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War 'has ruined Afghan  environment'

               Snow leopards and other species suffer as well as people

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

               Two decades of war have laid waste Afghanistan's environment so badly that its reconstruction is now compromised, the United Nations says. 

               A UN Environment Programme (Unep) survey found more than half of Kabul's water supply is going to waste. 

               It found children working 12-hour  shifts in dangerous factories, and sleeping at their machines. 

               More than half the forests in  three Afghan provinces have been destroyed in 25 years. 

               A team from Unep's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit worked with the Afghanistan Transitional Authority to carry out the survey. 

               It involved 20 Afghan and foreign scientists in visits to 38 urban sites in four cities, and to 35 rural sites. 

               Basic resources 

               The team's report says the years of conflict have led to  the "collapse of local and national governance, destroyed infrastructure, hindered agricultural activity and driven people into cities already lacking the most  basic public amenities". 

               It says: "Three to four years of drought have  compounded a state of widespread and serious               resource degradation: lowered water tables, dried-up wetlands, denuded forests, eroded land and depleted               wildlife populations." 

               Two million refugees returned to Afghanistan last year, and 1.5m  more are expected in 2003,               putting further strains on the country and its natural resources.

               Dr Klaus Toepfer, Unep's  executive director, said the report showed  environmental restoration

               must be a major part of Afghanistan's  reconstruction. 

               He said: "Over 80% of Afghan people live in rural areas, yet they have seen  many of their basic               resources - water for irrigation, trees for food and fuel - lost in just a generation. In urban areas the most basic               necessity for human wellbeing - safe water - may be  reaching as few as 12% of the people." 

               The report says Kabul's water system is losing up to 60% of its supply because of leaks and illegal use. 

               Waste back-wash 

               In Herat, only 10% of the 150 public taps were working. There, and in Mazar-e-Sharif, Kandahar and the capital,  the team found medical waste from hospitals being  disposed of in the streets and an abandoned well. 

               In some cases it contained syringes and human organs.  Urban drinking water had high concentrations of bacteria  contaminants, coliforms and E.coli from sewage. 

               Solid waste disposal, Unep says, is "one of the country's most   glaring problems". Dumps are              often sited above cities, where  heavy rain can wash the waste back into the streets. 

               The report says: "Unep  investigations of oil refineries and transport terminals, and brick,               asphalt and lead battery  factories revealed acute environmental and human health risks. 

               "In a plastic recycling/shoe factory in Kabul the team found children working without protection from toxic chemicals and sleeping at machines, or in factory alcoves, between their 12-hour shifts." 

               Wildlife pressure 

               In the countryside, it says, satellite imagery shows conifer forests in the provinces of Nangarhar, Kunar and Nuristan have shrunk by more than half since 1978. 

               Pistachio woodlands in northern Afghanistan, valuable  money earners, have been devastated. The report  says: "Almost no trees could be detected in Badghis and Takhar provinces in 2002 by satellite instruments, compared with 55% and 37% land cover respectively in 1977." 

               Inevitably, wildlife suffers: several hundred families had  taken over an island in the Amu Darya river which was formerly home to otters, wild boar, Bactrian deer and birds of prey. 

               The team also spent two weeks on horseback in a   remote area grazed by Kyrgyz and Wakhi herders,               where there are snow leopards, Marco Polo sheep,  wolves, brown bears and Asian ibex. 

               Unep says hunting, mainly for meat and furs, was  significantly reduced during the Soviet occupation, but  has increased since then.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Newsday

U.N.: War, Drought Devastates Afghanistan


By JOSEPH B. VERRENGIA
AP Science Writer

January 29, 2003, 9:56 AM EST


Polluted drinking water. Toxic fumes from burning plastics. Deforestation and overgrazing. Hospital wastes -- including human organs -- dumped in gutters of streets. 

Afghanistan's environment is so degraded following 25 years of war, drought and famine that conditions are "a major stumbling block" to the country's reconstruction, United Nations inspectors conclude in a report released Wednesday. 

Two dozen Afghan and Western scientists visited 73 urban and rural locations in 2002 for the U.N.'s Environmental Program. Their report is the first comprehensive look since the 1970s at conditions in one of the world's poorest countries. 

In Kabul and other cities, disease epidemics remain a constant threat because only one in 10 people drink safe water, the report said. 

In remote mountain and desert villages, they found rampant deforestation, parched aquifers, soil erosion and pesticide pollution -- which they said could hamper agriculture for generations. 

Further straining resources, 2 million refugees returned from Pakistan, Iran and other neighbors in 2002; another 1.5 million are expected to arrive this year. 

Afghan's minister of irrigation and environment said the U.N. report offers a blueprint for recovery, but it depends on significant foreign aid and investment -- only some of which may be included in the $4.5 billion that foreign governments have pledged. 

"It warns us of a future without water, forests, wildlife and clean air if environmental problems are not addressed in the reconstruction period," said Yusuf Nuristani. 

The report found: 

* In Kabul, the Kampani dump is located upstream of the city on the Kabul River, and similar dumps are located above Kandahar and Herat. 

* Monsoon rains threaten to flush poisons into water supplies. 

* Tests of the cities' drinking water show high levels of E.coli bacteria from sewage. 

* Kabul is losing 60 percent of its fresh water supply through leaky pipes and illegal use. In Herat, there are just 150 water taps; 15 of them work. 

* Solid wastes and plastics are burned routinely, sending clouds of toxins above neighborhoods. 

* Medical wastes from hospitals -- including human organs and syringes -- are dumped in streets. 

* Industrial sites including fuel refineries and factories making bricks, asphalt and batteries have virtually no safeguards. 

In a Kabul shoe factory, researchers found children working without protection from toxic chemicals during 12-hour shifts. The children slept at their machines or in factory alcoves. 

In the countryside, satellite imaging shows that conifer forests in southern provinces have been reduced by over half since 1978. 

In two northern provinces, pistachio woodlands covered 55 percent of the terrain and the nuts were an important export crop. Today virtually no pistachio woodlands were found in the area. 

Sinking water tables and war damage have all but collapsed a network of underground irrigation canals and pumping stations, turning farms into moonscapes. 


_________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA NEWS AGENCY. 

January 29, 2003, Wednesday 6:43 AM Eastern Time 

Report calls for environmental management in Afghanistan: UNEP 

      KABUL, Jan. 29 (Xinhua) --A UN report on the environmental situation in Afghanistan released here on

      Wednesday called for effective management of the country's environment after 23 years of war. 

      The Post-Conflict Environment Assessment for Afghanistan, prepared by the United Nations Environment

      Program (UNEP), chronicled environment-related problems in a country which had been plagued by over

      two decades of warfare and four years of drought. 

      It showed that how conflicts had damaged the country's environment, destroyed infrastructure, hindered

      agricultural activity and driven people into cities already lacking basic public amenities, according to a UNEP

      press release. The report also revealed that years of drought had compounded a state of widespread and

      serious resource degradation, including lower water tables, dried up wetlands, denuded forests, eroded land

      and depleted wildlife populations. 

      It identified drinking water safety, deforestation and land degradation as the most urgent environmental

      issues that need to be tackled from the beginning of the country's reconstruction process, according to

      Pekka Haavisto, Head of UNEP Afghanistan Task Force at a press conference held for the launching of the

      report. 

      The report, based on a month-long field investigation across Afghanistan by 20 local and international

      scientists in September last year, also outlined institutional and policy requirements for the government to

      achieve an effective management of the country's environment, Haavisto said. 

      Afghan Minister of Irrigation, Water Resources and Environment Ahmad Yusuf Nuristani told the press

      conference that the government would benefit greatly from the report  while developing its environmental

      policies and plans for rehabilitation. 

      "The UNEP report illuminates Afghanistan's current levels of degradation, and sets forth a path that the

      country can take towards sustainable development," he said. 

      He added that the government had expressed its political will to solve the environmental problems with a

      view to achieving long-term social stability and prosperity.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

 Afghanistan on brink of natural disaster after decades of war 

      Decades of conflict in Afghanistan have left the country on the brink of a natural disaster which will spiral

      out of control unless urgent action is taken, a United Nations study released Wednesday said. 

      Overflowing rubbish dumps, poisonous medical waste facilities, fetid open sewers, fume-belching factories

      and leaking oil refineries are adding to the devastating affects of deforestation and desertification, the

      report said. 

      In the first full environmental assessment of the country since the 2001 collapse of the hardline Taliban

      regime ended 23 years of war, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) study called for international aid

      to prevent further destruction. "Tragically the combined pressures of warfare, civil disorder, lack of

      governance and drought have taken a major toll on Afghanistan's natural and human resources," the report

      said. 

      "The significant lack of effective environmental management and the extensive environmental damage and

      degradation ... is increasing human vulnerability to natural disasters." 

      Unless immediate steps are taken, both by Afghanstan's new government and the global community, its

      population and precious wildlife will be poisoned and starved out, the internationally-funded study said. 

      "Transforming Afghanistan into a prosperous, democratic and self-sustaining country cannot be achieved

      without the assistance of the international community," it said. 

      Years of fighting and drought have left the central Asian country heavily dependent on foreign help for

      reconstruction, a process which the UNEP said will flounder unless environmental concerns are addressed. 

      "Over 80 percent of Afghan people live in rural areas, yet they have seen many of their basic resources --

      water for irrigation, trees for food and fuel -- lost in just a generation," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus

      Toepfer. 

      "In urban areas the most basic necessity for human wellbeing, safe water, may be reaching as few as 12

      percent of the people." 

      The report said that four years of drought which has gripped most of the country had destroyed arable land,

      lowered water tables, desiccated wetlands and caused widespread erosion and loss of wildlife. 

      "These problems are compounded by the increasing numbers of people who are displaced due to insecurity

      arising from degraded environments and loss of livelihoods." it said. 

      Afghanistan's major population centres have been placed under immense pressure in recent months as

      people fleeing rural hardships join a large proportion of some 1.8 million refugees returning from exile. 

      "High levels of unemployment, a failing electricity supply network and assorted public health problems are

      having a profound effect on the quality of urban Afghanistan," the survey added. 

      Of major concern in the cities is the pollution of the water table by disease-laden raw sewage and industrial

      waste. Some 580,000 and rising vehicles running on low-grade diesel are also choking an atmosphere already

      blighted by dust and toxic fires. 

      Arid rural areas have also been hit hard by deforestation and bad farming practices, devastating the

      landscape and threatening a wildlife population hit by extensive hunting. 

      The report singled out Pakistan as having a major role to play in cutting off smuggling routes for timber

      illegally harvested from eastern Afghanistan's once rich conifer forests. 

      Over 50 percent of forest cover has been lost over the past two decades in the eastern provinces of

      Nuristan, Kunar and Nangarhar, the study said, with similar losses predicted for southeastern Khost, Paktia

      and Paktika. 

      Afghan Environment Minsiter Yusuf Nooristani said deforestation caused by "Afghan and non-Afghan timber

      mafia and smugglers" was one of the main causes of the country's ecological woes. 

      bjn/hw/jfs 

      Afghan-environment 
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Associated Press Online 

January 29, 2003

U.N.: War, Drought Devastates Afghanistan 

      Polluted drinking water. Toxic fumes from burning plastics. Deforestation and overgrazing. Hospital wastes -  including human organs - dumped in gutters of streets. 

      Afghanistan's environment is so degraded following 25 years of war, drought and famine that conditions are  "a major stumbling block" to the country's reconstruction, United Nations inspectors conclude in a report  released Wednesday. Two dozen Afghan and Western scientists visited 73 urban and rural locations in 2002  for the U.N.'s Environmental Program. Their report is the first comprehensive look since the 1970s at conditions in one of the world's poorest countries. 

      In Kabul and other cities, disease epidemics remain a constant threat because only one in 10 people drink safe water, the report said. 

      In remote mountain and desert villages, they found rampant deforestation, parched aquifers, soil erosion and  pesticide pollution - which they said could hamper agriculture for generations. 

      Further straining resources, 2 million refugees returned from Pakistan, Iran and other neighbors in 2002; another 1.5 million are expected to arrive this year. 

      Afghan's minister of irrigation and environment said the U.N. report offers a blueprint for recovery, but it  depends on significant foreign aid and investment - only some of which may be included in the $4.5 billion that foreign governments have pledged. 

      "It warns us of a future without water, forests, wildlife and clean air if environmental problems are not  addressed in the reconstruction period," said Yusuf Nuristani. 

      The report found: 

      - In Kabul, the Kampani dump is located upstream of the city on the Kabul River, and similar dumps are  located above Kandahar and Herat. 

      - Monsoon rains threaten to flush poisons into water supplies. 

      - Tests of the cities' drinking water show high levels of E.coli bacteria from sewage. 

      - Kabul is losing 60 percent of its fresh water supply through leaky pipes and illegal use. In Herat, there are  just 150 water taps; 15 of them work. 

      - Solid wastes and plastics are burned routinely, sending clouds of toxins above neighborhoods. 

      - Medical wastes from hospitals - including human organs and syringes - are dumped in streets. 

      - Industrial sites including fuel refineries and factories making bricks, asphalt and batteries have virtually no

      safeguards. 

      In a Kabul shoe factory, researchers found children working without protection from toxic chemicals during 12-hour shifts. The children slept at their machines or in factory alcoves. 

      In the countryside, satellite imaging shows that conifer forests in southern provinces have been reduced by over half since 1978. 

      In two northern provinces, pistachio woodlands covered 55 percent of the terrain and the nuts were an  important export crop. Today virtually no pistachio woodlands were found in the area. 

      Sinking water tables and war damage have all but collapsed a network of underground irrigation canals and  pumping stations, turning farms into moonscapes. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

PakNews.Com

Afghanistan Post-Conflict Assessment

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan: Jan 29 (PNS) - Satellite imagery reveals that conifer forests in the provinces of Nangarhar, Kunar and Nuristan have been reduced by over a half since 1978, concludes a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Post-Conflict Environment Assessment report. 
Since 1979 up to 200 timber trucks a day, representing the loss of up to 200 hectares of forest, plied the main road in Kunar, according to local officials, probably two thirds of it destined for export markets in Pakistan. 

Today local communities have lost control of their resources in these eastern provinces with warlords, 'timber barons' and foreign traders controlling illegal and highly lucrative logging operations. 

The assessment also documented the loss of pistachio woodlands in the north; trees from which can produce 35-50 kg of nuts per year, providing significant revenue at US$1 kg. Almost no trees could be detected in Badghis and Takhar provinces in 2002 by satellite instruments, compared to 55 and 37 percent land cover respectively in 1977. 

This appears to have been caused by the breakdown of a community forest warden scheme and stockpiling of fuelwood during uncertain political conditions. Later, according to interviews with residents, military forces cut trees to reduce hiding and ambush opportunities for opposing forces. 

Goats and sheep are preventing regeneration of many forest areas. As well as controlling grazing one of the proposals being considered by the Afghanistan Transitional Authority is the creation of an "Afghan Conservation Corps", utilizing ex-combatants for reforestation efforts. 

In the Amu Darya River, the assessment team found several hundred families had colonised previously unoccupied tugai forest islands - a unique ecosystem and refuge for species such as the Eurasian otter, wild boar, endangered Bactrian deer, waterbirds and birds of prey - to escape conflict. Prior to the Taliban period, local residents widely respected the island reserve status but the new colonists have been clearing and hunting the area, which covers a 100 km stretch of the river near the border with Tajikistan. 

Two decades of warfare in Afghanistan have degraded the environment to the extent it now presents a major stumbling block for the country reconstruction efforts. 

The report, produced in close cooperation with the Afghanistan Transitional Authority, shows how conflict has put previous environmental management and conservation strategies on hold, brought about a collapse of local and national governance, destroyed infrastructure, hindered agricultural activity and driven people into cities already lacking the most basic public amenities. 

Three to four years of drought have compounded a state of widespread and serious resource degradation: Jan 30 (PNS) - lowered water tables, dried up wetlands, denuded forests, eroded land and depleted wildlife populations. 

With two million returning refugees in 

02 and a further 1.5 million expected this year, pressure on Afghanistan natural resources and environmental services are set to increase further. 

The UNEP assessment was carried out last year by 

Afghan and international scientists and experts who examined 38 urban sites in four cities and 35 rural locations. 

To mark the occasion, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the report makes it clear that environmental restoration must play a major part in the reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan. 

"Over 80 per cent of Afghan people live in rural areas, yet they have seen many of their basic resources - water for irrigation, trees for food and fuel - lost in just a generation. In urban areas the most basic necessity for human well being - safe water - may be reaching as few as 12 per cent of the people," Toepfer said. 

Disposal of solid waste is one of the country most glaring problems. The assessment team found no dumpsites were taking measures to prevent groundwater contamination or toxic air pollution from burning plastic wastes. 

In Kandahar and Herat, dumpsites are sited in dry river valleys above the cities, with the prospect that future heavy rains will wash hundreds, if not thousands, of tonnes of waste back into the city via the river system. 

Kabul Kampani dumpsite is also upstream of the city and close to a well field used to draw drinking water; one likely to expand to meet the city' growing needs. 

Tests of drinking water in urban areas revealed high concentrations of bacterial contaminants, Coliforms and E. coli, from contamination by sewage - creating a threat to public health, particularly children who are susceptible to deadly cholera. 

The assessment found Kabul water supply system, damaged during the conflict and lacking routine maintenance, is losing as much as 60 percent of its supply through leaks and illegal use. In Herat only 10 percent of the 150 public taps were found to work. 

In Herat, Mazar-e-Sharif, Kandahar and Kabul the UNEP team documented medical wastes from hospitals - in some cases even organs and syringes - being disposed of into open streets, uncontrolled dumps and an abandoned well, risking the spread of viral and bacterial diseases and toxic hazards. 

However, Kandahar and Mazar-e-Sharif have initiated recycling and composting schemes, while Herat has significantly reduced cholera cases through chlorination of its water supply, helped by international assistance. 

UNEP investigations of oil refineries and transport terminals, and brick, asphalt and lead battery factories revealed acute environmental and human health risks, because of poorly maintained, rudimentary technologies and a lack of management know-how. 

In a plastic recyclingshoe factory in Kabul the assessment team found children working without protection from toxic chemicals and sleeping at machines, or in factory alcoves, between their 12 hours shifts. 

The rural assessment found widespread loss of forest had occurred across much of the country during the past 30 years. 

Also in Afghanistan northern provinces, the assessment team identified potential risks from large stocks of dangerous or illegal pesticides, used in the past for control of insects, including annual infestations of Moroccan locusts. 

In the remote Wakhan Corridor, which borders Tajikistan, Pakistan and China, an area rarely visited by UN missions, the assessment team spent two weeks on horseback in areas grazed by the yurt-dwelling Kyrgyz and Wakhi herders. The team confirmed the presence of snow leopards, Marco Polo sheep and species such as wolf, brown bear and Asian ibex. 

Hunting pressure - mainly for meat and casual trade in wildlife furs - was much reduced during the period of Soviet occupation, but has increased subsequently. UNEP noted that the Wakhi have responded positively to recent calls by the Afghan Transitional Authority to hand in arms and stop hunting, and the area escaped much of the recent conflict and is free of land mines. 

The assessment report contains 163 recommendations, covering environmental legislation and enforcement, capacity building, job creation, planning, environmental impact assessment procedures, industry and trade, public participation and education, and participation in international environmental agreements. It also makes recommendations in relation to water supply, waste, hazardous wastes and chemicals, woodlands and forests, energy, air quality, wildlife and protected areas conservation, desertification and food and agriculture resources and identifies actions at specific urban and rural sites visited during the assessment. 

UNEP has assisted in the preparation of the UN 2003 Transitional Assistance Programme for Afghanistan, which includes priority areas for environmental management, and identifies the funding that is required from the international donor community to implement them. 

Minister Nuristani will also present the findings of the assessment to over 100 environment ministers attending UNEP Governing Council meeting and Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Nairobi, Kenya next week. 


Las Vegas Sun

Today: January 29, 2003 at 2:36:05 PST 

U.N.: War, Drought Devastates Afghanistan

By JOSEPH B. VERRENGIA
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Polluted drinking water. Toxic fumes from burning plastics. Deforestation and overgrazing. Hospital wastes - including human organs - dumped in gutters of streets. 

Afghanistan's environment is so degraded following 25 years of war, drought and famine that conditions are "a major stumbling block" to the country's reconstruction, United Nations inspectors conclude in a report released Wednesday. 

Two dozen Afghan and Western scientists visited 73 urban and rural locations in 2002 for the U.N.'s Environmental Program. Their report is the first comprehensive look since the 1970s at conditions in one of the world's poorest countries. 

In Kabul and other cities, disease epidemics remain a constant threat because only one in 10 people drink safe water, the report said. 

In remote mountain and desert villages, they found rampant deforestation, parched aquifers, soil erosion and pesticide pollution - which they said could hamper agriculture for generations. 

Further straining resources, 2 million refugees returned from Pakistan, Iran and other neighbors in 2002; another 1.5 million are expected to arrive this year. 

Afghan's minister of irrigation and environment said the U.N. report offers a blueprint for recovery, but it depends on significant foreign aid and investment - only some of which may be included in the $4.5 billion that foreign governments have pledged. 

"It warns us of a future without water, forests, wildlife and clean air if environmental problems are not addressed in the reconstruction period," said Yusuf Nuristani. 

The report found: 

- In Kabul, the Kampani dump is located upstream of the city on the Kabul River, and similar dumps are located above Kandahar and Herat. 

- Monsoon rains threaten to flush poisons into water supplies. 

- Tests of the cities' drinking water show high levels of E.coli bacteria from sewage. 

- Kabul is losing 60 percent of its fresh water supply through leaky pipes and illegal use. In Herat, there are just 150 water taps; 15 of them work. 

- Solid wastes and plastics are burned routinely, sending clouds of toxins above neighborhoods. 

- Medical wastes from hospitals - including human organs and syringes - are dumped in streets. 

- Industrial sites including fuel refineries and factories making bricks, asphalt and batteries have virtually no safeguards. 

In a Kabul shoe factory, researchers found children working without protection from toxic chemicals during 12-hour shifts. The children slept at their machines or in factory alcoves. 

In the countryside, satellite imaging shows that conifer forests in southern provinces have been reduced by over half since 1978. 

In two northern provinces, pistachio woodlands covered 55 percent of the terrain and the nuts were an important export crop. Today virtually no pistachio woodlands were found in the area. 

Sinking water tables and war damage have all but collapsed a network of underground irrigation canals and pumping stations, turning farms into moonscapes. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

AFP

UNEP to hold five-day Governing Council session from February 3 

Jan 29 

 Efforts to eradicate leaded gasoline worldwide and the environmental situation in Palestine are among topic

      set to dominate the UN Environment Programme's annual meeting in Nairobi, the agency said    Wednesday. 

      The 22nd UNEP Governing Council meeting will be held from February 3 to 7. Four key issues expected to dominate the session: the situation in occupied Palestinian territories, the phasing out of lead in gasoline,      the outcome of the recent World Summit on Sustainable Development, and enhancing civil society      engagement in environmental issues. 

      Last year's World Summit in Johannesburg addressed the role that cultural and biological diversity play in

      environmental matters and in the achievement of sustainable development. 

      Ministers attending the four day environmental parley in Nairobi will be joined by youths from 45 countries  and Kenyan school children to plant over 4,000 trees at the end of the session. 

      According to a recent UNEP report, "within five years, most African countries will have phased out, or be

      close to phasing out, lead from petrol." 

      So far, four African countries have phased out leaded petrol: Egypt, Libya, Mauritius and Sudan. 

      Morocco, Reunion, Tunisia and the Moroccan-occupied Western Sahara are expected to follow suit this year.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Canadian News

Environment Minister to Attend UNEP Meeting of Environment Ministers in Nairobi

    OTTAWA, Jan. 29 /CNW/ - Media representatives are advised that the Honourable David Anderson, Minister of the Environment, will attend the 22nd Session of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in Nairobi, Kenya, February 3-7, 2003. Minister Anderson will complete

a two-year term as President of UNEP's Governing Council when the meeting opens on February 3 and participate in the election of a new President.     UNEP is the leading international forum for governments to address current and emerging environmental issues. It has been central to the negotiation of major international environmental agreements on hazardous chemicals, trade in endangered species, and ozone-depleting chemicals. It supports innovative environmental projects in many countries.     Minister Anderson became the first Canadian ever elected as President of  the Governing Council of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) in  2001. During his two-year tenure, Minister Anderson led a major process to

increase the effectiveness of the United Nations in dealing with environmental issues; brought global attention to the interconnections between human health and environmental degradation; and successfully encouraged countries to increase their financial support to UNEP.

________________________________________________________________________________________

 NY TIMES

U.S. to Seek Waiver on Weed Killer Harmful to Ozone Layer

January 29, 2003

By ANDREW C. REVKIN 

The Bush administration intends to seek dozens of exemptions for American companies from an impending

international ban on methyl bromide, a widely used pesticide and weed killer whose fumes have been shown to

damage the ozone layer. 

The White House faces a Friday deadline for forwarding proposed exemptions to an international environmental body that administers the Montreal Protocol, a treaty protecting the ozone layer. 

But a decision has been delayed because administration officials are having trouble finding a balance between

farmers' needs and the need to restore earth's protective veil of ozone, which blocks harmful ultraviolet rays but has been damaged by various synthetic chemicals. 

White House officials said on Tuesday that that they were still working on the final list. 

Once submitted, the exemptions and any sought by other industrialized countries will be reviewed this spring by an international committee of three dozen experts, including American government scientists. 

British officials said they planned to seek a very constrained list of exemptions that would ensure that

overall use would still decline. But other countries have told American officials that they, like the United States, are considering allowing extensive continued use of methyl bromide. 

American officials said they were concerned that the isolation of the United States on other international

issues, including a climate treaty and a possible attack on Iraq, could result in the exemptions being rejected whether or not they were justified. There is no appeal process under the treaty. 

A senior federal official involved in assessing the proposed exemptions to the chemical ban said that most of

the agricultural users had legitimate worries about whether they could stay in business without methyl bromide. 

"I think they have a case for needing it," the official said. "The Montreal Protocol has expressed in this

exemption the notion that there are cases where the impact of losing the chemical is so great that they won't force the ban on people." 

Environmental groups have pressed the White House to winnow the requests greatly, pointing to some that have sought increases in uses of the chemical, even as international rules require a steady phasing out. 

If the administration endorses most of the exemptions and the treaty organization accepts them, years of progress will be undone, according to David Doniger, an expert in international environmental policy at the Natural Resources Defense Council. 

"If the Bush administration abandons the phaseing out of methyl bromide, the safer alternatives will wither on the vine, and the hole in the ozone layer will keep growing," he said. 

Companies producing substitutes contend that any significant exemptions will simply delay shifts toward

other options. 

"Agricultural producers ought to be experimenting with alternatives, but instead they're clamoring for these

exemptions," said Charles Hansen, a lobbyist for large chemical companies that have developed competing

pesticides. 

If the United States seeks and is granted most of the exemptions, use of the chemical - which has been declining in industrialized countries since 1999 on a timetable set under the treaty - could start rising again. 

Fruit farmers, flour millers, vineyard owners, country club managers and administration and government agriculture officials are among those saying the exemptions are badly needed because no substitutes are nearly as cheap or effective. 

Methyl bromide is a toxic gas that has been used since the 1960's to sterilize soils, fumigate flour and grain

operations, and treat exports and imports to kill invasive pests. It kills weed seeds, insects, nematodes and all

manner of other pests, allowing farmers and nursery owners to work on fields that are a biological clean slate. 

In the atmosphere, it breaks down and the bromine it contains attacks ozone molecules, which shield the earth

from harmful ultraviolet rays. Some also comes from natural sources, including salt marshes, but levels in the air have risen because of rising emissions from agriculture. 

Under the 1987 treaty, industrialized countries have been steadily curtailing the use of chlorofluorocarbons and

other chemicals that destroy ozone. 

Methyl bromide was belatedly recognized as a threat, and treaty parties agreed in 1997 on its elimination in wealthy countries by 2005. 

Environmentalists say the treaty's clear intent is a steady phasing out of the chemical, pointing to the graduated

nature of the reductions agreed to by treaty signers, including the United States. 

Industrialized countries agreed to a 25 percent reduction below the amount used in 1991 starting in 1999; a 50

percent drop from that level starting in 2002; a 70 percent reduction starting in 2003; and finally the 100 percent ban starting in 2005. (Developing countries have a 10 year delay before they must stop using the gas.) 

But treaty parties reserved the right to request critical-use exemptions in cases where the outright 2005

ban would result in "significant market disruptions" and no practical alternatives to the fumigant existed. 

The debate now is over just how critical a particular need is. 

Some countries plan to join the United States in seeking many exemptions, including Australia and Spain, according to American officials involved in the issue. 

But government officials of other countries, including Britain, said they planned to strictly limit their proposed

exemptions to ensure that overall use of the gas continues to fall. 

"A critical use should be a critical use," said one European government official. The official, who spoke only

on condition of anonymity, noted that exemptions granted for other ozone-depleting substances were extraordinarily constrained. 

One allows continued use of banned chlorofluorocarbons, for example, in powering asthma inhalers. Methyl chloroform, another banned chemical, is still allowed for cleaning the O-rings on the space shuttle's booster rockets. 

American officials and representatives of agricultural businesses said the treaty contained no language

restricting the quantity of critical-use exemptions for methyl bromide starting in 2005. 

More than 50 American businesses, ranging from chrysanthemum and strawberry growers to universities and

golf course groomers, have submitted written requests for "critical-use exemptions" to the Environmental Protection Agency, saying they need to continue using methyl bromide after the ban begins in 2005. 

Applications from American companies include some that are very small, like that from the Stroope Bee and Honey Company of Alvin. Tex., which seeks to continue using about 400 pounds of the chemical in 2005 and beyond to prevent moths from attacking honeycombs. 

"I know of nothing else that will even come close to controlling the greater wax moth in stored honeycombs," the business's owner, Garland Stroope, said in his application.

But they also include requests for large, and increasing,

uses of the chemical. Auburn University in Alabama is seeking to use 542,408 pounds of methyl bromide a year on 1,600 acres where it plants tree seedlings, saying it has found "no possible alternatives." 

The California Grape and Tree Fruit League, in Fresno, has submitted a request for its membership to use 1,579,500 pounds of methyl bromide annually after 2005, although its members typically used less than 650,000 pounds of the chemical in the late 1990's. 

It is such requests that have caught the attention of environmental campaigners. In a recent letter to the

E.P.A., the Natural Resources Defense Council and six other private groups said no increases in the use of the chemical were justified. 

The letter added that there was little indication in any of the applications for exemptions that methyl bromide users had considered shifting to organic growing methods as another option. 

In interviews, several government officials involved with compiling the applications said there are other important  issues to consider when weighing the importance of the chemical to a particular business. 

Mexico and other developing countries, which compete with American farmers in fruit and vegetable trade, are exempt from the methyl bromide ban for another decade, officials said. 

They also use cheap labor to clear fields of weeds that American growers clear with methyl bromide, and labor in this country is too costly for that task. "Methyl bromide helps level the playing field," said a senior official in the Department of Agriculture. 

Marco González, the executive secretary of the United Nations secretariat that administers the Montreal Protocol, said he was confident that the review of exemptions from the methyl bromide ban would be fair and not roll back efforts to repair the ozone layer. 

The technical committees that will weigh exemptions include a balance of representatives from industrialized and poorer countries, from industry and environmental groups, secretariat officials said. 

"The Montreal Protocol so far has been a success story and is paving the away to other conventions," Mr. González said. "We don't see any reason why progress and success should not continue."

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Economist.Com 

January 29, 2003 

      SECTION: The Economist Global Agenda 

      HEADLINE: Give and take;   Health care in poor countries 

      A new boss for the World Health Organisation, renewed talks about access to cheap drugs for poor

      countries, and a $15 billion handout from America to fight AIDS. Is the world finally getting to grips with

      Africa's health problems? 

      BODY: 

      More drugs, please 

      AFRICA has the world's worst health problems, with more deaths from AIDS, malaria and childhood diseases   than any other continent. So an African with a medical degree and top political connections should have   been a popular choice as the next head of the World Health Organisation (WHO). Instead, the WHO has      picked a South Korean: on January 28th, its executive board selected Jong-Wook Lee as the next  director-general, passing over the leading African candidate, Pascoal Mocumbi, prime minister of  Mozambique. Rumour has it that the Americans may have cast the deciding vote for Mr Lee in order to curry  favour with South Korea, an ally with whom relations have become strained of late. 

      Mr Lee is an inside man, having worked at the WHO for the past 19 years. His nomination, to be confirmed by the WHO's full membership in May, has come as a disappointment to those hoping for a rush of new blood   to the head of the organisation. The outgoing director-general, Gro Harlem Brundtland, came to the agency  from a successful career as prime minister of Norway, and head of the United Nations Environment  Programme. These high-level connections, and a forceful personality, helped her project health to the top  of the development agenda and the voice of the WHO to rich-country leaders and chief executives.      Sceptics wonder if Mr Lee has the political nous or the grand vision to maintain this momentum. He will      certainly have his hands full. The WHO works on a tight budget and is embroiled in issues ranging from      "economy-class syndrome" (deep-vein thrombosis) to international tobacco control. The agency will need to

      focus on fewer issues, and rejig its structure, if the critical task of translating big ideas into concrete

      improvements is to succeed, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa where disease is rife, health-care delivery

      poor and the political will to change still wavering in many countries. Richard Feachem, head of the Global

      Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, says Mr Lee's record as head of the WHO's programme to

      tackle tuberculosis makes him optimistic that the agency will prove an able partner in tackling poor-country health deficiencies. 

      Many health-care experts are expecting Mr Lee to make himself heard on critical issues such as access to      medicines in poor countries. On the very day that Mr Lee was nominated to run the WHO, negotiators      returned to the World Trade Organisation to try to hammer out a deal on access to cheap drugs. They have      been deadlocked since America vetoed a draft agreement late last year. A new deadline of February 11th      has been set. Failure to reach an accord by then would be a setback for the current Doha round of world      trade talks. 

      The aim of the drug-access talks is to find a way to provide cheap, generic copies of patented drugs to      countries that cannot afford to produce them themselves. The main bone of contention is so-called disease      coverage. America has said it will only sign up to a deal if the number of diseases covered is limited to AIDS,      tuberculosis, malaria and some other infectious diseases. Its view reflects those of big drug manufacturers,      who claim that too broad a deal would undermine patent protection and lead to less investment in drug      research and development. They are particularly worried about markets being flooded with cheap copies of      highly lucrative drugs for non-infectious diseases, such as Viagra. 

      The European Union recently proposed a compromise under which the WHO would advise on which diseases were covered, but the Americans reacted unenthusiastically. While head of the WHO, Dr Brundtland was  uncomfortable with the idea of restricting cheap drug access to "major problems" like AIDS and malaria;      there are plenty of other ailments from which people in poor countries die in large numbers. 

      America's stance on drug access is seen by many in the developing world as mean-spirited and dictated by      big business. But while the Americans take with one hand, they are giving with another. In his  state-of-the-union address on January 28th, President George Bush asked Congress to triple AIDS spending in Africa and the Caribbean to $15 billion over five years. AIDS campaigners were pleasantly surprised by the size of the commitment, though some worried that the devil would be in the detail, and that the United  States might end up competing unhelpfully with existing AIDS funds. Those funds need all the help they can  get. The United Nations predicts AIDS will kill 70m people in the next 20 years unless rich countries step up      their efforts to contain the problem.

______________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent, Bangladesh

_Environment and the poor

Focused action, greater attention needed

Dr. A. Atiq Rahman

As the world leaders gathered in Johannesburg for World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in 2002, the total wealth of the planet was never any greater. Simultaneously, the numbers of people below poverty line and the extent of environmental degradation facing them were never greater. There are inextricable, multidimensional and complex linkages between increasing poverty and environmental degradation. There is a serious lack of understanding and consensus among the different actors, including policy makers, that the interests of the poor and of environment are mutually compatible. A scientific and better understanding of the poverty-environment nexus could lead to sound and informed strategies, policies and actions for the local, national and global communities to fight both poverty and environmental problems.

From Rio to Johannesburg: Increasing Acknowledgement of Poverty: One of the greatest successes of the UNCED (Rio) process was the acknowledgement of the need for integrating environment, development and social justice. A key group actively highlighting the need to integrate poverty as a central concern was the Global Forum of Environment and Poverty (GFEP). They asserted that there could be "no sustainable development without eradication of poverty".

Maurice Strong, Secretary General of UNCED, acknowledged that the two most needed areas that UNCED did not address adequately were poverty and demilitarisation.

However, it is not declarations but actions that count. For example, the seven heads of governments of South Asia signed the South Asian Poverty Commission Report (1992), which asserted that poverty from South Asia would be eliminated by 2002. As 2002 arrived, it was clear that the number of poor in South Asia had stabilised, if not increased.

The WSSD Plan of Implementation (2002) and the LIN Millennium Declaration have emphasised poverty alleviation as a cross-cutting issue. The stated goal is to "halve, by the year 2015, the proportion of the world's poor whose income is less than $1 a day and the proportion of people who suffer from 'hunger and, by the same date, to halve the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water. The unfortunate corollary is that even in its intentions and declarations, the global community has condemned half of the global poor to abject poverty even after 2015.

The political declaration at the WSSD states in Article 7 "Recognising that humankind is at a cross road, we have united in a common resolve to make a determined effort to respond positively to the need to produce a practical and visible plan that should bring about poverty eradication and human development". Sadly no such "practical and visible" plan was in place and the same agencies, which failed to reduce poverty in the last five decades, seem least likely to solve these problems today.

A completely different approach, newly enthused human resources and an analytical framework are needed. Fortunately, a number of national sustainable development institutes have emerged in the last twenty years, many of them are in developing countries. Their combined efforts offer the best hope of addressing this complex agenda.

Poverty and Sustainable Development: The WSSD recognised poverty reduction as a central tenet of achieving sustainable development. Indeed, some international financial institutions have declared themselves as "poverty banks". Is this a genuine shift of priorities in favour of the poor or a new recognition that the previous emphasis on the market and trickle-down economic policies fall far short of achieving global or national objectives of poverty reduction? Reducing of poverty essentially entails access to higher amounts of financial resources, to goods and services including access to institutions, participation, decision-making and social justice. Reduction of vulnerability of the poor to illnesses, natural disasters, social exploitation, and repressive policies reduces the pressures of poverty.

The low resource base, small internal markets, low purchasing power of the poor, absence of good governance and effective local government, low level of skilled personnel, low literacy rate, lack of national, political consensus and continuity of major policies, a degrading natural resource base, poor law and order at home, global financial instability and political insecurity-all of these combine to create a vicious cycle of continuation of poverty. This is despite some brave attempts by government and non-government sectors to reduce poverty systematically.

Poverty: Livelihood and Natural Resources Nexus: The poor depend on natural resources to manage their livelihood portfolios. Any degradation and loss of access to natural resources deprives them of their livelihood potential. Despite all the technological and economic achievements, there are over one billion people who live on less than US$ 1 a day. Another billion live on less than US$ 2 a day. These are the people who are most vulnerable to natural disasters and health hazards. Impacts of climate change, particularly the increase of extreme events will hit the poor the hardest.

Key Linkages between Poverty and Environment: The physical environment provides services to the population. People develop specific social systems, institutions and technologies to interact with the environment to gain livelihood supports. The absence or denial of these basic environmental services constitutes absolute poverty. Unequal access to basic necessities and other environmental resources is the foundation of relative poverty. In addition to being excluded from access to basic resources, the poor are also most likely to be subjected to the degrading or polluting impacts of the consumption patterns of others. Where local sustainable patterns of agriculture are diverted to monoculture for the global market, the breaking of traditional fertility cycles is associated with negative changes in social structures and economic relationships. The poor have been systematically supplying their share of resources for environmental and global benefits but are continually dis-benefited due to structured societal disempowerment and are thus being forced to move towards more environmentally vulnerable areas.

Global Picture and the Southern Perspectives: About 2.8 billion people live in poverty. According to a recent World Bank report, more than 23 per cent people live in extreme poverty and the number of poor people remained almost constant in the past decade (Poverty Net, 2002). The majority of poor people live in Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia and the Pacific, Eastern Europe and Central Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean. Moreover, in recent decades the poor are migrating increasingly to the cities. Urban poverty has become one of the most pressing development and environment concerns. At the same time, the gap between the poor and rich in terms of both wealth and consumption has increased.

Many social scientists have argued that poverty in the South was initially created mainly by colonial domination and exploitation. The post-colonial period saw much mismanagement and lack of participation in natural resource management. The industrialised countries made their economic progress in the 18th and 19th centuries at the cost of the resources of today's underdeveloped countries. Another cause of environmental degradation is the trade imbalance and unequal growth of economies of the North and the South. Bad governance, elitism and poor management by the governments of many emerging and independent countries probably made the largest contribution to continued poverty, natural resources and environmental degradation (Rahman et al, 1998).

Many international agencies, such as UNDP, UNEP, World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, are currently working on integrating environment and poverty issues in the development process. But their capacity to reach the poor is extremely limited. The NGOs, grassroots organisations and national think tanks, particularly in the South, are more likely to be the appropriate agents, if utilised properly.

GFEP's Efforts from Rio to Johannesburg: During the Rio (UNCED) process, civil society pointed to the linkages between poverty and the environment through the Global Forum on Environment and Poverty (GFEP). The Declaration on Environment and Poverty asserted that:

* The rights of all people to have access to food and other basic requirements for a healthy and meaningful life are inalienable.

* The poor, both men and women, must be able to make decisions about their own local environments and natural resources.

* Although poverty must be addressed at a global scale, there can be no solution without the direct participation of people at the local and national levels.

* Efforts must be undertaken to remove the most outstanding obstacles to poverty eradication and environmental conservation.

* The rich must pay the full ecological costs of their consumption.

* All people, including the poor, must have equal rights to global commons including the atmosphere and the oceans.

In Johannesburg, the GFEP developed an action plan and research agenda on environment and poverty. The large number of actions identified fall under six broad themes: follow-up of Rio instruments and WSSD; advocacy; institution building; technology and knowledge; research; training and publications.

The Johannesburg meeting also posed challenges for different actors including taking into account human rights and equity issues; dealing with consumption-production systems worldwide; ensuring technology transfer; reversing the flow of financial resources from South to North; taking into account the informal and non-monetised economy; meeting basic resource needs of the poor; reconciling sectoral and integrated approaches; ensuring that investments actually reach the poor; and balancing risk minimisation of the poor with their need for access to markets.

Conclusions: There is an urgent need to develop a better understanding of poverty-environment linkages, and act on these. It is of utmost importance that the human dimension of the problem be the focus of research, analysis and actions. In a rapidly globalising world, greater poverty will induce greater human insecurity in all countries. The poor must be part of the solution and their contribution must be recognised in the global environmental discourse and the decision-making processes. The discourse, initiated by GFEP in Rio (1992) and continued at the WSSD (2002), offers an approach towards addressing some of the most pressing questions of the new millennium.

|
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Australia Fears Devastating Wildfires Will Expand 

                      By Bob Burton 

                      CANBERRA, Australia, January 29, 2003 (ENS) - National parks and fire  management agencies in Victoria and New South Wales fear that extreme weather conditions predicted for Thursday may result in a massive expansion  of wildfires that have already burned over 750,000 hectares (2896 square miles)                      of alpine national parks and forests. 

                      The wildfires coalesced from approximately 60 small blazes started by lightning strikes associated with dry thunderstorms in late December and early January. They are now burning on a 200 kilometre (125 mile) long front  through the forested ranges of the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) and the                      alpine parks of New South Wales (NSW) and Victoria. 

                      Fires are currently  burning in the Alpine National Park, the Wabba Wilderness area and the Mt Buffalo National Park in Victoria and the Mt. Kosciuszko National Park in New South Wales. 

                      All the national parks contain fire prone eucalypt forests in deep gorges  flanking fire sensitive ecosystems on alpine plateaus over 1,500 meters (4,921 feet). 

                      Weather forecasts for Thursday predict "extreme" fire conditions of high  temperatures around 40 degrees Celsius, low humidity and northwesterly winds gusting up to 65 kilometers (40 miles) an hour. While cooler conditions  are expected later this week, parks agencies expect the fires to burn for at least                      another two weeks. 

                      In an attempt to control the fires, land management agencies have mobilized over 2,000 firefighters and support personnel from around the country as well as specialized firefighters from New Zealand and a U.S. infra-red fire mapping  system operator. 

                      However, most of their current efforts are aimed at protecting tourist resorts in and townships adjoining the rugged national parks. Fighting the fires in the  roadless areas has been severely hampered by dense smoke which has limited  water bombing operations. 

                      On Sunday January 19, the northernmost fires - fanned by hot northwesterly winds - emerged from the Brindabella Ranges and the Namadgi National Park  in the ACT and raged through southwestern suburbs of Canberra, Australia’scapital city. 

                      In the space of five hours 530 houses were incinerated and hundreds more  damaged in fireballs that generated winds of up to 120 kilometers (75 miles) an   hour. Four people died in or near their homes, and hundreds were hospitalized  from burns and smoke inhalation. 

                      The fires also devastated an Environment ACT wildlife research center at the  Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve which undertook a captive breeding program of  endangered wildlife. The fire engulfed the centre - 30 kilometres to the west of Canberra - with only four of the rare 35 brush-tailed rock wallabies surviving.   Two breeding pairs of regent honey-eaters, one of Australia’s rarest  honey-eaters, also perished in the fires. 

           The fires also destroyed   the Mount Stromlo Observatory, which  adjoined the suburbs worst hit by last weeks  fires, causing $US12  million damage. Five  telescopes and a major  workshop were                                                          transformed into twisted  molten sculptures within an hour. A $3 million imaging spectrograph that had just been completed and  was ready to be shipped for installation at the Gemini Observatory in Hawaii                      was also destroyed. 

                      At least one of the alpine bogs in the Mt. Kosciuszko National Park that was home to the endangered corroboree frog - a black and gold creature the size of a dime - was burned in the fire. The National Parks and Wildlife Service  remains hopeful however that another bog inhabited by the frogs - whose  total population is estimated at 150 individuals - remains. 

                      While the fires ringing Canberra have now subsided - following light rain and cool conditions over the last two days - the fires further south in the alpine  national parks are likely to break out of containment lines firefighters are desperately seeking to construct. 

                      While the fires continue to burn the National Association of Forest Industries  (NAFI), has called for a review of national park management, claiming the fires demonstrate the need for logging to be allowed in National Parks in order to  reduce forest fuel loads. “We need a strong national review of national park  management, with a particular focus on forest, vegetation and fire management,” NAFI Executive Director, Kate Carnell, wrote in an opinion  column last week. 

                      Carnell cited the U.S.  “Healthy Forest  Initiative” as one that  “recognized that fuel load reduction and   forest restoration  projects were a priority activity and a lifeline to help protect the

                      forests.” 

                      National parks agencies and environmental groups have rejected Carnells’ claims. The Director General of the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service,  which has responsibility for managing the Mt Kosziusko National Park, last week dismissed claims that National Parks could be fire-proofed as ludicrous.

                      “What's been proposed is utter nonsense," said Brian Gilligan. "We cannot   fire-proof the Australian landscape." 

                      Victorian Campaigns Manager for The Wilderness Society Gavan McFadzean  scoffed at NAFI’s claims that logging reduces the fire risk in forests. “Most of  the science tell us that old growth forests have a higher level of fire  resistance," he said. "Most of the forests in southeast Australia are on 60                    year logging rotations are so are grown and logged at their most fire prone part of their life span,” he said. 

                      “If NAFI is genuine about their concerns about public safety and the future of  the native forests estate for a moratorium on logging during the crisis and a  review of silvicultural practices in southeast Australia,” he said. 

                      The Australian government’s own scientific research agency, the  Commonwealth Scientific Industrial Research Organization, has estimated that  climate change may lead to a doubling of the number of very high or extreme  fire danger days. The Australian government has refused to ratify the Kyoto                      climate change treaty and instead is backing U,S. government moves to create an alternative but voluntary framework. ____________________________________________________________________
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Campaign For A lead-free Africa Gains Momentum

African Church Information Service: There are indications that campaigns to phase out the use of leaded fuel in Africa is yielding positive results. According to United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), many countries in Africa are now switching to unleaded fuel, which is considered safer and more environment friendly. A press release issued by UNEP, says a survey carried out recently indicated that already, four African countries, namely Egypt, Libya, Mauritius and Sudan, were fully lead-free. Four others - Morocco, Reunion, Tunisia and Western Sahara, are expected to introduce lead-free petrol this year. With a further 22 countries including Eritrea, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, Togo and Uganda reported to be in the process of drawing up action plans to phase out leaded fuel by 2005-2006, it is hoped that within five years, most African countries will have phased out, or be close to phasing out lead from petrol. Explaining reasons for the campaign against leaded petrol, UNEP's Executive Director, Klaus Toepfer said: "It has been known for many years that lead in petrol or gasoline is a serious health risk particularly to children". He elaborated: "Studies have demonstrated that children living near roads and in urban areas where leaded petrol is used, can suffer brain damage with symptoms including lower intelligence score." He regretted that Africa had lagged behind in the campaign against leaded fuel, saying: "But much of Africa, mainly for technological reasons, lack of awareness of the health risks and misconceptions about the impact of unleaded fuels on the

engines, has lagged behind."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200301290733.html
UN Elects SA to Lead WSSD Implementation Meeting

BuaNews (Pretoria): South Africa is to lead the next meeting of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) following the country's huge success in hosting the all important World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg last year. The meeting, a follow-up process to the WSSD, will take place in New York, United States from 28 April to 9 May. Environmental affairs and tourism minister Mohammed Valli Moosa will act as chairperson for the crucial gathering. According to a UN statement released this week, the Commission's meeting, the first since the Johannesburg Summit last September, will set the framework for the work programme that will track and ensure implementation of the Summit's decisions to promote sustainable development. 'The challenge for the Commission's 11th session would be to translate the outcomes of the Summit into practical modalities for its next decade of work, which should be guided by active participation at the highest political levels and ensure the full involvement of technical experts. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200301290673.html
Last Ride for Wild Horses And Zebras?

Cape Argus (Cape Town): URGENT action is needed to save the world's remaining wild equids: zebras, asses and horses, according to a new report by the World Conservation Union. During the Pleistocene era, which ended about 10 000 years ago, equids were abundant on the grasslands and steppes of Africa, Asia and the Americas. But today, most of the surviving seven species are endangered, mainly because of human activities and most live in desert and savanna ecosystems. They are the African wild ass (Equus africanus), Asiatic wild ass (Equus hemionus), Kiang (Equus kiang), Grevy's zebra (Equus grevyi), mountain zebra (Equus zebra), plains zebra (Equus burchellii), and Przewalski's horse (Equus ferus przewalskii). Five of these seven equid species are listed as "vulnerable", "endangered" or "extinct in the wild" on the conservation union's. Red List of Threatened Species. Przewalski's horse was last seen in the wild in 1969: a solitary stallion in the Gobi desert in Mongolia. This species is now listed as extinct in the wild and survives only because of captive breeding. Mountain zebras historically ranged from southern parts of South Africa through Namibia and into western Angola, but are now endangered on the basis of a suspected population decline of at least 50% in 10 years.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200301290651.html
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Topical News Issues
Disaster looms, says UN study - Help needed to beat years of neglect, war 
Bangkok Post, January 30, 2003 - Decades of conflict in Afghanistan have left the country on the brink of a natural disaster which will spiral out of control unless urgent action is taken, according to the United Nations.

Overflowing rubbish dumps, poisonous medical waste facilities, foetid open sewers, fume-belching factories and leaking oil refineries are adding to the devastating affects of deforestation and desertification, the UN says in a report released yesterday.
In the first full environmental assessment of the country since the 2001 collapse of the hardline Taliban regime ended 23 years of war, the UN Environment Programme (Unep) study calls for international intervention to prevent further destruction.

…``More than 80% of Afghan people live in rural areas,'' said Unep Executive Director Klaus Toepfer.
Many of their basic resources, including water for irrigation, trees for food and fuel, had been lost in just a generation, he said.
``In urban areas the most basic necessity for human wellbeing, safe water, may be reaching as few as 12% of the people,'' he said.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/30Jan2003_news33.html 


Report calls for environmental management in Afghanistan: UNEP
KABUL, Jan. 29 (Xinhuanet) -- A UN report on the environmental situation in Afghanistan released here 
on Wednesday called for effective management of the country's environment after 23 years of war. 
The Post-Conflict Environment Assessment for Afghanistan, prepared by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), chronicled environment-related problems in a country which had been plagued by over two decades of warfare and four years of drought.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2003-01/29/content_712591.htm 

Afghanistan Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment
Paknews, ISLAMABAD, Pakistan: Jan 29 (PNS) - Satellite imagery reveals that conifer forests in the provinces of Nangarhar, Kunar and Nuristan have been reduced by over a half since 1978, concludes a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Post-Conflict Environment Assessment report. 
http://www.paknews.com/main.php?id=7&date1=2003-01-29 


War 'has ruined Afghan environment'
Two decades of war have laid waste Afghanistan's environment so badly that its reconstruction is now compromised, the United Nations says. 
A UN Environment Programme (Unep) survey found more than half of Kabul's water supply is going to waste. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/2704989.stm 


AFGHANISTAN: UNEP Finds War, Drought Have Devastated Environment
UN Wire, January 29, 2003 - Twenty-five years of conflict, drought and famine have ravaged Afghanistan's physical environment, posing a huge hurdle to reconstruction and leaving the population highly vulnerable to natural disaster, according to a U.N. Environment Program report released today.
http://www.unfoundation.org/unwire/util/category_search.asp?objCat=environment 

Afghanistan stricken by war, drought: UN

Times of India, January 29, 2003 - DENVER: Polluted drinking water. Toxic fumes from burning plastics. Deforestation and overgrazing. Hospital wastes, including human organs dumped in gutters of streets. Afghanistan's environment is so degraded following 25 years of war, drought and famine that conditions are "a major stumbling block" to the country's reconstruction, United Nations inspectors concluded in a report released on Wednesday. Two dozen Afghan and Western scientists visited 73 urban and rural locations in 2002 for the UN's Environmental Programme. Their report is the first comprehensive look since the 1970s at conditions in one of the world's poorest countries.
In Kabul and other cities, disease epidemics remain a constant threat because only one in 10 people drink safe water, the report said. (AP)
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?artid=35856921 

Afghan ecology teeters after decades of war
ABC Online, January 29, 2003 - Decades of conflict in Afghanistan have left the country on the brink of natural disaster that will spiral out of control unless urgent action is taken, a United Nations study predicts. 
… The UN Environment Program (UNEP) has called for international aid to prevent further destruction.
http://abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s772579.htm 


Modern lifestyle threat to nature
The Star (Malaysia), Jan 28, 2003 - THE PLANET’S wild creatures face a new threat – from yuppies, empty nesters, singletons and one-parent families. Biologists studying the pressure on the planet’s dwindling biodiversity has reported on this new reason for alarm. Although the rate of growth in the human population is decreasing, the number of individual households is exploding. 
Lifeline for turtles  
MARINE turtles in South-East Asia and the Indian Ocean stand to benefit from a new international agreement designed to ensure their long-term survival.  
In Bangkok last Wednesday the first meeting of the Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation and Management of Marine Turtles and their Habitats of the Indian Ocean and South-East Asia began, attended by representatives and observers from 20 countries from around the region. 
… The need to better coordinate conservation efforts has led governments to sign up to the new environmental agreement developed under the auspices of the Convention on Migratory Species – an international treaty linked to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 
http://thestar.com.my/lifestyle/story.asp?file=/2003/1/28/features/green2801&newspage=Search 

Environment and the poor - Focused action, greater attention needed
The Independent – Bangladesh, Jan. 30, 2003 - Dr. A. Atiq Rahman - As the world leaders gathered in Johannesburg for World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in 2002, the total wealth of the planet was never any greater. Simultaneously, the numbers of people below poverty line and the extent of environmental degradation facing them were never greater. There are inextricable, multidimensional and complex linkages between increasing poverty and environmental degradation. There is a serious lack of understanding and consensus among the different actors, including policy makers, that the interests of the poor and of environment are mutually compatible. A scientific and better understanding of the poverty-environment nexus could lead to sound and informed strategies, policies and actions for the local, national and global communities to fight both poverty and environmental problems.
http://independent-bangladesh.com/news/jan/30/30012003pd.htm#A1 


Filipinos hold their breath for clean air
Asia Times, January 30, 2003 - By Marco Garrido - No one who has been to Manila will contest that the quality of its air is absolutely wretched. Buses and jeepneys belch clouds of black smoke that feed the heavy smog permanently blanketing the hazy city. At rush hour, the pollution spewed by creeping vehicles can almost obscure the other side of a wide road. Handkerchiefs have become necessary accessories for commuters, who must cover their mouths to minimize inhalation. Still, too long in the open air - an hour or two will do - will likely leave one with a sore throat and itchy eyes, dizzy and disgusted.
http://atimes.com/atimes/Southeast_Asia/EA30Ae03.html 

Cyclones swirl through South Pacific
Reuters, January 28, 2003 - HONIARA - A tropical cyclone lashed remote southern islands in the Solomons chain yesterday, damaging several homes, knocking down coconut and banana trees and pounding the South Pacific archipelago with high swells.
… The number of cyclones thrashing the South Pacific this year had been expected to rise because of the recurrence of El Nino. 
El Nino, which occurs every few years, sends a tongue of warm water across the ocean and typically increases the risk of cyclones in eastern segments, including parts of the Solomons.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19591/story.htm 


__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Spokesman for Secretary-General

           **State of Union Address by United States President

           Good afternoon.  We are going to start with a statement contributable directly to the Secretary-General

     concerning President Bush’s State of the Union Message last night, which reads, as follows:

           “I congratulate the President of the United States on his pledge to provide stronger U.S. leadership in

     combating the devastating impact of the global AIDS epidemic.  An additional $10 billion –- making a total of $15 billion

     over the next five years, with a new emphasis on access to life-saving treatment and care for millions of people -– will

     make a vital impact, not only in saving lives, but also in staving off the very real threat to stability that AIDS represents

     in the worst affected regions.

           “I am particularly pleased that $1 billion is initially to go to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and

     Malaria, which is a key instrument for the international community in giving strategic direction to the global struggle

     against HIV/AIDS.

           “We know, from experiences on every continent, that success is possible in preventing infection and in

     treating and caring for those infected.  But, too often, the lack of resources has prevented projects from growing into

     the full-scale national strategies required for success.  President Bush has confirmed his belief that AIDS can be

     defeated.  I hope the U.S. Congress will accept the President’s challenge and ensure the needed funding is made

     available as quickly as possible, in keeping with the urgency of this crisis.  And I hope that this example will

     encourage other governments to follow suit.”

           We also have a statement from Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa,

     welcoming the announcement, as well.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council resumed consultations on Iraq a few moments ago, with the Secretary-General, as well

     as UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) Executive Chairman Hans Blix and

     International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei, attending.  The consultations may

     continue after 3 o’clock in the afternoon, if needed.

           Late yesterday afternoon, the Security Council approved two resolutions.  One extended the Liberia sanctions

     panel of experts for a further three months, and the other strongly supported the "Kimberley process" for rough

     diamond

     certification, as a valuable contribution against trafficking in conflict diamonds.

           **UNMOVIC

           We have a report from Baghdad from the UN inspectors, saying that today an UNMOVIC biological team

     inspected the University of Technology in central Baghdad. A second biological team inspected two agricultural field

     stations about

     45 kilometres north-west of Baghdad, while a third biological team inspected sites belonging to the State Company for

     Drugs Marketing Appliances about 10 kilometres north of Baghdad.  If you want more details, see the full report.

           **Côte d'Ivoire

           Yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General delivered a statement on Côte d’Ivoire in consultations, after which

     he spoke to reporters.

           He said the agreement reached in Paris offers the Ivorian parties a chance to restore peace and stability in

     that country, and appealed to all the people of Ivory Coast to stop the violence, and to return to their normal life.  The

     Secretary-General also said he would be appointing a special representative to act on his behalf on the ground, and

     will be submitting further proposals to them as to what the UN can do.

           Security Council President Jean-Marc de la Sablière, in a press statement, urged the parties to implement the

     accord constructively without delay and to avoid further violence.

           **Côte d’Ivoire –- Human Rights

           We have available on the racks a report, transmitted to the Secretary-General and to the Security Council, on

     the mission which travelled late last month to Cote d’Ivoire, headed by Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights

     Bertrand Ramcharan.

           The mission notes that, according to estimates that it received during its visit, between 1,000 and 2,000

     people have been killed in the conflict so far, with many of the deaths being the result of summary executions.  It says

     that

     many politicians and businesspeople have been murdered in Abidjan, in killings which, according to testimony, are

     organized by death squads and private  militias.

           The mission also reports allegations about the existence of mass graves, cases of detentions and

     disappearances on all sides, and reports of torture and sexual violence, including gang rape, which both the

     Government and the rebels accused the other side of perpetrating.

           The report says that “the Ivorian crisis is characterized by the scale of acts of hatred and xenophobia”, and it

     calls on the Government and the rebel leaders to prevent excesses and bring to justice those responsible for them, as

     well as to protect people at risk.

           **Côte d’Ivoire – Humanitarian

           Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, left Abidjan for

     Ghana today.  In addition to Ghana, Ms. McAskie will be visiting Burkina Faso, Guinea, Liberia and Mali to assess the

     humanitarian impact of the Côte d’Ivoire crisis on those countries.

           The UN High Commissioner for Refugees, meanwhile, announced that it partially resumed its operations in

     Côte d’Ivoire, sending 100 Liberian refugees home from the south-west.

           **Cyprus

           Just after noon today in Nicosia, Cyprus, the office of the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Cyprus,

     Alvaro de Soto, received a piece of mail from overseas containing a suspicious white powder.  Immediately, security

     officers from the UN mission in Cyprus were alerted and standard precautionary measures were put into effect.

           The area adjacent to the offices in question was cordoned off and an investigation was begun by the UN

     military police unit.  At the same time, Cyprus government officials were alerted by the UN.  Tests were carried out on

     samples to determine the exact nature of the powder and whether the substance is dangerous. These have proved

     negative.  However, further tests are being conducted, and the outcome of those will be known only tomorrow.

           As a precautionary measure, the meeting between the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, and the Greek

     Cypriot leader, Glafcos Clerides, hosted by de Soto, was moved from the UN Protected Area at the old Nicosia

     international airport to Ledra Palace, another UN building in the buffer zone between north and south Nicosia.

           Meanwhile, some 50 people, UN staff and members of the technical committees, who had been meeting at

     the Nicosia Conference Centre at the time of the incident, underwent precautionary decontamination procedures.

           **Afghanistan

           In a report released today, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) warns that two decades of warfare in

     Afghanistan have degraded the environment to the extent it now presents a special stumbling block for the country's

     reconstruction efforts.

           The post-conflict environment assessment report, produced in close cooperation with the Afghanistan

     Transitional Authority, shows how conflict has destroyed infrastructure, hindered agricultural activity and driven people

     into cities already lacking the most basic public amenities.  The report says that over 80 per cent of the Afghan people

     live in rural areas, yet they have seen many of their basic resources -- water for irrigation, trees for food and fuel -- lost

     in just one generation.

           In urban areas, safe water may be reaching as few as 12 per cent of the people.  Tests of drinking water in

     urban areas revealed high concentrations of bacterial contaminants, which create a threat to public health.  The rural

     assessment also found that widespread loss of forest had occurred across much of the country during the past 30

     years.  Satellite imagery reveals that forests in three of the provinces surveyed had been reduced by over a half since

     1978.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) announced this morning that a contingent

     of 176 Chinese army engineers would be deployed to Kindu and Bukavu in the eastern part of the country.  This will

     constitute the single most important Chinese contribution to any of the current UN peacekeeping operations.  As of

     December of last year, China had 123 people serving in seven different missions, including 69 civilian police in East

     Timor.

           And in terms of the mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, this is the first major deployment of

     Phase III.

           **HIV/AIDS

           James Morris, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa, and Stephen

     Lewis, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, today concluded a one-week visit to southern

     Africa.  In Johannesburg, they warned that, although the international community has succeeded in averting a

     humanitarian catastrophe in the region, the AIDS pandemic threatens the very existence of countries.

           “Without a radical and urgent approach, which addresses the terrifying reality of the pandemic and how it is

     indelibly woven with chronic food shortages”, said Morris, “even worse crises will stalk vulnerable people for

     generations to come.”  He went on, “I am overwhelmed by the very real prospect of nations of orphans.”

           Lewis added that the pandemic is preying on women in particular and “threatening them in a way that the

     world has not yet confronted”.  The envoys will issue a report on the mission that took them to Lesotho, Zimbabwe,

     Malawi and Zambia, and are expected to call for a bold new approach from the international community.  We have a

     press release with more details.

           **Security Council Sanctions

           The Security Council committee on sanctions against Al Qaeda has added two more individuals to its list,

     which is updated regularly on the basis of information provided by Member States and regional organizations.  We

     have the updated list available on the committee Web site.

           **Japan

           The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) said, following the announcement in Japan yesterday, that it

     is correcting the amount of plutonium declared in its past accountancy reports to the IAEA, that it has recognized for

     some time that the amount of nuclear material transferred to waste storage in Japan had not been adequately

     measured in the past.

           IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei said that the Agency remains confident in its conclusion that no

     nuclear material has been diverted from Japan’s Tokai Reprocessing Plant.  The IAEA has been working with the

     Japanese authorities and the Plant’s operators to introduce improved measurement techniques there.  The Agency has

     been inspecting that facility since 1977.  We have details in a press release from the IAEA.

           **International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda

           Carla Del Ponte, the prosecutor for the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, announced today that the

     Secretary-General has appointed Bongani Christopher Majola of South Africa, previously the head of the South African

     Legal Resources Centre, as the Tribunal’s deputy prosecutor.  Majola arrived in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania,

     yesterday and will take up his duties immediately.  Del Ponte also announced that she has recommended the

     appointment of Melanie Gertrude Werrett, a British and Zimbabwean national, as the Chief of Prosecutions for the

     Tribunal.  We have a press release with details.

           **Sierra Leone

           On Sierra Leone, the UN Development Programme’s Governance Unit is working with justice officials in Sierra

     Leone so that judges, clerks and bailiffs in that country can receive intensive training this month to work in rural areas

     during Sierra Leone’s post-conflict period.

           Magistrate courts resumed work in northern Sierra Leone last November, for the first time in five years, and

     UNDP is helping to provide training for 87 court officers on legal and judicial principles and procedures, human rights

     and related topics.  We have a press release on that.

           **Press Conferences

           And last, at 11:15 a.m. tomorrow, there will be a press conference in this room, featuring Ambassador John

     Donaldson, the Special Envoy of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, to discuss security and terrorism-related

     issues.

           That is all I have for you.  Anything before we go to the Spokesman for the General Assembly?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  I would like to note that the Media and Accreditation Unit and the UN Security should be

     congratulated on the way they managed the presence of some 700 correspondents Monday.  One was hardly aware

     that so many were here.  Do you have the total number of journalists that were here, or should I get it from them?

           Spokesman:  Get that from them, but your estimate of ... did you say 700?  I think it was something like 650,

     what they estimated.  The feedback we get from you has been generally positive on how things went yesterday. 

     Thank you.

           Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           This morning, President Kavan chaired the first meeting of the Open-ended Working Group on the Question of

     Equitable Representation on and Increase in the Membership of the Security Council and Other Matters Related to the

     Security Council.  This was a brief organizational meeting at which two vice-chairs were appointed, and the programme

     of work was adopted.

           Immediately following this meeting, President Kavan chaired the 80th plenary session.

           The President announced that, under Article 19 of the Charter, Antigua and Barbuda, Cape Verde and Kenya

     have made necessary payments to reduce their arrears below the amount specified in Article 19 of the Charter.

           The plenary then decided to appoint Jun Yamazaki as a member of the Advisory Committee on Administrative

     and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ) to fill the unexpired portion of the term of office of Juichi Takahara, following the

     latter’s resignation.

           The General Assembly plenary then proceeded with the election of 11 judges to the International Criminal

     Tribunal for Rwanda, from a list of 23 nominations forwarded by the Security Council.  The present judges’ term of

     office ends on   24 May 2003 and the term of office is four years.

           As of the beginning of this briefing, the plenary had not returned the results of the election.  I will make the list

     available when the results are in.

           Any questions?

           Thank you.

                                              * *** *________________________________________________________________________________

Prepared by News Services Section





DH/3820
http://www.un.org/News/






29 January 2003



W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council meets behind closed doors to discuss situation in Iraq

*
As Security Council discusses next steps, UN inspectors continue arms probe in Iraq

*
Annan welcomes Bush’s $15 billion pledge for global fight against HIV/AIDS

*
World must galvanize to fight AIDS, stave off southern Africa’s total collapse – UN

*
Only peace will stop human rights violations in Côte d’Ivoire, UN report says

*
Environmental degradation major stumbling bock for Afghanistan’s recovery – UN

*
UN office in Cyprus receives contaminated mail

*
2 added to Security Council list of Al-Qaida, Taliban operatives under sanctions

*
Chinese army engineer contingent to be deployed in UN mission in DR of Congo

*
UN welcomes South Africa’s $20 million donation for relief operations in region

*
Nuclear material in Japan incorrectly measured in past, IAEA confirms

*
South African appointed deputy prosecutor for UN’s Rwanda tribunal

* * * *

Iraq: Security Council

29 January – The Security Council, which had been briefed on Monday by the chief United Nations weapons inspectors, met behind closed doors today to continue their discussions on the situation in Iraq.

Speaking to reporters before heading into the Council’s chambers this morning, Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), said UN inspectors were making steady progress in the nuclear area, and that a few more months were needed before a conclusion could be drawn on Iraq’s nuclear weapons programme.

“I still believe that we have not exhausted the possibility for a peaceful resolution of the issue, and I would continue to plead for more time,” he said.

“We are trying to give the Security Council a full, comprehensive, objective picture to make their own political assessment,” he told reporters. “Let me emphasize, this is a nuclear issue. There is a big difference between the nuclear and chemical and biological [inspections] in terms of the file, in terms of the techniques, in term of the progress.”

Mr. ElBaradei noted that the chemical and biological file needed to be making equal progress with the nuclear inspections or the Iraqi issue “will not move forward,” and stressed again that Baghdad needed to show proactive support in the next few weeks. “We all know that time is running out and that the international community is getting impatient with the file, which has continued to be open for 11 years,” he said.

* * * 

Iraq: inspections

29 January – As the Security Council met in New York behind closed doors to discuss the next steps forward on Iraq, United Nations inspectors continued their visits today to various facilities around the country.

According to a spokesman for the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), biological teams inspected the University of Technology in central Baghdad, two agricultural field stations about 45 kilometres northwest of the capital, and sites belonging to the State Company for Drugs Marketing Appliances.

Meanwhile, an UNMOVIC missile team went to Al Mamoun to obtain a sample of the Al Fatah propellant for analysis as a multidisciplinary team inspected the Al Fallujah Ammunition Depot.

A chemical team flew by helicopter in the direction of a site but could not continue due to weather conditions, spokesman Hiro Ueki said.

As for the IAEA, it had one team inspect the headquarters of the Geological Survey of Iraq in Baghdad, while a second performed a motorized radiation survey in the Fallujah industrial area and other areas to the west of Baghdad. A third Agency team inspected the Colleges of Science, Education, and Engineering at Kufa University.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

29 January – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today welcomed the announcement by United States President George W. Bush of a total of $15 billion in funding to help in the global fight against HIV/AIDS.

Referring to Mr. Bush’s pledge, made last night in his State of the Union address, the Secretary-General congratulated the US President on his promise to provide stronger US leadership in combating the devastating impact of the global AIDS epidemic.

“An additional $10 billion – making a total of $15 billion over the next five years, with a new emphasis on access to life-saving treatment and care for millions of people – will make a vital impact, not only in saving lives but also in staving off the very real threat to stability that AIDS represents in the worst affected regions,” the Secretary-General said in a statement released in New York.

Mr. Annan also expressed appreciation that $1 billion will initially to go to the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, which he described as a “key instrument for the international community in giving strategic direction to the global struggle against HIV/AIDS.”

The Secretary-General stressed that while experiences on every continent have shown it possible to prevent infection and treat and care for those infected, too often the lack of resources has prevented projects from growing into the full-scale national strategies required for success.

“President Bush has confirmed his belief that AIDS can be defeated,” Mr. Annan said. “I hope the US Congress will accept the President’s challenge and ensure that the needed funding is made available as quickly as possible, in keeping with the urgency of this crisis. And I hope that this example will encourage other governments to follow suit.”

Echoing that theme was Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, who said that Mr. Bush’s announcement challenges every other member of the Group of Seven most industrialized nations – the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Japan, Italy and Canada – to follow suit before its next summit in June in France.

“Between now and then, every single member must announce its contribution to the struggle against AIDS overall, and to the Global Fund in particular,” he said. “The summit itself should initiate the most far-reaching, imaginative plan of action to confront this communicable scourge that the world has ever seen.”

Mr. Lewis also warned that imminent war in Iraq could overshadow any efforts to fight the scourge. “And with the best will in the world, wars have a way of distorting, however unintentionally, every intended human priority,” he said. “Wars have their own dynamic, in the wake of which hopes can be strangled and dreams can be suffocated.

“We cannot allow HIV/AIDS to become collateral damage.”

* * *

Southern Africa

29 January – Although swift food aid deliveries have mitigated a humanitarian crisis in southern Africa, a horrifying new disaster looms as HIV/AIDS ravages the region, threatening the very existence of whole countries, two United Nations envoys warned today after a weeklong inter-agency mission to the region.

James Morris, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa, stressed that “without a radical and urgent approach, which addresses the terrifying reality of the pandemic and how it is indelibly woven with chronic food shortages, even worse crises will stalk vulnerable people for generations to come.”

Mr. Morris was joined in Johannesburg today by Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, and the two shared their impressions of the joint mission and touched on their stops in Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Malawi and Zambia.

In a statement, the two said the AIDS pandemic is changing the nature of famine in Africa by cutting agricultural productivity, weakening the population and undermining people’s ability to recover from natural and man-made shocks.

“We know that the world’s attention is focused elsewhere at the moment but it is crucial that the UN and the international community continue to channel their efforts into refocusing on and responding to the crisis in southern Africa and across the continent,” the envoys said.

The calamitous conjunction of HIV/AIDS, severe food shortages and chronic poverty has left more than 15 million in need of assistance across the region. Mr. Lewis said the interlocking crises were causing a series of societal breakdowns through all sectors, not just agriculture. Wondering what might happen when the education, water and transportation sectors give way, he recalled that some government officials have said that they are “fighting for survival.”

Both envoys said they were struck by the devastating impact of the dual crises on the region’s women and children. Recalling scenes from the trip, Mr. Morris said he would never forget the number of children he met caring for themselves because their parents had died of the disease, or the tired grandmothers stepping in to take care of their orphaned grandchildren. He added that the “remarkable work” of many individuals trying to make a difference was equally moving.

The envoys will now pass their findings back to the UN and issue a report calling for a bold, new approach from the entire international community. They will advocate that current and future programmes of every UN agency be formed through the lens and reality of HIV/AIDS and its impact on women and children.

* * *
Côte d’Ivoire

29 January – Côte d’Ivoire urgently needs peace if it is to avoid the slide into an abyss of further human rights atrocities and all-out war, according to the report of a United Nations mission dispatched to the country late last month.

“The Ivoirian crisis is characterized by the scale of acts of hatred and xenophobia,” says the report, which covers the mission undertaken by UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan from 23 to 29 December. It calls on the Government and rebel leaders to prevent excesses and bring to justice those responsible for them, as well as to protect people at risk.

The report notes that, according to estimates the mission received during its visit, between 1,000 and 2,000 people have been killed in the conflict so far – many by summary execution. Many politicians and businessmen have been murdered in Abidjan in killings, which, according to testimony, “are organized by death squads and private militias.”

The report also contains allegations about the existence of mass graves, cases of detentions and disappearances on all sides, and speaks of torture and sexual violence, including gang rape, which both the Government and the rebels accused the other side of perpetrating.

In view of the scale of human rights violations, the report suggests to the Security Council that strategies to safeguard human rights and protect civilians should be included in the agenda of the negotiation process and in any peace plan. The report stresses that even in the search for peace in the midst of conflict, fundamental standards of human rights and humanitarian law must be upheld.

Meanwhile, on the ground in Côte d’Ivoire, Carolyn McAskie, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis, left Abidjan for Ghana today. In addition to Ghana, she is scheduled to visit Burkina Faso, Guinea, Liberia and Mali to assess the humanitarian impact of the crisis on those countries.

In other news, after violent protests in Abidjan and the general climate of insecurity forced the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to suspend all its operations in the country yesterday, the agency has announced that it has partially resumed repatriation activities, sending 100 Liberian refugees home from the south-western part of Côte d’Ivoire.

* * *

Afghanistan

29 January – Two decades of warfare in Afghanistan have degraded the environment to the extent it now presents a major stumbling block for the country’s reconstruction efforts, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says in a report released today.

UNEP’s “Post-Conflict Environment Assessment” report, produced in close cooperation with the new Afghan Government, details how conflict stalled previous environmental management and conservation strategies, destroyed infrastructure, hindered agricultural activity and driven people into cities already lacking the most basic public amenities.

The assessment also illustrates the mounting pressure on Afghanistan’s already meagre natural resources, noting that three to four years of drought have compounded a state of widespread and serious degradation: lowered water tables, dried up wetlands, denuded forests, eroded land and depleted wildlife populations. With 2 million returning refugees in 2002 and a further 1.5 million expected this year, pressure on those natural resources and environmental services will only increase, the agency says.

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the assessment – carried out last year by 20 Afghan and international scientists and experts who examined 38 urban sites in four cities and 35 rural locations – makes it clear that environmental restoration must play a major part in the reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan.

Underscoring how high the ecological stakes are for the people of the country, Mr. Toepfer says that over 80 per cent of Afghans live in rural areas, “yet they have seen many of their basic resources – water for irrigation, trees for food and fuel – lost in just a generation.” He adds that in urban areas, the most basic necessity for human well being – safe water – may be reaching as few as12 per cent of the people.

* * * 

Cyprus

29 January – The office of United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, received a piece of mail from overseas today containing a suspicious white powder.

Security officers from the UN mission in Cyprus were immediately alerted and standard precautionary measures were put into effect, according to a UN spokesman.

The area adjacent to the offices in question was cordoned off and the UN military police unit began an investigation. At the same time, the UN alerted Cyprus government officials.

Tests carried out on samples to determine the exact nature of the powder and whether the substance is dangerous have proved negative. Further tests are being conducted, however, with the outcome of the sampling expected tomorrow.

Meanwhile, as a precautionary measure, the meeting today between the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, and Greek Cypriot leader, Glafcos Clerides, was moved from the UN protected area in Nicosia to Ledra Palace, another UN building in the buffer zone between north and south Nicosia.

Some 50 people, UN staff and members of the technical committees, who had been meeting at the Nicosia Conference Centre at the time of the incident, underwent precautionary decontamination procedures.

* * *

Al-Qaida

29 January – The United Nations Security Council committee monitoring sanctions imposed against the Taliban has added two more individuals to its list of persons and entities subject to the sanctions because of their links to the group or other terrorist operatives.

The updated list now includes Indonesian-born Riduan Nurjaman Samuddin and Iqbal Mohamad Abdurrahman.

The Council originally adopted the measures in response to the indictment of Usama bin Laden for the 1998 terrorist bombings of United States embassies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam, and later tightened sanctions.

The sanctions require States to freeze financial resources, including funds derived or generated by any undertaking owned or controlled by the Taliban, and to ensure that they are not used by the group.

Countries are also obliged to freeze funds and other financial assets of Usama bin Laden and his associates in the Al-Qaida organization, and to prevent their entry or transit through the State’s territory. In addition, nations must prevent the supply, sale and transfer of all arms and materiel – along with any form of military training – to the named individuals and entities.

The list is updated regularly, on the basis of relevant information provided by Member States and regional organizations.

* * *

DR of Congo

29 January – A contingent of 176 army engineers from China is set to be deployed in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the United Nations mission in the country said today.

The engineers – who constitute the largest contribution by Beijing to current UN peacekeeping operations – will be sent to Kindu and Bukavu, according to the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC).

As of last December, China had 123 people serving in seven missions, including 69 civilian police in Timor-Leste, formerly East Timor.

* * *

Southern Africa

29 January – The United Nations World Food Programme  (WFP) today welcomed South Africa’s $20 million donation for the agency’s emergency food operation for southern Africa.

The funds will be used by WFP to purchase 100,000 tons of maize in South Africa for distribution to millions of vulnerable people across the region. “This enormous donation comes at a crucial time for WFP’s operations in southern Africa and will undoubtedly help millions of men, women and children cope with food shortages in the months ahead – the most acute period of hunger until the harvest arrives in April-May,” WFP Executive Director James T. Morris said. “It is also encouraging to see South Africa taking a lead role in helping to combat the severe food crisis that is wreaking havoc across the region.”

Today’s announcement follows President Thabo Mbeki’s pledge last year that South Africa would do all it could to help alleviate the current humanitarian crisis in the sub-region. The donation makes South Africa the fifth-largest contributor to WFP’s emergency operation, after the United States, European Union, United Kingdom and Japan.

Already the South African government has greatly aided WFP operations by facilitating the milling of maize in South Africa for distribution in Lesotho and Zimbabwe.

Last year, WFP appealed for $507 million to provide almost one million tons of food aid to millions of vulnerable people in Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Following today’s South African donation, the agency has now received confirmed contributions amounting to 85 per cent of its total tonnage requirements.
* * *

Japan

29 January – Following Japan’s recent announcement that it is correcting the amount of plutonium previously declared to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the United Nations watchdog has acknowledged that the amount of nuclear material transferred to waste storage in that country had not been adequately measured in the past.

IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei stressed that the Agency “remains confident in its conclusion that no nuclear material has been diverted” from the Tokai Reprocessing Plant (TRP).

In a statement issued Tuesday, the IAEA said it has been working with Japanese authorities and the Plant’s operators to introduce improved measurement techniques there. The corrected amounts are expected to be in line with the IAEA’s own independent verification data and based on measurement methodologies endorsed by the Agency.

The Agency has been inspecting the facility since 1977 and in 1996, reached agreement with Japan on random sampling of the high active liquid waste (HALW) transferred in the past to the storage tanks.

The results of the sampling activities, which were conveyed to the Japanese authorities in 1998, indicated differences between IAEA measurements of the material and the operator declarations. During the period from 1997 to 2000 in which the TRP was shut down, studies were undertaken by the IAEA, State authorities and the Japan Nuclear Cycle Development Institute, resulting in further improvements in the techniques used by the operator for sample preparation and analysis to more accurately measure the plutonium content of the material transferred to the HALW storage tanks.

* * *

ICTR

29 January – The top prosecutor for the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) has announced the appointment of a South African lawyer as her deputy.

Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte said Bongani Christopher Majola, who previously was the head of the South African Legal Resources Centre, arrived in Arusha, Tanzania, on Tuesday and would begin work immediately.

Ms. Del Ponte also announced that she has recommended the appointment of Melanie Gertrude Werrett, a British and Zimbabwean national, as the Chief of Prosecutions for the Tribunal.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Afghan" ��BBC - War 'has ruined Afghan  environment'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Drought" ��Newsday - U.N.: War, Drought Devastates Afghanistan�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Management" ��XINHUA NEWS AGENCY - Report calls for environmental management in Afghanistan: UNEP� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Disaster" ��Agence France Presse  -  Afghanistan on brink of natural disaster after decades of war��� HYPERLINK  \l "War" ��Associated Press Online - U.N.: War, Drought Devastates Afghanistan� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Assessment" ��PakNews.Com - Afghanistan Post-Conflict Assessment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Afghanistan" ��Las Vegas Sun - U.N.: War, Drought Devastates Afghanistan�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Council" ��AFP - UNEP to hold five-day Governing Council session from February 3� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nairobi" ��Canadian News - Environment Ministers to attend … Nairobi�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Waiver" �� NY Times - U.S. to Seek Waiver on Weed Killer Harmful to Ozone Layer�
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