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North Korea's environment crisis 
	By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


The UN and officials in Pyongyang have agreed the first-ever assessment of the state of the North Korean environment. 
The report was written by North Korea's national co-ordinating council for the environment, together with the UN's Development and Environment Programmes. 

The head of Unep said Pyongyang had shown its readiness to work with the world community to safeguard nature. 

The report lists a catalogue of neglect and over-exploitation of resources, and says time is short to put things right. 

The report, DPR Korea: State Of The Environment 2003, was produced by officials from 20 government and academic agencies, with training and guidance from the two UN programmes. 

Future collaboration 
It was compiled as a result of a visit to Pyongyang in 2000 by Unep's executive director, Dr Klaus Toepfer. 

He and Dr Ri Jung Sik, secretary-general of the national co-ordinating council, have now signed a framework agreement on joint activities to improve environmental protection. 

The report covers five areas: forests, water, air, land and biodiversity. It says the most urgent priority is the degradation of forest resources. 

Forests cover 74% of North Korea, but almost all are on steep slopes. In the last decade the forests have declined in extent and quality. 

The report says this is because of timber production, a doubling of firewood consumption, wild fires, insect attacks associated with drought, and conversion of forest to farmland. 

On water it says demand is rising "with economic development and the improvement in standards of living", and calls for urgent investment in domestic sewage and industrial water treatment. 

It notes that large quantities of untreated wastewater and sewage are discharged into rivers, and says some diseases related to water use "are surging". 

Air quality, the report says, "is deteriorating, especially in urban and industrial areas". Energy consumption is expected to double over 30 years, from almost 48m tonnes of oil equivalent in 1990 to 96 million tonnes in 2020. 

North Korea's use of coal is projected to increase five times from 2005 to 2020, underlining, the report says, "the urgent need for clean coal combustion and exhaust gas purification technologies, energy efficiency, and renewable energy alternatives." 

On land use, the report says self-sufficiency in food production has been a national policy aim in North Korea. 

Changed priorities 
But it continues: "Major crop yields fell by almost two thirds during the 1990s due to land degradation caused by loss of forest, droughts, floods and tidal waves, acidification due to over-use of chemicals, as well as shortages of fertiliser, farm machinery and oil. 

"Vulnerable soils require an expansion of restorative policies and practices such as flood protection works, tree planting, terracing and use of organic fertilisers. 

"Recognising such issues, [the country] adjusted its legal and administrative framework, designating environmental protection as a priority over all productive practices and identifying it as a prerequisite for sustainable development." 

North Korea is home to several critically endangered species, among them the Amur leopard, the Asiatic black bear and the Siberian tiger. 

Squaring the circle 
It has signed up to international environmental agreements such as the Convention on Biological Diversity, though the report notes a continuing "contradiction between protection and development", which it says is being overcome. 

In a wider context, the report says: "The conflict between socio-economic progress and a path of truly sustainable development is likely to be further aggravated unless emerging issues can be settled in time." 

It says environmental laws and regulations need to be formulated or upgraded, management mechanisms improved, financial investment encouraged, and research focused on priorities. 

Dr Toepfer said North Korea "has shown its willingness to engage with the global community to safeguard its environmental resources, and we must respond so it can meet development goals in a sustainable manner." 

All images courtesy of UN Environment Programme. 
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UN sees dire pollution in North Korea
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SEOUL The forests in North Korea are depleted, its rivers and streams are filled with runoff from factories and the country's reliance on coal energy has created severe urban air pollution, the United Nations said on Friday in its first report on the Communist nation's environment.

.

The evaluation, by the UN Environment Program, was completed late last year with the help of the North Korean government. But its release was delayed until a delegation from the North visited the agency's headquarters, in Nairobi, to sign an agreement on Thursday on future cooperation to protect the environment.

.

In releasing the report, the agency acknowledged that there was "a paucity of research and data on which to base reliable environmental assessments." North Korea's forests have fallen victim to its fast-growing population - estimated at more than 24 million - and their energy needs, along with natural disasters and efforts to convert forests to farmland, the report said.

.

Pollution of rivers and streams has become severe, the report said. It notes that a dozen factories discharge about 30,000 cubic meters, or more than one million cubic feet, of waste each day into the Taedong River, which runs through the capital, Pyongyang. Urgent investment is also needed in the country's water treatment and purification systems, the agency said. Meanwhile, the North's reliance on coal to general power and heat homes has also created "serious urban air pollution problems," the agency said, but there have been no reliable studies on how they have affected people's health.

.

North Korea has depended on outside help to feed its people since 1995. It is still struggling to become self-sufficient in food production with continuing poor crop yields due to natural disasters as well as the overuse of chemicals and shortages of fertilizer, farm machinery and oil, the agency said. The UN World Food Program said last week that the collapse of North Korea's economy had caused food prices to skyrocket so high that some people cannot afford what they need to survive. To help remedy the food shortage, the UN Environment Program said farmers should expand the use of restorative practices, including tree planting and use of organic fertilizers. 
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ABC News

U.N.: N. Korean Environment in Poor Shape

U.N. Evaluates North Korea's Environment and Finds Polluted Water and Air, Depleted Forests


The Associated Press



Aug. 27, 2004 — NAIROBI, Kenya Urgent investment is needed in North Korea to deal with severe environmental problems that have depleted the country's forests, contaminated water supplies and polluted the air, the head of the U.N. Environment Program said Friday, 

North Korea "has very severe environmental challenges, very severe," said Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the Nairobi-based U.N. Environment Program.

Toepfer spoke after signing an agreement with North Korean officials that would increase cooperation with the U.N. agency, which is based in Nairobi.

North Korean officials declined to answer any questions at the signing ceremony. Toepfer said they told him they did not want to participate in a news conference that followed the signing.

The agency also released the first-ever U.N. report on the state of the environment in North Korea on Friday, which revealed how the country's environmental, economic and political problems have all compounded each other.

"There is a reliance on coal for power generation and domestic heating and this has created serious urban air pollution problems," Toepfer said.

North Korea has said it is developing nuclear power to meet its electricity needs, but they have also used the program to develop nuclear weapons, prompting international condemnation and isolation. The U.N. report recommended investing in renewable energy and cleaner coal-burning technology.

Problems with deforestation and water pollution have also contributed to shortfalls in food production, the U.N. report said.

The North has depended on outside help to feed its people since 1995. It is still struggling to become self-sufficient with continuing poor crop yields due to natural disasters as well as the overuse of chemicals and shortages of fertilizer, farm machinery and oil, the U.N. agency said.

The U.N. World Food Program said last week the collapse of North Korea's economy has caused food prices to skyrocket so high that some people can't afford what they need to survive.

"There is a huge decrease in crop (production) linked with the devastation of land," Toepfer said. "They have much more agriculture-related problems in a county with a high dependence on agriculture."

To help remedy the food shortage, the U.N. Environment Program said farmers should expand use of restorative practices, including tree planting and use of organic fertilizers. Investing in wastewater treatment plants will also help alleviate the country's pollution problems, Toepfer said.

The country's forests have fallen victim to its fast-growing population estimated at more than 24 million. Energy needs, along with natural disasters and efforts to convert forests to farmland have also depleted the forests, the report said.

"North Korea is a water-rich country, but there is a challenge in maintaining the water supply and quality," Toepfer said. The report found that a dozen factories discharge some 39,200 cubic yards of waste each day into the Taedong River running through the capital Pyongyang.

Toepfer said that while the damage was extensive, the North Korean government has committed itself to working with neighboring countries and the United Nations to improve the situation.

"The most important consequence for me ... is that there is a full dedication for cooperation and that there is a full understanding that there must be more done for the environment," Toepfer said.

The evaluation by the U.N. Environment Program was completed late last year with the assistance of the North Korean government. But its release was delayed until a delegation from the North visited the agency's headquarters to sign the agreement.

Toepfer said the report was incomplete and marked only the beginning of research into North Korea's environmental problems. More than 100 researchers at 20 institutions operating in North Korea helped compile the report, U.N. officials said.


photo credit and caption: 

Dr. Ri Hung Sik from North Korea, left, shakes hands with the South Korean ambassador to Kenya, Suk Jo Lee, right, after North Korean officials signed an agreement Friday, Aug. 27, 2004 in Nairobi to cooperate more with the U.N. Environment Program in the future. In the first-ever report on the state of the environment in North Korea, researchers found that factories and sewage plants were dumping untreated waste and toxins into the country's rivers and coal-fired electricity generating plants were polluting the air to dangerous levels.(AP Photo/Karel Prinsloo)
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Korea Times

NK Faces Severe Environmental Problems: UN
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By Reuben Staines
Staff Reporter
Pollution and deforestation in North Korea are exacerbating its serious food shortage problems, according to a U.N. report released Friday that outlines a range of environmental challenges facing Pyongyang.

``There is a huge decrease in crop production linked with the devastation of the land,’’ said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. Environment Program, after issuing the organization’s first-ever report on the state of the North Korean environment. 

Pyongyang officials visited the U.N. Environment Program’s headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya last week to sign an agreement to boost cooperation on environmental issues.

The report points to land degradation caused by deforestation, over use of chemicals, flooding, droughts and a lack of fertilizer and farm machinery as the major reasons for severe famines in the North.

It said investment is urgently needed to begin flood protection, tree planting and the use of organic fertilizers to help restore the environment and increase food production. 

North Korea has relied on international food aid to feed its population for the past decade, with more than 1 million people dying of starvation according to many estimates.

Toepfer said the isolated communist nation also has a high level of air pollution due to its use of dirty fuels. ``There is a reliance on coal for power generation and domestic heating, and this has created serious urban air pollution problems,’’ he explained.

The report projected a five-fold increase in coal use by 2020, stressing the need for renewable energy alternatives and clean coal burning and exhaust gas purification technologies. Energy supply shortages, along with natural disasters and efforts to convert forests to farmland, have also depleted the forests, it said. 

``North Korea is a water-rich country, but there is a challenge in maintaining the water supply and quality,’’ Toepfer added. Pollution of rivers and streams has become severe _ particularly in the Taedong River through central Pyongyang, where factories discharge 30,000 cubic meters of wastewater every day.

However, the study noted that North Korea has designated environmental protection as a priority over productive practices and recognized the importance of sustainable development. It has also joined international agreements on biological diversity and moved to protect endangered species, including the Amur leopard and Asiatic black bear. 

``North Korea has shown its willingness to engage with the global community to safeguard its environmental resources, and we must respond so it can meet development goals in a sustainable manner,’’ Toepfer said. ``By bringing together the available environmental information and identifying priority issues, the report will help strengthen monitoring and assessment, policy setting, action planning and resourcing in North Korea.’’ 

The North’s delegation to Nairobi _ led by Ri Hung-sik, secretary-general of the National Coordinating Committee for Environment _ declined to answer questions on the environmental concerns. 

________________________________________________________________________ _________________

Reuters

UN report on N.Korea environment says outlook tough

27 Aug 2004 07:59:28 GMT
Source: Reuters
By Jack Kim
SEOUL, Aug 27 (Reuters) - North Korea's environment faces a stark future unless urgent action is taken, the United Nations said on Friday in a first report on the communist state's environment compiled with unprecedented help from Pyongyang.

The U.N Environment Programme (UNEP), which issued the report, hopes it will become a building block for further action in North Korea, which has launched tentative economic reforms but lacks energy and has large industries lying dormant or dead.

The report, which was produced by North Korea with training and guidance from UNEP, targets all major areas of the environment, including forest degradation, water quality, air pollution and biodiversity.

"Increasing population growth and the existing mountain terrain along with the occurrence of natural disaster have exerted pressure on the existing natural resources and environment," the report said.

"The conflict between socio-economic progress and a path of truly sustainable development is likely to be further aggravated unless emerging issues can be settled in time."

The report will become available later on Friday on the U.N. programme's Web site (www.rrcap.unep.org/). The North's National Coordinating Committee for Environment and the U.N. Environment Programme in Pyongyang, along with the programme's offices in Nairobi and Bangkok, consulted closely on the report.

While much of North Korea is forested, deforestation has progressed in past decades from timber production, increased consumption of firewood and wild fires, the report said.

"The degradation of forest resources in DPR Korea has emerged as the most urgent priority," the report said.

North Korea's official name is the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

A growing population and scarce arable land had also pushed agricultural production into the hills, taking its toll on the forests, it said.

North Korea has relatively rich water resources, but faces increasing challenges in the supply and quality of water from pollution and large quantities of water used for power generation, the report said.

Growing air pollution was largely from the country's reliance on coal for power and heating and underscored the need for efficiency and better technology, it said.

North Korea has shown its willingness to safeguard its environmental resources, the U.N. programme's executive director, Klaus Toepfer, said in a statement.

The normally secretive North is in a standoff with the United States over its suspected nuclear weapons programmes.

It has been urged to give up the programmes in return for peaceful energy assistance from the international community.

But Pyongyang has said it has the right to maintain nuclear programmes intended for "peaceful purposes".

Toepfer and the head of North Korea's environment committee Ri Hung-sik signed a framework agreement that will guide joint activities for environmental protection in the North, UNEP said.

The report's release had been scheduled for March this year during the UNEP's global ministerial forum in South Korea, but was put off when the North Korean delegate failed to show up.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian (London) - Final Edition
August 28, 200

UN tells North Korea to protect its environment

BYLINE: Jonathan Watts in Beijing

BODY:
North Korea must take urgent action to protect its environment, the UN environment programme said yesterday, publishing its first report on the deforestation and pollution caused by more than a decade of famine and economic hardship.

It said the search for food and fuel had led to the felling of a tenth of the country's trees since 1990, threatening the habitats of rare species and increasing the risk of soil erosion and flooding.

Although the authors admit that much of the information is old and incomplete, the study and its publication - both done with the cooperation of the North Korean authorities - is hailed as a breakthrough. 

Until now the government has either ignored the environment or launched ad hoc measures, such as the campaign for every citizen to walk 10,000 steps a day rather than use buses and trams.

Unep's executive director, Klaus Topfer, said: "This country has very severe environmental challenges." But he praised the government for making a commitment yesterday to work with the international community to clear up the damage.

"The most important consequence is that there is a full dedication for cooperation and that there is a full understanding that there must be done more for the environment."

At first sight, the spectacular deindustrialisation of North Korea since the collapse of the Soviet bloc appears to have been beneficial to the environment. The halving of the country's output between 1992 and 1996 has closed countless factories.

But the report points out that the search for fuel, power and farmland has forced many of the 24.4 million people into the hills in search of firewood.

In the six years from 1990 the volume of timber burned in homes and factories more than doubled. At least 144,000 hectares (359,900 acres) of woodland has been lost.

Although 80% of the land is still forested, most of the remaining trees are on inaccessible mountain slopes.

During the years of famine in the mid-1990s, many hills were stripped in an attempt to expand farmland. With a harvest 20% short of needs, aid workers say they have seen peasants trying to grow wheat on slopes so steep that they are unable to stand straight.

"It's very evident that more and more marginal land is being brought into use, which has had an adverse environmental impact," Gerry Bourke of the World Food Programme said.

"They are cultivating hillsides and even hilltops that should be left fallow. When the rain comes, it all just gets washed off and you get a growing problem of soil erosion."

Other problems reported include the pollution of rivers with sewage, leading to the spread of water-borne disease; and air pollution, partly caused by the heavy reliance on coal.

With the population expected to grow to 29m by 2020, the government expects a fivefold increase in the demand for coal for domestic fires and industrial boilers and kilns.

Links

www.unep.org/pdf/dprk-soe- report.pdf The Unep report in full
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Ireland on Line

Investment urged in polluted North Korea
28/08/2004 - 15:51:08 

Urgent investment is needed in North Korea to deal with serious environmental problems that have depleted the country’s forests, contaminated water supplies and polluted the air, the United Nations’ top environmental official has said.

The reclusive communist state “has very severe environmental challenges”, Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Programme, said as the agency released its first environmental report on the country.

The report revealed how North Korea’s environmental, economic and political problems had compounded each other and recommended investing in renewable energy and cleaner coal-burning technology.
Detroit Free Press

Eco-investment sought

Urgent investment is needed in North Korea to deal with environmental problems that have depleted forests, contaminated water supplies and polluted the air, Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the Nairobi-based UN Environment Program, said Friday.Los Angeles Times

August 28, 2004 Saturday 
Home Edition

Chosun Llbo, 

South Korea

UN Publishes Environmental Report on North Korea

The first report on environmental conditions in North Korea such as the quality of water, air, forest, soil, and diversity of wildlife has been published. 

The United Nations Development Program, United Nations Environment Program and North Korean authorities jointly released the “2003 Environmental Condition of North Korea” on Friday. 

Although there was lack of materials, it is the first time a comprehensive report on North Korea’s environmental conditions has been released to the public. In addition, North Korea signed a joint-activity agreement in the main office of the UNDP in Nairobi, Kenya, in order to strengthen its environmental protection. 

The report indicated that forest damage is the most serious environmental problem faced by North Korea. Unauthorized felling occurs so trees could be used as wood or fuel, and reclamation of forests for farming land in order to increase food productivity are the key reasons. 

In addition, water pollution in North Korea was found to be serious because proper disposal of foul water and wastewater does not take place. About 30,000 cubic meters of industrial wastewater are discharged daily into the Daedong River, which flows across Pyongyang. 

The downstream of the Yalu River, which flows along the Sino-Korean border, is growing polluted because of industrial wastewater and foul water. The report also noted that North Korea’s air pollution is a concern because the nation relies on coal for its electricity production and home heating. 

North Korea’s environmental laws should be revised and investment and development must be made in basic environmental facilities, said the report. 

Scientific investigation about environmental pollution must be carried out and a contamination detecting system and related statistics at a national level are essential, it said. 

The UNEP proposed 16 priority coordinative projects, such as establishing and maintaining logging forests, a water contamination monitoring system for the Daedong River and inspecting air pollution in the Pyongyang area. 

(Kwon Sang-eun, sekwon@chosun.com ) 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________

Viet Nam News Agency

UNEP reports environment in DPR Korea 
   08/28/2004 -- 21:31(GMT+7) 
 
New York (VNA) - The ecological environment in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) is facing big challenges, said a report on environment issued on Friday by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

UNEP said that over the past decade forests have declined due to timber production and a doubling of firewood consumption. Additionally, rivers, streams and air in urban areas have been polluted due to waste water and smoke from factories. According to UNEP's statistics, factories and plants discharge 30,000 cu.m. of waste water into the rivers every day. 

To help the DPRK tackle the problem, the study calls for stronger environmental laws, better environmental management, targeted financial investment, and improved statistics to support policy making.

Earlier, UNEP and the DPRK signed a framework agreement to guide joint activities that will further strengthen capacity for environmental protection.

On this occasion, UNEP Chief Klaus Toepfer called on the international community to support the DPRK's Government's efforts to safeguard natural resources.--Enditem
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Los Angeles Times
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U.N. Report Evaluates N. Korea Environment

BYLINE: From Times Wire Reports

BODY:


Urgent investment is needed in North Korea to deal with severe environmental problems that have depleted the country's forests, contaminated water supplies and polluted the air, the head of the U.N. Environment Program said.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the Environment Program, which is based in Nairobi, Kenya, spoke after signing an agreement with North Korean officials that would increase cooperation with the U.N. agency.

The agency also released the first United Nations report on the state of the environment in North Korea.
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Orlando Sentinel (Florida)
August 28, 2004 Saturday 
FINAL

U.N.: N. KOREA FACES SERIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS


 NAIROBI, Kenya -- North Korea "has very severe environmental challenges," Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Program, said Friday from the program's offices in Kenya. 

It was the agency's first environmental report on the country. Urgent investment is needed to deal with the country's serious environmental problems that have depleted the forests, contaminated water supplies and polluted the air, Toepfer said. The North Korean government has committed itself to working with neighboring countries and the United Nations to improve the situation. 



CONTACT: Compiled from wire reports

LOAD-DATE: August 28, 2004 __________________________________________________________________________________________
Lloyd’s List

August 27, 2004

UN fears over Barents Sea oil transport

BYLINE: Brian Reyes in Gibraltar

BODY:
THE United Nations Environment Programme has identified projected increases in oil and gas transport through the Barents Sea as one of the key threats to its unique Arctic ecosystem.

A new report by UNEP's Global International Waters Assessment singled out pollution as the second most serious environmental concern in the region after over-fishing by commercial trawlers.

While scientific analysis shows that the Barents Sea is much cleaner than other European seas, growth in Russian oil exports - together with the expansion of the oil and gas industries on the Russian Arctic shelf - has sparked fears about what lies ahead. 

"The increased exploration activities for petroleum resources in the Barents Sea, the offshore developments and the shipping of oil and gas along the coasts represent significant potential threats to this vulnerable Arctic ecosystem," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director.

The report draws attention to the difficulties of shipping oil under Arctic conditions and points to a lack of experience among some tanker crews faced with natural factors such as seasonal ice and frequent storms.

It adds that there is a lack of "long-term, well-co-ordinated" planning for offshore development in the region, "preventing oil companies from investing into ecological programmes and re-equipment of the tanker fleet".

According to the report development of reserves in the Barents Sea will increase the transport of oil to 40m tonnes by 2020.

"This will correspondingly increase the pressure on the Northern Sea route, which crosses the Barents Sea, by a factor of six," UNEP said in a statement.

"As a consequence, the risk of accidental oil spills is expected to increase in the near future."

The report recommends the development of safety plans to prevent accidental oil spills as well as contingency plans to respond to such incidents.

Additional environmental threats to the region identified include storage facilities for radioactive wastes and the impact of invasive species on the ecosystem.

The report can be found at www.giwa.net/barentssea/
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BBC

Acid oceans spell doom for coral 
	By Carolyn Fry 
In Stockholm 


The increasing acidity of the world's oceans could banish all coral by 2065, a leading marine expert has warned. 
Professor Katherine Richardson said sea organisms that produced calcareous structures would struggle to function in the coming decades as pH levels fell 

The Danish expert told the EuroScience Open Forum 2004 that human-produced carbon dioxide was radically changing the marine environment. 

CO2 levels are now said to be at their highest level for 55 million years. 

Most of it will eventually be absorbed by seawater, where it will react to form carbonic acid. 

The normal acidity of the ocean is around pH 8, but experts predict this could drop to pH 7.4. 

Scientists fear this increasing acidification could have a particularly detrimental effect on corals and other marine organisms, because it reduces the availability of carbonate ions in the water for them to make their hard parts. 

Record readings 
As climate change research has primarily concentrated on the impacts on land and in the atmosphere, our knowledge of what the rise will mean is uncertain. 

However, as there are 78,000,000 gigatonnes of carbon locked up in ocean sediments compared with 750 gigatonnes of carbon in the atmosphere, the rise could have very serious implications for the carbon cycle, Professor Richardson believes. 

"It makes sense that the component of the Earth's system we need to understand the most is the biggest," said the researcher from the Department of Marine Ecology in Aarhus, Denmark. "But it just happens to be the one that's most difficult for us humans to explore." 

CO2 levels in the atmosphere, driven up by the burning of fossil fuels, currently stand at about 380 parts per million (ppm) - up from their pre-industrial mark of around 280 ppm. 

Carbon dioxide is removed from the atmosphere by microscopic ocean-dwelling plants called phytoplankton, through photosynthesis. But one group, called the coccolithophorids, also produce calcium carbonate platelets, called liths. 

Each lith is only about 2.5 micrometres (millionths of a metre) across but a very great many are produced each year. 

It is estimated that blooms of the dominant species, Emiliania Huxleyi , annually cover about 1.4 million sq km of the ocean. 

When they die, they rain down to the ocean floor, in the process locking carbon away in a vast sediment store. This biological pump helps to control the exchange of carbon between the oceans and atmosphere. 

Knowledge search 
" E. Huxleyi has dominated the world's oceans since the Holocene, but prior to that a different species was responsible for moving all the carbon to the bottom," explained Professor Richardson. 

"It's anyone's guess if another species would step in if E. Huxleyi can't tolerate the more acidic conditions." 

Scientists are beginning to address the gaping holes in our knowledge. Last week, the UK's academy of science, the Royal Society, announced a study concentrating on the impact of increased acidity on marine life. 

An extra reason for the concern is that scientists have considered exploiting ocean processes to help mitigate rising CO2 levels. 

The idea is that by artificially "fertilising" phytoplankton at the ocean surface, it might be possible to stimulate the take-up of CO2 - locking away some of the extra CO2 in the atmosphere that is believed to be forcing global temperatures to rise. 

If increased acidity begins to hinder the natural removal of CO2 from the atmosphere, however, then we may lose one opportunity to reverse any damage induced by human activity. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Silent Emergency: Billions Without Clean Water, Sanitation 
NEW YORK, New York, August 27, 2004 (ENS) - The world is on track to meet a United Nations target of supplying safe drinking water to all but 800 million of the world's people by 2015, UN agencies said Thursday. Presently, an estimated 1.1 billion people - roughly one in every six people - do not have clean water to drink. 

But the World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Childrens' Fund (UNICEF) report that the global sanitation target will be missed by half a billion people - most of them in rural Africa and Asia - allowing waste and disease to spread, killing millions of children and leaving millions more on the brink of survival, the agencies predicted. 

More than 2.6 billion people - over 40 percent of the world's population - do not have access to basic sanitation. 

"Around the world millions of children are being born into a silent emergency of simple needs," says Carol Bellamy, UNICEF's executive director. 

"The growing disparity between the haves and the have-nots in terms of access to basic services is killing around 4000 children every day and underlies many more of the 10 million child deaths each year. We have to act now to close this gap or the death toll will certainly rise," said Bellamy. 

"Water and sanitation are among the most important determinants of public health. Wherever people achieve reliable access to safe drinking-water and adequate sanitation they have won a major battle against a wide range of diseases," says WHO Director-General Dr. Lee Jong-wook. 
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During the monsoon season in Bangladesh there is plenty of water, but it may carry diseases. (Photo courtesy World Food Program)
Eight Millennium Development Goals were agreed by the United Nations member governments at the Millennium Summit in 2000. The targets state that the proportion of people worldwide not having access to an improved water source and the proportion of people worldwide not having access to adequate sanitation facilities should be halved between the baseline year of 1990 and 2015. 

WHO and UNICEF say the report measures progress at the halfway point between 1990 and 2015. It is the first in a series looking at progress in water and sanitation coverage, should be a wake-up call to all global leaders, Lee and Bellamy said. Every country still has work to do to eliminate disparities in basic services and the data shows clearly how that can be done before the Millennium Development Goal deadline of 2015. 

The agencies warned that a global trend towards urbanization is marginalizing the rural poor and putting huge strain on basic services in cities. As a result, families living in rural villages and urban slums are being trapped in a cycle of ill health and poverty. 

Children are always the first to suffer from the burden of disease caused by dirty water and poor hygiene, while the wider impact of unhygienic environments drags back economic progress and erodes good governance, the agencies said. 
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A refugee from Darfur, Sudan, 20 month old Abdul Kassem is in a therapeutic feeding center run by Medecins sans Frontieres-Holland in a camp in Chad. (Photo by Peter Smerdon courtesy WFP)
Developing regions of the world, such as sub-Saharan Africa, are most at risk. But the report mentions trends in the industrialized regions, where coverage figures for clean water and basic sanitation facilities are estimated to have decreased by two percent between 1990 and 2002. 

In the former Soviet Union, only 83 percent of people had access to adequate sanitation facilities. With economic and population pressures growing, these percentages could decrease, the report warns. 

The drinking water picture is more hopeful. Over the past 12 years, WHO and UNICEF estimate that an additional 1.1 billion people have gained access to an improved source of drinking water - bringing global coverage rates up to 83 percent, from 77 percent in 1990. 

Dr. Lee said, "To meet the 2015 targets, countries need to create the political will and resources to serve a billion new urban dwellers, and reduce by almost one billion the number of rural dwellers without access to adequate sanitation facilities. Otherwise we risk leaving millions, if not billions, out of the development process." 

There are some encouraging signs, say Lee and Bellamy. Great gains in water and sanitation coverage have been made against considerable odds in many countries. "This progress came as a direct result of political prioritization and a drive to find locally effective solutions," they said. 

"This report is important because it proves that significant improvements are possible in a short space of time, even in the poorest countries." said Bellamy. "By identifying trends now, and committing to course corrections, we have a real opportunity to ensure that by 2015 these basic essentials of life are available to all."

__________________________________________________________________

ENS

Bush Administration Reports Warming Climate, Rising Seas 
WASHINGTON, DC, August 27, 2004 (ENS) - Buried in a regular report on federal climate research delivered to Congress this week is evidence that President George W. Bush has modified his long-standing resistance to recognizing the human contributions to global warming that has kept the United States from ratifying the Kyoto Protocol to limit greenhouse gas emissions. 

The evidence comes in the fact that the report was signed by Dr. John H. Marburger, III, science adviser to the President and director of the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, as well as by the secretaries of the Departments of Energy and Commerce. 

The report, "Our Changing Planet: The U.S. Climate Change Science Program for Fiscal Years 2004 and 2005," describes scientific research on climate and global change funded by 13 federal government departments and agencies. 

While never explicitly stating that human emission of greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide is responsible for global warming, the report does say, "Carbon dioxide (CO2) is the largest single forcing agent of climate change, and methane (CH4) is also a significant contributor." 

[image: image11.jpg]


Earth's surface temperature is rising at an unprecedented rate. (Image courtesy NOAA)
Carbon dioxide is emitted into the atmosphere by the burning of fossil fuels - coal, oil and natural gas - for electricity and transportation. 

Global warming could last for thousands of years, researchers have found, because the atmosphere "acts as a long-term 'reservoir' for certain trace gases that can cause global changes." 

"The long removal times of some gases, such as CO2 (more than 100 years) and perfluorocarbons (more than 1,000 years)," the report states, "imply that any associated global changes could persist over decades, centuries, and millennia - affecting all countries and populations." 

CO2 and perfluorocarbons are regulated by the Kyoto Protocol, an international treaty governing the emission of six gases by industrialized nations. 

In the past, President Bush and his officials have emphasized the uncertainties of climate science and called for more study in place of ratifying the Kyoto Protocol and taking action to limit greenhouse gas emissions. "Our Changing Planet" details the results of some of these government funded studies. 

On detecting a human influence on North American climate, research "shows that North American temperature changes from 1950 to 1999 were unlikely to be due only to natural climate variations." 

"Observed trends over this period are consistent with simulations that include anthropogenic forcing from increasing atmospheric greenhouse gases and sulfate aerosols," the report states, meaning that human emissions of greenhouse gases have forced the increase of temperatures over North America. 

Rail systems help Metro-Dade County, Florida reduce carbon dioxide emissions from transportation. (Photo by Walter Marks courtesy Metro-Dade Transit Authority)
"However," the report says, "most of the observed warming from 1900 to 1949 was likely due to natural climate variation." 

Arctic surface temperatures have been warming over the 20 years from 1981 to 2001, analysis of satellite data has shown, with the greatest degree of warming happening over the high latitudes of North America. 

"The Arctic warmed at an annual average rate of 0.3°C per decade over sea ice (considering those portions of the Arctic Ocean where 80 percent of ocean surface is covered by ice), 0.5°C per decade over the high latitude (poleward of 60°N) region of Eurasia, and 1.0°C over the high latitude region of North America," the report states. 

Simultaneously, sea ice in the Arctic is declining at a rate of nine percent per decade and scientists report that in 2002 summer sea ice was at record low levels. Early results indicate this persisted in 2003. 

There has been a corresponding change in the freshwater balance of the Atlantic Ocean. "Our Changing Planet" reports, "shifts in the oceanic distribution of fresh and saline waters are occurring in ways that may be linked to global warming and possible change in the global water cycle. Parallel changes in ocean salinity and temperature are occurring in other oceans as well." 

"The rate and causes of 20th century global sea level rise are subjects of intense debate," the report acknowledges. "Direct observations, based on tide gauge records, suggest that the rate of sea level rise is between 1.5 and 2.0 mm per year (0.6 to 0.8 inches per decade). 

The two largest contributors to sea level rise are thought to be volume changes due to ocean warming (thermal expansion) and the addition of mass due to the melting of polar ice sheets. 

U.S. scientists are at work producing information to help states and cities to plan for sea level rise. During FY 2004-2005, coastal elevation maps will be produced showing areas vulnerable to sea level rise. 

Planning maps will be created that synthesize current state and local baseline plans for sea level rise along the U.S. Atlantic Coast. This work will improve understanding of the sensitivity and adaptability of coastal ecosystems and human systems and provide resources to support decisionmaking. 

Conservation officials will be able to use the maps to determine whether current policies ensure sufficient wetland migration, and identify areas where additional wetland migration is feasible. Local governments can focus infrastructure in areas where shores are certain to be protected. Ecologists assessing potential environmental consequences of climate change will have a better idea whether tidal habitat will shift inland or be replaced with seawalls. 

Recent research links severe droughts across the United States, the Mediterranean region, and Southwest Asia from 1998 through 2002 with a persistent climate state that was strongly influenced by the tropical oceans. 

Agricultural engineers Clarence Richardson (left) and Daren Harmel inspect a dry stream channel. Drought has persisted across the American West for the past six years. (Photo by Scott Bauer courtesy USDA)
Unusually cold sea surface temperatures (SSTs) in the eastern tropical Pacific - persistent La Niña conditions - that occurred together with sustained above normal sea surface temperatures in the western tropical Pacific and Indian Oceans, are responsible for the droughts, the report states. "The persistence of this abnormal tropical SST pattern was unprecedented in the instrumental record." 

Strong links between land cover and climate mean that changes in land use and land cover can be important contributors to climate change and variability, the report points out. "The combination of climate and land-use change may have profound effects on the habitability of the Earth in more significant ways than either acting alone. While land-use change is often a driver of environmental and climatic changes, a changing climate can, in turn, affect land use and land cover." 

Global warming will likely mean increased production for U.S. forests, according to research detailed in "Our Changing Planet." 

A new national assessment of a range of climate scenarios and ecological responses found that, under several scenarios, "economic welfare in the forest and agricultural sectors would be increased" due to "an overall increase in U.S. forest productivity that boosts long-term timber inventory and allows more timber harvests." 

A more recent study of U.S. agriculture showed that, by the year 2060, the benefits of climate change to American croplands could be less than previous work had indicated. A team of scientists found that "finer scale simulations tend to reduce projected benefits and increase projected losses for a wide range of crops across most parts of the nation." 

Much of the climate research is focused on reducing uncertainties, but the Bush administration is not waiting for all uncertainties to be resolved before making decision. Instead, research centers for decisionmaking under uncertainty are being established. 

During FY 2004, the process of establishing a set of centers focusing on decisionmaking under uncertainty (DMUU) associated with climate variability and change will be completed, the report states The DMUU centers will function into 2008, and will conduct fundamental research on decisionmaking associated with climate change and variability. 

Center research programs are intended to advance basic understanding about decision processes dealing with issues such as inter-temporal choice, risk perception, hazards, disaster reduction, tradeoffs, equity, framing, and probabilistic reasoning associated with risky phenomena. 

The centers will develop tools that people, organizations, and governments can use to better understand the risks associated with climate variability and change and the options they have to address those risks. 

The report makes no mention of the Kyoto Protocol, but says the Bush administration is working with the countries responsible for 75 percent of greenhouse gas emissions, which means the large developing nations such as China, India, and Brazil. These nations are not now governed by the protocol, but future negotations limiting their emissions are expected. 

"Our Changing Planet" emphasizes the importance of continuing scientific research, especially on a global scale with the Global Earth Observing System of Systems to which many nations are contributing. 

View the report, "Our Changing Planet," online at: http://www.usgcrp.gov/usgcrp/Library/ocp2004-5/default.htm
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UN or UNEP in the news

NK Faces Severe Environmental Problems: UN

Korea Times – Seoul, South Korea, (By Reuben Staines
Staff Reporter ), 29August 2004 -  Pollution and deforestation in North Korea are exacerbating its serious food shortage problems, according to a U.N. report released Friday that outlines a range of environmental challenges facing Pyongyang.
... ``There is a huge decrease in crop production linked with the devastation of the land,’’ said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment http://times.hankooki.com/lpage/200408/kt2004082917323810160.htm
UN Publishes Environmental Report on North Korea
Chosun Ilbo - South Korea, 29 August 2004 - The first report on environmental conditions in North Korea such as the quality of water, air, forest, soil, and diversity of wildlife has been published. 
The United Nations Development Program, United Nations Environment Program and North Korean authorities jointly released the “2003 Environmental Condition of North Korea” on Friday. 
... The UNEP proposed 16 priority coordinative projects, such as establishing and maintaining logging forests, a water contamination monitoring system for the ...

http://english.chosun.com/w21data/html/news/200408/200408290026.html
UN: severe environmental problems in North Korea

Taipei Times - Taipei, Taiwan, 29 August 2004 - North Korea must take urgent action to protect its environment, the UN environment program (UNEP) said Friday, publishing its first report on

the deforestation ...

http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/world/archives/2004/08/29/2003200714 
UNEP reports environment in DPR Korea

Viet Nam News Agency - Hanoi, Vietnam, 28 August 2004 - New York (VNA) - The ecological environment in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) is facing big challenges, said a report on environment issued on Friday by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
... People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) is facing big challenges, said a report on environment issued on Friday by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). ...

http://www.vnagency.com.vn/NewsA.asp?LANGUAGE_ID=2&CATEGORY_ID=34&NEWS_ID=115614
DPR Korea: first-ever UN environmental study documents pollution, degradation 

UN News Center, 27 August 2004 – Forests in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) have declined, rivers and urban air have become more polluted and major crop yields have fallen dramatically due to land degradation and natural disasters, according to the first-ever United Nations environmental study of the country, released today. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=11749&Cr=DPRK&Cr1= 


U.N.: N. Korean Environment in Poor Shape

U.N. Evaluates North Korea's Environment and Finds Polluted Water and Air, Depleted Forests
The Associated Press - Aug. 27, 2004 — NAIROBI, Kenya Urgent investment is needed in North Korea to deal with severe environmental problems that have depleted the country's forests, contaminated water supplies and polluted the air, the head of the U.N. Environment Program said Friday,..
http://abcnews.go.com/wire/World/ap20040827_1159.html 

Investment urged in polluted North Korea
Ireland Online, Ireland  28/08/2004 - 15:51:08 - Urgent investment is needed in North Korea to deal with serious environmental problems that have depleted the country’s forests, contaminated water supplies and polluted the air, the United Nations’ top environmental official has said.
The reclusive communist state “has very severe environmental challenges”, Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Programme, said as the agency released its first environmental report on the country.
http://212.2.162.45/news/story.asp?j=115759290&p=yy5759996&n=115760050 

Reliance on coal worsens environmental pollution in North Korea: UNEP
NAIROBI (AFP) - North Korea (news - web sites)'s reliance on coal for energy has exacerbated environmental pollution in the Asian country, already hard hit by industrial and domestic waste, UN Environment Program (UNEP) said in a report. 
http://news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/afp/20040827/sc_afp/nkorea_unep_environment_040827170608 

UN report on N.Korea environment says outlook tough
27 Aug 2004 07:59:28 GMT, Source: Reuters By Jack Kim 
SEOUL, Aug 27 (Reuters) - North Korea's environment faces a stark future unless urgent action is taken, the United Nations said on Friday in a first report on the communist state's environment compiled with unprecedented help from Pyongyang. 
The U.N Environment Programme (UNEP), which issued the report, hopes it will become a building block for further action in North Korea, which has launched tentative economic reforms but lacks energy and has large industries lying dormant or dead.
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/SEO263627.htm 

ARCTIC ecosystem under threat
Big News Network.com – Australia, 27 August 2004 - A new U.N. report warns that increased oil and natural gas activities are threatening the unique Barents Sea Arctic ecosystem.
Other threats include overfishing of cod and haddock, nuclear waste storage, the invasion of the red king crab, along with a projected six-fold increase in oil and gas transportation in the area.
... the shipping of oil and gas along the coasts represent significant potential threats to this vulnerable arctic ecosystem, said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive ...

http://feeds.bignewsnetwork.com/?rid=b5d9b16e87d66a49&cat=b8de8e630faf3631 

FIRMS counter trawl ban call Industry seeks regional plan
Otago Daily Times - Dunedin,New Zealand, 27 August 2004 - Wellington: Fishing companies yesterday launched a fightback against environmental agencies critical of bottom trawling on seamounts - but denied they were worried the New Zealand Government might impose a moratorium on the practice. 
"A ban on bottom trawling in New Zealand water would be devastating for the New Zealand fishing industry and would be most unlikely to win any international support from other nations," Seafood Industry Council chairman Dave Sharp said.
... In June, Klaus Toepfer, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme, said: "Arguably, the biggest threat to both cold and warm-water corals is coming ...

http://www.odt.co.nz/cgi-bin/getitem?date=27Aug2004&object=0826875089&type=html
UN says 1b still drink unsafe water
South Asia Media, Friday, August 27,2004 GENEVA: More than one billion people drink unsafe water and over 2.6 billion, around 40 percent of the world's population, have no access to basic sanitation, UN agencies said on Thursday. 
"Around the world, millions of children are being born into a silent emergency of simple needs," said UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy. "We have to act now to close this (health) gap or the death toll will certainly rise," she added. 
The World Health Organization and UNICEF, the Children's Fund, said in a report children were particularly vulnerable to sicknesses brought on by dirty water and poor hygiene.
http://www.southasianmedia.net/index_story.cfm?id=139966&category=Frontend&Country=world
**************************
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General Environment News

West-east gas pipeline nears completion
China Daily 2004-08-30

The pipeline project to transfer natural gas from the Tarim Basin in the nation's west across to eastern provinces is nearing completion. The well-known strategic project for the development of western China is set to begin filling the pipeline with gas on September 1. The pipeline, starting from Lunnan Oilfield in Tarim Basin of Northwest China's Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, spans eight provinces and autonomous regions and travels to Shanghai, the commercial hub in East China. …Because of severe shortages of power in previous months, some gas-fuelled power plants in eastern and coastal provinces have had a voracious demand for natural gas, said an unnamed engineer with the company. …According to an overall plan for the company, natural gas will be transmitted to Shanghai by January 2005.

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-08/30/content_369999.htm
U.S. Grant Will Help China Manage Flood-and-Drought Cycle

2004-08-26

The U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) announced in an August 26 press release that it has awarded a technical assistance grant of $348,185 to China's Ministry of Water Resources.

The grant will support a pilot project that will use computer simulations to demonstrate state-of-the-art flood and drought forecasting techniques in the Huaihe River Basin. This pilot project will support efforts by the government of China to implement a national command system to reduce human and economic losses caused by annual floods and droughts, particularly in the Huaihe River region. Installation of this system will enable authorities to monitor meteorological and flood zone conditions, provide advance warnings to threatened populations, and coordinate responses at the local, regional, and national levels. Hewlett-Packard Development Co. of Palo Alto, California, will be the prime contractor for the demonstration project. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

UNEP STRIKES ENVIRONMENT AGREEMENT WITH CA ECONOMIC GROUP
UzReport.com, 27.08.2004 - The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and a regional trading group based around Central and Western Asia reached a deal to promote renewable energy sources, toughen green laws and encourage eco-friendly tourism in the area. 
The agreement, signed by UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer and the Secretary-General of the Economic Cooperation Organisation (ECO), Askhat Orazbay, at a meeting in Tehran, commits the two bodies to joint activities to strengthen protections across a range of environmental issues. 
http://www.uzreport.com/E/index.cfm?sec=1&subsec=1&n_ID=13922 
Viet Nam boosts environmental conservation 
 Vietnam News, 08/27/2004 -- 00:21(GMT - Ha Noi (VNA) â€“ The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MNRE) said at a conference held in Ha Noi on Thursday that reports on the environmental conditions in Viet Nam for ten years constitute a scientific foundation for environmental conservation and sustainable development, assisting agencies and localities in making the environmental protection policies.
… Viet Nam produced reports on the environment actuality at national and local levels in 1994 after the enforcement of the Law on Environmental Protection. So far, the country has made seven reports, of which four were published internationally and regionally. Particularly, the Report on National Environment Condition in the 1998-2001 period was rated by the United Nations Environment Programme as an outstanding report in the region.  
http://www.vnagency.com.vn/NewsA.asp?LANGUAGE_ID=2&CATEGORY_ID=32&NEWS_ID=115324 

General Environment News

Rann challenges future PM to address climate change

ABC Online, Australia, 27 August, 2004 - South Australia's Premier Mike Rann has called for a meeting of Australia's governments to be held to address the issue of climate change.

Mr Rann wants a special Council of Australian Governments (COAG) meeting on the issue to be held within three months of the federal election.

He says he wants a national deal brokered on climate change and the Kyoto protocol, similar to the one recently made to help the River Murray.

"So I'm simply asking for the same kind of national cooperation to tackle the threat of greenhouse and global warming," he said. 

"I've basically laid down a challenge to Mark Latham and to John Howard to make a commitment that within three months, whoever wins, that they'll call a special COAG meeting devoted to greenhouse gas."
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200408/s1186483.htm 

Typhoon Aere affects southeast China coast
Beijing, Aug 26 (VNA) - The  typhoon Aere has hit Taiwan and China's Zhejiang and Fujian provinces, causing big losses of life and property. 
In Taiwan, the storm has triggered downpours, floods and landslides and caused heavy damage, disrupted public transport and the supply of electricity to 330,000 households and water to more than 770,000 households.


At least 6 people were killed and 23 others injured by the typhoon. The typhoon, the biggest in the last 40 years in Taiwan, has caused about 3 million USD in economic loss.
In China's Zhejiang and Fujian provinces, the typhoon also caused torrential rains and storms. Around 320.000 people have been evacuated and 250.000 others were affected.-Enditem
http://www.vnagency.com.vn/NewsA.asp?LANGUAGE_ID=2&CATEGORY_ID=32&NEWS_ID=115378 

***************************************
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General Environment News
Environment fair attracts global interest
China Daily 2004-08-26
Delegates from the global business community will attend the biannual China International Environmental Protection Fair. The event is widely viewed as an important environmental monitoring conference and will open next Thursday in the coastal city of Dalian in Northeast China's Liaoning Province. More than 200 companies from countries such as the United States, Germany, Canada, France and Japan will take part in the three-day fair, crowned as one of the Global 500 by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) three years ago. It is sponsored by the State Environmental Protection Adminis-tration and the Dalian municipal government, said Dalian Vice-Mayor Song Zengbin yesterday. "The latest technologies, products and related services of environmental protection industry all over the world will be on display," added Song. 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-08/26/content_368846.htm
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain 

Workshop sheds light on recycling

A WORKSHOP on how to recycle and reuse household items was held last night at Al Hekma International School in Sanad.

The Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife organised the event in conjunction with T and M Eventscom.

It was held under the patronage of the Southern Governor Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

The workshop was conducted by Environment Friendly Society vice-president Noora Ebrahim Buhiji, who has 22 years experience as an interior designer and has been incorporating recycled products in all her work.

She demonstrated how to make tissue boxes from recycling water bottles. She also gave advice on how to reuse household items 
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=90380&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27162
Green sea turtle seized at market
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A 70 kilogram green sea turtle destined for the soup dish has been rescued by activists. 

It was saved from the Manama Central Market by members of the Bahrain Friends of the Environment Society.

The turtle is protected under Bahrain's wildlife laws, but is still a delicacy to some.

Society member Dr Khalid Al Amir saw it being offered for sale at BD15 by a fisherman at the market.

He immediately called fellow member Mohammed Kadhim, to notify the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

"We contacted the commission, which sent one of its inspectors to the Central Market and confiscated the turtle," said Mr Kadhim.

He said that the fisherman claimed that he had no knowledge of the law prohibiting the sale of green sea turtles and had sold them on a number of occasions.

"The fisherman told the inspectors that people who bought the turtles had done so to cook various dishes," said Mr Kadhim.

The turtle, which was suffering from dehydration and temporary blindness, was taken to the National Mariculture Centre, Jaw for treatment and will be later released back to sea.

Bahrain's law protects all sea turtles in Bahrain prohibiting hunting, injuring, harassing, or holding them in captivity.

International trade in sea turtle parts or products is also illegal under the Convention for International Trade of Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora.

Green sea turtles are a species so ancient that they were around to witness the evolution and extinction of the dinosaurs, say experts
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=90227&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27160

Boost for sanitation drive

Experts urge recycling of waste for world market
An ambitious plan to boost public awareness of the need to keep neighbourhoods clean will mark the first step of an overhaul of civic consciousness in Bahrain, said the Director General for Common Municipal Services, Dr Juma Al Kaabi.
The plan marks Phase One of the municipality’s efforts to improve waste management in Bahrain. It will target households all over the Kingdom with messages and tips on domestic waste disposal in collaboration with waste management company MBM-Alam Flora. 
Set to begin on October 1, 2004, Dr Al Kaabi says it will prepare the ground for new ways and means to streamline the waste disposal in the Kingdom.
“We are keen to streamline waste disposal in Bahrain at the most basic level - that of domestic waste management,” he said. “When the municipality privatised waste management in 2002, we had considered introducing segregation of waste material in homes into glass, plastic and organic waste. However, we realised that for the scheme to be effective, we shall have to start from scratch and instill a basic awareness of how to keep the neighbourhood clean to the key stakeholders. This is what we shall be doing in this programme.”
The October programme will culminate in a nation-wide search for the best-kept neighbourhood with prizes that can be ploughed into select community projects for the benefit of the winning community. Judging for the best-kept neighbourhood will be carried out in May 2005, said Dr Al Kaabi.
Bahrain generates an estimated 1.5 million tonnes of garbage per day. While Dr Al Kaabi and other experts say the Kingdom has more than adequate landfill resources to manage this waste, the opinion is that Bahrain had barely scratched the surface of a rich world market for re-usable waste material and one long-term plan is to identify the sources of these waste material and help companies in Bahrain to market them successfully abroad.

http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
Jordan

 Royal Scientific Society study to tackle wastewater management 

The society seeks to define the technical, administrative, social and economic challenges facing the management of wastewater in small towns and villages

The Royal Scientific Society is working to determine the various obstacles hindering the sound management of wastewater in marginal communities, taking Mafraq as a representative sample. 

Under the project, funded by the Canadian International Development and Research Centre (IDRC), the society seeks to define the technical, administrative, social and economic challenges facing the management of wastewater in small towns and villages. The study is also designed to find ways to prevent any of the negative effects related to defective wastewater management. 

On Thursday, the RSS organised a workshop on “Integrated Management of Wastewater in Marginal Communities,” for staff working on the plan. 

Mafraq Governor Suleiman Nseirat and IDRC representative in Amman, Lamia Fattal, attended the event. 

In his address at the opening of the workshop, RSS President Saad Hijazi said the team working on the four-year project is expected to come up with feasible solutions” to the relevant problems, “taking into consideration the social, economic, legislative, environmental and technical factors.” 

He highlighted the need for such projects in light of the fact that Jordan is among the poorest countries in the world in terms of water resources. 

He also noted that “real participation” of the local community is a key component in the project, explaining that a local committee has been formed to follow up on the implementation of the project. 

Governor Nseirat said the five Mafraq areas targeted by the project lie on a large water aquifer, stressing the importance of environmental planning for the “virgin” area. 

According to IDRC sources, the centre has so far contributed more than $8.8 million for 35 projects in Jordan, some of which were regional in scope. 

Since 2000, the centre says, the theme of water continues to run through the three projects that are currently active. IDRC's current commitment is more than $685,000. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/fri/homenews/homenews2.htm

UAE

Three water bottling firms shut down in Ajman

Ajman Municipality closed down three water bottling companies recently for bottling untreated water - a serious health hazard to the public. 

According to Mohair Saeed Al Jarah, Head of the Health Section of Ajman Municipality, several other companies have been warned and fined for violating the health and hygiene regulations of the emirate.

Giving details of the civic body’s operative procedures to curb malpractice, the municipality official said that the inspectors visit water bottling companies every week and take samples of the water for analysis at the civic body’s central laboratory.

“There are more than 47 packing and filling stations (companies) located in various residential areas in Ajman. Most of the companies are found to be following the hygiene rules as specified by the municipality. Some of the companies were warned of closure for not erecting a glass partition around the filling station so as to keep the water away from pollutants.”

The workers of the water bottling companies were issued occupational health certificates and ordered by the inspectors of the section to wear the municipality’s uniforms, Mr Saeed Al Jarah added.

He pointed out that the municipality has set standards for bottled water based on requirements and descriptions of International Bottled Water Association (IBWA) for operating bottled water companies.

“The Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) standard is also being applied to bottled water industry,” Dr Attia said.

A top official of the municipality’s Central Laboratory said that as part of municipality’s efforts to ensure that the water packing and distributing companies in Ajman follow the health requirements and descriptions, the laboratory launched a study to learn about their operations. The study includes evaluation of performances of filling stations, standards of hygiene in the factories premises, quality of sterilisation machines and the methods and process of production. The study also covered the results of the water sample analyses by the laboratory to learn about malpractices by such companies.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/august/theuae_august647.xml
Yemen

Yemen’s water resources, Pt. II :-The Taiz Basin

Taiz is the fifth-largest basin within the division of the Public Water Resources Authority and draws water from both the Taiz and Ibb governorates. Water coming from the Taiz and Al-Qaeda plateaus is trapped underground in the basin, composed of layers of sandstone and volcanic rock. 

Most of the water comes from the Al-Qaeda plateau, which rests at the bottom of the depression, until rains come and send the underground water rushing towards the basin.

The Taiz plateau, however, is sinking in the middle to the point that its valley is too deep to allow any nourishment of water-bearing layers in several areas. This has led to a low or depleted water table. Therefore, the government has established an emergency project for treating the Taiz basin problem. For now, authorities have reached a temporary solution. 

Water is found within two main layers of the Taiz basin: one at the end of the Al-Thabab area between a layer of alluvium and volcanic rock, and then at the lower part of the valley in what is known as the Hathran area where water is found between alluvium and basalt layers.

Although deep below the ground, the water level is still affected by rainfall.

The area is hydraulically divided into two main parts, one that is 1,500 meters wide and 500 meters long, while the other has dimensions of 3,500 meters width by 250 meters length. The total water quantity in the basin is approximately 11.5 million cubic meters.

In the Bani Khawlan valley, water is found in a thin alluvium layer which has suffered in recent years from severe water shortage. The water level only rises to 25 meters in most areas, with the exception of the Malikah area – comprised of sandstone – where water rises to 60 meters. The Malikah area is believed to be 200 meters deep, but without digging and intrusive exploration, geologists can’t know for sure. The sandstone layer is deemed to be 200 m deep, but it requires digging exploratory wells to know its size and extent.

At Wadi Warazan, water flows up to 200 to 300 liters per second. Barriers can be built to make use of the flowing water for irrigation and daily consumption.

Space between layers is the main factor that determines the quantity of water, and fissured basalt there is softer, also contributing to increased water trapment. 

Several artesian wells, ranging between 200 and 300 meters deep, store water mainly in cracked basalt layers. The wells have a permanent water level of about 60 meters and produce over 8 liters per second each. The total size of the basin is estimated at 3 million cubic meters.

At Wadi Ramadah, water is trapped mostly in sandstone. The water level in this area reaches 120 meters with a capacity of 6 liters per second each. Yet, without further research, much remains unknown. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1816.html
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*
Sudan: UN witnesses arms handover by government-backed group in Darfur

*
UN triples aid appeal to help Sudanese refugees who fled from Darfur to Chad

*
UN agency moves Congolese refugees in Burundi away from border with DRC

*
Israel: UN concerned for Palestinian prisoners on hunger strike  

*
Al-Qaeda-related terrorism still poses as great a threat as ever

*
Judiciary must guard long-held principles in war on terrorism, UN says

*
Cameroon, Nigeria to discuss oil-rich peninsula at UN border commission

*
UN mission in Haiti renovates school in suburb of capital

*
UN officials begin mission to remote Colombian region affected by civil war

*
Continued rebel abduction of children in Uganda remains “cause for great distress”
*
DPR Korea: first-ever UN environmental study documents pollution, degradation
*
Angola begins UN-backed vaccination campaign against polio in children

*
UN helps Middle East data centre set pace as agricultural online trendsetter 

*
UN backs cooperation on New Silk Road from eastern China to Western Europe

*
Nepal: UNESCO chief condemns murder of journalist as attack on all society
* * * * 
Darfur

27 August – The joint mission of United Nations and Sudanese Government officials to the war-torn Darfur region was on hand today as some 200 members of the Khartoum-backed People’s Defence Force handed in their weapons under a new disarmament programme.

The team also visited camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs), inspected hospitals and therapeutic centres for children, and held talks with relief workers, UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters in New York.

Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, heads the verification mission, which is determining whether Khartoum is making progress on its promises to disarm the brutal Janjaweed militias and improve security for Darfur’s massive population of IDPs.

The mission is expected to wrap up its visit tomorrow, two days before the expiration of a Security Council deadline for Khartoum to prove it is taking steps to alleviate the crisis in Darfur.

Mr. Dujarric said Mr. Pronk is likely to brief the Council next Thursday on his findings. The Council has threatened Sudan with possible measures under Article 41 of the UN Charter, including economic penalties, if it does not show progress.

At least 1.2 million people are now IDPs and another 200,000 have fled to Chad as refugees because of the Janjaweed attacks and fighting between Government forces and two rebel groups.

Last month the Sudanese Government and the UN agreed to set up a Joint Implementation Mechanism (JIM) to monitor the situation and make sure the two sides meet their promises to alleviate the humanitarian crisis.

* * *

Chad/Sudan

27 August – The United Nations has more than trebled the size of its appeal to meet the humanitarian crisis in Chad’s eastern flank, requesting $166 million by the end of this year to help the more than 200,000 refugees from the neighbouring Sudanese region of Darfur who have sought shelter there since last year.

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has had to scale up its appeal to cope with the enormous demand on its services in eastern Chad, where the local inhabitants are also suffering as they try to help the Darfur refugees.

In March, the UN asked for $54 million to relieve the crisis. Donors’ contributions and pledges exceeded that figure at $80 million in response to what has been described as currently the world’s worst humanitarian situation.

Even with this support, needs outstrip funds. The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) requires $105 million alone, up from $20 million in March, as the number of Darfur refugees in Chad has almost doubled in four months. About 165,000 refugees are being housed in camps set up by the UN and other organizations. The agency said it is also making contingency plans for another 100,000 people.

The World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) have also requested more funds to deal with the crisis.

Eastern Chad’s remote and desert-like conditions make it harder for aid agencies to transport and distribute relief supplies, according to OCHA. Many items have to be airlifted into the area because there is not enough commercial fuel for road transport and the roads are in poor condition.

The recent arrival of swarms of locusts, part of an infestation plaguing parts of sub-Saharan Africa, could seriously threaten crops and pastures in Chad. The resources of local Chadians have become drained as they try to help their neighbours.

* * *

Burundi/DR of Congo

27 August – A group of Congolese refugees in Burundi have moved away from the insecure border area near the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) to a United Nations refugee agency camp deeper inside the Great Lakes country, a spokeswoman for the Office of the UN High Commissioner on Refugees (UNHCR) said today.

A convoy carrying 48 refugees – 47 from Rugombo and Karurama in Cibitoke Province and one from Gatumba – went to Gasorwe camp in the north-east, home to 8,000 Congolese from earlier waves of refugees, spokeswoman Jennifer Pagonis told journalists at a briefing at the UN complex in Geneva.

Some 160 Banyamulenge (ethnic Tutsi) refugees at the now-defunct Gatumba centre were killed and more than 100 injured in a bloody raid on the night of 13 August. Refugees there fled to a nearby school where good security was installed. Many of them have been reluctant to leave while their relatives are in local hospitals.

UNHCR said it was organizing a public education campaign on relocation within Burundi for those who are reluctant to leave the border area because they hope to soon move back to a safe DRC.

* * *

Middle East

27 August – More than a dozen United Nations institutions operating in the occupied Palestinian territories today voiced concern at a reported hunger strike by over 2,900 Palestinian prisoners held by Israel and reminded the country’s authorities to comply with their obligations under international humanitarian law.

The UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed-Larsen, urged Israel to make every effort to find, with the prisoners, an appropriate resolution to the hunger strike which the Palestinians launched to demand an end to inhuman conditions, including beatings and prolonged periods of solitary confinement. They are also seeking to secure family visits as well as access to adequate health care and medical treatment.

The UN agencies reminded Israel of its obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention, governing the protection of civilians in time of war, and other relevant human rights instruments providing for the protection of detainees and prisoners.

According to the Israeli Prison Service, more than 2,900 prisoners have joined the hunger strike that began on 15 August. The Palestinian Authority quotes a slightly higher figure. According to the International Committee of the Red Cross more than 8,000 prisoners are currently detained by Israel on security grounds. Of these, more than 90 are women and 360 are children, according to the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

Secretary-General Kofi Annan supported the statement and hopes that the matter will be resolved soon in a manner consistent with international humanitarian law, his spokesman said.

In New York earlier this week, the Bureau of the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People said prisoners were routinely subjected to “inhumane conditions of incarceration, including arbitrary and indiscriminate beatings, humiliating strip searches, solitary confinement for excessive periods of time, and severe restrictions on family visits.” It voiced particular distress at reports of continued use of torture and other forms of ill-treatment of the detainees.

* * *
Terrorism

27 August – Despite international efforts, the threat from al-Qaeda-related terrorism remains as great as ever but the nature of that threat has changed, according to the first report from the monitoring team dealing with United Nations sanctions against the group and Afghanistan’s former Taliban regime that sheltered it.

Al-Qaeda operations are not characterized by high cost and only the 11 September 2001, attacks against the United States required significant funding of over six figures, the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team says in its report released today.

The threat from the group is as real today as it has been at any time since October 1999, it adds.

What has changed is that al-Qaeda’s key leadership is too preoccupied with its own immediate problems of survival to offer more than general guidance since the United States invaded Afghanistan, ousted the Taliban and sought to hunt down the terrorist group.

The findings in part echo a study by an earlier monitoring group last year which reported that al-Qaeda still posed a significant threat to international peace and security, including possible use of weapons of mass destruction.

* * *

Human rights

27 August – In the war against terrorism, the judiciary should not yield its long-accepted principles of safeguarding human rights to an executive using secrets to achieve unknown ends, the United Nations human rights chief said today.

Addressing the International Commission of Jurists in Berlin, Germany, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour said, “Put bluntly, the judiciary should not surrender its sober, long-term, principled analysis of issues to a call by the executive for extraordinary measures grounded in information that cannot be shared, to achieve results that cannot be measured.”

The law that is capable of delivering justice and providing remedies for grievances is what must guide societies, not the laws like those of formerly apartheid South Africa “that regulated oppression and led to a horrific denial of dignity,” she said.

In the long term, a commitment to human rights and the rule of law will be a key to success in countering terrorism, rather than an impediment, she said.

Although defining terrorism remains a problem, the December 2003 judgment of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia in Prosecutor vs. Galiæ was a landmark. It added to the terrorist acts based on traditional war crimes against the civilian population some new offences drawn from the Financing of Terror Convention, Ms Arbour said.

These included terror-inducing “acts of violence directed against the civilian population or individual civilians not taking direct part in hostilities causing death or serious injury to body or health within the civilian population,” she said.

Reviewing several relevant cases decided by courts around the world since the 11 September 2001 attack on the United States, Ms. Arbour said, “Terrorism casts a terrible, dark shadow over our world today.”

Nonetheless, “it is incumbent on all of us to ensure that the prevention of terrorism is not pursued with a single-minded zeal that leads us to give up our freedom in exchange for our security,” she said.

* * *

Cameroon/Nigeria

27 August – The resource-rich Bakassi Peninsula, part of the disputed border between Cameroon and Nigeria, will be the focus of discussions between the two countries at a special meeting on Sunday of the United Nations commission set up to resolve their dispute peacefully.

Delegations from the two countries are expected to use Sunday’s high-level meeting in Yaounde, the Cameroonian capital, to hammer out any remaining differences ahead of the 15 September deadline to withdraw troops and transfer authority between the two countries in the Bakassi Peninsula, according to a statement released today by the UN Office for West Africa (UNOWA).

The Bakassi Peninsula, which is in the Gulf of Guinea, is rich in oil and other resources and forms part of the disputed land and maritime boundary between Cameroon and Nigeria.

In November 2002 Secretary-General Kofi Annan set up the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission, at the request of the two nations’ presidents, to peacefully implement a decision of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on the border quarrel.

In December 2003 troops were withdrawn and authority was transferred in the Lake Chad area at the northeastern end of the border, the first step in the process.

Sunday’s meeting will be chaired by Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for West Africa and Chair of the Mixed Commission. In today’s statement Mr. Ould-Abdallah said Sunday’s meeting shows Cameroon and Nigeria are willing “to maintain the spirit of cooperation and friendship that has characterized the work of the Mixed Commission.”

* * *

Haiti

27 August – The United Nations peacekeeping mission in Haiti today inaugurated a renovated school in the Pétionville suburb of the Caribbean island’s capital, Port-au-Prince, as the first in a series of quick impact projects that will include repairing a public centre in another suburb, Cité Soleil, and a medical centre in the capital.

The Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) and mission chief, Ambassador Juan Gabriel Valdés, commended the Brazilian contingent of the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) for its work on the Pétionville municipal school for 1,200 students and 30 teachers.

After undergoing the $14,000 renovation, the school’s name was changed to Duque de Caxias, an army leader during Brazil’s 19th century Second Empire. Alexandre Pétion was a leader and hero of Haiti’s independence war nearly 200 years ago.

The SRSG said MINUSTAH’s objectives included “the improvement of the living conditions of the population through security measures, humanitarian actions and economic development.”

* * *

Colombia

27 August – Colombian authorities and United Nations humanitarian officials have begun a joint mission to the country’s remote and impoverished Middle San Juan River region to assess how best to help more than 1,200 Afro-Colombians there displaced by recent fighting in the long-running civil war.

Officials from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) will conduct a census of the region’s internally displaced population and then evaluate their needs, UNHCR spokeswoman Jennifer Pagonis told reporters today.

At least 1,200 people have fled their homes in the Middle San Juan River region of Chocó province, a tropical rainforest area about 280 kilometres northwest of the capital Bogotá, because of fighting this month between left-wing guerrilla groups and right-wing paramilitaries.

Ms. Pagonis said local authorities believe that up to 6,000 other people are also suffering because of an economic blockade imposed by irregular armed groups since early July.

The region is extremely isolated, with the San Juan River and its tributaries the only means of transport. The blockade means communities down-river do not have access to such basic products as fuel, sugar and salt, while doctors, teachers and schoolchildren have been unable to resume their regular activities.

So far this week the joint mission have visited 15 Afro-Colombian and indigenous river communities as well as the region’s main town, Itsmina. While people who have fled to Itsmina have received some aid already, the more remote communities have not. Locals interviewed also say many others are hiding in the rainforest or have fled to the mountains.

UNHCR is urging all sides in Colombia’s decades-long civil war to respect civilians and not restrict their freedom of movement or access to essential goods and services.

* * * 

Uganda

27 August – Despite the repatriation today of 47 abducted Ugandan children from Sudan, the continued kidnapping of youngsters by the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) as soldiers and sex slaves remains a “cause for great distress,” the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said. 

Up to 12,000 children in the conflict-affected districts of northern Uganda are estimated to have been abducted by the LRA since June 2002 alone, and in April the plight of these child soldiers topped the list of “Ten Stories the World Should Know More About” compiled by the UN Department of Public Information (DPI).

UNICEF today called on Ugandan civilian and military authorities to protect the rights of the 47 formerly abducted children, possibly by granting them direct passage to non-governmental organization reception centres where they can receive urgent medical care and begin the process of reunification with families.

Last month UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy took the international community to task for forgetting the plight of the abducted children.

“The world may be awakening to the emergency in Sudan but it has all but forgotten the tragedy of neighbouring Uganda,” she wrote in an article published in The International Herald-Tribune.

Although more than 1.2 million people have been displaced in fighting and Arab militia attacks in western Sudan, “unlike any other, it (the LRA conflict) is a war on children,” she declared.

* * *

DPRK

27 August – Forests in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) have declined, rivers and urban air have become more polluted and major crop yields have fallen dramatically due to land degradation and natural disasters, according to the first-ever United Nations environmental study of the country, released today.

The report provides recommendations for tackling these problems, which are exacerbating the already grim situation facing the DPRK, where estimates show four out of every ten children suffer chronic malnutrition. Experts say the food crisis will persist because of the limited national potential to increase production.

The new study by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) calls for stronger environmental laws, better environmental management, targeted financial investment, and improved statistics to support policy making.

These measures are needed to respond to the reports findings:

· Over the past decade forests have declined due to timber production, a doubling of firewood consumption, wild fires and insect attacks associated with drought.

· In recent years, pollution of rivers and streams has become severe, particularly the Taedong flowing through central Pyongyang, with a dozen factories and plants discharging 30,000 cubic metres of wastewater into the river every day.

· Reliance on coal for power generation has created serious urban air pollution problems.

· Major crop yields fell by almost two thirds during the 1990s due to land degradation caused by loss of forest, droughts, floods and tidal waves, acidification due to over use of chemicals, as well as shortages of fertilizer, farm machinery and oil.

UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer called on the international community to support the Pyongyang Government’s efforts to safeguard natural resources. “We must respond so it can meet development goals in a sustainable manner,” he said.

Mr. Toepfer and the head of the DPRK delegation, Ri Hung Sik, yesterday signed a framework agreement to guide joint activities that will further strengthen capacity for environmental protection.

* * * 

Angola

27 August – Angola’s health authorities today began immunizing 5 million children under the age of five against polio, part of a campaign by United Nations agencies to make sure the country is not caught up in the current wave of re-infections across Africa.

Backed by officials from the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO), as well as several non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 12,000 vaccination teams will fan out across the country, the UN agencies said in a statement issued today.

UNICEF Angola Representative Mario Ferrari said the southwest African country is winning the fight against polio, with the last confirmed case in 2001 and the following year’s peace accords, which ended a 27-year civil war, allowing health officials to operate across the country. Immunization rates have jumped while rates of severe malnourishment among children have dropped sharply since the war ended.

But he said the current outbreak across Africa means Angola must be vigilant. Twelve previously polio-free countries have had fresh infections since immunizations were suspended in northern Nigeria last year because of local concerns, later disproved, about the health of the vaccine. One of the re-infected countries is Botswana, which lies only 60 kilometres from Angola’s southern border.

The wave of vaccinations is part of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, which hopes to relegate the disease to the history books by 2005. The poliovirus is now endemic in only six countries – Nigeria, India, Pakistan, Niger, Afghanistan and Egypt – down from over 125 when the Initiative was launched in 1988. 

* * *

United Arab Emirates

27 August – In a part of the world where mounting epidemics and animal health risks, chronic lack of food and scarce water pose serious challenges in the war on hunger and poverty, the United Nations is helping the United Arab Emirates (UAE) enhance its role as a regional and inter-regional online resource for agricultural information.

The UAE Agricultural Information Centre (UAE-AGRICENT), established in 2001 as a national centre by the government with help from the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), is embarking on a new strategic phase to tap information resources in the region for ready access by local, regional and, eventually, worldwide users.

This “goes far beyond assistance or capacity-building per se, as it actually involves working closely, hand in hand, to serve common goals,” FAO project coordinator Francisco Perez-Trejo said of the five-year plan.

“Actually, FAO is delegating authority. It has used its expertise to set up systems in areas of need in the region, and these systems have extended spontaneously through local use, and in line with specific needs, to be applied in ways we would have never dreamed of,” he added.

The centre currently provides up-to-date data in Arabic and English on a wide variety of farming, fisheries, forestry, and food security topics, including animal genetics, health hazards, safe breeding practices, plant science and production and natural resource management. It also plays an increasingly important role in issuing early warning reports on emergencies such as water shortages and plant and animal disease outbreaks. 

FAO can use the lessons learned from its collaboration here to improve data management in other regions, Mr. Perez-Trejo said. “Think of the enormous momentum that could be generated by enlisting the capabilities of Australia or Japan for example, in collaboration with FAO, to set up agricultural information centres in Small Island Developing States and making a priority of connecting small developing economies to the global information society,” he added.

“The process has a long way to go towards creating regional institutions to address specific problems with tailor-made solutions and hands-on experience in the all-embracing framework of e-agriculture,” he conceded. “But we are off to a good start.”

* * *

New Silk Road

27 August – The United Nations is-cosponsoring an international symposium on regional economic cooperation along the New Silk Road, a vast corridor for commerce and tourism stretching from Lianyungang in easternmost China to Rotterdam in the western Netherlands, mirroring the fabled camel and caravan trade route of old.

The meeting, which opened yesterday in Urumqi, capital of China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, brings together government officials from Central Asian countries such as Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan and Turkmenistan, experts and private sector representatives from 16 countries, and mayors from cities along the New Silk Road.

“Perhaps the most important thing is the political will of those taking part,” said Khalid Malik, Resident Coordinator of the UN Development Program (UNDP), which is co-sponsoring the symposium with the Chinese Government. “It is a prominent sign of their commitment to New Silk Road development.”

Representatives from development agencies and international financial institutions such as the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank and the UN World Tourism Organization (WTO) are also taking part.

UNDP has been supporting government efforts in promoting trade and economic cooperation along the New Silk Road since the early 1990s. It has helped Central Asian countries and China establish national coordination mechanisms in various sectors such as highways, railway transportation, customs and an improved legal environment for investment.

* * * 

Nepal

27 August – The head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today condemned the murder of a Nepalese journalist by Maoist rebels as an affront to democracy and an attack on the whole of society.

Maoist rebels abducted Dakendra Raj Thapa, a reporter for state-owned Radio Nepal, on 26 June and killed him earlier this month, accusing him of spying. Mr Thapa was also an advisor to the Dailekh district committee of the Human Rights and Peace Society’s (HURPES), a Kathmandu-based human rights organization. 

“I am gravely concerned by the conditions faced by journalists in Nepal and call on all the parties concerned to respect the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which enshrines press freedom and freedom of expression as a fundamental human right,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said.

“There can be no justification for the use of violence to muzzle journalists and prevent them from carrying out their professional duty,” he added. “A free press is essential for democracy which is why attacking journalists is tantamount to attacking all members of a society.”

The Committee to Protect Journalists, a United States-based non-governmental organization (NGO) dedicated to promoting press freedom, has counted 14 other reports of beating, harassment, imprisonment and abduction of journalists in Nepal this year alone.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Sudan
We just got off the phone with the Spokesman travelling with the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk.  According to the Spokesman, they have just completed the second day of a three-day mission to west Darfur to review the status of commitments undertaken by the Sudanese Government in the Darfur Plan of Action. 
Pronk and his verification team, comprising United Nations and Sudanese Government officials, as well as other representatives, visited camps housing internally displaced persons and hospitals, including therapeutic centres for children, and they also met with relief workers.  Pronk’s team also witnessed the handover of weapons by some 200 members of the People’s Defense Force affiliated with the Sudanese Government as part of the disarmament programme.  The team is expected to complete its mission tomorrow and Jan Pronk is expected to brief the Security Council on his findings next Thursday, 2 September.
**OCHA Chad Appeal
Also Sudan-related, the United Nations is now asking the international community for $166 million to address humanitarian needs in Chad until the end of the year.  It had initially appealed for $54 million in March and, so far, current contributions and pledges amount to $80 million, or almost half of the revised requirements.
The needs of UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, have increased the most, with requested funds having shot up from $20 to $105 million -- that’s because the number of refugees fleeing Darfur into Chad has steadily increased from 110,000 in March, to 200,000 at the end of July. 
Separately, a team from the World Health Organization will visit Chad to investigate hepatitis E cases in camps for Sudanese refugees.  The team had been supposed to leave tomorrow, but its departure has been postponed until Monday.  And we have more information on that upstairs.
**Burundi
Staying in Africa, in Burundi, the United Nations refugee agency has now moved a group of 48 Congolese refugees in Burundi away from the insecure border area between the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Burundi to Gasorwe camp in the north-east of the country, where some 8,000 Congolese refugees from an earlier influx are already sheltered.
The Gatumba transit camp, where the massacre took place on 13 August, is now closed and refugees from there are now sheltered in a school with increased security.  UNHCR and its partners continue to organize shelter, food, water, health, sanitation and other services for some 20,000 refugees now in the border area.  UNHCR is also starting an information programme on the relocation for the refugees, many of whom remain reluctant to relocate because they want to return to the DRC as soon as they feel the situation is safe.  And more information is available in a note from the United Nations refugee agency available upstairs.
**Middle East
Turning to the Middle East, in a statement issued today, thirteen United Nations institutions operating in the occupied Palestinian territory expressed concern about the hunger strike that reportedly more than 2,900 Palestinian prisoners and detainees have joined.
The UN’s Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed-Larsen, calls on the Israeli authorities to comply with its international obligations and to make every effort to find, with the prisoners, an appropriate resolution to the hunger strike.  The United Nations agencies and offices remind Israel of its obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention and relevant international human rights instruments, which provide for the protection of detainees and prisoners.
The Secretary-General supports the statement and hopes that the matter will be resolved soon in a manner consistent with international humanitarian law.  
**Iraq
Yesterday afternoon, you will recall, we put out a statement on Iraq, saying that the Secretary-General welcomed the efforts by Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani to find a peaceful solution to the situation in Najaf, and was encouraged by reports that an agreement to halt the armed hostilities in Najaf had been reached.  The Secretary-General also voiced his great dismay at the violent incidents yesterday in Kufa and other locations in Iraq and expressed concern over the humanitarian situation created as a result of the recent hostilities.
The Secretary-General reiterates that the United Nations stands ready to assist Iraqis in the transitional political process and calls upon them to resolve their differences through peaceful means.  We have the full text of that statement upstairs, and that’s available to you.  We put it out yesterday afternoon.

*Al-Qaida
The threat from al-Qaida-related terrorism remains as great as ever, but the nature of that threat has changed, according to the first report from the monitoring team dealing with the Security Council’s sanctions on al-Qaida and the Taliban.
The Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team contends that, despite international efforts, the threat from al-Qaida terrorism remains as real today as it has been at any time since October 1999.  What has changed is that al-Qaida’s key leadership is too preoccupied with its own immediate problems of survival to offer more than general guidance.  The team says that al-Qaida operations are not characterized by high costs.  Only the September 11 attacks required significant funding of over six figures, according to the report.
Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, who chairs the Council’s 1267 Sanctions Committee that deals with al-Qaida and the Taliban, will brief you on Monday in this room at 11:15 in the morning.
**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.  
Available on the racks is a letter from the Secretary-General to the President of the Council, announcing his appointment of four experts, who are to report to the Council on the implementation of the arms embargo in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  That group was given a mandate lasting until next January, in accordance with Council Resolution 1552.
**Haiti
Turning to Haiti, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Juan Gabriel Valdés, and Force Commander, Lieutenant-General Ribeiro Pereira, launched the UN Mission’s first quick-impact project yesterday, namely the reconstruction of an elementary school in Petion-Ville.  The $14,000-project is one of four reconstruction projects being undertaken by a peacekeeping brigade from Brazil.  And we have more information in the press release upstairs.
**UNHCR/Colombia IDPs
The United Nations Refugee Agency says that a humanitarian mission visiting Colombia's Middle San Juan River region has found more than 600 previously unreported internally displaced people.  This was the first humanitarian mission to the area in north-western Colombia's Chocó province since the fighting began between left-wing and right-wing forces earlier this month. 
The UNHCR says the displaced people hadn’t been registered or received assistance because of an economic blockade imposed by an irregular armed group trying to keep essential goods out of their enemies' reach.  Aid agencies are now organizing relief assistance for the group and sending a health team to the area today.
**UNICEF/Uganda Abducted Children
The United Nations Children’s Fund is urging Ugandan civilian and military authorities responsible for receiving 47 formerly abducted children to ensure their rights remain protected.  The children were repatriated today from Sudan after their abduction by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA).  UNICEF says that while the latest repatriation was encouraging, the continued targeting of children by the LRA for forced recruitment as combatants and sex slaves remains a “cause for great distress”. 
Up to 12,000 children in the conflict-affected districts of northern Uganda are estimated to have been abducted by the LRA since June 2002.  
**DPRK
Turning to North Korea, the environmental situation in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is exacerbating that country’s existing problems.  That’s one of the findings of the United Nations Environment Programme’s first-ever assessment of North Korea’s environment.  The study found that forests have declined, rivers and city air have become more polluted, and major crop yields have fallen dramatically due to land degradation and natural disasters.  The report provides recommendations for tackling these problems, and we have copies of UNEP’s press release available upstairs.
**Evacuation Drill
And lastly, we had an evacuation of the building -- a drill -- at 10 o’clock this morning, during which more than 3,500 people present inside the Secretariat building were briefly evacuated.  The entire evacuation was completed within 29 minutes.  After that, all staff returned to the building.
And today being Friday, we have the Week Ahead available for you upstairs.
Any questions?
**Questions and Answers
Question:  Do you remember when a full evacuation of the building was done last? 

Associate Spokesman:  I’ll check… It was within the last 12 months, but I will get you a figure very quickly. 

[The Spokesman later announced that the last full evacuation drill took place in February 2003.]

Question:  Did it have anything to do with the Republican Convention?

Associate Spokesman:  No, not at all.  This drill had been scheduled to take place, I think, two months ago, and there was too much going on inside the building at the time, so it was postponed to a later date.

But we’ve had a number of these since 9/11.

Anyone else?  Thank you very much.  Have a wonderful weekend.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Crisis" ��BBC - North Korea's environment crisis� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��AP – (IHT) UN sees dire pollution in North Korea


ABC News (AP) UN:  N. Korean Environment in Poor Shape�*


� HYPERLINK  \l "Problems" ��Korea Times - NK Faces Severe Environmental Problems: UN�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Outlook" ��Reuters - UN report on N.Korea environment says outlook tough�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UN" ��The Guardian (London)   - UN tells North Korea to protect its environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Investment" ��Ireland on Line - Investment urged in polluted North Korea�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ecoinvestment" ��Detroit Free Press – Eco Investment sought�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Report" ��Chosun Llbo,  - South Korea - UN Publishes Environmental Report on North Korea�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��Viet Nam News Agency - UNEP reports environment in DPR Korea� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "NKEnvironment" ��Los Angeles Times - U.N. Report Evaluates N. Korea Environment**�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environmentalproblems" ��Orlando Sentinel - N. Korea faces serious environmental problems�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Barents" ��Lloyd’s List - UN fears over Barents Sea oil transport�








* Available in Media Unit


**Also printed in The Philadelphia Enquirer, The Seattle Times, The Sun Sentinel
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