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EU/UN: MINISTERS BACK ACTION ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

      European Union Foreign Ministers, meeting in Brussels on September 30, renewed the EU's commitment to ensuring the coherence of its internal and external policies, including development aid, in pursuit of the      objectives outlined at the Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development which closed on      September 4. Starting in November, the Member States will review work by the other Council configurations      on the implementation of the internal and external dimension of the Community strategy for sustainable      development, and the follow-up to conferences and pledges made in Johannesburg (sustainable development), Doha (Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organisation), Monterrey (development financing) and Rome (World Food Summit). In passing, the Council notably reaffirmed the EU's commitment to achieving the targets outlined in Johannesburg (see European Report 2708). 

      On the international front, the Council called on the United Nations to draw up a report on implementing

 TheJohannesburg agreement, particularly in the case of the UN governance structures, and to come out in      favour of consolidating the UN Commission on Sustainable Development. France and Germany once again      called for a World Environment Organisation to be set up. The Council has given its backing to the proposal      to strengthen the UN's institutional structures, including the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the      financial institutions, the Global Environment Facility, the WTO and the Regional Economic Commissions of      the United Nations, whose UN Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE) the Council wants to take further      measures and define specific targets for combating the adverse economic, social and environmental effects  of current development inside and outside the area. All eyes are on Kiev, where the next UN/ECE conference      is to be held in May of next year. ___________________________________________________________________________________________

AFP

DR Congo environment groups plead for great apes protection 

KINSHASA, Sept 29 (AFP) - Environmentalists from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) appealed to the Kinshasa government Sunday for laws to protect endangered great apes from poaching, civil war and the destruction of their habitat. 

The ecologists and endangered species activists from the DRC's 11 provinces, said in a statement great apes needed to be accorded "special status ... so they cannot be attacked in their natural habitat even in time of armed conflict". 

"Great apes" is the general term for gorillas, chimpanzees, bonobos and orangutans. 

Gorillas, chimpanzees and bonobos still live in the wild in the DRC. 

The environmentalists -- who had gathered for a conference organized by the UN Great Ape Survival Project (GRASP) and the Central African Regional Project for the Environment (CARPE) -- said the DRC could pull the apes back from the brink of extinction by educating the public and creating a police force dedicated to environmental protection. 

CARPE said it hoped that once peace was restored, the government would "regulate access to tourist sites in order to better protect 'man's cousins'". 

A representative of the ministry of the environment, tourism and nature conservation, Ipalaka Yobwa, said reforms were underway to "protect and promote the flora and fauna of the DRC and boost the profits derived from them". 

With its lush environment around the Congo river basin and forested mountains, the DRC is a fount of biodiversity. 

But civil war over the past four years in the vast central African nation has decimated the wildlife, including apes and elephants. 

In rebel-controlled areas in the east, the unregulated activities of small-scale miners have also contributed to the plight of endangered species. The miners, who search for deposits of the mineral coltan, shoot the animals for trophies and meat. 

   gt/mkh/gil
___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Land use 'alters climate'

               Reforestation in snowy areas can change the climate

              By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

               The way humans alter the surface of the Earth may be a  key factor in climate change, scientists believe. 

               They say land-use changes are probably just as  important as greenhouse gas emissions. 

               They think tropical land surface changes are probably a greater influence on climate than the seasonal El Nino  weather disturbances in the Pacific. 

               And they suggest a new formula for measuring all  human-caused climate influences. 

               The scientists, whose work was funded by the US space agency Nasa, published their findings in the               Philosophical Transactions of London's Royal Society,  the UK's national academy of sciences. 

               They say changes like urban sprawl, the destruction and  planting of forests, and farming and irrigation all have a  strong effect on regional surface temperatures,  precipitation and larger-scale atmospheric circulation. 

               So human-caused (anthropogenic) land changes, especially in North America, Europe and south-east Asia,  redistribute atmospheric heat regionally and globally. 

               Centuries of change 

               The researchers say these changes "may actually have a greater impact on climate than that due to

               anthropogenic greenhouse gases combined". 

               The lead author of the study is Dr Roger Pielke Sr, an atmospheric scientist at Colorado State University, US. 

               He said: "Our work  suggests that the impacts  of human-caused  landcover changes on climate are at least as  important and quite possibly more important than those of carbon dioxide. 

               "Through landcover changes over the last 300 years, we may have already altered the climate  more than would occur with  the radiative effect of a doubling of carbon dioxide." 

               If carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions continue at current  rates, atmospheric CO2 concentrations are expected to double by 2050. 

               Land use changes matter because different types of surface strongly affect the atmospheric distribution of the Sun's energy. 

               The study offers several examples:  replacing a rainforest with crops means less  transpiration (evaporation of water from the leaves), which means warmer temperatures  irrigating farmland means more transpiration, and greater evaporation from moist soils, which cools and moistens the atmosphere and can                    alter precipitation and cloudiness  planting or replacing trees in forest regions with heavy snowfall means less reflected sunlight and  more heat absorption - a net warming effect despite the growing trees' use of CO2               reforestation can increase local transpiration, increasing the water vapour in the air - water   vapour is the biggest contributor to greenhouse gas warming.

               At sea, periodic El Nino disturbances in the Pacific create  moist rising air and thunderstorms, which can affect the weather thousands of miles away. 

               Rethinking the effects 

               The researchers say: "Tropical land surface changes should be expected to play a greater role on global

               climate than El Nino, given that thunderstorms prefer to  form over land, and the fact that the large area of tropical land-use changes far exceeds the relatively small area of water responsible for El Nino. 

               "Impacts of land use changes are harder to detect because they are  permanent, as opposed to El Nino, which comes and  goes." 

               They propose a new way to  measure the impacts of both greenhouse gases and landcover changes - a            formula that quantifies all  the anthropogenic climate change factors in terms of the amount of heat redistributed from one area to another. 

               This heat redistribution is stated in terms of watts  per meter squared. So if a torch generated heat of one

               watt covering a square meter, the heat energy emitted would be one watt per meter squared. 

               The researchers hope in this way to achieve a more  accurate picture of all of humanity's influences on the  climate.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Antarctic Ozone Hole Shrinks, Divides in Two 

                      GREENBELT, Maryland, September 30, 2002 (ENS) - The ozone hole over the Antarctic this September is not only smaller than it was in 2000 and 2001, but has split into two separate holes, according to scientists in the United States  and Europe. 

                      Every year since 1979, the return of sunlight to the high latitudes of the Southern Hemisphere has produced massive depletion of ozone over  Antarctica. This year, the hole is smaller than at any time since 1988,                      atmospheric scientists say. 

                                   Ozone depletion over Antarctica September 24, 2002 (Photo courtesyNASA's Goddard Space Flight Center)

                                   Scientists from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) say the smaller ozone hole over the Antarctic is due to this year's warm  stratospheric weather patterns. 

                      Paul Newman, a lead ozone researcher at NASA's Goddard Space Flight  Center, Greenbelt, Maryland, said this year, warmer than normal temperatures around the edge of the polar vortex are responsible for the smaller ozone loss. 

                      "The Southern Hemisphere's stratosphere was unusually disturbed this year," said Craig Long, meteorologist at NOAA's Climate Prediction Center. 

                      The unusual weather patterns were so strong, the ozone hole split into two pieces during late September. 

                      The Climate Prediction Center has been monitoring and studying the ozone  since the early 1970s. "This is the first time we've seen the polar vortex split in September," said Long. 

                      "This breakdown is occurring exceptionally early in the year, about two  months earlier than normal," confirmed Henk Eskes, a senior scientist at the  Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute. "The depth of the ozone hole this  year also is unusually small, about half that recorded in 2001." 

                      Last September, the Antarctic ozone hole was larger than the combined area of the United States, Canada and Mexico - about 24 million square kilometers (nine million square miles). 

                      This year it measures about 15 million square kilometers (6 million square  miles) - a little larger than Antarctica. 

                      The stratosphere is that part of the atmosphere about six to 30 miles above the Earth's surface where the ozone layer is found. The ozone layer prevents   much of the sun's harmful ultraviolet radiation from reaching the Earth's  surface. Ultraviolet radiation is a primary cause of skin cancer. 

                      Since the early 1980s, the Antarctic ozone hole has developed every year starting in August or September. Depletion is caused by chlorine compounds such as chlorofluorocarbons, or CFCs, which had been used as refrigerants,  solvents and foam blowing agents, and bromine compounds such as halons   used to extinguish fires. 

                      Ozone depletion occurs only at very low temperatures under the influence of  solar radiation. As a result, the ozone hole only appears over the cold region  of Antarctica, when the sun returns after the polar winter. 

                      Ozone hole over Antarctica, September 2000. (Photo courtesy NASA's GSFC)

                      The coldest temperatures over the South Pole typically occur in August and September. Thin clouds form in  these cold conditions, and chemical reactions on the cloud particles help chlorine and bromine gases to                      rapidly destroy ozone. 

                      By early October, temperatures usually begin to warm, and thereafter the ozone layer starts to recover. 

                      The Montreal Protocol and its amendments banned some chlorine and bromine compounds in 1995, because of their destructive effect on the ozone layer. But CFCs and halons still linger at high concentrations in the atmosphere. 

                      Although the ozone hole is smaller this year, scientists are warning that a single year's unusual pattern does not make a long term trend. 

                      Despite the optimistic forecast, Eskes warned the possibility that one of the two remnants will strengthen and form a new ozone hole "cannot be excluded." 

                      The Dutch national research and information center for climate, climatic  change and seismology, uses data from the European Space Agency's Global

                      Ozone Monitoring Experiment instrument onboard the ERS-2 satellite to generate daily global ozone analyses and nine day ozone forecasts. 

                      NOAA and NASA continuously observe Antarctic ozone with a combination of ground, balloon, and satellite based instruments. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

 Smallest ozone hole since 1988, scientists say

  WASHINGTON - This year's Antarctic ozone hole is the smallest one since 1988, but this has little to do with earthly activities and much  to do with weird weather in the stratosphere, U.S. government scientists said. 

  The ozone hole has also split into two pieces, a new wrinkle on a phenomenon that scientists first observed in the 1970s, and have tracked  as one measure of the impact of pollution. 

  The 2002 edition of the ozone hole covers about 6 million square miles (16 million square kilometres), well below the 9 million square miles  (24 million square kilometres) seen for the last six years at this time of year. Late September is generally the time scientists see the most  ozone loss. 

  "This is smallest ozone hole since 1988, but that's still a lot of ozone loss," said Paul Newman, an ozone researcher at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center outside Washington. 

  The ozone layer shields Earth from the sun's harmful ultraviolet radiation, a cause of skin cancer in humans and potentially deadly to crops  and animals. Without the ozone layer, there would be no life on this planet. 

  The small size of this year's ozone hole is caused by unexpectedly large weather patterns in the stratosphere, the layer of the atmosphere  some six miles (10 km) to 30 miles (48 km) above Earth's surface where the ozone layer is found. 

  Normally, stratospheric weather in the extreme southern hemisphere is placid, allowing for a large ozone hole to open up, Newman said.  This year, mammoth weather patterns pumped ozone into the south polar region and warmed it up. 

  "The warm air actually shuts down ozone loss," Newman said in a telephone interview. 

  The strange stratospheric weather also caused the ozone hole to divide into two lobes, instead of staying in one blob generally centered  over Antarctica, he said. 

  The ozone hole is caused by the chemicals chlorine and bromine, which are contained in chloroflurocarbons and halons, human-made  chemicals once used in hairspray, refrigerators and car air conditioners. 

  Chlorofluorocarbons and halons were banned in 1995 because of their destructive effect on the ozone layer, but they are so long-lasting  that at this rate, the ozone hole will not disappear until 2050 or so, Newman said. 

  The coldest temperatures over the South Pole typically occur in August and September, when thin clouds form and chemical reactions  help chlorine and bromine gases to rapidly destroy ozone. By early October, temperatures usually begin to warm, and after that the ozone

  layer starts to recover. 

  The National Aeronautics and Space Administration and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration continuously observe  Antarctic ozone with a combination of instruments, including balloons and satellites. 

  The ozone layer around the Arctic gets thin every year but is not considered to have a hole, Newman said. 

  More information on this year's ozone hole is available online at http://www.gsfc.nasa.gov/topstory/20020926ozonehole.html. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Yahoo News

Toxins Put Arctic Polar Bears and Humans at Risk

Tue Oct 1,11:25 AM ET

 By Paul de Bendern HELSINKI, Finland (Reuters) - The health of polar bears and the indigenous  peoples of the Arctic is at serious risk from man-made toxins being carried there by air and sea, a new report showed Tuesday. 

                      The impact of pollutants traveling to the delicate Arctic environment from other parts of the world is being felt the most by those at the top of the food chain -- polar bears and humans, the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Program said. 

   "Some Arctic people are among the most highly exposed people on the globe because contaminants accumulate in their foods," said the Norwegian-based group, a unit of the intergovernmental Arctic Council.                       The report, presented at an Arctic environment pollution conference in the  Finnish town of Rovaniemi, found mercury levels in some Arctic indigenous people are high enough to affect children's development.  It also said mercury levels in some wildlife are increasing while global emissions are not falling. 

                      "Most of these contaminants are produced and used outside the Arctic," the  group's chair, Helgi Jensson, said in the report, prepared over the past five years by scientists from Arctic countries working with Arctic indigenous  peoples. 

                      The group said the Inuit in Greenland and Canada, the indigenous people of the Arctic, have among the world's highest exposures to certain toxic chemicals carried there from far afield. 

                      People with increased risk mainly lived in areas with high intake of marine  mammals, such as the Inuit, and those with high intake of some fish species, such as Yup'ik in western Alaska. 

                      "They eat the food because it is full of nutrition but the animals they eat are also contaminated. That's the dilemma," the group's executive secretary, Lars Otto Reiersen, told Reuters. 

                      He said the lack of elder animals in some populations may be a consequence of pollutants gathered in the Arctic from afar. 

                      "Levels of PCBs in some wildlife are high enough to cause subtle effects on the  immune system and this may even be true for children in some areas. Other  PCB-risks include effects on brain development and reproduction," the group said. 

                      PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyls, are mixtures of chemicals and potentially cancer-causing. They build up in the food chain, especially in fatty tissue like  blubber -- key nutrition for polar bears and the Inuit. Use of the industrial  chemicals is largely banned in the West. 

                      "In the long run, international conventions or protocol are the only ways to  reduce the contaminant load in the Arctic traditional foods and thus in people. However, it will take many years before levels decrease, and in the short term dietary advice may also be prudent," the group said. 

                      Marine mammals, such as polar bear, Arctic fox, harbor porpoise, seals, and birds also suffered from high levels of contamination by persistent organic pollutants that damage the nervous system, development and reproduction. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA)  - NEWS UPDATE

October 02, 2002

NGO launches project to save Kenya's forest cover 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenyan NGO, Renewable Energy Technology Assistant Programme (RETAP), has launched an environmental management and conservation initiative to help check the wanton destruction of the country's forest. Officials said the pilot project, expected to be some 20 post-primary schools have been selected as eco- models, where the NGO has established "woodlots" or tree plantations for constant supply of wood fuel. The NGO has also helped to install energy-saving cooking stoves in the institutions.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng022119&dte=01/10/2002
Preparations underway to remove wastes from Italian shipwreck 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - Preparations are underway to remove the remaining contents of 21 containers of hazardous chemicals from the Jolly Rubino, an Italian-registered cargo ship that ran aground 14 km south of the St Lucia estuary in KwaZulu-Natal on 12 September. Drums and other heavily burned debris will be lifted off the ship by helicopter and taken to a temporary storage site in the Richards Bay area away from populated or ecologically sensitive areas. They will then be sorted by specialists for recycling or disposal. Salvage workers hope to start the chemical removal process by the end of this week, but this will depend on good weather conditions. Oil transfer operations resumed Monday morning. The Jolly Rubino had 377 containers onboard, including 46 containing hazardous chemicals. Twenty-five of these containers were either burned completely or fell overboard in the 24 hours following the fire.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng022073&dte=01/10/2002
Two Newest Parks are World Class Havens for Corals, Dugongs and Elephants

World Wildlife Fund (Washington, DC): Mozambique President Honored for Designating Two of Africa's Most Important National Parks. Two Newest Parks are World Class Havens for Corals, Dugongs and Elephants. Joaquim Chissano was awarded World Wildlife Fund's Gift to the Earth, which recognizes outstanding contributions to global conservation, for establishing the Quirimbas National Park and an extension to Bazaruto Archipelago National Park. Quirimbas and Bazaruto are both globally outstanding centers of wildlife and habitats. Quirimbas harbors a rich array of miombo and coastal forests, mangroves, coral reefs and mammals such as elephants and leopards, while Bazaruto is habitat for dugongs, humpback and minke whales, more than 100 coral species and five turtle species.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210010572.html
KZN to Put Young People At the Fore of Environmental Issues

BuaNews (Pretoria): KwaZulu-Natal agriculture and environmental affairs MEC, Narend Singh, has outlined his department's intention to create a platform for young people to be at the forefront of environmental issues. Speaking in Pietermaritzburg last night, at environmental awards function for KwaZulu-Natal schoolchildren, Mr. Singh said the department had already sent two children to Canada in May for hands-on experience of how environmental issues were handled there. Last night, the pupils gave a report back on their trip. The visit followed a similar one to England, last year.'The aim is to build up a leadership core of young people to be at the cutting edge of the environmental movement,' he explained.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210010648.html
Divergent Views On Modified Foods Delay Food Aid

The Daily News (Harare): Divergent views on gene-altered foods is delaying the shipment of food aid to millions of starving southern Africans, a senior official said. Prega Ramsamy, CEO and Executive Secretary of the 14-member Southern Africa Development Community (Sadc), said in Angola the absence of a clearly defined regional response to genetically modified (GM) food relief was a serious problem. "The absence of a harmonised regional position on GMOs is creating operational problems with regard to movement of food and non-food items which may contain GMOs. This is particularly serious given the current humanitarian crisis," Ramsamy said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200210010545.html
______________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 2 October 2002

______________________________________________________________________________________


Topical News Issues

Pollution Contributed to China Floods and Droughts: NASA 
Tehran Times, October 1, 2002 - PARIS -- The "Asian brown cloud", a vast haze of soot particle hovering over south Asia, is at least partly to blame for China's recent climatic disasters -- drought in the north and floods in the south -- according to a NASA study published this week in U.S. journal *** Science.**** Surabi Menon of NASA and Columbia University and James Hansen of NASA's Goddard Institute said in the study there was a clear link between increased amounts of man-made soot and the kind of climate change witnessed in the south Asian region over the past few years.
… In August the UN Environment Program (UNEP) said the pollution haze was damaging agriculture, modifying rainfall patterns and endangering the population. 
Using global models to study the phenomenon, the UNEP said the cloud could reduce precipitation over northwest India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, western China and the western part of Central Asia by as much as between 20 and 40 percent.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=10/1/02&Cat=7&Num=2 

Democrats in bid to sway govt on CDM - Mechanism to spur foreign investments 
Bangkok Post, Oct 2, 2002 (Porpot Changyawa) - The Democrat party wants the cabinet to reverse its decision to reject foreign assistance under the clean development mechanism (CDM) to cut greenhouse gases under the Kyoto Protocol.
Phetchaburi MP Alongkorn Polabut said the House committee on energy, of which he is vice-chairman, would urge the cabinet to accept the carbon credit projects under the CDM, which Thailand is eligible for after ratifying the Kyoto Protocol.
… Surin Wiwatsirin of International Environment Division, Office of Environment Policy and Planning, said the office has continued its role as the focal point of CDM projects and would participate in the next session of the United Nations' climate change preparatory meeting in India at the end of this month.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/02Oct2002_news16.html 

Double trouble at the ozone
Sydney Morning Herald (By Richard Macey) October 2 2002 - As if one hole in the ozone layer was not bad enough, scientists have revealed that there are now two.
But this time, for a change, it is nothing to do with us.
Every year, usually late in November or early in December, a shift in the winds which blow west to east, 15 to 25 kilometres up, cause the Antarctic ozone hole to break into two, Paul Fraser, chief research scientist with the CSIRO's Atmospheric Research division, said yesterday.
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2002/10/02/1033283492572.html 

______________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE OF 1 OCTOBER

UNEP or UN  in the news

FT, page 8: INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY: Canadian business rallies against Kyoto accord cuts

A battle is being fought in Canada over the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, with business leaders claiming that it could inflict severe damage on the economy. ..The dispute has escalated since Jean Chrýtien, the prime minister, announced plans at the Earth Summit in Johannesburg last month to put the protocol to a vote in parliament this year….

A government assessment, prepared with the provinces and industry, concluded that by 2012, Kyoto might leave GDP unchanged or cut growth by as much as two percentage points. But it did not analyse the potential impact of the protocol on sales to the US, which buys most Canadian exports….

The paper also assumed Canada would get credits for clean energy exports which displace dirtier fuels such as coal. This proposal, which would require a reopening of talks on the Kyoto Protocol, has been flatly rejected by Margot Wallstrým, EU environment commissioner…

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=021001000543&query=Canadian+business+rallies&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
______________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

1 October 2002

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Sahara desert's advance appears to be reversing, Boston Globe, 1/10:  Reprint of News Scientist article. (See

http://www.boston.com/dailyglobe2/274/science/Sahara_desert_s_advance_appears_to_be_reversing+.shtml)

Ozone hole over Antarctica has shrunk, split in two, Associated Press, 30/9:  The ozone hole over Antarctica is markedly smaller this year than in the last few years and has split in two, government scientists reported Monday.  (See http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/10/10012002/ap_48576.asp and http://www.msnbc.com/news/815212.asp?0bl=-0)

Dispute Over Water Could Inflame Mideast, CBC News, 27/9:  In the tangled world of Middle East politics, few issues cause more concern than water.  In the past few years, the south Lebanese have repossessed the Wazzani River, after years of Israeli occupation. The river may flow through Lebanon, but Israel regards a Lebanese water pumping project as theft of Israeli property.  Israel has turned to Washington for help. Last week, American experts inspected the area, and then asked the Lebanese to stop the project. Beirut refused, saying it will only listen to the UN.  (See http://cbc.ca/news)

Automakers Vow to Unite on Clean Diesel, Los Angeles Times, 28/9:  In a rare expression of unity from an otherwise cutthroat industry, the world's automakers pledged Friday to work together on global safety and environmental standards for cars.  In a joint statement issued after an auto show in Paris, 13 industry CEOs agreed to work on promoting new technologies and better fuel quality, international standardization of vehicle regulations, and global acceptance of clean diesel technology.  (See http://www.latimes.com/la-fi-autos28sep28,0,6610591.story)

Floods Bring Relief to Friends of Elbe River, Los Angeles Times, 29/9:  Environmental activists are thrilled that plans to dredge the German waterway for shipping have been sunk by summer's deluge. (See http://www.latimes.com/la-fg-elbe29sep29,0,953699.story)

Activists Try Again to Stop Bank-Backed African Pipeline, IPS, 28/9:  Cameroon residents affected by a controversial World Bank-backed oil pipeline are appealing to the agency's Inspection Panel to stop the damaging project - just weeks after an earlier attempt was rebuffed by the bank's directors. The locals, joined by the U.S.-based Centre for Environment and Friends of the Earth-Cameroon, hope their plea will succeed where an earlier complaint filed by citizens of neighbouring Chad affected by the project did not. (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=12568)

Cocaine industry causes widespread destruction of rain forest in Peru, AP, 29/9:  In the last 30 years, some 5.7 million acres of Peruvian rainforest have been razed to make way for coca crops, and more than 14,800 tons of toxic chemicals used in the cocaine manufacturing process are dumped into the Amazon jungle every year.  Coca farmers frequently rely on heavy applications of pesticides to ward off weeds, and processors use still more chemicals, such as sulfuric acid and kerosene, to create raw cocaine paste.  The results range from poisoned water and species extinctions to erosion and landslides, and the long-term implications could include the desertification of now-lush tropical valleys in the region.  (See http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/news/archive/2002/09/29/international1215EDT0471.DTL and http://www.msnbc.com/news/812162.asp?0bl=-0)

Don't Resume the Elephant Harvest, NY Times, 1/10:  Opinion Piece by Matthew Scully, author of "Dominion: The Power of Man, the Suffering of Animals, and the Call to Mercy”.  He calls on Republicans, given the use of the animal as the party’s symbol and the longstanding commitment of past Republican Administrations to their plight, to leave elephants again at the mercy of the ivory trade, as recommended by a few in Congress and the US Fish and Wildlife Service.  A vote on whether to end the ivory ban will come early next month at the CITES meeting in Santiago.  Kenya, India and other nations opposed to ivory trading are counting on US help to turn back the proposal.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/01/opinion/01SCUL.html?ex=1034483674&ei=1&en=39095dabdb4047ad)

Glaciers slip sliding away, Philadelphia Inquirer, 30/9:  As the Earth warms, it is losing its ice fields at an alarming rate. The snows of Kilimanjaro and of the Alps may melt. A source of water and power is disappearing.   Surveys from satellites and aircraft document an alarming speed-up in the melting of glaciers around the world.  The swift retreat of these great ice streams is helping to raise ocean levels and is threatening significant changes in human, animal and plant life - some good, but mostly bad.  Like a canary in a coal mine, the dwindling of the glaciers is visible evidence that the Earth really is getting hotter.  (See http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/4178882.htm)

US NEWS

EPA says one-third of rivers in survey too polluted for swimming, fishing, AP, 1/10:  More than one-third of surveyed rivers and about half of all lakes and estuaries are too polluted for swimming or fishing, the Environmental Protection Agency said Monday. It projected a gap of more than $500 billion in unmet water quality needs over 20 years unless spending on treatment facilities rises significantly.  (See http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/10/10012002/ap_48575.asp)

California again rattles industry with emissions law, Associated Press, 29/9:  Californians aren't shy about taking to the open road, and the balance between automotive freedom and environmental stewardship is strong in the nation's largest car market.  In a place where the culture of the car is as embedded as surfing, automakers are watching warily to see whether other states will follow California's lead in making it mandatory for them to reduce carbon dioxide emissions in cars and light trucks by 2009.  (See http://www.chicagotribune.com/classified/automotive/chi-0209290254sep29.story)

U.S. issues report card on coral reefs, MSNBC, 27/9:  In its first ever report card on the health of coral reefs in U.S. waters, the government on Friday said every reef system has problems and that the worst are in Florida and the U.S. Caribbean. Live coral cover in the Florida Keys has declined 37 percent in five years, while 23 of 31 coral reef fishery stocks in the U.S. Caribbean are overfished.  (See http://www.msnbc.com/news/813825.asp)

Undermining Environmental Law, NY Times Editorial, 30/9:  On issues large and small, the Bush administration has spent the better part of two years rolling back Bill Clinton's environmental legacy. It has abandoned the Kyoto accord on global warming, weakened protections for wetlands and eased mining laws. Now it appears to be aiming at even bigger game - the National Environmental Policy Act, regarded as the Magna Carta of environmental protection and perhaps the most important of all the environmental statutes signed into law by Richard Nixon three decades ago. Congress, which wrote this law 33 years ago, must be alert to any effort to undermine it.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/30/opinion/30MON1.html?ex=1034478832&ei=1&en=a37cffa5dca39bd8)

Enforcement of Environmental Laws Has Slipped, Democrats Say, NY Times, 1/10:  Congressional Democrats, trying to revive the issue of the environment in a political atmosphere increasingly devoted to war, said today that the Bush administration had fallen down on enforcing the nation's environmental laws.  In a report to be released on Tuesday, the Democrats found "dramatic decline" in enforcement of environmental statutes during the Bush administration compared with the Clinton administration based on analyses of data from the Environmental Protection Agency.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/01/politics/01EPA.html?ex=1034483400&ei=1&en=b67083e1e07b7aba)

CANADIAN NEWS

Ottawa promises to move on Kyoto by year's end, Toronto Star, 1/10:  Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien on Monday laid out his agenda for his final 17 months in office in the “Speech from the Throne” (the Canadian version of the US State of the Union speech), promising to decrease poverty among children, raise the standard of living for Canada's indigenous people, boost health care and protect the environment, including calls for the approval of the Kyoto Protocol.  In addition, the government promised to curb increasing truck traffic in the Montreal-to-Windsor corridor, a move that would help Canada meet its Kyoto emission targets.  The speech reiterated a promise to create 10 new national parks, increasing the total parks area by almost 50 per cent. As well the government repeated   the Prime Minister's pledge to create five marine conservation areas underwater national parks to protect ecologically significant sites.  The rest of the environment package included: bringing back legislation to protect endangered species and to tighten controls on pesticides; the accelerated   clean-up of toxic wastes on abandoned Cold War radar stations; and improved water quality in sites under federal control, such as First Nations reserves and military bases.   (See http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1026145850418&call_page=TS_News&call_pageid=968332188492&call_pagepath=News/News)

In the ongoing debate on the Kyoto Protocol, articles included:
Albertan Premier Klein declares support for Confederation after linking Kyoto, separation, Canadian Press, 30/9:  (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={44E5A153-0314-4B6E-8B07-54EF3A546DAC}

Ottawa's Kyoto research 'fishy', National Post, 30/9:  (See http://www.nationalpost.com/utilities/story.html?id={7DC7397E-36E9-4512-B1D0-655897C3A962})

Undermining Kyoto, Toronto Star Editorial of 29/9 denounces the Canadian Coalition for Responsible Environmental Solutions for not providing any alternative solutions when they announced their immediate purpose of stopping the Canadian government from ratifying the Kyoto accord on climate change.  (See http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_PrintFriendly&c=Article&cid=1026145809255)

Kyoto could cost Alberta $4.2B oilsands project to US, Financial Post, 28/9:  (See http://www.nationalpost.com/components/printstory/printstory.asp?id=548d88ec-7a81-46a5-ab9a-9de92d1bd867)

Anti-Kyoto lobby mixed over effects of campaign against air pollution accord, Canadian Press, 29/9:  (See http://www.canada.com/components/printstory/printstory.asp?id={31F3CC0C-759A-47A9-8A28-1335835D6519})

* ***
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General:

           Good afternoon.

           **Millennium Declaration

                     Earlier this morning, the Secretary-General appeared before you to discuss his first annual report on how nations have followed up the Millennium Declaration, which will be discussed in the General Assembly this Friday.

           In a nutshell, he said, the report “says the world is falling short. If we carry on the way we are, the pledges are not going to be fulfilled”.

           The Secretary-General said that all States have pledged to achieve parity between boys and girls in primary

     and secondary schools by 2005, little more than two years from now, a goal, he said, which is unlikely to be met.  He added, “Without greater success in placing more girls in school, I fear it will prove even more difficult to reach the other goals”.

           He said the United Nations has started a Millennium Campaign, to make sure that the Millennium

     Development Goals are better known throughout the world, and that something is actually done to make those goals a  reality.

           He also named Eveline Herfkens, formerly the Minister for Development Cooperation in the Netherlands, as an adviser to assist in promoting the Millennium Development Goals.  Ms. Herfkens and UN Development Programme  Administrator Mark Malloch Brown then spoke at length about the need to push ahead with the Development Goals.

                 **Iraq: UN Weapons Inspectors Continue Vienna Talks

           The Government of Iraq and officials of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)began a second day of talks in Vienna, and we have been informed  by our Vienna office that the discussions concluded just recently.

           Going into the talks this afternoon, UNMOVIC Executive Chairman Hans Blix said that the Monday talks had  been “a very full day of discussions”, systematically going through the practical arrangements for weapons inspectors. The inspectors, he said, were seeking “immediate, unconditional, unrestricted access”.

           He said he would brief the Security Council on Thursday about the talks.

           Mr. Blix is expected to brief the press in Vienna in a few minutes, but that press briefing had not yet begun as I came down to talk to you.  We will put out a transcript of that press briefing as soon as it is completed and we are  trying to pipe it live through the MX system.  And when that happens, and the press briefing starts in Vienna, this briefing will cut out because we have only one MX line so we will stop broadcasting this briefing on the MX system once Hans Blix starts talking in Vienna.

                 **Côted'Ivoire

           We issued a statement attributable to the Spokesman last night concerning the Côte d’Ivoire situation and I’ll  now read it into the record: 

           “The Secretary-General continues to follow with deep concern the developments in Côte d’Ivoire.  He

     welcomes the results of the ECOWAS Extraordinary Summit which took place in Accra, Ghana, on 29 September. He supports the Summit's call for the insurgents to cease hostilities and for all parties to work towards a negotiated settlement to avert further violence whose humanitarian consequences could be disastrous for Côte d'Ivoire and the entire subregion.

           “The Secretary-General calls on the international community to support the ECOWAS peace initiative and

     contribute to the creation of a conducive environment for a peaceful outcome of the crisis.  He affirms the readiness of  the United Nations to support the ongoing subregional efforts to resolve the crisis.”

                 **Côte d’Ivoire-UNHCR

           The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reports that it is desperately

     looking for new sites to house refugees who continue to arrive at the agency’s offices in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, after having been burned out of their homes.

           About 50 refugees continue arriving each day at UNHCR's office in the city.  Some spend the night outside the office gates, leaving themselves exposed to potential trouble after curfew.

           UNHCR is now caring for more than 600 refugees in three sites in the Abidjan area.  The refugees are reported to be restless, frustrated and scared. There are many families with six or seven children, often including babies. There are about 100 Sierra Leonean refugees among those who have lost their homes.

           The United Nations estimates that more than 6,000 people have now lost their homes and are displaced in

     Abidjan alone.

                 **Oshima in Sudan

           In Khartoum today, United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator Kenzo Oshima and the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Affairs for the Sudan, Tom Eric Vraalsen, met with senior government officials.

           At a press encounter after those meetings, Mr. Oshima said he had reiterated the messages the

     Secretary-General had sent to the Government of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) that  parties to the conflict should make every effort to end the fighting, return to the negotiating table and move towards a  peaceful solution to the conflict for the sake of the people of Sudan.

           Mr. Oshima said he would deliver those same messages to SPLM officials when he meets with them later this week.

           In his meetings today, Mr. Oshima said he also raised issues of concern to United Nations humanitarian

     agencies and their partners, including the recent flight bans over the Equatoria provinces in southern Sudan.  He said    he had received assurances that the Government of Sudan would look into these problems with a view to resolving them urgently.

                 **Security Council

           In accordance with the principle of alphabetical rotation, Cameroon has succeeded Bulgaria as the President  of the Security Council for the month of October.

           There are no scheduled meetings or consultations of the whole of the Council today.

           The first scheduled consultations as of now are for tomorrow, when Council members will meet to discuss the  programme of work for the month.

           Following those consultations at 1:00 p.m. tomorrow, Council President, Ambassador Martin Belinga-Eboutou, Permanent Representative of Cameroon, will speak to you here in room 226.

           At 4:00 p.m. today, there is a meeting scheduled of the Security Council committee established by resolution   1373 (2001) concerning counter-terrorism. That committee is chaired by Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom.

                 **Bosnia and Herzegovina

           The United Nations Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina this week will confer accreditation to two law

     enforcement agencies that it has deemed meet the basic standards for democratic police institutions.

           Tomorrow, Jacques Klein, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina, will be  present at the accreditation ceremony for the Republika Srpska’s Ministry of the Interior, and on Thursday, he will  attend one for the Ministry of the Interior for Canton 1, in the Bosnian Federation.

           Other law enforcement agencies will be accredited in the coming weeks.  We have further details in a press

     release from Sarajevo.

                 **Oil-for-Food Programme

           Figures released by the Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP) in their weekly update show that Iraqi oil exports  dropped from the previous week’s high of 1.9 million barrels per day to just over 1.1 million barrels per day.  With a   total weekly volume of 7.9 million barrels, the exports netted an estimated $210 million in revenue at current prices and  rate of exchange.    An overview of the implementation of Security Council resolution 1409 (2002) based on the Goods Review List (GRL) indicates that over 66 per cent of the newly processed contracts for humanitarian supplies and equipment were   found not to contain any GRL items and therefore approved by the Office of the Iraq Programme.  However, a large  number of contracts also required additional information from suppliers for final assessment by UNMOVIC and the IAEA and are therefore pending.

           The full text of the OIP weekly update is available upstairs.

                 **Burundi Refugees

           UNHCR has an update on the outflow of refugees from Burundi.

           It says that nearly 900 Burundian refugees have fled to Tanzania since last Friday in a rapidly growing outflow.   More refugees are said to be on the way.  The recent arrivals bring to more than 3,000 the total number of Burundian   refugees who have fled to Tanzania during September alone –- a nearly tenfold increase from August when only 350  new Burundian refugees were registered in Tanzania.  This year's total so far now stands at 5,200.

           **Law of the Sea Tribunal

           In Hamburg, Germany, today, Judge Dolliver Nelson of Grenada was elected as President of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, from 2002 through 2005.  Over the past three years, he has been the Tribunal’s Vice-President.

           He replaced the outgoing President, Judge Chandrasekhara Rao.

           We have a press release with Judge Nelson’s biographical information.

                 **International Day of Older Persons

           Today is the International Day of Older Persons and in his message the Secretary-General calls for the

     implementation of the Madrid Plan of Action adopted at the Second World Assembly on ageing earlier this year.  He says the Plan provides a broad spectrum of social, political and economic recommendations for improving the situation  of older people.  “Each of us has a part to play in that effort”, he says, “let us resolve to work together to craft a new  era for ageing in the 21st century”.

                 **Secretary-General Goes to Yale

           The Secretary-General will travel to Yale University tomorrow afternoon. He will deliver a lecture at 4:30 on  globalization at the Yale Center for the Study of Globalization.  He will talk about the need for broadened and more  inclusive globalization so everybody can benefit from it.  At the end of the lecture, he will take a few questions.

           He will also meet with the President of Yale University, Richard Charles Levin, and the Director of the Yale  Center for the Study of Globalization, Ernesto Zedillo.  He will attend a reception at the Center before returning to New York in the evening.

                 **Arms Seminar

           The Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, Jayantha Dhanapala, will open a panel discussion

     today on "Disarmament in Conflict Prevention".

           The panel discussion will be held from 12:30 to 2:45, in Conference Room 4.  It is open to all United Nations staff, delegates and journalists.  This will be the first of a series of seminars on a particular subject on disarmament organized by the Department for Disarmament Affairs.

           There will be five panellists, each of whom will speak on specific aspects of the broad theme.  Following the  presentations by the panellists, the floor will be opened for questions and answers.

           **Launch of TV Campaign

           The United Nations and Discovery Channel today announced the launch of a special television campaign

     throughout Latin America, Spain and Portugal to increase awareness about important global issues with the help of five international celebrities -– all United Nations Goodwill Ambassadors.

           Beginning 7 October, public announcements will educate millions of Discovery Channel viewers in Mexico,  Brazil, Argentina, Venezuela, Colombia, Spain and Portugal about HIV/AIDS, biodiversity, girls’ education, women’s  health and immunization.

           The Goodwill Ambassadors include Danny Glover, Harry Belafonte, Roger Moore, Peter Ustinov and Catarina Furtado

           For further information, contact Carmel Mulvany at (212) 963-2300; e-mail, Mulvany@UN.org or Dawn Blalock (212) 963-8333; e-mail, blalockd@un.org. 

                 **Press Releases

           The World Health Organization (WHO) announced today that Timor-Leste has become the Organization’s

     192nd member.  Health Minister Rui Maria de Araujo said the health priorities will include improving health and saving   the lives of mothers and children in a country where infant mortality is estimated at 70-95 deaths per 1,000 live births.      We have a press release with more details.

           In another press release, WHO has issued clarification on erroneous news reports stating that WHO has

     conducted a study predicting the extinction of the naturally blonde hair gene by 2202.  WHO has never issued a report  nor conducted research on the subject.

                 **Budget

           Today, Guyana became the 104th Member State to pay its 2002 regular budget contribution in full with a

     payment of more than $11,000.  We are far behind last year’s total on this day of 122 fully paid up Member States. That’s all I have for you.

           **Questions and Answers:

           Question:

           Is there anything about Cyprus?  What time are the meetings on Thursday and Friday?

           Spokesman:

           As of yesterday there still had not been any specific plan.  The Secretary-General wanted to discuss that with Alvaro de Soto.  I’ll have to check for you.  I’ve had, since you asked me last week, a call into Mr. de Soto’s office asking for particulars.  They haven’t gotten back to me, so I assume they don’t have them.  But I’ll do a follow-up call  this afternoon for you.

           Question: 

           Did the Secretary-General meet yesterday with Alvaro de Soto?

           Spokesman:

           I thought de Soto was on the list.  I’ll have to double-check the appointments for yesterday.  If it wasn’t

     yesterday, then it’s today.  But I think he expected to meet with him yesterday.  Thank you very much.

           (Following the briefing, the Spokesman announced that the Secretary-General had not yet met with Mr. de

     Soto.  That meeting would probably take place tomorrow, and there were as yet no details on the format for the Cyprus  talks scheduled for Thursday and Friday.)

                                              * *** *
________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily Highlights

1 October 2002

                                       Annan launches new campaign to implement UN Millennium                                       Development Goals   1 October – Warning that the world is falling short in meeting the objectives agreed by                                       global leaders two years ago when they adopted the United Nations Millennium Declaration, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today outlined a series of steps to help  accelerate progress to reach the text’s development goals. FULL STORY>> 

                                           UN, Iraq end two days of talks on practical arrangements for return of inspectors                                           1 October – The United Nations and Iraq today wrapped up two days of talks  in Vienna on the practical arrangements needed to facilitate the return of UN weapons inspectors to the country after a nearly four-year absence.   FULL STORY>> 

                           New UN Millennium Campaign aims to spark global movement, UNDP chief says                           1 October – A new campaign announced today by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan aims to galvanize a global movement to press governments to  translate pledges made at the UN's 2000 Millennium Summit into reality, according  to a senior UN official. FULL STORY>> 

                                      Timor-Leste joins UN health agency 1 October – Days after becoming the newest member of the United Nations, the   Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste has joined the UN World Health Organization                                      (WHO), the agency announced today. FULL STORY>> 

                           Disarmament's benefits cut across major international concerns,  UN official says                           1 October – Far from being a remote and academic pursuit, disarmament has the  power to influence peace and security, economic development, environmental protection and humanitarian affairs, a senior United Nations official said today.   FULL STORY>> 

                           UN, Discovery Channel launch awareness campaign in Latin America, Iberian                           Peninsula 1 October – The United Nations today announced that its has teamed with the Discovery Channel to                           launch a special television campaign throughout Latin America and the Iberian Peninsula aimed at  increasing awareness about important global issues with the help of five international celebrities  serving as UN Goodwill Ambassadors. FULL STORY>> 

                           UN relief agency for Palestine refugees faces continuous restrictions, official  says 1 October – The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East   (UNRWA) is facing "terrible difficulties" in carrying out its operations, despite high-level Israeli  pledges of support, an Agency official said today. FULL STORY>> 

                             Sudan: UN, government officials hold talks on humanitarian   situation   1 October – A senior United Nations relief official met today with Sudanese   government representatives in a bid to encourage an end to the country's   long-running conflict and improvements in the humanitarian situation for millions of  people in need there. FULL STORY>> 

                           UN mission to accredit two Bosnian law enforcement agencies  1 October – The United Nations Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMIBH) today announced   plans to confer accreditation this week to two law enforcement agencies that have met the basic standards for democratic police institutions. FULL STORY>> 

                           Iraqi crude exports dip slightly under UN's humanitarian oil-for-food scheme 1 October – Showing a slight decrease over the last week, Iraq exported just over 1.1 million barrels of crude each day under the United Nations oil-for-food programme, which allows Baghdad to use a    portion of its petroleum revenues to purchase humanitarian relief. FULL STORY>>



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "development" ��Europe Info Service -  EU/UN: Ministers back action on sustainable development�


� HYPERLINK  \l "apes" ��AFP - DR Congo Environment Groups plead for great apes protection�
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