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World's largest soccer-ball producer vows to go green

>    

LAHORE, Pakistan, Nov 26 (AFP) - Sporting goods manufacturers in Pakistan, the world's largest maker

of soccerballs, struck a landmark commitment Friday  to adopt green practices.   The "Lahore-Sialkot declaration on corporate environmental responsibility" was signed by sports  industry leaders in Pakistan's industrial powerhouse city Sialkot, a centre of sports equipment and clothing manufacturing on the Indian border.

Sixty percent of the world's soccerballs are  manufactured in Sialkot. 
The declaration came at the end of a three-day UN-sponsored international conference on using sport

to promote socially responsible practices from HIV-AIDS awareness, to equal pay, to waste minimisation.

The Global Forum for Sports and Environment conference, backed by the United Nations Environment

 Program, was held for the first time in three years outside of Japan in Lahore, Pakistan's cultural capital near the Indian frontier.
Under the declaration, sport-related industries agreed to boost the level of "non-financial reporting" of environmental factors, a reference to company reports listing socially responsible practices.   They pledged to scale back the use of water and energy in the production of sporting goods, and reduce the amount of toxic and chemical waste.    They vowed to boost environmental awareness among company workers, and to get involved in activities

linking sport and the environment.  Sialkot's soccerball industries have won worldwide praise for their near-complete eradication of child labour. They had traditionally relied on children under 14 for tiny hand-stitching of the balls.

Michel Parraudin, president of the World Federation of the Sporting Goods Industry, hailed the "absolute commitment of these companies, which have been very positive in acting on the question of child labour, to go now to the next stage, which is looking at sustainable development."  "They've taken the message of child labour,

> they're busy working not only on eradication of child labour but also the question of proper socialresponsibility," Parraudin told AFP.

  He praised the sports goods manufacturers for "moving forward with industry and building new factories and doing things differently from what they've done in the last 10 years."

  bc/nj

____________________________________________________________________________________________

AFP

Sports firms need to be environment-friendly to stay competitive: UN

   LAHORE, Pakistan, Nov 25 (AFP) - Sports industries must step up their environmental practices to maintain a competitive edge against giants like Nike, an international conference on sport and the environment heard Thursday.

   "If it is not yet a standard part of their non-financial reporting, there are many examples of how organisations and companies are minimising waste and incorporating environmental principles into their activities," the United Nations Environment Program's Eric Falt told the third annual Global Alliance for Sport and the Environment conference.

   "Ski resort operators, mountain biking groups, sports facility architects, parks and recreation departments and major sporting goods manufacturers like Nike, Mizuno and Patagonia are among a growing number of proponents of greater sustainability."

   Pakistan's eastern city Lahore was chosen as the first venue outside Japan for the conference, because of the huge volume of sporting goods and sportswear manufactured and exported by the south Asian state.

   The hand-stitched soccer ball industry, one of Pakistan's biggest exports, based in the eastern industrial powerhouse city of Sialkot, has won accolades worldwide for its eradication of child labour.

   For years it was pilloried for using children under 14 years old for special small stitches used on the balls.

   The International Labour Organisation weighed in and the provincial Punjab government outlawed child labour, industrialists were warned, and business leaders set up a "social safety net" for ex-child labourers, putting more than 10,000 of them through education, technical training and healthcare provision.

   "The manufacturers in Sialkot have done a great job tackling this issue responsibly," Andre Gorgemans, the secretary general of the World Federation of Sporting Goods Industry, told delegates.

   "They've tackled issues, it was not easy for them, but they knew they had to do it to survive. Now they need to be competitive against Nike etc and demonstrate progressive societal standards," Falt told AFP.

   Nike for example runs a "re-use a shoe program", under which old shoes are recycled to create new products like basketballs, tennis courts and athletics tracks.

   Only three reports of the top 50 companies worldwide assess the balance sheet implications of key environmental and social risks, "despite this information being increasingly important to analysts, investors, lenders, insurers and re-insurers," Falt said.

   Sport is being targetted for greener practices, not just because of its corporate reach. Spectators and the maintenance of sporting facilities potentially produce massive pollution.

   The average spectator generates two kilograms of food and beverage waste, according to estimates cited by UNEP.

   bc/dk/th
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AFP

Pakistan-sport-environment

   Sports companies out of competition without environment practices:UN

   LAHORE, Pakistan, Nov 25 (AFP) - Sports industries must step up their "non-financial reporting" of environmental practices to maintain a competitive edge against giants like Nike, an international conference on sport and the environment heard here Thursday.

   "If it is not yet a standard part of their non-financial reporting, there are many examples of how organisations and companies are minimising waste and incorporating environmental principles into their activities," the United Nations Environment Program's Eric Falt told the third annual Global Alliance for Sport and the Environment conference.

   "Ski resort operators, mountain biking groups, sports facility architects, parks and recreation departments and major sporting goods manufacturers like Nike, Mizuno and Patagonia are among a growing number of proponents of greater sustainability."

   Pakistan's eastern city Lahore was chosen as the first venue outside Japan for the conference, because of the huge volume of sporting goods and sportswear manufactured and exported by the south Asian state.

   The hand-stitched soccerball industry, one of Pakistan's biggest exports, based in eastern industrial powerhouse city Sialkot, has won accolades worldwide for its eradication of child labour.

   For years it was pilloried for using children under 14 years for special small stitches used on soccerballs.

   The International Labour Organisation weighed in, and local captains of industry took note. The provincial Punjab government outlawed child labour, industrialists were warned, and Sialkot business leaders set up a "social safety net" for ex-child labourers, putting more than 10,000 of them through education, technical training and healthcare provision.

   "The manufacturers in Sialkot have done a great job tackling this issue responsibly," Andre Gorgemans, the secretary general of the World Federation of Sporting Goods Industry, told delegates.

   "They've tackled issues, it was not easy for them, but they knew they had to do it to survive. Now they need to be competitive against Nike etc and demonstrate progressive societal standards," Falt told AFP.

   Nike for example runs a "re-use a shoe program", under which old shoes are recycled to create new products like basketballs, tennis courts and athletics tracks.

   Only three reports of the top 50 companies worldwide assess the balance sheet implications of key environmental and social risks, "despite this information being increasingly important to analysts, investors, lenders, insurers and re-insurers," Falt said.

   Sport is being targetted for greener practices, not just because of its corporate reach. Spectators and the maintenance of sporting facilities potentially produce massive pollution.

   "Swimming pools use chlorine gas to treat the water, while the changing rooms are mopped down with bleach. A typical baseball or football game in the United States contributes singlehandedly up to 50,000 polystyrene cups to local landfills," Falt said. 

   The average spectator generates two kilograms of food and beverage waste, according to estimates cited by UNEP.

   The result is counter-productive, warned Tatsuo Okada, executive director of the Global Sports Alliance.

   "If we keep polluting the air, we cannot enjoy sport," Okada said.

   bc
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123 Bharath News

Most of soccer ball production to follow envirnment standards :

 Sports India > United Nations, Nov 27 : Most of the world's soccer ball production will go "green" under the terms of a declaration adopted unanimously this week at a United Nations-sponsored forum on environmental responsibility in the sports industry.

At the Third Global Forum for Sports and Environment organized by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Global Sports Alliance (GSA) in Pakistan, leaders of the Sialkot sporting goods industry, which produces 60 per cent of the soccer balls used around the world, endorsed the declaration calling for environmental concerns to be taken fully into account.

The leaders pledged to reduce and improve the use of water and energy during production, introduce cleaner technology, reduce the amount of toxic and chemical waste and other pollutants in production facilities and raise environmental awareness and action among company workers.

"Leaders have courageously tackled the issue of child labour in recent years and have committed to continue to improve working and environmental standards in line with the UN Global Compact initiated by Secretary-General Kofi Annan," UNEP said in a statement, referring to the UN chief's initiative to promote better business practices in human rights, labour, the environment and the fight against corruption. PTI

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Pakistan News Service

Sports Firms Need To Be Environment-Friendly

Updated on 2004-11-27 07:24:30 

	

	


LAHORE, Pakistan : Nov 27 (SADA) - Sports industries must step up their environmental practices to maintain a competitive edge against giants like Nike, an international conference on sport and the environment heard Thursday. 
"If it is not yet a standard part of their non-financial reporting, there are many examples of how organisations and companies are minimising waste and incorporating environmental principles into their activities," the United Nations Environment Program's Eric Falt told the third annual Global Alliance for Sport and the Environment conference. 

"Ski resort operators, mountain biking groups, sports facility architects, parks and recreation departments and major sporting goods manufacturers like Nike, Mizuno and Patagonia are among a growing number of proponents of greater sustainability." 

Lahore was chosen as the first venue outside Japan for the conference, because of the huge volume of sporting goods and sportswear manufactured and exported by the south Asian state. 

The hand-stitched soccer ball industry, one of Pakistan's biggest exports, based in the eastern industrial powerhouse city of Sialkot, has won accolades worldwide for its eradication of child labour. 

For years it was pilloried for using children under 14 years old for special small stitches used on the balls. The International Labour Organisation weighed in and Punjab government outlawed child labour, industrialists were warned, and business leaders set up a "social safety net" for ex-child labourers, putting more than 10,000 of them through education, technical training and healthcare provision. 

"The manufacturers in Sialkot have done a great job tackling this issue responsibly," Andre Gorgemans, the secretary general of the World Federation of Sporting Goods Industry, told delegates. 

"They've tackled issues, it was not easy for them, but they knew they had to do it to survive. Now they need to be competitive against Nike etc and demonstrate progressive societal standards," Falt told reporters. Nike for example runs a "re-use a shoe program", under which old shoes are recycled to create new products like basketballs, tennis courts and athletics tracks. 

Only three reports of the top 50 companies worldwide assess the balance sheet implications of key environmental and social risks, "despite this information being increasingly important to analysts, investors, lenders, insurers and re-insurers," Falt said. 

Sport is being targetted for greener practices, not just because of its corporate reach. Spectators and the maintenance of sporting facilities potentially produce massive pollution. The average spectator generates two kilograms of food and beverage waste, according to estimates cited by UNEP. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________Pakistan News Service

Most of soccer ball production to follow envirnment standards :

United Nations, Nov 27 : Most of the world's soccer ball production will go "green" under the terms of a declaration adopted unanimously this week at a United Nations-sponsored forum on environmental responsibility in the sports industry.

At the Third Global Forum for Sports and Environment organized by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Global Sports Alliance (GSA) in Pakistan, leaders of the Sialkot sporting goods industry, which produces 60 per cent of the soccer balls used around the world, endorsed the declaration calling for environmental concerns to be taken fully into account.

The leaders pledged to reduce and improve the use of water and energy during production, introduce cleaner technology, reduce the amount of toxic and chemical waste and other pollutants in production facilities and raise environmental awareness and action among company workers.

"Leaders have courageously tackled the issue of child labour in recent years and have committed to continue to improve working and environmental standards in line with the UN Global Compact initiated by Secretary-General Kofi Annan," UNEP said in a statement, referring to the UN chief's initiative to promote better business practices in human rights, labour, the environment and the fight against corruption. PTI

____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre

Soccer ball production goes ‘green’ at UN environmental forum
	

	


26 November 2004 – Most of the world’s soccer ball production will go ‘green’ under the terms of a declaration adopted unanimously this week at a United Nations-sponsored forum on environmental responsibility in the sports industry. 

At the Third Global Forum for Sports and Environment organized by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Global Sports Alliance (GSA) in Lahore and Sialkot, Pakistan, leaders of the Sialkot sporting goods industry, which produces 60 per cent of the soccer balls used around the world, endorsed the declaration calling for environmental concerns to be taken fully into account. 

The leaders pledged to reduce and improve the use of water and energy during production, introduce cleaner technology, reduce the amount of toxic and chemical waste and other pollutants in production facilities and raise environmental awareness and action among company workers. 

“Leaders have courageously tackled the issue of child labour in recent years and have committed to continue to improve working and environmental standards in line with the UN Global Compact initiated by Secretary-General Kofi Annan,” UNEP said in a statement, referring to the UN chief’s initiative to promote better business practices in human rights, labour, the environment and the fight against corruption. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Terra Daily

World bickers over use of ozone-harming methyl bromide after 2005

PRAGUE (AFP) Nov 26, 2004
The international community on Friday postponed decisions on the future use of methyl bromide, a chemical harmful to the ozone layer, representatives from the United Nations' Environment Programmesaid in Prague.

After five days of discussions in the Czech capital, discord persisted on the volume of exemptions for the pesticide which could be agreed in 2006, the programme's executive director Klaus Toepfer said.

"We don't have a solution at this very moment," Toepfer told journalists Friday afternoon.

But delegates said it was likely that the international community would next June take a decision on exemptions at a special reunion which would probably be held in Montreal.

Developed countries were due to stop using methyl bromide at the end of 2004 under the terms of the Montreal Protocol, an international accord agreed in 1987 to eliminate substances believed to have caused the hole in the ozone layer that protects the earth from harmful solar radiation.

But 11 countries, led by the United States, obtained an exemption in March totalling 13,348 tonnes, mainly for fumigating perishable products such as tomatoes and strawberries.

During the meeting of Montreal Protocol signatories, which was held all week, delegates did reach a consensus to increase the volume of exemptions for 2005 by around 3,000 tonnes more.

"2005 was resolved," said Toepfer.

For 2006 the exempt countries asked to be allowed to use a total of 15,300 tonnes while UNEP scientific experts advocated limiting the volume of exemptions to 11,740 tonnes.

The countries which asked for the exemption explained that replacing the pesticide, which is harmful to human health as well as to the ozone layer, is expensive and takes time.

Toepfer, who had consistently advocated sending a powerful signal to producers and users that methyl bromide had no future, refused to comment on the standoff in Prague.

Instead he only underlined the meeting's positive aspects. He particularly affirmed that the signatory countries reached agreement on a global study on the use of methyl bromide for the disinfection of wooden pallets before they are shipped from one continent to another.

"Up until now we don't have any reliable figure," he said.

According to UNEP estimates, use of methyl bromide for wood packaging could be at least 17,000 tonnes in 2004 compared to 11,000 tonnes in 2002.

Experts said the figures were probably an underestimate.

Under current international requirements, exporters must carry out pest control of wood packaging to prevent insects crossing from one part of the world to another.

Toepfer also said that all countries still favoured the eventual ban on methyl bromide.

"The question is now to know how quickly it will be phased out," he said.

He also repeated that the Montreal Protocol was "without any doubt a success story".

Consumption of chlorofluorocarbons, considered the most toxic substance for the ozone layer, had fallen from one million tonnes in 1986 to 100,000 tonnes in 2002, he said.

This consumption was practically now only by developing countries which had until 2010 to find ways of replacing it. These countries have until 2015 to ban methyl bromide.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Source : Science and Technology News ExpressNewsline.com

Rich States' Demands Threaten Environment Treaty

Publish Date : 11/27/2004 5:51:00 PM   

Demands by the United States and other wealthy nations to delay the phasing out of a pesticide that depletes the ozone layer threaten to unravel a key global environmental treaty, experts said on Thursday.

  Experts and officials attending a United Nations sponsored meeting on substances that deplete the ozone layer said the Montreal Protocol is at risk because of differences over quotas on the use of methyl bromide, used mainly in fumigating soil.

Under the treaty, signed in 1987 and hailed as one of the most effective environmental treaties ever, the use of methyl bromide was to be phased out in developing nations by 2005.

But the United States, the world's largest user of the chemical, is asking this week's meeting in Prague to allow it "critical use exemptions," a move derided by experts as a step backward in the treaty.

"Sadly, the U.S. government is taking a series of domestic actions that threaten to place the country in non-compliance with the Montreal Protocol," said David Donegir, a former U.S. negotiator on ozone depleting substances during the Clinton administration.

"The U.S. is not alone ... Other countries are also seeking overly large exemptions. But the U.S. exemptions and non-complying domestic actions stand out," Donegir, now policy director at the NRDC Climate center, added.

Methyl bromide is considered an extremely effective pesticide and is used on crops as varied as cut flowers, strawberries and tomatoes.

But it also depletes the ozone, and is partially to blame for a hole that has appeared in the layer which protects the earth from harmful amounts of ultra violet radiation from the sun. Damage to the ozone layer results in increased rates of skin cancer and eye cataracts.

Analysts at the meeting say the hole in the ozone layer shrank by 20 percent last year and could be repaired by 2050 if targets are met.

AGRICULTURE LOBBY

Under pressure from the agriculture lobby, the U.S. is looking for an exemption to use nearly 9,000 metric tonnes of the chemical -- more than the country used in 2003 -- in both 2005 and 2006.

Claudia McMurray, the chief negotiator for the U.S. at the Prague meeting told Reuters she hopes a deal can be reached, with progress already made on the 2005 quota though a large gap exists on the 2006 quota.

"We are in full compliance with the Protocol. We are making use of a provision that was put in place for the very reason we are using it," she said.

"We've got to a point where there are no technically and economically feasible alternatives available and seven, eight years ago all the parties agreed that in that case, there should be an exception. That's what we are making use of."

The move has angered developing nations who are battling to phase out use of the chemical by 2015 despite having far fewer resources at hand than countries such as the U.S..

Officials fear that if the U.S. is allowed to slide on its commitments, others will follow suit.

"Maintaining the integrity of the Protocol is paramount. Otherwise, the world community is left with only a partial success toward a declining level of this ozone depleting substance," said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).

  "This could have consequences beyond the ozone layer, including all our goals and plans for sustainable development."
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Indian Express

Green project to preserve ozone

Express News Service

Chandigarh, November 27: THE depletion of the ozone layer has been a matter of serious concern for policy-makers and environmentally-aware citizens throughout the world.

According to Cecilia Mercado, programme officer, United Nations Environment Project (UNEP), Bangkok, under the Montreal Protocol, India is bound to reduce its consumption level of Chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) from the baseline level consumption level to 50 per cent by 2005. The country has to phase out CFC gases and use non-CFCs for domestic refrigeration in 2010.

A multilateral project is being started to help achieve the target. The National CFC Consumption Phase-out Plan (NCCoPP) is organising a project financially supported by the multilateral fund of the Montreal Protocol through bilateral assistance from the governments of Switzerland and Germany. The project is being implemented by the ozone cell of Union Ministry of Environment and Forests.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Boston Globe

Protecting a poison

November 29, 2004

THE MONTREAL Protocol to protect the ozone layer is the most successful international environmental treaty in history. But last week the Bush administration worked to undercut it by insisting on exemptions for US users of a pesticide that is harmful both to the ozone layer -- which protects the earth from ultraviolet radiation, a cause of skin cancer -- and to the farm workers who apply it.

ADVERTISEMENT

The pesticide is methyl bromide, which is used as a fumigant to sterilize soil or to protect stored food. Now that the main culprit in ozone destruction, chlorofluorocarbons, have been largely eliminated thanks to the 1987 protocol, methyl bromide is the principal threat to the ozone layer. It has also been linked to prostate cancer in the farm workers who handle it.

Since the signing of the treaty by the United States during the Reagan administration, methyl bromide use worldwide has been reduced to 30 percent of its 1991 level. The treaty called for its total elimination by Jan. 1, 2005, except for certain limited uses that treaty signers could agree are "critical."

But growers of strawberries, tomatoes, and other crops pushed the Bush administration and other governments to seek exemptions during talks in Prague last week. The United States, the world's biggest user of methyl bromide, won permission last year to produce the pesticide at 35 percent of the country's 1991 level. Last week the protocol's technical committee agreed to increase that to 37 percent in 2005 but called for a provisional reduction to 27 percent in 2006.

Exemptions for less-than-critical uses of methyl bromide punish conscientious growers in the United States and abroad who use alternative methods that sometimes add to the cost of production. David Doniger of the Natural Resources Defense Council says one alternative is to cover soil with black plastic, which traps solar heat to kill soil organisms.

Methyl bromide is often used to fumigate wood packing crates, killing invasive pests in the wood. But there are chemical alternatives to that use, and heat treatment of the wood can achieve the same effect. Plastic packing has also been used to replace wood.

"Dramatic progress has been achieved over the past 15 years in eliminating CFCs and other ozone-destroying chemicals," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, earlier this year. "But the task remains unfinished, as demonstrated by delays in phasing out methyl bromide more completely."

Instead of seeking an end run around the treaty, the Bush administration should work harder with US growers to explore, test, and apply alternatives to methyl bromide. At a time when the United States is being criticized internationally for opposing treaties to curb global warming, land mines, and international crimes, it should at least be a leader, not a foot-dragger, on the ozone accord.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Currents (US)
November 29, 2004

UCSC scientist endorses nitrogen management efforts

By Jennifer McNulty

As a soil scientist at UCSC, Marc Los Huertos helps farmers on the Central Coast manage nitrogen levels to maximize harvests and minimize pollution.

Los Huertos is also part of a growing global effort to address the problem of farm-generated nitrogen pollution. Just back from the Third International Nitrogen Conference in Nanjing, China, Los Huertos has a sobering message for farmers:

“China is ramping up agricultural production, and strong international environmental regulations could be what saves U.S. farming from a formidable competitor,” said Los Huertos, who manages research for UCSC’s Center for Agroecology & Sustainable Food Systems (CASFS).

“I saw hundreds of miles of greenhouses,” Los Huertos said of a three-week tour of the Chinese countryside that followed the Nanjing conference. “Their fertility is terribly managed, but it’s cheap. If they can figure out how to get their produce here fast enough, the Chinese could outcompete U.S. farmers in no time at all.”

Convinced that U.S. farmers have a huge stake in regulations that would force global competitors to clean up their act, too, Los Huertos is eager to increase public understanding of agriculture-related nitrogen pollution.

“My job is to prepare farmers for policies that might affect them, whether at the state, federal, or international level, so I went to China to get a sense of the international movement,” said Los Huertos.

Nitrogen accumulation reduces biodiversity, acidifies soil and water, degrades coastal environments, reduces forest productivity, contributes to the greenhouse effect, and depletes the ozone. “Reactive nitrogen is so high in the developed world that we’re polluting ourselves out of clean air, drinking water, and biodiversity,” he said.

Although essential to life, nitrogen must be converted from a gas to a reactive form to be usable by most organisms, including plants. The accumulation of reactive nitrogen in the environment is largely a result of the conversion of enormous quantities of nitrogen into fertilizers that are used in the production of food and fiber. Reactive nitrogen is also a by-product of fossil fuel combustion for transportation and energy production.

A significant portion of nitrogen in fertilizer is never taken up by plants and instead runs off, contributing to the “cascade” of atmospheric and aquatic nitrogen accumulating in many regions of the world--even as most of Africa and parts of South America and Asia suffer from a deficiency of reactive nitrogen in the soil.

In Nanjing, about 800 conference participants approved the “Nanjing Declaration on Nitrogen Management,” which urges the United Nations Environment Program to promote understanding of the nitrogen cycle, assess consequences of its disturbance, provide policy advice and early-warning information, and promote international cooperation.

With CASFS Director Carol Shennan, a professor of environmental studies at UCSC, Los Huertos monitors nitrogen in several important waterways along the Central Coast, including the Pajaro River and around the Elkhorn Slough, one of the largest remaining tidal wetlands in California. Nitrogen levels in Central Coast agricultural watersheds have steadily increased since the 1950s, when levels of <1 ppm were typical, according to state records compiled by Los Huertos. Today, Los Huertos regularly documents levels of 10 ppm in May and 20 ppm in the fall in the Pajaro River. Drinking water standards allow for a maximum of 10 ppm.

Unlike some coastal areas where fertilizer runoff has wiped out marine life, Monterey Bay circulates the ocean water and flushes nutrients through the ecosystem. This mixing and upwelling makes it difficult for scientists to assess how nitrogen runoff affects the bay, but it certainly has a role in the freshwater streams, according to Los Huertos.

“We know we have excess nitrogen on the Central Coast, and farmers and the state and federal government are struggling with finding ways to control polluted runoff,” said Los Huertos.

In other coastal areas, runoff from nitrate-based fertilizers has had devastating consequences. In the Gulf of Mexico, a 5,000-square-mile area from the mouth of the Mississippi River almost to the Texas border is overrun with nitrates each summer, triggering an algae bloom that severely reduces oxygen levels until late September.

Researchers, including Los Huertos, have been working with government regulators to address the problem. The debate centers on whether to take a “carrot or stick” approach, observed Los Huertos.

California is considering a permit-like approach that would encourage farmers to take “short courses” to learn about nitrogen pollution, to adopt a water-quality protection plan, or to monitor their farm’s discharge--or pay someone else to monitor it.

Los Huertos described two intriguing programs he learned about at the Nanjing conference. A program run by American Farmland Trust in the corn belt rewards farmers who reduce their use of fertilizer by allowing them to bank the financial savings with a guarantee that if their yields drop, they’ll get their money back. No one has made a withdrawal, noted Los Huertos.

“Farmers are afraid to cut back on fertilizer because they’re afraid their harvests will drop, but some of what they apply ends up in our waterways,” he said. “This program gives farmers a low-risk incentive to cut back, and they’re seeing that it’s OK. They realize excess fertilizer hasn’t benefited their crops. They might as well have been pouring that money down the drain.”

A more punitive program run by the Nebraska Resource Conservation District fines farmers who overfertilize and contaminate wells to the point that the water becomes undrinkable.

“Farming is a ruthless business, and you have to be smart to make it,” noted Los Huertos. “Margins are tight, and the risks are high, but the most successful growers are innovators. We have to find ways to ease the transition for growers who have become accustomed to using fertilizer in excess of crop needs. And we need to find ways to reduce the amount of nitrate that reaches sensitive habitats and sources of drinking water.”
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

South Asia Stares at Looming Water Crisis

INDIA: November 29, 2004

NEW DELHI - It's been 10 years since farmer Bhairu Singh saw water in the well on his rocky patch of land in western India.

Experts say things aren't going to get any better for Singh and millions of farmers in South Asia who have been grappling with crippling droughts in some areas and devastating floods in others for some years now.

The reason? Global warming caused by increasing greenhouse gas emissions from burning of fossil fuels.

According to UN estimates, about 2.3 billion people in about 50 nations will be saddled with severe water shortages by 2020 because of global warming.

For Singh, headman of Batheda Kala village in the desert state of Rajasthan, finding water is a daily struggle.

"We've been facing a drought for years. Our wells have dried up, our crops have withered away and our cattle, too, have died over time," he said.

"Even though it rained a bit this year, it wasn't enough to make up for all those years," he added.

The growing water crisis will only be aggravated by the melting of mountain glaciers across the world, which experts say can account for as much as 95 percent of water in river networks.

According to some estimates, the Himalayan glaciers -- which are the lifeblood of fresh water for many South Asian rivers such as the Ganga and Brahmaputra on which millions depend -- have already receded considerably in the past decade.

"Himalayan glaciers are shrinking because of climate change. This may result in acute water shortage not only in Nepal but in India and Bangladesh during the dry season and may cause flooding in the wet season," Arun Bhakta Shrestha, a hydrologist for the Nepal government, told Reuters.

"Another important consequence of global warming is on glacier lakes. The glacier lakes may burst their banks due to climate change and cause floods downstream."

According to a report by the United Nations Environment Programme, global warming would cause more than 40 Himalayan glacial lakes to burst in the next few years, causing floods and killing thousands of people.

What's worse, with world temperatures expected to increase by between 1.4 and 5.8 degrees Celsius by 2100 and sea levels to rise between 9 and 88 cm, small islands such as the Maldives and many in the Caribbean and South Pacific are in danger of drowning.

"The biggest dangers of climate change are the adverse impacts on agriculture, particularly for farmers dependent on rain-fed agriculture," Rajendra Pachauri, chairman of the United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) said.

"In addition, the rapid melting of the glaciers and rise in sea level would also have harmful effects. Receding glaciers imply lower flows of water in our northern rivers. Sea level rise would make cyclones and storm surges more dangerous even before coastal areas get fully inundated."

DROUGHT AND FLOODS

Already, the impact of climate change is evident in the soaring summer temperatures in South Asia, which go up to 50 degrees Celsius (122 degrees Fahrenheit), and the erratic nature of the monsoon, one of the world's most widely watched phenomena.

Add to this growing populations and greater demand from agriculture, cities and industry, and the result is a rapid fall in water availability.

The per capita availability of water in India has fallen to 1,869 cubic metres from 4,000 cubic metres two decades ago. Experts say it could dip to below 1,000 in 20 years.

During the summer, thousands of people in India's villages trek for miles in search of water and even in cities water is a precious commodity, sometimes leading to street fights.

"Rainfall patterns could change as a result of climate change affecting the established pattern of the monsoon," said Pachauri.

"We could have excessive and frequent flooding as well as droughts more or less in the same locations. All of this would affect agriculture adversely and threaten food security in the region."

Some water experts say excessive tapping of ground water has aggravated the shortage.

"Floods and droughts have been there for hundreds of years," Sumita Dasguta, a water expert from the Delhi-based Centre for Science and Environment, told Reuters.

"But the impact has become more devastating because water is being used more indiscriminately and intensely."

Story by Sugita Katyal

____________________________________________________________________________________________

TERRA.WIRE

Conflicts continue over the use of methyl bromide after 2005

PRAGUE (AFP) Nov 26, 2004

The international community on Friday postponed decisions on the future use of methyl bromide, a chemical harmful to the ozone layer, representatives from the United Nations' environmental programme said in Prague.

After five days of discussions in the Czech capital, discord persisted on the volume of exemptions which could be agreed in 2006, the programme's executive director Klaus Toepfer said.

"We don't have a solution at this very moment," Toepfer told journalists Friday afternoon.

But, according to delegates, it was likely that the international community would next June take a decision on exemptions at a special reunion which would probably be held in Montreal.

Developed countries were due to stop using methyl bromide at the end of 2004 under the terms of the Montreal Protocol, an international accord agreed in 1987 to eliminate substances believed to have caused the hole in the ozone layer.

But 11 countries, led by the United States, obtained an exemption in March totalling 13,348 tonnes, mainly for fumigating fragile products such as tomatoes and strawberries.

During the meeting of Montreal Protocol signatories, which was held all week, delegates did reach a consensus to increase the volume of exemptions for 2005 by around 3,000 tonnes more.

"2005 was resolved," said Toepfer.

In 2006 the exempt countries asked to be allowed to use a total of 15,300 tonnes while UN scientific experts advocated limiting the volume of exemptions to 11,740 tonnes.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Associated Press Worldstream 
November 26, 2004 Friday

HEADLINE: Conference on protection of Ozone layer ends

DATELINE: PRAGUE, Czech Republic

BODY:

Environmental experts and political leaders on Friday wrapped up five days of talks on how to limit the use of substances damaging the ozone layer.

The U.N.-sponsored conference known as the Montreal Protocol aims to phase out the use of chemicals that destroy the ozone layer, which prevents ultraviolet light from reaching the Earth and harming living things. Methyl bromide is one of the last of the major chemicals to be phased out.

"The protocol is a success story without any doubt," Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, told reporters on the last day of the conference.

He praised developing countries for being "very much on board" in their attempts to reduce the amount of ozone-depleting substances, using a U.N. multilateral fund worth some US$2 billion ([euro]2.64 billion).

While the chlorofluorocarbons, or CFCs, used in refrigeration were virtually eliminated already, methyl bromide was still a problem, Toepfer said. The substance is used in agricultural pesticides.

"Nobody questions the need to phase out methyl bromide," Toepfer said. But he indicated there was disagreement on the pace of the elimination.

Some 16 developed countries, including the United States, reportedly asked for exemptions for the methyl bromide ban scheduled for Jan. 1, 2005.

With hours remaining on the fifth day of the conference on Friday, experts still had not not agreed on how big these exemptions would be. The figures considered for the United States in 2005 and 2006 were around 37 percent of the baseline set in 1991 or some 10,000 metric tons, participants said.

Topefer said the issue of illegal trade, with ozone-depleting substances worth billions of dollars (euros).
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Czech News Agency 
November 27, 2004

Headline: Countries Agree On Compromise In Use Of Methyl Bromide
BODY:

PRAGUE, Nov 27 (CTK) - A compromise agreement on countries' way of using methyl bromide to treat fruits and vegetables was struck at the close of the Prague conference of the signatory countries of the Montreal Protocol on ozone layer protection last night.

The participants agreed on their countries dropping their maximum demands and using less methyl bromide in 2005 than they originally planned.

Methyl bromide damages the ozone layer sixty times more quickly than the banned freons.

Jiri Hlavacek, vice-president of the Vienna convention on the ozone layer protection for Eastern Europe and the Czech Environment Ministry's strategies department head, told CTK that the European Union would be able to use almost 4,400 tonnes of methyl bromide next year instead of the requested 5,000.

The USA demanded almost 10,000 tonnes, but finally it pledged to use slightly over 8,000.

"The volume's use has been determined very accurately, including the decision to what firms and for what purposes (the substance will go)," Hlavacek said.

He said that the participants had unfortunately failed to agree on methyl bromide limits for 2006. They have been preliminarily set, but the final decision will be made next June, he said.

The preliminary limits allow the USA and the EU to use almost 7,000 and more than 3,000 tonnes of the substance in 2006.

The world's annual consumption of methyl bromide has declined from 64,000 tonnes in 1991 to about 26,000 tonnes now.

Apart from protecting crops, methyl bromide is also used as a solvent and disinfector.

The participants in the Prague conference have agreed to carry out a worldwide check of the substance's use as disinfector in order to exclude the suspicion that they do not address but a single field of its use.

The Czech representatives at the conference proposed to pass a Prague Declaration, or a call on countries to secure effective coaction between all international agreements concerning the environment and chemical substances.

The declaration has been joined by 60 countries for the time being.

Since 1986, when the world started to curb freons, the production of the ozone-unfriendly substances has dropped from 1.2 million tonnes to 140,000 tonnes.

The Prague conference involved about 700 delegates from almost 190 Montreal Protocol signatory countries, including several dozens of environment ministers and the U.N. deputy general secretary and executive director for the environment (UNEP) Klaus Toepfer.

The signatory countries pledged in the Montreal Protocol of 1987 to reduce the emissions of chemical substances unfriendly to the ozone layer.

The Czech Republic joined the protocol in 1994.
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Financial Express 

November 28, 2004

Headline: Centre Plans To Set Up Fisheries Development Board

BODY:

Continuance of poaching in country's marine waters, particularly in the territorial waters of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands, has invited the government's concern. It has decided to set up a Fisheries Development Board. The Board will not only address the concerns relating to poaching and over-exploitation of marine resources, but also ensure overall development of the sector, particularly the inland fisheries, said the Union agriculture minister Sharad Pawar. A senior official of the agriculture ministry told FE: "We are aware of the incidence of poaching by trawlers from Myanmar and Thailand. We have informed the Union home ministry to keep the coast guards on the alert." The issue poaching in Andaman water also came up for a discussion in a recent seminar on conservation of biodiversity in Andaman & Nicobar Islands on Delhi on November 25, jointly organised by the the Port Blair-based Island Development & Training Institute and the Delhi-based Indian Institute of Public Administration. The A&N Islands' Lt Governor, Ram Kapse said: "There has been cases of poaching. We have caught some tresspasers and have taken action. This is a matter of concern." Mr Kapse said that as marine resources in most of the oceans and seas are already depleted, there is a general tendency of foreign fishing trawlers to fish in Indian water where there is an abundance of marine resources. Speaking at the seminar, Dr Sarang Kulkarni of the Mumbai-based Reef Watch also expressed concern over continual poaching in Indian waters. Dr Kulkarni, however, said that there was no significant depletion of coral reef in general. Comparatively Prof S Ramachandran of the Institute of Ocean Management in the Anna University cited certain cases where the depletion of coral reef resources have been noticed. He attributed the cause of depletion of coral reef resources to global warming. What has added to the government's concern are the recent reports of the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). The FAO report presented to the Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission has called for an improved management of marine resources in the region. It has expressed concern over the over-exploitation of marine resources leading to its fast depletion. The Asia-Pacific region is the world's largest producer of fish. The region accounts for 91% of aquaculture and 48% for captive fisheries in the world. The FAO cited a study by the World Fish Centre which said that over the last 25 years the fish available in the region has declined to in the range of 6% to 33% of their original abundance. In few instances, the decline was as steep as 40% over the last five years. "Demand is fast outstripping supply and prices are expected to rise, resulting in greater incentives to target these fish and aggravate the over-fishing problem in the area," The FAO report expressed concern. The UNEP's first ever Global Environment Outlook Year Book has identified over 150 oxygen-starved of 'dead zones' across world's oceans and seas. These 'dead zones' are due to presence of excess nitrogen fertilisers, vehicle and factory emissions and wastes in ocean water. the number of 'dead zones' are on rise since 1970s. The environmentalists in Europe have also become alert in preserving marine resources. Oceana Europe has succeeded in convincing the Spanish government to stop US and other navies from using sonar equipment in the Canary Islands where over 80% cetaceans, mostly beaked whales have been stranded during military exercises over last 20 years.
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General Environment News

FAO issues locust alert to countries in Africa, Middle East
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Food and Agriculture organization (FAO) has alerted several countries in the Middle East and Africa of the possibility of an invasion by desert locust swarms, currently ravaging northern Egypt. The United Nations food agency urged Israel, the West Bank and Gaza, Saudi Arabia and Sudan earlier this week to" look out for any locust swarms and undertake control operations as early as possible". "It is possible that a small number of locust swarms could arrive in these countries," said Mahmoud Solh, FAO's Director of Plant Production and Protection Division in a press statement obtained here. He however, assured that the countries should not expect successive waves of swarms like the recent case in West African and Maghreb countries. Locust swarms originally came from the Sahel summer breeding areas and moved into Libya from the southwest. They invaded northern Egypt earlier this month and also dramatically appeared in Cairo. Swarms have now moved further east towards northern Sinai along the Mediterranean coast, some 100 km west of Gaza, the Gulf of Suez and the Red Sea. Although desert locust control operations are under way in Egypt, there is a risk that some of the swarms could attack crops. Mr. Solh added that the FAO was "closely monitoring" the situation to see if swarms will move south along the Red Sea to their traditional winter breeding areas along the coastal plains of southern Egypt, Sudan and Saudi Arabia.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064103&dte=26/11/2004
Environmentalists warn of further degrading Kenyan lakes
Nakuru, Kenya (PANA) - A group of Kenyan environmentalists Sunday warned that lakes in the Rift Valley were threatened with extinction within the next two decades due to industrial pollution, commercial activities and unplanned settlements. An ecologist, Sammy Ngure and Botanist Simon Muraimu expressed concern that water levels were receding in a majority of the lake due to deforestation in water catchments areas, increased silting caused by soil erosion and drying up of feeder streams and rivers. Ngure singled out Lakes Naivasha, Nakuru and Elementaita, home to thousands of Flamingoes and other water birds, as water bodies that contained high levels of chemical pollutants traced from agro-Chemicals and industrial effluent. Said the Ecologist "Samples of water taken from Lakes Nakuru, Naivasha and Elementaita for analysis have revealed that they have traces of Zinc, Mercury, Copper, Selenium, and Iron in unacceptable quantities that have served to enhance toxicity to the detriment of flora and fauna", remarked the ecologist. "The situation has in the past caused deaths and migrations of flamingoes and other bird life particularly in Lake Nakuru", he added. Ngure made the revelation while speaking to students, businessmen and residents of Gilgil Township on the shores of Lake Elementaita during a clean up exercise in the town and  the lake shores organized by the Lions Club of Kenya. He also challenged parliamentarians to work closely with the National Environmental Authority (NEMA) and formulate statutes that will check increased pollution by plastic bags in the country's urban centers.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064321&dte=28/11/2004
Kenyan urban dwellers face teething water woes
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Most of Kenyans, especially urban dwellers, have faced a chronic shortage of water and other water related crises, never dreaming of a day they would have full time supply of the basic need According to data available supplied by the ministry of water and the UN-Habitat head office in Nairobi, a large number of people lacking access to safe drinking water and sanitation facilities is one of the Kenyan capitals common features. According to the water ministry, Kenya's urban dwellers bear the blunt of the problem. In fact, a number of small townships have little or no public provision of the vital commodity. The same ministry says the situation is better in bigger urban settlements and cities, although a myriad of water and sanitation related problems persist. "On average, water is available in Kenya's second largest cosmopolitan for only 2.9 hours a day," says a recent UN-Habitat bulletin. Regarding sanitation, they blame the predicament to acute shortage of water and capital funds, which have delayed extensions to the main sewerage line and repairs to the city's treatment works. Nairobi, the Kenyan capital, fares no better. A recent survey revealed that more than half of Nairobi's 3 million inhabitants live in informal settlements, which are squeezed into less than 6% cent of the city's more than 350 square kilometer area.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064315&dte=28/11/2004
Tunis hosts international Forum on desert control
Tunis, Tunisia (PANA) - The 4th Africa-Latin America and Caribbean Forum on desert control, is underway in Tunis, Tunisia with 90 experts from 55 countries in attendance. Representatives of the UNDP and the International Convention on Desertification Control are attending the meeting, which opened Friday, and seeks to promote sustainable agricultural production. The three-day meeting comes within the framework of information and experience-sharing among affected countries with a view to identifying future joint activities on desert control and co-operation mechanisms on national and regional programmes. Opening the Forum, the Tunisian Environment and Sustainable Development Minister, Nadhir Hamada, said poor developing countries faced malnutrition and food insecurity because of weather conditions and the mismanagement of natural resources. He suggested the development of long-term regional strategies to promote agricultural production in Africa, and stressed the importance of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) in this regard. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064241&dte=27/11/2004
First building block of Peace Park is put into place
Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - The first building block of the long- proposed Mozambique/South Africa Trans-frontier Conservation Area, or Peace Park, was put into place this week with the launch of the Tshanini Community Conservation Area by the Manqakulane community at Ndumo near the Mozambique border. This is the first conservation area to be dedicated for incorporation into the proposed Peace Park that spans several formal game reserves in South Africa, Mozambique and Swaziland. Peace Park’s spokesman Roelie Klopper said the co-operation of the communities that live alongside the game reserves is imperative for the formation of the cross-border parks. “The task now is to show the resident communities who live between these parks that it will benefit them to become involved in conservation and to create community parks that will link the formal game reserves.”Until we do this, and demonstrate that eco-tourism has economic benefit for them, our Peace Parks cannot happen," he said. The Peace Park project came about with the signing of protocols between the Mozambique, Swaziland and South African governments in 2000, to create a "super park" spanning three countries. This park is an amalgamation of four areas between the three countries and is one of the components of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD). http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064119&dte=26/11/2004
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General Environment News

Rich States' Demands Threaten Environment Treaty
Onlypunjab.com (press release), India, Publish Date : 11/27/2004 5:51:00 PM   Source : Science and Technology News ExpressNewsline.com
Demands by the United States and other wealthy nations to delay the phasing out of a pesticide that depletes the ozone layer threaten to unravel a key global environmental treaty, experts said on Thursday.
…"Maintaining the integrity of the Protocol is paramount. Otherwise, the world community is left with only a partial success toward a declining level of this ozone depleting substance," said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 
  "This could have consequences beyond the ozone layer, including all our goals and plans for sustainable development."
http://www.onlypunjab.com/fullstory1104-insight-Rich+States+Demands+Threaten+Environment-status-15-newsID-9030.html

Most of soccer ball production to follow envirnment standards : 
123Bharath.com, India  Sports India > United Nations, Nov 27 : Most of the world's soccer ball production will go "green" under the terms of a declaration adopted unanimously this week at a United Nations-sponsored forum on environmental responsibility in the sports industry.
At the Third Global Forum for Sports and Environment organized by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Global Sports Alliance (GSA) in Pakistan, leaders of the Sialkot sporting goods industry, which produces 60 per cent of the soccer balls used around the world, endorsed the declaration calling for environmental concerns to be taken fully into account.
http://www.123bharath.com/sports-india-news/index.php?action=fullnews&id=39578 

Most of soccer ball production to follow envirnment standards :
Team India, India - Nov 27, 2004 - At the Third Global Forum for Sports and Environment organized by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Global Sports Alliance (GSA) in Pakistan, leaders ...
http://www.teamindia.net/news/index.php?action=fullnews&id=39578b 

Sports Firms Need To Be Environment-Friendly
Pakistan News Service, Pakistan - Nov 26, 2004 - ... massive pollution. The average spectator generates two kilograms of food and beverage waste, according to estimates cited by UNEP.
http://www.paknews.com/main.php?id=3&date1=2004-11-27 

S Asia stares at looming water crisis

Daily Times, Pakistan - Nov 26, 2004 - NEW DELHI: It’s been 10 years since farmer Bhairu Singh saw water in the well on his rocky patch of land in western India. 
Experts say things aren’t going to get any better for Singh and millions of farmers in South Asia who have been grappling with crippling droughts in some areas and devastating floods in others for some years now. 

…According to a report by the United Nations Environment Programme, global warming would cause more than 40 Himalayan glacial lakes to burst in the next few years, causing floods and killing thousands of people. 
What’s worse, with world temperatures expected to increase by between 1.4 and 5.8 degrees Celsius by 2100 and sea levels to rise between 9 and 88 cm, small islands such as the Maldives and many in the Caribbean and South Pacific are in danger of drowning. 
“The biggest dangers of climate change are the adverse impacts on agriculture, particularly for farmers dependent on rain-fed agriculture,” Rajendra Pachauri, chairman of the United Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) said.
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_27-11-2004_pg4_18 

KI focus of ground-breaking study
Kangaroo Island Islander, Australia, Friday, 26 November 2004 - The unique wilderness of Kangaroo Island will be the focus of a new study aimed at gaining an insight into the Australian environment.
Environment and Conservation Minister John Hill, who launched the study earlier this month, said the project would provide important information on the Island's ecological values, and enable researchers to learn more about environmental processes on a national level.
…The Long Term Ecological Research program is part on an international network with sites in more than 40 countries and is affiliated with international bodies such as the United Nations Environment Program and the Food and Agriculture Organisation.
http://kangarooisland.yourguide.com.au/detail.asp?class=news&subclass=local&category=general%20news&story_id=353660&y=2004&m=11 
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UN and UNEP in the news

Goal: Clean drinking water for all by 2020
China Daily 2004-11-28
Every rural family in China should have clean drinking water in less than two decades. Officials said yesterday they are ready to launch a long-term project to deal with the lack of clean water, a lack that is hurting the quality of life and threatening the health of millions in rural areas. Zhai Haohui, vice-minister of water resources, said that by 2010 the plan is to cut down the number of residents without access to clean drinking water by one third. "By the end of 2020, we are going to reach the goal of basically providing safe drinking water for all rural people," he said. The deadline is part of the government's millennium goals declared to the United Nations. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-11/28/content_395442.htm
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In the headlines:

• 
Darfur: 300,000 displaced persons cut off from all aid following rebel attack

• 
UN feeding agency suspends flights in western Côte d’Ivoire after shooting

• 
UN studying Ethiopia’s five-point plan for peace with Eritrea

• 
UN envoy and Lebanon agree to try to revitalize Middle East peace process

• 
UN voices ‘extreme concern’ for thousands of Iranian Kurd refugees in Iraq

• 
Annan calls on rich countries to fulfill their pledges of aid to Sub-Saharan Africa

• 
UN agency to carry out major review to help slash hunger in half by 2015

• 
Annan calls for smarter, greater use of technology to reduce harmful emissions

• 
Soccer ball production goes ‘green’ at UN environmental forum

• 
'Jury is still out' on Iran's nuclear activities - IAEA chief

• 
Annan cuts short Africa trip to focus on Iraq at UN Headquarters in New York

• 
UN officials stress need to eliminate violence against women

More stories inside
Darfur: 300,000 displaced persons cut off from all aid following rebel attack 

26 November - The United Nations emergency feeding agency said today that the security situation in western Sudan’s Darfur region was deteriorating rapidly with 300,000 displaced people cut off from all aid following a rebel attack earlier this week in breach of ceasefire accords signed with the government. 

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) and other humanitarian agencies have flown their staffers out of North Darfur after the rebel attack on Tawila and an air raid the following day when a bomb fell only 50 metres from the nutritional centre of one humanitarian agency, WFP spokesman Simon Pluess told a news briefing in Geneva. 

At the same time Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative for Sudan Jan Pronk called on all sides to immediately halt hostilities in what the UN has termed the world’s worst humanitarian crisis, in which nearly 1.7 million people have been displaced and Janjaweed militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers after the rebels took up arms last year to demand a greater share of economic resources. 

“The parties have to understand that neither the AU (African Union) nor the international community are prepared to sustain a process based on empty promises,” Mr. Pronk said. “The forthcoming days will be the test of their seriousness. If they fail to live up to their commitments, they have to realize that they will be held accountable by the AU Peace and Security Council and the United Nations’ Security Council.” 

While welcoming a reiteration by government and rebel officials at a meeting in N’Djamena, capital of neighbouring Chad, yesterday to abide by the ceasefire accords signed in April and earlier this month, he urged all sides “to see that this commitment is translated into concrete action on the ground by immediately halting hostilities.” 

It was the latest in a series of appeals by Mr. Pronk since the rebel Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) seized the town of Tawila in North Darfur on 22 November in what he called a clear violation of the accords. He reiterated his call to the government to exercise maximum restraint and refrain from air raids in countering the rebel attacks. 

“The recent attacks by the SLA on Tawila and Kalma camp were acts of revenge for grievances pre-dating the Abuja Agreements,” he said, referring to the humanitarian and security accords signed in the Nigerian capital earlier this month in an effort to set the April ceasefire agreement signed in N’Djamena back on track. “That’s not acceptable. The Abuja Accords were meant to be a fresh start.” 

Mr. Pluess said that there were also reports of attacks by Janjaweed in West Darfur and by rebel groups. But despite the insecurity, WFP had managed to distribute 12,000 tons of food at its distribution points to feed another 600,000 people. 

UN feeding agency suspends flights in western Côte d’Ivoire after shooting 

26 November - The United Nations emergency feeding agency has suspended flights to a western region of Côte d’Ivoire until further notice after one of its planes was met with shots fired into the air and threats and slogans shouted at the crew by the rebel Forces Nouvelles, the UN mission in the war-wracked country reported today. 

The UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) warned that the incident, which occurred yesterday when the World Food Programme (WFP) plane landed at Man, risked compromising its humanitarian mission at the expense of the local population. 

“ONUCI strongly condemns all attacks on the rights of UN personnel and reminds Forces Nouvelles of their duty to respect such staff in the zone under their control as well as safeguard their physical integrity,” the mission said in a statement. 

The mission, set up in April to help implement peace accords between the Government and rebels signed in January 2003, has also reiterated its “profound concern” at credible reports of rape and other violence towards women as well as an increase in general human rights abuses in the West African country. 

In a communiqué yesterday marking the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, ONUCI noted that since the latest violence erupted at the beginning of the month, summary executions, extrajudicial killings, physical attacks and abductions have been committed in both government- and rebel-held areas. 

Meanwhile the number of Ivorians who have fled the recent violence into neighbouring Liberia, itself recovering from 14 years of civil war and violent anarchy, is now estimated to have reached 19,000, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said. 

The latest crisis began on 4 November when Government forces bombed rebel positions in the in the UN-patrolled Zone of Confidence (ZOC) separating the combatants. Two days later Government forces bombed French peacekeepers there, killing nine, and French troops destroyed the Government's air force in retaliation, leading to widespread rioting, looting and harassment of foreigners. 

Apart from the Ivorian refugees in Liberia, thousands of expatriates, mainly French, were airlifted out of Abidjan, the country’s largest city. 

UN studying Ethiopia’s five-point plan for peace with Eritrea 

26 November - The United Nations is studying a new peace plan by Ethiopia which aims to end the country’s long-running dispute with neighbouring Eritrea, a spokesman for the world body said today. 

Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi submitted the five-point peace plan to Parliament on Wednesday. 

“The United Nations is currently studying the plan, and how it could lead to the early and full demarcation of the border,” a UN spokesman said in a statement released in New York. 

The UN currently has a peacekeeping operation, known by the acronym UNMEE, which is deployed between the two Horn of Africa countries to monitor the ceasefire and ensure the observance of security commitments. 

UN envoy and Lebanon agree to try to revitalize Middle East peace process 

26 November - The United Nations envoy in the Middle East has held talks in Beirut with senior members of the Lebanese Government about how to revitalize the peace process in the troubled region. 

Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN’s Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, yesterday met with Lebanese President Emile Lahoud, Prime Minister Omar Karami, Deputy Prime Minister Issam Fares and Foreign Minister Mahmoud Hamoud. 

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters today that Mr. Roed-Larsen and the Lebanese officials agreed that Middle East peace will only be lasting if it is comprehensive. 

Today Mr. Roed-Larsen also conducted meetings with former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri and Walid Jumblatt, the leader of the country’s Progressive Socialist Party. 

UN voices ‘extreme concern’ for thousands of Iranian Kurd refugees in Iraq 

26 November - For the second time in a week the United Nations refugee agency today expressed “extreme concern” over the fate of thousands of Iranian Kurds caught up in the fighting in central Iraq without access to regular food rations. 

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said 1,400 of the 4,200 Iranian Kurds in Al Tash camp near Ramadi fled last week amid generalized fighting, including an armed attack against the camp police post, and with the station now empty there was no one left to provide security for the remaining 2,800. 

"This is an extremely serious situation, and UNHCR is working with its implementing partner to find a way of accessing the camp as a matter of urgency," spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a news briefing in Geneva. 

The agency, which has no staff on the ground, has been informed by its partners in Al Tash that access is currently impossible due to the “very difficult security conditions” in the area. Ramadi is some 50 kilometres from Fallujah where United States-led forces launched a major assault earlier this month. 

“These refugees will not have received their monthly food ration since the public distribution system, which targets both Iraqis and refugees in the area, has broken down because of the fighting,” Ms. Pagonis said. 

Of the 1,400 who fled last week, 13 families have arrived in Sulaymaniyah in northern Iraq, but the fate of all the others who left the camp remains unknown, she added. 

Annan calls on rich countries to fulfill their pledges of aid to Sub-Saharan Africa 

26 November - Sub-Saharan Africa will need special help to emerge from the vicious circle of poverty, and rich nations must provide the necessary aid, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan told a summit meeting of French-speaking countries today. 

“They must keep their promises by increasing development aid, through debt relief and affording fair market access for the product of poor countries,” Mr. Annan said in a message delivered to the 10th Summit of Franchophonie in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, by Ibrahima Fall, his Special Representative for the Great Lakes region. 

“But these measures, as necessary as they are, cannot replace the will for change on the part of governments and peoples nor substitute for national capacities,” he added, calling on the governments to adopt social policies that bring health and education to all and establish gender equality. 

“In too many countries, notably on this continent, armed conflicts and human rights abuses cause terrible suffering and pose a major obstacle to development,” he declared, calling on all parties in conflict, in Cote d’Ivoire, Sudan and elsewhere, to show a high degree of responsibility towards their peoples. 

“Africa cannot allow itself to be torn apart. It has too many other problems to resolve.” 

UN agency to carry out major review to help slash hunger in half by 2015 

26 November - The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is to carry out a major review of its activities to help ensure achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which include halving chronic hunger around the world within a decade. 

"We need to be sure that the different activities of FAO, spread across the Organization, are fully integrated and that member countries are able to see what FAO's role is and understand its contribution to realization of each of the eight Millennium Development Goals," Director-General Jacques Diouf told the agency’s Governing Council in Rome this week. 

The MDGs, adopted by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000, seek to halve some of the world’s most significant ills such as poverty, hunger and lack of access to health care by 2015. 

Mr. Diouf said the changes would aim to ensure FAO's full involvement in the reforms taking place across the UN system, as well as within multilateral development banks and bilateral organizations. 

Earlier this week the Council adopted a series of voluntary guidelines deemed vital to achieving the MDGs, taking into account a wide range of human rights principles such as equality and non-discrimination, inclusion, accountability and the rule of law as well as the principle that all human rights are universal, indivisible and inter-linked. 

In a related development FAO and the United States Peace Corps signed an agreement on Wednesday to enhance collaboration to improve the lot of rural populations around the world in areas such as food production, distribution and access, small-scale irrigation, animal and plant protection and the role of women in rural development. 

"FAO and the Peace Corps have a history of working together at country level," Mr. Diouf said. "Increased collaboration will enhance our understanding of each other's work and allow us to share our respective skills and experience." 

Annan calls for smarter, greater use of technology to reduce harmful emissions 

26 November - The world must more enthusiastically and effectively embrace modern technologies that reduce waste and repair environmental damage, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a message to officials meeting in Japan. 

In his communication to the Zero Emissions Tenth Anniversary Symposium in Tokyo, Mr. Annan said the world already has a “far-reaching network” of treaties, accords and targets to promote environmentally sustainable development. He added that it also has an increasing array of advanced technologies that can reduce or eliminate pollution, waste and degradation. 

“Our challenge now is to take better advantage of these fruits of human ingenuity, while summoning a stronger human commitment to implement what has been agreed,” he said in the message, which was delivered by Hans van Ginkel, Rector of the United Nations University (UNU). 

The Zero Emissions initiative was launched by UNU in 1994 to encourage the world to work along on a path of continuous improvement until there are no emissions of harmful substances or products. 

Mr. Annan also stressed how environmentally sustainable development not only supports the natural world, but can help “bring security, stability and prosperity to all.” 

Soccer ball production goes ‘green’ at UN environmental forum 

26 November - Most of the world’s soccer ball production will go ‘green’ under the terms of a declaration adopted unanimously this week at a United Nations-sponsored forum on environmental responsibility in the sports industry. 

At the Third Global Forum for Sports and Environment organized by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Global Sports Alliance (GSA) in Lahore and Sialkot, Pakistan, leaders of the Sialkot sporting goods industry, which produces 60 per cent of the soccer balls used around the world, endorsed the declaration calling for environmental concerns to be taken fully into account. 

The leaders pledged to reduce and improve the use of water and energy during production, introduce cleaner technology, reduce the amount of toxic and chemical waste and other pollutants in production facilities and raise environmental awareness and action among company workers. 

“Leaders have courageously tackled the issue of child labour in recent years and have committed to continue to improve working and environmental standards in line with the UN Global Compact initiated by Secretary-General Kofi Annan,” UNEP said in a statement, referring to the UN chief’s initiative to promote better business practices in human rights, labour, the environment and the fight against corruption. 

'Jury is still out' on Iran's nuclear activities - IAEA chief 

25 November - The United Nations agency entrusted with preventing the spread of nuclear weapons has accounted for all declared nuclear material in Iran, but still has a lot of work to do with regard to possible undeclared material or activity, the Agency's chief said today. 

Addressing a meeting in Vienna of the IAEA's Board of Governors, Mohamed ElBaradei said the Agency “is not yet in a position to conclude that there are no undeclared nuclear materials or activities in Iran.” 

He noted that the normally time-consuming process of determining the facts would take even longer with respect to Iran, given the country's past pattern of concealing its nuclear activities. 

“A confidence deficit has been created, and confidence needs to be restored,” the IAEA chief told the 35-member Board. “Iran's active cooperation and full transparency [are] therefore indispensable.” 

He also reported that progress has been made in assuring that there are no undeclared enrichment activities in Iran and in assessing the extent of Tehran's efforts to import, manufacture and use centrifuges. 

At the Agency's request, Iran has agreed to let IAEA experts analyze samples taken from centrifuges and centrifuge components in the countries they came from as a basis for comparison. The aim is to “confirm the actual source of contamination and the correctness of statements made by Iran,” Mr. ElBaradei said. 

The IAEA has also generally been able to verify that Iran has suspended its uranium enrichment and reprocessing activities, although more work is required to fully assess the situation. 

Speaking to reporters before briefing the Board, the IAEA chief sounded a note of cautious optimism. “We understand much better Iran's programme now, but as I have stated before, the jury is still out on our ability to provide assurance that everything has been declared to us.” 

Annan cuts short Africa trip to focus on Iraq at UN Headquarters in New York 

25 November - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today left Africa a day ahead of schedule to return to United Nations Headquarters and deal with the situation in Iraq. 

On Wednesday, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters in New York that Mr. Annan was considering cutting his programme short “to deal with pressing business here.” 

Today, a UN spokesman in Ouagadougou announced that Mr. Annan, who just attended the international conference on Iraq in Sharm-El-Sheikh, Egypt, would return to follow up on matters “relating to the UN presence in Iraq.” 

On Tuesday, the Secretary-General told conference participants that the UN is committed to helping Iraq, including coordinating international aid and assisting the country's electoral authorities. 

UN officials stress need to eliminate violence against women 

25 November - United Nations officials, led by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, today stressed the need for building a world in which women enjoy their rights and freedoms on an equal basis with men. 

“Violence against women is global in reach, and takes place in all societies and cultures,” he said in a statement marking the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women. “It affects women no matter what their race, ethnicity, social origin, birth or other status may be.” 

Noting that gender-based violence is particularly pervasive in situation of armed conflicts, when women and girls become victims of rape and other forms of sexual violence, the Secretary-General said ending the impunity for such crimes is an important step. 

Referring to the Special Court for Sierra Leone, he said for the first time forced marriage would be prosecuted as a crime against humanity. 

Describing violence against women as “a challenge in itself,” since it could cause HIV infection, the Secretary-General observed that sexual violence increases women's vulnerability to the virus. 

“All too frequently, the threat to violence forces women to have unprotected sex,” he said. “Violence can also make it impossible for women to seek information, follow treatment or even raise the subject for discussion.” 

He said the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women continued to play a dynamic role in ensuring that the issue was a high priority for the international community, noting that the Optional Protocol to the Convention “gives women the right to petition, and has the potential to become a highly effective tool for addressing gender-based violence.” 

Meanwhile, the head of the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) also pointed out that systematic use of rape as a weapon of war was a violation of human rights that demands urgent attention and an end to impunity. 

“The prevalence of rape and sexual violence during armed conflict is not a new problem, but it is as serious as it has even been,” said Executive Director Carol Bellamy. “Perpetrators of sexual violence during armed conflict are violating international law. States must hold them accountable, and there must be resources for victims to seek justice.” 

She saw the use of rape in wars as “one of the most disturbing phenomena” of the past two decades. “In situations of armed conflicts, girls and women are routinely targeted in campaigns of gender-based violence, including rape, mutilation, prostitution, and sexual slavery,” she said. 

Referring to conflict in the Darfur region of Sudan, the UNICEF chief observed that militias had routinely engaged in rape of young girls and women of all ages. “That conflict has forced more than a million people to leave their homes and seek refuge in makeshift camps,” she said. “But even there, women and girls are in grave danger of being sexually assaulted, particularly when they go beyond the camp for firewood.” 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon, 

**SG Travel
The Secretary-General has returned to New York, following a one-day official visit to Burkina Faso.  Following the Iraq conference in Sharm el Sheikh, the Secretary-General needed to follow up on pressing matters relating to the UN presence here in Iraq.

So, late Wednesday evening in Ouagadougou, he met one on one with President Blaise Compaoré for close to forty-five minutes.  He had told reporters earlier in the day that he would discuss Côte d’Ivoire with the President.

Asked in that press encounter if he had a message for the Ivorian people in general and President Laurent Gbagbo in particular, the Secretary-General said it is essential that they engage in a dialogue and reconciliation to save their country.  “There is no military solution”, he said, “so they have to find a way to live together”.  I think we have a full transcript of that press encounter upstairs.

**Francophonie
Although the Secretary-General was not able to attend the Francophonie Summit in Burkina Faso, his Special Representative for the Great Lakes, Ibrahima Fall, was there and delivered a message on his behalf.  In it, the Secretary-General called on the parties to conflicts in places from Côte d’Ivoire to Sudan to live up to their responsibilities with regard to their people.

He also said that indifference is unacceptable in the face of poverty and hunger.  He drew attention to the importance of the September 2005 meeting that will take place in New York to review the progress since the adoption of the Millennium Declaration.  And we have copies of that message in French upstairs.

**Côte d’Ivoire - WFP
The UN Mission in Côte D’Ivoire says that the World Food Programme (WFP) has suspended flights to Man, in the country’s west, until further notice, due to harassment of crew and passengers by armed elements of the Forces Nouvelle.  Yesterday afternoon, a series of gunshots were reportedly fired in the air when a WFP aircraft was about to land in Man.  The Mission says an investigation is under way, and it condemns any aggressive behaviour directed towards UN Staff or property. 

The WFP is making the use of the relative calm throughout Côte d’Ivoire to restock its warehouses in the country’s north and west.  We expect to have a press release with more details from the UN Mission later today.

**Sudan
Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, today welcomed the meeting that took place yesterday in N’Djamena, Chad, of the Joint Commission reviewing the implementation of the 8 April humanitarian ceasefire agreement.  Pronk strongly urged the parties to see that their commitment to the ceasefire is translated into concrete action on the ground, by an immediate halt to hostilities.

He said that the recent attacks by the rebel Sudan Liberation Army in Tawila and Kalma Camp were acts of revenge that were “not acceptable.  The Abuja Protocols, he said, were meant to be a fresh start.”  He called on the Sudanese Government to exercise maximum restraint and refrain from using aerial bombings against the rebels.  We have the full statement available upstairs.

**Iran
The Director of the International Atomic Energy Agency, or IAEA, Mohamed ElBaradei, yesterday told reporters in Vienna that his agency has completed its work verifying suspension activities in Iran, with one exception.  That exception, he said, is Iran’s request to exempt twenty centrifuges for research and development, without using nuclear materials.

He said that the IAEA was now in a position to say that declared materials in Iran have not been diverted, although he added that the agency has a lot of work to do regarding possible undeclared material or activity.

“This is usually a long-term process”, he said.  “We are on the right track, but we still have a lot of work to do.”  We have his comments to the press and his statement yesterday to the IAEA Board of Governors upstairs.

**Lebanon
The UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed-Larsen, yesterday met in Beirut with Lebanese President Emile Lahoud, Prime Minister Omar Karami, Deputy Prime Minister Issam Fares, Foreign Minister Mahmoud Hamoud and other senior Lebanese officials.  Roed-Larsen emphasized that he and the Lebanese authorities saw eye to eye on the need to revitalize the peace process.  Both sides also agreed that peace in the Middle East would be lasting only if it was comprehensive. 

Today, Roed-Larsen concluded his visit by holding meetings with former Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri and the leader of the Progressive Socialist Party, Walid Jumblatt.

**UNHCR – Iranian Kurds in Iraq
The UN refugee agency remains extremely concerned about the fate of some 4,200 Iranian Kurdish refugees from the Al Tash camp, about fifty kilometres from Fallujah.  The agency reports that access to the camp is currently not possible because of poor security conditions.

Because of fighting last week, 1,400 refugees fled Al Tash, and the police station in the camp is now unmanned.  In addition to having no police protection, the remaining refugees will not have received their monthly food rations.  We have more information on that upstairs.

**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.

**Security Council Mission
The Security Council wrapped up its mission to Central Africa with a visit to Uganda, where the Council delegation met yesterday afternoon with President Yoweri Museveni.

The Council mission, headed by Ambassador Jean Marc de La Sablière of France, discussed the situation in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo with the Ugandan President.  Council members also expressed their concerns about northern Uganda.

The Council mission today headed back to New York, and the Security Council will discuss the trip to Central Africa in an open briefing scheduled for next Tuesday.  We have upstairs the transcript of a press conference by Ambassador de La Sablière delivered in Bujumbura, Burundi, two days ago.

**Meeting with Staff
The Chief of Staff, Iqbal Riza, spoke with the President of the Staff Council, Rosemarie Waters, and agreed to meet next week regarding the Staff Council’s concerns over the handling of their complaints about the Office of Internal Oversight Services.

Meanwhile, the United Nations Staff Council in Vienna adopted a statement last Tuesday, which we were not alerted to until late Wednesday, deploring that they called the “dubious publicity and interpretation” given to the New York Staff Council’s resolution and expressing its “full confidence in the Secretary-General”.  We have copies of that statement available upstairs.

**SG Message on Emissions
We also have the text of a message by the Secretary-General on the Zero Emissions Forum, a UN University-based initiative, that seeks to minimize and recycle industrial waste.

**Press Conferences on Monday
Press conferences on Monday:  at 11:00 a.m. in this room, Jose Antonio Ocampo, the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, will launch the UN World Economic and Social Survey 2004, which is the UN’s flagship publication on economic and social issues.  He will be joined by Joseph Chamie, Director of the UN Population Division, and Ian Kinniburgh, Director of the Office for Development Policy and Planning.

Then at 12:30, also in this room, the President of the General Assembly, Jean Ping, will be here to brief you.  And Djibril will probably have more information on that.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
On the Week Ahead, you’ll notice we have some details regarding preparations for the launch of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.

On Tuesday at 10 a.m., we will distribute embargoed copies of the Panel’s report, in this room, and there will be some contextual remarks given to you, on a background basis, by a senior UN official.  Then on Wednesday, also at 10 a.m., a senior UN official will give you a background briefing.  So, you will have 24 hours to read the report, and then you can ask questions of this senior official.  But again, that will be on background.

And then finally, on Thursday, 2 December, the Secretary-General will transmit this report to the General Assembly.  And at 10 a.m., the Panel Chair, Anand Panyarachun; and Gro Harlem Brundtland, one of the members of the Panel, will be here to brief you on the record, of course, and to take your questions.

That’s all I have for you.  Liz?

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Fred, I have got two questions.  One on the report; when is the embargo lifted?

Spokesman:  I believe it is at 10 a.m. on 2 December.

Question:   And then the second...(Interrupted)

Spokesman:  So, that means for newspapers, it might have to wait till the third, or whenever you come out.  But it can’t be in the morning newspapers of that date if they come out before 10 a.m.

Question:   And then the second question is on Kojo Annan.  You’ve apparently told The New York Sun, you’ve confirmed that there is a (Inaudible)... beyond what we had been previously told.  That he may have taken payments through 2004 from Cotecna.  Can you explain?
Spokesman:  All I can explain is that we received an enquiry from a journalist regarding payments to Kojo Annan through February of this year.  We had no knowledge of that.  I checked with Kojo’s lawyer, as a service to this journalist, and the lawyer confirmed that indeed that was so.  He explained that this was part of an open-ended no-compete contract between Cotecna and Kojo, and said that they had made this information known to the Volcker Commission.

So, it’s in the hands of the Volcker Commission.  And as I said, this runs counter to what we had told you, because it had been our information that those no-compete contract payments had ceased at the end of 1999.

Question:   How do you explain the discrepancy and... (Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  I can’t explain it.  All I can say is it will have to be now for Paul Volcker to explain it.  And clearly, the information is in his hands.

Question:   Fred, one of the things that we were promised as journalists looking into the oil-for-food issue was that there was going to be transparency.  And we were given the telephone number and contact information for Kojo’s lawyer; the one you spoke with, the very same fellow.  And he has been completely closed in terms of giving us information.  He says there is no comment whatsoever.  But now, miraculously, your office has managed to get at least some sort of clarification of a misinterpretation or misinformation that was disseminated earlier.  What is going on with the promise of transparency?

Spokesman:  Well, we don’t control what any of the lawyers might tell you or decline to tell you.  We have turned over all our documentation and made all of our staff working on oil-for-food available to Mr. Volcker.  So, that’s as transparent as we can be.  Mr. Volcker wants to control this documentation in order to have an orderly investigation, and there have been some challenges to that, as you know.  We hope that he and those others who also would like the same information now have some kind of an understanding about when it might be made available, when Mr. Volcker might make it available -- I think he said that at the time of his next report, in January, he could be releasing the internal audits, for example, to other investigative bodies.  But I have no control over Kojo Annan’s lawyer.  Erwin?
Question:   Can you tell us the source of, in your belief, or the information that the payments to Kojo from Cotecna had ended in, was it at the end of...(Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  That was information given to us by Cotecna.

Question:   So, they were obviously aware...(Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  We can’t explain why they told us what they did and why Kojo Annan’s lawyer is saying something different now.

Question:   Fred, does the Secretary-General have any views about this latest development?

Spokesman:  No.  He will leave it to Mr. Volcker to investigate the discrepancy.

Question:   But, I think, if I am not mistaken, that he has been on the record repeating what you just told us before, that it was a previous UN stand on this issue, and... (Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  I don’t know whether he himself said this, but we collectively and officially said it, because it was the information given to us.

Question:   Has he ever talked to his son directly about this, or in the past, or after this latest...?

Spokesman:  His communications with his son, I am afraid, we have to leave private in this case.  Of course, of course...(Interrupted).

Question:   But this is not a private matter; it’s a public matter.

Spokesman:  Of course, of course....  Yes, but you can’t blame the father for the sins of the son, if there are sins of the son.

Question:   I am not blaming him.  I am not blaming him.  I am just saying...(Interrupted).

Spokesman:  Let Mr. Volcker decide if anyone has committed a sin or has broken the law here, ...(Interrupted).

Question:   But the Secretary-General was himself on the record, twice at least...(Interrupted)

Spokesman:  ...and then you want... You want to drag the son into the father’s business; and the father’s business is now in the hands of Mr. Volcker.

Question:   But, Fred, as he is saying, Kofi Annan said in public ...(Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  You’re not going to get anything more out of me on this subject.  This is a matter...(Interrupted).

Question:   But, for the record, the only thing that we have is a statement from the Secretary-General, something in which he affirms something that we have now learned is not true.

Spokesman:  And I have acknowledged the discrepancy between what we said before, which we said in good faith, on the basis of what Cotecna told us in writing, and I cannot explain the discrepancy.  But the discrepancy is known to Mr. Volcker, and we will have to hear from Mr. Volcker what he makes of it.  But I can’t explain it.  And neither can the Secretary-General.

Question:   Do you believe that the Secretary-General was misled by his son?

Spokesman:  I have no comment on that.  Let’s leave it up to Mr. Volcker to determine what actually happened in this case.

Question:   But why don’t you ask the Secretary-General?  You know, you have access to him.

Spokesman:  We’re not talking about this while Mr. Volcker is investigating it.

Question:   Is there, though, any comment from the Secretary-General now that it is acknowledged that payments were made through 2004, as to whether that was an appropriate action?  Whether it was appropriate for his son to get paid?

Spokesman:  He’s not going to say anything about that, as long as Mr. Volcker is looking into it.  Let me take...

Question:   Fred, does that mean that Annan’s son received payments in January?

Spokesman:  I am assuming that it means that he continued to receive monthly payments from Cotecna beyond the end of ’99, when we previously thought they had ceased, through February of 2004.  Yes, Jonathan?

Question:   Doesn’t this latest revelation show that there are limitations that the Volcker Commission can have?  That here we have this new thing come out, that apparently all this was said and done and Cotecna was not telling the truth?  They also told us certain things that don’t jive with what we have learned now, disingenuous things.  And one wonders whether, you continually say let the Volcker Commission look into this, and... but, (Interrupted)? 

Spokesman:  I don’t know why you say this in any way casts doubt on the ability of Mr. Volcker and his very sophisticated investigators to get at the truth.

Question:   I am not making a comment on their ability.  They’re very capable people.  But the concern is that this is a revelation that has surfaced because of journalists digging around and actually catching Cotecna not being genuine, disingenuous.

Spokesman:  But you have no idea what Mr. Volcker might have found out independently.  So, let his investigators conclude their job, tell you what they’ve found and then we’ll deal with their conclusions whatever they may be.  The Secretary-General has said that if anyone in his employ is found to be suspect by Mr. Volcker, the Secretary-General will waive the immunity of that person so that they can face prosecution.  He can’t do more than that right now.

Question:   Fred, how does that work with his son, who is not directly under his...?

Spokesman:  Well, then his son would not have immunity.  So, he wouldn’t have to waive the immunity.

Question:   No, I know.

Spokesman:  So, if the son has done anything wrong, there would be the appropriate judicial channels to deal with that.  Yes?

Question:   Fred, you said that the payments were made for a non-compete contract.  As a layman, I am not quite sure, could you explain what those payments were?

Spokesman:  We’ve already said that when an employee separates from a company, and the company is concerned that the employee could set up a competing business -- which in fact, I believe, Kojo Annan was setting up his own business when he left Cotecna -- it’s standard practice for such a company to enter into a no-compete understanding where, for a period of time, and I have no idea what a standard period of time in these contracts are, you can ask for yourselves, but I don’t know what they are, for a period of time, payments are made in exchange for this employee now departed from the company agreeing not to compete directly with his former employer -- no-compete contract.  Yes?

Question:   There is another aspect you mentioned, that if Kojo had done anything wrong there would be appropriate judicial channels.  But there is also the possibility that this would be something that would not be a violation of the law, but would be give the appearance of, or conflict of interest.  How would that ...?
Spokesman:  I am not an expert in that.  I don’t want to speculate how many different ways either unlawful or unethical conduct, might have been conducted when this conduct is now being investigated by competent individuals.  So,...(Interrupted).

Question:   The Volcker panel is looking at possibly illegal rather than unethical, or are they covering both?

Spokesman:  The Volcker panel is looking at the facts as they are able to establish them.  They presumably will say this was legal.  They may also have a view on whether something, though not illegal, was unethical.  You’ll have to ask them.  I don’t know.  But we will not anticipate what our reaction will be until they conclude their investigation.

Question:   But a judgement on whether something was unethical or not might be up to the Secretary-General to draw on his own.

Spokesman:  It may be, if it involves his staff.  But again, this is hypothetical.  So, there is no sense speculating what might be.  Let’s wait for the investigation to be concluded.  Jonathan?

Question:   I mean, from this article we’ve all read and we’re referring to, it looks like Kojo was on the payroll of Cotecna for five years after we were told that he was no longer receiving money.  Is not that something that will be scrutinized by the Volcker commission?

Spokesman:  No, it’s not fair to say that it was payroll when it was a no-compete contract, which is a well-known device in the industry to regulate competition from former employees.  So, it was a contract, not a payroll arrangement.  The fact is that we have learned in the last two or three days that this no-compete contract lasted much longer than we had been told.  We don’t know why there is this discrepancy between what Cotecna told us and what now has been confirmed by Kojo Annan’s lawyer.

Question:   But, how is it that you don’t know?  Why don’t you ask him?  Why doesn’t the Secretary-General for the sake of transparency ... (Interrupted)... his own son? 

Spokesman:  He may well, he may well...(Interrupted).

Question:   ...and let us know completely, on the record, what’s going on instead of us looking and asking you, and going to chase him on his way in or out of the building.  You know this is not going to stop here.  So, why doesn’t he come clean and tell us what’s going on?

Spokesman:  But the fact is that it’s being investigated.  Whether or not this man talks to his son about this matter, it’s being investigated by a competent authority.  So, let’s leave the family relationship out of it.  Let’s leave the professional investigators to look into it and find out.  Let’s get to the bottom of it, whatever it might be. 

Question:   Fred, “on the payroll” is the wrong word for that.  “Receiving payments” beyond five years, beyond what you thought is correct, right?

Spokesman:  That’s correct.

Question:   Thanks.

Question:   Do you think this latest revelation undermines the Secretary-General’s ability to go on (inaudible) place and to deal with foreign leaders?

Spokesman:  I think that because the Secretary-General has turned this whole matter over to a respected individual to get to the bottom of it, because he has pledged to cooperate with Mr. Volcker fully; because he has said he will waive the immunity of anyone who is discovered by Mr. Volcker to have done something wrong, or if Mr. Volcker comes up with evidence that anyone has done something wrong, I think that speaks for itself.  I don’t think that stands in the way of his carrying out his normal duties here and I haven’t sensed that any MemberState thinks that it does.  

Djibril?
Question:   Fred, can I just ask one other question on the subject of Iraq?  The statement you’ve made that Annan cut short his trip to come back on pressing matters related to Iraq.  Can you elaborate what the pressing matter is?

Spokesman:  No.  The preparations for the elections are going ahead.  We are continuing to struggle with the security arrangements for additional personnel.  We now have some 20 electoral personnel up from eight in Baghdad.  And we’re training Fijian close protection agents.  But all the pieces aren’t yet together on the security side.  He just felt that, given everything that’s going on here, that he needed to be back here rather than where he was.

Question:   Dopes that other stuff, oil-for-food stuff, Council-related issues, does that factor in as well?

Spokesman:  I haven’t from him that those things were in his thinking.  He mentioned Sudan; he mentioned Côte d’Ivoire.  Yes?

Question:   Fred, was he possibly aware while he was at Sharm el-Sheikh that there is a group of opposition parties, I guess minority parties is a better word, were going to put out a statement calling for the elections to be put off at least six months?  Is this possibly part of that?

Spokesman:  I don’t know whether he was aware of this or not.  I don’t know the answer to that question.  Jonathan?

Question:   Can we have any information on the size of the eminent persons’ report?  The actual report itself and also you mentioned that there will be one person who will be discussing this with us, I think you said on the distribution day, which is Tuesday.  Does that mean there will be just one person from this panel on hand to walk us through?

Spokesman:  It will be a person who is intimately familiar with all aspects of the report.  Why don’t you ask this question of how big a report it is and how many recommendations it has when you’re briefed by this person on Monday?  So, he will make some general comments to you as he gives you embargoed copies of the report.  He’ll come back the next day.  He will take your questions on background once you’ve had 24 hours to read the report.  And then you’ll get the formal press conference the day after that by the chairman and Gro Harlem Brundtland.  Yes?

Question:   One last question, on Congo.  Can you give us an idea of the state of the UN’s knowledge now?  Whether there is fighting by Rwandan forces now going on on DRC soil?  Has the UN been informed of this by the Congolese army?  Is the UN aware of it by it own means?

Spokesman:  I am told that we have heard rumours of incidents along the border, including of Rwandan infiltrations into the DRC.  The UN Mission continues its reconnaissance along that border, both by road patrol and helicopter.  And, so far, they have no confirmation of any such activities.  You’ll recall that we did say though, last week on Wednesday, that Rwanda’s announcement that it might take military action in the DRC seriously threatens the transition process.

Question:   One last question on Kojo Annan, Fred.  Do you know when the Secretary-General knew about the discrepancy?

Spokesman:  I believe it was when we informed him.

Question:   Which is...?

Spokesman:  When we had heard from the journalist.  Which was, I think, Tuesday.
Djibril?
Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon.  

As Fred already mentioned, on Monday at 12:30, General Assembly President Jean Ping will give a briefing.  This follows a three-day visit to Pyongynag, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, where he met with the authorities.  He was also in Seoul, the Republic of Korea, where he addressed the Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security.  Monday, 12:30, up-date for you on that visit.
The theme of his statement at the Institute was the United Nations at a turning point:  how to deal effectively with global challenges confronting humanity.  President Ping ended his presentation by quoting Pope John Paul VI, who wrote in his 1967 encyclical letter, “development is the other name for peace”.  The Assembly President went on to say, “I’m deeply convinced that without long-term investment in development, there can be no peace.  Likewise, in the absence of peace, it is almost in vain to hope for sustainable development.”  He concluded his statement with seven points, including, first, that our world has tremendously changed; second, we face new threats and challenges; third, that globalization is the new driving force of international relations; fourth, that collective efforts are required to deal effectively and durably with global challenges; fifth, that the United Nations, as the sole universal and legitimate international body, can best enable us to deal with these challenges.  Global challenges require a global response.

Next, he said a weakened United Nations can be a source of instability and insecurity at national, regional and international levels; and seventh, there was a collective duty to reform and strengthen the United Nations.

On the work of the Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural), by a recorded vote of 91 in favour and 74 against, with 11 abstentions, the Committee approved a motion to adjourn the debate on the Sudan.  The Committee did the same thing when it voted on a no-action motion on Zimbabwe by a recorded vote of 92 in favour and 72 against with nine abstentions.  Speaking on behalf of the African Group, South Africa’s representative, who introduced the no-action motion, deplored the double-standards in the tabling of country-specific draft resolutions before the Committee.

He added that it gave the impression that human rights were only violated in developing countries, and said that the draft was a direct affront to the integrity of the African political leadership.  The South African delegate also said that the efforts of the Commission on Human Rights to cooperate in a constructive manner with States in order to eliminate violations of human rights had been derailed by attempts to name and shame certain countries, often incorrectly.  The representatives of Cuba, Malaysia and Senegal spoke in favour of the two no-action motions, while Australia, the Netherlands, on behalf of the European Union, and the United States, spoke against them. 

The full texts of the press release on this and other items are available upstairs under document number GA/SHC/3811.

The Third Committee also approved other outstanding texts, including a revised text on global efforts for the total elimination of racism and racial discrimination, as well as the role of regional arrangements in promoting and consolidating democracy.  The Committee also adopted four other resolutions by consensus.

I’d like to flag for you again other references of documents summarizing coverage of other Committees -- document number GA/EF/3100 on the work of the Second Committee, document GA/SPD/307 on the work of the Fourth Committee, all of these on 24 November, of course, and document GA/AB/3652 on the budget Committee.

Flagging for you meetings next week, there will be a meeting of the Bureau of the General Assembly on Monday morning.  On Monday afternoon, the agenda item will be twofold -- one on the question of Palestine and two on the situation in the Middle East, the report of the Secretary-General. 

Other meetings. The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian people will hold a meeting on Monday morning at 10:30 a.m. in the Trusteeship Council.  Two other meetings.  One organized by the United States Mission to the United Nations on the occasion of World Aids Day will be at 1:15 on 30 November -- a panel discussion on innovative avenues for addressing HIV/AIDS; and, also that day, a meeting sponsored by the Permanent Mission of Mauritius to the United Nations on cooperation between the United Nations and the Southern African Development Community from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?
Questions and Answers
Question:   Will the Monday afternoon meeting on the question of Palestine be with the full General Assembly?

General Assembly Spokesperson:      That’s right.  It will be a plenary session at 3:00 p.m.

Question:   What exactly are they doing?

General Assembly Spokesperson:      This is agenda item 37 of the General Assembly.  They will look at the report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, which is in document A/59/35.  Secondly, they will look at the report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, contained in document A/59/574.  Regarding documents on the situation in the Middle East, the report of the Secretary-General is A/59/431 and the second document is A/59/574, which I mentioned earlier.

Question:  Is there a schedule yet on the item in the Third Committee on racism and racial discrimination?  When it will go to the full General Assembly?

General Assembly Spokesperson:  No, but it was adopted by the Third Committee, so it will just move on, at a time to be determined, to the General Assembly.

Question:  Regarding the Third Committee on the Sudan.  Where does that leave the 1.6 million Darfurians who are living in squalor and refugee camps now?

General Assembly Spokesperson:  I’d like to refer you again to the release summarizing the debate that went on around this issue.  It basically mentioned that there are quite a few issues going on right now regarding the resolution of the situation in the Sudan, including the fact that the Security Council just met in Nairobi, Kenya, and the Africans are taking a number of actions.  Off the top of my head, I can say that the no-vote motion was more to do with the fact that they had quite a few irons in the fire that needed to come to fruition as quickly as possible.

Question:  How difficult will it be to bring that issue up for discussion again?  Or will it be put to sleep for some time?

General Assembly Spokesperson:  There has been very, very strong and serious concern on the part of Africans in Africa regarding the situation in Darfur, which is almost independent from what’s going on in the Third Committee.  This goes on at the level of heads of State, as well as the level of average Africans.  I don’t know that this in any way will have an implication for the issues going on in the continent regarding moving as swiftly as possible to protect the rights of the people in the Sudan, in Darfur.
Question:  Does this show that the United Nations is going to be incapable of handling that situation then, that’s its going to fall solely on the shoulders of the African Union and African nations to work independently, that the United Nations could not find a unified voice to deal with the crisis?

General Assembly Spokesperson:  As I mentioned earlier, the actions of the Third Committee follow a pattern regarding which countries are specifically brought to the agenda of the Third Committee, independent of the countries of Africa, which are doing everything possible.  The African Union, as you know, is the one lead organization right now, supported by the international community, in trying to resolve this issue.  So, you have, on the one hand, an issue of procedure that was presented by the representative of South Africa.  On the other hand, you have specific actions on the ground being undertaken by the African governments, supported by the international community.

Question:  Did President Ping have any comments on the Third Committee action on Sudan -- the no-action vote?

General Assembly Spokesperson:  I haven’t spoken to him.  He has been travelling, so I have no comment at this stage.  I will suggest that he come to you on 9 December, at 12:30 again, because by then the high-level panel would have submitted its report to the General Assembly.  I think it’s important to bring the President of the General Assembly, to give you the perspective of the General Assembly, around that time.  Every time there is something of news value, you can have direct access to him for half an hour.

Question:  Fred mentioned that the report would be presented to the General Assembly.  What happens after it’s presented to the General Assembly?  What action is taken?

General Assembly Spokesperson:  There will probably be consultations on a General Assembly-wide basis, and then we will take a little bit of time to link the members of the General Assembly in New York with those who are in the capital.  Possibly by February or March, we will have full feedback on the part of the General Assembly.

Question:  Would it come back in the form of a vote endorsing it, or what could we expect?  

General Assembly Spokesperson:  Whether it’s consensus or a vote would depend on the outcome, just like with different resolutions in the Committees.  You have 191 sovereign Member States and the mechanism they use takes different forms -- no vote, consensus or vote.  It cannot be determined until consultations are held. 

Thank you.
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AFP - World's largest soccer-ball producer vows to go green


AFP - Sports firms need to be environment-friendly to stay competitive: UN


AFP - Sports companies out of competition without environment practices:UN


123 Bharath News - Most of soccer ball production to follow envirnment standards


Pakistan News Service - Sports Firms Need To Be Environment-Friendly


Pakistan News Service - Most of soccer ball production to follow environment


UN News Centre - Soccer ball production goes ‘green’ at UN environmental forum


Terra Daily - World bickers over use of ozone-harming methyl bromide after 2005


Reuters -  Rich States' Demands Threaten Environment Treaty


Indian Express - Green project to preserve ozone


Boston Globe - Protecting a poison


Currents (US) - UCSC scientist endorses nitrogen management efforts


Reuters - South Asia Stares at Looming Water Crisis


AP - Conference on protection of Ozone layer ends


Czech News Agency - Countries Agree On Compromise In Use Of Methyl Bromide


Financial Express - Centre Plans To Set Up Fisheries Development Board
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