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ECO Secretary General Reports on Recent Activities 

TEHRAN TIMES ECONONIC DESK 
TEHRAN -- Seyed Mojtaba Arastou, ECO secretary general in a meeting, briefed the participants on the conclusions and achievements of the recent ECO activities. 

Arastou expressed that upon the invitation of the executive secretary of UNESCAP, has attended 5th Asian and Pacific Population Conference, in Bangkok, Thailand, held 11-17 December 2002. 

UNESCAP and UNFPA organized the meeting, in which more than 30 ministers, as well as the representatives of 6 intergovernmental and 33 nongovernmental organizations attended. 

ECO secretariat presented a report on the population and development issues in the ECO region, in which while referring to the efforts done in order to eradicate poverty and establish sustainable economic development in the region. 

It was mentioned that the region encompasses more than 376 million people with the average annual growth rate of 2.1 percent, so it is an important region of the world. 

This population growth rate is expected to fall to 1.6 percent at the beginning of the new century. 

The region enjoys a very young population structure and that 36.4 percent of this population is under 14 years of age. The average fertility per woman is 4, comparatively higher than that of the ESCAP region. 

The report further expresses that average life expectancy in the region is 63 for men and 66 for women. 

There is no doubt that development in the fields of trade, transportation and communication would contribute to the poverty eradication in the region. 

In this regard cooperation with UNFPA and UNESCAP have been so helpful and ECO could gain achievements in the fields of transportation and communication, trade health, population control and eradication of poverty. 

Arastou in his statement, addressing the meeting, mentioned that as it is stated in the Bali declaration, sustainable development requires population control and proper exploitation of the human and environment resources, through which a balanced living style would be gained in the region. Referring to the special features and capacities of the ECO region, he added, "Unfortunately, poverty and hunger are the major problems of the region and although some positive indicators regarding eradication of such matters are witnessed, but still there is a long way to be paved to reach to the ultimate goal." 

ECO secretary general also stated that ECO is closely cooperating with UNFPA since 1994 and in that year an MOU was signed in the framework of which, five areas of cooperation were set. 

The most important events in this regard were; Conference on Women Status and Health (1995), and Family Planning and Health Services (1996). 

In the following context, based on a jointly agreed project, a meeting will be held in Bishkek, Kazakhstan on family health, by the end of January 2003. 

Arastou also referred to the achievements of the 1st ECO Ministerial Meeting on the Environment and the importance of such cooperation for the region. 

He also referred to the environment plan of action approved in the said meeting and the MOU to be signed between ECO and UNEP. 

Referring to the decisions of the 7th ECO Summit Meeting in Istanbul, he said that cooperation with the international is a major focus of the organization and in this line he attended the 10th Ministerial Meeting of Organization of Security and Cooperation in Europe (Dec. 6-7, 2002) in Porto, Portugal and gave a written report on the fighting illicit drug trafficking in the ECO region, to the meeting. 

In this meeting some ECO member states, namely Turkey, Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan , Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan also took part. 

Arastou also met with the executive secretary of UNECE and in the meeting UNECE official asked for expediting the process of signing the agreed MOU with ECO. The secretary general on the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization in a meeting with ECO secretary general expressed their interest to have the observer status at ECO major gatherings. 

He added that ECO is internationally recognized and should take advantage of the opportunities to get technical and financial support from other international/regional organizations and create a brighter future for the whole region.

_________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

December 25, 2002 Wednesday 

Environment to be another victim of Iraq war 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON, Dec 25 

      Conflict in Iraq would be a new stain on the country's Gulf coast, which is already spotted with oil wells and still recovering from the 1991 Gulf War, according to environmentalists. 

      "Today Saddam could deliberately create another catastrophe if attacked," said Jonathan Lash, president of the World Resources Institute, an environmental group. 

      "In fact, what many recall as a short-lived conflict resulting in the liberation of Kuwait was an environmental disaster, one from which the region and its people have yet to recover," he added. US intelligence officials said last week they feared that Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein, faced with defeat, would unleash a "scorched-earth policy," as he did during the Gulf War. 

      In 1991, Iraqi troops fleeing Kuwait set fire to 732 oil fields. Between four and six million barrels of oil a day -- or 10 percent of the world's daily oil consumption -- went up in smoke, sending 500 million tonnes of carbon into the atmosphere. 

      According to the institute, deposits of oil, soot, sulfur and other black acids were found in samples taken from farms up to 2,000 kilometers (1,250 miles) away in Iran. 

      The Iraqis also dumped between six million and eight million barrels of oil into the Indian Ocean, according to US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration estimates. 

      The oil slick killed 25,000 birds coating the shoreline with a thick black goo that destroyed the fragile marine  ecosystem, which already was one of the world's most polluted. 

      The oil that did not burn formed giant black puddles destroying farmland for generations. In southern Kuwait,  a muddy lake 800 meters (2,625 feet) long and up to five meters (16.4 feet) deep in some places contained  nine times the contents of the Exxon Valdez. 

      One of the oldest and richest ecosystems in the world is found in Iraq's Chatt-el-Arab region where theTigris and Euphrates rivers meet to form the "Fertile Crescent." It is on these ancient farmlands that some

      archaeologists believe civilization was born. 

      Destroyed during the eight-year war with Iran, followed by the Gulf War and the Shiite rebellion, these  Mesopotamian marshlands have been practically dried out by Baghdad's water policies over the last decade. 

      The Iraqis have built more than 30 dams along the Tigris and Euphrates, redirecting 90 percent of marsh waters primarily to facilitate military access to the Iranian border zone just east of the Bassorah-Baghdad highway. 

      Once a region spotted with reeds and lakeside villages, the "land between the two rivers" is now an expanse  of semi-desert. 

      It is a catastrophe deemed by the United Nations Environment Programme as "one of the worst engineered disasters of humanity," comparable to the drying out of the Aral Sea or the deforestation of the

      Amazon. 

      More than 40 species of aquatic birds, crustaceans and mammals unique to the region are considered  extinct. 

      To avoid a repeat of the 1991 oil disasters, the US military needs to make control of the oil fields a priority,

      Lash underlined. 

      "If the United States and its allies ultimately decide to go to war in the Persian Gulf, those in command can do a great deal to prepare for the most likely environmental consequences and should be armed with a plan  to minimize the damage once the conflict begins." 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

Kuwait Times 

December 26, 2002 

SADDAM MAY UNLEASH 'SCORCHED-EARTH POLICY' 

      WASHINGTON: Conflict in Iraq would be a new stain on the country's Gulf coast, which is already spotted with oil wells and still recovering from the 1991 Gulf War, according to environmentalists. "Today Saddam could deliberately create another catastrophe if attacked," said Jonathan Lash, president of the World Resources Institute, an environmental group. "In fact, what many recall as a short-lived conflict resulting in the liberation of Kuwait was an environmental disaster, one from which the region and its people have yet to

      recover," he added. 

      US intelligence officials said last week they feared that Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein, faced with defeat,  would unleash a "scorched-earth policy," as he did during the Gulf War. In 1991, Iraqi troops fleeing Kuwait set fire to 732 oil fields. Between four and six million barrels of oil a day-or 10 percent of the world's daily oil consumption-went up in smoke, sending 500 million tonnes of carbon into the atmosphere. 

      According to the institute, deposits of oil, soot, sulfur and other black acids were found in samples taken from farms up to 2,000 km away in Iran. 

      The Iraqis also dumped between six million and eight million barrels of oil into the Indian Ocean, according to US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration estimates. 

      The oil slick killed 25,000 birds coating the shoreline with a thick black goo that destroyed the fragile marine ecosystem, which already was one of the world's most polluted. 

      The oil that did not burn formed giant black puddles destroying farmland for generations. In southern Kuwait, a muddy lake 800 meters long and up to five meters deep in some places contained nine times the contents of the Exxon Valdez. 

      One of the oldest and richest ecosystems in the world is found in Iraq's Chatt-el-Arab region where the Tigris and Euphrates rivers meet to form the "Fertile Crescent." It is on these ancient farmlands that some

      archaeologists believe civilization was born. 

      Destroyed during the eight-year war with Iran, followed by the Gulf War and the Shiite rebellion, these  Mesopotamian marshlands have been practically dried out by Baghdad's water policies over the last decade. 

      The Iraqis have built more than 30 dams along the Tigris and Euphrates, redirecting 90 percent of marsh waters primarily to facilitate military access to the Iranian border zone just east of the Bassorah-Baghdad highway. 

      Once a region spotted with reeds and lakeside villages, the "land between the two rivers" is now an expanse  of semi-desert. It is a catastrophe deemed by the United Nations Environment Programme as "one of the worst engineered disasters of humanity," comparable to the drying out of the Aral Sea or the deforestation of the Amazon. 

      More than 40 species of aquatic birds, crustaceans and mammals unique to the region are considered extinct. 

      To avoid a repeat of the 1991 oil disasters, the US military needs to make control of the oil fields a priority,  Lash underlined. 

      "If the United States and its allies ultimately decide to go to war in the Persian Gulf, those in command can  do a great deal to prepare for the most likely environmental consequences and should be armed with a plan  to minimize the damage once the conflict begins." - AFP 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

The Japan Times 

December 26, 2002, Thursday 

Thirty years of environmental progress, but ... 

By STEPHEN HESSE 

      Yet another year is tugging impatiently at the sleeve of closure and within days will be history. 

      In environmentalist terms, 2002 may be best remembered for summer's U.N. Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg, South Africa - though to many observers that Second Earth Summit  seemed more circus than circumspection. Clearly a two-week global gathering couldn't possibly yield comprehensive accounting of the environmental problems humanity faces. 

      What, then, really is the status of our forests and freshwater supplies; our marine ecosystems and urban areas? What have we achieved environmentally in recent years; and what are the biggest challenges

      remaining? For those serious about getting up to speed on where we stand, perhaps the most

      comprehensive and reasonable overview of the state of our planet is "Global Environment Outlook 3," produced under the auspices of the U.N. Environment Programme based in Nairobi, Kenya. This is the third in  a series of UNEP state-of-the-environment reports drafted with the cooperation of more than 35 collaborating institutions worldwide. GEO-1 came out in 1997 and GEO-2 in 1999. 

      "GEO-3 provides an overview of the main environmental developments over the past three decades, and how

      social, economic and other factors have contributed to the changes that have occurred," states the report. 

      But why a 30-year perspective, rather than, say, 50 or 20 years? As GEO-3 notes, "The year 1972 stands as a watershed in modern environmentalism. The first international conference on the environment - the  U.N. Conference on the Human Environment - was held in Stockholm that year, bringing together 113  nations and other stakeholders to discuss issues of common concern." 

      Personally, as a parent and teacher today, who remembers cleaning a river bank with other junior high school students on the first Earth Day in 1970, this 30-year overview certainly helps to put the environmental change and policy responses in my lifetime into perspective, adding to GEO-3's value as a learning and teaching tool. From land use to the atmosphere, the report offers a balanced overview of what we have done, where it has led us - and where we are headed. 

      GEO-3 starts with a succinct look at our environmental ledger, beginning with some good news. "In the 30 years since [1972], the world has made great strides in placing the environment on the agenda at various  levels - from international to local. ... Decisions made since Stockholm now influence governance, business  and economic activity at different levels, define international environmental law and its application in different countries, determine international and bilateral relations among different countries and regions, and influence individual and society lifestyle choices." 

      Shortfalls, however, remain. "Some things have not progressed. For example, the environment is still at the periphery of socio-economic development. Poverty and excessive consumption continue to put enormous  pressure on the environment. The unfortunate result is that sustainable development remains largely theoretical for the majority of the world's population of more than 6,000 million people. 

      "The level of awareness and action has not been commensurate with the state of the global environment  today; it continues to deteriorate," says the report. 

      For teachers and students in particular, GEO-3 offers an excellent learning tool that can be used directly on  the Internet or downloaded and printed out. Comprehensive and accessible, it presents theme-based analyses of socio-economic trends; land use; forests; biodiversity; freshwater, coastal and marine areas; atmosphere; and urban areas - with each theme viewed from global and regional perspectives. Using the Stockholm conference as a baseline, GEO-3 examines how issues of resource use and abuse have evolved,  and how the international community has addressed these issues with varying degrees of success and  failure. 

      However, beyond simply documenting environmental problems, the report is useful for its consideration of how socio-economic trends are inextricably entwined with the environmental problems we face today. To help readers grasp these abstract global issues, GEO-3 categorizes the world into four major "divides" that  impact efforts to solve environmental problems. The four are: 

      "The environmental divide - characterized by a stable or improved environment in some regions, for example Europe and North America, and a degraded environment in other regions, mostly the developing countries; 

      "The policy divide - characterized by two distinct dimensions involving policy development and  implementation, with some regions having strength in both and others still struggling in both areas; 

      "The vulnerability gap - which is widening within society, between countries and across regions with the disadvantaged more at risk due to environmental change and disasters; 

      "And the lifestyle divide - partly a result of growing poverty and of affluence. One side of this divide is characterized by excesses of consumption by the minority one-fifth of the world population, which is  responsible for close to 90 per cent of total personal consumption; the other side by extreme poverty, with 1.2 billion living on less than Dollars 1 per day." 

      While not all readers may agree with these classifications and the report's characterizations of each, the  divisions remain useful constructs for considering the complex and interdependent nature of environmental problems at a variety of levels, from local to international. 

      Another feature of GEO-3 that may appeal to teachers is that it offers four potential scenarios "to explore what the future could be," depending on what policy approaches are taken in coming decades. The four are:

      Markets first - if "values and expectations prevailing in today's industrialized countries" are maintained 

      Policy first - in which "decisive initiatives are taken by governments in an attempt to reach specific social and environmental goals" 

      Security first - which "assumes a world of striking disparities where inequality and conflict prevail" 

      Sustainability first - in which "a new environmental and development paradigm emerges" 

      For readers convinced that humankind is on its last legs, GEO-3 will appear too calm in its analysis. For those who subscribe to "don't worry, be happy" skepticism, it may seem alarmist. However, balanced

      reporting, in both tone and structure, is a key goal of GEO-3. For example, the last chapter, titled Conclusions, offers 12 environmental achievements of the past three decades, judiciously followed by 12

      environmental challenges we still face, making this section a useful teaching tool on its own. 

      With so many sources now offering misleading bits and pieces, GEO-3 is an excellent place to begin making sense of the whole global story for the sake of your children, your students - and yourself. 

      For more information on the GEO project, and to see the complete text, visit: www.unep.org/geo/geo-3 

      Stephen Hesse welcomes feedback at stevehesse@hotmail.com  ____________________________________________________________

Tuesday, 24 December, 2002, 10:22 GMT 

A mobile is not just for Christmas

Do not throw away your old phone - recycle it instead

               By Julian Trick 

The big mobile phone manufacturers agreed this week at a United Nations conference to make their handsets easier to recycle. 

They had little choice. Pressure is mounting on industry in key markets, such as the European Union, to take a bigger responsibility for electronic waste - or e-waste as it is being called. 

Legislation will force manufacturers to account for the metals and plastic they mould into the latest communication tool. 

But consumers will also have to play their part in the deal as well. Indeed,  the critical issue in this recycling drive could be in educating people onhow to recycle their mobile phones properly, instead of just keepi

               hold of them or putting them in the bin. 

               Developing countries 

In the UK, about 15 million mobile phones are bought  each year. 

Over 75% of the UK population owns one or more mobiles, which they replace on average every 18 months - but only 10% of owners consider recycling their phones. 

Manufacturers have set up a scheme called Fonebak,  which allows customers to return unwanted phones for  re-use or recycling; many are sent to developing countries that have poor land based  communication  systems. 

Freepost envelopes are available in over 1,200 retail outlets and you can even return packaging and accessories. 

               Hazardous waste 

The main problems are with the batteries used to power the phones, especially older ones that used cadmium,  which is toxic to humans and wildlife and can easily  enter the environment once the casing has corroded. 

The cadmium from one mobile phone battery is enough to pollute 600,000 litres of water. 

New technology uses lithium ions or nickel metal  hydrides which can be recovered and recycled. 

However all rechargeable batteries contain toxic  materials and should be recycled at end-of-life rather than sent to incinerators and landfills. 

It is not just the batteries that cause problems, the printed wiring boards at the heart of mobile  communications contain a variety of precious metals and hazardous substances including gold, arsenic,                chromium, lead, nickel, silver and zinc. 

Many of these chemicals are linked to certain cancers and neurological disorders and can have devastating  effects on wildlife when released into the environment. 

Rough estimates suggest that the UK will generate  around 4.6 tonnes of lead by 2005 from mobile phones alone. 

This figure increases dramatically when other e-waste - personal computers, televisions and stereos - is added into the equation.
____________________________________________________________

Reuters - 27 December

Wild storm dims Christmas in Australia's Brisbane

  SYDNEY - Thousands of homes in Brisbane on Australia's east coast remain without electricity on Christmas Day after a wild storm hit the

  tourism hub. 

  High winds, lightning strikes and fallen trees caused the power outages and it was unclear whether power could be restored on

  Wednesday. 

  "At the height of the storm we had about 25,000 customers without power but our crews have worked through the night and we have

  reduced that to less than 3,000 homes," Energex spokeswoman Cathy Myers told Reuters. 

  "We try to ask customers to prepare for the storm season to minimise outages," she said. 

  The storm season runs through the summer months, from November to February. 

  Story Date: 27/12/2002

_________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Cousteau to Film Documentary of Spanish Oil Spill 

                      SANTA BARBARA, California, December 23, 2002 (ENS) - An Ocean  Futures Society film team, led by Jean-Michel Cousteau, will travel this   holiday season to Spain's Galician coast, where most of the oil spilled by the   tanker "Prestige" in November has come ashore. The tanker, now at the   bottom of the Atlantic Ocean, continues to leak tons of heavy fuel oil. 

                      The film team, which will be in Spain from December 26 to 30, will focus its  documentary visit on the town of La Coruna, about 60 kilometers (40 miles)  from Santiago de Compostela on the Galician coast. The town is near the  center of the massive oil spill. 

                      To document the effects of the oil, the team will meet with local residents,   fishermen and environmentalists living and working in the area. Personal   accounts of the lesser known, devastating long term economic and social  effects of the spill damage on their communities will be examined. 

                                      (Photo courtesy Miami University)

                                      "My experience filming the aftermath of the Exxon Valdez tragedy has made me sensitive to the plight of   the Spanish people, who now face tremendous social   dislocation and economic upheaval for years to come,"  says Jean-Michel Cousteau. 

                                      "The news media has initially focused on the  immediate effects we see on television - wildlife by the   millions killed or harmed, spoiled beaches and   thousands of volunteers endlessly clearing away heavy, oil soaked sand. This   news then quickly fades away, out of sight and of mind," Cousteau said. 

                      "There is a need to tell another side of the story, which is something  insidious, invisible and continuous for years to come," said Cousteau. "We    need to look at the breakdown of the symbiotic human and natural interaction,   the loss of economic livelihood, the enormous stress on families and the unraveling fabric of their societies." 

                      This woman once harvested clams   where the soldiers are working  to clean the beach of oil from the                       "Prestige." (Photo courtesy )

                      Ocean Futures Society,   based in Santa Barbara,  California, and Paris, France,    will document these effects  on film to record the region's  plight as a human narrative  of the repercussions if   governments around the  world do not take swift and   forceful action to remove  aging and obsolete tankers   from the oceans. 

                      "All of us on the Ocean  Futures team see this  important work as a way to  develop educational tools for  global distribution," Cousteau said. 

                      Owned by the Bahamian company Mare Shipping Inc., and flying a Bahamian   flag, the 26 year old single hull tanker was operated by Universe Maritime Ltd.  of Greece. The 243.5 meter (799 foot) long vessel was headed from Latvia to  Gibraltar and then to Singapore when it encountered a storm November 13. 

                      The vessel initially spilled at least 4,000 of the 77,000 metric tons of oil which  washed up as sludge on the environmentally fragile Galician coast. Since it  sank November 19, thousands more tons of the heavy fuel oil have spilled  from the wreck at the bottom of the sea. 

                      Five holes leaking oil from the tanker were plugged Sunday by a French  research submarine, the Spanish government. But Deputy Prime Minister   Mariano Rajoy said the submarine "Nautile" found new cracks in the hull of  the "Prestige." 

                      Strong winds were pushing an oil slick from the sunken wreck far enough from  land to offer hope that an end is in sight to the massive slick. 

                      "Our intention is to use this film to keep pressure on governments and  industries  to act responsibly. When proper management of ocean going   transportation is strictly enforced, we can protect the very societies that rely  on the health of the oceans. Protect the ocean and you protect yourself." 

              Tanker "Prestige" struggling to stay afloat in November (Photo courtesy                                                      Xunta)

            The European Commission  decided Friday that no single  hull tankers will be allowed to  carry heavy fuel oil in the  European Union. The  proposal must now be  adopted by the Council and Parliament. 

                      In addition, all single hull oil tankers aged more than 23 years will be  immediately banned from the waters of the European Union. The elimination  of more modern ones will take place earlier, between 2005 and 2010, according   to a more stricter calendar than provided for by current rules. 

                      The mission of Ocean Futures Society is to explore the global ocean, inspiring  and educating people throughout the world to act responsibly for its  protection, said Cousteau, documenting the critical connection between   humanity and nature, and celebrating the ocean's vital importance to the  survival of all life on Earth. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA

World Bio-diversity Day – Celebration 

      Muscat, Dec 28 (ONA)--- The Sultanate represented by the Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources Ministry will on Sunday (tomorrow) celebrate the World Bio-diversity Day which falls on December 29th every year. 

     The Sultanate’s celebration reflects its keenness to protect bio-diversity and achieve sustainable development. 

http://www.omannews.com/n10.htm
Wadi Al-Mua'iden Dam Opens 

      Nizwa, Dec 28 (ONA)--- Sheikh Salim bin Hilal al-Khalili, Agriculture and Fisheries Minister today opened Wadi Al- Mua'iden Dam in the wilayat of Nizwa. 

      The total cost of the project was RO. 2,9 million. It was implemented as part of the Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources Ministry's efforts to develop and manage water resources in the country. 

     In an opening address, Hamad bin Sulaiman al-Ghuraibi, Undersecretary for Regional Municipalities and Water Resources spoke about the importance of the project to conserve water resources in Oman.  

     He said the goal of the project was to retain big qualities of Wadi Al-Mua'iden flood water and use it to improve water situation. He said the storing capacity of the dam is around 2.5 million cubic meters. The dam will also help protect farms and other properties located behind it from flood threats.  

     The chief guest unveiled the plaque and toured the project. 

---Ends/a/k  

http://www.omannews.com/n2.htm
Biodiversity World Day

The Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment, & Water Resources celebrated the Biodiversity World Day which came after the National Strategy inaugurated the Work plan of Biodiversity 

http://www.omannews.com/satr34.htm
Environmental Exhibition

An Environmental Exhibition was opened today in Oman. It included the presentations of some poetry on protecting the environment.

http://www.omannews.com/satr39.htm
Oman is an efficient implementer of Basel Convention

Basel Convention considered to be an important agreement that deals with hazardous waste, and recently the Ministry produced a declaration that clarifies this point.

http://www.omandaily.com/
Under the patronage of H.E Mr. Khaled Al-Ali, Secretary General of the Supreme Council for the Environment and Natural Resoiurces of Qatar, a Seminar on the importance of the illiteracy eradication Programme in prevailing the environmental awareness was started today in Qatar which organized jointly by UNEP/ROWA and CAMRE with the participation of 14 countries.

http://www.al-sharq.com/xml/topics/article.xml?cu_no=1&item_no=50750&version=1&template_id=92&parent_id=4
Fishing net rule eased 

Abu Dhabi |By Nissar Hoath | 29-12-2002 

Print friendly format | Email to Friend 

Abu Dhabi emirate has regulated the use of a seine type of net locally known as 'Halaaq' for fishing migratory species.

According to Environmental Research and Wildlife Develop-ment Agency (ERWDA), the decision to regularise the use of the net, also known as 'Lampara', comes under a decree issued by Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, in his capacity as the Deputy Chairman of the Agency.

"Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Deputy Chairman of the Environmental Research and Wildlife Develop-ment Agency has issued a decree allowing the use of a Lampara net, under a specific regulation to fish migratory species in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi," ERWDA announced yesterday.

This Lampara or Halaaq is a kind of seine-net that encircles fish, with floats at the top and weights at the bottom edge usually hauled ashore.

A statement from the agency said: "Fishing by the Lampara is considered an alternative method to the drift net (Al Hayali), famously known as the web of death, which is banned locally, regionally and internationally." 

The Al Hayali was banned in 2000 under an Emiri Decree issued by His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, in his capacity as the Chairman of the ERWDA.

Al Hayali has devastating consequences, trapping all fish indiscriminately.

The type, which may stretch more than a kilometre, is known to destroy rare and endangered species such as sea turtles, dugongs in addition to damaging the coral reef.

Fishing by Halaaq or Lampara has now been permitted as a less destructive alternative to harvesting migratory species, of which the most important is the Kingfish. Fishermen must get a licence for the use of the net, which is valid for a year from November to the end of April. The specifications of the net include limiting its length to 700 metres or less, with a maximum mesh size of up to 7.5 centimetres.

"During operation, the net should either be used as an encircling net or fixed in place by anchors," the new regulation stipulates. 

The use of these nets is allowed only for fishermen carrying valid fishing licences and is limited to four specific areas off the coast of Abu Dhabi. 

"Any infringement on this decree will be violation of articles (23) and (26) of the Federal Law No. 23 of 1999 on Apropos Exploitation, Protection and Development of Marine Bio-Resources in the UAE, and offenders will be subject to punishment according to Article 52 under the same law," the statement warned. 

All fishermen wishing to operate a Halaaq are advised to contact the ERWDA and submit their applications for the permits. Fishermen from Abu Dhabi should bring two passport size photographs and a copy of their commercial fishing licence.

Fishermen from other emirates also need copies of their passports and their personal identification cards in addition to the two photographs and a copy of the commercial fishing licence.

Last May, Abu Dhabi banned recreational fishing without a licence in order to protect the marine wealth from being exploited. The ERWDA implemented the regulation on May 4 to fulfil the legislative obligations stated in the same law.

Article 25 of the Federal Law No. 23 stipulates: "The following operations may not be carried out except after obtaining a special written permit from the authorities concerned:

- Diving with the purpose of fishing ornamental fish.

· Practice marine sports for fishing contests, or use tools of marine sports which are related to marine resources.

· Establish and invest in marine bio-resource farms."
http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=72335
Plant genetic resources treaty ratified 

Dubai |WAM | 29-12-2002 

Print friendly format | Email to Friend 

The UAE has ratified the international treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (PGRFA), a statement issued by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries said here yesterday.

The statement said the UAE Cabinet has ratified the treaty, which is consistent with international conventions on bio-diversity. The treaty was ratified in November last year by the general convention of the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), whose 31st session was chaired by the UAE. 

Under the UAE chairmanship, a consensus was reached and the treaty was consequently ratified despite the divergent views of many countries. The treaty will come into force when it is ratified by 40 countries, the statement said. 

The treaty defines plant genetic resources for food and agriculture as "any genetic material of plant origin of actual or potential value for food and agriculture". Genetic material, according to the treaty means any material of plant origin, including reproductive and vegetative propagating material, containing functional units of heredity. 

The treaty also states that: "In the exercise of their sovereign rights, the contracting parties agree to establish a multilateral system, which is efficient, effective, and transparent, both to facilitate accesses to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, and to share, in a fair and equitable way, the benefits arising from the utilisation of these resources, on a complementary and mutually reinforcing basis."
http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=72378

T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
DPR of Korea continues to disrupt UN safeguards at nuclear facility
*
Annan invites Cambodia to restart talks on special court for Khmer Rouge leaders

*
DR of Congo: Security Council condemns renewed fighting by rebel factions

*
Security Council welcomes signing of non-aggression accord for Afghanistan

*
UN resumes interviews of scientists on Iraqi arms programme

* * * *

DPR of Korea

24 December – The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) has unilaterally continued the process of disrupting safeguards installed by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) at the country’s nuclear facilities, the Agency’s top official said today.

IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei said that over the past two days, the DPRK has cut most of the seals and impeded the functioning of surveillance equipment installed at both the fuel rod fabrication plant and the reprocessing facility.

So far, seals have been cut and surveillance equipment impeded at a total of three facilities at Nyongbyong: the 5-MWe reactor, including the associated spent fuel pond, the fuel rod fabrication plant and the reprocessing facility.

Unless the IAEA is able to immediately reinstate its safeguards at these facilities it will not be able to provide assurances that the DPRK is not diverting nuclear material to nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, as required by its safeguards agreement pursuant to the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty, Mr. ElBaradei said, adding that this rapidly deteriorating situation raises grave non-proliferation concerns.

The Director-General is consulting with the Chairman and Member States of the IAEA Board of Governors on ways to address this development.
* * *

Cambodia

24 December – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has sent a letter to Prime Minister Hun Sen of Cambodia inviting the country for preliminary talks on the establishment of a special court to try Khmer Rouge leaders, a UN spokesman said today.

The Secretary-General invited Cambodia to send a delegation to New York for an exploratory meeting to prepare for the resumption of negotiations, according to spokesman Fred Eckhard. The letter, which was sent over the weekend, follows the UN General Assembly’s adoption of a resolution last week concerning the establishment of extraordinary chambers for the trial of Khmer Rouge leaders in Cambodia.

“We understand that the Cambodian delegation will be headed by Sok An, Senior Minister in charge of the Council of Ministers,” Mr. Eckhard said. “The Secretary-General has asked his Legal Counsel, Hans Corell, to lead the UN delegation.”

The exploratory meeting is expected to take place in early January.

* * *
DR of Congo


24 December – The members of the United Nations Security Council today strongly condemned renewed fighting by rebel factions in the northeastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).


In a statement to the press, the Council’s President, Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia, said the members expressed their deep concerns over the serious human rights violations that took place and the displacement of tens of thousands of civilians caused by the recent military activities involving the RCD-National/MLC and the RCD-K/ML in Ituri.

The members stressed that such fighting “clearly violated the letter and spirit” of the all-inclusive agreement on the political transition in the DRC, which was signed in Pretoria on 16 December, and the truce that was brokered by the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) in Ituri, Ambassador Valdivieso said.

Council members also called on all Congolese parties to immediately cease hostilities and to implement the Pretoria Accord expeditiously by putting in place without delay the transitional arrangement. “In particular, they also called for the RCD-National/MLC to cease further offensives, to meet with the RCD-K/ML leadership in the presence of diplomatic representatives, and for all parties involved in Ituri to cooperate with MONUC to put in place the truce that had been agreed, including the establishment of the military contact group, and to allow unhindered access to humanitarian relief,” Ambassador Valdivieso said.

The statement also condemned the fighting between RCD-Goma and armed groups in South Kivu (Uvira), according to the Council President, who added that members “also called upon all concerned to stop materiel support to the parties engaged in military activities in the northeast and the Kivus.”

* * *

Afghanistan

24 December – The United Nations Security Council today welcomed the recent signing of a non-aggression accord between Afghanistan and six of its neighbouring countries.

In unanimously adopting resolution 1453, the Council endorsed the Kabul Declaration on Good-Neighbourly Relations signed on Sunday by Afghanistan, China, Iran, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

The text also called on all countries to respect the Declaration and to support the implementation of its provisions.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

24 December – After a four-year hiatus, United Nations inspectors today resumed their interviews of Iraqi scientists, questioning at length an expert at Baghdad Technical University.

During its examination of the university, a team from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) asked to speak to a particular Iraqi scientist, who was interviewed separately from the rest of the inspection, according to a spokesman for the Agency and the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC).

“The scientist consented to a lengthy interview regarding technical activities in Iraq,” said Hiro Ueki in Baghdad. “The interview was conducted in a private office chosen at random, without cameras, or recordings being present. The interviewee requested an Iraqi witness to join him.”

Meanwhile, a second IAEA team inspected the Salah al Din General Establishment (Electronics Factory), which produces such items as radars, fuses, and communications equipment for the military as well as some civilian products. The factory was associated with the past nuclear programme until 1990, according to Mr. Ueki.

As for UNMOVIC inspectors, the spokesman reported that a team of missile experts inspected the Al Nidaa Factory in south Baghdad, which makes mechanical parts and equipment for different types of missiles. Another missile team inspected the Abdul Kareem Abass Plant, which is a newly declared site in the 1 October Iraqi declaration and the only plant in Iraq that manufactures ammonium perchlorate, the primary ingredient used in the production of solid propellant.

A third missile team went to three different sites – Tarmiya, Baquba, and Taji – under the control of the Taji Technical Battalion, where they checked and applied identification tags to Al-Samoud missiles and warheads.

An UNMOVIC biological team inspected the College of Veterinary Medicine at Baghdad University in Abu Ghraib, where it inspected the whole site and checked previously tagged equipment, Mr. Ueki reported. A second biological unit inspected the brewery of the National Company Food Industries (NCFI), which has previously tagged dual-use equipment, fermenters and filter press.

An UNMOVIC chemical team inspected Hutten State Establishment (Iskandariyah Ammunition Filling Plant), which produces conventional ammunitions, while another squad inspected oil facilities in the Basra region.

In other news, Iraq exported 13.9 million barrels of oil during the week ending 20 December, according to the latest figures released by the UN office running the humanitarian “oil-for-food” programme, which allows Baghdad to use a portion of its crude revenues to purchase relief supplies.

The Office of the Iraq Programmes reported that the exports netted Iraq an estimated €352 million (euros), or $361 million. Since the start of its latest phase, the programme has earned an estimated $508 million.
* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Inspectors needed to ensure DPRK’s compliance with nuclear safeguards – IAEA

*
UN interviews another key Iraqi scientist as inspections continue

*
DR of Congo: Annan urges rebels to halt offensive in northeast

*
Annan appoints humanitarian envoy for Côte d’Ivoire

*
Peace process between Ethiopia and Eritrea progressing steadily, Annan reports

*
First meeting of technical committees for Cyprus planned for 7 January – UN

* * * *
DPR of Korea

27 December – Following Pyongyang’s request to remove United Nations monitors from the country, the head of the UN’s nuclear watchdog agency today said inspectors were needed in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) to ensure compliance with international safeguards.

“Together with the loss of cameras and seals, the departure of inspectors would practically bring to an end our ability to monitor DPRK’s nuclear programme or assess its nature,” Mohamed ElBaradei, Director General of the Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), said in a letter responding to Pyongyang’s correspondence earlier Friday. “This is one further step away from diffusing the crisis.”

The Agency confirmed that Mr. ElBaradei had received a letter from Ri Je Son, Director General of the DPRK’s General Department of Atomic Energy, requesting the immediate removal of IAEA inspectors from the country in light of its decision to lift the “freeze” on its nuclear facilities.

In his letter in response, Mr. ElBaradei stressed that notwithstanding the lifting of the freeze under the 1994 Agreed Framework, the presence of inspectors was needed for the immediate installation of containment and surveillance measures. The continuing presence of inspectors was also needed during the loading of the reactor in Nyongbyong and during operation of the reprocessing plant.

Mr. ElBaradei said he expected that the DPRK Government would allow inspectors to remain in Nyongbyong and to install the necessary containment and surveillance equipment, such as seals and cameras.

The IAEA chief also asked Pyongyang to confirm urgently its concurrence with the requirements of the Safeguards Agreement, advising the authorities to inform him immediately should they have a contrary view so that, if necessary, arrangements could be made for the departure of the Agency’s inspectors.

* * * 

Iraq: inspections

27 December – As United Nations experts today continued their inspections throughout Iraq, they interviewed another key Iraqi scientist about the country’s suspected weapons programme.

Members of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) interviewed a metallurgist from a high-visibility state company, according to a spokesman for the Agency and the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC).

“He provided technical details of a military programme,” spokesman Hiro Ueki said in Baghdad. “This programme has attracted considerable attention as a possible prelude to a clandestine nuclear programme. The answers will be of great use in completing the IAEA assessment.”

Meanwhile, an UNMOVIC biological team inspected the Modern Chemical Industries in Hay Babil, a private company that produces industrial alcohol, medicinal-grade alcohol, arak, whiskey and gin from dates.

“The company is a declared and previously monitored site, due to the presence of dual-use equipment,” Mr. Ueki said. “The site was closed for the Christmas holiday but access was granted to the offices, production areas and a laboratory the team wanted to inspect for which keys were available.”

Two UNMOVIC teams visited the Al Nasser Al Athim (Al Adheem) State Company in Baghdad, a facility for heavy engineering, according to the spokesman. “Although it was a Friday inspection, access to the facility as well as all the buildings designated for inspection was granted,” he added.

As one group of UN inspectors continued their “re-baselining” of the site, a team of missile experts held discussions with site personnel, while others inspected buildings on the facility, which undertakes a wide range of metal working for both civilian and military purposes.

* * *
DR of Congo

27 December – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced deep concern over reports that rebel forces have continued military offensives in the northeastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) despite committing themselves earlier this month to a ceasefire and agreeing on transitional arrangements intended to set the stage for the holding of free and fair elections.

A statement issued by a spokesman for the Secretary-General said that it was “equally disturbing” that forces from the Congolese Rally for Democracy-National/Congolese Liberation Movement (RCD-N/MLC), joined possibly by those from the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC), have failed to heed calls by the UN Security Council on 24 December to cease all hostilities and settle their differences peacefully.

“The Secretary-General calls on MLC leader Jean-Pierre Bemba and RCD-N leader Roger Lumbala to restrain their forces from further advances,” the statement said. “He reminds those responsible for violating humanitarian law that the international community will hold them accountable for their actions.”

Reports indicate that tens of thousands of civilians have fled their homes as military forces continue to fight over territory in the east. In addition, RCD-N/MLC forces are supposedly poised to take over the town of Beni, the centre of the Congolese Rally for Democracy-Kisangani (Liberation Movement), which could result in further displacement of civilians and seriously call into doubt the parties’ readiness to implement the 16 December Accord, the statement said.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

27 December – A senior United Nations relief official today was designated Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire.

The appointment of Carolyn McAskie, currently the UN’s Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, comes in light of the deteriorating humanitarian situation in the country and its negative impact on the subregion, according to a UN spokesman.

“This designation should be seen in the context of recent high-level missions to the region, including the mission of Kamal Morjane, Assistant High Commissioner for Refugees, and the fact-finding human rights mission led by Bertrand Ramcharan, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights,” the spokesman said in a statement.

Ms. McAskie’s mission will further enhance the profile of the humanitarian effort in Côte d’Ivoire and ensure that the work of the UN county team is part of a more coherent UN approach to the crisis, the spokesman added.

Ms. McAskie is expected to be deployed to the region for approximately one month beginning 10 January.

* * *

Ethiopia/Eritrea

27 December – Despite occasional difficulties and delays, the peace process between Ethiopia and Eritrea has progressed steadily, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report, voicing his hope that the parties will continue their cooperation with the UN mission during the next crucial phase of delineating the border between the two countries.

In his latest report to the Security Council on the situation in Ethiopia and Eritrea, the Secretary-General recalls the progress made since a ceasefire agreement was signed in June 2000, as exemplified by the recent release by Ethiopia of all remaining Eritrean prisoners of war. He adds that he is also encouraged by the fact that there have been no ceasefire violations since the establishment of the Temporary Security Zone.

“I hope that these achievements, which are a credit to the parties, will be carried forward,” the Secretary-General writes, noting that the peace process is now about to enter the crucial phase of border demarcation, which, inevitably, has legal, humanitarian and human rights implications.

“These will require immediate attention for the sake of the people who will be affected by the transfer of territorial control,” Mr. Annan stresses. “In this connection, it is essential that the two parties engage in discussions with my Special Representative [Legwaila Joseph Legwaila] to address any issues that might arise with a view to reaching agreement on their resolution.”

The period ahead will also require that the two parties, as well as the Boundary Commission and the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE), continue to enjoy the full political and financial support of the international community, the Secretary-General says. He appeals for more contributions to the Trust Fund for the Delimitation and Demarcation of the Border in order to help the conclusion of the demarcation process in accordance with the Commission’s schedule.

The Secretary-General also points out that the looming drought in the Horn of Africa, and particularly in Eritrea and Ethiopia, is a source of deep concern and urges Member States to provide prompt and generous support for humanitarian operations in the two countries “in order to avert further suffering and loss of life.”

“The period ahead will pose major challenges, but I have no doubt that with the cooperation of the parties and the continued and invaluable support of the African Union and interested Member States, including troop-contributing countries, the peace process will reach a successful conclusion,” the Secretary-General says.

* * *

Cyprus

27 December – The United Nations today announced that it has received from each side to the negotiations on Cyprus the names of their members of the committees that were set up to make recommendations on technical matters without prejudice to the positions of the two leaders on the core issues concerned.

The so-called technical committees are scheduled to convene on 7 January under the chairmanship of the UN, according to a UN spokesman in New York.

The Greek Cypriot leader, H.E. Glafcos Clerides, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, H.E. Rauf Denktash, agreed to the establishment of the committees during a meeting on 4 October, in the presence of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

* *** *
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