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UN says Europe must do more to halt species loss by shielding nature-rich farmlands
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29 April 2004 – With funding erratic and countermeasures seemingly random the European Union (EU) will miss its goal of halting species loss by 2010 unless it does more to prevent the decline of its most nature-rich areas of farmland, the United Nations environmental agency warned today. 

"Over recent decades biodiversity on farmland across Europe has declined seriously. Large-scale rationalization and intensification of agricultural production has taken its toll," the Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) regional office for Europe, Frits Schlingemann, said of a new report drafted together with the European Environment Agency (EEA). 

“With the common agricultural policy increasingly focused on non-trade concerns, and sustainability now a guiding principle, we hope this report will spur the policy debate and encourage countries and institutions to refine the high nature value farmland concept and further focus their conservation efforts," he told a conference in Dublin, Ireland, on the role of environmental information, co-organized by the Irish government and EEA. 

High nature value farmland - usually characterized by low-intensity agriculture that allows wildlife to flourish - is recognized as having a crucial role to play if the 2010 goal is to be met. It includes habitats such as semi-natural grasslands, steppes, grazed uplands and alpine pastures and meadows. Little precise information exists on how well these areas are conserved, but overall the population of bird species found on them, such as the great bustard, black grouse and corncrake, is declining. 

With protected sites accounting for less than a third of high nature value farmland, its conservation depends largely on rural development steps that can be taken under the EU common agricultural policy, according to the report. The most relevant are payments to support farmers in less favoured areas, such as hilly or mountainous terrain, and special environmental measures known as agri-environment schemes. 

Although less favoured areas and high nature value farmland cover much the same territory, actual spending on less favoured areas bears no relation to how much high nature value farmland a country has, the study finds. Nor do agri-environment schemes appear to be well targeted: agri-environment expenditure in countries with a high share of high nature value farmland, especially in southern Europe, is relatively low. 
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RIGHTS: GIs BACK FROM IRAQ AILING - DEPLETED URANIUM BLAMED
BYLINE: By Katherine Stapp
DATELINE: NEW YORK, Apr. 28, 2004
 Washington's insistence that depleted uranium (DU) munitions are not toxic has been undermined by revelations that four U.S. soldiers recently home from Iraq are suffering from radiation poisoning.

A by-product of the uranium enrichment process, DU is prized by the military for its use in ammunition that can punch through walls and armoured tanks. The main problem, experts say, is that DU munitions vaporise on contact, generating dust that is easily inhaled into the lungs.

Several months ago a dozen soldiers from the National Guard's 442nd Military Police Company, stationed south of Baghdad, began suffering from dizziness, diarrhoea, blurred vision and other symptoms. Independent tests carried out by a New York newspaper found that four had high levels of depleted uranium in their systems. 

The news does not come as a surprise for doctors working in parts of the world that have been bombarded with DU weaponry, such as Iraq, Afghanistan and the Balkans.

"If it is true, it will be a great problem for the Pentagon," said Dr. Jawad al-Ali, a cancer specialist at the Oncology Centre in Basra, Iraq.

Al-Ali says that the number of cancer patients he treats has increased more than 10-fold since the 1990 Gulf War, and that many of the cases are suggestive of heavy metal poisoning.

"The Iraqi people are the victims of the Pentagon policy," he told IPS. "And clean-up is impossible because they used DU on so many local areas."

Washington admitted to using some 300 tonnes of DU munitions during the 1991 Gulf War, although independent experts estimate that the real number is more like 1,700 tonnes.

In Afghanistan, U.S.-led forces in "Operation Enduring Freedom"  fired thousands of DU armour-piercing shells, although no hard numbers have been released.

And in the current Iraq war, the Pentagon and the United Nations estimate that U.S. and British forces used 1,100 to 2,200 tonnes of DU during attacks in March and April 2003.

Last October, Tedd Weyman of the Toronto-based Uranium Medical Research Centre (UMRC), a non-profit scientific organisation that studies radiation contamination in war zones, led a field investigation to Iraq that found elevated radiation levels, even in the air.

"It was quite unusual because radiation tends to persist for a while in the soil and groundwater, but it usually disperses quickly in the air," he said.

The UMRC team surveyed U.S. and British-controlled combat areas and bombsites in southern Iraq, including Baghdad, al Nasiriyah, al Suweiriah and Basra.

Weyman told IPS that about 30 percent of the civilian residents the team interviewed complained of symptoms consistent with DU exposure. Of that number, one-third had DU excretions in their urine.

Although the team was in Iraq for only 13 days, two members, including Weyman, became contaminated with DU.

"When you know what to look for, you can actually taste it," he said. "You get numbing and splitting of the lips, coughing up blood, redness of the throat."

His own radiation levels, he said, are about four to five times higher than normal.

Weyman also made two trips to Afghanistan, the last in October 2002, to collect urine samples from residents of Jalalabad and Kabul. His report found that "without exception, at every bomb site investigated, people are ill."

Entire neighbourhoods complained of flu-like illnesses, and up to one-fourth of all newborn infants suffered from congenital and post-natal health problems, the UMRC researchers found.

Some residents experienced nosebleeds within minutes of bomb attacks, after giant plumes of dust kicked up from the detonation craters drifted through their neighbourhoods.

The UMRC findings are corroborated by other doctors with experience in the region.

"Afghanistan is a disaster in the making," said Mohammed Daud Miraki, an Afghan doctor based in the United States who is trying to raise funds to clean up his home country. "I have seen children in the south and east of the country born with monstrous deformities, including huge tumours, and even no skin."

"Reconstruction is a paradox when you have sentenced a whole population to death," he said.

Miraki and other experts believe the magnitude of DU contamination in Afghanistan is even worse than in Iraq, because more weaponry was deployed in a smaller area.

Although the Pentagon recently announced that it would pay to test any soldiers who ask for it, and is reportedly conducting further tests on the recently returned troops, officials have not budged from their stance that DU is perfectly safe.

"What they've done is an interesting exercise in hair-splitting," Weyman said. "They say that the effects of uranium have been adequately studied, but not depleted uranium, when the two elements are chemically and radiologically identical."

"And despite the fact that we essentially created the methodology to find DU in urine samples, we've never received a single solitary phone call from the World Health Organisation (WHO), the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) or the Department of Defence," he added.

Both UNEP and the WHO support Washington's stance that DU is not an immediate health threat, although UNEP's post-conflict assessment unit recommended this month that further studies be conducted in Iraq, "as soon as conditions permit".

"Politics is muffling science," said Ross Mirkarimi, who travelled to Iraq with scientists from Harvard University to conduct environmental assessments of the first Gulf War.

"Despite anecdotal reports of numerous DU-contaminated hot zones in Iraq, its impacts on the flora and fauna, coupled with reports of our troops exhibiting signs of DU exposure and sickness, any formal disclosure about the insidious effects of DU would be a liability to the Bush administration."

"DU decontamination and mitigation measures amid an urban environment is uncharted science, making Iraq the petri dish," he said in an interview.

Some experts, including the United Nations subcommission on human rights, argue that DU weapons violate the Geneva Conventions on the rules of war, because they have an ongoing killing effect, they are not contained to the legal field of battle, they cause undue suffering, and they harm the natural environment.

Maj Doug Rokke, the former head of the Pentagon's depleted uranium project and now a leading critic of DU, believes deploying the weaponry is a war crime.

"I was assigned to the 3rd U.S. Army depleted uranium assessment team as the health physicist and medic," Rokke says in an interview. "What we found can be explained in three words -- oh my God."

"After we returned to the United States, we wrote the 'Theatre Clean-up Plan', which reportedly was passed through the Department of Defence to the Department of State and consequently to the Emirate of Kuwaiti," he said.

"Today, it is obvious that none of this information regarding cleanup of extensive DU contamination ever was given to the Iraqis," added Rokke.

"Iraqi, Kosovar, Serbian and other representatives have asked numerous times for DU contamination management and medical care procedures but this information has not been provided."

Due to his work, Rokke currently has 5,000 times the normal levels of radiation in his body. At least 30 members of his DU clean-up team have died prematurely.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Chesapeake Bay Journal

30 April 2004


‘Dead zones’ top list of threats at UN environmental forum
By the Associated Press
So-called “dead zones,” oxygen-starved areas of the world’s oceans that are devoid of fish, top the list of emerging environmental challenges, the United Nations Environment Program recently warned in its global overview.

The spreading zones have doubled over the last decade and pose as big a threat to fish stocks as overfishing, UNEP said in its Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2003, released at the opening of the agency’s eighth summit for the world’s environment ministers.

The new findings tally nearly 150 dead zones around the globe, double the number in 1990, with some stretching 27,000 square miles, about the size of Ireland.

Dead zones have long afflicted the Gulf of Mexico and Chesapeake Bay, but are now spreading to other bodies of water, such as the Baltic Sea, Black Sea, Adriatic Sea, Gulf of Thailand and Yellow Sea, as other regions develop, UNEP said. They are also appearing off South America, Japan, Australia and New Zealand.

The main cause is excess nitrogen run-off from farm fertilizers, sewage and industrial pollutants. Nitrogen triggers blooms of microscopic algae known as phytoplankton. As the algae die and rot, they consume oxygen, thereby suffocating everything from clams and lobsters to oysters and fish.

“Humankind is engaged in a gigantic, global experiment as a result of the inefficient and often overuse of fertilizers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever-rising emissions from vehicles and factories,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement. “Unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly.”

Dead zones are especially dangerous to fisheries because they afflict coastal waters where many fish spawn and spend most of their lives before moving to deeper water, said UNEP senior environmental affairs officer, Marion Cheatle.

“It hasn’t been something well known by policy makers,” Marion said. “But it’s been getting noticeably worse.”

UNEP urged nations to cooperate in reducing the amount of nitrogen discharged into their coastal waters, in part by cutting back on fertilizer use or planting more forests and grasslands along feeder rivers to soak up the excess nitrogen.

The announcement came as environment ministers from more than 150 nations gathered in April on the South Korean resort island of Jeju at UNEP’s Eighth Special Session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum.

Increasingly frequent dust and sand storms and impending global water shortages also headlined the three-day summit.

UNEP warns that without a concerted effort to improve access to safe drinking water, a third of the world’s population is likely to suffer chronic water shortages within a few decades. About 1.1 billion people lacked access to safe drinking water in 2000, while another 2.4 billion lacked access to basic sanitation, UNEP said.

The growing frequency of dust and sand storms is another concern, especially storms caused by land degradation and desertification in Mongolia and northern China. Scientists have recently linked similar storms, originating in the Sahara, with damage to coral reefs in the Caribbean, UNEP said.

Discussions in Jeju will form a basis for deliberations at the 12th meeting of the U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development that will take place in New York this month.

That meeting will assess progress toward UN targets of halving the proportion of people with no access to safe drinking water or basic sanitation by 2015.

Those goals were set by the UN Millennium Declaration in 2000 and the at the World Summit on Sustainable Development two years later.

The current forum will try to generate a Jeju Initiative that will identify concrete measures to be taken to reach those goals, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said.
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EEA warns accession states to limit farming impact on environment
The European Environment Agency (EEA) has warned that European expansion is likely to lead to greater pressures on the environment from farming, and is calling for a central role to be played by well targeted rural development measures. 

In a joint report, the EEA and UNEP warned that without greater efforts to prevent the decline of its most nature-rich areas of farmland, the EU will not reach the goal of halting species loss by 2010. 

Currently, farming systems in accession countries have relatively low inputs, low productivity and a rich variety of plant and animal species compared with the rest of the EU. However, this could change if two environmentally damaging trends become more pronounced after expansion, the EEA says. 

First is the expected intensification of agriculture in productive areas, involving greater use of fertilisers, pesticides and machinery to increase yields. The second is abandonment of farming on marginal, less productive land, such as grasslands. These areas often host an abundance of wildlife, and need limited grazing by sheep and cattle to maintain their diversity. 

The EEA says that, to minimise these pressures, the accession countries need to use measures under the rural development part of the CAP, such as agri-environment schemes, aid for less-favoured areas, farm advisory services and aid for small, semi-subsistence farms. 

Professor Jacqueline McGlade, EEA Executive Director, said: "Current policy measures appear insufficient to prevent further decline in high nature value farmland areas and reach the 2010 biodiversity target. Consideration needs to be given to improving the geographical targeting of agricultural subsidies, especially of less favoured area support and agri-environment schemes." 

European environment ministers last year agreed to identify and support all high nature value farmland by 2006. The EU has committed itself to halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010. 

This week also saw the publication of World Agriculture and the Environment, a global study by Dr Jason Clay of the WWF, which says that agriculture is one of the most serious environmental threats in the world. 

"Agriculture has had a larger environmental impact than any other human activity and today it threatens the very systems we need to meet our food and textile needs," said Dr. Clay, author of the book and Vice President of the Center for Conservation Innovation at WWF-US. "New kinds of agriculture can produce the food needed to feed an increasing population and still accommodate all the other life forms on the planet." 

By David Hopkins 

__________________________________________________________________________
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Japan to create global sea-based system to monitor CO2

DATELINE: TOKYO, April 29

BODY:
As part of Japan's contribution to the international fight against global warming, the science ministry will create a global monitoring system to check how much carbon dioxide (CO2) is absorbed and emitted by the sea, government officials said Thursday.

With 70% of the earth covered by the sea, the system will greatly improve understanding of how CO2 is circulated in the world, the officials said.

The project envisages attaching more than 1,000 small CO2 sensors to buoys floating in the sea around the world. 

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology will seek a budget appropriation in fiscal 2005 to develop such a sensor system and carry out an experiment in the sea around Japan, the officials said.

Global monitoring will begin five to six years later with areas where a large volume of the global warming gas is absorbed and generated, such as the northern Pacific and waters near the equator.

According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change established by the World Meteorological Organization and the United Nations Environment Program, humans generate 23.1 billion tons of CO2 every year by such means as burning fossil fuel. Of the total, 6.2 billion tons are absorbed by the sea and 5.1 billion tons by forests and other absorbers on land.

But the accuracy of sea-based data needs to be improved because the existing method of analyzing sea water pumped up by vessels is unable to cope with factors that affect the data, such as water temperature, the height of waves and the density of CO2 in the atmosphere.

Japan unveiled the project at an international earth observation summit held recently in Tokyo.

Hitoshi Hotta, a senior official at the Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and Technology which will carry out the project, says, 'We will see details of the role the sea plays in global warning.'
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Avertissement de la Banque mondiale sur le risque de pénurie d'eau potable 

[mercredi 28 avril 2004 - 21h44 heure de Paris] 

	


Canalisation d'eau rompue à Bassorah, en Irak 
© AFP/Archives Robert Sullivan


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Les niveaux des ressources naturelles en eau potable par habitant de la planète ont en moyenne reculé de 1,6% entre 2001 et 2002 en raison de l'accroissement de la population mondiale, a averti la Banque mondiale mercredi dans son rapport 2004 sur l'environnement. 

Ce déclin est encore plus important dans les régions arides notamment au Moyen-Orient et en Afrique du Nord où les ressources d'eau douce par habitant ont diminué de 2,5% pendant la même période, a encore indiqué la Banque mondiale. 

Selon ce rapport, si la population continue à croître à son rythme actuel, des pays comme l'Egypte, où l'agriculture absorbe 80% de l'eau douce disponible, pourraient, dans à peine deux ans, se retrouver sous le seuil des 1.000 m3 d'eau douce par habitant. 

A court terme, l'accroissement de la population reste le principal défi pour les ressources d'eau douce, tandis que sur le plus long terme ces ressources souffriront également de la dégradation de l'environnement avec des changements irréversibles en particulier dans les régions arides. 

Cependant, sur la dernière décennie, le nombre de personnes ayant accès à l'eau douce a considérablement augmenté passant de 74% à 81%, sauf en Afrique sub-saharienne. Mais en Tanzanie, les efforts des autorités ont permis de passer de 38% à 68% de la population ayant un accès à une source d'eau douce pendant les années 1990. 

En revanche, le rapport 2004 sur l'environnement appelé "Petit livre vert sur les statistiques environnementales" a noté un recul de près de 20% de la consommation de gaz CFC nocifs pour la couche d'ozone. 

Ces gaz sont utilisés dans les systèmes de réfrigérations et s'attaquent à la couche d'ozone, laissant des passages dans l'atmosphère à des rayonnements qui sont à l'origine de cancers de la peau. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Walfadjri (Senegal)
30 April 2004

ENVIRONNEMENT
Les "zones mortes" marines menacent la planète Un nouveau fléau menace la population mondiale. Il s’agit des «zones mortes» marines. Ces zones sont caractérisées par une faible oxygénation du milieu. Ce qui provoque la mort de beaucoup de poissons. Et les populations qui vivent de ces ressources halieutiques sont menacées. [image: image6.jpg]


"Les «zones mortes» apparaissent comme étant la grande menace du 21e siècle pour les stocks de poissons". C'est la révélation faite par un nouveau rapport du Programme des Nations-Unies pour l'environnement publié sur son site Internet le 29 mars 2004. Selon le communiqué du Pnue, "ces zones, dites "mortes", sont le résultat d’une surabondance de nutriments, surtout d’azote, provenant de fertilisants agricoles, de la pollution automobile et industrielle et de déchets". Et c'est "la quantité limitée d’oxygène dans l’eau (qui) provoque la mort des poissons, des huîtres et d’autres espèces marines ainsi que d’importants habitats dont les herbiers marins qui ne peuvent survivre". Cela est dû en partie à "la forte croissance, puis à la décomposition du phytoplancton (qui) absorbe une grande partie de l’oxygène présent dans l’eau de mer, appauvrissant ainsi les niveaux d’oxygène". Tout en ajoutant que "l’apparition de zones au niveau d’oxygène artificiellement faible est en corrélation étroite avec l’utilisation de fertilisants synthétiques en agriculture. L’azote est un des principaux composants de ces fertilisants. Même s'ils sont gérés avec attention, une grande quantité des fertilisants utilisés en agriculture persiste dans le sol, d’où ils contaminent les rivières pour finir dans les mers". 
Selon le rapport du Pnue, "les conséquences parfois sont moindres. Dans d’autres cas, elles sont dramatiques, entraînant l’exode de poissons fuyant des eaux devenues «asphyxiantes» et la mort en masse d’espèces plus lentes et vivant en profondeur, telles que les palourdes, les langoustes, les huîtres et les escargots de mer". Pour le Programme des Nations-Unies pour l'environnement, ce sont "des centaines de millions de personnes (qui) sont tributaires du milieu marin pour leur alimentation, leur moyen d’existence, et leur épanouissement culturel". Alors, "réduire les impacts de l’agriculture, des déchets humains et de la pollution atmosphérique sur les océans et les mers représente un élément incontournable pour atteindre les Objectifs de développement du millénaire et respecter le Plan de mise en œuvre du Sommet mondial sur le développement durable dans des domaines aussi divers que la pêche, la biodiversité, l’assainissement et la pauvreté", a ajouté M. Klaus Toepfer, le directeur exécutif du Programme des Nations-Unies pour l’environnement (Pnue). Pour qui, "les coûts économiques engendrés par le phénomène des zones dépourvues d’oxygène sont inconnus, mais on peut estimer qu’ils sont considérables à l’échelle mondiale". 

Selon le communiqué du Pnue, il existe "150 zones dépourvues d’oxygène à travers les mers et les océans de la planète". Les premières zones mortes sont apparues dans le Chesapeake Bay aux Etats-Unis, dans la Mer Baltique, le Kattegat, la Mer noire et au nord de la mer Adriatique. D’autres ont été recensées dans les fjords scandinaves. La zone morte la mieux connue se trouve dans le golfe du Mexique, fortement pollué par les nutriments et autres produits chimiques charriés par le Mississippi. D'autres zones ont fait leur apparition "en Amérique latine, en Chine, au Japon, en Australie du sud-est et en Nouvelle-Zélande". 

Il y a toutefois lieu de s’inquiéter, se désole le communiqué, de "l’émergence de nouvelles zones dépourvues d’oxygène dans certaines eaux côtières d’Asie, d’Amérique latine et d’Afrique, au fur et à mesure que l’industrialisation et l’adoption d’une agriculture plus intensive augmentent les rejets de nutriments". Certaines de ces zones dites mortes, ou zones dépourvues d’oxygène sont relativement petites, "d’une superficie de moins d’un kilomètre carré, alors que d’autres sont bien plus larges, s’étalant sur 70 000 km carrés. Il est évident que si des mesures ne sont pas prises pour régler urgemment le problème à la source, celui-ci ne fera que s’intensifier".

Les experts du Pnue affirment que "le nombre et la taille des zones dépourvues d’oxygène sont en croissance, le nombre recensé ayant augmenté chaque décennie depuis les années 1970. Selon eux, ces zones deviennent rapidement une menace importante qui a des retombées sur les stocks de poissons et sur les communautés qui dépendent de la pêche pour leur survie alimentaire et économique". Or, des centaines de millions de personnes sont tributaires du milieu marin pour leur alimentation, leur moyen d’existence et leur épanouissement culturel. Alors, "réduire les impacts de l’agriculture, des déchets humains et de la pollution atmosphérique sur les océans et les mers représentent un élément incontournable pour atteindre les Objectifs de développement du millénaire et respecter le Plan de mise en œuvre du Sommet mondial sur le développement durable dans des domaines aussi divers que la pêche, la biodiversité, l’assainissement et la pauvreté", a ajouté M. Klaus Toepfer. 

La question des zones mortes est signalée dans le premier Global Environnement Outlook Year Book (Annales de l’avenir de l’environnement mondial), qui sera présenté aux gouvernements participant au Forum ministériel mondial de l’environnement à Jeju (Corée), le 5 juin prochain. Les questions mises en avant comprennent l’entrée en vigueur du protocole de Cartagena, un accord international régissant le commerce des organismes génétiquement modifiés, le coût associé aux catastrophes naturelles d’origine météorologique et l’amélioration de l’approvisionnement en eau potable de plus d’un milliard de personnes. Le Year Book souligne aussi que la "fertilisation" continue de la planète et la croissance de zones privées d’oxygène dans les océans représentent deux nouvelles questions auxquelles les gouvernements doivent s’attaquer au plus vite. 

FACE AUX MENACES DES "ZONES MORTES" Ces mesures à prendre 

Face à la menace des "zones mortes", le Pnue a préconisé un ensemble de solutions. Pour l'organisation chargée de l'environnement mondiale, “les mesures à prendre, pour réduire la menace, doivent être centrées sur les sources de la surcharge en azote. Les gouvernements peuvent aujourd’hui choisir de nombreuses options, grâce en partie à une compréhension scientifique nouvelle de l’azote et de sa capacité à se répandre en cascade à travers l’environnement". Et l'exemple donné est de "planter plus de forêts et encourager la pousse de prairies dans certaines régions du monde. (Ce qui) pourrait être bénéfique". Car elles ont "la propriété d’absorber l’azote en trop et de ralentir son trajet de la terre jusqu’aux rivières et aux mers". Autre mesure à prendre est "d'affiner les techniques agricoles afin qu’une quantité inférieure de fertilisants soit gaspillée devrait être une autre option à prendre en considération. Élever le bétail dans les régions d’où proviennent leurs aliments pourrait apporter des bénéfices". Dans cette lutte intense qui doit être menée, les animaux consommant du soja doit y prendre part. Car les "élever dans les régions productrices de soja pourrait réduire l’exportation d’azote vers des régions telle que l’Union européenne où l’apport excessif d’azote constitue un problème important". L’utilisation généralisée de technologies qui éliminent les éléments azotés des émissions automobiles, associée à l’adoption universelle de sources d’énergie alternative qui ne consomment pas de combustibles fossiles, sont quelques-unes des autres mesures à prendre, conseille le Pnue. A cela, il faut utiliser "un traitement plus efficace des eaux usées, ayant recours aussi bien à des procédés de pointe, tels que des usines de traitement d’eau, qu’à des procédés naturels tels que les aires marécageuses. (Ce qui) réduirait non seulement le déversement de nutriments dans les eaux de mers, mais permettrait d’atteindre les objectifs de développement du millénaire portant sur l’eau et l’assainissement". 
Walfadjri

EN VOIE DE DISPARITION
Il ne reste plus que de 7 000 tigres dans le monde 
[image: image7.jpg]


Le tigre, l'un des animaux les plus féroces, est en voie de disparition. Seulement 7 000 tigres existent dans le monde. C'est la révélation faite par le Pnue dans un communiqué publié sur son site Internet. Et des mesures sont prises pour protéger le site le plus important du monde, qui regorge du nombre le plus élevé de tigres. 
La liste des animaux en voie de disparition s'allonge de plus en plus. Après les éléphants, voilà que les tigres sont menacés de disparition. Selon l'Organisation des Nations-Unies, "il ne reste aujourd'hui plus que 7 000 tigres environ dans la nature alors qu'ils étaient plus de 100 000 il y a un siècle". C'est ce qu'on lit dans un de ses communiqués publiés sur Internet. Pour l'Onu, "le majestueux tigre n'a plus que quelques endroits où se cacher". Car, il ne peut plus rôder librement dans "les vastes forêts mangroves, qui aujourd'hui ont pratiquement été détruites par les hommes alors que les animaux tels que les tigres ont besoin de vastes territoires pour survivre".

Les braconniers ont joué un rôle important dans cette extermination du tigre. Si l'on en croit à l'Onu, "les braconniers obtiennent un prix plus élevé pour les peaux de tigre et d'autres parties de l'animal utilisées en médecine traditionnelle". Deux projets appuyés par les Nations-Unies aident les pays à protéger et à gérer leurs forêts naturelles qui abritent des espèces en voie de disparition. De plus, ces projets de conservation offrent aux communautés locales qui dépendent de la forêt des formes alternatives de subsistance. "Située entre l'Inde et le Bangladesh, la région des Sundarbans est un des derniers grands écosystèmes côtiers de terres humides, avec quelque 10 000 kilomètres carrés de forêts mangroves. Compte tenu de leur faune et de leur flore uniques, certaines parties des Sundarbans situées dans les deux pays ont été déclarées Sites du patrimoine mondial", annonce le communiqué .

Pour renforcer la protection ces sites où habite le tigre, le Programme des Nations-Unies pour le développement (Pnud) travaille avec l'Inde et le Bangladesh sur "un partenariat visant à protéger la diversité biologique des marécages mangroves des Sundarbans où les tigres continuent de roder". Ce projet permettra, selon le Pnue, "aux gens extrêmement pauvres qui vivent à proximité de ces sites de développer d'autres sources de revenus tels que le tourisme". 

Les régions protégées sont de plus en plus isolées des autres habitats naturels, constate le communiqué. Ce qui rend "difficile la protection de leur diversité biologique", remarque-t-il. C'est la raison pour laquelle, "une solution consiste à lier les zones protégées aux autres forêts et sanctuaires en recréant des couloirs. Cela implique d'aider les gens qui vivent dans ces couloirs à être moins dépendants des ressources de la forêt pour vivre". 

Selon le communiqué disponible sur Internet, "grâce aux fonds provenant de la Fondation des Nations-Unies et du Fonds pour l'environnement mondial (Fem), le Pnud met en œuvre un projet pour protéger et réhabiliter l'unique couloir de forêt reliant le Parc national royal de Chitwan, site du patrimoine mondial situé au Népal, avec la chaîne de forêts des hauts plateaux himalayens, où vivent les tigres et d'autres espèces en voie de disparition. Les familles locales seront formées à des styles de vie alternatifs et les villageois recevront des primes pour promouvoir la conservation de la faune et la protection de l'habitat". 

Les tigres, d'autres animaux et des plantes rares sont protégés grâce à "la Convention sur le commerce international des espèces menacées de la faune et de la flore sauvages (Cites)". C'est le Programme des Nations-Unies pour l'environnement qui administre le traité qui interdit le commerce international de tigres et des parties de leur corps. Les pays font appel au Cites pour renforcer leur effort national visant à interdire de tuer ou de vendre tous les animaux et les plantes en voie de disparition et à les aider à capturer les braconniers et les contrebandiers, rappelle le communiqué. 
Par : Moustapha BARRY 
Tehran Times

France Braces for New Crisis as Temperatures Rise 


PARIS (Reuters) -- President Jacques Chirac on Tuesday urged French authorities to brace for another heat wave, as a leading doctor said hospitals were ill-prepared to cope with a repeat of last summer's searing heat. With temperatures hitting 24 degrees Celsius (75 degrees Fahrenheit) in parts of France on Tuesday, Chirac -- whose conservative government was heavily criticized for its handling of last year's crisis -- warned regional officials to be ready. "As summer draws near, I call for your extreme vigilance in mobilizing our systems of surveillance, alert and treatment so that a tragedy like last year's heat wave is never repeated," Chirac said. The 2003 heat wave killed 15,000 people, most of them elderly and suffering dehydration, as temperatures passed 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit). France's death toll far exceeded those of neighboring countries with similar weather. A report by a parliamentary commission in February accused the Health Ministry of passivity, divisiveness and lack of communication in then Health Minister Jean-Francois Mattei's team. Mattei was replaced last month in a cabinet shuffle. Despite efforts to better prepare emergency services, a doctor who led last year's attacks on the government said hospitals still lack resources to cope with another heat wave. "The (Health) Ministry says it is creating posts for hospital doctors in expectation of a heat wave," Patrick Pelloux, head of the emergency doctors' association Amuhf, told ***Le Parisien*** newspaper. "But on the ground we don't see them."

The Guardian 

This is what we know about global warming ... so why haven't we done anything about it yet? 
Tim Radford and Paul Brown
Thursday April 29, 2004
 

Climate change moved dramatically back to the centre of the political agenda in Britain this week. According to Tony Blair, it is now the greatest long-term threat facing the planet. 

On Tuesday he helped launch a new international organisation called the Climate Group, with an impressive range of business chiefs from both sides of the Atlantic in support. 

The event followed a report the previous week which predicted the UK was in for catastrophic floods over the next 80 years. 

Tomorrow the government's long awaited caps on pollution from industry are being announced so that carbon trading can begin in earnest. The leaks have not been encouraging - the Department of Trade and Industry has listened to protests from the Confederation of British Industry that too strict caps would damage competitiveness. 

However, the hope remains that officials listening to Tony Blair on Tuesday might have had a last-minute change of mind and set some challenging targets for industry. Many companies at the launch are geared up for the changes and hope to make money out of them by trading carbon. 

The prime minister said he intended to make climate change, along with Africa, his big project for British chairmanship of the G8 group of leading industrial countries next year. 

The big problem on the global warming issue is no longer the science. Everyone agrees that gases like methane, carbon dioxide and oxides of nitrogen are trapping heat in the atmosphere. They are important to the planet: without a certain amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, the Earth would be too cold for life. Carbon dioxide levels fluctuate with global climate and have done for millions of years. 

In the last 200 years, humans have excavated and burned huge quantities of fossil fuels stored in the Carboniferous period, releasing ancient stored carbon. So levels of carbon dioxide, and other greenhouse gases, are rising, and with them, global average temperatures. With these temperature rises, the oceans have begun to expand, and to rise even further as Arctic glaciers melt. 

After years of argument, not least from the Bush White House, it is now hard to find a politician on the planet who does not agree with these basic scientific facts and the danger that they pose. The problem remains getting the international political will together to do something about it - both to prevent the situation getting rapidly worse and coping with the problems we have already created. 

Carbon dioxide emissions around the world (Thousands of tonnes of carbon per year) 

North America 1,647,753 

Western Europe 682,103 

Eastern Europe 775,216 

Central Asia 830,859 

South Asia 726,007 

Oceania 429,040 

Africa 224,371 

Middle East 224,371 

Central, South America and Caribean 382,344 

Carbon cycle 

Take a living thing. Bake until all its water evaporates. Half of what is left will be carbon. Almost all of this carbon will have come from the air, in the form of carbon dioxide (CO2). Think of life as a mere staging post in the two-way traffic from CO2 to oxygen and back again. Plants absorb CO2 to build tissues and make wood and fruit and respire oxygen. Animals eat plants and breathe oxygen which they then "burn" into an exhaust of CO2. Plants decompose and animals are digested or just rot, to return their carbon dioxide to the atmosphere. Occasionally, plants are buried and preserved, as peat, coal and oil. Animal bones and shells occasionally escape decomposition, to turn into chalk or fossil limestone. When coal and oil are burned, or cement is made from limestone, CO2 gets back into the atmosphere. 

The Gulf stream 

This ocean current, also called the North Atlantic Drift, brings northern Europe warm water that keeps the coast ice free as far as Spitsbergen well into the Artic Circle and gives the UK a temperate climate. Melting of Arctic ice sheet and Greenland is adding fresh water to the North Atlantic. This has the effect of slowing down the current and making the heavier salty water from the tropics sink earlier and so carrying its warmth less far north. Ocean currents work like conveyor belts with the warm water on the surface then sinking to the ocean floor before re-emerging in the tropics to get warmed up again. Scientists have already measured this current slowing down and think that the Gulf Stream may stop entirely - something that has happened before in the geological past. This would send temperatures plunging in Britain by as much as 7C in just a few years. The current best estimate is for a gradual slowing over the next 100 years. 

New symptoms 

Hurricane Catarina
As any textbook will tell you hurricanes do not occur in the South Atlantic - until March 26 this year, that is. Turning the opposite way to hurricanes north of the Equator, the storm defied the claim there was not enough of the right conditions of wind and a warm water surface to create a hurricane. It came ashore in the Brazilian state of Santa Catarina on 28 March with winds, estimated by the US National Hurricane Center, of near 90mph, causing much damage to property and some loss of life. It will now be the most studied hurricane in history and an entirely new area of ocean will have to be monitored for new storms. 

Fish patterns
Sea temperatures have a dramatic effect on the type of fish that live and breed in any body of water. Cod the traditional cold water species which live around British coasts are in trouble because of over fishing but also because of sea temperature rises. Best breeding years tend to be when the water is coldest and there is evidence that cod no longer breed in the English Channel and less and less in the southern North sea. The red snapper, better known in Mediterranean waters, is increasingly being caught off the West Country and in the Channel. Other warm water species including sharks are also visting Corwall in the summer. 

San Rafael Glacier, Patagonian Chile
The glacier flows westwards from the North Patagonian icecap at around 17 metres a day, cutting through rainforests,and calves spectacularly into the Laguna San Rafael from a 70m high vertical ice cliff. The icebergs that are produced are often 100m long. The ice front of the glacier has receded over 1km since the early 1990s and iceberg calving activity has dramatically reduced. Scientists believe this is entirely due to temperature rise in the region and that soon the glacier will recede up the mountain away from the sea. 
BBC

World 'must have carbon stores' 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


The cuts the world will have to make in emissions of carbon dioxide are so huge it will have to find other ways to deal with the gas, a British scientist says. 
He is Professor John Shepherd of the UK's Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research, a leading scientific group. 

Professor Shepherd says this will mean studying ways to store carbon and alter the Earth's albedo (its reflectivity). 

He also believes nuclear power may be needed to fill the gap until cleaner sources can replace most fossil fuels. 

Professor Shepherd was speaking at a seminar on emergency responses to climate change held by the Green College Centre for Environmental Policy and Understanding, Oxford. 

Daunting prospect 
While the historical record showed the climate had been fairly stable, he said, it had sometimes been highly and rapidly variable. 

He said: "It's almost certain climate change won't be gradual, but will proceed by fits and starts and jerks and bumps." 

But to stay near the bottom end of the range of warming forecast for the next century would mean cutting emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2), the main greenhouse gas caused by human activities, by more than half. 

For industrialised countries, cuts of 90% or more would probably be needed, Professor Shepherd believes. 

Renewable energy could produce only about a fifth of the cuts needed, and so the world should research other methods, including possibly nuclear power and macro-engineering solutions. 

Protocol inadequate 
Professor Shepherd said these could range from storing ("sequestering") CO2 in deep aquifers or at depths of more than 3,000m (9,850ft) in the oceans to mixing it with serpentine to produce magnesite and burying the resultant solid waste. 

He put the cost at $50 (42 euros) per tonne, and falling. 

Storing CO2 in trees and soils, as envisaged by the Kyoto Protocol, the international climate treaty, he estimated, could probably cope with no more than about 100 billion tonnes of carbon. 

But the amount likely to be burnt this century was at least 10 times as great. 

Another possibility, Professor Shepherd said, was to increase the Earth's albedo so as to reflect more heat back out into space: a 1% albedo increase would roughly balance a doubling of CO2. 

Negligible burden 
Methods could include releasing reflecting micro-balloons into the stratosphere, enhancing low-level clouds, or putting a very large mirror in space. 

But Professor Shepherd said none of these would reduce the growing acidification of the oceans' surface by CO2, something he said was harming creatures like corals and increasingly worrying scientists. 

Economic incentives would be needed to encourage change, and the cost would be modest. A carbon tax of 50 euros ($59) a tonne would probably be enough to make sequestration attractive. 

Prodigious effort 
That would correspond to about 100 euros ($118) per person per year for the UK and the rest of Europe, or about three pence (five cents) per litre on the price of fuel in the UK. And it could be made revenue-neutral by reducing value-added tax from 17.5% to 15%. 

Professor Shepherd said his proposals were an insurance policy in case there were no technological breakthroughs within the next 50 years, like the development of a hydrogen economy. 

He said the investment needed over the next two or three decades would be on the scale of that required to send men to the Moon. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

ENS

Canadian Groups Demand Federal Action on Toxic Sewage 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia, Canada, April 29, 2004 (ENS) - Cities on both the east and west coasts of Canada are spewing sewage contaminated with persistent organic pollutants such as PCBs instead of upgrading to secondary sewage treatment, an environmental organization and a labor union complained to the federal government Wednesday. Some cities still dump raw sewage into the ocean, a practice that must end immediately, the groups demand. 

Sierra Legal Defence Fund submitted a formal petition to the federal Auditor General on behalf of the Georgia Strait Alliance and the United Fishermen and Allied Workers Union-CAW, requesting an investigation into the lack of sewage treatment and the resulting damage to the marine environment. 

"Despite repeated promises of action from the government of Canada, sewage treatment systems in cities such as Victoria, Vancouver, St. John’s and Halifax are still inadequate and continue to release massive amounts of toxic substances into the marine environment each and every day," said Sierra Legal lawyer Margot Venton. 

[image: image8.jpg]


A sewage outfall in Victoria, British Columbia, where no sewage treatment exists (Photo courtesy Sierra Legal Defence Fund )
The submission highlights numerous promises by the federal government to deal with these issues and asks the Auditor General to investigate the gap between the government’s commitment and its actions. 

Evidence accompanying the submission suggests that this type of pollution is contributing to contamination of the marine environment and marine life, including species listed under the federal Species at Risk Act such as British Columbia’s Southern resident killer whales and the imperilled beluga whale population from the St. Lawrence River. 

"The minister of environment is allowing municipalities to illegally discharge contaminated sewage. In addition, he promised to bring in regulations to limit PCB contamination of our oceans more than two years ago and has failed to do so,” said Georgia Strait Alliance Clean Air and Water Program Coordinator Christianne Wilhelmson. 

“The result is that animals like the Southern resident killer whales, which are already endangered, are being put even further at risk,” Wilhelmson said. 

Technology to control and virtually eliminate persistent organic pollutants such as PCBs from sewage systems is widely used throughout Canada and the submission documents how, by upgrading from primary to secondary sewage treatment, up to 99 percent of all PCBs could be removed. 

"To ensure a safe and clean marine environment the federal government must force our coastal communities to upgrade their sewage treatment systems," said United Fishermen and Allied Workers Union-CAW Environment Director David Lane. 

[image: image9.jpg]


Canadian Environment Minister David Anderson addresses the delegates at Globe 2004 in Vancouver. (Photo courtesy Globe 2004)
The petition turns a spotlight on the dirty underbelly of Canada's environment and is at odds with the environmental message the federal government is trying to convey. 

At the Globe 2004 Business and the Environment conference March 31 through April 2, Environment Minister David Anderson painted a glowing picture of Canada's new urban environmental policies, but he did not mention sewage discharge. 

Referring to Prime Minister Paul Martin's first budget as a "green budget," he said, "Prime Minister Martin’s awareness of urban environmental issues was obvious in the choices that we saw in the Speech from the Throne and in the Budget." 

Anderson spoke of a Cabinet Committee structure that "puts the environment portfolio at the table in a way never before seen," and commitments to "move ahead on sustainable development," as well as some C$2 billion in expenditures to support the development of new environmental technologies. 

"This commitment is about delivering results with the accountability that Canadians expect," said Anderson. "All based on a true partnership across all three levels of government to make clear differences in the lives of Canadians and quality of life in our communities." 

But the petitioners against the discharge of toxic sewage say the federal government does not need new technology or new powers to clean up the coastal mess. 

The government "has the power to ensure that PCBs aren’t dumped into the marine food chain," said Lane. "We are simply demanding that the federal government exercise that power." 

[image: image10.png]


British Columbia fishboat operators must deal with a polluted marine environment. (Photo courtesy UFAWU)
The federal government is aware that sewage toxics are finding their way into the food chain and contaminating marine mammals, fish and other sea life in the Strait of Juan de Fuca and the Strait of Georgia. A 2001 study by the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans concluded that the killer whales of the Georgia Strait are among the most contaminated mammals on the planet when it comes to PCBs. 

PCBs can be removed from sewage effluents. The higher the level of sewage treatment, the greater the reduction in the concentration of PCBs in the effluent streams. But the city of Victoria does not treat its sewage at all, and two of Greater Vancouver Regional District's largest sewage plants, the ones that discharge to the ocean, only provide primary treatment. 

This is not the first time that the union, the conservation group and Sierra Legal Defence have tried to draw public attention to the sewage discharge problem. In August 1999, the second National Sewage Report Card issued by the three organizations reported that over one trillion liters of untreated or only partially treated sewage is dumped into Canada's rivers, lakes and oceans each year by some of the 21 cities surveyed. 

This massive amount of waste "would cover the entire 7,800 kilometer (4,846 mile) length of the Trans-Canada highway to a depth of nearly 20 meters - six stories high," says the report. 

"Collectively, this flow of untreated sewage - a foul mix of water, human excrement, grease, motor oil, paint thinner, antifreeze and other substances containing toxic synthetic chemicals - would fill the main chamber of the House of Commons every three-and-a-half minutes," the report states. 
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Halifax, Nova Scotia discharges raw sewage into the Atlantic Ocean. (Photo courtesy French for the Future)
"Since we published our first report in 1994, we've seen no improvement in enforcement measures against municipalities," said Karen Wristen, then executive director of the Sierra Legal Defence Fund. "Of the 21 cities we investigated, only three have ever been charged by provincial authorities. I cannot think of any other law that is violated daily by so many, with nothing being done." 

"Canada has passed domestic laws, signed international conventions, and adopted national standards and strategies which all purport to prohibit this kind of pollution," said Venton. "Our request is merely that the government enforce its existing laws and live up to its international commitments." 

The OECD ranks Canada ninth out of 28 developed countries in the percentage of the population served by public sewage treatment. Only 78 percent of Canadians had public sewage treatment as of the OECD's 2001 report. 

There are three levels of sewage treatment – primary, secondary and tertiary – which provide progressively more effective treatment. In Canada, only 33 percent of the population is served by tertiary treatment, the best available treatment, while 19 percent still have access to only crude primary treatment, the least effective form of sewage treatment. 

Over 90 Canadian municipalities still discharge raw, untreated sewage, the OECD reports, including three provincial capitals - Victoria, Halifax, Nova Scotia, and St. John’s, Newfoundland. Raw sewage from these three large cities still goes straight into the ocean. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Wildlife Trade Racket Busted in Nepal 
By Deepak Gajurel
KATHMANDU, Nepal, April 29, 2004 (ENS) - While Nepal is endeavoring to conserve protected species of wild animals, illegal traders are threatening their survival. A traders' racket has just been discovered in Nepal, and police have arrested four people in Kathmandu with a huge pile of spotted leopard and otter skins. Two among the arrested are Tibetans, while the other two are Nepali citizens. 

A well equipped workshop was found in the Bauddha area, five kilometers (three miles) northeast of downtown Kathmandu. Jackets, bags, belts and other goods were produced in the workshop from the skins of endangered wild animals. 

Police last Thursday seized hundreds of pieces of leopard and otter skins from the shop. The skins were cut and ready for making jackets and bags, but no produced goods were found, according to police. 

"The pile of skins suggests that the traders have gathered at least two dozen spotted leopards' and one dozen otters' skins," said Dr. Rabi Sharma Aryal, the government officer investigating the case. 

Skins of poached leopard and otters (Photo by Knut-Erik Helle)
The police earlier had arrested one person in Nepalganj, western Nepal, with six leopard skins, and this person tipped them off about the Bauddha workshop, Dr. Aryal said. 

Goods produced from the leopard and otter skins are meant for the Tibetan market, police quoted the illegal traders as saying. Since the people in Tibet with money for luxury garments are Chinese, not Tibetan, the goods are really intended for the Chinese market. 

It is not clear whether all the seized skins were collected from leopards killed in Nepal or brought from other countries. Spotted leopard is commonly found across Nepal, but otter is not common in this Himalayan country. "Maybe some of the skins were brought from India," Dr. Aryal says. The police investigation is expected to clarify this point. 

While the spotted leopard is not listed as a protected animal in Nepal, this wild species is listed in Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), which prohibits trade in the species or its parts. 

"Since Nepal is a signatory to CITES, we are obliged to enforce this international instrument as Nepal law," says Supreme Court advocate Madhab Koirala. 

Killing of protected animals such as tigers and rhinos draws 10 years imprisonment and 50 thousand rupees (US$700) penalties, according to Nepal law. But the penalty for poaching of endangered wild animals not listed as protected in Nepal is much less. A leopard poacher may be imprisoned for only two years and fined as little as two thousand rupees (US$28). 

It is not only poachers who kill wild animals, sometimes the government itself kills these endangered species. Successful conservation of forests and wild animals in Nepal has resulted in frequent human-wild animal conflicts. Human life is always preferred. 

A team of security personnel shot a spotted leopard dead in Kathmandu just last Wednesday. The adult male leopard attacked and injured four people before entering a house at Balaju, a densely populated residential area of Kathmandu. 

"It took nearly four hours to round up and kill the wild beast, which was sitting on the bed," reports the "Rajdhani" newspaper. One child and a woman were hiding under the bed while leopard sat on the bed for hours. The wild animal could not smell these people hiding just a couple of feet below, and they were rescued unharmed. 

The leopard is believed to have come from Shivpuri National Park, which is some 10 kilometers north of downtown Kathmandu. 

Leopard in Nepal's Bardiya National Park (Photo courtesy Pahari Tours)
Another spotted leopard was shot dead in March by the army at the village of Kirtipur, 15 kilometers (nine miles) southwest of Kathmandu. The wild animal entered the village and killed one man, injuring at least a dozen others. 

Since there is no inventory of the number of leopards in Nepal, there is no precise data on the number of spotted leopards roaming the country. This species is found throughout Nepal from the southern plains to the upper hills. 

Nor are tigers spared in Nepal when they come into conflict with humans. Expert marksmen from the Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation in Royal Chitwan National Park shot two adult Royal Bengal tigers dead in early April. The tigers had become man-eaters. Twenty people were killed in a span of two weeks by these two tigers while dozens of others were injured. 

Three Bengal tigers were killed by poachers in Nepal protected areas during 2003, two in Royal Chitwan National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and one in Bardiya National Park. 

Endangered animals may be deliberately poisoned by the local people living around national parks and wildlife reserves. Wild animals frequently come out of the national parks and destroy agricultural products and attack people. For their own protection, local people sometimes use poisons, and poachers too use the same method. 

Tigers are included on the Nepal government's protected list. The population of Bengal tigers in Nepal's protected areas is estimated at around 150, but the total tiger population in the country has yet to be counted. 

For the past two years, Nepal has been implementing the Tiger Conservation Action Plan, a government plan to facilitate effective conservation of this vanishing species. 

The Royal Bengal tiger is listed on the Appendix I of the CITES treaty, which imposes a complete ban on its trade and killing. According to a WWF estimate, there are only 3,000 to 4,735 Bengal tigers roaming in the jungles of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal. 

WWF says, "In the last 100 years, tiger populations have declined by 95 percent - from about 100,000 tigers to between 5,000 and 7,500 left in the wild today in 14 range states. Of the eight sub-species of tiger, three have gone extinct in the past 50 years - the Caspian, Bali and Javan.

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update – 30 April 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

Monitors on buoys planned to gauge oceans' CO2 role
The Japan Times, April 30, 2004 - The science ministry will create a global-monitoring system to check how much carbon dioxide is absorbed and emitted by the sea, government officials said Thursday.
…Global monitoring will begin five to six years later in areas where a large volume of carbon dioxide is absorbed and generated, such as the Northern Pacific and waters near the equator. 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, established by the World Meteorological Organization and the United Nations Environment Program, said humans generate 23.1 billion tons of carbon dioxide every year by such means as burning fossil fuels. Of the total, 6.2 billion tons are absorbed by the sea and 5.1 billion tons by forests and other terrestrial means.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/getarticle.pl5?nn20040430a6.htm 

*********************


UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –30 April 2004

UN or UNEP in the News
UN chief calls for international agenda for sustainable development

Xinhuanet 2004-4-29

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said Wednesday that an international agenda must be adopted to address the important issues of environmental protection, social progress and economic growth. "Unsustainable patterns of consumption and production are still the norm. Progress in slowing deforestation and bio-diversity loss has been glacial. The AIDS epidemic is an enormous and still growing burden," Annan said as he opened the high-level meeting of the Commission on Sustainable Development. Annan said that the Commission on Sustainable Development must act as a watchdog on development issues.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-04/29/content_1445996.htm

General Environment News
Green GDP plan still needs much work
China Daily 2004-04-30

"Green GDP" has become a buzz word lately. The adjusted gross domestic product (GDP) calculation method signals a new way of looking at the relationship between economic growth and environment. But it will take strenuous efforts to carry it out. "The task of establishing this new calculation system is a complicated process; the data collection is dauntingly challenging," said Li Chengrui at the 2004 World Earth Day Forum at Peking University last week, former director of the National Bureau of Statistics. 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-04/30/content_327590.htm

Satellite to help Beijing's Olympics
China Daily, China Environment News 2004-4-30
A small satellite is expected to be launched in May next year to serve the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games by monitoring the capital city's venue construction, environment and traffic conditions through 2009. The satellite will also be the fifth one of the International Disaster Relief Network, which has seven in total, said sources. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-04/30/content_327449.htm
Chinese film stars crowned environment Ambassadors
Xinhuanet 2004-4-29

Five Chinese movie stars, including Li Bingbing, have been awarded the title of Green Ambassadors. A news conference was held Tuesday in Beijing for the awards ceremony, aiming to promote the country's environmental protection with the help of famous movie stars. The project is jointly organized by the State Environmental Protection Administration and the Environmental Protection Foundation. This is the forth time for the organizers to appoint celebrities to promote caring for the environment.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-04/29/content_1447599.htm



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Farmland" ��UN News Centre - UN says Europe must do more to halt species loss by shielding nature-rich farmlands�


� HYPERLINK  \l "DU" ��IPS - RIGHTS: GIs back from Iraq ailing - depleted uranium blamed�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Deadzones" ��Chesapeake Bay Journal - ‘Dead zones’ top list of threats at UN environmental forum�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��Environmental Data Interactive - EEA warns accession states to limit farming impact on environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Carbondioxide" ��Japan Economic Newswire - Japan to create global sea-based system to monitor CO2*�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Eau" ��Le Figaro - Avertissement de la Banque mondiale sur le risque de pénurie d'eau potable�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Zonesmortes" ��WalFadjri (Senegal) - Les "zones mortes" marines menacent la planète�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Disparition" ��Walfadjri – En voie de disparition�


�


*Also picked up by BBC Monitoring 
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