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UNEP Project to Integrate Environment into Afghanistan's Development Strategy 



From UN Environment ProgrammeTuesday, October 28, 2003KABUL/NAIROBI, 28 October 2003 - At the request of the Transitional Islamic Government of Afghanistan, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), together with the European Commission and the Ministry of Irrigation, Water Resources and Environment (MIWRE), today announced a ?4.27-million programme to promote good environmental governance and to support the rehabilitation of the country's environment. 

The two-phased project, largely funded with ?3.75 million from the European Commission, will address the key environmental intervention priorities inscribed in the National Development Budget of the Government of Afghanistan. These interventions aim to address many of the institutional recommendations contained in UNEP's January 2003 "Afghanistan Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment" report. 

With an initial funding of ?973.000, phase one of the project was launched in Kabul today as a part of the European Commission's Public Administration Programme. The first phase will organize and build the capacity of a specialized environmental Afghan public administration.

The second phase of the programme, beginning in 2004, supported with another ?3.3 million, will further strengthen the capacity of the Ministry's Department of Environment. This phase will also address other pressing environmental needs such as the development of a protected areas network and related management plans, and the development of environmental education at the university, secondary, primary, and community levels. 

The combined 30-months' programme will strengthen the Government's ongoing commitment to incorporate environmental and sustainable development priorities into Afghanistan's National Development Framework. 

The UNEP Post Conflict Environmental Assessment found that much of the country's environment has been degraded to an alarming extent, with potentially serious implications for human health. The report highlighted the pressures that conflict, poverty and population growth have placed on freshwater, soils, forests, wildlife and other natural resources. Poor environmental management of wastes has further contributed to health risks.

"Afghanistan's natural environment is a critical asset for the future development of the country", said Minister of Environment Dr. Ahmad Yusuf Nuristani. "By strengthening the Government's ability to manage these environmental and natural resources, this project will make an invaluable contribution to Afghanistan's future." 

A healthy natural environment and the adoption of sustainable development as a guiding principle are vital to any long-term strategy for economic and social development", said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. 

"UNEP is committed to supporting efforts by the Afghan authorities to rehabilitate the country's environment - which has been devastated by over 30 years of conflict - and to promote the sustainable management of its natural resources", he said. 

"During the last decade, the Commission struggled to support efforts to protect the environment under near impossible conditions and with no functioning government partner. So today it is clear that we have reason to be optimistic as we can finally address the need to protect Afghanistan's environment. And we are proud to be able to support our government partners and welcome the continuing efforts of the UN", noted the European Commission's Head of Operations in Kabul, Jean-Francois Cautain.

The "Capacity and Institution Building for Environmental Management in Afghanistan" project will support a team of six Afghan and international experts, together with a pool of short-term experts. Located within the Department of Environment, they will train up to 45 Ministry staff and conduct training workshops for environmental stakeholders and inter-ministerial task forces.

The project will provide training and technical support in order to: 

1. Facilitate consultation, coordination, cooperation and the mainstreaming of environmental issues and projects within the National Development Framework. 

2. Improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the Department of Environment in accordance with the national restructuring process. 

3. Contribute to institutionalizing environmental impact assessment through the development of environmental impact assessment policies, procedures and legislation. 

4. Contribute to developing national environmental policy and a national environmental action plan and mechanisms for inter-ministerial coordination. 

5. Contribute to institutionalizing environmental laws and regulations by developing an environmental legal and regulatory framework. 

6. Facilitate state-of-the-environment reporting by developing environmental quality monitoring, information management, analyses and reporting.

7. Increase public awareness of environmental issues by developing awareness campaigns, public reporting, environmental education and participation in decision-making. 

8. Contribute to re-establishing linkages between national, provincial and local levels of government by developing pilot projects on provincial and local-level environmental management. 

9. Assist in implementing multilateral and regional environmental agreements by developing project proposals and strengthening legal harmonization and reporting.


For more information, please contact in Nairobi: Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information on Tel: +254-20-62-3292, Mobile: +254-733 682656, E-mail: eric.falt@unep.org or Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media on Tel: +254-20-62-3084, Mobile: +254-733-632755, E-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org, or in Geneva: Michael Williams, Information Officer, on Tel: +41-22-917-8242/8196/8244, Mobile: +41-79-409-1528, E-mail: michael.williams@unep.ch.

Information on UNEP's post-conflict assessment work in Afghanistan can be found at http://postconlict.unep.ch
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chinese official, Brazilian activist win U.N. environmental prize 

New York (dpa) - China's minister for environmental protection and a Brazilian known for fighting illegal traffic in wild animals have won the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) Prize, it was announced Monday. 

Xie Zenhua, an executive on China's Council for International Cooperation on Environment and the country's minister for environmental protection, shares with Dener Jose Giovanni of Brazil this year's award, known as the Sasakawa Environment Prize. 

Both winners will honoured by U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan on November 19 in New York and will share the purse of 200,000 dollars. 

UNEP said that Xie has worked tirelessly for decades to steer his country's fast-growing economic development in an environmentally friendly path. It said that China's economic success was due in part to Xie's efforts to tackle water and air pollution and to encourage wildlife conservation. 

One of Xie's notable successes has been to reroute construction of a natural gas pipeline to avoid a nature reserve in China that protects the world's last wild Bactrian camels. The rerouting of the pipeline cost the government 25 million dollars. 

UNEP said that Xie has been active in setting up 32 model cities, where economic growth and environment protection work hand in hand. 

Giovanni founded the National Network for Combating Wild Animal Trafficking, to save Brazil's vast wildlife resources from the global trade that supplies collectors and laboratories with exotic species. 

Among his achievements, Giovanni's network to protect wild animals involves linking police and customs officials with Brazil's corps of voluntary veterinarians who would give care to wild animals seized from illegal traffickers at airports and roadblocks and in raids. 

The illicit trade in wild animals is worth 1.5 billion dollars a year, ranking third after the illegal drug and arms trades, UNEP said. 

UNEP director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement announcing the winners of the Sasakawa Prize that the two individuals, one a government official and the other an individual working in civil society, ``have demonstrated how complex and apparently insoluble problems facing the world can be tackled''. 

``Both have shown vision, patience, pragmatism and an understanding of the need to engage and encourage numerous actors and partners if sustainable development is to be realized,'' Toepfer said. dpa tn ff 

AP-NY-10-27-03 1205EST
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

October 28, 2003 Tuesday 6:49 AM Eastern Time

Chinese, Brazilian activists share environment prize
      BODY:

      Chinese environmentalist Xie Zhenhua and Brazilian campaigner against illegal wildlife trade Dener Jose

      Giovanini are this year's co-winners of the Sasakawa environment prize, the UN environment agency said

      Tuesday.

Xie, vice chairman of the China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Development, has  been active in environmental protection in China for more than two decades, UN Environment Programme  (UNEP) said in a statement. 

      "One of Mr. Xie's most important contributions has been to persuade colleagues ... that economic growth

      without environmental protection cannot last," the statement said.

Giovanini is the founder of Brazil's National Network for Combatting Animal Trafficking, which addresses the  problem by harnessing public support and offering alternative, wildlife-related livelihoods for potential

poachers, the statement added.

      The two laureates will split the 200,000 dollar prize, which will be presented to them by UN Secretary

      General Kofi Annan on November 19.

      The UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize, sponsored by the Nippon Foundation and founded by the late

      Ryoichi Sasakawa, has been awarded annually since 1984 to individuals who have made outstanding

      contributions to the management and protection of the environment.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Hindustan Times

Chinese minister, Brazilian activist get top UN environment award Press Trust of India
United Nations, October 28 

A Chinese Government minister and the founder of a Brazilian wildlife protection group have won the top award of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the agency announced on Tuesday.

The $200,000 Sasakawa Environmental Prize will be shared by Xie Zhenhua, Executive Vice-Chair of the China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Minister of State for the Environmental Protection, and Dener Jose Giovanini of Brazil, founder of the National Network for Combating Wild Animal Trafficking.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan will present the award on November 19.

A UNEP statement said that Xie "has worked tirelessly to steer the world's most populous country and fastest growing economy on an environmentally friendly path."

Giovanini, UNEP said, founded a group "whose innovative approach to curbing illegal wildlife trafficking has become a model not only in Latin America but also for the rest of the developing world."

___________________________________________________________________________

Courrier Mail (Queensland)

28 October 2003

Prize winners
      NEW YORK: A Chinese man who has pushed environmental issues in his homeland and a Brazilian working to  curb illegal trafficking in wildlife will share the UN Environment Program's $US200,000 ($286,882) prize this      year. The UN said yesterday Xie Zhenhua of China and Dener Jose Giovanini of Brazil will receive the UNEP

Sasakawa Environment Prize on November 19 in New York.

___________________________________________________________________________

The Straits Times

CHINESE, BRAZILIAN TO SHARE UN PRIZE

UNITED NATIONS - A Chinese government official and a Brazilian will share the United Nations Environment Programme's US$200,000 (S$349,000) prize this year.

Mr Xie Zhenhua is China's Minister of State for Environmental Protection and an executive of the China Council for International Cooperation on Environment.

UNEP said one of his most important contributions has been to persuade others in China and abroad that economic growth without environmental protection cannot last. 

Meanwhile, Mr Dener Jose Giovanini of Brazil developed new ways to fight trafficking in wildlife that have become models for Latin America and the developing world, UNEP said. -- AP





________________________________________________________________________________________

The Japan Times

October 29, 2003, Wednesday

Companies urged to engage in good citizenship
      BODY:

      By KAHO SHIMIZU Staff writer

      In the wake of huge corporate scandals in Japan and the United States, companies are under pressure to be

      more socially responsible.

      The trend has fed demand for universal guidelines for firms to use in filing reports on how they are

      performing in terms of society, the environment and ethics, according to Ernst Ligteringen, head of the

      Amsterdam-based nonprofit organization Global Reporting Initiative, known as GRI.

      "It is important to have a global standard (for comparability) because the economy is (becoming)

      increasingly integrated at a global level," Ligteringen said in a recent interview in Tokyo. GRI released its              first guidelines in 2000. They were revised last year. 

      GRI is collaborating with the United Nations Environment Program to promote the guidelines, which are

      for use by any company or organization, regardless of industry sector, size or location.

      More than 328 firms in 26 countries have published reports using the Sustainability Reporting Guidelines.

      Most of their reports are available on the companies' Web sites.

      In Japan, 62 companies - including Ajinomoto Co., Nissan Motor Co., Hitachi Ltd., Sony Corp. and Shiseido Co. - have referred to GRI guidelines. The number of users in Japan doubled from last year, Ligteringen said.

      "It is not surprising that sustainability in Japan is such a pressing issue," because Japan lacks natural

      resources, he said.

      The guidelines cover three categories: economic, social and environmental performance.

      Each category has dozens of detailed indicators, including what policy a firm adopts to prevent child labor,

      what measures have been taken for energy-saving and waste management, and how a firm maintains

      compliance mechanisms to prevent corruption. The economic category overlaps financial statements.

      Companies can use any of the indicators, if not the whole package. Most of the reports published by

      Japanese firms focus on environmental activities.

      Ligteringen noted that this is because environmental issues have traditionally been an emphasis of Japanese

      firms.

      The Japanese government also pays attention. The Environment Ministry's guidelines for corporate

      environmental reports, first issued in February 2001, was modeled after the GRI standards, a ministry official  said.

      Although there are some codes of conduct set out by international organizations, including the U.N., the GRI guidelines are the first for filing reports, according to Ligteringen.

________________________________________________________________________________________

GreenBiz.Com

UNEP Launches New Initiative to Shift Investment to Sustainable Energy

Source EarthVision 

URL: http://www.greenbiz.com/news/news_third.cfm?NewsID=25895
TOKYO, Japan, Oct. 28, 2003 - Citing a deadly European heatwave and recent massive power failures in the

United States, Scandinavia and Italy, the executive director of the U.N. Environment Program, Klaus Toepfer,

said two of world's most pressing issues -- energy security and climate change -- will not be solved "by the

mindset that created them." 

"Instead of climate change we need to create the climate for change", Mr. Toepfer told more than 600 bankers,

financiers and members of the financial sector in Tokyo for the UNEP Finance Initiative Global Roundtable. In line with this year's theme "Sustaining Value," Mr. Toepfer said this change must be towards sustainable forms of energy to power the global economy. 

Noting that large centralized fossil-fueled power stations supported by large centralized distribution systems

will continue to be vulnerable, Mr. Toepfer launched the UNEP Sustainable Energy Finance Initiative aimed at

engaging the finance sector to invest in renewable energy and energy efficiency. 

Although sustainable energy technologies such as solar cells and wind generators have advanced rapidly, Mr.

Toepfer said the transaction costs and market uncertainty of many renewable energy projects has lead most

financiers to adopt a "wait-and-see" attitude, which is compounded by an overall lack of information,

experience and the tools needed to quantify, mitigate and hedge project and financial product risks. 

With support from the United Nations Foundation, SEFI will help mainstream financiers overcome these

barriers and consider renewable energy and energy efficiency as not just niche investments, but key

components of secure energy systems based on truly sustainable forms of energy. 

SEFI builds on previous efforts by UNEP's Energy Unit, which has been working with the finance sector since

the late 1990s on new approaches to financing sustainable energy in developing countries. Through various

programs, UNEP has implemented a variety of "financial catalysts" -- including seed financing and enterprise

development, financing subsidies, guarantee facilities, and financier advisory support services. 

In his launch of the new initiative, Mr. Toepfer cautioned that if the billions of dollars to be invested in new

energy infrastructure in the next two decades follows the fossil fuel "business as usual" mindset, the resulting

serious and irreparable environmental and social harm could dramatically affect the health of human societies

and economies and the ecosystems on which they depend. Further, the economic losses for climate change,

documented in a landmark 2002 UNEP Financial Initiatives study, were described by a group of major global

financial corporations as "a major risk to the global economy" and noted that "worldwide economic losses due

to natural disasters appear to be doubling every 10 years and, on current trends, annual losses will reach

almost $150 billion in the next decade." 

"For developing countries, in particular, the reliance on fossil fuels and centralized infrastructure will not serve

the vast majority of people in rural areas where the economic benefits of a modern energy system are elusive,

although the environmental costs from using low quality fuels such as dung, coal and kerosene are not", says

Mr. Toepfer. 

Nearly three billion people -- half of the world's population -- rely on these fuels for cooking and heating in

simple devices producing large amounts of indoor and local air pollution, which is linked to between 4% and

5% of the global disease burden. 

UNF president Tim Wirth said: "In many developing countries, the energy needed to drive development while

protecting human and environmental health means providing technology and services that are accessible,

affordable and clean. Renewable energy and energy efficiency are poised to meet this challenge."

________________________________________________________________________________________

IHT

A test for the Senate

28 October 2003
There is a good test of senatorial courage coming this week. For the first time, senators will be asked whether they are prepared to do something serious about global warming.

The question comes in the form of a bill by John McCain and Joseph Lieberman that would impose mandatory caps on industrial emissions of gases thought to be heavily responsible for warming the earth's atmosphere. The bill is a long shot. But it will provide the first true test of the sincerity of senators who say they care about the problem and have faulted President George W. Bush for not doing enough.

More broadly, it will also tell us whether the politics of global warming are finally beginning to catch up to the science of global warming. The science seems clear enough, and surveys suggest that the public and many local politicians are worried. But Washington hangs back, fearful of asking Americans to make the investments in cleaner fuels, cars and power plants necessary to start bringing emissions down.

This fear has been engendered in part by Bush, who remains stubbornly positioned at the rear of a parade he ought to be leading. Warning of job losses, he has opposed not only the 1997 Kyoto Protocol but even the mildest variations on that agreement. Instead, he offers research into technological fixes (fine, as far as they go) as well as a voluntary program that will allow industrial emissions to grow as long as they increase more slowly than the economy itself, which of course misses the point.

The carbon in the atmosphere, already dangerously high, is likely to stay there for a long time. Thus the name of the game is to stabilize and reduce emissions, not merely to slow their growth.

McCain and Lieberman have it right. Their plan would require energy, transportation and manufacturing companies to cut their emissions to 2000 levels by 2010.

That isn't asking a lot. According to two reputable studies, the cost would be less than $20 per family per year, and there would be no negative impact on employment. Indeed, the investments in new technologies necessary to achieve the reductions, as well as the money saved on gasoline from more efficient cars, could actually bolster the economy.

The bill also offers a range of clever economic incentives - chiefly a market-based system of emissions trading, patterned after the highly successful acid rain program in the 1990 Clean Air Act - to help industries keep the costs of compliance low.

In the Senate debate, the point will undoubtedly be made that America is under no obligation to act as long as developing countries like China increase their emissions. The truth is just the reverse: One cannot expect developing nations to do anything until the United States, the biggest polluter, takes the lead. McCain-Lieberman is a splendid chance to do so. 


__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

European Ministers' Climate Strategy Stalled 
LUXEMBOURG, October 28, 2003 (ENS) - Environment ministers failed to   agree at their council meeting in Luxembourg Monday on a single European  Union position for reducing the emission of greenhouse gases responsible for  global warming. The attempt was made to state a unified position for the   upcoming ninth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United  Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP9). 

Council President and Italian Environment Minister Altero Matteoli adjourned   Monday's council meeting due to a deadlock over two key elements of the  draft resolution setting forth the EU's position for the talks. The Presidency  said it would call an extraordinary council meeting to settle these differences   immediately before COP9. 

Italian Environment Minister Altero Matteoli (Photo courtesy Office of the Minister)

The COP9 meeting, set for Milan from December 1 to 12, is being held in Italy, which currently holds the

rotating Presidency of the European Union through December 31. 

Negotiations at COP9 will focus on measures and   projects for the reduction of global emissions in the

medium to long term. These measures include the  Kyoto Protocol, an agreement under the climate

change convention that establishes a 5.2 percent reduction in gas emissions  compared to 1990 levels. 

Monday's talks foundered on flexible measures in the Kyoto Protocol that   permit industrialized countries, such as EU member states, to gain emissions  credits by investing in reductions of greenhouse gas emissions in developing  countries not governed by the protocol. 

Italy insisted that the EU resolution state that European firms would be able to  buy greenhouse gas reduction credits directly from 2005 by linking the Kyoto   Protocol's flexible mechanisms to the European Union's new emissions trading  scheme. 

Most ministers oppose this, since EU legislation to build the link is still  distant. 

The European Commission tabled its proposal only in July; it wants a start   date of 2008 and has some support in the council. A first discussion of the  details of the plan was postponed on Monday because of the impasse. 

Italy says the European Union needs to commit to earlier linking so as to lure   Russia into ratifying the protocol and to prompt firms into a rapid uptake of   the flexible mechanisms. Denmark, Luxembourg and Spain support this view. 

The Sun sets over the Italian province of  Tuscany. Most climate scientists agree that   human emissions of greenhouse gases are  blanketing the Earth, trapping more of the Sun's heat closer to the planet than at any time

for thousands of years. (Photo courtesy FreeFoto)

The second thorny point concerns how  the EU should fund a commitment made   two years ago to provide a €350 million  (US$410 million) fund for "climate   change activities" in developing  countries. Under a gentleman's agreement during the Bonn round of  climate talks in 2001, the EU said it   would divide contributions on the basis  of 1990 emissions. 

But Spain, Greece and Portugal oppose  the arrangement. They say the finance is not destined solely for environment  projects and so contributions should not be calculated according to an  environmental indicator. 

Council sources suggest that the real reason for opposing the plan is that   their contributions to the total would be higher than under alternative funding   models, such as those generally used by the UN's Global Environment Facility  (GEF). 

For Spain, for example, it would amount to around US$36 million under the EU   plan, compared with just US$6 million under the GEF model. 

Trouble over Kyoto Protocol emissions targets is gathering in Spain. Faced   with the imminent cost of financing Spain's burgeoning greenhouse gas  emissions in the future EU emissions market, industry bosses have for the   first time questioned the consensus acceptance of the country's commitment   to limit emissions under the Kyoto Protocol and urged a renegotiation. 

In an address to chemicals industry federation Feique last week, association   president Francisco Belil argued that the protocol treats Spain unfairly in   terms of permitted emissions per inhabitant. 

Francisco Belil is president of the Spanish chemicals industry  federation Feique and vice chairman and CEO of Bayer Hispania,  S.A. (Photo courtesy Bayer Hispania)

"It is urgent that the Spanish authorities demand a  revision of the established quotas because Spain is

being asked to make a bigger effort than other   countries with unjust and unacceptable repercussions

for the economic development of our country," said   Belil, who also serves as vice chairman and CEO of

Bayer Hispania, S.A. 

Separately, Feique Vice President Juan Jose Nava said  that Spain's Kyoto commitments were "incompatible with the economic convergence of our country" with the rest of the EU. 

As chairman of the Spanish employers' federation environment committee,   Nava's views reflect the opinions of the employers' federation as a whole, a   spokesman for him told reporters. 

Under an EU "burden sharing" deal, Spain is allowed a 15 percent increase in   its emissions between 1990 and the protocol's first commitment period  2008-2012, whereas the European Union as a whole is committed to an eight  percent cut. 

For Spain, even limiting emissions to a 15 percent rise is looking very difficult.   Spain's emissions reached 32 percent over 1990 levels by 2001. 

Even so, industry calls for renegotiation seem unlikely to be taken up by the  Spanish government for fear of creating a political firestorm. Once raised at    theEU level, the issue would have the potential to lead to a complete  meltdown of all countries' commitments under the protocol. 

Two other issues were still outstanding in the draft resolution presented to   ministers on Monday. These were resolved in principle - text urging action to   promote "rapid ratification" of the Kyoto Protocol by Russia was softened to avoid sending out "unfortunate and counter-productive political messages,"  while a call for a specific framework for combating climate change after 2012  was also toned down. 

After the United States' withdrawal from the protocol when George W. Bush   took office, the Russian Federation has "an important role," said Environment   Minister Matteoli. Russia's greenhouse gas emissions are equivalent to 17.4  percent of the total needed to make the protocol legally binding. 

During an October 6 press conference October 6 to present results of the  informal consultation in preparation for COP9, Matteoli said that Italy, in the   name of the EU and as chairman, is preparing the COP9 "so as to facilitate a   positive decision from Russia." After saying it would present ratification of  the protocol to its parliament, the Duma, before the end of this year, Russia   has backed away from any commitment to ratification. Russian president Vladimir Putin has not yet committed to it. 

The European Union, which has already ratified the agreement, is eager to  secure the Russian ratification. Last week, the environment ministers of  Germany, France and the UK urged Russia to ratify the protocol, which they   said was "the only international framework at our disposal" to combat climate  change. 

In a statement, Juergen Trittin of Germany, Roselyne Bachelot of France, and   Margaret Beckett of the UK said that evidence of human induced global   warming is now "convincing" and that there is no "credible alternative" to the  Kyoto Protocol. 

Matteoli said that recent studies forecasting climate changes to 2030 show  that to limit global warming greenhouse gas emissions must be reduced by at  least 50 percent compared to 1990, much higher than the Kyoto Protocol  target of a 5.2 percent reduction. Therefore, it is necessary that more countries                    participate in the safeguarding the environment, he said, urging Russia to  ratify. 

A whole day of COP9 will be devoted to considering hydrogen as "an energy   source for the future," Matteoli said. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Global Warming: the Quadrillion Dollar Question 

MOSCOW - With solutions costing up to a mind-numbing $18,000,000,000,000,000, it is among the most expensive questions in history - "How do you stop people from causing dangerous global warming?" 

Eighteen quadrillion dollars is almost 600 times the 2002 world gross domestic product, estimated by the World Bank at  $32 trillion. If you glued 18 quadrillion dollar bills end to end, they would stretch way past Pluto. 

  Luckily, most estimates of the costs of curbing global warming by the U.N.'s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change  (IPCC) run to just hundreds of trillions of dollars over 100 years - a relative pin prick for a growing world economy. 

  But the costs of cleaning up human emissions of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide produced by factories and cars, and  of shifting toward cleaner energies such as solar or wind power, are starting to give governments nightmares. 

  "The long-term costs could be enormous," said Andrei Illarionov, an adviser to Russian President Vladimir Putin who has  backed away from previous promises to quickly ratify the U.N.'s Kyoto Protocol on curbing global warming. 

Kyoto, a tiny first step toward reining in human emissions of non-toxic carbon dioxide from fossil fuels blamed for  blanketing the planet and driving up temperatures, will collapse without Russia's approval. The United States pulled out in  2001. 

  "Maybe the money would be better spent on promoting economic growth, on ending poverty or on helping developing  nations," he told a climate conference in Moscow this month, pointing to the highest IPCC estimate of almost $18  quadrillion by 2100. 

  BUSH SAYS KYOTO COSTS TOO MUCH 

Beyond Kyoto, which runs to 2012, climate experts say quadrillions of dollars in the 21st century may hang on  interpretations of the word "dangerous." 

  At root is the 1992 U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, ratified by the United States, which aims for  "stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic (human)  interference with the climate system." 

  A heat wave in Europe this year killed about 15,000 people in France. About 1,300 died in a heat wave in India. There  were 562 tornadoes in the United States in May, more than any month on record. Was any of that caused by humans and  "dangerous?" 

  If so, humanity would have to start slashing the use of the fossil fuels, a backbone of the world economy from coal-fired  power plants and steel mills to trucks and cars. 

  IPCC chairman Rajendra Pachauri said the meaning of "dangerous" was largely a value judgment and up to governments  to define. But he also told Reuters: 

  "Scientifically, one can ask...whether the extent of sea level rise which has taken place, the damage to coral reefs, changes  in precipitation levels and impacts on water availability in different parts of the world are not enough reasons for decision  makers to decide what is dangerous?" 

The IPCC, representing a consensus among scientists, said in 2001 there was "new and stronger evidence" that people  were behind global warming. Skeptics say shifts in solar radiation, for instance, might explain rising temperatures. 

President Bush argues that Kyoto is too expensive and unfairly excludes developing countries. Another 119 countries have  ratified the treaty and fear that inaction could bring even more catastrophic costs. 

  Rising sea levels could inundate some Pacific islands and ports around the world while a warmer climate may cause  deserts, flooding, storms and drive many species to extinction. 

"We're on the way toward causing dangerous climate change," said Steven Guilbeault of the environmental group  Greenpeace. "We should act now before it's too late." 

  The IPCC says all but one scenario for climate costs - the $18 quadrillion tag - would cut world GDP by 1 percent or less  by 2050. "It has negligible impacts on the projected economic growth," the IPCC said in a report this month. 

  Even the strictest constraints would brake GDP by only 4.5 percent in 2050. Quadrillions of dollars apparently evaporate  because they start in 1990 dollars and get eroded by inflation. 

And the scenarios do not gauge benefits of averted climate change - like the possibility of not having to build Dutch-style  dykes - nor examine short-cut solutions such as sucking carbon dioxide out of the air and burying it. 

  Even if fully implemented, Kyoto would be of little help. It would cut global temperatures by only 0.15 degrees Celsius  (0.3 degrees Fahrenheit) by limiting emissions of gases like carbon dioxide - a fraction of a forecast of a global  temperature rise of 1.4-5.8 Celsius by 2100. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian

Transatlantic drift 

  Environment groups agree: at no time have Europe and the US   been as far away from each other on green policies as they are   now. Polly Ghazi investigates 

A Grand Canyon-sized gulf in policy and approach to the environment is   emerging between the US and Europe. It could be seen clearly last week when   Margot Wallstrom, the EU environment commissioner, came to London and  without provocation lambasted the US government for pressurising Russia not   to sign the Kyoto treaty, the US marine administration for sending polluted   boats to Britain to be broken up in Hartlepool, and American companies  involved in GM foods for "trying to lie to the European consumer". 

                                    It is becoming clear that President Bush and his rightwing advisers have

declared war on the environment and the world's two largest economic powers  are going in opposite directions in pursuit of growth. 

Global warming and GM foods are only the two most visible areas where the   two powers differ, but in recent months Bush has repealed key provisions of the US clean air, clean water and endangered species acts, chipping away at 30  years of environmental protection. He has also made it easier to cut down old                                growth forests. The Natural Resources Defence Council (NRDC), a leading US   environmental group, counted more than 100 anti-environment actions taken  by the US government in 2002 alone. 

The EU, by contrast, is setting its companies and consumers ever tougher,  mandatory targets to reduce pollution of any sort. In the past 15 years, it has  passed 500 environment directives and regulations on water, waste, energy, air  quality, chemicals, radioactivity, wildlife and countryside, noise, impact  assessment, financial and economic instruments, and international conventions. 

Why the deep transatlantic divide? Eileen Claussen, director of the Pew Centre  on Global Climate Change in Washington, who headed the US team  negotiating international climate change policy in the Clinton era, suggests   three reasons. 

First, the public in Europe demands that politicians respond to environmental  concerns; more so than the American public. Bush "never had an  environmental constituency going into his presidency and neither did many Congressional leaders." 

Second, she says, "rightwing lobbies, such as industry associations and  ideological thinktanks, play a very significant role in influencing policy,  probably greater than they do in Europe." 

Third, and most disconcertingly for Europeans, Claussen says: "This US  administration is different from any other in the extent to which it has  downgraded transatlantic relationships and European concerns." 

Her first point helps explain why the Bush administration can employ  "greenwash" terminology that would be savaged in Britain if Margaret Beckett,  the environment secretary, tried it. Its repeal of the key "new source review"  provisions of the US Clean Air Act, under which old power plants were required  to install pollution reduction technologies whenever they significantly  upgraded their facilities, is officially known as the Clear Skies programme. Yet,  according to US environmental magazine Mother Jones, an extra 42m tonnes                         of air pollutants will be released over US towns and cities by 2020 as a result. 

The so-called Healthy Forests initiative is Bush-speak for a new rule allowing   timber companies to log in previously protected forests. Parts of Alaska's  Tongass, one of the world's largest remaining temperate forests, are earmarked for the bulldozers. 

Although former US president Ronald Reagan was publicly derided for his  anti-environmentalism, US groups are unanimous that Bush's record is the worst  ever. Bush recently received an unprecedented F grade from the League of  Conservation Voters, which rates the performance of presidents and senior  politicians on environmental policies. Carol Browner, head of the US  Environmental Protection Agency under Bill Clinton, has described the Bush  regime as "simply the worst environmental administration ever". 

The NRDC is scathing. "America's environmental protections have never faced  a threat as far-reaching, insidious and destructive as one posed by the Bush  administration and the new [Republican-dominated] Congress," says Gregory  Whetstone, NRDC's director of advocacy. 

This time, the stakes are higher - not just for the US but for the world. "The  combination of circumstances prevailing today makes this administration  believe it can eviscerate existing legislation and simply not respond to issues  such as climate change, however much the rest of the world presses them," says                                   Claussen. "In Europe there are mandatory targets and movement towards  strategies to combat climate change, here there is nothing but stonewalling."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Kazakhs 'to save north Aral Sea' 
     BBC News Online environment correspondent in Dushanbe, Tajikistan  An ambitious plan to try to restore to health part of the shrinking Aral Sea  has been mounted by Kazakhstan. 

It involves building a massive dam to separate for ever the two distinct parts  into which the sea has now split. 

But the project has a serious downside: if it succeeds, it means the virtual abandonment of any hope of restoring the sea's far bigger southern section. 

The Aral, once the world's fourth biggest inland sea, has halved in depth and  lost 90% of its volume in 40 years. 

Kazakhstan and its neighbour Uzbekistan share the Aral's waters. With  Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, they have formed the International  Fund for Saving the Aral Sea (Ifas). 

     Raising hopes 

Sirodjidin Aslov, who chairs the Ifas executive committee, gave details of the Kazakh project at the fund's headquarters here. 

The dam, which will replace an earlier mud-built version that collapsed last  year, will be a concrete structure 12.7 kilometres (eight miles) long. 

It is being built to complete the barrier between the northern and southern parts of the sea formed by an island exposed by the falling waters. 

The dam should raise the water level to between 38 and 42 metres, a level not  seen for more than a decade. The Kazakhs hope to finish work in about four years' time. 

Mr Aslov, a Tajik citizen, said: "In eight or 10 years we hope the northern shoreline will have returned to where it used to be. The dam is a very good   idea, because it will restore the Kazakh fishing industry." 

He painted a grim picture of the entire sea's decline, from a volume of about 1,000 cubic km 40 years ago to 110 today. 

     The water level fell in that time from 53 metres to 28, and the shoreline  receded by up to 250 km (155 miles). 

The annual inflow in 1960 was 63-65 cu km, he said, but now it was about 1.5.  Yet 10 cu km were needed just to keep the sea as it was, let alone to reverse its plight. 

     The situation of the southern part of the sea he described as "disastrous". 

     Heedless cultivation 

One foreign expert told BBC News Online: "Forget the southern Aral Sea. When  the dam is built, it will get scarcely any water. But it's gone already - it's lost." 

Mr Aslov said the mineral content of the water was now up to seven times  higher than 40 years ago, with pesticides and fertilisers combining with salt to  produce "a sort of salty paste". 

The devastation of the Aral Sea, which has been called "the worst man-made  ecological disaster on the planet", dates from the Soviet era, when huge tracts  of central Asia were turned over to chemically intensive cotton farming. 

Mr Aslov said: "The impact of those days is disastrous, and most of all on  people's health. 

"In the areas nearest the sea anaemia, cancers, liver and kidney diseases and children's illnesses are all increasing. The Soviets turned the Aral Sea into  trash." 

     Afghan overture 

     Inefficient irrigation systems still consume huge amounts of water which would once have reached the sea. 

     The Syr Darya, which flows into the northern section through Kazakhstan,  provides almost all the inflow to the entire Aral. The more southerly Amu Darya contributes little more than a trickle. 

     A sixth country, Afghanistan, is now planning to join Ifas. Mr Aslov said up to 10% of the Amu Darya's flow came from Afghanistan, so it had every right to be  involved. 

     He said a regional approach was the only possible way to save even part of  the sea. 

     A British Embassy official here, speaking in a personal capacity, said: "I see no  serious prospect of military conflict in central Asia over water in the next 10  years. 

     "But unless the situation changes, I shouldn't like to commit myself   that." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Guardian (London)

October 29, 2003

Kazakh dam condemns most of the shrunken Aral Sea to oblivion: Desperate step after  water row  with Uzbeks
      BODY:

      A seven-mile dam is being built across a small northern section of the shrunken Aral Sea in Central Asia,

      which is described as the world's worst environmental disaster.

      The saline inland sea, divided between the former Soviet states of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, has been

      drying out for 25 years, since the USSR began a vast irrigation scheme drawing water from its two tributary   rivers to grow cotton and rice in the desert.

      Rescue schemes tried in the past decade have failed and one of the two rivers has ceased to flow. In some

      places the depth of water has fallen from 54 metres (177ft) to 28 metres and the retreat has left the hulks

      of ships marooned in a desert wasteland. 

      Now Kazakhstan, which relied on the sea for fish, has decided to abandon most of the sea by building a dam   to impound the waters of the second main river. It is part of a water battle with Uzbekistan, which itself  stopped the flow into the south of the Aral from the Amu-Daria.

      Tension between the two countries has been increased by a number of border incidents, and Uzbekistan has

      barred the whole of its part of the sea to visitors and aid agencies. The last outsider to visit the area said

      people who used to be fishermen and farmers now survived only on food aid in a salt desert.

      Cancer and liver and kidney failure are commonplace in adults and children. Protesters in Uzbekistan have

      been jailed.

      Kazakhstan says its river, the Syr-Daria, cannot by itself keep the whole sea alive. The water is in effect

      being wasted in the southern "dead zone".

      It is spending pounds 50m of its newly acquired oil wealth on reducing losses to the Syr-Daria from irrigation   and winter flooding. And by building a dam across what is now a narrow neck of dry land it hopes to restore  the fishery and reduce dust storms.The World Bank is helping to fund the dam.

      Five countries - Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan - use the two rivers for

      irriga tion and have done so for centuries. But the area irrigated was expanded from 6m hectares (15m

      acres) in the 1960s to 8m and the sea began to shrink. It is reduced to three separate parts, and is still

      evaporating.

      A British diplomat in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, said "There is tension now over water, within 10 years if nothing  changes there will be armed conflict."

      Sirodjidin Aslow, chairman of the International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea who has an office in Dushanbe,   is trying to solve the problem.

      "Soviet planning and the competition for water between these five states has turned the Aral Sea into

      trash," he said. "To restore the sea we need 1,000 cubic kilometres of inflow a year, but we have barely one

      tenth of that - 110 cubic kilometres - and all that is from the north.

      "The south gets only a trickle, if that. The shore line has receded on average by 250 kilometres . . .The level  of salination has increased dramatically and the waters leave behind a salt paste containing pesticides and  other minerals."

      The northern part was in better condition because there was still some river inflow and three fish species

      survived, but the south was virtually dead. All five states contribute to the fund and have signed more than

      a dozen action plans.

      Mr Aslow said: "We have a new 14-point action plan with a total of 58 projects which involve growing less   thirsty crops and we believe we can cut the water use by half with modern irrigation methods. We have to  persuade the countries involved not to use the water saved for yet more irrigation."

      An aid worker who was one of the last to visit the southern Aral region said: "The people are in a terrible

      state, drinking out of muddy ditches, which is all that remains of a once mighty river. We had a plan to

      relocate the people but Uzbekistan refused to agree and threw us out. No one has any idea what happened

      to the people we were trying to help."

      Bikes not boats are what Kazakhs now use to cross the Aral Sea, dried out by irrigation and evaporation

      Photograph: Shamil Zhumatov/Reuters

      www.grida.no/aral/aralsea/ english/arsea/arsea.htm Unep site

      www.grida.no/enrin/htmls/aral/ index.htm Aral Sea environment

________________________________________________________________________________________

Australia Broadcasting Corporation

Global warming puts tropic's animals at risk

A study has found species such as some types of tree kangaroo may become extinct in the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area if climate change continues at current rates.

The Cooperative Research Centre for Tropical Rainforest Ecology study says temperatures have already increased by 0.6 per cent globally.

The study points to a 2 per cent rise as critical for rainforest vertebrates.

Federal Opposition environment spokesman Kelvin Thomson says the study shows the Government must reexamine its stance on the Kyoto Protocol.

"What the study tells us is that climate change is happening now," Mr Thomson said.

"Unfortunately the Federal Government is not displaying any sense of urgency in tackling it. 

"They won't ratify the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, they won't put forward any alternative, they won't establish emissions trading, they won't increase the renewable energy target."


 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 The Straits Times

J.K. Rowling out to save ancient trees 

PRIVATE


Harry Potter creator J.K. Rowling wants her books printed on ecologically friendly paper. -- REUTERS

JOINS GREENPEACE CAMPAIGN
LONDON - This time, Harry Potter's creator is out to save the trees.

Having spent five books fighting the forces of darkness, Scottish author J.K. Rowling is planning to do her bit for the environment by trying to persuade her British publisher to print the next instalment of the Harry Potter series on paper that does not in any way damage ancient forests.

Rowling, the richest woman in Britain, has joined 13 other well-known British writers in supporting a campaign by the environmentalist group Greenpeace to convince British publishers to work harder at using more ecologically friendly paper. 

They have agreed with the campaign's aim of ensuring that precious, natural forests are not depleted for the sake of books.

Some, however, including Rowling's own publisher, say the industry is already highly ecologically aware and the majority of books already are printed on paper that comes from forests planted specifically for harvesting or are sustainable. -- LAT-WP 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

29 October 2003
General Environmental news

Black rhino population to increase with new programme 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - South Africa's critically endangered black rhino population will see a boost in its numbers after a new programme formed by Ezemvelo KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) Wildlife and the World Wild Fund for Nature (WWF) earlier this year. Their premise is to enter into partnerships with the private sector in order to obtain land on which to establish breeding populations of black rhino. "Partnerships, where appropriate, are the new thinking in conservation," said the Director of Conservation Partnerships and projects for Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, Derek Potter. "We are moving away from an exclusionary model, because the amount of land we have under formal conservation is limited. Therefore we are actively encouraging partnerships with private landowners. Launched officially in July this year, the project started by calling for expressions of interest from potential partners. The project is initially looking for partners within KZN. To date, 20 landowners have already expressed interest within KwaZulu-Natal, as well as one traditional authority. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng018285&dte=28/10/2003
Kenya looks to private sector in forestry conservation 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya is facing constraints in its programme to restructure and upgrade its forest cover, said to be degrading at an alarming rate, a senior government official conceded Tuesday. Environment and Natural Resources Minister Newton Kulundu, in a statement, appealed to the private sector to team up with the government in bid to afforest the country. The minister acknowledged that though the government had embarked on an ambitious reafforestation programme to plant over 80 million seedlings annually, it was facing constraints due to shortage of funds. The official said development partners would be presented with policy papers prepared by the government, focusing on areas of collaboration in environment between the government and private sector. To that end, the official said, the environment ministry would soon hold a seminar for all legislators to sensitise them on the importance of forestry conservation "so that they can pass on the message to the electorate." Kulundu said that government was also in the process of revising prices for timber in the country to market rate levels in a bid to encourage farmers to embrace agro-forestry. The move to involve the private sector in the afforestation programme comes in the wake of government sending off over 800 investigations on massive forest degradation and abuse of office

by the officials.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng018277&dte=28/10/2003
Severe drought hits northern Kenya 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - A severe drought is ravaging parts of northern Kenya's arid and semi-arid district of Isiolo, leaving an estimated 8,000 herdsmen and their families in a catastrophic situation. The hapless herdsmen, who are now converging at watering holes in the Sericho Division of Isiolo District, 250 km east of Isiolo town, are also in urgent need of relief food supplies. The herdsmen who had, at the beginning of the current dry spell, moved from their traditional grazing grounds in the Kenya/Somalia border districts, have now descended on the remaining 28 wells with their emaciated livestock. Though no human casualties have been reported, hundreds of animal carcasses that have succumbed to the drought dot the landscape, with locals estimating that they have lost over 20,000 animals. Sericho District Officer said the food situation was acute and appealed to the government to send emergency supplies to salvage the situation.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng018107&dte=27/10/2003
 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –28 October 2003

http://www11.estadao.com.br/ciencia/noticias/2003/out/27/39.htm

Brasileiro e chinês dividem prêmio ambiental da ONU 

Dener Giovanini, da ong Renctas, destacou-se no combate ao tráfico de fauna silvestre, e Xie Zhenhua, do governo chinês, por promover o desenvolvimento sustentável. 
Campinas - O diretor do Programa das Nações Unidas sobre Meio Ambiente (Pnuma ou Unep), Klaus Toepfer, anunciou hoje, em Nairobi, no Quênia, os dois vencedores do prêmio Sasakawa de Meio Ambiente 2003. O brasileiro Dener Giovanini, fundador e diretor da organização não governamental Renctas, de Brasília, divide a homenagem com Xie Zhenhua, vice presidente do Conselho Chinês para a Cooperação Internacional sobre Meio Ambiente e Desenvolvimento (CCICED) e ministro da Administração Estatal de Proteção Ambiental da China (SEPA), responsável pela nova política de desenvolvimento sustentável daquele país. 
Ambos receberão o prêmio das mãos do secretário geral da Organização das Nações Unidas (ONU), Kofi Annan, em Nova Iorque, no próximo dia 19 de novembro. E cada um ainda receberá US$100 mil. Antes de Giovanini, o único brasileiro premiado com o Sasakawa foi o seringueiro Chico Mendes, em 1990. 

“Com a divulgação do prêmio, esperamos que o problema do tráfico de animais silvestres ganhe mais visibilidade, internacional inclusive, e entre na pauta do dia do governo brasileiro”, diz Giovanini. “Acredito que falta informação às pessoas formuladoras de políticas públicas quanto à dimensão do problema, quanto ao que o país perde com este mercado ilegal, o que vai refletir nas deficiências dos órgãos fiscalizadores em relação a pessoal, estrutura e recursos para fazer um combate mais efetivo”. 

http://www.jornaldebrasilia.com.br/WebComponents/conteudo.php?Ac=NotEdi&IdEdicao=224&IdEditoria=10&IdNoticia=11

ONU premia brasiliense com cem mil dólares 

O brasileiro Dener Giovanini, fundador e diretor da organização não-governamental Renctas, de Brasília, vai receber o prêmio Sasakawa de Meio Ambiente 2003, concedido pelo Programa das Nações Unidas sobre Meio Ambiente. Seu nome foi anunciado ontem, em Nairobi, no Quênia, por Klaus Toepfer, diretor do programa. Giovanini dividirá a homenagem com Xie Zhenhua, responsável pela nova política de desenvolvimento sustentável da China.

O prêmio, acompanhado de US$ 100 mil para cada um dos contemplados, será entregue, em Nova York, dia 19 de novembro, pelo secretário-geral da Organização das Nações Unidas (ONU), Kofi Annan. Até agora, no Brasil, apenas o seringueiro Chico Mendes havia sido premiado, em 1990.

A Renctas, Rede Nacional de Combate ao Tráfico de Animais Silvestres, foi criada em 1999 por Giovanini. A ong, que recebe 150 denúncias por dia, trabalha com 11 membros efetivos e com o apoio de cerca de 900 voluntários que atuam em todo o País realizando cursos de capacitação, campanhas de educação ambiental e apoio aos órgãos de fiscalização ambiental.

27/10/2003

Brasileiro receberá prêmio da ONU por trabalho em defesa de animais 

22h14 c10bb363cbbd89157fe73571a33b1324 

O brasileiro Dener Giovanini, fundador e diretor da Rede Nacional de Combate ao Tráfico de Animais Silvestres (Renctas), vai receber um prêmio no valor de US$ 100 mil da Organização das Nações Unidas (ONU) por desenvolver projetos de educação, pesquisa ambiental e de conservação de espécies em extinção. A organização não governamental (ONG) dirigida por Giovanini também apóia os órgãos de fiscalização e controle do tráfico de animais silvestres. Novecentas voluntários, entre estudantes, professores, biólogos e veterinários promovem cursos de educação ambiental em todo o país. 

No Brasil, a maioria dos animais silvestres vendidos ilegalmente vai para o mercado externo. De 10 animais vendidos, 4 vão para países da Europa, Ásia e América do Norte. Os preferidos são araras, tucanos, papagaios e pássaros canoros. 

De acordo com Giovanini, a comercialização está concentrada nas áreas de baixa renda. “Grande parte das pessoas se envolve no tráfico de animais por causa do ganho fácil de dinheiro. Elas fornecem os animais para os traficantes porque não têm outra fonte de renda”, disse Giovanini. 

Para ele, o prêmio fará com que se amplie o trabalho que a Renctas vem desenvolvendo no país para combater o tráfico de animais silvestres. "Uma das razões que nos levaram a receber o prêmio foi a nossa maneira inovadora de trabalho, que tenta unificar as ações dos governos federal, estadual e municipal junto com as ações da sociedade civil. Somente a união do governo com a sociedade é que vai resolver os problemas sociais e econômicos”. 

O único brasileiro que recebeu esse prêmio foi o seringueiro Chico Mendes, assassinado por fazendeiros no Acre, por seu trabalho de defesa da floresta amazônica. 

Segundo Giovanini, a sociedade pode ajudar a combater o tráfico de animais. Ele recomenda que a polícia, os órgãos de defesa dos animais, organismos como o Instituto Brasileiro do Meio Ambiente e Recursos Naturais Renováveis (Ibama) e as prefeituras sejam comunicadas quando um animal for visto sendo vendido ilegalmente. Com informações da Agência Brasil. 

http://www.renctas.org.br/off-line/72ab119f3fc775e2de3cc21ab625f450#
Um ecologista brasileiro foi escolhido pela IONU para receber o principal prêmio ambiental do mundo. 

Dener Giovanini vai dividir o prêmio Unep-Sasakawa com o ministro do meio ambiente da China. Giovanini foi escolhido pelo seu trabalho no combate ao tráfico de animais silvestres. 

Ele é o segundo brasileiro a ganhar o prêmio. Em 1990, Chico Mendes foi o agraciado. 

http://www.ambientebrasil.com.br/noticias/index.php3?action=ler&id=12562

27/08/03 - Dener Giovanini
 

Dener Giovanini é ambientalista e atualmente é o Coordenador Geral da RENCTAS - rede nacional de combate ao tráfico de animais silvestres.
Participou ativamente de importantes ações ambientais no Brasil, como a fundação do Partido Verde no país em 1987 e a Eco 92 no Rio de Janeiro.
Coordenou diversos projetos de conservação ambiental e possui várias publicações sobre o tema. Foi eleito Empreendedor Social Notável pelas mais importantes instituições mundiais nesta área, a Ashoka Empreendedores Sociais e Schwab Foudation. Possui diversos prêmios e distinções pelo seu trabalho na proteção da biodiversidade brasileira.
1 - Qual o maior desafio no combate ao tráfico de animais silvestres no Brasil?
Os desafios são muitos, maior talvez seja conscientizar a sociedade brasileira de que enquanto houver demanda, haverá o tráfico de animais. Manter animais silvestres como animais domésticos é uma prática cultural do nosso povo. E é necessário mudar isso, o que leva tempo, pois desde que o Brasil foi descoberto, essa relação existe e por causa dela muitas das nossas espécies estão ameaçadas de desaparecer, como já aconteceu com muitas outras. Também não podemos nos esquecer que cerca de 40% dos animais traficados no Brasil tem como destino o mercado internacional, então precisamos fazer esse alerta também no exterior.
 

2 - As rotas, feiras e traficantes muitas vezes são conhecidos pelos órgãos e instituições que trabalham no combate ao tráfico. O que impede uma fiscalização mais eficaz?
Muitos problemas impedem uma atuação mais eficiente. O principal deles talvez seja a quase inexistência de locais para onde os animais apreendidos possam ser levados. Os Zoológicos estão lotados, os centros de triagem são poucos e quando um policial apreende um animal ele acaba ficando com um grande problema para resolver: o destino do animal. Já vi casos de policiais que ficam o dia inteiro tentando encontrar alguma instituição que aceite o animal. Essa realidade desestimula o trabalho dos fiscais. Um outro problema está nos resultados alcançados. Um fiscal faz o seu trabalho e o máximo que ele vê é o traficante pagar uma fiança de R$ 50,00 ou R$ 60,00 e ir embora. O problema está na lei, que hoje acaba favorecendo o criminoso, que na pior das hipóteses vai ser condenado a pagar algumas cestas básicas para reparar seu crime.
 Agencia de noticias de la Amazonia
CHEVRON TEXACO´S TRIAL CONTINUES   
[image: image1.png]


 

 

 

Tomorrow concludes the presentation of proofs and testimonies of witness of the trial against the Chevron Texaco oil company set by indigenous people and peasants of the Ecuadorian Amazon.  Immediately afterwards, the judge will start the verification of the environmental damages denounced.  

Testimonies  

Yesterday, the former Minister of Energy of Ecuador, René Vargas Pazzos (when Texaco operated), a plaintiffs' witness, said that the Ecuadorian State paid its inexperience regarding the control to the oil exploitation and qualified the ecological damage caused by the company as "terrible" and "criminal".    

The plaintiffs also presented as a proof a case study of 1.500 pages, made by the Environmental Protection Department of the State company Petroecuador, in collaboration with the Front of Defense of the Amazon (the plaintiffs' representative) that gathers consultations to 1.017 families, of which 957 are affected by the oil pollution.    

There are more than 600 pools of residual water; of them 207 would have been treated by Texaco.  According to the report these pools were only covered with soil.  Three meters deep perforations demonstrated that all of them have oil.   The victims say that the filtrations of the pools polluted the water of rivers and streams, destroying crops and making them sick. The document states that the consumption of polluted water caused skin affections, intestinal infections and cancer in the inhabitants of the area. Within the group studied a total of 81 people would have died of cancer. This statement is ratified with studies as the one carried out by Dr. Miguel San Sebastián, author of the report Yana Curi (Black gold) who will also witness in the trial.  

According to the Chevron Texaco, the plaintiffs have not presented substantial and believable evidence.  The vice-president of the company, Ricardo Reis affirms that the studies "don't have scientific bases, there was not any medical check. Those studies were carried out with specific intentions and, therefore, they cannot be proofs."  

Dave Rusell, expert in environmental repair will be at the trial today.  

Indigenous alert and mobilizations  

The indigenous people Siona, Secoya, Cofán, Huaorani and Kichwas remain attentive in the city of Lago Agrio while the proof period concludes. Tomorrow the human rights defender, Bianca Jagger, who already visited the area on October 8th and who declared that the environmental damages are worse than those caused by the ExXon Valdés, will join them. They all will carry out a mobilization to claim for justice in this process.  

This trial called the world’s attention.  The international media report daily news on it.  According to the Washington Post, the trial could have "important consequences for the environmental movement, the North American corporations that have business around the world and the Ecuadorians that have never had a voice in the legal system of their country."

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan submits $3.05 billion budget for UN, representing 0.5 per cent growth

*
UN should be ready to hand over Iraq Oil-for-Food scheme, Security Council told

*
UN panel on plunder of resources in DR of Congo publishes final report

*
Security Council extends mandate of UN mission in Western Sahara until January

*
UN convenes African economic summit to discuss how to avoid external shocks

*
Azerbaijan: UN rights experts deeply concerned about post-election events

*
Bosnian Serb sentenced to eight years in jail by UN war crimes tribunal

*
Five Kosovo Albanian men charged with war crimes by UN police

*
Leaders must integrate young people more closely into fight against HIV – Annan

*
UN refugee agency says more than 2.5 million Afghans have returned home

*
Green concerns to be integrated by UN into Afghan development plan

*
Over 40,000 Angolans repatriated since June, UN refugee agency says

*
UN agency deplores infanticide of girls in India; praises government for study

*
Secretary-General celebrates life of Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan

*
Five win awards in worldwide war on poverty – UN development agency

*
Greek musician Nana Mouskouri marks 10 years as UNICEF ambassador

* * * * 

UN budget

28 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today recommended a 0.5 per cent growth in the organization’s budget for the 2004-2005 biennium, including small extra expenditures on programmes for Africa, crime prevention and human rights observance, after nearly a decade of no growth.

“The budget embodies both our great hopes for the organization and our carefully considered decisions of what to do in a world of finite and limited resources,” he told the General Assembly’s Administrative and Budgetary Committee, also known as the Fifth Committee. He introduced a budget of $3.058 billion, adjusted for inflation.

While cautioning that the security of UN mission staff would require more funds than presently requested, the results-based budget reflected a major effort to align the activities of the organization with priorities agreed on at the Millennium Summit of 2000 and major world conferences, Mr. Annan said.

“The budget allocates additional resources for financing for development and the special needs of Africa. There are also modest yet necessary increases for drug control, crime prevention and human rights,” he said.

Of the 50,000 projects in the budget, Mr. Annan recommended discontinuing 900, in “the first real effort of this kind,” knowing “how difficult it is to end UN activities once they have started.” He also proposed shifting $100 million between sub-programmes and redeploying 810 posts.

The budget incorporated the results of comprehensive reviews of public information and human rights requested by the General Assembly, Mr. Annan said.

It set out changes needed to implement a new information and communications technology strategy. These included improving the United Nations web site and the use of technology to modernize the servicing of UN meetings, as well as strengthening the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA).

DESA compiles a wide range of data to facilitate intergovernmental negotiations aimed at forging unified economic, social and environmental policies.

His proposed budget also provided for more staff training, as it proposed hiring 117 new, mainly young professionals, Mr. Annan said.

He appealed to the Fifth Committee not to reduce the budget in the ways recommended by the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ), since such a shrinkage of funds could “put us under undue constraints, especially in terms of the reform effort.”

The ACABQ, comprising 16 experts nominated by their governments and elected by the General Assembly, reviews the Secretary-General’s budget proposals and reports to the Fifth Committee.

The ACABQ Chairman, Tanzanian Ambassador Conrad Mselle, introduced a report recommending a budget of $3.02 billion, achieved by cutting expenditures for secretarial staff, consultants, general operating expenses, furniture and equipment.

* * *

Iraq

28 October – The United Nations remains on schedule to transfer the running of the Iraq Oil-for-Food programme on 21 November, the operation’s chief told the Security Council today.

Benon V. Sevan, the Office of the Iraq Programme’s (OIP) Executive Director, told a meeting of the Security Council that the UN is confident it will be able to hand over, on time, the responsibility and the programme’s remaining assets to the United States-led Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) in Iraq.

Mr. Sevan said in his briefing that several outstanding matters still have to be resolved with the CPA and the relevant Iraqi authorities. He said the scheduled transfer had been hampered by the current insecurity and reduced UN staff since the UN’s headquarters in Baghdad were bombed on 19 August.

He said that the UN has been phasing down its activities in three governorates – Dahuk, Erbil and Sulaymaniyah – in northern Iraq, where it directly ran the programme. It has also been reviewing all contracts made in Iraq’s central and southern areas, where the UN’s role before the war this year was restricted mainly to monitoring the local implementation of the programme.

Since the Oil-for-Food programme began in December 1996, about $65 billion of oil has been exported by Iraq, and more than $46 billion of that amount has been spent on programme operations. The operation allowed the previous government to sell oil for food and humanitarian supplies and served as the sole source of sustenance for 60 per cent of Iraq's estimated 27 million people. The programme covers 24 sectors, including food, agriculture, electricity, water and sanitation, transport, housing and telecommunications.

At the end of his briefing today, Mr. Sevan expressed, on behalf of his colleagues, his condolences to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) over those staff killed in yesterday’s bomb attack on its headquarters in Baghdad.

“I also wish to appeal to all Member States to close ranks and condemn in the strongest terms the terrorist attacks and take all necessary measures to provide for the safety and security of all humanitarian personnel,” he said. “I also appeal to all Member States, which have not yet done so, to sign the Convention on the Safety of the United Nations and Associated Personnel.”

* * *

DR of Congo

28 October – A United Nations committee investigating the plunder of gems and minerals in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) published its final report today, listing the names of companies that did – and did not – cooperate with its work.

In a report to the Security Council made public today, the Panel of Experts on the Illegal Exploitation of Natural Resources and Other Forms of Wealth of the DRC says, “illegal exploitation remains one of the main sources of funding for groups involved in perpetuating conflict.”

The panel, in its fourth report on the subject, says, “The flow of arms, exploitation and the continuation of the conflict are inextricably linked.”

After calling for fuller disclosures of all business transactions in the DRC and recommending a plan for all international companies to “publish what you pay,” the report lists five categories of companies according to the level of cooperation they gave the investigation, and the status of their cases, ranging from “resolved –no action needed,” to companies that never responded to the panel’s previous reports.

The approximately 125 companies and individuals listed in today’s report had been named in a previous report by the panel for having contributed directly or indirectly to the conflict in the DRC.

The DRC has reserves of gems, cobalt, copper, gold, timber, uranium and coltan, a component for electronic chips in cell phones and laptop computers.

The panel also recommends increased efficiency in border control, the break-up of large state-owned mineral resource companies, effective integration of the new armed forces and the creation of a natural resources fund which would attempt to ensure that the benefits from mining go to the people of the country.

“There should be no illusion that the Congolese people will be able to carry out this colossal task on their own,” the panel says. “Without the active engagement of the international community, the chances of success will be minimal.”

The report is due to be formally delivered Thursday to the Security Council by Chairman Mahmoud Kassem of Egypt.

A section of the report which describes in detail “how exploitation of resources enables financing of arms, which in turn perpetuates the conflict,” was given to the Council on a confidential basis, according to a UN spokesman.

* * *

Western Sahara

28 October – The Security Council today extended the mandate of the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO), due to expire on Friday, until the end of next January.

The unanimous vote comes after Secretary-General Kofi Annan asked the Council earlier this month to give Morocco more time to consider a peace plan submitted in May by his Personal Envoy, James Baker, which calls for a referendum on the area’s future.

The plan was sent to representatives of all the parties involved, including Morocco, the Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de Oro (POLISARIO Front), Algeria and Mauritania.

It envisages a period of transition during which there would be a division of responsibilities between the parties before the holding of a referendum for self-determination within four or five years. Unlike an earlier proposal, the new peace plan does not require the consent of the parties at each step of its implementation.

* * *

Africa

28 October – The United Nations regional commission for Africa is holding a conference today in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, to examine how to protect African economies from external shocks.

African Finance Ministers, development ministers from across the developed world, and the heads of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank will participate at the fourth “Big Table” meeting, as it is known.

The focus of the one-day summit, convened by the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), is on how Africa’s economies can avoid suffering badly from such external shocks as commodity price fluctuations or adverse weather. It will also investigate how the World Bank and IMF can more effectively work with African countries to alleviate poverty.

ECA launched the Big Table series of summits to promote frank discussions about Africa and its economies. Past sessions have addressed strengthening the continent’s voice in ongoing international efforts to confront the development challenge, Africa’s responsibility in achieving its development goals, and mutual accountability between African governments and donor nations.

* * *
Azerbaijan

28 October – Four independent United Nations human rights experts are “deeply concerned” about information they have received that one person died, many were injured and hundreds of protesters and election workers were detained in Azerbaijan in connection with the 15 October presidential elections.

“The experts…have received information that hundreds of demonstrators have been harassed, attacked, arrested and detained by security forces, who have apparently used excessive force to disperse demonstrators, leading to the death of at least one person and to many others being injured,” said a statement issued by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR).

“Opposition leaders and journalists were specifically targeted, with many of them being arrested and detained. A number of independent election observers and polling station officials, who refused to sign vote tallies they alleged were fraudulent, also appear to have been arrested.”

The four experts – three Special Rapporteurs on freedom of expression, arbitrary executions and torture, and the Special Representative on human rights defenders – urged the Azerbaijani Government to conduct transparent and independent investigations of the allegations “in order to assess the accountability of law enforcement and security officials,” UNHCHR said.

They reminded the Government of Azerbaijan that Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights “includes the freedom to hold opinions without interference” and called on it to respect the rights to assemble and protest.

Under Article 5 of the Declaration, they added, “No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment, or punishment.”

* * *

ICTY

28 October – The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia today sentenced a Bosnian Serb man to eight years in jail for killing and torturing inmates at a detention camp.

Sitting in The Hague, the Netherlands, a three-judge panel of the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) today issued its judgement in the case against Predrag Banovic.

Mr. Banovic pleaded guilty in June to one charge of crimes against humanity after he reached a plea agreement with prosecutors, who dropped four other charges. The prosecutors and defence recommended Mr. Banovic receive an eight-year jail term during a pre-sentencing hearing last month.

The trial’s presiding judge, Patrick Robinson, said that Mr. Banovic was a security guard at the Keraterm detention camp in Bosnia and Herzegovina’s northwest in 1992.

The trial chamber said camp detainees had “suffered brutal, inhumane and degrading conditions during their confinement, in addition to humiliation, harassment, physical and psychological abuse.” Many detainees were killed and others were severely beaten.

Judge Robinson stated: “The Trial Chamber has found that the Accused abused his position while on duty at the camp, mistreating and humiliating detainees in total disregard of human life and dignity.”

Mr. Banovic will be credited with the 716 days he has already spent in custody in a detention unit in The Hague. He will remain in the Tribunal’s custody until arrangements for his transfer to a jail in another state have been finalized.

In other news, the Tribunal’s President, Judge Theodor Meron, has granted Milan Simic’s request for an early release from his prison term, the UN court announced today.

Mr. Simic, who was president of the Bosanski Samac Assembly from May 1992 to June 1993, will be released on 3 November. He had been sentenced to five years in jail in October last year after pleading guilty to two counts of torture as crimes against humanity.

* * *

Kosovo

28 October – United Nations police arrested five Kosovo Albanian men Monday on charges they had committed war crimes during the 1999 conflict in the region, the UN mission in the province said today.

A spokesman for the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) told a press briefing in Pristina that police arrested the men in the town of Kacanik early Monday. Their names have not been released.

Spokesman Neeraj Singh said the five have been charged with “war crimes-related charges, which relates to actions against (the) civilian population during the armed conflict of 1999, and details of that we cannot disclose until we have further information from the investigation.”

The spokesman said the operation to arrest and charge the men was led by the Kosovo Department of Justice’s Central Criminal Investigation Unit, and was not related to investigations being conducted by the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, which is based in The Hague, the Netherlands.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

28 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called on national leaders to integrate the group most vulnerable to HIV/AIDS infection – young people – more fully into the worldwide fight against the pandemic.

“National leaders must make programmes for young people a priority,” he said yesterday in a message to the second annual YouthAIDS benefit gala in New York. “We must maximize the participation of young people in prevention and care. We must work for a massive increase in education programmes and services for young people – especially for girls, orphans and other vulnerable children.”

Half of today’s new HIV infections are among the young, but young people also have been at the forefront of successful prevention programmes, he said.

“Wherever they have been empowered with the knowledge, skills and means to protect themselves, they have succeeded in battling HIV. They can bring to their peers convincing messages about safe sexual behaviour. And, in the most affected parts of the world, young people are compassionate and responsible caregivers to sick patients,” he said.

In a video message Sunday to the 11th international conference of people living with HIV/AIDS, Mr. Annan said the people who were affected had learnt that treatment had to be part of any successful response to AIDS and had shown how effectively they could devise and carry out strategies for prevention and care.

The people living with AIDS also had stood up admirably as “leaders in the struggle against stigma, silence and discrimination,” he told the conference in Kampala, Uganda.

“The good news is, governments are starting to understand all this, too,” Mr. Annan said. “All governments have now declared their commitment to engaging people living with HIV/AIDS as full partners in their struggle against it.”

* * *

Afghanistan

28 October – The United Nations refugee agency announced today that more than 2.5 million Afghans have returned to their homeland since a repatriation programme began in March last year.

At a press briefing in Geneva, a spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said the number of people returning from Iran has just passed 600,000. The agency said the number returning from Pakistan topped 1.9 million today.

Spokesman Kris Janowski said most refugees returned to central and northern Afghanistan, but that about a quarter of them remained in the country’s west, which borders Iran. UNHCR estimates about 1.1 million refugees remain in camps inside Pakistan, and another 1 million live in Iran.

UNHCR’s representative in Pakistan, Hasim Utkan, described the current period as “especially rewarding” given the volume of refugees who left Afghanistan for Pakistan since 1979. “This has been a tremendously exciting time to be here,” he said.

The pace of returning refugees has slowed down, as UNHCR expected, with the imminent arrival of winter in Afghanistan. The agency supplies returning refugees with transport, a travel grant, food, relief items and the opportunity to take part in a shelter programme.

UNHCR organized the repatriation scheme in concert with the Governments of Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan, and it ends in 2005.

* * *

Afghanistan

28 October – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced a €4.27 million (euro) scheme to support the rehabilitation of Afghanistan’s environment and integrate green concerns into the country’s development.

The two-stage, 30-month project, launched in the capital Kabul today, will strengthen the Afghan Government’s Department of Environment and try to ensure that key environmental priorities are met during the country’s post-conflict development.

The project is largely funded by the European Commission, and is organized with Afghanistan’s Ministry of Irrigation, Water Resources and Environment.

An environmental assessment by UNEP found that years of war had left the environment so degraded that it posed serious risks for human health.

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said today “a healthy natural environment and the adoption of sustainable development as a guiding principle are vital to any long-term strategy for economic and social development.”

Afghanistan’s Environment Minister, Dr. Ahmad Yusuf Nuristani, said the project would strengthen the government’s ability to manage its natural resources.

* * *

Angola

28 October – A recent return of 125 refugees brings to more than 40,000 the number of Angolans who have returned home since organized repatriation efforts began in June, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today.

Nearly half of those who have returned to date have come from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), a spokesman for the agency said in Geneva. Zambia is close behind with nearly 17,000 returns, followed by Namibia with more than 3,000.

“The pace of returns is now slowing down with the arrival of the rainy season in some parts of the country,” spokesman Kris Janowski told a press briefing. “UNHCR offices in Angola, the DRC and Zambia are assessing the feasibility of continuing the repatriation during the rainy season.”

The planting season has already begun in some countries hosting Angolans, and some refugees prefer to remain longer where they are and return in 2004 after the harvest, he added.

* * *

India

28 October – The ratio of girls to boys in India has shown a shocking decline in the last decade due to the elimination of girls by sex-selective abortion and infanticide, practices that must end, the head of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) said.

UNFPA Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed Obaid also applauded the courage of the Indian Government in addressing the grave violations of national laws prohibiting sex selection. The data showed that the girl-to-boy ratio had dropped to fewer than 800 per 1,000 in some parts of the country.

“These findings reveal an alarming trend, which must be addressed,” Ms. Obaid said yesterday. “Discrimination against girls anywhere in the world is a social ill and human rights violation, which must be stopped. Girls, like boys, deserve equal love, equal opportunity and equal rights.”

The data were released in a booklet, Missing: Mapping the Adverse Child Sex Ratio in India. They were compiled by India’s Registrar-General and Census Commissioner, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and UNFPA. The booklet was launched in India by Health Minister Sushma Swaraj.

According to the booklet, “one of the significant contributors to the adverse child sex ratio in India is the practice of elimination of female foetuses.” It also notes, however, the killing of newborn girls.

“The girl child is killed by putting a sand bag on her face, or by throttling her,” a mother is quoted as saying. “It is not a rare phenomenon; it happens without any hindrance.”

The publication notes a national decline from 945 to 927 in the number of girls per 1,000 boys aged 0-6 between 1991 and 2001 and a “grave” situation in states like Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat, where the ratio has “drastically declined” to fewer than 800 girls for every 1,000 boys.

The ratio is also low in certain districts, including the South West District of Delhi, which are “amongst the most prosperous in the country,” the booklet said.

Commending the Government’s investigation, Ms. Obaid said: “It takes courage to move beyond denial and actively confront gender discrimination. Leadership is critical to progress for girls’ and women’s rights.”

* * *

Aga Khan

28 October – Secretary-General Kofi Annan tonight paid tribute to Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan at a memorial ceremony in New York for the prominent international civil servant.

Prince Sadruddin served the United Nations with distinction, most notably as the youngest and longest-serving UN High Commissioner for Refugees (1965-1977), and later as Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq and Afghanistan, Mr. Annan told the memorial service.

“Blessed with a unique grasp of multicultural complexities, Prince Sadruddin played an outstanding role as mediator, facilitator and leader. By focusing on the protection of refugees, he represented the moral and compassionate side of the international community,” Mr Annan said.

The Secretary-General described Prince Sadruddin as “cosmopolitan and compassionate, caring and charismatic,” and offered his condolences to Prince Sadruddin’s wife, Princess Catherine Aleya Aga Khan, and the rest of his family.

Prince Sadruddin died on 12 May in Boston after a long illness. He was 70 years old.

* * *

Poverty eradication

28 October – Three organizations focusing on responses to the HIV/AIDS crisis are among five groups which have won awards for creating successful grassroots programmes to combat poverty in their countries, the main United Nations agency responsible for development activities said today.

People heading effective anti-poverty organizations are nominated by the country offices of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) as outstanding contributors to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), UNDP said. The MDGs, taken together, are designed to halve extreme poverty worldwide by 2015.

This year’s three winners focusing on HIV/AIDS are Founding Executive Director Helen Ditsebe-Mhone of the Coping Centre for People Living with HIV/AIDS in Botswana; Founding Executive Director Jimmy Bhojedat of Guyana’s Lifeline Counselling Services and founder Achmad Ramadhan of Indonesia’s Centre for Information and HIV/AIDS Counselling, according to UNDP.

The other two winners, serving in economic areas, are Bulgarian Economy Minister Lydia Shouleva and the new Jordanian Minister of State and government spokesperson Asma Khader, who founded Jordan’s National Network for Poverty Alleviation.

Since 1993, the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty has been 17 October and since 1997 the award ceremony has taken place close to that date to increase public awareness of poverty eradication activities.

Ms. Ditsebe-Mhone left the management of one of Botswana’s leading hotels when she tested HIV-positive, went public about her diagnosis and founded the Coping Centre to battle the stigma attached to the disease. The centre also provides services to many others who are affected, the agency said.

Mr. Bhojedat expanded his organization, which at the outset served 70 people living with HIV/AIDS, to one now serving 40,000 people. He also supervises 150 counsellors and 1,000 educators, including 190 youth-peers, UNDP said.

Mr. Ramadhan, an Islamic preacher, challenged cultural traditions by speaking publicly about HIV/AIDS in a community that considered the topic taboo. His centre now works with 50 Islamic organizations to raise awareness about the disease and to mobilize volunteers in the effort to teach prevention. “He has directly helped more than 10,000 people and indirectly reached more than 100,000,” UNDP said.

Lawyer, writer and human rights activist Ms. Khader, before her appointment this week as a minister of state, had linked representatives of ministries, national commissions, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), as well as individual activists, into a productive network combating poverty, UNDP said.

Minister Shouleva created a programme, From Social Assistance to Employment, that has found public works jobs for 80,000 previously unemployed Bulgarians. The programme includes literacy classes and vocational training and gives tax breaks to corporations investing in low-income regions, UNDP said.

She also incorporated the MDGs into her country’s first comprehensive National Strategy for Poverty Eradication and Social Inclusion, it said.

* * *

Goodwill Ambassador

28 October – Greek singer and songwriter Nana Mouskouri has put in 10 years of tireless work as a global goodwill ambassador for the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the world’s leading advocacy organization for youngsters said today.

“Nana’s tireless work, the hundreds of acts of kindness and generosity she has made on behalf of children everywhere over the last 10 years is proof that one person can make a difference,” said UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy. “We are profoundly grateful to Nana for her remarkable achievements and contributions.”

UNICEF said Ms. Mouskouri had carried her fundraising and her advocacy for a better future for children to Australia, Mexico, Chile and North America, as well as several countries in East and West Europe.

“She appeals to her audiences in concerts, television and press interviews to support UNICEF’s programmes for children. She has also made generous financial contributions to projects in Guatemala, Kenya, Uganda and Viet Nam,” the agency said.

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Farhan Haq, Information Officer in the Office    of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Michéle Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly  President.

           Good afternoon.

           **UN Budget

           The Secretary-General this morning presented the UN budget for the years 2004 and 2005 to the Fifth

     Committee of the General Assembly, telling the Assembly’s budgetary committee that the document put forward today   delivers on the promise to better align United Nations’ activities with priorities.

           He said that he was presenting a $2.9 billion budget, before recosting, an amount which reflects an increase of  just one half of 1 per cent, or $15 million, over the previous biennium.  Taking inflation and currency fluctuations into  account, the two-year budget totals just over $3 billion.

           The budget projects a net increase of 117 new posts, mainly, the Secretary-General said, to revitalize the UN  Secretariat’s ranks of junior professionals, and it proposes the additions of two new Assistant Secretaries-General, for  Economic and Social Affairs and for Humanitarian Affairs.

           Meanwhile, he said, the budget allocates additional resources for financing for development and for Africa’s   special needs, as well as for work on drug control, crime prevention and human rights.  At the same time, it calls for   the discontinuation of many activities that have been deemed to be obsolete or of marginal utility.

           The Secretary-General said that he is still analysing the recommendations made by the Independent Panel on   the Safety and Security of UN Personnel in Iraq, and asserted that even an initial review indicates that significant   increases in resources will be needed if the United Nations is to protect its staff.  “And, of course, this will also have  global implications”, he said, “because we will be reviewing our security requirements globally.”

           We have copies of his remarks upstairs.  (See also Press Release SG/SM/8970-GA/AB/3583).

           **Security Council

           This afternoon, the Security Council is scheduled to meet in an open meeting to adopt a draft resolution

     extending the mandate of the UN Mission in the Western Sahara until the end of January 2004.

Immediately after that, the Council will hold another open meeting to be briefed by Benon Sevan, the Executive  Director of the Office of the Iraq Programme.

           He will report to the Security Council on action taken for the termination of the “oil-for-food” programme.  His  statement, which is available upstairs embargoed until delivery, will also identify steps remaining for the United  Nations, the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) and the relevant Iraqi ministries to complete the transfer of projects,    programme assets and  related responsibilities to the CPA by 21 November 2003.

           **Lebanon

           Yesterday evening, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed-Larsen, issued   a statement in New York, strongly deploring the latest violation of the Blue Line, which had taken place earlier on   Monday.

           According to the UN peacekeeping mission in Lebanon (UNIFIL), the hostilities began with Hezbollah firing   rockets and mortars at Israeli military positions in the Shebaa Farms area.  The Israeli army then responded across   the Blue Line, using artillery and aerial bombs.

           Those events, Mr. Roed-Larsen said, underscore yet again the acute need for the Government of Lebanon to  exert full control over the use of force from its territory.  He urges all parties to exercise maximum restraint and to  respect the Blue Line fully.

           **Democratic Republic of Congo Panel

           On the Democratic Republic of the Congo, we now have available in the Spokesman’s Office copies of the final  report of the Panel of Experts on the Illegal Exploitation of Natural Resources and Other Forms of Wealth in that  country.

           The report, which has been distributed to the Security Council, outlines in detail the results of the dialogue

     held with companies and individuals listed in the Panel’s previous reports of October 2002 as having contributed, either   directly or indirectly, to the conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  These cases were either considered  resolved or sent to governments or the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).

           The report also identifies how the exploitation of resources enables the financing of arms, which, in turn,

     perpetuates the conflict.  The details of this information and the entities involved have been transmitted to the Security  Council on a confidential basis.

           Finally, the Panel provides a set of recommendations aimed at severing the link between exploitation, arms

flow and the conflict.  In particular, the Panel encourages the establishment of a mechanism to monitor compliance  with the arms embargo as per resolution 1493 and provides suggestions on how to increase transparency with regards   to exploitation of natural resources in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           The report is to be presented to the Security Council on Thursday by the Chair of the panel, Ambassador

     Mahmoud Kassem.

           **Africa

           The Economic Commission for Africa is convening a major conference on Africa's economic future, bringing  together several African finance ministers, development ministers from throughout the developed world, and the heads  of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

           The fourth "Big Table" meeting today focuses on what more can be done to protect African economies from  the adverse effects of external shocks, such as commodity price fluctuations or weather, and on how the approaches  of the World Bank and IMF can more effectively be aligned with African governments' strategies to reduce poverty.

           **Azerbaijan

           On Azerbaijan, we have a statement issued today, from five independent experts of the United Nations

     Commission on Human Rights, who said they are deeply concerned about the alleged violent quelling of

     demonstrations in Azerbaijan following the presidential elections of 15 October 2003, and, in particular, over events in   Baku on the night of the polls and on the day that followed.

           These experts have received information that hundreds of demonstrators have been harassed, attacked,

     arrested and detained by security forces, who have apparently used excessive force to disperse demonstrations,

     leading to the death of at least one person and to many others being injured.

           We have copies of that press release upstairs.

           **Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia

           Today in The Hague, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia said that Bosnian Serb

suspect Predrag Banovic, who had served as a guard at the Keraterm prison camp, had mistreated and humiliated  detainees in total disregard of human life and dignity.  The Trial Chamber sentenced him to a term of eight years’

imprisonment, beginning immediately.

           Also, the Tribunal granted the request submitted by another Bosnian Serb, Milan Simic, for early release.  He  had been sentenced to five years’ imprisonment last year, and he will be set free on 3 November.

           **Aga Khan

           This evening, the Secretary-General will attend a memorial ceremony for Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, the

former United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and will say that Prince Sadruddin was a statesman in the   truest sense of the word, who spoke up on behalf of refugees and the forcibly displaced.

           We have embargoed copies of his remarks upstairs.

           **Youth AIDS

           In a message to the annual YouthAIDS benefit last night, the Secretary-General said that such gatherings are  “living proof that we can translate a problem into a solution”.  He said that youth has been the forefront of the battle  against HIV and that the international community must do its part by maximizing the participation of young people in  prevention and care, by prioritizing programmes for youth, and by increasing education programmes.

           **UNICEF

           The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) celebrated 10 years of service by one of its hardest working and  best loved goodwill ambassadors, Greek singer Nana Mouskouri.

           We have the full text of a media release available upstairs on that.

           **Afghanistan

           The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees says that a milestone has been passed with the return of  Afghans from Iran.  More than 600,000 Afghans have returned from Iran since the repatriation programme got under  way in April 2002.

           The vast majority of Iran’s Afghans went back to central and northern Afghanistan, while a quarter remained in  the west.

           Also on Afghanistan, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) announced today that a $4 million  project in Afghanistan aimed at promoting good environmental governance and supporting the rehabilitation of the  country's environment had gotten under way with funding largely from the European Union.

           And finally, on Afghanistan, tomorrow in Moscow at 4 p.m., Antonio Maria Costa, the Executive Director of the  United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, will launch the Afghan Opium Survey for 2003.  This afternoon, we’ll try to   provide embargoed copies of a press release and possibly of the report; please contact Ellen McGuffie, at extension  3-0499 if you have questions on it.

           **UNDP

           Last, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) today presented the Arab Human Development  Report 2003 to Amr Mousa, the Secretary-General of the Arab League, in Cairo.  Mr. Moussa welcomed the work,  saying that "the direction of the report is a very important one, and the League will be studying it carefully".

           **Press Conferences

           We have no press conferences scheduled for later today.  As you are aware, the press conference that had

     been scheduled for Iyad Alawi of the Iraqi Governing Council has been cancelled.

           **Press Conference Tomorrow

           Tomorrow, there is a press conference at 11 a.m. with Jose Antonio Ocampo, the Under-Secretary-General for  Economic and Social Affairs, who will be here to brief you on the two-day ministerial dialogue which begins tomorrow  in the General Assembly on financing for development.

           And, of course, we have Michéle Montas from the General Assembly.  Do you have any questions?  Evelyn?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  I have three for you, Farhan.  First of all, can we have on the record why the Peacekeeping

     Department wanted sections of the Congo report put under wraps and not released?  Or from someone on the record of  why?  It’s highly unusual to do that.  Secondly, in Benon Sevan’s report, can someone possibly put together from what   he says or by calling him, what amount of money is going to be turned over to the CPA from the oil-for-food because   that’s been in dispute for a while?  Thirdly, can you brief tomorrow perhaps a little more closely how this entire crisis  over safety in Iraq and elsewhere is going to be handled at the Thursday meeting –- I think it’s Thursday, right, the   Executive Board? -- because I can’t get to grips with what’s happening.  We know where the problem is, but I don’t   know quite really where this is really going

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Taking your last question first, as you are aware, we continue to

monitor security conditions in Iraq, in Baghdad and elsewhere in Iraq daily, and we’re doing so right now, taking into  account the latest events, and we will try and see whether we can get someone who will be willing to speak to you  tomorrow on that, and we will try to arrange something and we will bring that request up.  In terms of the Democratic   Republic of the Congo report, the handling of the report ultimately is the decision of the Security Council, so I’ll ...

     (Interrupted)

           Question:  ... there is a recommendation from Peacekeeping or someone else from the United Nations not to   release it; the Council is deliberating on it; they’ll probably need the recommendation of the United Nations -– I want to   know why?

           Spokesman:  I don’t want to get involved in that while the Council is still deliberating on it.  Ultimately, they’re   the ones who decide how to release it, and while they’re making the decision I don’t think we’re going to say anything   in public about that.  So, in terms of an on-the-record quote, the only thing I have to say is that we will rely on the  Security Council to make the final decision, and it’s their choice ... (Interrupted)

           Question:  ... and they’re relying on you to make the final decision ... a lot of smoke and mirrors here ...

     anyway, that’s okay.

           Spokesman:  Point taken.  And the second question was what again?

           Question:  Yes, find out how much money Benon is going to give to CPA.

           Spokesman:  We’ll check that and try and squawk something after this.  As you know, the briefing takes

     place this afternoon, but we already have the notes available and we will try and interpret that for you.  [The

     Spokesman later said that the Iraq Programme expects to complete 117 projects worth $597.51 million by 21

     November, while the United Nations will hand over 159 projects worth

     $1.1 billion on that date.]

           Question:  (Inaudible) ... that’s why I am asking.

           Spokesman:  Okay.  Anything else?  Mr. Abbadi?

           Question:  A question on the budget:  the Secretary-General, since taking up his duties, has appointed

     several persons at the high level of Assistant Secretary-General, Under-Secretary-General, Special Envoys, Special   Representative -- maybe you can tell us how many have been appointed since then.  And now he is asking for 117 new  posts and two posts of Assistant Secretary-General.  How can this be reconciled with the desire of Member States to  introduce savings and economy?

           Spokesman:  It’s being reconciled by the fact that what we are trying to do is cut back on the programmes

that no longer seem relevant in the modern era.  In fact, the Secretary-General in this particular case has tried to cut  900 outputs  -- an output being the sort of products that we produce -– that he feels are no longer needed or no longer  as useful as they once had been.  So, we are cutting back on some functions, but in terms of the priorities of work that  still is necessary, he believes that we need to be able to do that to the best of our abilities, which is why, for example,  he believes that you need an additional Assistant Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs and an additional   one for Humanitarian Affairs.  And he is hoping that the General Assembly and the Fifth Committee will see it in that  light.  Yes?

           Question:  Farhan, I wonder if you have any UN updated figures on how much money was pledged in Madrid  last week?  And if you could also tell us a little bit about the significance of this meeting this afternoon between the  Secretary-General, Ayalon and Nussiebeh.

           Spokesman:  The meeting that the Secretary-General is having is with the retired Israeli Admiral Ami Ayalon  and Professor Sari Nussiebeh who are important voices in Israeli and Palestinian civil society, and I believe they intend   to provide him with an initiative, but beyond that we don’t have any comment on that.  Ultimately, the initiative that they   are presenting is something that they are responsible for, and he will be meeting them at 4:30 p.m. today.

           Question:  Is the meeting an indication that the United Nations is moving towards officially adopting the

     Geneva Declaration?

           Spokesman:  No, I don’t have any comment on that.  Of course, we have been studying all of the relevant

efforts by the parties on the ground to move towards peace, including the Geneva Accords.  And I believe, as you are  aware, the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Kieran Prendergast, mentioned the Geneva Accords in his  briefing to the Council last week as a positive development, and we’re still studying that to see how that progresses  and what the details are.  You also had a question on the Madrid Donors’ Conference.  Ultimately, the Government of  Spain was the host of that conference and you might want to ask them or the Coalition Provisional Authority about the   totals.  It’s not our place to discuss that; it wasn’t a UN conference.  Yes?  [The Spokesman later added that,  although the Secretary-General is always encouraged by peace efforts by Israeli and Palestinian civil society   members, there is no substitute for government officials speaking to one another.  He encouraged both arties to return   to the negotiating table.]

           Question:  Have there been any further pullouts of international UN staff in Iraq since the bombing yesterday,  and what’s the current number?

           Spokesman:  The current number is about 20 in Baghdad and about 40 in the rest of Iraq.  So, we still have a  substantial number of international staff.  Most of the staff outside Baghdad is in the north.  Yes?

           Question:  Can you elaborate at all on what the Secretary-General meant this morning when he said there

need to be significant increases in resources to protect staff abroad, can you elaborate what is being talked about?

           Spokesman:  The Secretary-General is still studying the report of the Ahtisaari panel that you all received last  week and, ultimately, we can’t get to the specifics until we have determined all of the needs that that report

recommends, and what we intend to put forward to the General Assembly and to its Fifth Committee.  What the

Secretary-General’s point was that even an initial reading of that Ahtisaari report, and even initial consideration into the     global consequences for UN security, not just in Iraq in other words, but in every mission area, would lead us to believe   that we will need more funding.  So, the Secretary-General was simply alerting the Fifth Committee to the fact that we   will need to come back to them at some point with additional figures, additional budgetary requests, and we’re hoping   that they will review it in that light; in the light of the seriousness of the security situation that we have.  Is that it?

           Thanks.  Michéle?

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President

           Thank you.  Good afternoon.

           The General Assembly is continuing today the discussion they started yesterday of a cluster of United

     Nations reform items.  Particular attention is focused on item 55, which is the “Revitalization of the General Assembly”    –    65 speakers yesterday and 38 today are participating in the debate with a view to reaching concrete proposals.

           On the economic front, President Hunte is chairing today two informal hearings of civil society and the private   sector on financing for development, in preparation for the two-day United Nations General Assembly High-level   Dialogue on Financing for Development.

           The Dialogue will open tomorrow and will deal with issues relating to trade, aid, debt, investment, domestic    finance and international financial architecture.  Tim Wall of DPI has an information kit on the ministerial level   dialogue:  on the issues, and on the round tables and plenary meetings, scheduled for tomorrow and Thursday.  Tim is    here right in the back of the room.  You can speak to him after the briefing or you can reach him at 212-963-5851.  The   kits are available in the back of the room on the table.

           As you just heard, you will have a press briefing at 11 a.m. by Under-Secretary-General for Economic and

     Social Affairs Juan Antonio Ocampo, tomorrow on the Secretary-General’s report on financing for development and on  the high-level dialogue -- here in room S-226.

           General Assembly President Hunte will present the press with his assessment of the two-day meeting on

     Thursday, 30 October, at 1:45 p.m., also in room S-226.

           You also have a series of briefings on the margin of the Dialogue -- they are not part of the Dialogue, but they  are products of it:  a briefing on “The International Financial Structure”, organized by the Permanent Mission of  Sweden, and it’s going to be on Wednesday, tomorrow, from 11:15 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. in Conference Room 8.  It’s a   new study on the international financial structure will be presented by its authors.

           You will also have a panel discussion on “Policy Coherence, Mutual Accountability and Partnership:  Fulfilling   the Promises of Monterrey”, organized by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Centre for   Global Development, in collaboration with the Financing for Development Office of the Department of Economic and  Social Affairs.  That is also going to be on Wednesday, 29 October 2003, from 1:30 to 2:45 p.m. in Conference Room  4.

           This is all I have for you today.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Is the press conference tomorrow, the briefing at 11:00 or 11:15?

           Tim Wall:  I believe it’s 11:00.

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President:  11:00.

           Question:  Thank you.

           Question:  Michéle, I wonder what’s happening in the Assembly concerning the reforms.  I wonder about such  proposals as rationalization of procedure in the Assembly, making delegations come on time –- saving some money;   having the President coordinate more of the work in the Assembly.  Does the President think that these fall in the  description of the Secretary-General who speaks of radical reforms?

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President:  Well, the Secretary-General’s report does not only talk of the   General Assembly.  The Secretary-General’s report talks of the larger UN bodies, including the financial institutions,  including the Economic and Social Council, including the Security Council.  So, when we talk about radical reforms,   he was not necessarily talking about the General Assembly.  You have two headings here, you have “revitalization of   the General Assembly” is one heading for the General Assembly, while in the case of the Security Council they talk of   “reform”.

           Have a good afternoon.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "project" ��ENN - UNEP Project to Integrate Environment into Afghanistan's Development Strategy�


� HYPERLINK  \l "prize" ��DPA NY - Chinese official, Brazilian activist win U.N. environmental prize�


� HYPERLINK  \l "share" ��Agence France Presse - Chinese, Brazilian activists share environment prize�


� HYPERLINK  \l "get" ��Hindustan Times - Chinese minister, Brazilian activist get top UN environment award� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "winners" ��Courrier Mail (Queensland) - Prize winners�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UN" ��The Straits Times - CHINESE, BRAZILIAN TO SHARE UN PRIZE�


� HYPERLINK  \l "urged" ��The Japan Times - Companies urged to engage in good citizenship�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Energy" ��GreenBiz.Com - UNEP Launches New Initiative to Shift Investment to Sustainable Energy�





* More coverage on Sasakawa from the Brazilian papers:


� HYPERLINK  \l "Brasileiro" ��Brasileiro e chinês dividem prêmio ambiental da ONU�


� HYPERLINK  \l "ONU" ��ONU prêmia brasiliense com cem mil dólares�


� HYPERLINK  \l "por" ��Brasileiro receberá prêmio da ONU por trabalho em defesa de animais�


Brasileiro ganha premio da Onu de meio ambiente
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