threatened.                    

 The Committee also examined serious allegations of violence against trade  

 unionists and dismissal of union leaders in Guatemala and underlined the   

 gravity of allegations of assaults, death threats and intimidation of      

 trade union members and attacks on trade union headquarters.               

 With regard to Venezuela, the Committee called on the Government to        

 refrain from interfering in trade union elections, recalling that they     

 should be exclusively a matter for the organizations concerned and that    

 the power to suspend elections should be given only to an independent      

 judiciary.                                                                                                           

 On Zimbabwe, the Committee requested the Government launch independent     

 inquiries into allegations of anti-union dismissals aimed at high-level    

 trade union officers. Noting an atmosphere of intimidation and fear        

 prejudicial to the normal development of trade union activities, it        

 expressed its overall deep concern with the extreme seriousness of the     

 general trade union climate in Zimbabwe.                                   

 * * *                                                                      

 MINISTERS AT UN-BACKED ASIA-PACIFIC MEETING SEEK ‘GREEN-FRIENDLY’          

 DEVELOPMENT                                                                

 Ministers from Asia and the Pacific opened a two-day meeting under United  

 Nations auspices today in Seoul, Republic of Korea, to draw up a strategy  

 to enhance development without hurting the environment.                    

 “Your region is especially vulnerable to natural disaster,” Secretary      

 General Kofi Annan said in a statement read out to the Ministerial Segment 

 of the Fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development         

 organized by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the        

 Pacific (ESCAP).                                                           

 “I saw personally the terrible devastation caused by the tsunami in the    

 Indian Ocean late last year. Compounded with persistent poverty and rapid  

 population growth, this disaster places additional pressure on resources   

 and ecosystems,” he added.                                                 

 ESCAP Executive Secretary Kim Hak-Su warned that signs of stress are       

 already apparent on the region’s natural resources. “Now the challenge is  

 for us to continue the economic growth necessary to reduce poverty while   

 ensuring environmental sustainability,” he said.                           

 The Ministerial Segment of the conference will consider concrete plans to  

 tackle environmental degradation with a green growth policy framework that 

 will be part of the Seoul Initiative for Environmentally Sustainable       

 Growth, or “Green Growth,” and a regional implementation plan for          

 Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific (2006-2010).                                          

 The conference, which opened last Thursday under the theme “Achieving      

 Environmentally Sustainable Growth,” has drawn some 300 participants from  

 52 countries of the ESCAP region, 32 of them at Ministerial level          

 representing environment, planning and finance ministries.                                                           

 * * *                                                                                                            
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Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.

**Lebanon
Right now, Peter Fitzgerald, the head of the team that went to Lebanon to examine the circumstances, causes and consequences of the killing of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, is presenting his team’s report to the Secretary-General.  The Secretary-General will transmit that report, with an accompanying cover letter, to the President of the Security Council, possibly later today.

**United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
We have another shortlist for you.  Under the new senior recruitment procedures, the Secretary-General has today decided on the shortlist for the incoming United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

The following candidates will be called for interview in the next few weeks:  Emma Bonino of Italy, Member of the European Parliament, the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Committee on Budget, Subcommittee on Human Rights; Hans Dahlgren of Sweden, State Secretary for Foreign Affairs; Gareth Evans of Australia, President and Chief Executive of the Brussels-based International Crisis Group; António Guterres of Portugal, former Prime Minister; Søren Jessen-Petersen of Denmark, the Special Representative and Head of the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo; Bernard Kouchner of France, former Minister of Health and former Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Kosovo; Kamel Morjane of Tunisia, the Assistant High Commissioner for Refugees; and Mark Verwilghen of Belgium, Minister of Economy, Energy, Foreign Trade and Scientific Politics.

The criteria that these candidates will be evaluated against at interview will include:  strong diplomatic, political and fund-raising skills; thorough knowledge of refugee issues, including basic refugee law and debates about forced migration and internally displaced persons; proven skills in the management of complex organizations; a leader who will unflinchingly champion the cause of refugees, understand and respect basic refugee law and the rapidly evolving debates about voluntary and forced migration and internally displaced persons; and possesses the communication and coalition-building skills to create consensus and stimulate effective campaigns.  Finally, fluency in English required.  French is highly desirable.  Other United Nations language would be an asset.

The views of the refugee community on the candidates will be sought informally.  The candidates will then be interviewed by a panel of senior management officials, who will refer the finalists to the Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-General for final interview.  The Secretary-General will then forward his nominee to the General Assembly.

The Secretary-General feels that this is a very strong shortlist of candidates and looks forward to selecting the right person for the position.

**Report on Sexual Exploitation and Abuse by UN Peacekeeping Personnel
This morning, the United Nations released the report of the Secretary-General’s adviser on sexual exploitation and abuse by United Nations peacekeeping personnel, Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid Al-Hussein, the Permanent Representative from Jordan.

In a statement, the full text of which we have upstairs, the Secretary-General says that acts of sexual exploitation and abuse are abhorrent, and a violation of the fundamental duty of care that all United Nations peacekeeping personnel owe to the local population they are sent to serve.

He noted that the report issued today makes a number of concrete recommendations, including the standardization of rules against sexual exploitation and abuse for all categories of peacekeeping personnel; the provision of a professional investigative capacity for all missions; and the strengthening of individual accountability, including financial, and, where appropriate, criminal accountability.

The Secretary-General calls upon Member States to act with determination and due haste to provide the necessary resources to put in place the important changes that are required.

Prince Zeid will appear at the noon briefing to speak about the report on Monday, 4 April.  And if you have any questions about the report, please get in touch with my Office about getting more details from the Department of Peacekeeping Operations.

Copies of the report are available in my Office.

**Security Council –- Middle East
There are many obstacles and challenges to the Middle East peace process, but the deadlock has been broken.  That’s what Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast told the Security Council in its open meeting on the Middle East this morning.

He said that the Secretary-General had met with the parties this month during his visit to Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory.  The Secretary-General was left with the strong impression of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s determination to proceed with the disengagement plan, even in the face of serious domestic opposition.  Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas assured the United Nations that the Palestinian Authority would cooperate fully in preparations for the withdrawal.

At the same time, Prendergast stressed the United Nations’ concern over Israel’s failure thus far to dismantle settlement outposts and freeze settlement expansion.  He noted the unofficial reports of a government decision to approve the building of at least 3,500 new settlement housing units this year, and added that the “Road Map” states clearly that Israel should dismantle outposts and freeze settlement activity.

Prendergast also discussed the situation in Lebanon, expressing pleasure that, to date, all demonstrations in Beirut have occurred in a calm and orderly manner without major incidents.  We have his remarks upstairs.  The Council is currently holding consultations, also on the Middle East.

**Security Council
The Security Council this morning unanimously extended the mandate of the United Nations Mission in Afghanistan by one year.

This afternoon at 4:15, the Council members meet with the troop-contributing countries for the United Nations Operation in Côte d’Ivoire.  The Council will hold consultations on Sudan after that, and they are expected to discuss draft resolutions before the Council, on which they may vote afterward.

**Côte d’Ivoire
Progress in Côte d’Ivoire’s peace process has been limited since last November, and the protracted delays are dangerous, the Secretary-General warns, in his latest report to the Security Council on that country.  Côte d’Ivoire, he says, remains effectively divided, despite the laudable efforts of South African President Thabo Mbeki on behalf of the African Union.

The Secretary-General renews his appeal to President Laurent Gbagbo, the Forces Nouvelles and the leaders of all Ivorian political movements to carry out the African Union’s plan of action without further delay.  Failure to do so, he says, increases the possibility of renewed hostilities.  He also warns that time is rapidly running out for holding presidential and parliamentary elections, which are scheduled to take place within the next seven months.

The Secretary-General asks the Security Council to approve additional military, civilian police and civilian resources to the United Nations Operation in Côte d’Ivoire, as he requested last year.  Meanwhile, he recommends that the peacekeeping mission’s mandate be extended for another year, until 4 April 2006.

**United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees -- Tsunami 
Following discussions with the Indonesian Government, the United Nations refugee agency, or UNHCR, will phase out its presence in Indonesia’s Aceh province by tomorrow.  UNHCR understands Indonesia’s desire to review the large humanitarian effort in Aceh, as the country moves from emergency relief to long-term reconstruction.  And UNHCR remains ready to support future reconstruction efforts in Aceh if its help is requested by the Government.

With a mandate for protecting refugees fleeing violence and persecution, UNHCR doesn’t normally respond to natural disasters, and its programme in Aceh was unprecedented.  We have a press release on that upstairs.

**Tuberculosis
Today is World Tuberculosis Day, and the Secretary-General has issued a message, noting that, even though tuberculosis is both preventable and curable, it kills 5,000 people a day.  He also said the international community must provide greater support to the caregivers who help locate and treat those afflicted by the disease.

Meanwhile, the World Health Organization (WHO) today released a report saying that, although the battle against tuberculosis is being successfully fought in most areas of the world, the disease has reached alarming proportions in Africa, with a growing number of tuberculosis cases and deaths linked to HIV.  We have the full text of the Secretary-General’s message, as well as a press release from WHO in my Office.

**United Nations Holiday
Tomorrow is an official United Nations holiday.  We will not be here.  The lights will be out.  The Building will be closed.  It’s the Christian holiday Good Friday, and we will see you then on Monday.

And to help you with your United Nations coverage next week, we have the Week Ahead for you in my Office.

That’s it.  Maggie?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Why did your Office not “squawk” that the [report on sexual exploitation and abuse by UN peacekeeping personnel] was available last night when you were distributing it to news organizations?  Why did your Office today cancel the interviews that Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid Al-Hussein (Permanent Representative from Jordan) had set up with some of us weeks ago?  I find this to be interference, a slippery slope and unacceptable.

Spokesman:  First of all, I’m not aware that Prince Zeid cancelled any interviews. 

Question:  He said he did it on a recommendation from the Spokesman’s Office.  Is that not you?

Spokesman:  The recommendation from the Spokesman’s Office through the Peacekeeping Department to Prince Zeid was that he not do individual interviews without briefing the entire press corps.  When I learned that he had started doing interviews yesterday afternoon, on the instructions of the Peacekeeping Department, I had told all of you at noon that he would not be speaking to the press until he had completed briefing Member States on 4 April; I didn’t think that was fair to the press corps as a whole. 

So I lodged a compliant.  I did not ask him to cancel his interviews, although I suppose that may have been implicit in my message.  But it just seems to me unfair:  If he said he was not going to speak to the press and he wasn’t going to brief the entire press that he should do individual interviews.  That’s all.  I was trying to get the whole press corps treated fairly.

Question:  I really appreciate what you were trying to do, but in the future, if the Prince or anyone else –- I know each case is different -– gives the gist and all the main points of a report in interviews, we should not be held to any embargo whatsoever and I’ll be the first one to break it.  

Spokesman:  On that subject, I had no idea how many interviews he had done or what he had said in those interviews.

Question:  I thing that Peacekeeping should be hearing this -- and it should go in the note -- that they’ve lost a lot of us.

Spokesman: I’ve already sent them a note.  I realize that this was very awkward for all of you and if your interview was cancelled, I apologize.

Question:  Why did the Prince not come here?  I know you briefly touched on the fact that he had to brief Member States, but I don’t understand why he would speak to people individually and not hold a press conference like hundreds of others who had prepared a report.  Doesn’t the Secretary-General’s Office have the capability of saying “this is how we’re going to handle a particular situation”?  I thought that was why [Chief of Staff] Mark Malloch Brown was brought on. 

Spokesman:  Well, [Prince Zeid] is a Permanent Representative.  It’s not like he’s a member of the Secretariat.  But I gave a very strong recommendation that he speak to the entire press corps if he was even considering doing any individual interviews, because I have always espoused a policy for this Office that we not play favourites, that we not give to some journalists what we aren’t ready to give to all.  And I communicated those views through the Peacekeeping Department.

The Peacekeeping Department called me late last night to say that it was their mistake and that they apologized.  But I told them this morning what Evelyn [Leopold-Reuters] just said, that they’ve got a lot of angry reporters here and that they’ve lost some ground.

Question:  I can’t recommend this on camera, but I think that everybody should find something else to do on 4 April and that would be the only way that people learn.  I think that briefing should be cancelled.  (Another correspondent agreed.)

Spokesman:  I’ll convey that to the Peacekeeping Department.

Question:  [Prince Zeid] has briefed heads of Missions and the European Union, and [by 4 April] he will have had distributed the report to the Security Council.  So, a week later, it’s no longer newsworthy.

Spokesman:  I realize that.

Question:  Do you have any response to the latest development in Kyrgyzstan –- the President and the Prime Minister have both resigned and the opposition has come to power. 

Spokesman:  All I can say is that the Secretary-General is following closely the developments in Kyrgyzstan that have taken a dramatic turn in the past 24 hours, as you have just indicated.  He appeals to everyone in Kyrgyzstan to try to maintain public order and observe fully human rights, and he also urges all concerned to try to resolve this current crisis through peaceful means. 

Question:  In response to the Secretary-General’s decision to reimburse Benon Sevan’s legal fees, the Permanent Representative of Iraq to the United Nations issues a statement, saying that the misappropriation of Iraqi money is scandalous.  He points out in his statement that nowhere does resolution 986 (1995) allow for the use of such funds to investigate alleged corrupt practices.  My question, then, is how or under which authority does the Secretary-General decide the payment of the legal fees for investigation of a staff member could be taken from the [so called 2.2] account?

Spokesman:  Mark Malloch Brown went over this so extensively yesterday that I can’t imagine anything that I could say that would add to what he said.  So, I would refer you to his briefing of yesterday.

Question:  He didn’t give a very convincing answer...

Spokesman:  If he didn’t convince you, then certainly I can’t convince you.

Question:  Then, could you tell if any other monies from this account are being used for any other purposes?  How is the rest of the money being used?

Spokesman:  We have also set aside money from the “2.2 account” for the possible claims of those injured in the [19 August 2003] Baghdad bombing -– not the Secretariat staff, but the oil-for-food programme staff.  Most of those claims are being settled under our “Malicious Acts” insurance, but several people will require very long-term care, and we’re not sure the insurance is going to cover all of that.  These are Iraqis, as well as international, staff, and so we have set aside $14 million as a contingency as we assess long-term care.

Question:  Fred, we really didn’t get an answer from Mr. Malloch Brown yesterday...

Spokesman:  If you didn’t get it from him, you’re not going to get it from me.  It’s as simple as that.

Question:  But just understand the rational as to why...

Spokesman:  I understand everything you’re saying and everything you said yesterday.  But if you didn’t get it from him, you’re not going to get it from me.

Question:  Can we please get it from him then, or from some authority that can explain what’s going on?

Spokesman:  He gave you everything he has to say.  He was here for 50 minutes yesterday.  He has nothing further to add.

Question:  Right.  But he did not answer a specific question that was put to him by journalists, so...

Spokesman:  He did the best to answer all your questions.  I can’t do any better than he did yesterday.

Question:  I just wanted to suggest that this rule that you’re proposing that either everyone be briefed or no one just doesn’t work...

Spokesman:  It’s not something I’m proposing; it’s something that I have strongly stood for and fought for in the Secretariat since 1997 when I took over as Chief Spokesman. 

Question:  I understand that, but there are simply some cases where journalists are following stories and others aren’t.  There are clear cases that some journalists report on the UN every day and are here all the time.  You know who the journalists are who consistently cover this place.  It’s clear as day.  Some of them are in this room right now.  So, to suggest some strange rule that somehow the entire UN press corps –- which everybody knows consists of a lot of people who don’t seem to be doing a lot of reporting at all -– must have access or nobody has access is crazy.  I don’t know any other organization that operates that way.

Spokesman:  You may call it crazy.  It’s my policy.  The Secretary-General accepts it.  With a report as important as Prince Zeid’s, to say that he will talk to a few journalists who call him up or with whom he initiates contact and not give a formal press conference in this room to any member of the UN press corps that wants to hear it, is unfair in my view, and it’s not they way I intend to conduct the press business of the United Nations.

Question:  I just have a suggestion to follow up on that, because I’d assume you want the solutions to the problems to get as much coverage as the problems themselves.  Two things:  We begged for this not to happen on Thursday because everything is happening today.  And if you have to drop one story, it’s going to be the one that doesn’t have a face behind it.  Brief everybody.  That’s great.  But if the reason that he’s not briefing us until 4 April is because he has to brief the troop contributors first, why not brief the troop contributors before the report is released.  And since he’s had major consultations with them anyway, and since the story is gong to be in the press today because the report has been released, I can’t imagine that they (troop contributors) would be surprised with the story out before 4 April.

Spokesman:  We gave that same advice to the Peacekeeping Department:  don’t do it on this day because too many other things are happening, don’t put out the report until 4 April when the consultations have concluded.  We made all those suggestions.  I cannot speak for them and tell you why they decided to do it their way, but I think that your reaction today and yesterday will help them learn a lesson. 

Question:  I’d like to follow up on the Malloch Brown press conference.  I, for one, had many more questions I was unable to ask.  Even though he was here 50 minutes, I think you cut off the questions to early.  He is rather long-winded and off the point most of the time.  I think you said there were at least six more people that had questions.  So can we do something?  Can we get him back?  Or can we get the Under Secretary-General for Legal Affairs to answer questions about this subject, because there are issues that have not been addressed by the UN?

Spokesman:  I will relay that to him.

Question:  On the content of the peacekeeping report, what specific steps can and will the Secretary-General take to implement the proposals, which are pretty wide-ranging and may have some opposition?

Spokesman:  Anything that he can do within his power as Chief Administrator he will do.  And anything that requires Member States’ cooperation -- particularly involving the role of Prince Zeid in negotiating with the troop contributors to take action such as the courts martial in the country recommendation -- he will do.  The whole point of Prince Zeid negotiating so long and so thoroughly with troop contributors was to establish a consensus that they needed to join this process and cooperate with it.

Question:  Fred, I have one more question on the legal fees.  When Mr. Malloch Brown came down yesterday, he admitted that the written statement was inaccurate in the wake of Mr. Volcker’s comments on it all.  Now we don’t know what is accurate and what is not.  As you’ve done in other cases, can you put out a revised statement that is authoritative and accurate.

Spokesman:  I will relay that to Mr. Malloch Brown, as well.

Question:  On the question of the 2.2 per cent account.  I understand the Iraqi Ambassador has requested that some of these funds be recognized as payment of the arrears that Iraq owes to the United Nations.  Is there a reaction to that proposal?

Spokesman:  I’m not aware of that issue.  I’ll have to see.  [He later said that would be a matter for the Security Council to decide.]

Correspondent:  I saw it in the papers today.  

Spokesman:  Richard?

Question:  All right, just a couple of quickies.  One, the Secretary-General’s report –- the next train wreck ahead on Lebanon.  Are the odds in favour of it coming out today, or will there be a weekend nightmare looming.  And I have a follow-up on other related things.  I know this is not under your control.  What do you know?

Spokesman:  I honestly can’t say.  I think our intention is to send it to the Security Council in the course of this afternoon.

Question:  Dileep Nair.  Mark Malloch Brown.  What was the decision -- Mark Malloch Brown said a decision has been made.  Was it to reopen -– to formally confirm the case, the investigation with him, the meeting has taken place.  What’s new on the future of Dileep Nair?

Spokesman:  They did not give me a readout of that meeting, which I think was supposed to happen at 11:30.  But our intention was, once that meeting took place, was to inform you of what our decision was.  And that’s still our intention.  So, I hope to be able to do so very shortly after this briefing.

Correspondent:  I also agree with Mark and you on these issues.  And the whole thing is transparency.  This whole talk about getting out in public and helping the peacekeepers.  That is what really the tragedy is.  I think that should be part of the Secretary-General’s reform report, on how reports and how they’re communicated is almost more important than a lot of other things in the whole bunch of words that [inaudible].

Spokesman:  Yes, Jonathan?

Question:  Could you remind us exactly what the meeting with Dileep Nair is about today.  Just a little background about that.

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General received from the Staff Union, at our request, written charges that they were levelling against Dileep Nair, or his Office.  We were to review that list and decide whether it was justified.  We felt it was justified to reopen the investigation.  You’ll recall that, on the basis of some earlier charges they made, we looked into those charges and decided that some things couldn’t be acted upon, because the allegations were made by anonymous people and so on.

Anyway, the Staff Union came back with a written list.  It was reviewed by the personnel department in the presence of the Staff Union representative.  It went to Mark Malloch Brown for a decision and he made a decision.  Dileep Nair, who was out of the country at the time, said that he would like to speak to the Secretary-General before that decision was announced.  So that meeting, last I heard, was scheduled for 11:30 this morning, and we intended, once that meeting was over, to tell you what Mark Malloch Brown and the Secretary-General’s decision was as far as reopening the case or not.  So, that’s what I hope we’ll be able to announce shortly after this briefing.

Question:  Is it true that up until now, the case has not been reopened, because my understanding was they [inaudible] a decision to impose a written remand on him, after the case had been reopened.  Is that not the case?

Spokesman:  My understanding is the decision to be taken by the Secretary-General on a recommendation of Mark Malloch Brown was whether or not to reopen the investigation.

Raghida?

Question:  Yes, since this is a session of complaints on the record.  I’d like you to take it to the 38th floor that we are absolutely upset and angry and we demand some respect for our deadlines, when we have London deadlines and when a story is as huge as the story on Lebanon.  So, this has been a habit that there’s a lot of disrespect for our deadlines as a tradition.  But at least, when it is such a huge story, we would appreciate that we’re not dealt out of the story, as has been the case quite often.  So, I’d like to take this complaint to you personally, and to Mark Malloch Brown and to the Secretary-General.

Spokesman:  In all fairness to the Secretary-General, we were very aware of your deadlines, and we did want to present it to you, if at all possible, before your deadlines, which I realize are before noon.  But the issues in this case were, I think, larger than your deadlines and that’s the reason we postponed the release of the report.  But it will come out...

Correspondent:  If I may just say something here.  First of all, it was announced that it would be on Thursday and when you have the Secretary-General’s schedule receiving the report from Fitzgerald at 12:00, that means there was already no respect for our deadlines, as if our public opinion doesn’t matter to the United Nations.  And secondly, when this comes out in the afternoon, it kills the story for us.  So, I don’t know, when we have an office all year long here, and there’s a story.  We’re covering the United Nations every day.  And when there’s a story of that magnitude and you deal us out of it, whether us or our competitor [inaudible], it is just not right.

Question:  I would also ask the question about why there’s a delay.  I mean, is Kofi Annan going to change the Fitzgerald report, or what other explanation could there be for having a delay in transmitting the report to the Security Council?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General just wanted a little more time to prepare the ground for this report. 

Question:  What does it mean “preparing the ground”?

Spokesman:  You can just imagine what it means.

Correspondent:  No, I can’t imagine.

Spokesman:  I’m not going to give you anything more specific than that.

Question:  Is he going to change the substance?  Or is he busy with other matters related to the report of Volcker?

Spokesman:  His sole focus all morning was this report.

Question:  Fred, on the question of trying to make sure it’s accessible to everybody at the same time.  I obviously understand that you’re trying to do the right thing by everybody, and that’s acceptable.  But it’s also a question of what the reality is.  And I’m just wondering, if this is the case, does that mean no more private interviews for anybody ever?  No requests for private interviews on a story?  

Spokesman:  No, absolutely not.

Question:  But in this case, and I do understand what you trying to do.  And I think it is in one way laudable.  But, on the other hand, a number of private interviews were cancelled at your urging.  I’m wondering, what is the rule here?  Because if several people followed up something specifically for a private interview, in this case it was cancelled, why does that mean that in other cases when people want something as a private interview, that’s allowed?  I’m just trying to understand.  Is there a consistent rule that’s being applied here, or is it on a case-by-case basis?

Spokesman:  In this case, I was just trying to understand clearly what the situation was.  I was told by the Peacekeeping Department that the Prince did not want to speak to the press until he had finished his consultations.  And then I gave that information to you at yesterday’s noon briefing.  In the course of the afternoon, I found out he was doing interviews.  So I said, how does that square with what I was told earlier, and that I had told you, that he didn’t want to speak to the press?  So it appeared that he wanted to speak to some of the press, and I said the Secretary-General’s policy on press relations is, you speak to all of the press or none on something important like this.  

Following a general briefing, if he wants to give interviews to this one or that one within the limits of his time, that’s, of course, his prerogative.  But he’s giving the basic message to everyone at the same time.

Question:  If that’s the policy I understand that policy, but in that case, that would suggest that the Secretary-General, during important times, would never give an individual interview.

Correspondent:  No, Mark.  I think you’re missing the point.  You can get all the interviews you want, you try to get all the reports you can find.  You just then don’t embargo it for everyone else.  It’s the embargo on that report after he gives an interview that was the problem.

Spokesman:  Richard?

Question:  On a totally different note, does the United Nations have any comment on the report that $500,000 was stolen or misused by Ethiopian-Eritrea United Nations Mission peacekeeping soldiers with phone bills, credit cards, that kind of fraud not in the Prince’s report.

Spokesman:  That was something that our auditors reported on Monday.  In the start-up phase of the peacekeeping mission, I don’t quite understand the details of it, but it was something like, if you made a phone call of less than a minute you didn’t have to pay for it.  Unfortunately, for the peacekeepers who were making 59-second phone calls by the thousands they had to put their pin numbers in.  So, we were able to trace all the calls backs to the contingents and we have billed contingents so far for $364,000 of the $503,000 worth of calls that were made, and we are continuing the recovery effort.

Question:  Back to oil-for-food, was there any consideration of the request for the Secretary-General to be here around Tuesday afternoon?  Has there been any timetable established for a mechanism for a response to the Volcker report?

Spokesman:  Not yet.  I don’t think we know how we would respond until we see what’s in it.  We will obviously be responding to you in some way, but we first want to see what’s in the report, and decide the most appropriate way to respond.

Question:  What time is he coming today?  Is he coming to the stakeout today?

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  I don’t know his plan for this afternoon or whether he would come to the stakeout if indeed he goes to the Security Council meeting.  I don’t think that decision has been taken yet.

Yes, Ma'am?

Question: I have a question on the shortlist of candidates for UNHCR and UNDP.  I don’t know about the UNHCR list, but as of the UNDP list, it seems that all the shortlist candidates are those candidates who had been nominated by their respective governments.  Mark Malloch Brown and [inaudible] said several times that the Organization would look for independent candidates.  That the shortlist of candidates would not have to be nominated by the governments, and that you would look for individuals in the international system.  It seems to me that that is not the case.

Spokesman:  I think you might have misunderstood.  This is an intergovernmental organization, so the Secretary-General asked all Member States to put forward names.  The purpose of publishing the shortlist is that we can get the reactions of non-governmental organizations and I believe we might also have in the case of one these lists actually solicited, I think it was the High Commissioner for Refugees, solicited suggestions from non-governmental organizations that specialize in refugee work.  But I don’t know whether these six candidates were all nominated exclusively by governments or whether some of them might also have had the support of non-governmental organizations.  I’d have to look.

But certainly the whole process is to get a public reaction while we publish the preliminary list, the shortlist, and while we then evaluate each of the candidates according to the criteria I gave you.

Question:  But they were all nominated by other parties.  You haven’t been –- the Cabinet hasn’t found candidates on its own.

Spokesman:  The idea is that we ask for governments to give us names, and they did.  And I think, on one of these two lists, I’m sorry I don’t know which one, I think we also asked non-governmental organizations to put forward names.  I don’t know if any of those names were submitted or endorsed by the NGOs.

Richard?

Question:  I know you can’t speak for him.  But Mark Malloch Brown was quite positive in saying the Secretary-General will be exonerated or something

Spokesman:  Expects to be...

Question:  Expects to be.  Does he have an inkling on the Volcker report or, as in the Seinfeld episode, that’s a pretty big matzah ball out there four days before the report. 

Spokesman:  Mark Malloch Brown just said what the Secretary-General expected to happen and that would be based, of course, on the Secretary-General’s own conscience and what he knows he did and didn’t do in this case.  Of course, it’s really up to Volcker to put forward his findings, but, based on the Secretary-General’s own knowledge of his involvement in this matter, he expects that Mr. Volcker would find nothing against the Secretary-General personally.

Question:  From the information published in the FT (Financial Times) yesterday about the meetings between Mr. Annan and Cotecna executives, can you tell us how long Mr. Annan has known Mr. Massey at Cotecna and during his meeting that took place in his office, it seems that it was around the same period as Kojo Annan was in New York.  Did he in any way facilitate this meeting?

Spokesman:  I don’t know the answer to your first question.  I would assume that the Secretary-General’s son would have nothing to do with the scheduling of official appointments, but I can look into that and let you know definitively one way or another.  Jonathan?  [He later confirmed that Kojo Annan had nothing to do with setting up of this appointment.]

Question:  Mark yesterday was asked a variety of questions which he said he couldn’t answer because he was not Chief of Staff at the time.  Among them were issues about the decision-making with Benon Sevan and the Secretary-General’s decision to support him and his legal fees.  Is there going to be someone who can answer those questions for us?  If Mark can’t answer them, can the Secretary-General talk to us about what he was thinking at the time?

Spokesman:  I don’t know what questions you’re talking about, but Mark Malloch Brown signed the letter to Benon Sevan confirming the previous arrangements made by his predecessor, but also putting possible restrictions on the payment, should he, Benon, be found guilty.  I’m not sure what questions you asked that he could not answer.  If you want to come back with a list, we’ll see if we can answer them, but I think we dealt as fully as we could yesterday with all of your questions, as fully as we could.

Question:  What has the Secretary-General said since Mark Malloch Brown’s press conference yesterday.  Obviously, he’s had time to digest what was said at yesterday’s briefing.  Does he have any positions he’d like to share with us about this whole investigation and Mr. Volcker’s report?

Spokesman:  No, not at all.  We’re just waiting for the Volcker report on Tuesday, and that will be probably the next time the Secretary-General will have anything to say about this issue.

Thank you very much.

___________________________________________________________________________
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Good afternoon.

**Secretary-General meets with NGOs on Darfur, Sudan
At 3:30 this afternoon, the Secretary-General will meet with representatives of leading non-governmental organizations, to hear their views and discuss how better to focus attention and generate action on Darfur.

Today’s meeting follows one he held three weeks ago with the members of the Security Council, in which he discussed his worries that we are not moving fast enough to deal with Darfur.

**Sudan Update
Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, met yesterday with Sudanese Vice-President Ali Osman Taha, and they discussed, among other subjects, the mandate for the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) and the need for further talks on Darfur.  Pronk also raised his concerns about the communities of displaced persons around Khartoum.

Incidents of looting and banditry continue to be reported in Darfur, the United Nations Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) says, and the African Union is investigating.  There also are reports that rebel groups attacked some villages in South Darfur on Saturday.

**Security Council Approves 10,000-Strong UN Mission in Sudan
On Thursday afternoon, the Security Council unanimously adopted a resolution establishing a UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS), which would consist of up to 10,000 military personnel and up to 715 civilian police.  The Mission’s initial mandate is for six months.

The Mission is to support the implementation of the recent Comprehensive Peace Agreement, investigating any violations of that agreement, while assisting in the disarmament process, among other tasks.

The Sudan Mission is to have a close and continuous liaison with the African Union Mission in Sudan, with a view towards expeditiously reinforcing the effort to foster peace in Darfur.

**Lebanon - Statement
We issued the following statement yesterday regarding the bombing in Lebanon:

“The Secretary-General condemns the continued bombings in Lebanon, where an explosion in Beirut late Saturday killed two people and injured at least eight others.  He is especially saddened that this latest attack, the third in Lebanon in only a week, was carried out on the eve of Easter, just as many of the nation’s Christians were preparing to attend Mass.

“The Secretary-General believes this latest violence must stop, and that Lebanese should be allowed to decide the future of their country free of violence and intimidation.  He calls upon the Government of Lebanon to act rapidly to prevent the security situation from deteriorating.  And he urges all concerned parties to do their utmost to safeguard Lebanon’s stability and national unity.”

**Lebanon Inquiry Update
Late Thursday, the Secretary-General transmitted to the Security Council the report of the Mission of Inquiry, headed by Peter Fitzgerald, on the circumstances, causes and consequences of the February 14 bombing in Beirut.

That report, the Secretary-General noted, raises some very serious and troubling allegations.  The Mission concludes that an independent, international investigation is needed, and the Secretary-General, in a letter to the Security Council, endorsed that recommendation.

Meanwhile, Special Envoy Terje Roed-Larsen will return to the region in April to continue his efforts, working with both Syria and Lebanon, to bring about a smooth implementation of Security Council resolution 1559 (2004).  He will also want to sound out the people of both countries, to get their sense of progress.  He is grateful to all sides for the cooperation he has received.

**Security Council
At 3 this afternoon, the Security Council will hold a public meeting on Côte d’Ivoire to discuss the Secretary-General’s recent report, which we flagged for you last week.

Alan Doss, the Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, will brief on the work of the UN Operation in that country. Also, Aziz Pahad, the Deputy Foreign Minister of South Africa, will discuss the mediation efforts for Côte d’Ivoire that are being led by South African President Thabo Mbeki.

**Iraq
The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, met yesterday in Najaf with Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani to discuss the political transition in Iraq.  In his talks, Qazi stressed the importance of increasing mutual confidence through dialogue.

Talking to reporters after the meeting, Qazi said that Ayatollah al-Sistani said that he was a religious man, and not a political one, and that he did not get involved except when necessary, such as in periods of crisis.  The Special Representative added that he had come to Najaf to seek al-Sistani’s advice.

**‘Oil-for-Food’ Update
I can tell you that it has been decided that it is not appropriate to reimburse Benon Sevan’s legal bills for his appearances before the Volcker Commission (Independent Inquiry Committee).  This would be reviewed, however, if he is later cleared of both internal breaches of UN rules and regulations and of any criminal wrongdoing.

**Khmer Rouge Tribunals
From 3 to 6 this afternoon, we will hold a pledging conference here at UN Headquarters, so that interested countries can make pledges to fund the Extraordinary Chambers set up in Cambodia to try Khmer Rouge leaders.  The three-year budget for those trials is about $56.3 million dollars, of which $43 million dollars are to be paid by the United Nations and $13.3 million by the Government of Cambodia.

In setting up the Chambers, the Security Council established that the UN funding would come from voluntary contributions.  But the Secretary-General made it clear that, before we get started, he wants cash contributions in hand sufficient to meet the first year’s costs, as well as pledges for the subsequent two years.

**Afghanistan
Afghan farmers are growing fewer opium poppies this year than they did in 2004, according to a survey released yesterday by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).  This is expected to result in a drop in the country’s opium output for the first time since 2001.  We have more information on this in the briefing notes from Kabul, upstairs.

**Regional Group Briefings Begin on “In Larger Freedom” Report
Today, the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, and Robert Orr, Assistant Secretary-General for Policy Coordination and Strategic Planning, will start briefing the regional groups on the proposals contained in the Secretary-General’s recent report, “In Larger Freedom”.

The Asian and African groups will receive briefings today, followed by the Eastern European and the Western European and Other States tomorrow.  The Latin American and CaribbeanStates will be briefed on Wednesday.

**Secretary-General’s Message on Detained/Missing Staff Members
Last year, at least eight UN staff members were taken hostage in separate incidents.  So far this year, at least 12 peacekeepers have been killed, and at least 26 UN staff members remain under arrest, missing or detained.

Those statistics are included in a message by the Secretary-General to mark the International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members, which was observed last Friday.

The message was delivered this morning in the UN Correspondents Association Club by Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, and it calls upon countries -- especially those that host peacekeepers -- to join the Convention on the Safety of UN and Associated Personnel.  We have the full text of the Secretary-General’s message upstairs.

Secretary-General’s Message to Asia - Pacific Development Meeting
And finally, in a message today to the Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development in Asia and the Pacific, the Secretary-General noted that economic growth in the region must continue in order to fight poverty.  He added, however, that the prevailing model of “grow first and clean up later” is not sustainable, and that we need a paradigm shift towards “green growth”.  We have the full text of that message upstairs.

Questions and Answers
Question:  Now that Dileep Nair has had a chance to respond to the charges, are you prepared to tell us what the outcome of that investigation was?  If you can’t tell us now, when can you tell us?

Spokesman:  On Mr. Nair, I’m afraid I have nothing new for you today, and I’ll have to get back to you if I can get any update on my instructions.

Question:  What are tomorrow’s plans for the UN’s response to the latest Volcker Commission report?

Spokesman:  We understand that Mr. Volcker, and possibly the other members of his panel, will be coming here to deliver to the Secretary-General an advanced copy of the report at 9 a.m., I believe.  We’ll have the same arrangements we had the last time, where there will be a photo opportunity in the lobby as Mr. Volcker comes in but not one in his office.

I understand that Mr. Volcker has scheduled a press conference at around noon.  The Secretary-General has a luncheon meeting with European Union ambassadors and after that -- 3 or 3:30 p.m. -- he would come here to Room 226 to read a statement and take a few questions.  Mark Malloch Brown would then stay behind to take more questions from you on the contents of this latest Volcker report.

So that’s our plan for now: 9 a.m., as he comes in -– I believe last time he might have even said a few words on his way out, so we’ll keep the stakeout in place for when he comes in and for after his meeting with the Secretary-General.

Question:  I would protest that there would be no photo opportunity of the report being handed over since this is a Security Council-authorized report very similar to Peter Fitzgerald’s and others.  It is obviously a unique photo opportunity:  a man given a job by the Secretary-General and the report is on the Secretary-General.  We’re not even asking to ask questions, but using United Nations TV or still photos seems like some sort of cover-up.

Spokesman:  It’s an interim report.  This is how the Secretary-General did it last time.  It’s how he wants to do it this time.

Question:  But last time, the report was not about him.

Spokesman:  We never know what the reports will be about.  But as I said:  interim reports, no photo op in his office.  That’s how he wants it.

Question:  I wonder if you could clear up the question of the Secretary-General’s state of mind.  Some of you are telling us he’s “relaxed and confident”, some of you are telling us he’s “depressed and on the point of resignation”.  Is he happy?  Is he sad?  Is he miserable?  Or is he veering wildly between the two as he awaits Volcker’s verdict?

Spokesman:  I think you saw him stand before you here in this room for almost an hour a week ago when he launched his report.  I think you could tell from that that he was strong in his commitment to the reform agenda he was presenting that day, and, I think, feels rather positive about the prospects of getting many of those recommendations approved by the General Assembly in September.

He’s been very active travelling.  He’s made two trips to the Middle East recently; put in a very strong performance in Algiers at the Arab League Summit.  I don’t think there are any signs of weakness, or, as it was reported by a couple of Murdoch papers, of “depression”.

Question:  An Arab newspaper is reporting today that an investigation into the United Nations Electoral Division has accused Carina Perelli of sexual harassment, cronyism and mismanagement of funds.  Can you confirm that report?

Spokesman:  No I’d have to look into that.  I know that the Department of Political Affairs, at a retreat, decided to invite a consulting group to critique its management practices, but I don’t know about those findings.

Question:  Can you give us a little more information on the decision to reverse course on Benon Sevan’s legal fees?  Why, after several days of heatedly defending the decision to reimburse those fees, was the change made?  Who made that decision?  What was the reasoning?

Spokesman:  I can’t really.  The note was given to me by Mark Malloch Brown just before I came down here.  He told me that the decision had been taken after consultation with the Legal Department, but that’s all I have on it.

Question:  Well, could we get more of an explanation as to what’s changed between this week and last week on that decision?

Spokesman:  I think Mr. Malloch Brown told you last week that this matter was under review.  All I know is what I read and I have nothing further as guidance for now.

Question:  Could we please have further guidance then?  What I’m asking for is transparency on how the United Nations takes decision because it’s rather confusing at the moment.

Spokesman:  I’ll see if I can get any more for you.

Question:  A follow-up on the audit into the Electoral Division.  Could you also confirm for us that this is the first time that a female UN official has been accused of sexual harassment?  As in the case with the oil-for-food investigation, some of the audit reports were made public.  Can we expect the same here?

Spokesman:  I don’t know about charges of sexual harassment, so let me please look into that.  What audit are you talking about?

Question:  The audit mentioned before on the Electoral Division that made it into the press.

Spokesman:  As I said, this was a consultant’s report for internal use by the Department of Political Affairs, so it doesn’t sound to me like the kind of thing we’d make public because it’s a management tool.  But I’ll ask for you, of course.

Question:  The lawyers for Andrew Thomson (co-author of the book “Emergency Sex and Other Desperate Measures”) released a statement Friday saying that he had been reinstated this past Monday.  He is claiming that he had used the “whistleblower defence” and that was the reason for his reinstatement.  I know you had said last year that “all the whistles had been blown” in that case and that didn’t have anything to do with it.  Do you have any comment on his reinstatement?

Spokesman:  First of all, I’d have to confirm that he’s been reinstated, although that doesn’t surprise me because I knew that that was in train.  Second, I’d have to see what he said, so let me see if I can confirm whether he made any reference to whistle blowing.  I would like to think that he got this job because he was the best qualified for it.  I don’t think he would want to undermine his own credibility as a candidate by saying it had to do with whistle blowing, but let me look into it and get back to you.  [He later confirmed Thomson had received an appointment.]

Question:  What was the reasoning behind the decision, as far as you understand, to terminate him and then reinstate him?

Spokesman:  He was not terminated.  His contract expired, and, if I’m correct, he was under consideration for this job, which he may now have gotten -- as well as possibly another one, which I don’t think he got.  So it’s just all in the process of applying for fresh jobs.  He was under consideration for something -- I take it he got that job, but I’ll confirm it for you after the briefing.

Question: So the fact that he’d written this book had nothing to do with the fact that his contract was not renewed after many years of positive evaluations?  And the controversy surrounding that had nothing to do with his reinstatement?

Spokesman:  To my knowledge, no.  Because I believe that the personnel department, the Office of Human Resources Management (OHRM), ruled that his not informing us in advance that he was publishing the book, and when he belatedly showed us the manuscript and we said we don’t think its in the United Nations’ interest to publish this book, and he published it anyway, that neither of those were justifications for firing him.  So, I believe it was the natural course of things.  His contract expired.  The job he was against wasn’t available, so that job ended on that date. With the expiration of that contract, he no longer had a job, but he was in the process of applying for other jobs.

Question:  Mr. Thomson claims that he did inform the Secretary-General and the United Nations well in advance that there were problems and that he had plans to write a book, but that he never got a response from the Secretary-General or anyone else.

Spokesman:  Well, this is the first time I’ve heard that.  So, I mean, I’d have to put that question to the Secretary-General’s Office or the personnel department’s office.  But my understanding was that when we informed him that he was under obligation under the Staff Rules to seek permission to publish while on staff, he seemed surprised, and that he subsequently offered the manuscript for review.  That was my understanding of how it happened.

Question:  I know it was breaking as you came in, but is the United Nations doing anything in the wake of the possible tsunami-like conditions caused by a major earthquake off the coast of Indonesia?

Spokesman:  I’m sorry.  This is the first I’ve heard of it.

Question:  Just to clarify, nothing is being paid for Benon Sevan’s defence, even prior to the first Volcker report?

Spokesman:  Yes.  You’ll recall that the last we told you was that because the bills he submitted to us were being disputed by us, nothing had been paid to him.

Question:  Lebanon says that someone is coming from the Foreign Ministry to possibly talk about the international investigation into the bombing that killed former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.  Has anything been set up?

Spokesman’s Response:  I’ll have to check for you.  [Not yet.]

Question:  What is the reaction in the wake of printed reports that the Secretary-General will be accused of not being aware of potential conflicts of interest with his son, and failing to take management action?  This is based on comments from people who have seen the Volcker report on the eve of the document being released.

Spokesman:  Well, I don’t think we want to comment until we see what the actual report is.  But you know what Mark Malloch Brown said last week:  that the Secretary-General expects to be cleared of any wrongdoing.

Question:  What is the status of Iqbal Riza?  Is he on a “dollar-a-year” contract?

Spokesman:  He officially retired at the end of February.  The Secretary-General wanted to retain him as an adviser, so, as of 1 March, he was on a dollar-a-year contract.

Question:  So, does that allow him to come and go as he wants?  Can he go into United Nations buildings?  What does a dollar get him?

Spokesman’s Response:  Certainly, he can circulate through the premises as a staff member.

Question:  What is he advising on?

Spokesman:  The first assignment the Secretary-General gave him came out of the Secretary-General’s visit to Madrid, where the Government had a project under way following up the dialogue among civilizations.  I don’t quite know the details.  I think it’s something called the “Alliance among Civilizations”, and they wanted some help from the Secretary-General, and the Secretary-General asked Mr. Riza to follow that up.

Question:  On sex and peacekeepers, is there any other follow-up report about Jordanian peacekeepers in Timor-Leste, or actions that may not have been included in the Jordanian Ambassador’s (Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid Al-Hussein) report, which, I confess, I have not read in all that great detail?

Spokesman:  Not that I’m aware.  I’ll have to look into it for you.

Question:  Would it be possible for someone in United Nations management to give us a briefing on how this “dollar-a-day” thing works?  What are the privileges that go with it?  Are there tax exemptions?  Visa concerns?

Spokesman:  It’s a dollar a year, and it is at the discretion of the Secretary-General.  It’s basically a way for him to get the services of people who he feels have something to offer at limited expense to the Organization.

Question:  Does it have any implication on getting a United Nations visa into the country?  What about tax status?

Spokesman:  I’ll have to look into that for you.

Question:  You say that the Secretary-General is confident of being cleared on any “wrongdoing”.  That’s a very specific word.  So, is he confident of being cleared of blindness to conflicts of interest and managerial incompetence?

Spokesman:  What we’ve been saying from the beginning is that the contract for Cotecna was issued according to standard United Nations procurement practices, and that the Secretary-General’s son’s connection with the company had no impact or influence on the awarding of that contract.  That is what his internal investigation found.  It’s what he in his heart believes is true and it’s what he expects to come out tomorrow.

The leaking of some elements of the Volcker report to some media suggests that there will be more details on his son, Kojo.  But until we know what they are, I don’t think I’d want to comment.

Question:  Does the UN feel it appropriate that leading members of the Volcker Commission, and perhaps even Mr. Volcker himself, are leaking selected details of the report to one or two American newspapers?

Spokesman:  We don’t know that that’s so, but someone is leaking, and it’s resulting in “death by a thousand cuts” for us and we’d prefer that that not happen.

Question:  With the decision not to reimburse Benon Sevan’s legal fees from the so-called “2.2 account”, is the Secretary-General considering reviewing the decision to fund the Volcker investigation from that account?

Spokesman:  No.  That decision was made, I think, with the support of the Security Council.  So, I think that’s the way the Volcker Commission would have to be funded.  I’m not aware of any re-thinking on that subject.

Question:  Well, how was that decision made, because the Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary) was not consulted first?  Don’t financial issues usually go before that Committee?

Spokesman:  I’m not sure on the procedure, so I’ll have to check for you.  [After discussion the matter with the Security Council, the Secretary-General informed the Council in a letter that he intended to fund Volcker out of the 2.2 account.  It was not a matter for the General Assembly.]

Question:  Who told Benon Sevan or his attorney about the decision?

Spokesman:  As I said, I found out about it right before I came down here, so I don’t know who else might have been told or how that might be handled.

Question:  When is the deadline for Mr. Sevan’s rebuttal of the allegations?

Spokesman:  I believe his first extension was for three weeks, which expired sometime last week.  Then, I believe, he’s been given another three weeks.  I’ll try to firm that up, but that’s my impression.  [That’s accurate.]

Question:  Can you give us any more detail on the amount of the legal fees?  It was reportedly somewhere around $300,000.  But now that you’re not paying it, can you give us a figure?

Spokesman:  Last week we did not want to give that figure.  In fact, I’m not sure we had totalled up the receipts he had submitted to us.  But I’ll have to see whether there is any change in that position now.

Question:  Fred, you keep focusing on the Cotecna deal.  Is that a strategic decision made by the communications people and, one would assume, Mark Malloch Brown, to keep saying that [the Secretary-General] did nothing legally wrong in the Cotecna deal, and to try and ignore the rest of the Volcker report, which will presumably focus on managerial lapses overseen by Mr. Annan and the blindness to a conflict of interest?  This seems to be a strategy that you’re following now.

Spokesman:  First of all, I’m not going to discuss our strategy.  But these other details came out over the weekend in two press reports.  We really will not know what Mr. Volcker’s report says until it comes out tomorrow morning at 9 a.m. So, let us get it first, study it, and then decide what our communications strategy is.  And we’ll talk to you in the afternoon.

Question:  Has anyone in the UN system been told what’s in the report by people on the Volcker Commission?

Spokesman:  Not that I’m aware.  When charges are brought or allegations are made by the Volcker Commission against individuals, I believe that the Commission informs the people that are going to be charged in order to get a reaction from them.  So, I think that details do get out in that way, but you’d have to really ask Mr. Volcker about his practices there.

Question:  So you don’t know if the Secretary-General has received an “adverse findings” notice?

Spokesman:  I don’t know that, no.

Question:  I just want to put on the record that, although the final outcome of Mr. Volcker’s investigation may not have anything ultimately to do with the Secretary-General, the real interest is on tomorrow’s report.  It will look bad for the UN to use old misleading pictures or video.  There should be some recording of that moment.

Spokesman:  Ok.  I’ll relay that for you.

Question:  Given this “death by a thousand cuts” that you mentioned, is the Secretary-General giving any new thought to resigning?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General has no intention, no intention, of resigning.  He expects to be cleared of wrongdoing by Mr. Volcker.  He has put forward an ambitious reform programme that he expects will culminate this September.  That, I think, is going to be his legacy for the United Nations, and he’s committed to going ahead with that.  That’s his agenda.

Thank you very much.
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� HYPERLINK  \l "_Agence_France_Presse:" ��Asian Nations Must Choose Sustainable Growth, UN Says (Agence France Presse)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_Associated_Press:_Asia" ��Asia Needs Tsunami Warning System, Disaster Education, Environment Experts Say (AP)�
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� HYPERLINK  \l "_IslamOnline:_African_Water" ��African Water Journalists Network Launched (IslamOnline)�
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