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U.N. Highlights of 28 October 2002

Current Science

The Indian Ocean Experiment and the Asian Brown Cloud
As a follow-up to the UNEP press release  (12 August) on the Asian Brown Cloud (ABC), there was some controversy in India about UNEP's findings.  A team of scientists has now published an article in Current Science, clarifying these findings.

To view a copy of the article the Indian Ocean Experiment and the Asian Brown Cloud, please go to: 

  http://tejas.serc.iisc.ernet.in/~currsci/oct252002/947.pdf

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse 

October 28, 2002 Monday 

EUROPE'S TOP ENVIRONMENTAL PRIZE AWARDED TO GERMAN COS 

      BODY: 

      - Europe's most coveted environmental prize worth EUR 500,000 has been awarded for the tenth time.      Germany's Head of State, Federal President Johannes Rau, handed over the prize from the German Federal      Foundation for the Environment in Osnabrueck to the Director of the United Nations' environment programme and former minister for the environment, Prof. Dr Klaus Toepfer (64, Nairobi), and the founder and managing director of Prophyta GmbH, Dr Peter Lueth (46, Wismar). In this way, Europe's largest environmental      foundation has acknowledged the work that Professor Toepfer, the highest-ranking German in international      environmental protection at the UN, has performed. Doctor Lueth was awarded his prize for developing and      producing biological plant-protection agents. The foundation underlined that Professor Toepfer had made a      significant contribution to the success of the UN Conference 'Environment and Development' held in Rio de      Janeiro in 1992. As chairman of the UN Commission for Sustained Development, he devoted considerable time      to turning the concrete aims outlined in Rio into international agreements. In addition, he tenaciously      defended the interests of developing countries that are particularly susceptible to climatic changes, but are  only marginally responsible for causing them. At national level, Professor Toepfer has played a decisive role  in developing the idea of preventative and production-integrated environmental protection. 

      At a time of radical change, Doctor Lueth recognized his opportunity with his company Prophyta, which he      founded in 1992 in Malchow (Mecklenburg-Vorpommern). In Germany, he developed the first biological agent      to combat fungi harmful to plants and built up an efficient company, which now employs 17 staff and has contacts with partners in over 40 countries. His 'pioneering achievement' set a technological standard that      gained recognition worldwide and will lead to many further innovative applications in bio-compound      development. 

      You can find a detailed report on the ceremony and photographs for use free of charge (from around 15.00)      on the foundation's homepage at www.dbu.de ots Original Text Service: DBU Internet:      http://www.naeurope.co.uk 

      Franz-Georg Elpers, Press Officer (Head) 

      Tel.: ++49 (0)541/9633-521 

      _________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

October 28, 2002, Monday 11:43 AM Eastern Time 

 World's corals facing another worrying year: report 

NAIROBI, Oct. 28 (Xinhua) --A new wave of bleaching has swept coral reefs worldwide, making 2002 the

      second worst year for the phenomenon after the major bleaching events of 1998, the United Nations

      Environment Program (UNEP) said Monday. 

      "Over 400 cases of bleaching, a phenomenon linked with increased seawater temperatures which can

      damage and even result in the death of a reef, have been documented by researchers so far this year," said

      UNEP in a report. 

      The majority of bleaching records have come from the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, with others from reefs

      in countries including the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Japan, Palau, the Maldives, Tanzania, Seychelles,

      Belize, Ecuador and off the Florida coast of the United States. The findings, released here by UNEP, the

      WorldFish Center, and the International Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN), have come from a new global

      coral reef information system called ReefBase which contains data on bleaching events dating back to 1963. 

      ReefBase has been set up by the WorldFish Center as part of ICRAN, a global network of more than 10

      international agencies aimed at boosting the fortunes of coral reefs by developing sustainable ways of

      managing them. 

      "Coral reefs are under threat worldwide from a variety of pressures including unsustainable fishing methods,

      such as dynamite and cyanide fishing, insensitive tourism, pollution and climate change," said Klaus

      Toepfer, UNEP's executive director. 

      "Every effort is needed to conserve these vital habitats for fish and other marine life for the benefit of local

      people who rely upon them for protein and livelihoods," he noted. 

      Coral bleaching occurs when stressful conditions such as high temperatures cause corals to expel the

      microscopic algae that live in their tissues. The algae provide essential food energy for corals. 

      Australia's Great Barrier Reef, the largest coral reef system in the world, was severely affected, with 2002

      being the worst bleaching event on record, said the report. 

      "The current trends are cause for concern both for Australia and the rest of the world. We need to continue

      to monitor the situation," said Virginia Chadwick, chair of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Lake level fuels climate  concern

By Alex Kirby 

BBC News Online environment correspondent in

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 

               The water level in a remote central Asian lake has risen markedly since 1998, suggesting that global warming is now a reality. 

               Scientists here say they believe the rise is linked to climatic changes. 

               They think the rise could affect the strategic balance of resources in  the region. 

               What is happening appears to bear out  climatologists'  predictions of changes in central Asia. 

               The disclosure of what is happening comes on  the eve of the opening of the Global Mountain

               Summit here, organised by the Government of  Kyrgyzstan with the support of the United  Nations Environment Programme (Unep). 

               Delegates from more than 60 countries are expected to attend, to discuss how to counter  threats to the world's mountainous regions  ranging from farming and development to natural hazards, human conflict and global  warming. 

               Warmer, wetter 

               The lake at the centre of concern is Issyk-Kul,  a huge expanse of water in the north-east of            Kyrgyzstan, near the Chinese frontier. 

               Since measurements began in 1927 there has been a definite trend towards shrinkage, with the water level dropping steadily. 

There have been occasional short episodes when it has risen. But since 1998 the level has  risen by 26 centimetres, a remarkable amount given the lake's surface area of more than 6,000 sq kms. 

Dr Radzimir  Romanovskiy is head of laboratory services at the Institute of Water Resources and               Hydroenergy in  Bishkek. He told BBC News Online: "We  think the climate has  been changing here               over the last 30 years,  becoming warmer and  wetter. 

"We're getting more  rain and snow here now, and that's showing up in the lake. It does seem to be linked to               climate, though the reason why the water level is rising is because of more rain falling and feeding the rivers that flow into Issyk-Kul. 

"Melting glacier water is playing only a small part in all this. Of course, with predictions that  the climate here will become warmer and wetter, you might expect increased evaporation to lower the lake's level. 

               "But I think the higher rainfall will be the more  important factor. We've also found temperature changes deep in the lake. It's risen from 3.7C to 4.2C in parts." 

               Drying deserts 

Dr Mark Collins, director of Unep's World  Conservation Monitoring Centre (Unep-WCMC), told BBC News Online: "The lake level rise the Institute is reporting is significant, and so is  the rise in core temperatures in the lake. 

"The findings bear out the climate models which suggest we should expect large increases in temperature and rainfall in this part of central Asia. 

  "But what the changes may mean in environmental and economic terms is much harder to assess. Perhaps the high-level ecosystems here are not suffering as they are  in Africa. 

"Perhaps Issyk-Kul may become an ever-more important regional resource in central Asia,  where the deserts are drying out. And of course the lake level rise could be a warning of  a flood risk downstream." 

Kyrgyzstan has another reason for concern about what happens in the world's mountains.  Although it has no nuclear power of its own, it  harbours 25 known dumps of nuclear material left behind by the old Soviet Union. 

The country is an earthquake zone, and there is anxiety here about what could happen to the dumps if there were a large seismic shock in Kyrgyzsrtan. The conference is due to end  on 1 November.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN climate meet in India divided over Kyoto pact

  NEW DELHI - The European Union slammed a draft declaration at a U.N. climate convention in the Indian capital yesterday for not mentioning the Kyoto accord on reducing global warming. 

  "The European Union thinks the declaration is not strong enough. It should include the Kyoto Protocol," conference spokesman Michael Williams said. 

  Delegates from 185 countries are attending the conference, likely to be the last major climate meeting before the protocol is expected to take effect. 

  The draft drawn up after the first five days of discussions at the 10-day meeting said "climate change and its adverse effects should be  considered within the framework of sustainable development through enhanced international cooperation". 

  But the statement made no mention of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on reducing greenhouse emissions blamed for global warming which is  expected to come into force early next year. 

  The Kyoto pact aims to cut greenhouse gas emissions from the developed world by 2012 to 5.2 percent below 1990 levels. 

  But the United States, the world's biggest air polluter, has refused to ratify the pact, saying it would hurt its economy. 

  Indian Environment Minister T.R. Baalu, also president of the conference, said the pact had not been dropped from the agenda but  delegates sought to evolve a consensus on it during talks. 

  "This conference is seeking a consensus to get the Kyoto Protocol ratified," Baalu told reporters. 

  "I'll have negotiations and consultations and make whatever effort to make sure the protocol is ratified," he said. 

  To come into force, the protocol must be ratified by enough industrialised countries to account for at least 55 percent of the developed  world's 1990 carbon emissions. 

  Without the United States, a complex weighting system means the pact would be dead without Russia. 

  But Moscow has backed the treaty and says it may ratify it this year, virtually ensuring its implementation. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Provinces Grumble as Canada Pitches Kyoto Treaty

Mon Oct 28, 7:07 PM ET

                      By Janet Guttsman 

                      HALIFAX, Nova Scotia (Reuters) - Canada is still set to ratify the 1997 Kyoto  treaty on global warming (news - web sites) this year, even as its provinces grumble at its terms and insist that they should not foot the bill, Environment Minister David Anderson said on Monday. 

                      Speaking at the end of a one-day meeting in a Halifax casino, Anderson acknowledged he did not set the agenda to ratify the treaty, which would oblige Canada to cut emissions of carbon dioxide by 6 percent from 1990 levels by

                      2012. 

                      But he said the chance of delay was "highly unlikely," despite complaints from  the provinces that a government plan on how Canada will meet the Kyoto  targets is short on detail about what ratification will cost and on who needs to act. 

                      Prime Minister Jean Chretien says Canada will ratify the treaty by the end of  this year, and that it is the federal government, not the provinces, which determines the issue. 

                      "A plan is quite separate from ratification," Anderson said. "You can ratify  today, you could have ratified yesterday, and still be developing a plan today." 

                      The United States, Canada's biggest trading partner by far, has already rejected  the treaty as being too tough on industry, and much of Canadian business would like Ottawa to follow suit, fearing costs and job losses that could follow ratification. 

                      Even the Canadian government says that, in a worst-case scenario, ratification  could cost Canada 240,000 jobs and C$21 billion ($13.5 billion) over a decade. 

                      Provincial objections to the pact range from blunt opposition from oil-rich Alberta  to irritation in Quebec that it might not be credited for progress it has already made in cutting greenhouse gas emissions. 

                      Almost everyone is angry about Ottawa's own conclusions on how to make the  treaty work, which were announced only on Thursday. 

                      "To suggest that this plan is woefully inadequate is I think fair comment,"  Ontario Energy Minister Chris Stockwell ranted during a break in proceedings.  "They had from 1997 to 2002 (to decide what to do) and this is the best we've got?" 

                      In a rare moment of unity, the provinces on Monday issued a 12-point plan on what ratification should entail, admitting that climate change was "a serious  global issue" that needed to be tackled, and demanding a meeting of federal and provincial first ministers to discuss the issue at a higher level. 

                      They said costs should be "clear, reasonable, achievable and economically  sustainable" so Canada's industry could remain competitive. 

                      Alberta Energy Minister Murray Smith said the joint statement showed that  Canada was "not ready to ratify this agreement by the end of the year." 

                      "It's impossible -- far too complex, too many regional differences," he told Reuters after the meeting, insisting that Alberta was still open for energy business. 

                      Alberta, along with much of Canadian industry is looking for a "Made in  Canada" solution that sets less stringent emission targets than those agreed

                      internationally. 

                      Premier Ralph Klein has even hinted that his Western province might seek to loosen ties with the rest of Canada unless the issue is resolved to Alberta's  satisfaction. 

                      Opinion polls show that most Canadians favor Kyoto ratification, and a few  dozen demonstrators, two of them dressed as polar bears, pressed their case outside the casino. 

                      "Alberta came to this meeting looking to find a friend who would hold their hand in their opposition to Kyoto," said Jo Dufay, campaigns director for  environmental group Greenpeace. 

                      "Not only did they not find anyone to hold their hand and block Kyoto, but they  have been forced to come out of their corner and stop blocking Kyoto and start  talking about how to implement Kyoto." 

                      Ottawa plans more consultations about its plan before holding another gathering  with the provinces on Nov. 21, probably in Toronto, to try to work out concrete  details. 

                      ($1=$1.56 Canadian) 

________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Earthquakes in Sicily jolt Mount Etna into life

  CATANIA, Italy - Rivers of boiling lava poured down Mount Etna on the weekend, engulfing small buildings and threatening a mountain   lodge after a series of earthquakes awakened Europe's highest and most active volcano. 

  Pine trees caught fire almost instantly as the heat of the lava engulfed them and the stench of sulphur filled the air as cracks opened up in   the ground, witnesses said. 

  Civil protection officials in Catania, Sicily's second-largest city, which sits in the shadow of Etna, surveyed the mountain by helicopter and   were set to send water-carrying planes into the skies to fight the fires. 

  Catania's airport was shut until Monday morning for safety reasons after a think blanket of volcanic ash gathered on the runway. The   mayor moved to reassure the city's 330,000 residents that they were in no danger. 

  "The situation in Catania is completely under control and our city is not threatened in any way," Umberto Scapagnini said. 

  The eruptions began in the early hours of Sunday, after a series of small earthquakes shook the eastern edge of Sicily and parts of   mainland Italy. 

  Italy's National Institute of Geophysics and Vulcanology said more than 100 tremors measuring 1.1 to 3.5 on the Richter scale struck the   region, with the epicentre just 1.5 km (one mile) south-east of the centre of Etna's crater. 

  The volcano, Europe's highest at 3,350 metres (10,900 feet), pumped out huge dark clouds of ash and spurted streams of boiling magma   100 to 200 metres into the air. 

  More than 15 hours after the first eruptions, an immense mushroom-shaped cloud still hung over the mountain top, and in Catania, city  workers were sweeping thick layers of ash from the streets. 

  Three tongues of lava were seen snaking down the mountain from fissures at a height of around 2,300 to 2,500 metres. Cracks were also   found at about 1,500 metres, but no lava activity was reported at that altitude. 

  The heaviest flow was descending on Piano Provenzana, a popular area for tourists to take mountain walks in summer and for skiing and   other activities in the winter. 

  The flow pushed over ski-lift pylons, knocked down power lines and swallowed a ski-school hut before surrounding an empty mountain   hotel and lodge. Officials said no one was injured. 

  Etna is almost constantly rumbling, but has not produced any serious activity since a series of eruptions in July and August last year,   which experts described as one of the most erratic and complex displays in 300 years. 

  It's last major eruption was in 1992. ________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)- NEWS UPDATE

October 29, 2002

Bleaching Imperils World's Coral Reefs

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Tanzania and the Seychelles are among a dozen countries where bleaching has swept coral reefs, a phenomenon scientists link to climate change, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said Monday. According to the Nairobi-based UN agency, over 400 cases of bleaching, which can damage and even kill a reef, have been documented by researchers this year.  The findings, released Monday by the WorldFish Center, the International Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN) and the UNEP, have come from a new global coral reef information system called ReefBase, which contains data on bleaching events dating back to 1963. ReefBase has been set up by the WorldFish Center as part of ICRAN, a global network of more than 10 international agencies aimed at boosting the fortunes of coral reefs by developing sustainable ways of managing them. The United Nations Foundation funds ICRAN through UNEP. The release quoted Dr Meryl Williams, director-general of the WorldFish Center in Penang, Malaysia, as saying: "20 countries in all the major oceans have so far this year documented over 430 cases of bleaching." She said that this makes 2002 the second-worst year for the phenomenon after the major bleaching events of 1998, which were linked with El Nino.

Meanwhile, UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, who is attending the COP8 climate change talks in New Delhi this week, said coral reefs were under threat worldwide from a variety of pressures. These, he said, include unsustainable fishing methods, such as dynamite and cyanide fishing, insensitive tourism, pollution and climate change. "Every effort is needed to conserve these vital habitats for fish and other marine life for the benefit of local people who rely upon them for protein and livelihoods."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025281&dte=28/10/2002
Desert encroachment sacks 20,000 Nigerian villagers 

Lagos, Nigeria (PANA) - With the Sahara desert advancing, more than 20,000 villagers have fled the arid zone in Bauchi State, north-eastern Nigeria, in search of drinking water, local chiefs said. The desert, said to be advancing at the rate of a quarter of a kilometre annually, has intensified lately, withering trees, raising massive sand dunes and increasing fears of worsening food shortage.  Some of the villagers said they now dig for more than thirty metres to get to the water bed, compared to four metres 10.  The federal government has launched a forestation programme under which more than one million trees will be planted in the next five years across an area of 1,500 kilometres in Nigeria's arid zone.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025289&dte=28/10/2002
NGOs call for sustainable global development 

New Delhi, India (PANA) - At the 8th Conference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change in New Delhi, a coalition of NGOs from North and South stated that only sustainable development at a global level could fulfill the objectives set by the Convention and the Kyoto Protocol. In a news release, the NGOs noted Monday that "in accordance with current scientific knowledge, significant reductions of gas emissions will be necessary to avoid dangerous climate change." "Such reductions should be in line with the principles of fairness and common but differentiated responsibility," the coalition said. The NGOs also called for increased financial capacities to enable developing countries to adapt to climate change by using the convention's funds.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025269&dte=28/10/2002
Environmental Pollution in Oginni

Vanguard (Lagos): Oil exploration in Ovrode Community has taken its toil not only on the environment but the people.  The Osa natives of Ovrode community flow station and wells are situated in Isokoland (Western field). Their environment has been subjected to significant stress (pollution) resulting from oil exploration activities such as improper disposal of drilling waste (drill cuttings/Drilling mud coupled with poor waste management, spillage from oil installations and gas flaring. As part of the drilling operations, several burrow pits are created to receive spent drill cuttings, drilling mud and chemical sludges. The drilling waste are emptied into rectangular storage tank that over flows especially during the rainy seasons into the nearby swamp forest to

form crude oil sheen on fresh water surface thus killing all aquatic life in the surrounding and distorting the ecosystem (food Chain). Besides indiscriminate excavation of the land scape for road construction by Shell Petroleum Development corporation (SPDC), several farm lands have been rendered useless whilst the dug pits which are left un-covered become death trap to the youths of the natives. Some of these polluted burrow pits emits obnoxious odour and contain floating oil that sometimes overflow during flood season. These conditions are aesthetically unsigthtly, making the water bodies unattractive for human's recreation.

ision cough and skin diseases.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210280650.html
_______________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

28 October 2002

UNEP and UN in the News

Tree farms won't halt climate change 

The Kyoto Protocol to halt climate change is based on a scientific fallacy, according to the first results of CarboEurope, a Europe-wide programme that has pioneered research into the carbon budget.

The protocol says that countries can help meet their targets for cutting emissions of greenhouse gases over the next decade by planting forests to soak up carbon dioxide. But the soil in these "Kyoto forests" will actually release more carbon than the growing trees absorb in the first 10 years, the new research shows.

"Countries will be able to claim carbon credits for the forests. But that won't reflect what is happening in the atmosphere," says Riccardo Valentini of the University of Tuscia in Viterbo, Italy. He presented the CarboEurope data last week in Valencia, Spain.

The project's revelations could embarrass governments now meeting in New Delhi to discuss implementation of the Kyoto Protocol. Earlier in October, Italy announced plans to achieve between 10 and 40 per cent of its emission reductions target for 2012 through forest planting. But now its own scientists are warning that these sinks might not work.

http://www.newscientist.com/news/news.jsp?id=ns99992958
_______________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

28 October 2002

US NEWS

New crackdown targets mercury's stubborn legacy, Chicago Tribune, 28/10:  Multipurpose, lethal metal still pervades the nation's streams, seafood and autos.  In Washington and state capitals across the country, the shiny, slippery substance that has filled thermometers and cavities for generations is coming under increasingly tough regulations aimed at reducing the public's exposure to a useful but dangerous material that can damage the brain and nervous system.  Measures either on the books or under consideration call for reducing the amount of mercury used in thermometers and other consumer products, cutting mercury emissions by coal-fired power plants, and requiring automobile recyclers to remove mercury light switches from old cars.  (See http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0210280226oct28.story)

CANADIAN NEWS

Nunavut debates selling wildlife, CBC News, 28/10:  People in Nunavut, in northern Canada, should have clear guidelines on whether animals from the North should be sent to zoos in other parts of Canada and around the world, a wildlife expert says.  Animals in demand are muskox, polar bears and seals. Capturing the animals and shipping them out could have major economic benefits for Nunavut, but wildlife should stay in Nunavut, or at least in Canada, experts say.  (See http://cbc.ca/stories/2002/10/27/nunavut_wildlife021027)

Canada and the Kyoto Protocol:

Hostility in Canada's West Threatens Climate Policy, NY Times, 28/10:  Prime Minister Jean Chrétien has put ratification of the Kyoto climate control protocol at the top of his legislative agenda, but opposition from several provinces and business groups threaten the carrying-out of the treaty even if it is endorsed by Parliament.  (See 

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/28/international/americas/28CANA.html?ex=1036817791&ei=1&en=8270003970f4c0fb)

Alberta rallies provinces in campaign to shelve Kyoto, Toronto Globe and Mail, 28/10:  The Alberta government is leading a push among provinces at a crucial Kyoto Protocol meeting in Halifax on Monday to urge Ottawa to delay ratification of the controversial accord for up to eight months.  Prime Minister Jean Chrétien aims to have Parliament approve ratification of the Kyoto plan before Christmas, but Alberta Environment Minister Lorne Taylor said Canadians don't yet know enough about how the accord will affect Canada.   (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment)

Quebec blasts federal plan for its method of meeting Kyoto protocol, Ottawa Citizen, 28/10:  Quebec officials led off the manoeuvring at a key meeting on the Kyoto protocol Monday by blasting a federal emissions-trading plan which they believe favours Alberta.  While federal, provincial and territorial energy and environment ministers met behind closed doors at a Halifax hotel, senior Quebec officials went public with claims that the federal plan is unfair.  Even though Quebec supports ratification, it has major objections to the federal government's proposal for sharing emissions reductions among provinces.  (See http://www.canada.com/ottawa/story.asp?id={757C9C43-C732-4148-92D0-7F03260B23DF})

Provincial ministers call for first ministers meeting on Kyoto protocol, Ottawa Citizen, 28/10:  Provincial energy and environment ministers said Monday they will cut greenhouse gases but asked for more consultation and a first ministers meeting before the Kyoto protocol is ratified. In a unanimous statement, ministers from the provinces and territories agreed that climate change "is a serious global issue that requires immediate and continuing action."  But they said the federal framework plan, made public just before the Halifax meeting, does not represent an adequate Canadian approach to reducing greenhouse emissions.  (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={DA53790B-AF6C-4663-8127-4191C6F87173})






************

_______________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA News Brief

29 October 2002

MIDDLE EAST HEADLINES

Bush hints at bypassing UN on Iraq action

The White House said Saturday it would be ''not very hard at all'' to assemble an alliance to confront Saddam Hussein without the United Nations, a clear signal that President Bush's patience with the international organisation is reaching its limits.

http://www.arabworldnews.com/
Bush Urges U.N. Act on Iraq for Sake of Peace

Sun Oct 27, 8:33 PM ET

By Steve Holland 

PHOENIX, Ariz. (Reuters) - An increasingly impatient President Bush (news - web sites) vowed on Sunday the United States will lead a coalition to disarm Iraq if the U.N. Security Council fails to act against Baghdad, as negotiations for a tough new U.N. resolution enter a decisive week. 

http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20021028/pl_nm/iraq_bush_dc_1
France may offer a competing UN resolution on Iraq   

Elaine Sciolino The New York Times  Monday, October 28, 2002 

PARIS In a bold diplomatic challenge to the United States, France has announced that it may formally introduce its own resolution on disarming Iraq at the UN Security Council.

http://www.iht.com/articles/75034.html
U.S. Condemns Latest Palestinian Suicide Bombing
LOS CABOS, Mexico (Reuters) - The United States on Sunday condemned a Palestinian suicide bombing on the West Bank, calling on Palestinians to end "acts of terror." 

A Palestinian suicide bomber blew up at the Jewish settlement of Ariel on the West Bank, killing three people. It followed a suicide bombing last Monday that killed 14 in Israel and prompted a large army sweep for militants in the Palestinian city of Jenin. 

http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story2&cid=584&ncid=584&e=10&u=/nm/20021027/pl_nm/mideast_usa_dc
Kuwait Tests Sirens, Evacuates Schools in Readiness for War on Iraq 

http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=10/28/02&Cat=4&Num=007
Tour of U.S. Mideast Envoy Is Suspicious: Syrian Press 
DAMASCUS -- Syria's state-run media took a swipe Sunday at the multination tour of U.S. Middle East envoy William Burns, saying it was aimed to distract attention from U.S. plans to strike Iraq and gain control of its oil resources.

http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=10/28/02&Cat=4&Num=003
G77 meeting opens today 

Dubai| 27-10-2002 

Challenges, opportunities, strategies: these are the main issues of the Group of 77's (G77) High Level Conference on Science and Technology to be held in Dubai from October 27 to 30.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=66757
European firms to join Iraq trade fair 

AFP, Baghdad

Dozens of European firms, mainly French and German, are due to take part in Baghdad's annual international trade fair next week, despite US threats to strike Iraq, organisers told AFP on Saturday.

http://www.dailystarnews.com/200210/28/n2102805.htm#BODY8
ENVIRONMENT

Marine centre moves to boost fish output 

UAE- The Marine Resources Research Centre (MRRC) here has undertaken an ambitious fish farming project to carry out the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries bid to increase fish production.  The aim is to produce 13 million Safi fingerlings per year – part of them willl be released into the Gulf waters, and the remainder will be invested by the company. The project is scheduled to start soon after the aquaculture unit is licensed

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=66754
Oman-China talks on water management

MUSCAT — Sheikh Salim bin Hilal Al Khalili, minister of agriculture and fisheries, and the Chinese water resources minister, jointly led a session of Oman-China talks, which was attended by several officials including Hamad bin Sulaiman Al Ghuraibi, undersecretary for regional municipalities and water resources.  Aspects of cooperation between the two sides, particularly ways of managing, developing and evaluating water resources were discussed. http://www.timesofoman.com/newsdetails.asp?newsid=17665
UN praises development plan of UAE 

Abu Dhabi |The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), an affiliate of the UN, said the UAE had succeeded in realising sustainable economic and social development thanks to its oil wealth and sound development strategies by its leadership. 

"I would like to salute the leaders of this country for what they have achieved in all fields to turn the UAE into an example to be followed by other developing countries," said Merfat Tallawy, Executive Secretary of ESCWA and Undersecretary general of the United Nations. Tallawy, who is on her first official visit to the UAE, said the Emirates had also given an example in fruitful cooperation among states, referring to the UAE Federation.

Tallawy, who took over the Beirut-based ESCWA in January, said she would meet UAE officials to discuss the existing joint projects between the two sides and possible technical assistance and expertise to the Emirates.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=66764
_________________________________________________________________________________________    DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           **Central African Republic

           The Secretary-General is deeply concerned by the armed confrontation that broke out last Friday in the

     Central African Republic between insurgents loyal to the former Chief of Staff and Government forces.  The

     Secretary-General reiterates his condemnation of any attempt to take power by force of arms and calls on the

     insurgents to lay down their weapons.

           The Secretary-General calls on the international community to provide urgently the logistical and other

     assistance needed by the Inter-African Observation Force agreed to by the leaders of the Economic and Monetary  Community of Central African States at their summit earlier this month in Gabon.

           **Moscow Hostage Incident

           We put out a statement on Saturday reflecting the Secretary-General’s response to the end of the hostage

     situation in the Melnikov Street Theatre in Moscow.

           The Secretary-General mourns for those whose lives were lost in this incident, and extends his deepest

     condolences to those who lost their loved ones and his sympathy to those who were injured.  As the Security Council  affirmed last week, the taking of hostages was a heinous act of terrorism that cannot be justified under any circumstance.

           We have copies of the full statement upstairs.

           **Security Council on Iraq

           The Security Council this morning began closed-door consultations on Iraq in the presence of Mohammed

     ElBaradei, the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC).

           The Secretary-General also attended those consultations and he made a few comments to the press as he

     exited the Council just a few minutes ago.  And we'll provide a transcript of those comments shortly.

           **Security Council:  Women and Peace

           The Secretary-General is planning to return to the Security Council this afternoon when he opens a meeting on “Women and peace and security.”

            Drawing attention to his recently released report on this subject, he notes that women’s groups and networks  at grass-roots level have provided many examples of the imaginative strategies and flexible approaches required for  effective conflict prevention.  However, with few exceptions, women are not present in formal peace negotiations, he  says.

           We have copies of his embargoed statement upstairs in my office.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo Report

           Despite the recent positive developments in the peace process in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, there  nevertheless continue to be serious challenges.  That’s one of the Secretary-General’s observations in his latest report  to the Security Council on the United Nations Mission in that country.

           The fragile peace process, the Secretary-General writes, is in danger of being reversed due to the heavy

     fighting in the eastern part of the country. He urges all parties to put an end to all hostilities.

           The report is upstairs.

           The Secretary-General’s Special Envoy, Mustapha Niasse, continued discussions over the weekend in

     Pretoria, South Africa, with representatives of the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, along with  representatives of the Movement for the Liberation of the Congo and the Congolese Rally for Democracy –- GOMA.

           The discussions are being conducted in a constructive atmosphere, he reports.

           Mr. Niasse tells us that progress is being made and that he remains optimistic, although certain points are

     requiring further discussions by the various parties.

           The Special Envoy continues to meet with the various groups gathered in Pretoria and is also facilitating

     bilateral contacts between the parties themselves.

           **Kosovo

           Kosovo’s municipal elections took place peacefully on Saturday, and, based on early returns, an estimated 54  per cent of all registered voters –- including nearly 58 per cent of the people voting inside Kosovo itself –- cast their  ballots.  Election Day proceeded without any incidents of election-related violence, and some partial results are  scheduled to be released this evening, with final results tentatively scheduled for 2 November.

           Unfortunately, the calm that took place on voting day was shattered yesterday, when the president of the

     Municipal Assembly in Suva Reka and two other people were shot dead in that municipality.  United Nations police  have a suspect in custody and are continuing their investigation into the killings.  At this time, it is unclear whether the  killings were politically motivated, or whether any other people besides the suspect in custody were involved.

           **Liberia

           The Secretary-General’s report on Liberia is out today as a Security Council document.

           He notes that the Liberian Government has reportedly proposed the allocation of half of its 2002 to 2003

     budget to defence and security requirements, a development he describes as “a powerful indication that no immediate relief is in sight” for the people of Liberia.

           He urges the Security Council to remain engaged with Liberia.

           No date has been decided for Council consultations on this report.

           **Human Rights

           We have upstairs a number of Human Rights-related items.

           First, yesterday in Riyadh, Dato' Param Cumaraswamy, the United Nations Human Rights Commission’s

     Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, presented his preliminary findings following a

     week-long visit to Saudi Arabia.  His speaking notes are available upstairs.

           There are two reports that are out on the racks that I would like to flag.  The first is from John Duggard, the

     United Nations Human Rights Commission’s Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied by Israel since 1967.

           The second is the report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories.

           **Myanmar

           The Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the situation in Myanmar, Paulo Sergio

     Pinheiro, urged the Myanmar Government to allow the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) into the country to investigate allegations of human rights violations.

           During a fact-finding trip which ended today, Mr. Pinheiro declined an invitation to travel to Shan State, where the army were allegedly linked to sexual violence against the ethnic minority, because he considered a short visit  would have been inappropriate to conduct a comprehensive assessment.

           Instead, he proposed to the Government to allow ICRC to have an adequate presence in the country to assess the humanitarian situation on an ongoing basis.

           We have a press release with more details.

           **Food Aid

           The World Food Programme is forecasting massive food aid needs in 2003 -- at just under 5.3 million tons. 

     This figure excludes anticipated emergency requirements in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea as well as World Food Programme emergency operations currently under formulation for Côte d'Ivoire, where the full magnitude of need is not yet defined.

           Approximately 75 per cent of the 2003 emergency food requirements are attributed to the massive

     humanitarian crisis in Southern Africa and the widespread drought in Ethiopia and Eritrea.

           The year 2003 is expected to put considerable strain on the Programme’s ability to address the food aid

     requirements of less high-profile, yet no less needy, operations.

           The Programme has issued separate press releases on the food needs of the Democratic People’s Republic

     of Korea and the Horn of Africa.

           **Secretary-General on Dubai Forum

           The Secretary-General, in a message delivered today at the start of the three-day Dubai Strategy Forum in the United Arab Emirates (which focuses on the need to create networks for economic growth), said that, by gathering for their dialogue, the delegates at the Forum have shown an awareness that “more and more of the challenges we face –-  from environmental degradation to drug trafficking and the spread of diseases such as AIDS –- transcend borders.”

           We have copies of his message upstairs.

           **Secretary-General on Joseph Garba

           The Secretary-General is scheduled to speak just about now at a memorial service for former General

     Assembly President and Nigerian Ambassador to the United Nations, Joseph N. Garba.

           We have copies of his comments upstairs.

           **Press Releases

           We have a couple more press releases to highlight for you today:

           The Food and Agriculture Organization’s Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture has just  concluded its ninth session.  The Commission has warned that inappropriate granting of intellectual property rights could jeopardize confidence in the new international network of plant collections.  (See Press Release SAG/109.)

           We also have a press release from the World Health Organization (WHO), embargoed until Wednesday on the launch of the World Health Report 2002.

           **Ombudsman

           We put out a letter from the Secretary-General to all United Nations staff last Friday afternoon, in which he  announced that the office of the United Nations Ombudsman –- who is former Jamaican Ambassador Patricia Durrant –- is now operational.

           He said that the office of the Ombudsman is intended to complement the internal justice system at the United Nations, and it will be an open, readily available and confidential source of support for staff at all levels, and will assist  in resolving problems and overcoming problems and conflicts in the workplace.

           You can obtain further information about Ambassador Durrant’s office on its Web page, and we also have a secure e-mail address, both of which are available in my office.

           **Peacekeeping Anniversary

           Tomorrow, starting at 10 a.m. in the Millennium United Nations Plaza Hotel, just across the street, the

     Secretary-General and Deputy Secretary-General will be among the participants at a seminar, sponsored jointly by the Peacekeeping Department and the International Peace Academy, and it's one of the events marking the tenth anniversary of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations.

           The seminar is called “Past, Present and Future Challenges in Peacekeeping,” and, although attendance is by  invitation only, accredited United Nations correspondents can view the entire proceedings on live video at the Dag Hammarskjöld Auditorium or on United Nations television (Channel 16 or 67).

           **Noon Guest

           And, finally, our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Joseph Chamie, the Director of the United Nations Population Division, and he will be presenting the latest key information on international migration.

           That is all I have for you.

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Anything on Cyprus sir?

           Answer:  Do you want to be more specific?

           Question:  What I want to know is if the Secretary General is planning to meet with Mr. Denktash, who is still  in New York?

           Answer:  Then let me tell you what we have.  Mr. de Soto, the Special Adviser on Cyprus, is in the region; he  was in Athens last week.  He will be seeing Mr. Clerides in the next day or two.  He is in touch by telephone with Mr.  Denktash's staff here in New York.  In the second half of the week, he will go to Turkey for a further round of   consultations there.  He will be back in New York towards the end of the week to report to the Secretary-General.   Time is pressing, and a stocktaking is required at this time, so that the Secretary-General can make a decision on  how he can assist in moving the process forward.  On a reported United Nations plan, de Soto said a few days ago,  "There is no United Nations plan.  No plan has been unfurled or unfolded.”  And Kieran Prendergast, the  Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, did visit Mr. Denktash in the hospital on Friday, and that was a private  and a social visit.

           Question: The factions in Somalia seemed to have some kind of agreements; do you have any further

     information?  Is there a response from the Secretary-General?

           Answer: We are encouraged by developments there.  I think it might be a little bit too soon to proclaim victory  for the forces of peace.  But it is certainly a step in the right direction.  As far as further details, if you check with someone in my office, she'll be able to tell you the latest from the cable traffic.

                                      Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           This afternoon the General Assembly Plenary takes up the report of the International Tribunal for the Former  Yugoslavia.  Mr. Claude Jorda, President of the Tribunal, will introduce the Report.  The Plenary will then take up the  report of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, with Ms. Nevanethem Pillay, the President of the Tribunal, introducing that report.

           The First Committee continues its discussion of draft resolutions on all disarmament and international security agenda items

           The Second Committee discusses sustainable development and international cooperation and operational

     activities for development, and begins general discussion on the follow-up to the outcome of the special session on children.

           The Third Committee continues general discussion on elimination of racial discrimination and the right of

     peoples to self-determination.  And this afternoon the Committee will take decisions on draft resolutions on rights of children, International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People and advancement of women.

             The Fifth Committee continues general discussion of the Capital Master Plan, and then starts discussion of  human resources management issues.

             And the Sixth Committee has before it the International Law Commission report and Establishment of the

     International Criminal Court.

           In his remarks at the tribute to the late Major-General Joseph Garba, who presided over the forty-fourth

     session of the United Nations General Assembly, from 1989 to 1990, President Kavan describes Major-General Garba  as “an extraordinary person, a man of many talents, who had received many distinctions and awards and who had contributed richly to the work of the United Nations”.

           “During his Presidency of the General Assembly, he facilitated world peace and security, through obtaining consensus resolutions on the subjects of poverty, drug trafficking and apartheid.  Perhaps he will be best  remembered," President Kavan goes on, "for his untiring and relentless efforts to champion the cause of South Africa  against apartheid.  The adoption of the Convention on Rights of the Child was another important achievement during his  presidency.”  Those remarks will be posted shortly on the President’s Web site.

           Just to update you, tomorrow, the General Assembly takes up the report of the International Court of Justice  and, on Wednesday and Thursday, the Plenary discusses the report of the Secretary-General on Strengthening of the United Nations:  An Agenda for Further Change.

           Any questions?  Thank you.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council President predicts adoption of new resolution on Iraq in days ahead

*
Annan urges Security Council to boost role of women in peacemaking

*
Insurgents in Central African Republic must lay down their arms, Annan says 

*
Relieved at end of Moscow hostage crisis, Annan mourns those who died 

*
Annan says recent military actions could damage peace process in DR of Congo

*
UN police hold suspect in connection with murder of local official in Kosovo

*
Annan says Liberia’s large defence budget portends ongoing turmoil

*
Myanmar: UN human rights expert calls for credible probe of alleged abuses

*
UN launches aid appeal to stem starvation facing millions in Horn of Africa

*
Over 6 million people in DPR of Korea need food aid to survive, UN reports

*
Saudi Arabia: UN expert lauds legal reforms but urges more to ensure due process

*
Annan says economic growth alone will not resolve world’s ills, urges broader efforts

* 
UN officials pay tribute to memory of late Nigerian diplomat Joseph Garba 

*
UN-backed meeting adopts action plan to help disabled persons in Asia, Pacific

*
New UN Ombudsman’s office to resolve staff conflicts begins work

* * * *

Iraq


28 October – Following intensive discussions on Iraq in the Security Council today, the President of the 15-member body predicted the adoption in the coming days of a new resolution aimed at returning weapons inspectors to the country following a nearly four-year absence.


Speaking to reporters after the closed-door meeting, Ambassador Martin Belinga-Eboutou of Cameroon said Council members had received input from the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

“The information that they have given us will enable Council members to study the text [of a draft resolution circulated by the United States and United Kingdom] and to look for a consensus, and I can tell you in this respect that that is close to being reached.”


“We intend to have consultations as long as it takes to get to the bottom of the text,” he added, predicting that “in the days to come in fact the Council will be able to adopt a resolution” giving UN weapons inspectors the guidelines that they require to operate in Iraq.

Also addressing the press following the consultations, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he was still hopeful that the Council would come up with a resolution that all members “can sign on to, or a vast majority.”

Underscoring the gravity of the issue, he said, “It is a question of war and peace and I think it is appropriate that the Council goes about it in a deliberate manner.” 

In his remarks to the press, UNMOVIC chief Hans Blix stressed the need for broad unity in the Council. He predicted that there would be a resolution, adding, “we look forward to that; we want to get [into Iraq] as soon as we can.”

Mr. Blix was joined by IAEA Director-General Mohammed ElBaradei, who agreed on the importance of “unified Council support behind us.” He called for “explicit authority, good practical arrangements and information from all Member States as to how and where to go to ensure that Iraq has completely disarmed.”

“In our discussion with the Security Council,” he added, “both Dr. Blix and I emphasized the importance of having the inspection operation be completely impartial, completely objective, and that we maintain fully our independence.”

Asked about a new resolution’s potential to strengthen the inspectors’ hand, Mr. Blix said, “it is desirable that Iraq understands that any lack of cooperation or violation of the provisions of the resolution will call for reactions on the part of the Council.”

The Council’s influence on the situation “has to be not only the first month, but it has to be on a continuous basis,” he stressed.

To a question on whether Iraq is in “material breach” of its obligations under Council resolutions, Mr. Blix said that depended on how the term is defined, but added, “it is clear that Iraq has not admitted inspectors since 1998, although it obligatory for them to do so.”

Mr. ElBaradei recalled that by its resolution 707, adopted in 1991, the Council had already declared Iraq to be in material breach of its text.

“Our role is to establish the facts,” he explained. “It is for the Security Council to evaluate the facts and determine whether these facts constitute material breach and what is the next step to be taken by the Council – this is the Council’s prerogative.” 

“We are to inspect and we are to report, objectively and independently as a UN force, and it is for the Council to decide what’s going to happen,” agreed Mr. Blix. “They are the highest organ of the UN system, and they will have that decision in their hands.”

* * *

Women, peace and security


28 October – Addressing the Security Council today, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan made a strong pitch for greater attention to both the plight of women suffering in armed conflict as well as their potential role as peacemakers.

In a meeting convened two years after the Council adopted its landmark resolution 1325 on the impact of armed conflict on women and girls, the Secretary-General pointed out that since then, the UN has been prompted to look “more critically at our own work, and how we deal with gender perspectives.”

Citing a report which he compiled in response to the resolution, Mr. Annan called attention to the specific ways that women and girls suffer under conditions of war. “Existing inequalities between women and men, and patterns of discrimination, tend to be exacerbated in armed conflict,” he said, noting that women and girls become particularly vulnerable to sexual violence and exploitation.

“But if women suffer the impact of conflict disproportionately, they are also the key to the solution of conflict,” he said, lauding the contribution of women to peacemaking efforts. At the same time, he pointed out that generally, women are not present during peace talks, and called for reversing this trend, including through the appointment of UN mediators. 

While hailing progress in closing the gaps in the legal protections available to women, Mr. Annan said “there remains much to be done, particularly to improve prevention and to combat impunity.”

On the issue of sexual exploitation, the Secretary-General said the UN and its Member States “must do their utmost to ensure that an international presence provides protection and security for all people – women and men, girls and boys – and does not exacerbate inequalities or lead to an increase in violence against women and girls.”

“The United Nations must not and will not tolerate sexual or other abuse by any staff – civilian, military or humanitarian,” he told the meeting, which was scheduled to hear from some 40 participants.

“The world can no longer afford to neglect the abuses to which women and girls are subjected in armed conflict and its aftermath, or to ignore the contributions that women make to the search for peace,” Mr. Annan said. 

Pointing to the beneficial nature of boosting the role of women, the Secretary-General told the Council, “Just as your work can promote gender equality, so can gender equality make your work more likely to succeed.” 

* * *

CAR


28 October – Reacting to the latest flare-up of clashes in the Central African Republic (CAR), United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for an immediate end to the violence and urged support for an international force planned for the country.

“The Secretary-General reiterates his condemnation of any attempt to take power by force of arms and calls on the insurgents to lay down their weapons,” a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement voicing deep concern about the armed confrontation which broke out last Friday between insurgents loyal to the former Chief of Staff and CAR government forces. 

The Secretary-General called on the international community “to provide urgently the logistical and other assistance” needed to deploy to the CAR the Inter-African Observation Force agreed to by the leaders of the Economic and Monetary Community of Central African States at their summit earlier this month in Gabon, the spokesman said.

Set to be comprised of 300 to 350 troops, the Force will draw troops from Gabon, Cameroon, the Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea and Mali. Its three main tasks are ensuring the safety of the CAR’s President, participating in the restructuring of the country’s armed forces, and ensuring security on the border with Chad.

* * *

Moscow

26 October – Reacting to the end of the hostage crisis which has rocked Moscow in recent days, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned the terrorist practice and extended condolences to all those affected. 

“The Secretary-General is deeply relieved to learn of the ending of the hostage situation in the Melnikov Street Theatre in Moscow,” a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement released in New York. 

Recalling a Security Council resolution adopted on Thursday which demanded the immediate release of all those held captive in the theatre, the statement stressed that the taking of hostages is “a heinous act of terrorism which cannot be justified by any circumstance,” adding that action taken in the Russian capital “has ended this unconscionable situation.” 

The spokesman said the Secretary-General “mourns for those whose lives were lost” in the Moscow incident, and extends condolences to the families of the victims, to Russia, and to other nations whose citizens died.

* * *

DR of Congo

28 October – The fragile peace process in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is in danger of being reversed because of the recent military offensive against Uvira and other key locations in the eastern part of the country, according to a report by Secretary-General Kofi Annan released today.

In his report to the Security Council on the work of the UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC), Mr. Annan urges all parties to cease hostilities and take advantage of the positive atmosphere and opportunities created by recent diplomatic initiatives.

Noting that violence and abuses in the Ituri region have worsened in recent months, he voices hope that the establishment of a Joint Pacification Commission for the area would serve to restore peace and stability to that troubled region.

Mr. Annan calls for an end to the “current culture of impunity that exists in many parts of the country.” Referring to the arrests of three persons in Luanda, Brazzaville and Kinshasa indicted by the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, the Secretary General stresses that “those responsible for serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian law must be held accountable.”

The Secretary-General also condemns threats and harassment against UN staff, including those working for Radio Okapi. “The instigators of the latest incidents in Kisangani and elsewhere in the DRC bear responsibility for such acts and must understand that, in order for peace and normalcy to return, the safety and security of UN personnel must be guaranteed,” he writes.

Meanwhile in Pretoria, Mr. Annan’s Special Envoy, Mustapha Niasse, continued discussions over the weekend on an acceptable political transition with representatives of the Government of the DRC, the Movement for the Liberation of the Congo and the Congolese Rally for Democracy-Goma.

The Envoy said while he remained optimistic about the ongoing talks, many key issues still require further discussions by the various parties.

* * *

Kosovo


28 October – Following a deadly attack which marred an otherwise peaceful climate as elections were held in Kosovo over the weekend, United Nations police in the province are holding a suspect in connection with the murders, a spokesman for the world body announced today.

The polling on Saturday “proceeded without any incidents of election-related violence,” but on Sunday, the calm was shattered when the President of the Municipal Assembly in Suhareke/Suva Reka, Uke Bytici, and two other people were shot dead in that municipality.

“UN Police have a suspect in custody and are continuing their investigation into the killings,” spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters in New York. “At this time, it is unclear whether the killings were politically motivated, or whether any other people besides the suspect in custody were involved.”

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Michael Steiner, on Sunday denounced the killings as “an appalling act of calculated murder,” and extended his condolences to President Ibrahim Rugova. 

Early returns from Kosovo’s municipal elections show that an estimated 54 per cent of all registered voters, including nearly 58 percent of people voting inside the province itself, cast ballots. Final results are expected by 2 November.

* * *

Liberia

28 October – Pointing out that Liberia has allocated half of its annual national budget to defence and security requirements, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says this is an indication that no relief is in sight for the ongoing conflict which has maimed, killed and displaced thousands in the country.

“The recent crisis in neighboring Côte d’Ivoire, which already hosts a huge Liberian refugee population, is likely to complicate the security situation in the subregion,” the Secretary General notes in a report to the Security Council released today based on information provided by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the Government of Liberia as well as the UN Mission in Sierra Leone on links between members of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) and the Liberian Government.

By a resolution adopted last year, the Council had requested Monrovia to expel all RUF members from Liberia, freeze funds that could be linked to RUF and cease all financial and military support for the group.

Urging the Council to remain engaged in helping Liberia and its people, Mr. Annan calls attention to the broader implications of stability in the country. “Peace in Liberia is vital not only for efforts to an end to the suffering of the Liberian people but also to help consolidate the important gains made in Sierra Leone within the wider framework of promoting sustainable peace and security in the subregion.”

He says solutions to Liberia’s multiple challenges could not be found through military means and welcomed the recent establishment of the International Contact Group on Liberia, the continuation of the Rabat process and the reaffirmation by the Security Council of its support for initiative ECOWAS as useful moves to finding an early solution to the country’s conflict.

The Secretary General also welcomes the Government’s indication that it is prepared to engage in dialogue with dissidents of the Liberians United for Reconstruction and Democracy (LURD) as long as they agree to stop fighting.

* * *

Myanmar


28 October – Wrapping up a 10-day fact-finding mission to Myanmar, a United Nations expert today urged the country’s authorities to allow a credible investigation of allegations that the military and armed groups committed widespread human rights violations in ethnic minority areas.

Calling in particular for a probe of charges relating to sexual violence in Shan State, Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, the Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Myanmar, proposed that the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) consider allowing an adequate presence of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) “in all conflict areas” of the country.

“The ICRC could then assess the humanitarian situation on an on-going basis, report confidentially to the authorities and work out with them appropriate measures to ensure the security and protection of the civilian population wherever needed,” Mr. Pinheiro said.

He also called for a probe of the alleged forced conscription of child soldiers in Myanmar. 

During his stay in the country, which began on 17 October, the Special Rapporteur met with a number of senior officials as well as members of the governmental Human Rights Committee. Mr. Pinheiro also visited the Insein Central Prison, where he confidentially interviewed over a dozen inmates, including several recent political prisoners and those whom he had met during his previous visit to Myanmar in February. 

In addition, the Special Rapporteur met with leaders of the opposition National League for Democracy (NLD), as well as representatives of other political parties, the UN country team, the diplomatic community, international civil society organizations, the international and local business community, as well as religious leaders and recently released political prisoners. 

The Special Rapporteur travelled to a several different parts of the country, meeting with civilian and military authorities, visiting police offices and lock-ups, and interviewing prisoners. He said he received “full cooperation” from the Myanmar Government, and plans to report his findings to the UN General Assembly on 6 November.

* * *

Horn of Africa

28 October – Responding to widespread losses of staple crops in countries of the Horn of Africa, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today launched an urgent appeal to provide emergency relief aid to the region, where more than 12 million people are threatened with starvation in the coming months.

WFP Executive Director James Morris said over 2 million people in Eritrea, or about 60 per cent of the country’s population, will be affected by drought, while about 10 million people will need food aid in neighbouring Ethiopia.

He also warned that if the October rains stop suddenly, up to 14 million Ethiopians will require urgent assistance.

“These figures are large and dramatic and the international community should take notice,” Mr. Morris said. “If donors respond quickly, we can help avoid an immense human tragedy there.”

He said that without immediate help, a “devastating wave of human suffering and death” could come as early as next year.
* * *

DPRK


28 October – While the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) can expect better crop yields this season, about 6.4 million people in the country will still require outside food assistance to survive in the coming year, two United Nations agencies reported today.

A new assessment carried out by the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP) calls for mobilizing 512,000 tonnes of food aid to cover the anticipated food deficit facing the country’s vulnerable people.

The agencies document a “small improvement” in domestic food production, thanks to favourable rains, internationally provided fertilizer and pesticides, and the mobilization of resources for agriculture. At the same time, they caution that this recovery still leaves the country “well below the minimum food needs” to survive without external aid.

“The food deficit in DPR Korea remains in excess of 1 million tons each year since 1995,” the report states. “To deal with this chronic food shortage, it is recommended that in addition to providing urgently needed food aid, the Government and the international community enter into a policy dialogue to set an enabling framework to mobilize the economic, financial and other assistance needed to promote sustainable food production and overall food security.”

The report is based on the findings of a joint FAO/WFP crop and food supply assessment mission which visited the country from 24 September to 5 October.

* * *

Saudi Arabia


28 October – Saudi Arabia is achieving progress in the legal arena, but more must be done to ensure the application of due process in the country, a United Nations expert said today following a weeklong mission to the country.  

Speaking to reporters in Riyadh, the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, Dato’ Param Cumaraswamy, cited a number of positive developments, including plans by the Government to ratify key human rights treaties. The Saudi legal system is being reformed, including through the adoption of a new criminal procedure code on the rights of the accused which marks “an important step in the regulation of the administration of justice.”


While noting that Saudi law provides an independent judiciary, the Special Rapporteur voiced concern about its application. “I have learned that there is some resistance on the part of some judges to the presence of lawyers in their courts due to a perception that they interfere with the ability of the judge to ensure that justice is done in a particular case,” he said, adding that some prosecutors reportedly feel that lawyers interfere with their ability to investigate. 

“There has not been a culture of legal representation in the courts, but this may soon be rectified,” he observed, encouraging the Government to continue its efforts to regulate and improve the qualifications of lawyers without in any way impinging on their independence.

He expressed concern about a number of conditions, including the lack of compliance with certain international standards of due process, particularly with respect to the right of arrested or detained persons to be promptly brought before a court. “I am also concerned about the frequent reliance on confessional evidence before the courts to prove an offence,” the expert said.


Noting that about half of all law graduates are women who often do not progress to the practice of law, he recommends that more women be encouraged seek admission to the legal profession and practice before the courts. 

While in Saudi Arabia, Mr. Cumaraswamy met with numerous officials, including ministers, judges, prosecutors, lawyers, those involved in legal education and representatives of the prison service. He voiced appreciation to the Government for facilitating the mission, saying the authorities were “open to my questions and willing to share information concerning the operation of their judicial system.”

The Special Rapporteur’s full report will be presented to the UN Commission on Human Rights in March.

* * *

Economic development


28 October – While the expansion of economies has helped millions of people to raise their standard of living, it will not suffice to tackle global difficulties, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today, urging broader efforts to reach international development goals.

“Economic growth, by itself, is not enough to respond to the problems of a world plagued by hunger, pollution and other ills,” Mr. Annan said in a message to the Dubai Strategy Forum. “To move forward, we need not only networks for growth, but also networks for development – balanced development that takes into account the wider social, cultural and political aspects.”

Emphasizing the importance of social progress, he pointed out that healthy and educated individuals “are far more able to contribute to the well-being and advancement of their societies” than those who are disadvantaged.

The Secretary-General recalled that two years ago, world leaders meeting at the UN adopted Millennium Development Goals which establish clear targets for a range of urgent imperatives, such as achieving universal primary education and promoting gender equality. “Without more concerted action in these areas – without the full development of a country’s human resources – development will not take root, and economic growth will not be sustained,” he warned.

Mr. Annan hailed the meeting’s participants – who gathered from across the region – for coming together “to forge partnerships for progress because you realize that as global interdependence deepens, and as trade and communications stitch the human family more closely together, rising to these and other challenges requires a greater sense of shared responsibility and global citizenship.”

He also cautioned that “efforts to promote regional integration and cohesion should not come at the expense of openness to ideas and influences emanating from other regions.” All people, he added, “need to be confident that human rights will be respected and protected, that the institutions of State are effective and accountable, and that there are mechanisms for the peaceful resolution of differences.”

Stressing the need for united efforts by businesses, civil society groups, academic institutions and international organizations such as the UN, he said, “together, we can defeat the poverty and insecurity that disfigure so many lives” and pledged to work with all concerned in that endeavour.

The Secretary-General’s message was delivered by Mervat Tallawy, the Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

* * *

Joseph Garba

28 October – In a tribute to the memory of Joseph Garba, the distinguished Nigerian diplomat who once served as President of the United Nations General Assembly, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said that the world had come closer to the vision of the late Ambassador.          

“Africa and the world are no longer held captive by a power struggle not of their own making. South Africa’s multi-racial, multi party democracy has become an inspiration to the world. And the United Nations functions with greater freedom and flexibility than ever before,” Mr. Annan said at a memorial service held in New York to honour the memory of the Nigerian Ambassador, who died in Abuja on 1 June at the age of 58.

When Joseph Garba was President of the General Assembly in 1989, “the cold war was still in its final throes, Nelson Mandela was still in prison and apartheid had yet to be dismantled,” the Secretary-General said.

He added that Mr. Garba drew from his years of experience as a leading figure in the international movement for majority rule in South Africa and the chairman of the UN Committee against Apartheid to face the challenges of that time, leading the General Assembly “with aplomb and authority.”

Recalling the pre-majority rule South Africa, the country’s Permanent Representative to the UN, Dumisani Kumalo, said Mr. Garba effectively used the world body as a potent weapon for fighting against apartheid. “When the United Nations finally declared apartheid as a crime against humanity, its proponent realized that they had met their match in Joseph Garba,” Mr. Kumalo said.

The President of the Security Council, Ambassador Martin Belinga-Eboutou of Cameroon, said the late Nigerian diplomat had devoted his skill energy to forging peaceful relations among nations. He added that Mr. Garba’s skills would have been very useful at this time to resolve the border disputes between Nigeria and Cameroon.

For his part, the current President of the General Assembly, Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic, said Mr. Garba would perhaps be best remembered “for his untiring and relentless efforts to champion the cause of South Africa against apartheid.” Mr. Kavan also recalled that the Assembly had adopted the Convention on Rights of the Child while the Nigerian Ambassador served as President.
* * *

Disabled persons

28 October – Concluding the Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled People, a United Nations-backed meeting held in Japan today adopted a wide-ranging regional framework for action to integrate the concerns of disabled persons into development programmes.

The Biwako Millennium Framework for Action, which incorporates the Millenium Development Goals adopted by world leaders meeting at the UN in 2000, addresses such issues as access to public transport, information, education, training, employment and regional cooperation – all with special emphasis on the needs of women and children, according to the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).

About 400 million of the world’s 600 million persons with disabilities live in Asia and the Pacific region, 40 per cent of them living in poverty, ESCAP said. Less than 10 per cent of children and youth with disabilities have access to of education, compared to 70 per cent of their non-disabled counterparts in the region.

The meeting, which was attended by 300 people from 27 countries, including representatives of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and UN agencies, reviewed the achievements of the last ten years, including a growing awareness of the special challenges faced by persons with disabilities.

Participants also agreed to launch a new decade under the theme “Towards an inclusive, Barrier-free and Rights-based Society for Persons with Disabilities.”

 “What we want is neither charity nor handouts but appropriate education, a chance for rehabilitation and a place to work,” said Satoshi Fukushima, a university professor who is deaf and blind, communicating in “Finger Braille,” a method invented by his mother. 

ESCAP’s Executive Secretary, Kim Hak-Su said that while a tremendous progress had been made in improving the welfare of persons with disabilities, more still needed to be done, and pledged his Commission’s full efforts towards this end.

* * *

Ombudsman 

28 October – A new United Nations Ombudsman office established to foster conflict resolution at the workplace is now operational. 

Serving as the Organization’s first Ombudsman, former Jamaican Ambassador Patricia Durrant will assist in resolving problems in the workplace by being an open, readily available and confidential source of support for staff at all levels. 

As part of this effort, Ms. Durrant’s office has set up a website at www.un.org/ombudsman explaining the work of the Ombudsman, offering tips on conflict resolution, and providing a channel for confidential communications.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Cloud" ��The Indian Ocean Experiment and the Asian Brown Cloud (Link)


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Prize" ��Asia Pulse - Europe's top environmental prize awarded to German cos�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Corals" ��XINHUA  - World's corals facing another worrying year: report� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Lake" ��BBC - Lake level fuels climate  concern 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Kyoto" ��Reuters - UN climate meet in India divided over Kyoto pact�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Canada" ��Reuters  - Provinces Grumble as Canada Pitches Kyoto Treaty
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