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Yonhap News  (Korea)

	Goh Pledges to Help Environmental Protection Industry Grow Rapidly
 

Seogwipo, South Korea, March 29 (Yonhap) -- Acting President Goh Kun said Monday that his government will help develop the country's environmental conservation industry to emerge as one of the world's fifth largest by 2010.

Speaking to a special assembly of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) held at the Jeju Convention Center, Goh said South Korea is determined to help develop next generation environmental protection technologies to address water and air pollution.


	


BBC

World getting 'literally greener' 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent in Jeju, Korea 


The world seems to have begun to turn greener, in the strictly literal sense, according to the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep). 
Satellite data show plant growth has been measurably more vigorous over the last 25 years. 

The news comes in Unep's first Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2003, which highlights trends and problems. 

The book is being launched at the opening here of Unep's annual council, attended by about 150 delegations. 

The meeting runs from 29 to 31 March. 

Changes 
Satellite and climate data between 1982 and 1999 show an "apparent greening of the biosphere", Unep says. 

"The amount of energy produced by plants through photosynthesis, minus what they use in respiration, increased globally by about 6% during the last two decades of the 20th century," it adds. 

Advances in farming and successful conservation programmes around the world may have contributed to the greening trend, according to the organisation. 

Unep says areas in tropical zones and in the high latitudes of the northern hemisphere accounted for 80% of the increased growth. 

Nearly 40% came from the Amazon rainforests, probably because of a decline in cloud cover and the resulting increase in solar energy reaching the surface. 

Changes in monsoon dynamics meant more rainfall in the 1990s and increased vegetation over India, Pakistan and Bangladesh and the Sahel belt of sub-Saharan Africa. 

Challenges 
The Geo Year Book 2003 is the first in an annual series published to complement Unep's encyclopaedic Global Environment Outlook reports - the third of which was published in 2002. 

Without concerted action, about a third of the world's population is likely to suffer from chronic water shortages 
Klaus Toepfer 
Unep executive director 

The new publication reviews major developments during the year, identifies developing challenges, and gives details of progress on key indicators like greenhouse gas emissions, and threats to animals and plants. 

It says the economic losses these cause are estimated to have multiplied five times since the 1970s, to a total of $629bn for the 1990s. 

A special feature examines the prospects for reaching international goals on providing more people with water, including the Millennium Development Goal agreed by world leaders in 2000 - to halve by 2015 the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water. 

Unep executive director Klaus Toepfer, says: "Without concerted action, about a third of the world's population is likely to suffer from chronic water shortages within a few decades." 

Reform urged 
Much of the meeting will be given over to the need for water and sanitation. 

Other issues include the problem of dust and sand storms caused by the spread of deserts in Mongolia and China, over a quarter of whose land is classed as desert. 

The environmental problems facing small island states, like poverty, natural disasters and declining fish stocks are also on the agenda. 

On the eve of the conference the campaign group Friends of the Earth called for Unep to be transformed into the UN Environmental Organisation, with the same membership and funding basis as other UN specialised agencies. 

It said this was necessary because of "the rapid deterioration of the world's water resources, urban environments, oceans, forests and other ecosystems, and a too weak and ineffective system of international environmental governance". 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Sydney Morning Herald

Pesticide ban put on hold 

March 29, 2004 
Australia, along with the US and nine other developed nations, have agreed to delay the implementation of a deal to stop using a pesticide that is known to destroy the ozone layer.

Methyl bromide, a fumigant that kills soil and food pests, was due to be phased out by developed nations by January 1 next year under the 1987 Montreal Protocol to protect the atmosphere. But delegates at a UN-sponsored conference in Montreal agreed on Friday that the 11 developed nations would be given exemptions allowing them to use the fumigant at least until the end of 2005. They say they have yet to find a viable alternative.

The other nations to benefit are Belgium, Canada, France, Greece, Italy, Japan, Portugal, Spain and Britain. 

"The high demand for exemptions to the methyl bromide phase-out shows that governments and the private sector will have to work much harder to speed up the development and spread of ozone-friendly replacements," the United Nations Environment Program director, Klaus Toepfer, said. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ChannelnewsAsia.Com

Rapid growth of “dead zones” in oceans threatens planet

JEJU, South Korea: The spread of oxygen-starved "dead zones" in the oceans, a graveyard for fish and plant life, is emerging as a threat to the health of the planet, experts say.

For hundreds of millions of people who depend on seas and oceans for their livelihoods, and for many more who rely on a diet of fish and seafood to survive, the problem is acute.

Some of the oxygen-deprived zones are relatively small, less than one square kilometre (0.4 square miles) in size. Others are vast, measuring more than 70,000 square kilometres.

Pollution, particularly the overuse of nitrogen in fertilizers, is responsible for the spread of dead zones, environment ministers and experts from more than 100 countries were told.

The number of known oxygen-starved areas has doubled since 1990 to nearly 150, according to the UN Environmental Program (UNEP), holding is annual conference here.

"What is clear is that unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said.

"Hundreds of millions of people depend on the marine environment for food, for their livelihoods and for their cultural fulfilment."

The world at present gets 17 percent of its animal protein from fish, UN figures show.

That supply is now endangered on at least two fronts: overfishing that has depleted stocks in recent decades and now the challenge of widening dead zones.

The issue was identified as a key emerging problem in the Global Environment Year Book 2003, a health report on the planet released at the start of the UNEP's three-day conference that concludes Wednesday.

The spread of low-level oxygen zones in seas and oceans, identified as early as in the 1960s, is closely related to the overuse of fertilizers in agriculture, whose main ingredient is nitrogen.

On land, nitrogen boosts plant growth. But when it washes into the sea in rivers and rainwater overrun, it triggers an explosive bloom of algae.

When these tiny plants growing on the ocean surface sink to the bottom and decompose, they use up all the oxygen and suffocate other marine life.

Fossil fuel waste from motor vehicles and power plants increases nitrogen content in oceans.

With oxygen depletion, fish, oysters and other marine life eventually die out along with important habitats such as sea grass beds.

Relatively large zones are found in the Gulf of Mexico, the Chesapeake Bay off the US East Coast, the Baltic and Black seas, and parts of the Adriatic.

Others have appeared off South America, Japan, China, Australia and New Zealand. Some zones are permanent, while other occur annually or intermittently.

Most of the 160 million tonnes of nitrogen used as fertiliser annually ends up in the sea.

UNEP said efforts should focus on cutting back on overuse of nitrogen to bring the seas back to life.

With a joint accord, European states within the Rhine River basin successfully cut the amount of nitrogen entering the North Sea by 37 percent between 1985 and 2000, it said.

The UNEP advocates planting of more forests and grasslands to soak up excess nitrogen and better sewage treatment.

Its conference is the first ever held in Asia with more than 100 ministers and high-level officials attending from 155 countries.

- AFP 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ Terra Daily Sandstorms, dead zones, brown clouds and dirty water
	


SEOUL (AFP) Mar 26, 2004
Blinding sandstorms scudding in over the deserts of China; oceanic 'dead zones' deprived of oxygen and life; a vast brown cloud of pollution blotting out the sun and silting children's lungs; and the world's lowest per capita access to clean water.

These are a few of the environmental problems to be discussed by senior officials from 100 countries at the first UN Environmental Programmeconference ever held in Asia when it opens in South Korea next week.

Already one in six of the world's people live without access to fresh water, according to Klaus Toepfer, the head of the UN body organising the conference.

"The arithmetic is awesome and simple. One in six people, or one billion souls, are currently deprived of this most basic of human needs," he said in a report ahead of the three-day conference.

Unless action is taken, a third of the world's population is likely to suffer from chronic water shortages within a few decades, Toepfer explained. "The quantity and quality of fresh water remain the most serious and critical issues of the 21st century," he said.

Asia already has the lowest per capita freshwater availability in the world, its cities are among the world's most polluted and the region's natural habitats are severely endangered.

These environmental problems, and those of the air pollution cloaking Asian and other mega-cities of the world, will figure high up on the conference agenda.

Asia is now recognized as a driving force of the world economy, but environmentalists warn that the region could pay a heavy price if it repeats the pattern of environmental degradation seen elsewhere in the world.

"The historical pattern of development in the economies of Europe, North Africa and Japan, was to industrialize first and clean up later," said Toepfer. "Such outdated thinking is no longer possible in a world of six billion people and counting."

One critical emerging issue at the conference is so-called 'dead zones' in the world's seas and oceans. These areas of sea water completely deprived of oxygen can no longer sustain life.

The issue is "all due to pollution" and has "big implications for the fisheries and the conservation of marine wildlife, and of course for people," said Nick Nuttall, head of media at the UNEP.

A possible link with a two-mile-thick blanket of sooty pollution that has worried environmentalists for years and has been dubbed the Atmospheric Brown Cloud will be explored at the meeting, according to organisers.

More specific to North East Asia is the environmental threat from sand storms driven by high winds from the deserts of China over the Korean peninsula and Japan, reaching as far as the US West Coast.

The UNEP described the storms as a "significant health, economic and environmental threat to the region and beyond."

China is responding in consultation with neighbouring countries by taking steps to halt the eastwards spread of the Gobi desert, including returning developed farmland to forest grassland.

"Though progress has been slow, the measures have been effective in holding off desert encroachment," a UNEP report said.

During the conference, which will take place on South Korea's southern island of Jeju, the UNEP will unveil its Global Environment Outlook Year Book, a progress report on issues including the drive to reduce by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water by 2015.

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

The Chosunibo

UN, Global Ministerial Environment Forum Kicks Off on Jeju Island

The 8th Special Session of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GMEF) kicks off at the Jeju International Convention Center, Monday, with participation by around 1200 delegates including Environment Ministers from 140 countries and representatives of government administrations, international organizations and non-governmental organizations. 
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Members of environmental organizations around the world participate in the 5th Global Civil Society Forum, which opposes the private ownership of water resources, at the Jeju International Convention Center, Sunday. 

High officials of affiliated organizations of the United Nations including UNEP’s Executive Director Klaus Toepfer and Executive Secretary of United Nations Economic and Social Commission of Asia and the Pacific Kim Hak-su will attend, as well as 100 ministerial-level personalities including former Japanese Prime Minister Rhytaro Hashimoto and Iranian Vice President Massoumeh Ebtekar. 

The opening ceremony is scheduled to start with a welcoming speech by acting president Goh Kun, a message from United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan and a keynote address by UNEP’s Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. 

Water will be the main topic on the agenda of this session. Delegates will look at the safety and supplies of global water resources, the provision of better sanitation and strategies to reduce poverty by solving water-related problems. 

(Im Hyeong-gyun, hyim@chosun.com ) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Korea Times

UNEP Conference to Kick Off in Cheju on Monday
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By Soh Ji-young
Staff Reporter
A major global environmental conference will open on the southern island of Cheju on Monday for a three-day run, the Environment Ministry said on Friday. 

More than 1,200 government delegates, activists and representatives of international bodies from 140 countries around the world will take part in the Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GMEF) and the Special Session of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).

The two conferences, which will be held at the International Convention Center in Cheju, will gather renowned international environment experts such as Dr. Klaus Toepfer, executive director of UNEP, Anna Tibaijuka, executive director of the U.N. Human Settlements Program and former Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto. 

Among the agendas to be tackled at the three-day conferences include the dust storms plaguing the Northeast Asian region and air pollution in so-called mega cities.

This marks the first time an Asian country will host the conference, which will be held this year under the theme, ``Environmental Dimension of Water, Sanitation and Human Settlements.’’ 

Prime Minister Goh Kun, who is serving as acting president, is scheduled to give a congratulatory speech during the meeting’s opening ceremony on Monday. 

During the GMEF, government delegates of 140 countries, including more than 100 ministerial-level officials will consult on a number of environment issues facing global society, such as sanitation, poverty and health and integrated water resource management. 

An array of special events are also planned along the sidelines of the conference, such as the Environmental Technology Exhibition held Monday through Wednesday and the International Symposium on Water on Tuesday.

For more information, visit http://www.2004unepkorea.org. 

_

The Korea Times

Desertification, Yellow Dust
International Cooperation Needed to Tackle Issue
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China’s rapid desertification and ensuing yellow dust has poised a serious threat to Korea and Japan in various ways, including daily life and precision industries. 

Statistics by the Chinese government show that every year about 2,500 square kilometers of land, four times the size of Seoul, has been turning to desert, and the rate continues to grow, fast and ominous. 

No one dares to say that Korea would not face the calamity of desertification, let alone yellow dust. 

The government should seriously tackle the issue, which is a regional problem involving three Northeast Asia countries, at the special session of the governing council of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and a global environmental ministers forum that opened today on Cheju Island. This is the first global environmental meeting ever held in Asia. Environmental ministers and about 1,000 representatives from some 150 countries are attending the three-day gathering. 

On the agenda at the Cheju meeting is that the vexing international dilemma is expected to be discussed more in depth than in previous forums. Scholars and experts will present their research papers on the desertification and the yellow dust, discussing ways for cooperation to cope with the pan-Asian phenomenon. 

Korea, China and Japan have already formed a framework through their annual environmental ministerial talks to resolve the issue. As part of the outcome of talks, the Chinese government has been planting trees in cooperation with the private sector. 

But the current efforts limited to the three countries are not enough to get over the environmental problem. Mongolia should also join the efforts, while the UNEP should be more actively involved. 

What is considered more important than planting trees in the desert by neighboring countries is to minimize the environmental destruction that is caused by land development. In particular, China and Mongolia should try to efficiently control land use if they are really determined to prevent desertification of their countries and the resulting yellow dust. Studies show desertification is accelerating as regional residents are turning sparse forestlands into arable farmland and pastures for livestock, and water resources are pumped from underground reservoirs without discretion. 

During the Cheju conference, participants should endeavor to raise the desertification and yellow dust issue to the level of international discussion rather than being mistakenly considered a local problem of only limited consequences. Environmental changes in one area of the world eventually affect the rest sooner or later.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

United Nations

MIPTV2004
26/03/2004Press Release
PI/1567 
NEW YORK, 26 March 2004(UN Department of Public Information) -- The audio-visual team from the United Nations Department of Public Information (DPI), along with many of its partners, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the World Bank, are joining forces at MIPTV2004, the world’s premier television market, held early in spring annually in Cannes, France, to promote the United Nations message through award-winning television series and productions and to set up innovative global media partnerships.
The United Nations team offers MIP participants significant value-added media products that appeal to international broadcasters developing new mainstream productions on key issues that concern the world today:
-- Information from the world authority about the facts and figures and issues which affect people everywhere;
-- Access to a great network of global contacts in, and unique footage from the field;
-- Knowledge of local, regional and cultural sensitivities; and
-- Human stories that bring home the issues in all parts of the world.
The United Nations is at the heart of every issue that affects the world.  For 60 years, the United Nations has stood for the hopes and aspirations of the peoples of the world for peace, security, and prosperity.  It continuously worked to make such a world a reality.  Audiences want to know the behind-the-scenes efforts, the grass-roots work, the success stories and it is crucial to engage those audiences with the United Nations’ unique perspective on world events that have global impact.
The United Nations has the global reach to deal with P.  Working in partnership with major broadcasters, the United Nations can help focus the world’s attention on stories about the issues that know no borders –- extreme poverty, displaced people, forgotten conflicts, humanitarian emergencies.  This year the emphasis is on encouraging broadcasters to air more innovative programmes on HIV/AIDS and the other Millennium Development Goals.
The United Nations is fully committed to partnering with the world media industry in .  The United Nations audio-visual team is proactive and flexible, dedicated to working with other broadcasters, listening to and assisting them in communicating these important messages, providing free programming and in-kind services, promoting their work, and offering broadcasters the unique name recognition that only the United Nations can provide.
MIPTV’s China Day on 31 March brings attention to the United Nations’ long-standing involvement in advancing the country’s development goals.
MILIA 2004, World Interactive Content Forum, will show the United Nations fully engaged in developments in new media, through the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), the World Electronic Media Forum (WEMF), and the Secretary-General’s HIV/AIDS Global Media Initiative.
For more information:  Caroline Petit, Promotion and Distribution Manager at e-mail: petitc@un.org.
Taipei Times

How can we fight global warming? Guerrilla warfare

By Alister Doyle
REUTERS , OSLO, NORWAY 
Sunday, Mar 28, 2004,Page 9 

When Helen and Michael Allen got married, the wedding bill included an unusual extra item -- about US$220 to clean up gases blamed for causing global warming. 

And when the Rolling Stones went on tour in Britain last year, they added about US$0.27 to the price of each ticket to plant 3,000 trees to soak up the concerts' pollution and show, as they said, that "rock and roll is not a gas." 

One Dutch car rental company adds about one percent to its prices to help plant forests to soak up the vehicles' emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2), a non-toxic gas widely blamed for nudging up temperatures and wreaking havoc with the climate. 

PINPRICKS 

In pinprick attacks on global warming, companies and celebrities are finding that some consumers are willing to pay more to soak up global warming that works out at 4.3 tonnes of carbon dioxide each year for every person on the planet. 

Some individuals are even paying -- with no prospect of commercial gain -- to offset everything from commuting to family holidays by measuring how much carbon dioxide is released by the oil, coal and gas they burn. 

"We made Helen's wedding `carbon neutral' to make the point that climate change is a serious issue," said her father, Phil Cottle, of Helen's marriage to Michael Allen in Lincoln, England, in May last year. 

He estimated the wedding emitted about 13 tonnes of carbon dioxide, or the rough equivalent of planting 18 trees. 

Trees suck carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and store it as they grow, helping curb global warming widely blamed on CO2 emissions from factories and cars that are blanketing the planet and have surged since the Industrial Revolution. 

Some scientists say that global warming is the biggest long-term threat to life on earth. Rising temperatures may drive thousands of species to extinction, trigger more frequent floods or droughts and sink low-lying islands by raising sea levels. 

MANY SMALL ACTIONS 

"Small actions among very many people can add up to significant changes," said Jonathan Shopley, the head of Future Forests, which offsets CO2 by investing in renewable energy schemes or planting trees, mainly in the Third World. 

The group has planted about 1,500 hectares of forests since 1999, from Scotland to Mozambique, to absorb about 103,000 tonnes of CO2. By contrast, annual world CO2 emissions are about 26 billion tonnes. 

Future Forests (www.futureforests.com), Dutch Business for Climate (www.businessforclimate.nl) or Germany's 550ppm (www.500ppm.com), for instance, let people calculate personal CO2 emissions and then express it in terms of trees. 

Increasing numbers of events, from rock concerts to conferences, have been "carbon neutral." 

The 2002 Johannesburg Earth Summit was the first major UN meeting to try to be "carbon neutral", investing in renewable energy and planting trees. But few governments signed up, raising just US$300,000 of a US$5.0 million target. 

And some environmental groups worry that schemes for planting trees could even backfire and extend global pollution. 

"The idea that people can burn fossil fuels and then plant trees to clean up is simply wrong," said Steve Sawyer, climate policy director at Greenpeace, nothing that cars exhausts spew out many pollutants other than CO2. 

"This will keep people digging up oil and coal," he said. He said that the world should instead shift to clean energy, like solar, wind or hydro power. 

"Don't get me wrong, I'm all in favor of more trees," he said. 

US citizens are the biggest CO2 emitters with an annual average of 19.4 tonnes each. Japanese, for instance, emit 9.1 tonnes while the average Ethiopian accounts for just 100kg. 

Cottle, a forestry and insurance expert, said travel accounted for 7.7 tonnes at his daughter's wedding, followed by hotel stays at 4.8 tonnes under estimates by Future Forests. 

"Luckily no one came from Australia," he joked. A round-trip flight would emit almost four tonnes of carbon dioxide per person. 

KYOTO STALLED 

The Kyoto protocol, a global government plan for limiting emissions of carbon dioxide, is stalled after the US pulled out in 2001 when US President George W. Bush said it was too costly and wrongly excluded developing nations. 

It will now only enter into force if Russia ratifies. 

Part of the problem for policy makers is that CO2 does not sound like a threat. Every adult just breathing produces about 1kg a day. 

Dutch Business for Climate manages 50,000 hectares of forest, mainly in tropical countries, and gets businesses to help fund plantings to offset CO2. 

"More and more organisations are using [carbon offset] as a selling point," said Denis Slieker, head of the group. "At this stage it's a very, small percentage that's being compensated." 

Slieker also runs a car rental company where he says the monthly cost of leasing a car, or about 600 euros (US$738.80), includes about five euros to soak up carbon emissions. 

The UN launched a scheme last year to plant 1 million trees to help slow deforestation that claims about 9.4 million hectares a year. 
This story has been viewed 221 times. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Amazon pipeline plan 'damaging' 
By Hannah Hennessy 
In Lima 


Opponents of a gas pipeline project in Peru's Amazon have released leaked government documents to show the damage caused to the rainforest and tribes. 
Indigenous leaders and environmental groups want to highlight the effects of Peru's most ambitious gas project. 

They are calling on the Inter-American Development Bank to commission an independent audit before it signs a $75m loan for the Camisea Project. 

The pipelines cut through the heart of the fragile rain forest. 

Representatives of the isolated indigenous people who live there say the pipelines have caused massive landslides, a drop in the fishing opportunities and epidemics. 

They released a leaked document from the Ministry of Health suggesting the project had increased respiratory infections and diarrhoea among native communities who are not used to outside contact. 

This in turn had caused malnutrition and premature deaths. 

Environmental impact 
A leaked document from the Ministry of Energy and Mines concluded that the negative environmental impacts of the project were significant and of great magnitude. 

The Inter-American Development Bank says it is committed to an independent assessment of the environmental and health impacts of Camisea. 

Earlier this month it said it would delay the $75m loan while it waited for environmental requirements to be met. 

Peru had hoped the loan would be signed at the annual Inter-American Development Bank meeting it is hosting in Lima. 

It hopes the Camisea Project will add 1% a year to Peru's economic growth. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

WWF says Russia ignoring environment in oil sale quest
GENEVA - Russia is undermining plans to protect key world marine areas from potential tanker disasters in an effort to keep its oil shipping costs down, ecology body WWF says. 

WWF, the World Wide Fund for Nature-International, said this was the motive behind a Russian proposal that would block the marine protection plans, to be put to a meeting in London next week of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO). 

"WWF believes the proposal is driven by Russia's blatant disregard for the environment and its desire to cheaply transport its oil, whose production is booming, through the Baltic Sea and western European waters," it said yesterday. 

Russian officials in Moscow were not immediately available for comment. 

The protection plan - supported by the European Union, the United States and most other countries in the IMO - is aimed at giving a special status to the Baltic and to seas around Ecuador's Galapagos Islands and Spain's Canary Islands. 

It would designate them as Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas. Ships passing through would have to take special safety measures to be decided by the IMO, a United Nations agency. 

Every day hundreds of oil tankers, many in a similar condition to that of the ageing Prestige which sank off the coast of Spain in 2002 and caused a major ecological and social disaster, travel along Baltic routes from Russia, the WWF said. 

The Prestige disaster killed 300,000 birds, put hundreds of fishermen along the Atlantic coasts of Spain and France out of work for months, and cost some five billion euros (3.3 billion pounds) in clean-up and environmental costs. 

WWF specialists say Russia - which has won support from Liberia and Panama which both have large tanker fleets - fears that the maritime protection measures would push up the cost of transporting its oil by sea and make it less competitive. 

Environmentalists fear other members of the IMO, which normally operates on a consensus basis, might hesitate to break tradition by calling a vote to force the plan through. 

If Russia and its allies blocked agreement, the Swiss-based WWF said, it would be "a significant blow to efforts to protect vulnerable marine areas from major oil spills." 

The Baltic "is one of the planet's smallest and most vulnerable seas, where there is imminent risk of a similar devastating oil accident," said WWF marine expert Simon Cripps. 

The eastern Pacific Galapagos, where Charles Darwin in the 1830s first found the evidence for evolution, are the home to hundreds of unique varieties of animal, bird and plant life. 

An oil spill there three years ago caused huge damage, and the islands - like the Canaries in the Atlantic off West Africa and home to endangered pilot whales - face constant danger from similar and more devastating accidents, Cripps said. 

Story Date: 26/3/2004 


__________________________________________________________________________________________ REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA)- NEWS UPDATE

29 March 2004
General environment news

Accra undergoes massive cleanup 

Accra, Ghana (PANA) - The capital of Ghana has closed up on Saturday to clean up the filth that is swallowing it up. All shops, stores and commercial offices in the city are to remain closed until 1400 GMT for a nine-hour clean-up exercise that began at 0500 GMT on Saturday. The new Mayor of Accra, Stanley Nii Agyiri Blankson decreed the cleanup as part of his measures to help tidy up the city that is becoming notorious for its growing mountains of refuse. Blankson, who took office this month, has made it his cornerstone to rid the city of filth in 100 days. The exercise would be repeated in April. Each of the 68 Electoral Areas has the responsibility to carry out its cleanup. Residents are to remove rubbish from their homes and clean gutters around their houses. Several ministries are providing vehicles for the exercise. The vehicles would carry the refuse from the various electoral areas to the dumpsite. Accra has never overcome its refuse problem with mountains of refuse growing by the day. The volumes of refuse to be disposed of have overwhelmed waste management companies, which have been paid to clear the refuse.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng035883&dte=27/03/2004
Gambia Emits 245,538 Tonnes of Gas - Environment under serious threat 

The Independent (Banjul): The Gambia's total emissions through fuel combustion is estimated at 245,538 tonnes of gases with the bulk of the carbon dioxide (CO2) coming from road transport and energy industries, representing 60 and 30 percent respectively. According to the country's first National Communication to the United Nations Framework Convention on climate change 2003, the emissions are 181,064 tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2); 2,911 tonnes of methane (CH4); 40 tonnes of nitrous oxide (N2O); 54,536 tonnes of carbon monoxide (CO) and 6987 tonnes of non-Methane Volatile Organic Compound (NMVOC). The industrial production of beverages and the production of bread and other food resulted in emissions of 764 and 112 kilograms of NMVOC respectively. The communiqué added that the emissions of greenhouse gases from agricultural activities consists of 12.63 Giga grams (Gg) CH4 from livestock production, 27.2 Gg CH4 from rice production, 0.11 Gg Ch4 from prescribed burning of the Savannah, 0.21 Gg N2O from agricultural soils and a combined emission of 0.27 Gg of various trace gases from burning of crop residue. It further stated that the estimates of emissions of greenhouse gases from the land use change, and forestry suggest emissions of 63 Gg CO2 due to changes in forest and other woody biomass stocks. "Estimates of emissions from waste management suggest emissions of 9.36 Gg CH4 from solid waste disposal sites, 0.73 Gg CH4 due to production and management of waste water from domestic and commercial sectors, about 138 Gg methane due to industrial waste water handling and 0.001 Gg N2O from human sewerage," the communiqué added.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403260828.html
Uganda wants EAC to maximize use of Nile waters 

Kisumu, Kenya (PANA) - Ugandan Water, Lands and Environment minister Baguma Isoki has suggested that Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania join forces in a formidable bargaining front at ongoing negotiations with Egypt within the Nile Basin Initiative. Baguma, who met late Saturday with a senior Kenyan administrative officer Stephen Ikua at the Lake Victoria port city of Kisumu charged that Egypt, the major beneficiary from the resources of the Nile, was consistently avoiding roundtable negotiations with the three East African countries. He said Egypt was instead employing "divisive tactics," preferring to deal with individual countries rather than negotiate with the Riparian states as a united front. The Ugandan official urged the three East African states to review their policies towards the conservation of Lake Victoria, with a view to maximizing benefits from the resource.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng035981&dte=28/03/2004
Nouakchott hosts sub-regional meeting on biodiversity 

Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - About 50 experts from Senegal and Mauritania began reflections here Thursday and Friday on prospects in a biodiversity project between the two countries. Participants at the four-day meeting are discussing and sharing experiences on desert lands along River Senegal, in line with the spirit of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, as part of the fight against soil degradation. The Nouakchott workshop was organized by the Mauritanian ministry of Rural Development and Environment, with support from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The Mauritania-Senegal biodiversity project, which was launched in 2001, aims at restoring degraded land on both banks of the River Senegal.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng035785&dte=26/03/2004
Cameroon's Environmental Conservation Effort Hailed

Cameroon Tribune (Yaoundé): Protocol agreement establishes WWF sub-regional headquarters in Cameroon. Within the framework of the implementation of the Yaounde Declaration of 1999 on the conservation of the central African ecosystem, government in the nation's capital on Friday signed an agreement with the World Wide Fund For Nature (WWF) to implant a WWF sub-regional Headquarters in Yaounde. The headquarters will provide the necessary pivot for the smooth and effective coordination of WWF's activities in the Republic of Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Gabon, the Republic of Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, and Chad; and eventually the future expansion of activities in Equatorial Guinea and Sao Tome and Principe. By implanting the headquarters in Yaounde, WWF believes it has taken its own share of responsibility in the conservation of this important legacy to the prosperity of mankind. The Director of Programmes for WWF-International in his speech emphasized the challenges awaiting humanity in the whole gamut of nature conservation. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403260564.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________
ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

Litter collection drive loses pace

Bahrain's newly privatised refuse collection service is failing, say councillors in three of the country's five governorates.

The company responsible agrees, but blames people for dumping litter anywhere they choose and the government for failing to enforce its own laws. 

MBM Alam Flora won a seven-year contract to clean the Northern, Central and Southern governorates in July 2002.

It took over the job from the Municipalities and Environmental Affairs Ministry in March last year, but has since been criticised for under-performing.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=77692&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27007
UAE

Water day marked

Dubai Municipality celebrated World Water Day 2004 under the theme "Water and Disasters" through a series of programmes and activities that highlight the civic body's concern over issues like protecting water supply and spreading awareness in the society about the importance of water, conservation and pollution. 

Qassim Sultan, Director-General of the municipality said the civic body should adhere to the strictest guidelines of quality and health to protect water and the environment following in the footsteps of the President, His Highness Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the foremost environmentalist in the nation. 

Mr Sultan said that thanks to the care and concern of Shaikh Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai, UAE Minister of Finance and Industry, and his constant support of developmental programmes in Dubai

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/march/theuae_march636.xml
Oman

Oman to take part in Gulf Water Week

Oman will join other member states of the AGCC in observing 'Gulf Water Week' from March 22 to 28 under the slogan 'Water recycling: rationalisation and saving'. 

The theme "reflects the attention given by AGCC governments to water recycling technology which helps avail of grater quantities of water," a spokesman for the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources said.

Member states of the council, he underlined, "endeavours to raise awareness among members of the society on the importance of re-utilising sewerage water after recycling it."

Gulf Water Week was first celebrated in March 1999. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2004/march/middleeast_march413.xml
Jordan

Environment minister says no decision yet on petcoke use 

Minister of Tourism and Antiquities and Minister of Environment Alia Bouran on Saturday denied reports that the government had given the green light to the Jordan Cement Factories Company (JCFC) to employ petcoke in cement production. 

Speaking at a meeting with representatives of civil society institutions in Fuheis and Mahes, Bouran said the matter was being studied and no decision had yet been taken. 

She said the government was working closely with the Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company to find substitutes to employ in cement production that do not negatively affect the environment or human health, and violate the Kingdom's international obligations. 

Bouran announced that the ministry would start applying a plan for improving the environment situation in Fuheis and Mahes as of April, designed to ensure public health safety. 

Without giving details, the minister said the plan would guarantee a modernised and developed industrial performance and secure a safe environment for the local communities. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/sun/homenews/homenews7.htm
Qatar
Environment Competition 
THE Friends of Environment Centre has shortlisted entries submitted by various government and private schools for the annual environment competition. The results are to be announced shortly. 
Some 120 schools, ranging from the nursery level to higher secondary schools, have submitted entries, the FEC said yesterday. 
The first prize will be a shield and cash award. The second winner will get a shield and a certificate, while the third winner will receive a certificate. 
http://www.gulf-times.com/
__________________________________________________________________________________________


Prepared by News Services Section





DH/4109
http://www.un.org/News/







26 March 2004



F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN electoral team arrives in Iraq

*
At UN, memorial conference on Rwandan genocide considers lessons for future

*
New structure for Security Council committee aims to help countries fight terror 

*
Security Council calls on Côte d’Ivoire to implement 2003 peace agreement

*
Recent killing of two police officers in Kosovo condemned by Security Council

*
Security Council calls on UN war crimes courts to complete work on schedule

*
UN mission to remain in Afghanistan another year, Security Council decides

*
UN humanitarian agencies urge Israel to lift movement restrictions into Gaza

*
UN Population Fund sends medical supplies to violence-wracked Haiti

*
UN refugee agency scrambles to help spontaneous returnees to Liberia

*
Largest number of Sudanese relocated in single day – UN refugee agency

*
Experts report mixed progress in Myanmar, DR of Congo to UN rights commission

*
UN labour agency hails report calling for fairer globalization

*
UN development chief calls for generous reconstruction aid for Afghanistan

*
End cotton subsidies that come at expense of poor farmers, UN official urges

* * * *

Iraq

26 March – A team of United Nations electoral experts arrived in Baghdad today along with security support, a UN spokesman said in New York.

The announcement comes a week after UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan received letters from both Iraqi leaders and officials of the United States-led Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) requesting UN assistance with the transfer of sovereignty at the end of June as well as help with preparations for elections before the end of January 2005.

In response, Mr. Annan said he would dispatch a team led by his Special Adviser Lakhdar Brahimi and the electoral assistance team as soon as possible.

Earlier this week, the Security Council welcomed the Secretary-General’s decision to send the teams to Iraq and called on all parties in the country to cooperate with them.

* * *

Rwandan genocide

26 March – Just days ahead of the 10-year anniversary of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, the United Nations today hosted a solemn memorial conference on the milestone which served as an occasion to review past mistakes and draw lessons for the future.

Addressing the gathering, Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who headed the UN’s peacekeeping department during the three months of massacres that claimed some 800,000 lives, said this blighted moment in history had deeply impacted him personally. At the time, he pressed dozens of countries to contribute troops.

“I believed that I was doing my best, but I realized after the genocide that there was more that I could and should have done to sound the alarm and rally support,” he said.

“This painful memory, along with that of Bosnia and Herzegovina, has influenced much of my thinking, and many of my actions, as Secretary-General.”

He said the events of 10 years ago, and the failure of the world to respond, “must leave us always with a sense of bitter regret and abiding sorrow.”

Mr. Annan called on the people of the world – “everywhere, no matter what their station in life, whether in crowded cities or remote rural areas” – to observe a minute’s silence at noon local time in every time zone on 7 April, which has been marked by the General Assembly as the International Day of Reflection on the Genocide in Rwanda.

“Let us be united in a way we were not 10 years ago. And let us, by what we do in one single minute, send a message – remorse for the past, resolve to prevent such a tragedy from ever happening again – that resounds for years to come.”

The Secretary-General, who has already called for the establishment of a special rapporteur on the subject of genocide, said today he is still analyzing what other steps can be taken to reduce the chances of another genocide happening again.

While cautioning that the world could not be confident that it would respond effectively if faced with a situation similar to that prevailing in Rwanda in 1994, he said he was encouraged by some steps already taken, including the establishment of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), which is trying people accused of committing the genocide. He noted the ICTR has achieved several pioneering verdicts, including the first conviction for genocide by an international court.

Rwanda’s Foreign Minister, Charles Murigande, told the conference that the international community failed to intervene even though it had plenty of advance warning from many sources, including a UN rapporteur and numerous non-governmental organizations (NGOs), that large-scale killing was likely.

“Calling it genocide would have made it an obligation for the international community to intervene, which it was unwilling to do. And so people spoke of ‘mass killing,’ ‘tribal violence’ or ‘acts of genocide’ to escape having to take responsibility, while Rwandans died at a rate of well over 10,000 a day,” he said.

Mr. Murigande said he supported the findings of a report entitled “Responsibility to Protect,” which recommended that when a population is suffering serious harm and the State in question is unwilling or unable to act, then the international community has a duty to protect.

Ibrahim Gambari, Under-Secretary-General and Special Adviser on Africa, said the events in Rwanda highlighted “structural and policy failures” in the UN, including at the Security Council.

“Without a doubt, it was the Council, especially its most powerful members, that had failed the people of Rwanda in their gravest hour of need,” he said, adding that too many countries which contributed peacekeepers to the UN Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR) at the time of the genocide quickly withdrew their troops after the killing of a dozen soldiers in early April 1994.

“While such concerns were legitimate, those countries had ignored the moral duty to help save defenceless civilians who were being massacred in broad daylight.”

Former UNAMIR Force Commander, retired Gen. Romeo Dallaire of Canada, said the international community treated the UN Mission as “a last priority,” giving it no budget and no structure. National governments made the decision to withdraw their troops, not the UN, and reinforcements did not arrive until August.

Mr. Dallaire said he often wondered why the genocide in Rwanda was dismissed as mere “tribalism,” whereas in the former Yugoslavia at the same time, “there was talk about ethnic cleansing.”

* * *

Terrorism

26 March – Stepping up United Nations efforts to combat the terrorist threat, the Security Council today restructured its Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC) in a bid to revitalize the panel’s efforts in fighting the worldwide scourge and adapt to the evolving nature of its mission.

Through a unanimously adopted resolution, the Council decided that the CTC would consist of a Plenary – comprising the Security Council’s Member States and focusing on strategic and policy decisions – and a Bureau, which would be composed of the Chair and Vice-Chairs, as well as the consolidated expert and Secretariat staff, known as the Counter Terrorism Executive Directorate (CTED), headed by an Executive Director.

The text includes a “sunset clause” for the CTED, set for 31 December 2007, and calls for a comprehensive review of the Directorate by 31 December 2005 to enhance the Committee’s ability to monitor the implementation of Resolution 1373 and “effectively continue the capacity-building work in which it is engaged.”

The move comes after the CTC’s Chairman, Ambassador Inocencio F. Arias of Spain, told the Council the earlier this month that the proposal to rejuvenate the Committee’s work had originated from a dual conviction that terrorism was one of the major threats to international peace and security, and that the UN must play a central role in the fight against that threat with the Council, through the CTC, leading the effort.

Speaking at a press briefing today, Ambassador Arias hailed the Council’s move and described the new structure as enabling the Committee to be more agile and efficient as it helps Member States comply with Resolution 1373, adopted in the aftermath of the 11 September 2001 terror attacks against the United States.

He stressed that the Executive Director should have the status and clout to carry out today’s resolution, as that person will need to be able to clearly state which countries need technical assistance and which ones are not complying with Resolution 1373 because they lack the political will.

“In short, we are trying to make the Committee operative because the United Nations cannot remain passive, [it] cannot play a secondary role” in as big a threat as terrorism is in the beginning of this century, he said.

The CTC was created through Resolution 1373, adopted in the aftermath of the 11 September 2001 terror attacks against the United States. That landmark text called on UN Member States to prevent and suppress the financing of terrorism, refrain from providing any support to entities or persons involved in terrorist acts, and deny safe haven to those who finance, plan, support and commit such acts.

The Committee itself is not a sanctions body but rather monitors steps taken by countries, through the adoption of laws and regulations as well as the creation of administrative structures, to combat terrorism.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

26 March – Faced with fatal clashes at opposition demonstrations yesterday in Côte d’Ivoire as the United Nations prepares to deploy peacekeeping forces there, Security Council today expressed grave concern about the events and said political agreement is the only solution to the crisis in the troubled West African country.

The 15-member Council, in a press statement read by the current President, Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, emphasized that it was committed to implementing the January 2003 Linas-Marcoussis peace agreement, “as evidenced by its decision to deploy a peacekeeping force with a clear and robust mandate.” 

The government of the West African country and the then rebel Forces Nouvelles signed the peace agreement in Linas-Marcoussis, France, in January 2003, ending fierce fighting and setting up a government of national unity. 

Earlier this week, a 'Memorandum of Political Signatories of the Linas-Marcoussis and Accra II Agreements,' was handed over to President Laurent Gbagbo for further negotiations.

“The members of the Security Council stressed that it is imperative for all the Ivorian parties to remain fully engaged in the government,” said Mr. de La Sablière. “They urge all the Ivorian parties to act with responsibility and restraint in the interest of Côte d’Ivoire and the Ivorian people.”

Peacekeeping troops from France and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) are currently stationed in Côte d'Ivoire. A 6,240-member UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) is scheduled to start deploying on 4 April for an initial period of 12 months.

* * *

Kosovo

26 March – Members of the Security Council today condemned the recent killing of two police officers in Kosovo, one of them with the United Nations mission in the province, and called on the Provisional Institutions of Self-government to cooperate with the investigation.

The two officers, one from Ghana and one from the Kosovo Police Service, were shot Sunday while carrying out routine work in a marked car near Podujevo, in the Pristina region.

Today’s statement, made to the press by the Council President for this month, Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, reiterated that “any attack on the international presence or the law enforcement agencies in Kosovo is intolerable.”

Council members also called on all inhabitants of Kosovo to cooperate with the UN Interim Administration Mission (UNMIK) and the Kosovo international security force (KFOR) in support of the police investigation so that those responsible for the killings and other violent crimes are brought to justice.

In addition, the statement conveyed condolences to the families of the victims and to the Government of Ghana.

* * *

Tribunals

26 March – Asking all States to intensify their cooperation with the United Nations war crimes tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, the Security Council voted today to call on them to complete their investigations by the end of this year and all of their work by 2010.

In a resolution passed unanimously, the 15-member Council said the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) must do all they can to meet the completion strategy mapped out in previous Council resolutions.

This strategy calls for the tribunals to finish their investigations by the end of this year, finish all trials at the first instance by 2008 and wind up all their work by the end of 2010.

The resolution said prosecutors from the ICTR and ICTY should review their caseloads to determine which cases they should proceed with and which cases they should transfer to the domestic justice systems of appropriate nations.

The Council also asked each tribunal to provide it with regular reports – with the first due by 31 May – of what progress it is making towards achieving the completion strategy.

The resolution also called on all States to cooperate with the tribunals, especially those which can help bring at-large indictees to the ICTR and ICTY. It named Serbia and Montenegro, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the Republika Srpska within Bosnia and Herzegovina for the ICTY, and it listed Rwanda, Kenya, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and the Republic of the Congo for the ICTR.

* * *

Afghanistan

26 March – Renewing the mandate of the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) by another 12 months, the Security Council today stressed the importance of extending central authority across the whole country and disarming, demobilizing and reintegrating all armed factions.

By unanimous agreement, the Council adopted a resolution continuing the work of UNAMA, which has been in place since March 2002, until at least this time next year.

The Council acted in response to a recommendation by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, whose latest report on Afghanistan calls for the extension in order to consolidate gains achieved so far.

By today’s resolution, the Council also resolved to encourage Afghan authorities to make sure the national presidential and parliamentary elections scheduled for later this year are as inclusive and representative of the country’s demographics as possible.

Next week in Berlin, representatives of the international community will meet over two days to discuss how to help Afghanistan in its reconstruction following years of war, instability and the defeat of the Taliban regime in late 2001.

* * *

Gaza

26 March – Calling on the Israeli Government today to restore full access to Gaza for humanitarian aid, the UN Special Coordinator’s Office (UNSCO) said new Israeli-imposed restrictions on staff movements may force humanitarian agencies to cut back on assisting Gaza’s civilian population.

“The UN recognizes Israel’s legitimate security concerns and senior officials have repeatedly sought to engage the government of Israel to resolve these concerns, but without success,” UNSCO said.

“Because the restrictions persist, the UN is compelled to call publicly on the Government of Israel to restore full access to Gaza for UN and humanitarian workers and goods.”

Nearly all humanitarian aid vehicles from the UN and other agencies have been banned from crossing at the Erez checkpoint in the last three weeks, while transporting food containers through the commercial Karni crossing point is now obstructed, UNSCO said.

These humanitarian operations had provided food for several hundred thousand people and more than half of Gaza’s essential social services, it said. 

The restrictions were put in place because of Palestinian attacks on 6 March, in a vehicle disguised as an Israeli military vehicle, and on 14 March by two suicide bombers on Ashdod port, it said, but the incidents did not involve UN vehicles or goods.

Anyone not on official Israeli lists has to apply for special clearance to enter Gaza and approval can take from five days to two months, UNSCO said.

* * *

Haiti

26 March – Faced with reports of increased sexual violence and the looting of clinics and hospitals during the sporadic conflict in Haiti, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has sent medical supplies to help victims of the confrontations there.

The UN Population Fund’s (UNFPA) representative in Haiti, Hernando Clavijo, said its airlift of drugs and supplies for safe childbirth and for the treatment of rape and sexually transmitted infections arrived yesterday in the Haitian capital, Port-au-Prince.

The Caribbean country’s health care system was stripped bare during the armed civil unrest that ravaged Haiti and led to the departure of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide.

The reports of increased sexual violence were extremely troubling, not just for the physical and psychological trauma they inflict on women, but also because Haiti has the highest HIV/AIDS prevalence rate in the Americas, at 4.5 per cent, Mr. Clavijo said.

As part of its HIV prevention, UNFPA was accelerating condom distribution, he said.

* * *

Liberia

26 March – With Liberians returning from neighbouring Sierra Leone and Guinea in a sign of increased confidence in the West African country’s peace process, the United Nations refugee agency said today it was scrambling to provide emergency relief since poor security in some areas did not allow returnees to go back to their homes.

“The worrying aspect of this trend is that many of these spontaneous returnees end up displaced inside Liberia,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman Kris Janowski told a news briefing in Geneva. He noted that over 5,000 returnees from Sierra Leone were presently at a way-station in Monrovia, the capital, and in internally displaced persons (IDP) camps nearby.

“UNHCR and its partners are continuing to do their best to monitor the return and assist with emergency relief where possible,” Mr. Janowski said. Spontaneous returns are expected to peak in the coming months and continue at a high level during the first months of next year in the run-up to presidential elections scheduled for 2005, he added.

On Tuesday alone, over 800 Liberians from Sierra Leone arrived at the border crossing in Bo. UNHCR quickly responded by sending additional trucks to transport them on to Monrovia.

According to rough estimates there are over 10,000 returnees in Grand Cape Mount county, near the Sierra Leonean border, 11,500 in Bong across from Guinea, and a mixed population of 35,000 returnees and IDPs in northern Lofa County, where the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has distributed food, agricultural tools and seeds. 

UNHCR plans to facilitate the return and reintegration of an estimated 320,000 refugees and 300,000 camp-based internally displaced people this year, pending the full deployment of troops from the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) and improved security and access in the areas of return. 

UNMIL was set up after a ceasefire agreement last August between government and rebel forces ended 15 years of civil wars that had devastated the impoverished country.

* * *

Chad

26 March – In an effort to relocate tens of thousands of people fleeing civil war in western Sudan from the volatile border area to safer locations further inside Chad before the start of the rainy season in May, the United Nations refugee agency yesterday carried out its largest single daily transfer so far.

UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) convoys brought over 1,300 refugees to five camps throughout the vast region, including the first camp established in the southern section of the affected border zone, giving those living along a 300-kilometre stretch their first opportunity to move to a safer location. 

In all, 15,428 refugees have been transferred to the five camps opened to date, UNHCR spokesman Kris Janowski told a news briefing in Geneva today.

The agency estimates that more than 110,000 Sudanese have fled across the border in the past year to escape conflict in the western Darfur region. Fighting continues between the Sudanese Government and rebel groups such as the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and militias. Another 700,000 people are thought to be internally displaced.

Overall, Sudan has the world's largest population of displaced persons, with some 3 million to 4 million across the vast territory of Africa’s largest country, following two decades on conflict, mainly in the south.

* * * 

Human rights 

26 March – The Geneva-based United Nations Commission on Human Rights today heard reports from experts on the mixed progress achieved by Myanmar and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) over the past year.

Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, called for the country’s authorities to release all those detained since deadly clashes last May, including opposition leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi of the National League for Democracy (NLD). 

He also stressed the need for Myanmar to fulfil a number of fundamental human rights requirements, including lifting all restrictions on freedoms of expression, movement, information, assembly and association. Related “security” legislation must be repealed, he said, calling also for the reopening of the NLD offices.

While recognizing that Myanmar had cooperated with his mandate, Mr. Pinheiro noted that the implementation of his recommendations had been limited. He acknowledged that transitioning from a long military regime to a democratic one would be difficult, but warned that a political transition towards democracy that did not respect human rights risked failure.

Myanmar’s delegate, U Mya Than, said the Rapporteur had highlighted a number of very important positive developments in his presentation, but his treatment of the unfortunate 30 May incident was out of proportion. Had Daw Aung San Suu Kyi acted in good faith and cooperated with the authorities, the incident could have been avoided, the representative said.

Iulia-Antoanella Motoc, the Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in the DRC, hailed the political progress made there over the past year, including the adoption of a transition constitution. But despite these gains, the process still remained fragile, particularly concerning the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of the former fighters into society. Massive human rights violations persisted. She condemned attacks that had been perpetrated against members of the UN Organization Mission in the country (MONUC) and paid tribute to its activities.

The Special Rapporteur also stressed the need to address impunity in the DRC, noting that the process of reconciliation had encountered difficulties with regard to the adoption of a draft law on the establishment of truth and reconciliation commission. That legislation, which had been passed without consulting civil society, did not fulfil the conditions concerning independence, equity and transparency.

The DRC representative, Sebastien Mutomb Mujing, hailed Ms. Motoc’s report as positive and balanced. The country had progressed remarkably in several areas that impacted on the protection of human rights. The transitional government had done all it could with regard to the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of former fighters, and hoped for aid from the international community to speed up the process. The mass violations of human rights noted in the report had taken place mainly in territories where the authority of the State had not yet been totally re-established, he said, blaming them on the presence of uncontrolled armed militias.

* * *

ILO

26 March – The United Nations labour agency has welcomed a new "ground-breaking," report that calls for an "urgent rethink" of globalization to ensure that benefits are to be more fairly distributed.  

During a two-week session in Geneva that ended yesterday, employer, worker and government representatives at the Governing Body of the International Labour Organization (ILO) hailed the report, A Fair Globalization: Creating Opportunities for All, as a balanced and coherent analysis of the social impact of globalization.

The study, presented to the ILO by the World Commission on the Social Dimension of Globalization, calls for increased development assistance and proposes a series of coordinated measures to improve governance and accountability, including fairer rules for international trade, investment, finance and migration.

In addition, it calls for policies to make decent work a global goal, measures to promote core labour standards, and a minimum level of social protection in the global economy. 

“We deliberately brought together a non-like-minded group of eminent people and their report shows that dialogue can be a creative force for urgently needed change," ILO Director-General Juan Somavia said of the Commission co-chaired by President Tarja Halonen of Finland and President Benjamin William Mkapa of Tanzania.

Presenting the report to the ILO’s Working Party on the Social Dimension of Globalization, Mr. Mkapa declared: “The potential of globalization for good or bad is immense. It is a force with many positive aspects that can be harnessed for humanity's collective well-being, but some of its elements have to be tamed for the sake of our common civility and existence.”

All speakers endorsed the recommendation that decent work be a global goal. The Employers' spokesperson highlighted the elements recognizing that globalization’s benefits depend on respect for universally shared values and principles within market economies and democracy. The Workers' spokesperson noted that practically all participants endorsed the Commission's strong emphasis on the importance of Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work to the building of a fair globalization. 

Proposals for increasing development aid received widespread support and many speakers underscored the significance of debt relief and increased aid to overcome inequality both within and among countries.

The Governing Body, which meets three times a year to set ILO policy, is comprised of representatives of governments, employers and workers. 

* * *

Afghanistan

26 March – On the eve of an international conference on the reconstruction of Afghanistan the top United Nations development official has called for sustained global support as the war-shattered country seeks $27.5 billion over the coming seven years. 

“The international community has already been generous in supporting Afghanistan over the past two years,” UN Development Programme (UNDP) Administrator Mark Malloch Brown said in a statement. “Now is the time to build further on the important investment made so far.”

Mr. Malloch Brown, who will co-chair a panel on reconstruction at the international conference in Berlin on 31 March and 1 April, was commenting on a new report titled "Securing Afghanistan's Future," released by the Afghan Government in Kabul this week.

“Afghanistan is among the poorest countries in the world, but we now have a historic opportunity to buttress its growth, and make sure that it reaches its Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),” Mr. Malloch Brown said of the targets set by the UN Millennium Summit for addressing worldwide such ills as poverty and hunger by 2015.

He emphasized that the report’s $27.5 billion goal must be met in order to move forward with reconstruction and avoid regressing into chaos and lawlessness.

The study, authored by the Afghan Government with assistance from the Asian Development Bank, the International Monetary Fund, UNDP and the World Bank, assesses the structure of the country’s economy and concludes that agriculture will continue to play a significant role in its development. It stresses that the profitability of the agricultural sector will depend on investments in roads, water, power and health care.

In another development the governments of Pakistan, Afghanistan and the UN High Commission of Refugees (UNHCR) will meet on Monday in Islamabad for the regular review of the voluntary repatriation of Afghans from Pakistan. Of the 1.1 million Afghans estimated to be in official camps after fleeing to Pakistan in waves over the past quarter century, 400,000 are expected to return during 2004. In addition, there are a substantial but unknown number of Afghans living elsewhere in Pakistan.

About 20,000 have returned since UNHCR resumed assisting repatriation at the beginning of this March – a faster pace than last year.

* * *

Trade talks

26 March – As the World Trade Organization (WTO) holds talks this week in Geneva, a senior United Nations official has urged an end to cotton subsidies that distort the global market at the expense of producers in poor countries.

Writing in The International Herald Tribune, Under-Secretary-General Anwarul K. Chowdhury points out that cotton is one of the world’s most heavily subsidized crops. In the United States, cotton exported at 37 cents a pound in 2002 cost agricultural firms 86 cents to produce, with the difference made up by US taxpayers. The country’s subsidies for cotton amounted to $1.7 billion in 2002.

“These subsidies, placed on cotton by Europe as well as by the US, form a barrier to a number of poor countries trying to work, and trade, their way out of abysmal poverty,” says Mr. Chowdhury, the UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States.

He explains that cotton is a key export for at least 20 LDCs, where generally the population lives on $1 a day or less. “Not only are they competing at home and in the world market with the advanced technology of agro-business in the North, they have to contend with subsidized exports that, from the US in 2002, were being sold at an average of 61 per cent below the cost of production,” he points out.

Mr. Chowdhury also notes that Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad and Mali, which rely heavily on cotton production, are among its lowest-cost producers in the world. Those four countries last year proposed that the European Union and US should embark on a three-year phase-out of cotton subsidies, and set up a transitional mechanism to offset the losses incurred in the meantime.

“Since the breakdown of trade talks in Cancún last September, there has been some attention but too little action directed toward the problems of cotton growers from poor countries,” the High Representative says, calling for the WTO to revisit the proposal. “As WTO Director-General Supachai Panitchpakdi said at the time it was made, these countries are not asking for preferences, but for a correction of trade distortions,” he recalls.

The phase-out of cotton subsidies, he argues, would not only open up economic opportunity in some of the world’s poorest countries, but could also jump start progress in other areas of agricultural trade disputes. “If that happens, the whole world would benefit,” Mr. Chowdhury concludes.

* *** *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon. 

**Iraq
Today at about 9:45 a.m.New York time, the United Nations electoral team, headed by Carina Perelli, arrived in Baghdad.  That team is made up of electoral experts with security support.

**Cyprus
The Secretary-General is leaving New York tonight.  He will arrive in Bürgenstock, Switzerland, tomorrow where the talks involving the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot parties are underway, with the participation also of Greece and Turkey.

The Secretary-General has asked that all concerned be in a position to make final commitments at Bürgenstock.  He will be personally involved in the effort as it draws to an end.

**Rwanda
The Secretary-General this morning said he has written to all the world’s heads of State and Government, asking them to honour the Rwandan Government’s request that the world observe a minute of silence on 7 April, to mark the Rwandan genocide.

That minute of silence would take place at noon, local time, in every time zone, on the tenth anniversary of the beginning of the genocide.  The Secretary-General urged all people, everywhere, to set aside what they are doing at noon that day.  He said, “Let us be united in a way we were not 10 years ago”.

Speaking to a memorial conference on the genocide, organized by Rwanda and Canada, the Secretary-General said he realized after the genocide that he would and should have done more to sound the alarm and rally support.  That painful memory, he added, has influenced much of his thinking as Secretary-General.  We have copies of his remarks upstairs.

**Security Council
The Security Council this morning unanimously approved three resolutions –- respectively, on the two war crimes tribunals, on the Counter-Terrorism Committee and on the UN Mission in Afghanistan.

It called on the tribunals dealing with Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia to review their caseloads as they prepare their completion strategy and to report to the Council by 31 May on their progress in that effort.

That resolution also called on all States to intensify their cooperation to bring indicted persons to the Tribunals.

The second resolution says that the Counter-Terrorism Committee will now be assisted by an Executive Directorate.  It also asked the Secretary-General to name the head of that Directorate within 45 days.

In the third resolution, the Council extended the UN Mission in Afghanistan for 12 months.

The Council then went into consultations on Sierra Leone.  The Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Daudi Mwakawago, briefed Council members on the Secretary-General’s recent report on Sierra Leone.  That report suggests that a residual peacekeeping mission be deployed in that country once the current UN Mission concludes its work at the end of this year.

Council members may also receive a briefing from the Secretariat on the recent developments in Côte d’Ivoire.

**Security Council -- Thursday
The Security Council yesterday failed to adopt a resolution on the Middle East, concerning the assassination of Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, after the United States exercised its veto.  The vote yesterday afternoon was 11 in favour, one against with three abstentions.  The abstentions were by the United Kingdom, Germany and Romania.

**Liberia
The first group of displaced Liberian teachers has gone home under plans to resume basic services and restore normalcy for tens of thousands of returnees in post-conflict Liberia.

According to the UN refugee agency, this morning, the group of 47 teachers –- together with about 100 family members –- boarded trucks in Monrovia and left for Grand Gedeh county, in eastern Liberia. 

They had fled their homes and jobs at a High School there at the height of the conflict last year. 

According to UNHCR representatives in Liberia, the opening of schools by the Government is a symbolic first step towards nationwide, coordinated efforts for return and reintegration.

**Sudanese refugees in Chad
The UN refugee agency is also reporting heightened movement along the Chad-Sudan border. 

Yesterday, UNHCR transferred the largest number of refugees in one day so far, in its operation to relocate tens of thousands of refugees from the volatile Chad-Sudan border to safer locations in the interior of Chad before the start of the rainy season.  Convoys brought 1,336 refugees to five camps throughout the vast border region.

**Global environmental forum
The Global Ministerial Environment Forum will open next Monday in Jeju, in the Republic of Korea.  More than 100 Environment Ministers are expected to gather for two days.  They will discuss problems related to water, sanitation and human settlements, as well as ways to strengthen the UN Environment Programme’s scientific and technical capacities.

Monday’s opening session will include the launching of the 2003 Global Environment Outlook Year Book, which sets out the environmental milestones of the past year.  

This year, the book focuses on the problems associated with the nearly 150 oxygen-starved or “dead zones” in the world’s oceans and seas.

**Rethinking of globalization
Terming it “ground-breaking”, the United Nations labour agency has welcomed a new report that calls for an “urgent rethink” of globalization to ensure that benefits are to be more fairly distributed.

During a two-week session in Geneva that ended yesterday, employer, worker and government representatives at the ILO said the report was a balanced and coherent analysis of the social impact of globalization.

The study, entitled:  “A Fair Globalization:  Creating Opportunities for All” was presented by the World Commission on the Social Dimension of Globalization.  It calls for increased development assistance and measures to improve governance and accountability, including fairer rules for international trade, investment, finance and migration.

**Press conference today
Shortly there will be a press conference in this room at 12:30 p.m. by Ambassador Inocencio Arias of Spain, in his capacity as Chairman of the Security Council’s Counter-Terrorism Committee.  He’ll be here to talk to you about the work of that Committee.

**The week ahead at the United Nations
And we have The Week Ahead for you to help you in your coverage of the UN next week.

Yes, Warren?
Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, can you bring us up to date on the oil-for-food?  Yesterday you said that the Secretary-General hoped that he might have the names of the panel to give to the perm reps of the Security Council.  Has that happened?

Spokesman:  There is a development but we will not have the names of the panelists.  That’s going to take us into next week.  But the Secretary-General has decided to send the terms of reference to the Council by the end of today.  So, a formal letter, as opposed to the draft that was circulated to them earlier this week.  The formal letter will go by the end of today to the Council, laying out the terms of reference.  And then the panelists, once they are identified, will be announced probably sometime next week.

Question:  Is there anything different in the formal from the draft which we all have and some of us wrote about? 

Spokesman:  Members of the Council, meeting informally with the Secretary-General yesterday, had a few minor suggestions to make.  So, I think you might find some minor changes in the text.  Bill?

Question:  Would one of those be the inclusion of the budget?

Spokesman:  I have not seen the letter yet.  I don’t believe that there is a budget estimate.  So, it would be up to the Security Council, once it receives the letter, to react to it and indicate how it would want this effort paid for.  We’re assuming it would be out of the regular budget.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, the Secretary-General is meeting with Ambassador Negroponte; could you please tell us about that meeting?  What is it about?

Spokesman:  I don’t know. I mean, I’d have to look into it. I don’t know who asked for it.  We’ll see what we can find out for you.  Yes?  [He later said that the Secretary-General had requested the meeting, which was one on one.]

Question:  The group that went to Baghdad, can you tell us how long they will be staying there and what is supposed to be done?

Spokesman:  Well, what’s to be done is fairly straightforward:  these are electoral experts, and the Iraqi Governing Council and the Coalition Provisional Authority have asked the United Nations formally to help them plan for the elections that in their letter to us, said would take place before the end of next January.  So, it’s a technical exercise.  How long they will stay, for security reasons, we can’t tell you.  Yes, Abdurrahim?
Question:  Does the Secretary-General have any particular views on whether US forces in Iraq need a new UN resolution for staying beyond 30 June and does he feel the existing resolutions are adequate?

Spokesman:  He does not have a view that I can share with you on that now.  That’s a matter being discussed by the Council.  Bill?

Question:  Has the Secretary-General received any response to the request from the Governing Council for assistance on the oil-for-food investigation or any documents from the Coalition Provisional Authority?

Spokesman:  I did get a call from the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) yesterday, but I need to get official confirmation.  But I believe there was a letter received from the Iraqi Governing Council in response to Dileep Nair’s two letters to them.  I don’t believe it contained any documentation.  But it did respond to his request for cooperation in the investigation that OIOS is doing into possible wrongdoing by UN personnel working for the oil-for-food. 

Question:  Will they be able to provide details of that response shortly? 

Spokesman:  I don’t think OIOS goes into those kinds of details.  But I’ll call them right after the briefing to see if we can get formal confirmation that a letter was received.

Question:  Are they satisfied with the response they got?

Spokesman:  I can’t characterize their response.  I don’t think they want to go public with how they feel about this correspondence. 

Question:   Any follow-up on Côte d’Ivoire after the incident yesterday?  Do you have anything new?

Spokesman:  I have nothing on Côte d’Ivoire for you today.  Is there something specific you’d like me to look into?

Question:  After the incident…(Inaudible)

Spokesman:  I’ll see if we have anything to give you afterwards.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  The electoral team is being accompanied by UN security.  Is the Coalition Authority of the Governing Council or both also providing security on their side to this team?

Spokesman:  They’re providing the primary security.  So, we’re dependent on the CPA and the Governing Council for the security of this team.  On the first visit to Iraq, the security measures taken by the CPA and the Governing Council were more than adequate.  We had their full cooperation; but it’s still dangerous environment, as you know.  Mark?

Question:  Two things.  First on Kosovo, Kofi Annan, -- last week was it? -- asked for a rethink about what was going on in Kosovo.  Is there any progress, at least is there any thinking going on here at the Secretariat level about the nature of the UN mission there and possible changes in its format?  And on Haiti, I think that the DPKO team has probably returned by now.  I was wondering if there was any sense of what the thinking was as what the UN would be recommending for Haiti?
Spokesman:  I think it’s safe to say that given the events in Kosovo –- the riots, the killings, and the destruction –- that a rethink is under way here.  I don’t know if you noticed though that in the mission area, the four pillars of the Kosovo mission met to discuss the impact of these disturbances on the way they do their work.  What they might have concluded, I can’t tell you.  

On Haiti, the assessment team has started coming back but the main part of the team won’t return until over this weekend, and I can’t give you any preview of what they’re going to be drafting in the way of their report.  Yes?

Question:  A point of clarification on the oil-for-food.  The Secretary-General has distributed these terms of reference, is looking for a nod.  Has he received any initial indication and at what point will he consider the nod to have been given?

Spokesman:  What he distributed was a draft and he discussed it with the members yesterday.  And it’s for the members to tell you what their individual positions are.  But there was across-the-board support for the investigation.  The formal conveyance of the terms of reference will take place today, and then we will wait how the Council chooses to respond.  Yes?

Question:  The Israelis maintain that the killing of Sheikh Yassin was in self-defense.  The Israeli Foreign Minister met the Secretary-General.  Was the Secretary-General satisfied that it wasn’t something else?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General’s position on targeted killings has been stated and re-stated and re-stated.  They are not legal.  That’s his position.  It’s true that he feels that Israel has a right to defend itself.  But he would not condone targeted assassinations.  They’re contrary to international law.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, any comment by the Secretariat regarding General Dallaire’s powerful statement this morning?

Spokesman:  No.  I know that General Dallaire was speaking in one of the two panels in today’s programme.  I did not hear what he had to say and therefore I have no reaction.

**Middle East
I have one more item that I was just given on the Middle East.  If I can read it into the record:

The heads of United Nations agencies may have to reduce or terminate some critical humanitarian relief operations in Gaza due to new movement restrictions imposed on UN personnel and humanitarian assistance by the Government of Israel.

We have a statement to be released today in Jerusalem and it will be made available upstairs, with more details concerning the restrictions and the agencies affected. 

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Goh" ��Yonhap News – Goh pledges to help Environmental Protection Industry grow rapidly�


� HYPERLINK  \l "World" ��BBC – World getting ‘literally greener’�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ban" ��Sydney Morning Herald - Pesticide ban put on hold�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Deadzones" ��Channelnew, Asia - Rapid growth of “dead zones” in oceans threatens planet�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sandstorms" ��Terra Daily - Sandstorms, dead zones, brown clouds and dirty water�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Forum" ��The Chosunibo- UN, Global Ministerial Environment Forum Kicks Off on Jeju Island�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conference" ��Korea Times - UNEP Conference to Kick Off in Cheju on Monday�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Desertification" ��The Korea Times - Desertification, Yellow Dust�


� HYPERLINK  \l "MIPTV" ��United Nations Press Release – MIPTV2004�
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