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Electric Car Finally On Kenyan Roads 

The East African Standard (Nairobi) 
NEWS
January 29, 2004 
Posted to the web January 29, 2004 

By Chris Mbaisi
Nairobi 
The first electric car is now on Kenyan roads. Except for the burr of the electric motors, the vehicle is noiseless, has no exhaust and does not pollute the environment. 

The car, the only one of its kind in the country, arrived three months ago. 

It is owned by Mr Sean Adrian Khan, a programme officer at United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep). 

According to Khan, the Toyota RAV 4 EV, operates entirely on electricity and neither uses petrol nor diesel. 

The car shown to journalists on Tuesday has an onboard charger and requires a full charge of 240 VAC/30 amps for a period of four hours. 

Alternatively, the car can also be given a full charge in 10 minutes using another special charger, which Khan said he does not have yet. 

He said charging for the same period gives him an equivalent of a full tank of petrol which can cover about 150 km. 

He said the car consumes about 24 kilowatts of power per full charge. 

He added that new lithium ion batteries are in the process of being introduced and once in the market, the car will be able to cover double the distance (300 km) with one charge. 

The car, he says, does not use oil, fan belts, exhaust, alternator, air filter and a host of the usual car parts that need regular maintenance. He said all he needs to replace in the car are brake pads and shock absorbers. 

"Compared with its petrol version that gets 10 km per litre of petrol, it costs an equivalent of Sh10 per litre of fuel or one shilling for every kilometre driven," Khan said, making the new car 80 per cent cheaper to operate than the conventional vehicle. 

He said buying the car on the second-hand market did not only cost less than the petrol version, but was also comparatively easier to run. 

The reconditioned version of the car goes for around Sh600,000. 

The car produces no fumes and is extremely quiet, travelling 110 km on a full "tank" with a maximum speed of 125 kph. The car is also equipped with air conditioning, heated seats, power windows and all the unnecessary options needed when operating in the Kenyan climate. 

Like a regular car, it has a fuel gauge, which indicates when to fill up and a few other smarts to help increase efficiency. 

"For instance, regenerative braking is an option that converts the kinetic energy into electric power and in the process re-charges the batteries while braking on a downhill cruise. 

The car, he said has special low rolling resistance tyres (LRR) which reduce friction while improving efficiency by as much as 15 per cent. 

Khan says the car costs US$7,000 (Sh546,000) at the used market in Japan. 

In the United States second-hand market, the car goes for approximately US$25,000 (Sh1.9 million) while a new one costs US$46,000 (Sh3.6 million). 

Khan said the tariff on the car when importing was less compared to petrol cars as it was considered a non-pollutant. He said a similar used car is expected in Kenya soon. 

He adds, however, that there are only 800 'all electric' RAV 4's around the world. 

BBC

Frying pan fumes 'kill canaries' 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


Fumes given off by cancer-causing chemicals used to make non-stick frying pans are killing hundreds of pet birds every year, environmentalists say. 
The Worldwide Fund for Nature says it is hearing reports that many US caged birds are being killed by the fumes. 

It says the chemicals, perfluorinated compounds, are also contaminating both people and wildlife with grave effects. 

The chemicals industry says it doubts that birds exposed to ordinary levels of the compounds could die from them. 

Guilty till proved harmless 
In a report, Causes For Concern: Chemicals and Wildlife, WWF says the compounds, also used in some textiles and food packaging, are among "the most prominent new toxic hazards". 

It sounds highly unlikely to me that birds exposed to perfluorinated compounds in normal household conditions would be killed 
Judith Hackitt, Chemical Industries Association 

It says: "Scientists have found perfluorinated compounds, classified as cancer-causing chemicals by the US Environmental Protection Agency, in dolphins, whales and cormorants in the Mediterranean, seals and sea eagles in the Baltic, and polar bears." 

Elizabeth Salter-Green, head of WWF's toxics programme, said: "Years ago, coal miners took canaries with them down the pits to detect lethal gases. 

"Now, canaries are dying in our kitchens, but no action is being taken about the suspect chemicals. 

"The global production of chemicals is increasing, and at the same time we have warning signals that a variety of troubling threats to wildlife and human health are becoming more prevalent. 

"It is reckless to suggest there is no link between the two and give chemicals the benefit of the doubt." 

WWF says while the harmful effects of chemicals like DDT and polychlorinated biphenyls have been documented, recent studies of other chemicals on sale today show the dangers to people and wildlife. 

It says: "As well as perfluorinated compounds other harmful man-made chemicals still in use today include phthalates, phenolic compounds - such as bisphenol A - and brominated flame retardants (BFRs). 

"Phthalates can be found in plastics (including PVC), phenolic compounds in food cans, plastic bottles and computer casings, and BFRs in fabrics and TVs. 

Brussels' approach defended 
"These toxic compounds, which contaminate a wide range of animals, can cause severe health disorders such as cancer, damage to the immune system, behavioural problems, hormone disruption, or even feminisation." 

WWF says the European Union's planned legislation, Reach (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals) does not go far enough. 

It says Reach "falls short of ensuring that hazardous chemicals are replaced with safer alternatives". 

Judith Hackitt, director-general of the UK's Chemical Industries Association, told BBC News Online: "It sounds highly unlikely to me that birds exposed to perfluorinated compounds in normal household conditions would be killed. 

"With them and the other chemicals WWF is concerned about, the industry is spending a lot on investigating them. 

"And with Reach, it's a big assumption to say replacement won't happen - I think it will." 

Story from BBC NEWS:

ENS

Norwegian Shipwreck Under Investigation as Oil Slick Spreads 

BERGEN, Norway, January 29, 2004 (ENS) - The Norwegian bulk carrier Rocknes that capsized near Bergen with a load of stone last week has been successfully towed to a deep water quay offshore. An estimated 300 tons of marine fuel leaked from the wreck, and up to 180 tons are left on board. The heavy oil has spread for 15 kilometers (nine miles) along fjords northwest of Bergen. 

Volunteers from local municipalities Friday began the cleanup of oil along the shores of the Vatlastraumen straits, from the wreck of the Antigua and Barbuda flagged state Rocknes. Firefighters, military and civil defense personnel participated in the cleanup. 

The International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) has begun a wildlife rescue operation to save seabirds from the effects of the spilled oil. 

IFAW’s Barbara Callaghan rehabilitates an eider duck rescued from an oil spill off the coast of Bergen, Norway. (Photo by N. Jenkins courtesy IFAW)
The wreck is now moored at a deep water pier in the Coast Centre Base in Aagotnes on the island of Sotra, according to the "Scandinavian Shipping Gazette." 

The Rocknes was towed upside down in an operation that took 14 vessels, including four tugboats, a large floating lift and a support vessel - about five hours to go the seven miles from the Vatlestraumen Strait near Bergen to the Aagotnes shipyard. 

The towage vessels all flew their flags at half-mast to honor the 18 seamen, including the captain, who lost their lives when the Rocknes turned over on the night of January 19. 

The pilot survived and testified in Bergen on Monday and Tuesday at a joint maritime inquiry launched by Norway and the flag state of Antigua and Barbuda into the cause of the accident 

The police, using a remote operated vehicle, found traces of antifouling paint on the sea bottom which indicates that the Rocknes may have hit an underwater rock just before it capsized. 

Testimony at the inquiry revealed that the loading equipment at the terminal where the Rocknes loaded 23,400 tons of gravel was too short for a vessel as large as the Rocknes, so the load of gravel she was carrying was not evenly distributed in the cargo hold, according to the "Norway Post." 

Divers will now try to enter the wreck in investigate conditions aboard and attempt to recover more bodies, as only five have been found. 

Smit Salvage of Rotterdam has the salvage contract and will then begin attempts to right the vessel, which is owned by Norwegian company Jebsen Management. The salvage operation may yield further clues as to the causes of the accident. 

The Rocknes oil slick can be seen in this aerial photograph. (Photo courtesy Kystverket)
As the oil slick continues to spread along the Norwegian coast, IFAW's team of experts from Brazil, Canada, Germany, the UK, and the United States is working with local Norwegian groups to determine how much wildlife has been affected by the spill. 

Initial reports estimate that more than 10,000 birds are in the fjord system and about 1,000 have been oiled, IFAW said Wednesday. 

Eider ducks and herring gulls have been most heavily impacted and there is concern for a nature reserve further north, which contains rare velvet scoters and long-tailed ducks. A drop of oil the size of a quarter is enough to kill a bird, IFAW says. 

The bird rescuers are setting up a rehabilitation center in an old warehouse on the Island of Askoy and an appeal through the Norwegian media has led to volunteers offering the use of their boats. IFAW's five teams are directing a search and rescue operation to find oiled birds along the rocky coastline and the first birds have begun arriving at the center. 

"This has already been a terrible human tragedy and that is, of course, everyone's first concern," said Paul Kelway, manager of IFAW's Emergency Response Oil Spill Team. "We are just hoping that we can help the local groups ensure this is not a wildlife tragedy as well." 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

30 January 2004

General environment news
Flood alert issued in southern and central Mozambique 
Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - Water management boards in the southern and central regions of Mozambique are calling on people living near the banks of the Maputo, Incomati, Limpopo and Buzi rivers to take the necessary precautions following the swelling of water levels due to persistent heavy rains in the areas and in neighboring countries. The Southern Regional Water Board Management said that road traffic between Moamba and Sabie, in Maputo province, through the bridge over the Incomati River, has been suspended because of flooding. Since Wednesday morning, the water level in Limpopo River in Gaza province has been recording a steady rise. This rise may reach flood alert level in the area of Combomune sometime before the end of the week. In the central region, readings at the Goonda hydrographic station on the Buzi, show that the river's height reached the alert level of five metres Wednesday morning. In the central province of Manica, the ferry across the Lucite River has been paralyzed because of floods. Flood has also isolated two districts in Manica, Tambara in the north of the province, and Mossurize in the south from the rest of the province and the country. If the river remains impassable, the only alternative will be to go to Mossurize via Zimbabwe.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng029345&dte=29/01/2004
Madagascar: Tropical Cyclone "Elita" Causes Significant Damage
UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: One person has been killed and hundreds left without shelter after a tropical cyclone hammered the northwestern coastal town of Mahajanga in Madagascar on Wednesday evening. Aid workers on Thursday told IRIN the number of people affected by the heavy rains had yet to be confirmed, but preliminary reports released by the government indicated that almost 200 houses and five administrative buildings had been destroyed in the town. The cyclone was accompanied by winds averaging 200 km/h, with gusts as strong as 210 km/h. Local authorities have appealed for medicines to prevent the spread of waterborne diseases, while 30 mt of rice, four mt of sugar, building materials and mosquito nets are needed to assist affected households. Madagascar is now in the middle of its cyclone season.  'Elita' is the first cyclone, which has caused significant damage so far. In May last year, tropical cyclone Manou battered the country's east coast, leaving 70 people dead and about 115,000 in need of assistance.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401290533.html
Aids Virus Killing Africa's Lions - Research
The Nation (Nairobi): New evidence shows that Aids is not just killing millions of people in Africa but the lions as well, threatening the mere existence of the big cats in the continent. The dramatic reduction of animals in the continent from an estimated 230,000 in 1980 to about 18,000 now, set researchers to question whether the cats were just being decimated by the traditional threat of loss of natural habitat and hunting. Recently the New Scientist reported that the lion population had dropped to 23,000, but some researchers have long argued the figure is closer to 15,000. Some UN experts estimate it is between 12,000 and 18,000. However better research technology in virology and field research has indicated that a large number of the cats could be dying from Aids because their immune system has been destroyed by lion lentivirus, the lion version of HIV also called Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV). In research finding which have been extensively reported in the western media, in December, it is the first time lentvirus – discovered 10 years ago in parts of Africa and Asia - has been blamed for the death of lions. The current research has been carried out for about six years in Botswana, a country of just 1.7 million people that has the highest recorded rate of HIV infection in the world - 40 per cent in some towns. British researcher Kate Nicholls and her Dutch partner Pieter Kat working at the Okavango Lion Conservation Project in Botswana saw clear parallels between human and lion Aids.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401290009.html
ECZ Urges Govt to Help Put Up Re-Cycling Facilities
The Post (Lusaka): THE Environmental Council of Zambia (ECZ) has urged the government to put up incentives that will encourage people to acquire re-cycling facilities in order to manage plastic waste. In an interview yesterday, acting senior communications officer Ireen Lungu said that ECZ has no legal provision to force companies that produce products with disposable plastic containers to pick them up. She said such companies had to apply the producer responsibility principle by ensuring that the waste coming from their companies was properly managed. Lungu said putting up of recycling facilities tied up with the Environmental Initiative Assessment regulation. She said there was need to come up with an environmental management plan that would take care of the entire process of the product's life cycle.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401290583.html
Manuel's Pollution Taxes Aim to Clean Up Industry
Business Day (Johannesburg): Companies will face additional financial pressure as they will be forced to make a fast switch to cleaner technologies. The environmental tax reforms to be mooted by Finance Minister Trevor Manuel in his February 18 budget would not impose an additional tax burden on the system, the environmental affairs and tourism department said yesterday. However, the move is likely to infuriate certain sectors, as it will place extra financial pressure on industrial companies to make a fast switch to clean technologies. The reforms are designed to reduce SA's air and waste pollution levels, and raise the country's global profile in the area of environmental tax reform. This plan to tackle pressing environmental matters will see Manuel "tweaking" the existing tax structures in other sectors such as the petroleum and energy industries, whose operations have a detrimental effect on the environment. Manuel gave consumers and industry a taste of his environmental tax reform plans in October last year, when he introduced a R10/kg levy

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 30 January 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

CHEJU Strives to Master Hosting Int'l Meetings
Korea Times, 29 Jan 04 (By Byun Duk-kun, Staff Reporter) - The country’s southern resort island of Cheju is transforming itself into a venue for a series of international meetings and conferences and has joined a race to host the 2005 Summit Meeting of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) scheduled for November 2005. 

... The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) will hold its 8th special

session of governing council and 5th global ministerial environment forum

on Cheju ...

http://times.hankooki.com/lpage/nation/200401/kt2004012917325311960.htm 

China faces serious challenges for sustainable development 
Interfax, China, 29 Jan 04 - The small size of Chinese companies in some industries and the lack of sophisticated training and experience will pose major challenges to China in its efforts to achieve sustainable development in the future, said Bjorn Stigson, the president of the World Business Council for Sustainable Development.
…In answering a question raised by Interfax about whether China will find enough resources to meet its GDP growth targets (with per capita GDP rising to USD 4,000) in 2020, Stigson said, "When Klaus Topfler, head of the United Nations Environment Program offered his negative opinion on this issue last year, I was with him. Indeed it would be very hard for China to achieve that without leaving a significant impact on the world resource market. We all hope that China will meet its goals, but it is hard to make a certain judgment about that," said Stigson. 
http://www.interfax.com/com?item=Chin&pg=0&id=5683812&req= 

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP news update – 30 January 2004

UN and UNEP News

FAO and WHO join the efforts of China in prevention and control of bird flue

People’s Daily 2004-01-30
After the first case of bird flue was found on 27 January, 2004 at a farm in the southern Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region in the Chinese mainland, officials from the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Health had a meeting with the Resident Representatives of FAO and WHO in China in the same day and informed them of the case. Both side expressed their willingness to work together to prevent and control this fast spreading disease.

General Environment News

Eight measures mapped out to fight bird flu virus
Xinhua net 2004-01-30

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao on Thursday urged local governments and relevant departments to earnestly implement eight major measures in an emergent effort to prevent and control the spread of the bird flu virus. The eight measures were decided by the 37th executive meeting of the State Council, which was presided over by the premier on 
http://news.xi nhuanet.com/english/2004-01/30/content_1291161.htm
Chinese Wetland area ranks first in Asia

Chine Environment News 2004-01-30

According to the first national-wide investigation on the wetland resource, the total area of wetland in China reach 38.48 million hectares which rank first in Asia and fourth in the world in term of area. Among that, the area of natural wetland accounts for 94% of the total wetland area. The area of marshes, lakes, rivers and coastal wetland is 13.70 million hectares, 8.35 million hectares, 8.20 million hectares and 5.94 million hectares, respectively. About 271 water birds inhabit in the wetland. Totally 353 wetland nature reserves have been established in China including 46 national-level wetland nature reserves and 121 provincial-level wetland nature reserves. 

Leaders call for vigilance on virus
China Daily Economic Daily 2004-01-29

President Hu Jintao and Premier Wen Jiabao have stressed that the prevention and control work against bird flu should be conducted effectively based on scientific knowledge and in line with the law, following the confirmation of China's first bird flu cases on Tuesday.

http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/en/doc/2004-01/29/content_301290.htm
South-to-North Water Diversion Project in China

China Environment News 2004-01-29

State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) of China has issued “Guidelines on Development of the Pollution Control Programs for the Eastern Route Water Diversion Project”. It was requested that waste water should be minimized at the headwater areas and the re-utilization rate of the waste water and the utilization rate of agriculture irrigation water should be increased. The water quality standards for the target areas were also specified as one important component.

Taocha Water Quality Autonomous Monitoring Station was put into operation recently which is the first water quality autonomous monitoring station at the headwater areas of the Middle Route Water Diversion Project of China, with the total investment of 3 million RMB (US$ 366 thousand). The monitoring data will be transmitted to SEPA and relevant agencies through the satellite for continuous and long-distance synchronal monitoring of the quality of drinking water at the headwater areas.

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

Water plant on way

A BD1.48 million consultancy contract has been awarded to a British- American consortium for a new desalination plant in Hidd, with a capacity to produce 60 million gallons daily. 

Binnie Black & Veatch has already started work on the design stage of the plant, which will form the third phase of the Hidd power and water project, said Electricity and Water Under-Secretary Dr Abdul Majeed Al Awadhi.

"The third phase constitutes a water plant which will use steam from the second phase power and water station already in operation," he told the GDN.

"The consultant will prepare the tender for the main contract which is expected to be awarded after the summer.

"The contract for the multi-stage flash plant will be awarded by the end of the year, and the project's completion period is two years."

Dr Al Awadhi said the new plant would help meet Bahrain's increasing demand for water in the coming years.

The current production is 71m gallons a day. This includes 30m gallons from Hidd, 25m gallons from Sitra, 13m gallons from Ras Abu Jarjour and 3m gallons from Al Dur. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=72694&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26314
UAE

ERWDA's strategy is a huge success

The Emirates Centre for Wildlife Propagation - Houbara Bustard Captive Breeding Programme at Maisori, Morocco, has emerged as one of the leading institutions in the world. 

The centre, established by the President, His Highness Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, in 1995, now represents a leading concept for the sustainable management of the houbara bustard population, according to Majid Al Mansouri, Secretary-General of the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA). 

Briefing a European Union (EU) media delegation visiting the country to view achievements made by the UAE in the conservation of environment and wildlife, he said the centre had achieved significant success as all its programmes had matured in its strategy to become a coherent and integrated project organised as a network of specialised stations managing a controlled hunting area.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/january/theuae_january582.xml
__________________________________________________________________________
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Condemning bloodshed, Annan implores Israelis and Palestinians to pursue peace

*
Annan tells European Parliament that better migration policies will benefit all

*
Iraq, Cyprus continue to be focus of Annan’s talks with European leaders in Belgium

*
Explosions strike Chadian border town, killing two – UN refugee agency

*
UN food agency appeals anew for urgent aid for Sudanese refugees in Chad
*
UN mission’s partner organization starts aid convoy in eastern DR Congo

*
Top UN relief official heads to Ukraine, Belarus after wrapping up trip to Russia

*
UN extends family entitlements across legally recognized marriages, partnerships

*
Annan appoints monitors for Somali arms embargo

*
Afghanistan: UN Mission steps up moves to help women register for polls

*
Expert panel at UN on women’s rights finds mixed progress – chairperson

* * * * 

Middle East

29 January – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today deplored the latest spate of bloodshed in the Middle East and urged the Israelis and the Palestinians to pursue an enduring settlement to their conflict.

In a statement released in Brussels, Mr. Annan repeated his longstanding condemnation of those who resort to the violence and terror that have claimed innocent lives in the region.

“Once again I appeal, to Israelis and Palestinians alike, to rise above feelings of anger and vengeance, however natural, and to devote all their energies to negotiating a true and lasting peace in which two peoples will live side by side, each in their own State,” he said.

Meanwhile in Geneva, the Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, condemned “in the strongest possible terms” today’s terrorist bus bombing in Jerusalem. He extended condolences to the families of the victims of this “despicable criminal act.”

Mr. Ramcharan also appealed for a rallying of public sentiment against terrorism. “Indiscriminate attacks on civilians are illegal acts aimed at the destruction of the most basic human rights,” he said. “Justice must be meted out to terrorists in accordance with international human rights law.”

* * *

Migration

29 January – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged the European Union to better manage its legal immigration and strengthen the capacity of developing countries to give refugees adequate protection.

“Migrants need Europe, but Europe also needs migrants,” Mr. Annan told the European Parliament at a ceremony where he received the 2004 Andrei Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought. A closed Europe would be “meaner, poorer, weaker, older” than an open Europe, which would be “fairer, richer, stronger, younger.”

“Without immigration, the population of the soon-to-be 25 member States of the EU [European Union] – 452 million in 2000 – would drop to under 400 million people by 2050,” he said. “Were this to happen, jobs would go unfilled and services undelivered. Your economies would shrink and your societies could stagnate.”

Noting that the Russian Federation, Japan and other Asian countries faced similar problems, he said immigration was an inevitable part of the solution.

“I would therefore encourage European states to open up greater avenues for legal migration – for skilled and unskilled workers, for family reunification and economic improvement, for temporary and permanent immigrants,” Mr. Annan said.

Without minimizing the difficulties that migration could bring, he pointed out that migrants have made enormous contributions in science, academia, sports, the arts and government, “including some of you as members of this Parliament.”

He also noted that 7 out of 10 refugees fled to developing countries, where resources are far more stretched and human rights standards more uneven than those in Europe. The EU should be among those helping to strengthen the capacity of poor countries to provide protection and solutions for refugees, he said.

He added that “when refugees cannot seek asylum because of offshore barriers, or are detained for excessive periods in unsatisfactory conditions, or are refused entry because of restrictive interpretations of the [1951 Refugee] Convention, the asylum system is broken and the promise of the Convention is broken, too.”

European States, he said, should move towards a system processing of claims jointly and sharing responsibilities for refugees.

Above all, the Secretary-General advocated global partnerships to ensure that migration serves the interests of all.

* * *

Secretary-General

29 January – The situation in Iraq and efforts to revive talks to settle the Cyprus problem continued to be the focus of discussions today between United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan and senior European officials in Belgium.

Mr. Annan met early Thursday with the President of the European Parliament, Pat Cox, for a discussion that touched primarily on Iraq and Cyprus. The Secretary-General also held an exchange with members of the Parliament’s Committee for Foreign Affairs, taking questions from them on relations between the United Nations and the European Union (EU), Iraq, Afghanistan, Cyprus, UN reform and the fight against AIDS, according to a UN spokesperson in New York.

Just before he received the Sakharov Prize, the Secretary-General met with relatives of UN staff members killed in the 19 August bomb blast at the UN offices in Baghdad, as well as one person, Gilburt Loescher, who had been in the office of Special Representative Sergio Vieira de Mello at the time of the explosion.

At a press conference that followed the award ceremony, the Secretary-General mentioned the good discussions he had last week with Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Cyprus, saying that what is important is that Turkey has clearly indicated its willingness to see negotiations resume.

“They will support and actively play a role in the negotiations. The effort will be sustained until we come to a conclusion, and they also are aware that it has to be done before 1st May,” the Secretary-General said, referring to the date when 10 new members will join the EU, including Cyprus.

On the Road Map peace plan for the Middle East, the Secretary-General said, “It is in distress, but it is not dead.” He appealed once more to the leaders to get back to the table, and to make reciprocal and parallel concessions and take confidence-building measures to move the process ahead.

After a lunch with the European Parliament party group leaders, the Secretary-General began an official visit to Belgium, beginning with an audience with His Majesty King Albert II.

Mr. Annan then met with Foreign Minister Louis Michel for talks that focused largely on central Africa, including the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Burundi. Their talks also touched on the conflict areas of Afghanistan, the Middle East, Iraq and Cyprus.

Also today, the Belgian Foreign Minister responded to Mr. Annan’s appeal for financial assistance to his High-level Panel on Change by announcing a €250,000 (euro) contribution.

The Secretary-General’s programme for this evening includes a meeting with the President of Cyprus, Tassos Papadopoulos.

* * *

Sudan

29 January – A series of explosions – probably from aerial bombings – near a Chadian border town yesterday has killed at least two people, wounded 15 others and forced aid workers to relocate hundreds of Sudanese refugees, the United Nations refugee agency reported today.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said local authorities in Tine, a Chadian town close to Sudan’s war-torn Darfur region, informed them that seven explosions rocked an area just outside the area where Sudanese refugees had been gathering.

The blasts killed a 28-year-old man and his two-year-old daughter. Two of the wounded, who both have serious injuries, are being treated at a hospital in Tine.

UNHCR staff registering refugees in the area moved into Tine before the explosions when they were told of rising tensions. The refugees and all but two of the UNHCR team have since been moved away from Tine.

An estimated 113,000 Sudanese refugees have crossed the border near towns such as Tine since early last year when fighting broke out in Darfur between forces loyal to the Sudanese Government and the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA).

Many of the refugees have been reporting attacks – including aerial bombings – on their villages in Sudan. The refugees have also suffered from cross-border raids on their makeshift shelters in Chad’s barren east by militia groups.

UNHCR staff had been registering refugees near Tine and two other sites since Sunday. The agency is attempting to transfer many of the refugees to newly constructed, safer camps further inside Chad.

The blasts have occurred as the UN’s most senior human rights envoy expressed his deep concern about the “deteriorating human rights and humanitarian situation in Darfur.”

In a statement issued today, Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan cited reports of systematic human rights abuses of unarmed civilians as well as the burning and looting of villages.

Mr. Ramcharan urged the parties to the Darfur conflict to stop the violence and allow humanitarian workers full access to civilians. He also said they should back an independent inquiry to assess the situation in Darfur.

Mr. Ramcharan called on Khartoum to investigate reported atrocities by militias in Darfur and punish anyone found responsible, and to let a fact-finding team from the Commission on Human Rights visit Sudan.

* * *

Chad

29 January – With the number of refugees pouring into the barren savannahs of eastern Chad from the ongoing conflict in western Sudan now reaching more than 110,000, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has renewed its appeal to international donors for $11 million to meet the growing humanitarian crisis.

The flood of refugees, with an estimated 18,000 people crossing the border in panic in the last few days alone, puts more pressure on dwindling food supplies in the region. WFP needs the money to buy 14,000 tons of food from local farmers before the rainy season in May cuts road links.

“After walking several days with their babies and few belongings on their backs, WFP’s emergency food rations represent a vital lifeline” for those affected by the crisis, the Rome-based agency said. 

The agency is also seeking nearly $40 million to help feed the internally displaced people (IDPs) over a five-month period.

Fighting between forces loyal to the Sudanese Government and the Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM) in the three states of Darfur in the western part of Africa’s largest country, has disrupted the livelihood of an estimated 1 million people.

“The extent of human suffering is evident from the newly displaced still arriving in camps,” WFP said. “Many are injured, others are exhausted from their long journey to safety while some of the children are sick and malnourished. Many people recount stories of having their homes burnt to the ground and their belongings and food looted.”

Around 40 per cent of new arrivals are children under five who are already severely undernourished as a result of the drought in southern Sudan, making their little bodies badly equipped to fight off disease, it added. 

Many have diarrhoea and respiratory infections, their suffering further exacerbated by extreme desert temperatures, ranging from zero degrees celsius at night to 30 degrees during the day.

Shelter materials, firewood and water are extremely scarce due to the harsh desert environment. Although local people have given as much help as they can, they are poor farmers who live from hand to mouth and cannot cope with additional demands, according to WFP.

* * *

MONUC

29 January – A convoy carrying food and other assistance is rolling along the road from Bukavu to Mwenga in the eastern region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) distributing needed items to families, the United Nations mission in the country (MONUC) reported today.

The operation by a MONUC partner, the CARITAS social service agency, started yesterday and is expected to last for several weeks. It will serve 5,500 families, MONUC said, mainly internally displaced persons (IDPs) who fled their homes during an attack by Interahamwe militia about two months ago.

Meanwhile, MONUC spokesman Hamadoun Toure said the Special Representative of the Secretary-General and MONUC chief William Lacy Swing would go to UN headquarters in New York and to Washington, DC, to take part in meetings on the DRC’s transition to an elected government.

Mr. Swing plans to meet representatives of the over 50 countries which contribute troops and police to MONUC. He will also attend a high-level meeting of developed countries on the formation of a unified army and integrated police force in each of several African countries, Mr. Toure said.

In Washington, the MONUC chief is slated to update United States Congressmen on the situation in DRC and the Mission’s work, and to meet representatives of humanitarian and human rights non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

* * *

Russian Federation

29 January – The senior United Nations relief official is heading to Ukraine and Belarus today after wrapping up a five-day official visit to the Russian Federation, where he held high-level talks in Moscow and travelled to Chechnya and Ingushetia to observe the humanitarian situation in those republics.

In his talks with Russian officials, Mr. Egeland raised a wide range of issues related to cooperation between the UN and Russia in the North Caucasus and elsewhere. They also discussed the feasibility of increasing Russia’s participation in international humanitarian operations by involving its logistic, transportation and human resources, and agreed that concrete forms of cooperation would be worked out through a mission of UN experts.

While in Chechnya and Ingushetia, Mr. Egeland, the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, received assurances from both federal and local authorities that the operational environment and security conditions for the humanitarian community there would be improved, and that the principle of voluntary return of the displaced persons to Chechnya from Ingushetia would be observed. He was also assured that there would be no deadline for the closure of tent camps in Ingushetia.

Mr. Egeland also stressed the need to secure the earliest release of Arjan Erkel, a relief worker abducted in the North Caucasus 18 months ago. 

In further talks with the Russian Government, Mr. Egeland discussed the response to the consequences of the Chernobyl disaster and suggested that a new policy forum be established for discussing cooperation between Russian and UN counterparts related to Chernobyl. Russian officials expressed support for the UN’s intention to shift from relief to development in working with people affected by Chernobyl.

Mr. Egeland’s trip to Ukraine and Belarus, countries that also suffer the effects of the nuclear disaster, will continue to focus on the issue.

* * * 

Marriages

29 January – Secretary-General Kofi Annan announced today that any United Nations staff legally married or part of a legally recognized domestic partnership in their home country will be entitled to qualify for the entitlements provided for family members.

In an administrative bulletin issued to UN staff today but not scheduled to take effect until Sunday, Mr. Annan said the marriage or partnership must be recognized as valid by the laws of the country of the staff member’s nationality.

When a staff member has dual nationality, the UN will recognize the nationality “with which the staff member is most closely associated for purposes of the Staff Regulations and Rules.”

Mr. Annan said the decision “will continue to ensure respect for the social, religious and cultural diversity of the Member States and of their nationals.”

As part of the new rule, the UN will ask the relevant Permanent Mission to the UN to confirm the legal validity of the staff member’s marriage or domestic partnership.

A UN spokeswoman, responding to press questions at a briefing in New York, said the change is in keeping with the long-standing UN principle that issues of personal status should be determined by the law of the staff member’s home country.

She noted that there has been a growing trend recently among several countries to recognize same-sex marriages and domestic partnerships of the same or different sex, and the bulletin simply reflected the trend.

She said that in cases such as the United States, where the marital law varies between states of the one country, the UN would act on the basis of decisions by that country’s federal government.

The spokeswoman added that the UN did not know how many people the rule would affect or how much it would cost, but it expected the number of claimants to be small.

* * *

Somalia

29 January – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, responding to a Security Council request, has appointed a panel of experts to monitor violations of the arms embargo against Somalia during the coming six months.

The four members, who will be based in Nairobi, Kenya, are Melvin E. Holt of the United States, Li Changseng of China, John Tambi of Sierra Leone and Joel Salek of Colombia, according to a letter to the Council made public today.

Meanwhile, in the Lower Juba region of southern Somalia, a UN staff member was abducted earlier in the day, according to the Office of the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia.

“The UN is in communication with the de facto authorities in the region that are taking steps to secure the release of the staff member,” the Office said, without naming the victim.

* * * 

Afghanistan

29 January – The United Nations Mission to Afghanistan reported today that it is intensifying efforts to support women’s participation in the electoral process, focusing its initiatives on those cities where the female turnout to register to vote is low.

Staff from the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) this week met local officials in Kunduz, where women comprise about 17 per cent of the people who have registered since the process began in early December.

A UNAMA spokesman said officials agreed on the need for more public education for women in the area. Mobile radio broadcasts encouraging women to register to vote will be stepped up.

In Kandahar, where female registration is also low, UNAMA staff and local women’s leaders have devised a strategy to make daily announcements of voter registration rates to increase local awareness.

The spokesman said measures are also being taken in Gardez and Jalalabad to boost the female voter registration rates.

Voter registration for the national presidential and parliamentary elections, scheduled for later this year, is confined so far to Afghanistan’s eight major cities. Registration is expected to follow across the rural parts of the country once security improves.

Women make up just over 22 per cent of the 628,964 registered Afghans, according to UNAMA. Up to 10 million Afghans are estimated to be eligible to become registered voters.

* * *

Women

29 January – The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, currently in session at United Nations Headquarters in New York, has found signs of progress in fighting bias along with the persistence of gender stereotypes, its chairperson said today.

“We welcome the fact that in almost all countries, there are new laws and legal reforms and efforts to strengthen those national machineries for women,” Feride Acar told a press briefing. “There is a significant improvement in efforts to implement the Convention, both de facto and de jure, in all States parties that we examined.”

The Committee, which monitors implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, is examining reports from Belarus, Bhutan, Ethiopia, Germany, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal and Nigeria during the current session, which ends on Friday.

“We also once again noted that one of the major difficulties with women’s human rights right now on the basis of these reports is that there continues to be the persistence of stereotypes,” Ms. Acar continued. Entrenched stereotypes may manifest in different ways, “but nonetheless there is a commonality in being disadvantageous for women and discriminatory towards women.”

She hailed evidence of “significant efforts” to incorporate the Convention’s principles into the national domestic laws, and noted that a number of national courts have recently made explicit reference to the Convention when ruling on discrimination cases.

“More and more, States are adopting laws against violence against women, including domestic violence,” she said, while cautioning that much needs to be done “at the stage of implementation.” 

* *** *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
Feride Acar, the chairperson of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women is here with us already, and she will join us in a few minutes to brief you on the work of Committee’s thirtieth session which began on the 12th and runs until the 30th of January.

**Statement Attributable to the Secretary-General on Middle East
Earlier today, the Secretary-General, who as you know is in Brussels, issued a statement there.  In it, he says the following:

“Once again violence and terror have claimed innocent lives in the Middle East.  Once again I condemn those who resort to such methods.  Once again I appeal, to Israelis and Palestinians alike, to rise above feelings of anger and vengeance, however natural, and to devote all their energies to negotiating a true and lasting peace in which two peoples will live side by side, each in their own State.”

Also on this issue, the Acting UN Human Rights Commissioner Bertrand Ramcharan condemned in the strongest possible terms the terrorist bombing today of a bus in Jerusalem.

In a statement released by his office, he extends his heartfelt condolences to the families of the victims of this despicable criminal act.

That full text is available upstairs as well.

**SG/Migration Speech
The Secretary-General today received the Andrei Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought from the European Parliament in Brussels, and said he was proud to accept the award in memory of Sergio Vieira de Mello and the many other UN staff who have lost their lives working for peace in the world.

He told the Parliament that the international community needs to manage the movement of people across borders far better than we do, and encouraged European States to open greater avenues for legal migration.

“Migrants need Europe”, he said.  “But Europe also needs migrants.  A closed Europe would be a meaner, poorer, weaker, older Europe.  An open Europe will be a fairer, richer, stronger, younger Europe –- provided you manage migration well.”

We have copies of the text as delivered upstairs.

**SG Travels
And just before he received the Sakharov Prize, the Secretary-General met with relatives of UN staff members killed in Baghdad last August 19, as well as one person, Gilburt Loescher, who had been in Sergio Vieira de Mello’s office at the time of the blast.

Earlier, he had met with the President of the European Parliament, Pat Cox, with whom he had primarily discussed Iraq and Cyprus.  He also held an exchange with members of the Parliament’s Committee for Foreign Affairs, taking questions from them on UN-EU relations, Iraq, Afghanistan, Cyprus, UN reform and the fight against AIDS.

At a press conference that followed the award ceremony, the Secretary-General mentioned the good discussions he had last week with the Turkish Prime Minister on Cyprus, saying that what is important is that Turkey has clearly indicated its willingness to see negotiations resume.  He said that the effort will be sustained until we come to a conclusion, which must be done before May 1.

We will have the complete Secretary-General’s travel as a press release out, as you know.

**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan today reported an increase in activities across that country in support of women’s participation in the electoral process.

The Mission met this week with Afghan officials in Kunduz, where women comprise just 17 per cent of those who have registered to vote, and with local women’s leaders in Kandahar, where women currently make up just 18 per cent of registered voters.  Also, a campaign was launched in Gardez to encourage women and men to register to vote, among other activities to boost participation by Afghan women.

As of today, more than 628,000 Afghans have registered to vote -– more than 488,000 men and 140,000 women.

We have more details in the briefing notes from Kabul on this subject.

**Sudan
The UN refugee agency says a series of explosions, apparently from aerial bombings, struck areas around a Chadian town on the border with Sudan, leaving at least two persons dead and 15 others wounded and prompting aid workers to relocate hundreds of Sudanese refugees in the area.

You can read more about this on the UNHCR Web site.

And regarding this matter, the acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, today expressed concern over the deteriorating human rights and humanitarian situation in Darfur, western Sudan from where these refugees in Chad are fleeing.

Systematic human rights abuses against unarmed civilians have been reported, as well as the burning and looting of villages, causing massive internal displacement and an outflow of refugees.

**Democratic Republic of Congo – Humanitarian Convoy
And then, according to the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, a large humanitarian aid convoy left the eastern town of Bukavu yesterday to deliver supplies to remote villages along a 150-kilometre road.

The operation targets over 5,000 displaced families who fled their homes after attacks perpetrated by Interhamwe militia two months ago.

The convoy is being organized by the aid agency CARITAS.  The UN Mission is providing military escort and repairing the road as the convoy advances.

**Egeland
Also on a humanitarian issue, the UN’s chief humanitarian official, Jan Egeland, finished today an official visit to the Russian Federation.

In discussions with Russian officials Egeland brought up a wide range of issues related to cooperation between the United Nations and the Russian Federation in the North Caucasus and elsewhere.  They also discussed the feasibility of increasing Russia’s participation in international humanitarian operations.

Egeland is now on his way to Ukraine and Belarus.  We have a press release with more information upstairs.

**SG Bulletin
Here at Headquarters, in a bulletin issued to UN staff today, the Secretary-General reported his decision that a marriage recognized as valid under the law of the country of a staff member’s nationality will qualify that staff member to receive the entitlements provided for eligible family members.

A domestic partnership contracted by a staff member, which is legally recognized under his or her country’s law, will also qualify that staff member to receive the entitlements provided for eligible family members.

That decision is in keeping with the long-established practice that matters of personal status are determined by reference to the law of nationality of the staff member concerned.  This decision will continue to ensure respect for the social, religious and cultural diversity of the Member States and their nationals.

The bulletin’s provisions will enter into force on February 1.  We have copies of that bulletin upstairs in the Spokesman’s office.

**Security Council
Turning to the Security Council, there is no programme today for the Security Council.  No meetings or consultations of the Security Council are scheduled for today.

There is a letter from the Secretary-General to the Security Council President in which he appoints a monitoring group composed of four experts on Somalia, and we will be getting bios on these four individuals shortly.

**Bird Flu Vaccine
The last two items:  The production of a vaccine against avian influenza, also known as “bird flu”, could take several months, according the World Health Organization.

Speaking in Geneva yesterday, Dr. Klaus Stöhr, who is leading the World Health Organization’s response to the spread of the disease, estimated that it will take four to six months before a significant amount of vaccine can be produced.

**SG/Science Report
And finally, this is a heads-up for an event next week.  All nations, industrialized or developing, are being urged to develop a science and technology strategy in order to help address the challenges faced in the modern world.

That’s one of the key recommendations of the first report of the InterAcademy Council (IAC), a new organization created by 90 of the world’s science academies to provide expert knowledge to international bodies, such as the United Nations and the World Bank.

The report, entitled “Inventing a Better Future:  A Strategy for Building Worldwide Capacities in Science and Technology”, is to be launched here at UN Headquarters on Thursday next week, at 3 p.m., in Conference Room 1.

The Secretary-General will preside over the launch of the report.  The UNDP’s Administrator, Mark Malloch Brown, will moderate the meeting.

Preceding the launch, there will be a press briefing on the report, at 2 p.m., also in Conference Room 1.  And there is a note to correspondents on all the details of this upstairs and on the racks.

And that’s all I have for you today.  Before we turn to our guest, does anybody have any questions for me?  Richard?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Does the UN -- while you’re on camera here -- have a response to David Kay’s conclusions on the weapons hunt that there may never have been anything there considering how UN weapons officials here were castigated by many quarters especially in the U.S.?

Associate Spokesman:  The only comment I can refer you to is the Secretary-General’s which he made in a press encounter over the weekend in Davos.  I have to refer you to his comments in which the Secretary-General says the report or his words should be taken seriously.  But I would like to refer you to his comments directly.  Yes?

Question:  That was before he delivered, though.

Associate Spokesman:  I haven’t seen any comments from the Secretary-General since then.  Yes?

Question:  There seems to be a Web site that links the UN to a religion resolution.  Could you comment on that, if it’s actually a hoax, and is there going to be any legal action taken by the United Nations?

Associate Spokesman:  I have nothing to comment on that.  I have not seen that Web site myself, but we will look into it and get back to you.  Yes, Richard.  [She later announced that the General Assembly is not examining any draft resolution on religion, and no legal action has been taken.]

Question:  Any re-examination or analysis upstairs on the closing of the building?  Some staff members wondered what happened since there not that much snow the next day, in considering some of the conditions UN people work around the world in?  What went into the decision?  What happened?

Associate Spokesman:  The decision was taken by the United Nations based on information as of midnight the night before the closing.  As you know, at that time, it was the height of the snowstorm and the information that we had at that hour was already that public schools would be closed; that the morning commute would be difficult; and as a preventive measure in order to alert staff to that possibility and based on the information we had then, the notice was put on the intranet for the staff bulletin board and on the UN hotline so staff members could make plans, because obviously childcare issues and commuting issues were on their minds.  The fact that the storm stopped in the middle of the night, the sun was shining the next day, I think was a surprise to everybody, to all New Yorkers.  Yes?

Question:  Is there any update on the security team in Baghdad -- when they might be coming back?

Associate Spokesman:  Only that they are on the ground doing their work and doing their work on schedule.

Question:  Will the SG be back in the building on Tuesday, Wednesday?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t know precisely what day he will be back.  He will be returning after his last stop in Geneva over the weekend.  I’ll have to let you know exactly when.  Monday is, as you know a holiday for UN staff.  So, the building will be closed on Monday.

Question:  Can you confirm the latest regarding the efforts of director Sydney Pollack of the movie “The Interpreter” to film inside the building here?

Associate Spokesman:  Yes, I do have some information on that.  For those of you who may not be up to date on the film business, Sydney Pollack is a movie director who wants to film a movie called “The Interpreter”, a fictional feature set primarily at the United Nations.  The Secretary-General, I can inform you, has agreed in principle to this request subject conclusion of satisfactory agreements relating to practical arrangements.  And in this regard, also I was just informed by the spokespeople for the President of the General Assembly, as well as the President of the Security Council, that they have also given their green light to the use of, filming on those premises.

Question:  Since the lawyers have said for years “No filming”, what changed then?  Is there any money being paid?

Associate Spokesman:  The decisions are based on a case-by-case basis and all I can say in this regard is that the Secretary-General and his advisers decided that it was in the Organization’s interest to bring its work to the attention of the ordinary cinema-viewing public.  The answer to your second question is “No”.  Yes?

Question:  I wondered also, was the Secretary-General asked to be in the movie?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t know.  Yes?

Question:  Going back to the question of the teams in Baghdad.  You have two teams there.  To what extent are they working together?  Are they sharing information and facilities?  And to what extent is their mission intertwined?

Associate Spokesman:  I am going back to my line of earlier this week.  All I can tell you is that there was a security liaison team that went in a week ago now, Friday.  That was set up to go in prior to the January 19th talks.  They were there to liase with the CPA and the Coalition forces with an aim to the eventual return of international staff and to provide national staff with security guidance.  The second team that went in, which we confirmed, is an assessment team looking into the security arrangements for the electoral mission team.  Beyond that, I can’t tell you anything else except that their work is going on schedule.

Question:  There is a deadline of, I think, some time late in February.  Are subsequent deadlines backing up when this group might be required or expected to give some conclusions?

Associate Spokesman:  We’re working as quickly as we can.  We’re working on scheduled.  But beyond that, because this matter again, is a security issue, we just simply can’t get into the details of who is there, where they are, and I can only probably confirm to you when something has happened and confirm that it has happened.  Yes, Serge?

Question:  You mentioned something that marriage -- this decision is in conformity with the long outstanding rules and regulations of the staff by the Secretary-General?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, what I mentioned to you is that there is a bulletin issued today that is consistent with the practice of the United Nations over the years.  And that has been to determine the family status of staff members by reference to the law of nationality of each staff member.  As you know, there has been a growing trend over the past few years in several Member States towards recognition of same-sex marriages or recognition of domestic partnerships which may involve partners of the same or different sex.  The bulletin acknowledges this trend and simply extends to these new situations the existing practice of accepting as a fact the family status of UN staff members as determined by the laws of the country of their nationality.  Yes.  Edie and then Mark.

Question:  Marie, two things:  Who requested that that ruling on domestic partnerships and benefits?  What happens in the case of the United States where it is a state issue rather than a federal issue?

Associate Spokesman:  On the first question, the Secretary-General has instructed his staff to look into this.  And as I said, the bulletin acknowledged this trend.  And in answer to your second question:  I believe that it only applies to the federal State.  [She later clarified that the United Nations would act on the basis of determinations provided by federal governments.]

Question:  With regard to the movie to be filmed here; have you been given assurances that UN officials and resident correspondents will be invited to play parts as extras and stand-ins?

Associate Spokesman:  I really don’t have any more details about this film.  While you were not here, I did mention that there are a number of practical arrangements that still need to be worked out.  So, we’ll pass on your request.  Yes?

Question:  On the same-sex story, how many people does this apply to?  What is the cost for the UN?  What’s changing?

Associate Spokesman:  I also don’t have a monetary figure.  I think we’ll have to see how many applications come in.  This application is effective as of February 1st and we’ll have to see how many applications come in.  But I am told that it’s expected to be a small number.  But I don’t have a figure on that.  But let me look into it and get back to you.  Yes, Evelyn?

Question:  I still find that very confusing.  Do we know how many States this involves?  Or is this just; there’s probably hardly any in the world and most of the people are living in this country.  Why was this issued?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, I mean, I can’t give you the specific countries because I don’t have a list.  However, it acknowledges this trend that has been occurring and several Member States have been recognizing these same-sex marriages and domestic partnerships and we simply wanted to be in line with that.  As for the number of countries, again, it’s probably not a very long list.

Question:  And the second question.

Associate Spokesman:  Yes?

Question:  Does anyone know if the UN ever allowed feature filming?  Because I know they turned down “North by Northwest” because they said that it’s bad experience.

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have any record of any film.  Let me look into that one for you.  There has been an animation “The Rescuers Down Under” that took place at the United Nations for those of you who might recall.  Yes?  [She later confirmed that there were no records of a feature film being filmed at UN Headquarters.]

Question:  I just want to make sure I understand correctly.  So, you have rights as a gay couple here if your State recognizes those rights, yeah?  When has the UN ever applied different standards?  I thought every international civil servant was an international civil servant.  But this seems to suggest that every international servant has different rights according to the nationality.  Is the UN about to apply similar standards, let’s say in rights to free speech, rights of assembly and so forth, depending on which original country the international civil servant is from?

Associate Spokesman:  This is not a new practice.  The UN obviously is not able to elaborate on rules governing the validity of marriage.  The UN must respect the diversity of culture.  I mean, this simply extends to this new grouping the same benefits that have been extended to other staff members pertaining to heterosexual marriages recognized from their country of origin or the country recognized by the United Nations as their country of origin.

Question:  Well, in what other cases does the UN apply different standards to its staff according to which nationality they are from?

Associate Spokesman:  I’d have to look into that for you.  I don’t know.  [She later announced that other administrative benefits, such as home leave policy and education grants, differ depending on whether the staff member is a national of the country in which he or she is posted, or not.]

Any other questions?  If not, I’d like to turn the floor over to Ms. Acar, Chairperson on the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

* *** *
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