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AFP

China must protect environment better or face repercussions: experts

BEIJING (AFP) Sep 28, 2004
China must intensify its protection of the environment amid dramatic economic growth or face grave consequences, international environmentalists said Tuesday.

At a press conference, laureates of the United Nations Environment Programme Sasakawa Environment Prize expressed concern at the worsening impact that China's growth has had on its environment in recent years.

"The challenge in environment quality is imminent and must be dealt with," said Huey Johnson, an American former winner of the prestigious prize. 

If China doesn't clean up its act, there will be "tragedy of such immense scale" such as famine and other disasters, he said.

According to Chinese statistics, pollution levels last year increased by about 12 percent from 2002. The World Bank estimates 400,000 people in China die each year from air pollution-related illnesses.

"This is a very outstanding challenge, especially for a country like China," said United Nations Environment Programme director Klaus Toepfer.

"There must be a change in the development model, there must be change in consumption and production pattern, we need to have scientifically stimulated cleaner technology," he said.

Toepfer said China is going through the challenges that were faced by western developed countries in the past and must learn from their mistakes.

It is in their self interest for all nations to strive for energy efficiency and they should try their best to cut reliance on carbon energy, he said.

China still relies heavily on coal-fired power plants, which are cheaper and quicker to build than other types such as natural gas, nuclear or hydroelectric plants. Coal is also readily available.

But coal-burning emits large amounts of sulphur dioxide and other pollutants, causing acid rain and leading to respiratory illnesses.

The government has ordered the plants to adopt pollution control measures, such as by installing emissions cleaning equipment, but requirements are not strictly enforced.

Vice-premier Zeng Peiyan was quoted by China Daily Tuesday as saying that China will pursue environmentally friendly production and consumption patterns to reduce pollution and save resources.

Former Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto was awarded the prestigious United Nations prize Monday for his efforts in building environmental agencies and passing environmental laws in Japan.

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

IPS

ENVIRONMENT-IRAQ:
'Garden of Eden' Becomes a Mess
Peyman Pejman 

BAGHDAD, Sep 29 (IPS) - The Bible suggests that the Iraqi marshlands were once the Garden of Eden. But the garden if it ever existed is long gone, and so mostly are the marshlands. 

These marshlands once spread over 20,000 sq km in the south of Iraq. They formed around the basin where the Tigris and Euphrates rivers meet before flowing into the Persian Gulf. 

Today more than 70 percent of the marshlands are dry, and less than 10 percent of the former million or so inhabitants remain. People here lived off fishing, they grew rice, and made goods from reeds. Much of this source of livelihood is gone. 

The blame falls usually on Saddam Hussein for building dams to divert water from the rivers to other areas through the 1990s. He is reported to have done this to punish the native Shias seen as opposing him after the first Gulf War of 1991. 

"Saddam killed the marshlands and destroyed a whole way of life," says Ismail Zayer who still lives there. As water supplies choked, inhabitants took refuge in Iran or fled to other parts of the country. The refugees included many Shias who had escaped to the marshlands to flee the Saddam crackdown that followed their uprising. 

But not all of the blame can fall on Saddam Hussein. His predecessors had developed plans since the 1950s to build dams to divert water from the marshlands. Many argue this was inevitable, others say that diversion of water has not delivered agricultural production where it was intended to. 

Some of the dams built by Saddam to divert water are still in place, while some others have been closed down. 

Zayer's family sees a glimmer of hope now. They are working towards rebuilding the marshlands. "It will take time. It will take efforts. But it will be done," he says. 

Some ways in which this is being done are not necessarily the best. Inhabitants have broken down dams and barriers at many places to let water into the marshlands again. About a fifth of the marshlands area has been re-flooded this way, but the water is mostly contaminated, local reports say. 

Several international organisations such as the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) are looking to restore areas of the marshlands with the support of donor countries such as Japan, Italy and Canada. But they caution against any idea of fully restoring the marshlands. 

"For the time being we are not rebuilding the marshlands," Monique Barbut from UNEP told IPS on phone from Paris. "That is a long-term project that involves a decision by the Iraqi government, involving many ministries on many important and costly decisions." 

A decision on the marshlands will depend on how a future Iraq government will distribute waters of the Tigris and Euphrates, on the setting up of water treatment plants, and on the emphasis it places on agricultural output that could necessitate diversion of river waters. 

"The government has created an inter-agency committee, but it is way too early for them to make any decisions," Barbut said. 

Some of the early steps towards restoring the marshlands include provision of clean water and sanitation projects. With no fresh water coming in, salinity has increased and the waters have become polluted with waste. Japan has provided 11 million dollars for a UNEP restoration project to provide clean water and to restore habitat that would purify water naturally. 

Once these issues are addressed, the government will have to decide how it could feed water again into dried up areas. The marshlands have traditionally been flooded between February and April with fresh water from the rivers to wash out the brackish water that accumulates the rest of the year. The rivers were properly treated, and water was let in through the dams. 

Unless such water distribution is restored, the only alternative would be to bring in water through the Persian Gulf, which would be expensive to treat and supply. 

"Expensive or not, we have to find a solution if we are to think of the environmental impact of the marshlands," Husni Jassem Mohammed, former professor of environmental studies at Baghdad University told IPS. "The marshlands are unique eco-systems. They provide for bird migration. They provide for fishery. The wetlands provide life for species that may be dying." 

Restoration will be an important economic task besides an environmental issue, Barbut says. "The marshlands used to provide jobs and welfare for hundreds of thousands of people. If people can go back to their traditional ways, it means that much less problem for the government to deal with." 

Of the three main marshland areas Hawizeh, Hammar and Central, the Central marshlands have suffered the most and are now almost totally dry. Only the northern part of Hawizeh marsh along the border with Iran retains its original form. (END/2004)
____________________________________________________________________________________

Gulf Daily News

 Experts probe environmental damage 
By INDIRA CHAND

PEACE is vital for the protection of the environment and resources in the region, a United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) official said yesterday.

Wars and other man-made disasters are causing irreversible damage to the environment in West Asia, said Unep's West Asia Regional Office acting director and regional representative Dr Habib El Habr.

The next Global Environment Outlook Report (GEO-4), to be produced by Unep, will contain a global and regional assessment of key environmental issues, he told the GDN.

Dr El Habr was speaking after the opening of an expert consultation meeting on GEO-4 at the Regency Inter-Continental Hotel.

The two-day event is being held under the patronage of Southern Governor and Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife head Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

GEO-4, to be produced in 2007, will prioritise issues for each region and make a forward looking analysis of environmental challenges.

General Directorate of Environmental and Wildlife Protection director general and vice president- environmental and wildlife affairs Professor Dr Ismail Al Madani said the Global Environmental Reports would provide information, analysis, conclusions and predictions on environmental issues.

GEO is Unep's flagship report on the state and trends of the global environment, said Unep Early Warning and Assessment Division regional co-ordinator Dr Adel Farid Abdel-Kader. 

Unep is organising a series of consultation meetings in six regions around the world to seek guidance from key stakeholder groups, said Dr Abdel-Kader. The meeting in Bahrain is for the West Asia region.

The main objective of the meeting is to receive feedback from policy makers, the science community, business, civil society and non governmental organisations, said Dr El Habr.

About 40 experts from 12 West Asian countries, regional and international organisations, academic and research centres, civil society, industry, youth and media are attending. The GEO process in the region is supported by the Arabian Gulf University and the Arab Centre for the Study of Arid Zones and Dry Lands. 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Kenya Wants Most-Protected Status for Lions


NAIROBI - Even the King of Beasts needs a hand staying alive in his own domain. 

And Kenya, a country famed for its wildlife sanctuaries and conservation efforts, is one of the African lion's biggest champions. 

The Kenya Wildlife Service is pushing a plan to give the African lion maximum protection under a U.N. body that governs trade in endangered or threatened plants and animals. 

The government will ask a gathering next month of signatories of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) to give the lion its most protected status, a proposal that will face opposition from several other African nations. 

"The lion population has declined by over 50 percent in the past decade, and nobody has actually brought this to international attention," said Patrick Omondi, the Kenya Wildlife Service's CITES coordinator. 

Conservative estimates place the African lion population at 23,000, Kenya wrote in its proposal to be discussed at the CITES meeting in Bangkok from Oct 2 to 14. 

Habitat destruction, the loss of prey and what Kenya calls unsustainable trophy hunting are pushing one of the world's most feared predators closer to extinction. 

An article published in the respected conservation journal Oryx earlier this year sounded the alarm. 

"The number of free-ranging African lions...has never been comprehensively assessed," it said. 

"We present an inventory of available information, covering most protected areas...This gives a conservative estimate of 16,500-30,000 free-ranging lions in Africa," it said. 

Lions, or Panthera leo, to give them their scientific name, once prowled over a swathe of territory that included most of Africa, much of west Asia and even southeastern Europe. 

The big cat's current range in Africa is less than a third of what it was historically and today the only Asian lion population, about 300, is found in India's Gir Forest. 

TIME TO ACT 

Kenya wants the lion placed in Appendix 1, which in the dry technical language of the convention means animals and plants in this category are threatened with extinction and their trade is banned, with very few exceptions. 

The Asian lions are already listed in Appendix 1. 

African lions are presently listed in the less stringent Appendix 2, and adding to the top category will allow for better management and monitoring of the population, Kenya and its supporters say. 

"We want to be able to monitor the trend now," said Winnie Kiiru, the regional representative for the Born Free Foundation, which is involved with the CITES proposal. "We don't want to wait until we have 300 lions left and then wonder where they went." 

Since the convention's ambit is limited to wildlife exported for primarily commercial purposes, Kenya is banking that members will consider the export of lions shot on trophy hunts as trade. 

It is an important distinction to make, conservationists say, as hunting has an exaggerated effect on lion populations. 

"Sport hunting focuses on the prime members of the pride. When they go hunting, they don't look for the lame lions," Kiiru said, adding that such targeting can weaken the genetic pool and induce stress that inhibits breeding. 

OPPOSITION EXPECTED 

But Kenya's efforts at the CITES meeting in Bangkok, Thailand, are expected to face opposition, particularly from southern African nations where trophy hunting is permitted - South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Esmond Martin, a Kenya-based conservationist involved with rhinoceros and elephant protection, said he expects that Kenya's lion proposal will fail because trophy hunting cannot really be considered trade. 

"The wealthy people that hunt them don't need the money. They want to put it on the wall and show it off to their friends," Martin said. 

It is a different case altogether from the old African conservation fight over ivory, where the trophy-hunting element existed alongside the export of elephant products such as skins and tusks, he said. 

South Africa, in its response to Kenya, said that trophy hunters are not exporting their kills for primarily commercial purposes, so most countries would issue an import license under an Appendix 1 listing. 

Along with South Africa, Namibia also opposes Kenya's proposal on the grounds that stronger national rules to prohibit trophy-hunting at unsustainable levels make more sense, and that the primary threat to lions is their interaction with humans. 

Lions often cause livestock losses outside of protected areas, pushing the cost onto the neighboring communities, Namibia's Ministry of Tourism and Environment wrote in its response to Kenya's proposal. 

"These communities can only be expected to tolerate and conserve lions when the benefits they derive from lions outweighs the costs," Namibia wrote. 

Its solution is to open up problem lions to trophy hunting, and charge fees that are given back to lion conservancies. 

"The trophy-hunting of lions outside of protected areas, and along the border of protected areas, is thus critical to maintaining a viable balance between the cost and benefit of preserving the species," Namibia wrote. 

Kenya, for its part, is willing to risk the fight to bring attention to the problem. 

"Sometimes it's Kenya against everybody, and it's quite lonely," Kiiru said. (Additional reporting by Ed Stoddard in Johannesburg) 
 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

San Francisco Commits to Climate Protection Plan 
SAN FRANCISCO, California, September 28, 2004 (ENS) - San Francisco is moving to slash greenhouse gas emissions and curb global warming, without waiting for the federal government to lead the way, Mayor Gavin Newsome said on Monday. 

Joined by global climate change experts, community leaders and local agency officials at San Francisco’s Heron’s Head Park, which could someday be submerged by rising seas, along with other Bay Area wetlands, coastlines and properties, Mayor Newsom released his Climate Action Plan. 

The plan details actions that local government agencies, residents and businesses can take to reduce San Francisco’s annual emissions of the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide (CO2) by more than 2.5 million tons by 2012. 
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San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsome (Photo courtesy Office of the Mayor)
“Global climate change is a real and looming threat to our economy, our public health and our environment,” said Newsom. “But when the current administration in Washington refuses to cooperate with the rest of the world to reduce greenhouse gases, it is even more important that San Francisco and other cities across this country demonstrate real environmental leadership and take specific, local steps to cut emissions and protect our future.” 

The Climate Action Plan, a joint project of the San Francisco Department of the Environment and the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC), puts San Francisco on a course to exceed the greenhouse gas emissions limits under the Kyoto climate protocol ratified by more than 121 nations. 

The protocol was signed by the United States under the Clinton administration, but President George W. Bush declined to send it to the Senate for ratification, saying the U.S. economy would be harmed by the limits on greenhouse gas emissions. 

"We have a responsibility to act," the city administration says in the Climate Action Plan. San Francisco currently emits 9.7 million tons of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere each year. To meet the new plan’s target, San Franciscans must reduce annual emissions to 7.2 million tons by 2012, a rollback of 2.5 million tons. 
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San Francisco is a coastal city, vulnerable to sea level rise. (Photo by Julia Brownlee courtesy NOAA)
A coastal city, San Francisco faces potential threats from global climate change that include a reduced snowpack in the mountains that would reduce the water supply, a rise in air pollution levels that would increase the risk of asthma, and the threat of increased West Nile virus and tropical diseases moving north. 

Flooded roads, threats to the sewage system and airport infrastructure, threatened Bay wetlands and marine life, fishing and tourism industry impacts, plus high insurance and mitigation costs are some of the problems the city could face if the climate warms and sea levels rise as a result of melting polar ice. 

The United States has the highest per capita emissions of greenhouse gases in the world – 22 tons of CO2 per person per year. With only five percent of the world’s population, the United States is responsible for 24 percent of the world’s CO2 emissions. 

California, despite its strong environmental regulations, is the second largest greenhouse-gas polluting state in the nation, and emits two percent of all global human-generated emissions. Its largest contribution of CO2 is from vehicle emissions. 

A central pillar of the plan is the introduction of “greener” alternative fuel and hybrid transportation fleets, the mayor said, just three days after the California Air Resources Board approved a requirement that all cars sold in California emit a lower level of greenhouse gases by 2009. 

The plan calls for transit improvements, increased transit ridership, investment in alternative energies, recycling and energy conservation. 

The city will establish an interdepartmental working group to monitor implementation, track progress and quantify CO2 emissions and reductions. 

Traffic on the Golden Gate Bridge (Photo by Julia Brownlee courtesy NOAA)
“When it comes to global warming, the Climate Action Plan is San Francisco’s opportunity to think globally by acting locally,” said Susan Leal, general manager of the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission. 

“By partnering with other city departments, local business and residents, we can cut emissions and lighten the load on California’s electric grid through renewable energy and energy efficiency programs,” she said. 

San Francisco is already moving to incorporate solar power into its energy mix. Earlier this year, the SFPUC completed the largest city owned solar power system in the nation atop Moscone Convention Center. 

The Commission is partnering with the Department of the Environment to install solar power systems on municipal properties, businesses and residences across the city. 

San Francisco promotes energy efficiency through the Department of Environment’s Peak Energy Program, which aims to reduce electricity demand in San Francisco by 16 megawatts, and through the recently adopted Green Building Ordinance requiring environmentally friendly building design standards in city construction projects. 

Come of the transportation steps identified in the Climate Action Plan also are already underway. The city has more than 700 clean air vehicles in its transportation fleet, and more than half of the city’s transportation fleet is comprised of zero-emission vehicles. 

Earlier this month, the Municipal Transportation Agency Board of Directors approved the acquisition of a fleet of 56 diesel-electric hybrid buses for the Municipal Railway (Muni) with an option for 56 more. In addition, 40 smaller hybrid buses may also be purchased. 

New electric trolley bus in San Francisco (Photo courtesy MUNI)
Muni will be the first California transit agency to buy buses with the latest hybrid bus technology, taking advantage of the new California Air Resource Board regulations that Muni worked to have implemented. The acquisition will allow the removal of the oldest diesel buses from Muni's fleet. 

MTA Executive Director Michael Burns said, "Muni is poised to be the first major multi-modal transit agency in the world to be emissions free by 2020, and hybrid buses are an important step toward that goal." 

Muni's Zero Emissions 2020 Plan, presented to the MTA board earlier this year, calls for Muni to establish an all-electric drive fleet that includes hybrid buses, battery buses, and fuel-cell buses by 2020. 

The city already sponsors programs to promote low-emission taxicabs and natural-gas, long-haul garbage trucks. 

“Responding to future threats with immediate action takes vision and discipline,” said Jared Blumenfeld, director of the Department of Environment. “We need to take action now, even though the impacts of climate change may take decades to fully unfold." 

"Regardless of the reluctance of national leaders to address this issue," said Blumenfeld, "San Francisco will join in a forceful campaign to roll back greenhouse gas emissions and ensure a healthy future for us all.” 

San Francisco is among 600 cities around the world taking action through the Cities for Climate Protection campaign of the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives.

______________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                 

BBC

Gene test to track illegal ivory 
A genetic test that can be used to determine the origin of poached ivory could help combat the illegal trade in elephant tusks and their products. 
Previous difficulty in determining the geographic area where illegal ivory came from presents an obstacle to combating illegal trafficking. 

Researchers devised a genetic map of African elephant populations capable of pinpointing the source of ivory. 

The study appears in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

The illicit trade in African elephant ivory has seen a resurgence in recent years, placing the elephant at renewed risk. 

	
	In the forest you don't notice the change in population until it's so dramatic that it's almost too late to do anything about it 
Samuel Wasser, Center for Conservation Biology 


Despite a 1989 ban on the trading of ivory, some of the largest ivory seizures have occurred since 2002. 

US researchers carried out calculations to estimate how common 16 genetic markers were over different geographic regions across the elephants' entire range. 

The team, led by Samuel Wasser of the Center for Conservation Biology in Seattle, Washington, US, collected 315 skin biopsy samples and 84 samples of elephant dung from forest and savannah elephants at 28 different locations. 

Dung sample 
"Some of the most pressing needs in elephant conservation include timely identification of current poaching 'hot spots' where greater law enforcement is needed," the researchers write in the PNAS journal. 

Other requirements include monitoring how international trade decisions affect elephant poaching throughout Africa, determining whether government ivory stockpiles are being illegally traded and replenished, whether sanctioned one-time sales are using illegal tusks from other locations and whether illegal stockpiles are being consolidated and exported. 

The accuracy with which genetic methods can determine the origin of DNA can "greatly contribute" to all of these needs. 

The study found 50% of the samples tested were accurately located within 480km (300 miles) and 80% were accurate to within less than 965km (600 miles). 

Accuracy was much greater among forest populations, which are more clearly defined because of terrain. 

"In the central African or west African forests, we have incredibly high precision," Dr Wasser told the BBC. "We can almost do it down to the individual forest and right now, poaching is probably at levels higher than it's ever been in central African forests. 

"My colleagues working in the forests are saying, 'there are no elephants left here'." 

"That's the problem - in the forest you don't notice the change in population until it's so dramatic that it's almost too late to do anything about it." 

The African elephant population plummeted by 60%, from 1.3 million to just 500,000 between 1979 and 1987, largely because of ivory poachers. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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General Environment News

ADF Supports Efforts to Clear Invasive Aquatic Weeds in West Africa

Accra Mail (Accra): Invasive Aquatic Weeds have become a major nuisance in West African waterways. They often hamper the use of canals, rivers, lakes and lagoons in the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to the detriment of the daily activities of the local population. In order to arrest this scourge, the African Development Fund (ADF) has approved a project on the Integrated Management of Invasive Aquatic Weeds in West Africa (IMIAW) for a total amount of US$11.76 million. This funding includes a loan of US$7.4 millions and a grant of US$1.45 million. The goal of the project is to ensure the sustainable management of the natural resources, especially the water resources, and optimize their contribution to social, economic and environmental development of the sub-region. The ECOWAS will implement the three components of the project: Integrated Management of Invasive Aquatic Weeds, Capacity Building; Project Coordination. The primary beneficiaries of the project will be rural households who have been wasting valuable time and efforts to carry out their daily activities as a result of the weeds. The project is expected to result in savings of between 75 million US dollars and 150 millions US dollars in lost income and water loss (through evaporation and transpiration) due to the presence of the weeds. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409271354.html
FAO donates pesticides to Mauritania
Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - Mauritanian Environment and Rural Development minister Ahmedou Ould Ahmedou Tuesday received 61,000 litres of pesticides donated by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) to fight an invasion of desert locusts. The supply, Ahmedou said, "would avert an exhaustion of stock in operations carried out by the National Anti-Locust Centre." The minister called on partners to help Mauritania, where 1,600,000 hectares of land have been infested by locusts.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058233&dte=28/09/2004
Algeria to step up fight against locusts
Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - Algeria is to expand its intervention against invading desert locusts from 123,000 to over 130,000 hectares per day thanks to the mobilization of additional material and human resources, President Abdelaziz Bouteflika said Tuesday. The Algerian head of state, which raised the issue at a cabinet meeting, insisted on a mobilization of the requisite means to control the locust invasion. He said the new dispensation would help treat 700,000 hectares in autumn and 3.8 million in the spring 2005.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058223&dte=28/09/2004
Row Over Forestry's Sh250m To The Govt

New Vision (Kampala): THE National Forestry Authority (NFA) has stirred up controversy by surrendering sh250m to the Government to improve management of forestry resources. NFA's executive director, Olav Bjella said in an interview at their offices in Kampala that the revenue was raised from confiscated timber. Bjella said the revenue should have been retained to revitalize NFA. However, he said his proposal to retain the funds as the policy stipulates was ignored. He said 250 hectares of trees would have been planted since establishment of one costs sh1m. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409271195.html
Zimbabwe backs Namibia, South Africa on ivory sale
Harare, Zimbabwe (PANA) - Zimbabwe said it would back neighbors Namibia and South Africa in pushing for the resumption of limited sales of ivory at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) meeting in Thailand early next month. Wildlife officials said here Monday that this was the only way the country could manage Zimbabwe's ballooning elephant population, estimated to stand at 100,000 against the national carrying capacity of just 40,000. CITES has banned trade in ivory, arguing that it promoted poaching and could lead to the extinction of the jumbo. But Zimbabwe and neighbors Botswana, Namibia and South Africa are pressing for the lifting of the ban, saying their elephant populations posed a danger to the environment, and threatened other animal species. National parks director, who will represent Zimbabwe at the CITES meeting in Thailand, said the issue was critical for Zimbabwe, and his delegation will strongly back Namibia and South Africa's bid for lifting of the ivory trade ban. Southern Africa's push for resumption of trade in ivory was not motivated by monetary gains, but a desire to manage the environment, the Zimbabwean delegation said. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058125&dte=28/09/2004
New Evidence of Ramatex Pollution

The Namibian (Windhoek): NEW evidence indicating that Windhoek's water sources are being polluted by waste from the Ramatex Textile Factory is putting pressure on the Windhoek City Council to take action to address blatant safety violations by the Malaysian-run concern. The Namibian has learned that streams stemming from the factory, which run into the Goreangab Dam, are carrying contaminated water - bearing the same characteristics as water tested from storage ponds at the factory last year. The salt content of monitoring boreholes in the area also shows that the underground water system has been contaminated. The factory is known to be sprinkling water onto surrounding areas and these further supports findings of groundwater pollution. From calculations - based on the difference between water consumption and waste storage capacity - hundreds of thousands of cubic meters of water appears to have gone "missing" from the factory system, supporting theories that water is being disposed of illegally. The factory is adjacent to one of the capital's main aquifers. Earlier this year, the Mayor said an independent investigation would be launched following preliminary testing which indicated contamination of the city's water sources. The city council's management committee discussed the issue last week. Until August, city officials had been barred from the premises. Textile production is one of the most environmentally threatening processes in the world because of the large amounts of water used and the dyes involved in the manufacturing process. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409280118.html
DDT Use Irks Coffee Exporters

New Vision (Kampala): Coffee exporters have expressed concern about the health ministry's approval to use Dichloro-diphenyl Dichloromethane (DDT) for the prevention of malaria. Clayton Arinanye, the executive director of the Uganda Coffee Trade Federation, said Europe has the most stringent market requirements, yet it is the destination for most of Uganda's agricultural products. "If any of our agricultural products were tested by the importing countries and found to be containing DDT residues, Uganda's exports would be suspended. The result would be catastrophic not  The coffee exporters said if the health ministry goes ahead to use DDT, its contents could spill over to agricultural fields especially in the rural areas where farmers have no idea of what happens when produce is mishandled. Dr. John Rwakimari, the head of Malaria Control Centre said, "It is the Ministry of Health's recommendation measure to control malaria. The bill will be drafted and tabled in Parliament. There is still time for consultations and holding public awareness seminars about DDT use." During the private sector consultative workshop of East African Customs Bill, the exporters demanded government to explain to the public the effects of DDT use in an agro-based country like Uganda. The workshop recommended that the issues to do with the policy and application of DDT be harmonized in the East African Quality Control Bill. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409280168.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update – 29 September 2004
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UN or UNEP in the news

UNEP HEAD SAYS CHINA NEEDS TO BOOST RESOURCE EFFICIENCY
Beijing, Sept. 28 (ANTARA, Indonesia/Kyodo) - The head of the U.N. Environment Program said Tuesday that China needs to boost resource efficiency, particularly in the energy field, to achieve economic development without ruining the environment.
`` What we have to do is to underline again that it is in the self-interest of all nations around the world to better and better resource efficiency,`` UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told reporters, adding that the message applies to the world in general and China in particular.
http://www.antaranews.net/en/index.php?id=s9766 

China must protect environment better or face repercussions: experts
TerraDaily, BEIJING (AFP) Sep 28, 2004 - China must intensify its protection of the environment amid dramatic economic growth or face grave consequences, international environmentalists said Tuesday.
At a press conference, laureates of the United Nations Environment Programme Sasakawa Environment Prize expressed concern at the worsening impact that China's growth has had on its environment in recent years.
… "This is a very outstanding challenge, especially for a country like China," said United Nations Environment Programme director Klaus Toepfer. 
"There must be a change in the development model, there must be change in consumption and production pattern, we need to have scientifically stimulated cleaner technology," he said.
http://www.terradaily.com/2004/040928075951.2cno8kc4.html 

UNEP to enhance cooperation with China on environment protection
BEIJING, Sept. 28 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) will enhance its cooperation with China to combat environmental degradation in the world's most populous country, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said here Tuesday. 
    "UNEP is going to expand its national office in China and cooperate more with the country in its efforts for sustainable development," said Toepfer, who is here to attend the 20th anniversary of the prestigious Sasakawa Prize on environment. 
    UNEP opened an office here last year, its first in a developingcountry. The move has been welcomed by the Chinese government. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/28/content_2035001.htm 

UNEP head says China needs to boost resource efficiency
Kyodo via Yahoo! Asia News, Tue, 28 Sep 2004 - The head of the U.N. Environment Program said Tuesday that China needs to boost resource efficiency, particularly in the energy field, to achieve economic development without ruining the environment. 
"What we have to do is to underline again that it is in the self-interest of all nations around the world to better and better resource efficiency," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told reporters, adding that the message applies to the world in general and China in particular. 
http://asia.news.yahoo.com/040928/kyodo/d85civng1.html 

World ; UN's green group set for forum in Bahrain 
 Keralanext, India, 28-September-2004 -  World News, THE United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) will hold an expert consultation meeting on its Global Environment Outlook Report (GEO-4) in Bahrain today and tomorrow.
… GEO is Unep's flagship report on the state and trends of the global environment, said Unep's West Asia Regional Office acting director and regional representative Dr Habin El Habr.
http://www.keralanext.com/news/?id=51349 

China's first recycling economic regulation formulated
People's Daily Online, China, 28 September 2004 - China's first recycling economic regulation, Guiyang's construction of a recycling economic eco-city, issued by the Standing Committee of the NPC of Guiyang, and will take effect on November 1. 
… UNEP (United Nations Environment Program) has ascertained Guiyang as the only city for the implementation of sustainable growth and consumptive government construction in the developing world. The German government will also support Guiyang's recycling economy construction within the general framework of Sino-German environmental protection cooperation.
http://english.people.com.cn/200409/28/eng20040928_158575.html 

Guiyang focuses on circular economy
By Qin Chuan (China Daily), Updated: 2004-09-29 01:04 - …. Zhao said the United Nations Environment Programme had put in place US$100,000 and organized a team of experts to study the experience of Guiyang. 
While the German Government has decided to support Guiyang under the framework of Sino-German co-operation in environmental protection.
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-09/29/content_378524.htm 
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Reacting to recent deaths, Annan asks Israel to ensure Palestinian civilians’ safety 

*
UN peacekeeping chief warns of attacks in Afghanistan as election date nears

*
UN rights official calls for greater international presence in Darfur, Sudan

*
Annan welcomes release of hostages in Iraq

*
UN-backed workshop in Iraq charts new direction for juvenile justice

*
General Assembly speakers canvass topics from terrorism to trade and debt relief

*
Côte d’Ivoire’s Foreign Minister tells UN Assembly peace process is advancing

*
UN relief agencies struggle to meet demand for aid in storm-ravaged Haiti

*
UN agency calls on DR Congo to ensure safety of returnees from Burundi

*
Myanmar has not lifted its human rights performance, UN expert says

*
Annan hails push for democratization, rule of law by Southeast Asian nations

*
WHO in Thailand investigating possible spread of bird flu by humans

*
UN aims to cut toll of world’s 500,000 women who die in childbirth each year

*
UN agency appeals for $78 million to feed 2 million in southern Africa next year

*
IAEA selects Canadian ambassador to lead its governing board

*
UNICEF begins drive to immunize three million in Tajikistan against measles

*
UN scheme to immunize 6 million Afghan children against polio begins

* * * * 

Middle East

28 September – With Middle East violence intensifying following a recent string of civilian deaths during fighting, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on Israel to ensure the safety of innocent Palestinians.

“The Secretary-General and his representatives in the region have repeatedly called on the Government of Israel to respect the inviolability of UN institutions and installations, and in particular, to refrain from any activities that endanger the lives and safety of those who are lawfully on the premises, especially children,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said in a statement.

Yesterday 55-year-old Said al-Madhoun was shot and killed on the grounds of a Preparatory School in Khan Younis run by the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). In addition, an UNRWA contractor was also shot and seriously wounded Monday while working in a UN warehouse in Rafah.

Last week a 10-year-old girl died from injuries suffered earlier this month when a bullet from the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) struck her in the head while she was at her desk at a UNRWA-run school in Gaza.

* * *

Afghanistan

28 September – With only 11 days remaining before the people of Afghanistan go to the polls to elect a president for the first time in their history, the senior United Nations peacekeeping official today warned there may be many violent incidents around the country in the run-up as groups try to disrupt the electoral process.

Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York that security forces have conducted special training exercises in recent days to test how they would respond to an attack. 

Speaking after briefing the Security Council, Mr. Guéhenno said a combination of Afghan police, Afghan national army troops, members of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) and troops participating in the United States-led operation in the country are being stationed at key sites to protect polling sites and counting centres.

“We’re very much aware that this is a tough environment. We know that it’s not going to be an incident-free election,” he said, adding that a dozen electoral workers have already been killed in attacks by groups opposed to the process.

Despite the threats, Mr. Guéhenno voiced hope for a high turnout. “The commitment of so many Afghans to [the electoral] process I think is the best reassurance that we can have.”

Earlier, while briefing the Council, Mr. Guéhenno said tribal and community leaders were being used across the country, especially in the eastern, southeastern and southern provinces, to help determine local security arrangements for the elections.

These leaders were also used during Afghanistan’s voter registration process earlier this year, and have been contacted because the security forces are thinly spread out across the country, Mr. Guéhenno told the Council.

More than 10 million Afghans, including at least 4 million women, have registered to vote in elections on 9 October to choose a president. National and local parliamentary polls are scheduled for next year.

Most of the logistical preparations have been completed, Mr. Guéhenno said, with the recruitment of 125,000 staff to run the polling centres nearly finished. All ballot boxes and printed materials have arrived in Afghanistan and are being transported from the capital, Kabul, to provincial offices for safekeeping until just before 9 October.

Mr. Guéhenno also said he was encouraged that the process of disarming, demobilizing and reintegrating ex-combatants has gathered speed in recent weeks, with more than 2,000 men disarming in the past 10 days alone. Almost half of all the estimated stock of operable and reparable heavy weapons in Afghanistan have now been handed in.

Earlier today, the Council also adopted its annual report to the General Assembly.

* * *

Sudan

28 September – Back in Geneva following a weeklong visit to the troubled Darfur region of Sudan, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights today said the external security and humanitarian presence there should be quickly expanded.

Louise Arbour said she will advocate that the international presence be enlarged “in all its manifestations” when she meets Secretary-General Kofi Annan at UN Headquarters in New York later this week to discuss the visit she made with Juan Méndez, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide.

While praising the work of the African Union (AU), which has monitors deployed in Sudan, she said their work is hampered by a “deficit in political will, deficit in logistical capacity, deficit in funding, to meet a crisis of this magnitude.”

“We have to mobilize on all these fronts,” she told reporters.

Mrs. Arbour and Mr. Méndez, along with the Secretary-General, are slated to brief the Security Council on Thursday on the latest situation in Darfur, where about 1.45 million people are internally displaced and another 200,000 have had to flee to neighbouring Chad.

Most are escaping attacks by the Janjaweed militias, which are accused of killing or raping thousands of civilians and destroying homes, cropland and wells. Many are also fleeing fighting between Sudanese Government forces and two rebel groups.

Mrs. Arbour said there has been “considerable progress” in meeting the immediate humanitarian concerns of the displaced, especially for food and relief assistance. But she said all of those she spoke with still live in fear, and pointed to a “disturbing disconnect” between the Government’s portrayal of the situation and the reality on the ground.

The core crisis of safety and security must be addressed “with great urgency and seriousness,” she said.

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Ruud Lubbers, has arrived in Khartoum on the last leg of a five-day visit to Chad and Sudan to talk to officials and aid agencies and to inspect the camps in both countries.

Later today, Mr. Lubbers was scheduled to meet senior Sudanese Government officials to press the need to end all violence in Darfur and to rebuild trust between the authorities and the displaced.

UNHCR has opened its 10th camp in eastern Chad to house the vast population of Sudanese refugees that have crossed the border. The first 205 refugees arrived in Treguine camp, near the town of Adré, yesterday and another 200 people are scheduled to reach the camp today. By early November about 15,000 people are expected to be living in Treguine, many from the currently overcrowded nearby camp of Breidjing.

In other developments:

· UN Special Representative for Sudan Jan Pronk is in Brussels today to discuss the Darfur crisis with senior officials of the European Union. Mr. Pronk is expected to arrive in New York later this week.

· Mr. Pronk’s Deputy for Humanitarian and Development Affairs, Manuel Aranda Da Silva, told a two-day donors’ meeting in Oslo that, even in a best-case scenario, the situation in Darfur is so dire that international donors will have to maintain their current level of support until at least the end of next year.

· UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women Yakin Ertürk is midway through a weeklong visit to Sudan. After holding meetings and consultations in Khartoum, she is scheduled to travel to Darfur today to inspect the situation there.

* * *

Iraq

28 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the news that Iraqi, Egyptian and Italian civilians held hostage in Iraq had been released, and again decried the use of kidnapping to further a cause.

A spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement the Secretary-General “once again calls for the immediate release of all the remaining hostages in Iraq.”

“He strongly condemns all hostage taking, which no cause can justify and appeals to all parties to adhere strictly to the fundamental precepts of human rights and respect for human life,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

* * *

Iraq

28 September – Senior members of the Iraqi Government attending a United Nations-backed workshop in Amman, Jordan, today took a step forward for children’s rights by reaffirming standards for dealing with juveniles who come in conflict with the law.

“Injustice often creates a breeding ground for resentment that can lead to further law-breaking and aggression,” said Roger Wright of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), which organized the three-day event. “When young people receive just treatment under the law, they are more likely to respect the law.”

Mr. Wright reaffirmed UNICEF’s commitment to assisting the Iraqi authorities, communities and families to ensure that the rights of all children and young people are respected.

In a declaration adopted at the workshop’s conclusion, the nearly 40 participants reaffirmed that the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is law in Iraq, and vowed to uphold key legal measures for juveniles, including the presumption of innocence, protection against torture, special attention for girls and confidentiality of records.

All Iraqi youngsters “should be covered by a consistent, independent and specialized juvenile justice system,” they said.

* * *

General Assembly

28 September – From the dangers of terrorism and the importance of regional solidarity to the concerns of small island States and calls for the introduction of debt relief, leaders from around the world spotlighted a diverse array of issues during the annual high-level debate at the United Nations General Assembly this morning.

Highlighting the link between war and poverty, Askar Akayev, President of Kyrgyzstan, said poverty bred youths who felt dispossessed and were therefore prime targets for recruitment by terrorist groups. To eradicate terrorism, a harsh and united response was necessary and, particularly given the situation in nearby Afghanistan, that is why his country had allowed forces from the United States and the Russian Federation to be deployed on its territory. It was important for small countries to have big friends when it came to foreign policy, he said.

Mr. Akayev also drew attention to the plight of the world’s least developed mountain countries. He called for the adoption of a General Assembly resolution that would cancel their foreign debt – thus helping them reduce poverty and meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by the target date of 2015.

Tonga’s Foreign Minister Sonatane Tu’a Taumoepeau-Tupou said his country welcomed recent moves to strengthen the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and other treaties that propose to protect fish stocks. He said small island States are particularly vulnerable to economic problems because their development is often concentrated in only a handful of islands, leaving the remaining islands disadvantaged. Mr. Taumoepeau-Tupou also said Tonga has decided to contribute to the UN’s peacekeeping efforts for the first time since it joined the world body five years ago.

Habib Ben Yahia, Tunisia’s Foreign Minister, told the Assembly that his country wanted to reactivate the Maghreb Union to promote greater cooperation among the countries of North Africa. Through the League of Arab States and the African Union, as well as the UN, Tunisia was committed to the idea that it is vital to work together to achieve social or economic progress. He said the second phase of the World Summit on the Information Society, scheduled to be held in Tunis in November 2005, would demonstrate the importance of “a solidarity-based digital partnership.”

Bhutan’s Foreign Minister Lyonpo Khandu Wangchuk added his voice to calls for reform of the Security Council, saying that India and Japan, among others, “are pre-eminently qualified for permanent membership” given their respective roles in global affairs. Turning to economic issues, he said Bhutan hoped that the concerns of poor, landlocked nations are given high priority and that developed countries start giving more aid and debt relief – or otherwise the world will not achieve the MDGs.

Togolese Foreign Minister Biossey Kokou Tozoun said he was troubled by last year’s collapse of international trade negotiations at Cancun, Mexico, and wondered “where was that solidarity that had been so loudly proclaimed at the Millennium Summit” in 2000. The slow pace of progress towards the MDGs was particularly worrying, he said, because the world is “living in a fragile state,” citing continuing or recent conflicts in Sudan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the Middle East, Liberia and Haiti as some examples.

Timothy Harris, Foreign Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, said that while “for decades countries and academics have questioned the viability of small States,” and their natural and financial resources are limited, many nations in the Caribbean region have still managed to establish a long and proud tradition of democratic values. He said it was crucial for such States to form partnerships like the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) because they lack the economy of scale to overcome their economic disadvantages alone.

Foreign Minister Moctar Ouane of Mali called for greater international help to combat the current locust invasion in West Africa, which he said “has surpassed even the most pessimistic projections in its scope and speed.” The livelihoods of millions of people were affected, he added, because of the “catastrophic damage” on upcoming grain harvests. Mr. Ouane also emphasized the issue of children in armed conflict, saying it must remain a priority of the UN.

Ethiopian Foreign Minister Seyoum Mesfin said it was obvious “there is just not sufficient support internationally to make it possible for Africa to meet the economic challenges it is facing,” especially given the terms of international trade and the continent’s crushing burden of debt. Describing Ethiopia’s border conflict with Eritrea as “a tragic setback,” he said Addis Ababa remained willing to have “open-ended dialogue” with Asmara and blamed Eritrea for the failure of any progress between the two sides.

Niger’s Foreign Minister Aïchatou Mindaoudou told the Assembly her country has made strong democratic advances recently: this included setting up a pluralistic political system, establishing an independent judiciary and framing a national constitution that separated the powers of government. In November there will be presidential elections, she said, and successful district and municipal polls were also conducted recently – which meant Niger would enjoy a multi-party system for the first time since 1991.

Souef Mohamed El-Amine, Foreign Minister of the Comoros, said the needs of small island States, particularly their vulnerability to climate change and natural disasters, must be paid more attention by the UN and the international community. Next year in Mauritius, he said, world leaders are scheduled to review what progress has been made on the issue since a major summit was held in Barbados 10 years ago. Mr El-Amine also called on France to enter into constructive dialogue on the status of the island of Mayotte.

Farouk Assaad Kaddoumi, Head of Delegation for the Permanent Observer Mission of Palestine, denounced Israel as “a war-sophisticated arms developer and dealer with no ethical or moral constraints and with no human rights concerns.” Demanding that Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territory end, he said it must follow the so-called Road Map peace process, which calls for two States to live side-by-side in peace. He added that the plan of Israeli leader Ariel Sharon to disengage unilaterally from the Gaza Strip still allows Israel to control “everything that enters and exits Gaza.”

* * *

General Assembly

27 September – Addressing the United Nations General Assembly this afternoon, the Foreign Minister of Côte d’Ivoire said his Government is taking steps to restore stability to the conflict-torn West African country.

Mamadou Bamba said there had been progress in making good on pledges made at a summit held this summer in the Ghanaian capital of Accra. At the legislative level, laws had been passed on a number of issues, including amnesty. From the military standpoint, he added, there was a tangible will for peace and the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (ONUCI) had deployed nearly all of its forces.

Foreign Minister Mamady Condé of Guinea said West Africa, after long and difficult years of instability, had experience positive change thanks to the political will of the leaders concerned, civil society and the international community. He cited developments in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea-Bissau and Côte d’Ivoire as examples, praising the work of the UN in restoring calm in key cases.

Somsavat Lengsavad, the Foreign Minister of the Laos, called attention to the scourge of illegal drug trafficking. “Due to its trans-boundary and international nature, this problem can only be dealt with effectively through international cooperation,” he pointed out, pledging to intensify cooperation with other countries and to eradicate opium cultivation in the country by next year. He appealed to those present to contribute financial support for this effort.

Cambodia’s Foreign Minister, Hor Namhong, said the international community must find meaningful solutions to the current energy situation, as skyrocketing oil prices affect the economy, especially the non-oil producing countries. “I believe that the oil producing countries should consider and take a long-term view,” he said.

Rashid Meredov, the Foreign Minister of Turkmenistan, said the oil and natural gas reserves of the Caspian Sea “are the most important energy resources of the planet in the twenty-first century.” He called for States in the area to cooperate on the issue, and noted that their success in this effort would be critical to stability in the region.

Dame Billie Miller, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade of Barbados, voiced concern about Cuba’s isolation within the Western Hemisphere. “We embrace Cuba as a bona fide sister-state in the Caribbean region and are committed to a policy of constructive engagement with its government and people,” she said. “We cannot accept a ‘regime change’ exogenously imposed upon the people of Cuba, to be, in any way, a viable option.”

Discussing the situation in the Middle East, Jordan’s Foreign Minister, Marwan Muasher, said Israel must stop all forms of settlements building as well as all acts of extra-judicial killings. At the same time, he said, the Palestinian side should complete the security reforms required to control the security situation in the occupied Palestinian territories and to bring violence to an end. He also emphasized that Israel’s announcement of unilateral withdrawal from Gaza must be an integral part of the Road Map peace plan and must be carried out in coordination with all parties concerned, especially the Palestinian side, in order to ensure a smooth transfer of power.

The Foreign Minister of Thailand, Surakiart Sathirathai, stressed that the development of human security and state security must proceed on parallel tracks. “Today the world cannot be a secure place if its population is still suffering from poverty and deprivation,” he said. “The world today cannot really be peaceful if we cannot be successful in our effort to make progress to achieve the Millennium Development Goals,” he added, referring to a series of global, time-bound anti-poverty targets.

Kostyantyn Gryshchenko, Ukraine’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, said his country, as one of the major contributors to UN peacekeeping operations, is “deeply concerned” with the increasing danger faced by peacekeeping personnel. “We stand for universal application of the Convention on Safety of the UN and Associated Personnel and call upon all Member States to abide strictly by its provisions,” he said.

Kenya’s Foreign Minister, Ali Mwakwere, said his country has also long been a major troop contributing country in peacekeeping operations and will continue to actively participate with other nations under the UN’s aegis. “We call upon the international community to assist the African Union in order to realize the establishment of [its stand-by] force, which will be one of the key tools for ensuring peace and stability on the continent,” he said.

Le Cong Phung, Deputy Foreign Minister of Viet Nam, decried unfair trading practices. He cited “the unfair imposition” by the United States of anti-dumping duties on Vietnamese shrimp exports and blamed this for heavy economic losses. “This has not only run counter to the principles of the World Trade Organization but also undermined the poverty reduction,” he said.

* * * 

Haiti

28 September – Relief workers in the northern Haitian city of Gonaïves are struggling to distribute food and water to an estimated 40,000 people there who need urgent help in the wake of the floods and mudslides that followed deadly Tropical Storm Jeanne, United Nations humanitarian agencies reported today.

More than 44 tons of food, including rice, lentils and cooking oil, are being distributed each day from two sites in Gonaïves, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in a statement.

The UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) is examining whether to open up four more distribution sites within the city and another four outside, but security concerns have delayed any openings.

MINUSTAH is stepping up its presence in the north, which was hit hardest by Tropical Storm Jeanne earlier this month, to improve and protect the distribution of emergency relief supplies there. The mission’s 480 troops and 30 UN civilian police in Gonaives have been bolstered by an additional 150 troops from Uruguay who are reinforcing relief and security operations there.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is also donating 120,000 litres of bottled water to meet demand from Haitians for clean, drinkable water, while non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are installing a water purification unit that can process up to 600,000 litres every day.

Haitian authorities have estimated that at least 1,300 people are dead and more than 1,000 others are missing because of Tropical Storm Jeanne, the latest in a series of hurricanes and storm to lash the Caribbean region this season. Most casualties have been in Gonaïves, which is Haiti’s third-largest city.

* * *

DR of Congo

28 September – The United Nations refugee agency today called on the authorities in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), particularly local leaders in South Kivu, to ensure the safety of Congolese nationals who choose to return to their country after taking refuge in neighbouring Burundi during fighting in June.

According to a spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), a group of 366 Congolese – including some 230 women and children – who had been sheltering in Burundi’s border area chose to cross back into the DRC on Friday.

They had previously declined the UN agency’s offer to relocate them to a new camp further away from the border in Burundi. The group, made up exclusively of Banyamulenge, or Congolese of Tutsi origin, was initially stopped at the DRC border and told to return to Burundi, which they refused to do, said Jennifer Pagonis.

“The refugees were forced to spend two nights at the border, with no proper shelter [and] UNHCR does not have access to the border area, either in Burundi or DRC,” she told a press briefing in Geneva, noting that military observers from the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) were deployed to monitor the refugees’ situation.

Meanwhile, riots broke out in Uvira – where a transit centre has been set up – after a protest against the return of the refugees turned violent, with several people wounded as a result, she added.

“Congolese soldiers are protecting the centre, and MONUC troops are on the ground,” Ms. Pagonis said.

The DRC authorities want the group to return to Burundi for the time being but UN officials stress that any Congolese nationals should be free to return if they wish, and that it is the State’s duty to protect them.

In June 20,000 people fled fighting between loyalist and dissident Congolese army troops in South Kivu and took refuge inside Burundi. Following the attack against the Gatumba transit centre in August, the Burundian authorities asked all refugees to leave the area and relocate further inland, where their safety could be better guaranteed.

* * *

Myanmar

28 September – The human rights situation in Myanmar has not improved, with large numbers of people in detention, harsh sentences for peaceful political activities and restrictions on the operations of opposition parties, the United Nations expert tracking the issue says in his latest report.

In an interim report to the General Assembly, Special Rapporteur Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro says he has also received “credible and detailed reports of human rights violations in certain counter-insurgency areas in Myanmar” and is trying to clarify them.

Mr. Pinheiro says his report is limited because the Government has rejected his several requests this year to enter the country. His last mission was in November 2003. Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Envoy to Myanmar, Razali Ismail, has also been prevented from visiting the Southeast Asian nation since March.

But Mr. Pinheiro says the concerns he expressed in his previous report remain valid, especially those about the failure of the Government to include opposition parties such as the National League for Democracy (NLD) in the National Convention held earlier this year.

“The necessary steps to ensure minimum democratic conditions” at the Convention have not been taken, the report states, adding that “if the Government wishes to promote a genuine process of political transition, fundamental human rights requirements have to be fulfilled.”

The Special Rapporteur renews his call for the release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the General Secretary of the NLD and the winner of the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize, from house arrest and for dialogue to begin between the Government and the NLD. Apart from its headquarters in the capital Yangon, which re-opened in April, all of the NLD’s offices across Myanmar have been shut, according to the report.

Mr. Pinheiro, who is appointed by the Geneva-based UN Commission on Human Rights, says there are continuing reports of arrests and harsh sentences for people conducting peaceful political activities, and his request for an independent assessment about the situation in Shan State has not yet been answered.

* * *

ASEAN

28 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today praised foreign ministers from Southeast Asian nations meeting in New York for their efforts to democratize their societies and strengthen the rule of law.

“Democracy is alive and well in many of your countries – as we have seen this year through the elections in a number of countries, including Malaysia and Indonesia,” he said in remarks to a luncheon for Foreign Ministers from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

“In all the challenges you face – from resolving conflict to fighting corruption and promoting development – you will be best placed to meet them through governments that are accountable to the people and respect their will,” he added.

He also asked the officials for their support in adapting the UN to meet the challenges of the new century, referring to the blue-ribbon panel he appointed to review new challenges, threats and change. Its recommendations, he said, “will only be as good as the use we make of them.”

Mr. Annan also reminded the foreign envoys of the need to follow through on previous commitments, including to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a set of time-bound targets for tackling a range of global ills.

“I encourage ASEAN to redouble its efforts to promote cooperation and pursue strategies to achieve the Goals in the region,” he said, pledging the UN’s support in this task.

* * *

Bird flu

28 September – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) is helping authorities in Thailand determine if two recent cases of bird flu are evidence of the first human-to-human transmission of the virus, raising fears of a possible influenza pandemic.

Since yesterday the Thai Ministry of Public Health has confirmed two new cases of H5N1 avian influenza in humans: a 26-year-old woman who died on 20 September and her 32-year-old sister, who remains hospitalized in stable condition, WHO said.

While the investigation of this family cluster provides clues that human-to-human transmission may have occurred, evidence so far indicates that spread of the virus among humans has been confined to family members, the agency added.

Dr. Klaus Stöhr, Coordinator of WHO’s Global Influenza Programme, said the incident could be a “non-sustained, inefficient, dead-end street human-to-human transmission.”

But he warned that it also could also indicate the beginning of more widespread, sustained transmission “which could lead to the global spread of this virus, and that's what we would fear, namely that such a virus would acquire the human-to-human transmissibility.”

Thai officials suspect the first woman’s 11-year-old daughter – who died of pneumonia on 8 September – was the initial case, although laboratory confirmation is not possible as no specimens from this patient are available for testing. The 6-year-old son of the woman’s sister was hospitalized but is recovering, and samples from him are being tested.

The girl, who lived in the northern province of Kamphaeng Phet, resided with her aunt, whose infection has been confirmed. Both patients are known to have had contact with dead chickens.

The girl’s 26-year-old mother, whose infection is also now confirmed, resided in the Bangkok area, but provided bedside care for her daughter while she was hospitalized, up to the time of the child’s death. The mother fell ill upon her return to Bangkok, where she died on 20 September.

Thai officials have concluded that the mother could have acquired the infection either from some environmental source or while caring for her daughter, and that this represented a probable case of human-to-human transmission, WHO said.

Clinical samples taken from cases in the family cluster were immediately shared with a laboratory in the WHO Global Influenza Surveillance Network. Virus isolated from these samples will undergo genetic and antigenic analysis to determine whether the virus has evolved and, more specifically, whether it has acquired genes that allow improved transmissibility among humans.

The new cases bring to three the total in Thailand confirmed since early September. Altogether, the country has reported 15 cases, of which 10 were fatal, since the first human cases were detected in January of this year.

* * *

Maternal mortality

28 September – With at least one woman in developing countries dying in childbirth every minute – more than half a million annually – the United Nations health agency today launched a drive to prevent these deaths by training health workers.

The campaign by the World Health Organization (WHO) includes the distribution of Beyond the Numbers – Reviewing Maternal Deaths and Complications to Make Pregnancy Safer, a manual for health planners and providers. The $10 million project also involves training decision-makers, national health planners and medical service providers in high-priority countries.

The initiative is being carried out in collaboration with more than 20 regional and international agencies, including the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Bank.
They are fighting what is widely viewed as an “invisible epidemic” in poor countries, where the risk of dying in childbirth is over 100 times higher than in rich nations. WHO says these figures do not tell the whole story because as many as half of all maternal deaths go unreported. Over 60 States don’t even track statistics on the problem.

“If dead women are not even counted, then it seems they do not count,” Joy Phumaphi, WHO’s Assistant Director-General on Family and Community Health, said at a meeting today in Nairobi. 

The manual delves into the question of why women die from complications related to childbirth, and spells out how to avoid them through methods which can be used in even the poorest settings.

The main causes of maternal deaths are well-known: haemorrhage, infection, hypertensive disorders, obstructed labour and unsafe abortion. But WHO and its partners are trying to remind the world that the crisis continues because care for pregnant women is either unavailable, inaccessible, or inadequate.

The effects are tragically amplified, with an estimated 1 million children left motherless each year. Those youngsters are 10 times more likely to die in childhood than others whose mothers are alive, according to WHO.

* * *

Southern Africa

28 September – The United Nations emergency feeding agency today launched a $78 million appeal to provide aid early next year to almost 2 million people in three southern African countries facing food shortages caused by poor harvests.

The World Food Programme (WFP) said it needs the money to boost its operations in Lesotho, Malawi and Swaziland in the first half of 2005 during the peak “hunger months” ahead of the April harvest.

The three countries suffered an extremely poor harvest this year because of drought and the effects of poverty and HIV/AIDS. WFP said 127,000 tons of food aid commodities would be needed for the first two quarters of the year to feed 1.85 million people in all – 1.17 million in Malawi, 510,000 in Lesotho and 168,500 in Swaziland.

“We had hoped to scale back our activities in 2005 following two massive regional aid operations over the past two years but unfortunately the crisis in parts of southern Africa is far from over,” said Mike Sackett, WFP regional director for the region.

A separate emergency operation for those three countries will continue through the end of 2004 but an additional 32,000 tons of food – valued at $17 million – is still needed to cover regional requirements from October to December, WFP said.

“Donors have been very generous over the past few years and have helped WFP to avert a humanitarian catastrophe in southern Africa,” Mr. Sackett said. “But there is no time to rest. The international community must stay focused on the crisis in this region otherwise many of the gains that have been made – and most importantly, lives that have been saved – will be lost.”

* * *
IAEA

28 September – The United Nations nuclear watchdog agency has chosen Canadian Ambassador Ingrid Hall to serve as the Chair of its Board of Governors for the 2004-2005 working year.

Ms. Hall, who takes over from Antonio Núñez García-Saúco of Spain, heads a 35-member Board of Governors at the Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The Board also elected Pakistan’s Parvez Butt and Poland’s Jerzy Niewodniczanski as Vice-Chairpersons for the year ahead.

The Board’s responsibilities include supervising the IAEA’s budget and programme, considering applications by nations for membership, approving safeguards agreements and appointing the Director-General.

The countries currently represented on the board are: Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Ecuador, France, Germany, Ghana, Hungary, India, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Poland, Portugal, the Russian Federation, Singapore, Slovakia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Tunisia, the United Kingdom, the United States, Venezuela, Viet Nam and Yemen.

* * *

Tajikistan

28 September – Almost half the population of Tajikistan will be vaccinated against measles over the next fortnight in a campaign by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to stop the spread of a disease which has shown an alarming resurgence in the Central Asian nation in recent years.

This week about 6,000 health workers have begun moving across the largely mountainous nation to immunize nearly three million children and young people against measles. The country’s population is estimated at just over six million.

Child mortality is becoming an increasing problem in Tajikistan, where the number of children who die before they turn five has reached 118 per 1,000 births. One of the causes is measles, which has re-emerged since the collapse of the Soviet Union when immunization programmes were routine.

Yukie Mokuo, UNICEF’s Chief Representative in Tajikistan, said the country’s difficult terrain was the greatest challenge facing the vaccinators. Many villages are remote and can only be reached at certain times of the year when mountain passes are open.

The mobile vaccination teams are starting in the gorges and valleys before moving up into the mountain areas to try to immunize children who have never been reached before.

* * *

Polio

28 September – At least 6 million young children across Afghanistan will be vaccinated against polio in a three-day drive starting today that is part of a campaign by United Nations agencies to wipe out the virus in a country where it appears to be on the decline.

Travelling on foot, horseback or motorcycle, some 40,000 vaccinators – roughly one-third of these are women – will fan out across Afghanistan’s 34 provinces over the next three days as they try to immunize every child under the age of five.

The vaccinators have been trained by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO), which have set up the immunization scheme in conjunction with Afghan health authorities, to administer the oral vaccine and to collect data.

Afghanistan remains one of just six nations in the world where polio is still classified as endemic, although the number of new cases has dropped to only three so far this year from 27 in 2000. There has not been a new case since May, the longest period in the country’s recent history.

By the end of next year, through a combination of routine immunization services and special drives such as the one this week, Afghanistan hopes to have stopped all polio transmission.

In a statement, UNICEF added it has worked closely with religious and community leaders across Afghanistan to ensure that families understand the importance of vaccinating against polio.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
And Spokesman for the General Assembly President
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon, 

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
We’ll start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the Middle East:

“The Secretary-General continues to be deeply concerned at the upsurge in violence in the occupied Palestinian territory and in Israel.  He was saddened to learn of the death of 10-year-old Raghda Adnan al-Assar, who died on 22 September after being hit in the head by an Israel Defence Forces bullet whilst sitting at her desk at the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) Elementary School in Khan Younis on 7 September.  Then, on 27 September, 55-year old Said al-Madhoun was shot and killed on the grounds of UNRWA’s Preparatory School in Khan Younis.  In addition, an UNRWA contractor was shot and seriously wounded on 27 September while working in a UN warehouse in Rafah.

“The Secretary-General and his representatives in the region have repeatedly called on the Government of Israel to respect the inviolability of UN institutions and installations, and, in particular, to refrain from any activities that endanger the lives and safety of those who are lawfully on the premises, especially children.  The Secretary-General reiterates the obligation for the Government of Israel to ensure the safety of civilians in the occupied Palestinian territory.”

**Sudan - Arbour
At a press conference in Geneva before departing for New York, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, said she believed the core crisis in Darfur is one of safety and security.  That crisis is the one that we must now address with great urgency and seriousness, she added.

She was asked what the thrust of her recommendations to the Secretary-General would be.  And she said that "in general terms, I will be advocating as forcefully as I can the need for a considerable expansion of the international presence on the ground in all its manifestations."  

The Secretary-General is expected to participate in a Security Council briefing on Darfur this Thursday.  He will be accompanied by Louise Arbour and Juan Mendez, the Special Adviser of the Secretary-General on the prevention of genocide.

**Sudan - Other
Meanwhile, the High Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud Lubbers, is in Khartoum today on the last leg of a five-day mission to Chad and Sudan.  He was to meet senior government officials there and press home the urgent need to end the continuing violence in Darfur and reduce the enormous gap of mistrust between the displaced and the authorities.

**Afghanistan - Security Council
A successful election in Afghanistan on 9 October will represent a significant step on the path to democracy there.  That was the message that Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno gave to the Security Council this morning.

In an open briefing to the Council, Guéhenno said that, in the 11 days remaining before the elections, it is incumbent on all parties to work together to ensure that the process is a success.  So far, the technical arrangements are on track, but are made vulnerable by the prevailing level of insecurity.

He told the Council that last week a security exercise was conducted to simulate a series of multiple incidents throughout the country on election day.  Guéhenno stressed that all efforts must be undertaken to be fully prepared to react to attacks, especially on polling sites, the transportation of ballots and counting centres.

He added that more than 2,000 men have been disarmed in the past 10 days.  And we have his briefing notes available to you upstairs.

The open briefing was followed by Security Council consultations, also on Afghanistan.  And, once consultations end, Guéhenno will talk to reporters at the stakeout.  Or if that happens in the next few minutes, he will come here to room 226.

**Security Council – Annual Report
The Security Council began its work today by adopting its annual report to the General Assembly.

Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Tuliameni Kalomoh, said that of particular interest was the introduction to that report, which contained an analytical summary of the Council’s work. 

**Haiti – Humanitarian Update
According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, in Gonaives, Haiti, relief workers continue to struggle in distributing food and water to people affected by flooding there.  An estimated 40,000 people are in urgent need of both food and water. 

At least 44 metric tonnes of food are being distributed at two distribution sites each day.  The UN humanitarian team is looking into opening four more distribution centres in Gonaives and four centres outside that city once the UN peacekeeping mission has secured the sites. 

To try and meet the need for clean water, the UN Children’s Fund will donate 120,000 litres of bottled water.  Meanwhile, the International Federation of the Red Cross, in collaboration with non-governmental organizations is installing a water-purification unit that can produce up to 600,000 litres a day. 

Among the priority actions are surveillance programmes and vaccination campaigns to prevent disease.  Also needed are funds for trucks and tools to expedite the removal of debris from flood ravaged streets.

We have more information in a press release.

**DRC-Burundi:  UNHCR Concerns
The UN refugee agency has urged the Congolese authorities to ensure the safety of a group of 366 Congolese refugees who chose to leave Burundi and cross back into the Democratic Republic of the Congo last Friday despite hostilities there.  The refugees are Banyamulenge, that is, Congolese of Tutsi origin.

UNHCR notes that riots broke out in the Congolese town of Uvira to protest the group's return and that the refugee convoy was later stoned.  Congolese soldiers are now protecting the transit centre near Uvira, and UN peacekeeping troops are on the ground.

UNHCR’s efforts to move some of the 20,000 Congolese people living along the insecure border area of Burundi to safer camps inland are meeting great resistance.  This is despite the fact that more than 150 refugees were killed in an August attack on Gatumba border transit centre.

The agency is concerned that the refugees may be under peer pressure to repatriate to the DRC, especially after the recent visit by the vice-governor of south Kivu to ensure them that it was safe to return.

And we have more on that in a press release.

**Myanmar
The Special Rapporteur dealing with human rights in Myanmar expressed his concern at the large numbers of security detainees that remain in that country, around some 1,300 people in all.  He regrets that only a small number of detainees have been released in recent months, and is concerned that there have been no indications when [opposition leader] Aung San Suu Kyi will be released.

The Rapporteur, Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, also says in a report, which is out on the racks today, that the resumption of peace talks between Myanmar’s Government and the opposition Karen National Union is “a significant development”.  He hopes all remaining issues will be resolved by the two sides very soon.

**ASEAN Luncheon
The Secretary-General and the General Assembly President will be the guests of honour at a luncheon today bringing together the foreign ministers of the Association of South-East Asian Nations, or ASEAN for short.

The Secretary-General is expected to encourage the ASEAN States to redouble their efforts to promote cooperation and pursue strategies to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.  He will also talk to them about the work of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, which is to report on UN reform by December.

We have his embargoed remarks upstairs.

**WHO - Bird Flu
The World Health Organization is helping Thai authorities determine if two recent cases of avian influenza -- or “bird flu” -- are evidence that the virus has spread between humans.  The investigation comes as two new cases of bird flu in humans are confirmed in Thailand.  WHO says that if proven, this kind of transmission could signal the start of an influenza pandemic.
We have more have more in a WHO press release upstairs.

**WFP - Southern Africa Appeal
The World Food Programme (WFP) is appealing for $78 million to provide emergency aid to almost 2 million people in Lesotho, Malawi and Swaziland.  The Programme says it needs the money to boost its operations there in the first half of next year -- during the peak “hunger months” ahead of the April harvest. The three countries suffered an extremely poor harvest this year because of drought and the effects of poverty and HIV/AIDS.  

We have more in a WFP press release on that.

**IAEA
The Board of Governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency has decided on its membership for 2004-2005, and has elected Ambassador Ingrid Hall of Canada as the Chair of the Board for those two years.  She succeeds Antonio Núñez García-Saúco of Spain.

**ICTY
In a letter that’s out on the racks today, the Secretary-General transmitted to the Security Council 19 nominations for permanent judges on the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.  He notes that, under the Tribunal’s statute, the Council is to submit no fewer than 28 names to the General Assembly.  The Assembly would then select 14 of those candidates to occupy seats on the Tribunal.

**UNICEF - Tajikistan
The first ever measles vaccination campaign in Tajikistan began today.

UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund, says almost 3 million people -- or half of the country’s total population -- will be immunized over the next fortnight.

UNICEF says the challenge will literally be to “climb every mountain” as mountains make up 93 per cent of Tajikistan’s land area -- but having said that, the Fund is optimistic about achieving the goal.

We have more in a UNICE press release.

**UN Reports Launched Tomorrow
A heads-up now on two reports being released tomorrow:

The UN Conference on Trade and Development will release its report titled “Debt Sustainability:  Oasis or Mirage”.

It argues that debt servicing at any level is incompatible with attaining the UN Millennium Development Goals -- and calls for a total debt cancellation for Africa’s.

UNCTAD’s acting Secretary-General, Carlos Fortin, will be available for interviews on the report, so please contact UNCTAD’sNew York office if you’re interested in speaking with him.

And also, the UN Economic Commission for Africa will release its flagship publication, the “Economic Report on Africa 2004.”

**UN Trade Report - Reminder
And just a reminder that the presentation of the United Nations University’s study of the impact of the World Trade Organization regime on developing countries will be taking place tomorrow, at the Dag Hammarskjöld Library auditorium at 10:00 a.m.  And it’ll be presented by the study’s director and one of its contributors.

**Sergio Vieira de Mello
Yesterday in Geneva, Sergio Vieira de Mello was posthumously granted honorary citizenship in the canton of Geneva by Robert Cramer, President of the State Council of the Republic and Canton of Geneva.  The ceremony took place in the presence of Vieira de Mello’s widow, Annie, and of his successor as High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour.

**Press Conferences – Tomorrow
Finally, press conferences tomorrow:  At 4:00, the Permanent Mission of the CzechRepublic will be sponsoring a press conference by representatives of the Burma UN Service Office and the Quaker UN Office on the situation of human rights on Myanmar.

And then at 5:00, Foreign Minister Jose Ramos Horta of Timor Leste will be holding a press conference in this room following his address to the General Assembly.

That’s all I have for you.

Yes, Lee?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  How many UN security forces have been sent to Haiti to prevent looting of UN and NGO supplies?

Spokesman:  I don’t know that it’s new forces going in, but rather existing peacekeeping soldiers being redeployed towards Gonaives from other places.  It’s in the hundreds.  But if you check with my office afterwards, we’ll give you an exact number. [He later said that 150 UN troops were sent to Gonaives to reinforce the more than 500 UN troops and police already there.]

Okay, Djibril, do you want to come up and tell us about the General Assembly?

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Thank you Fred.
The general debate continued today, and the Assembly heard an address by one president, the President of the KyrgyzRepublic; nine foreign ministers and the chairman of the observer delegation of Palestine.  The foreign ministers were those from Tonga, Tunisia, Bhutan, Togo, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Mali, Ethiopia, Niger, and the ComorosIslands.

Among the appointments of the President of the General Assembly, Jean Ping, I’d like to highlight his meeting with the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Tunisia, Habib Ben Yahia; a meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nepal, Prakash Saran Mahat; and a meeting with the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh, Morshed Khan.  In all these meetings, the delegations informed the President of concerns that the individual delegations may have vis-à-vis the fifty-ninth session of the General Assembly.

The President of the General Assembly will also attend a reception in his honour and in honour of the UN Secretary-General that is being offered by the foreign ministers from South-East Asia; that is the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN).  Another reception is being held by the Chinese Ambassador on the occasion of the fifty-fifth anniversary of the independence of the People’s Republic of China.

And again, I have the updated list of speakers which I will be happy to share with you.

In view of the questions that were asked yesterday regarding the report of the Security Council, I have two items to share with you.  First of all, the Security Council submits annual reports to the General Assembly under Article 24, paragraph 3 of the UN charter.  And the Assembly considers such a report in accordance with Article 15, paragraph one.  Generally speaking, the Assembly takes note of the reports of the Security Council without discussion.  However, at its twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh sessions -- that is as far back as 1971 and 1972 -- the General Assembly in connection with its consideration of the Council’s report, decided to seek the view of the Member States on ways and means of enhancing the effectiveness of the Security Council.  And that is in accordance with the principles and provisions of the Charter.

So, that was one item I wanted to provide you with by way of a backgrounder.  The second item -- I think to help you again with your work -- has to do with the open-ended working group on the question equitable representation on and increase in the membership of the Security Council and other matters related to the Security Council.  Again, you will remember that this working group started its deliberations in January 1994, and since then it has continued to submit reports and recommendations to the General Assembly. 

Last year, the working group held its first meeting on 19 February under the chairmanship of the then president of the General Assembly.  And again, for your own work purposes, the proposals and positions of delegations are divided into two clusters.  Cluster one deals with increase in membership and related matters.  Cluster two concerns the working methods of the Security Council and transparency of the work of the Council.  The working group has over the years reached agreement on a large number of issues, mainly related to cluster two.  However, substantial divergences, or rather a substantial divergence of views remains on other issues, including issues on the cluster one.  So, the group will continue its work taking into account the progress achieved during the forty-eighth through the fifty-eighth sessions.  And this working group, in the fifty-eighth session, is supposed to submit a report including agreed recommendations.

So, that was the second item I just wanted to give you by way of background because I did get a few follow-up phone calls after the briefing in terms of just helping some of you journalists to get some background information on the items under consideration.

Two other items for your consideration, very quickly.  One is a meeting between the Presidents of the General Assembly, of the Security Council and of the Economic and Social Council.  And that meeting will take place on Thursday, 30 September, in the morning.  I’ll provide you with more information.  This is in the framework of revitalization, in particular pursuant to General Assembly resolution 58/126, which stipulates that the three presidents of ECOSOC, General Assembly and the Security Council are expected to meet periodically in order to strengthen cooperation and complementarity of the work programmes of the three organs.

So, we will provide you with more information on that meeting.

A final item from my briefing today is that the President of the UN Correspondents Association, Tony Jenkins, has invited the President of the General Assembly to address the membership of UNCA.  And this will take place on Thursday, 30 September, at 3:30 p.m.

Thank you.  Any questions?
Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Okay, if not, thank you Djibril, and I would ask Jean Marie Guéhenno to come up to take the podium.  He has just come out of the Security Council where he briefed them on the subject of Afghanistan.

[Issued separately]

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "China" ��AFP - China must protect environment better or face repercussions: experts�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Eden" ��IPS - ENVIRONMENT-IRAQ:  'Garden of Eden' Becomes a Mess�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Damage" ��Gulf Daily News -  Experts probe environmental damage�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Lions" ��Reuters - Kenya Wants Most-Protected Status for Lions
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