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Global farms study aims for food security

SCIENCE IN AGRICULTURE:
A plan for the largest-ever review of the role of science in world farming will reach a critical point this week  at a meeting in Budapest.

      The initiative, launched by the World Bank last year, will consider how agricultural technologies from genetic  modification to organic farming can best meet global food needs over the next 50 years.

      The ambitious nature of the project means it has been supported so far by a delicate consensus between  governments, biotechnology companies and development and environmental pressure groups. 

      There has been widespread agreement that such a review is vital to addressing fundamental issues such as  the role of biotechnology in resolving problems such as population growth and land and water shortages. Its   conclusions would have a large impact on agricultural research programmes in both the developed and  developing world.

However, the Budapest meeting, supposed to give the project the go-ahead, could see this consensus      unravel.

      The review, to be co-chaired by Bob Watson, the World Bank chief scientist, is intended to be widely      inclusive, bringing in small developing world farmers as well as the US government and large biotechnology companies such as Monsanto.

      However, concern among governments and the private sector about the possibly diffuse agenda has      prompted organisers to trim the scope of the review. Trade and health issues will not be centre-stage.

      Instead, the review will focus on how food production can be increased in socially and environmentally sustainable ways.

      It hopes to emulate the success of the intergovernmental panel on climate change, also chaired by Mr      Watson, which led to the Kyoto protocol. It is expected to be run under the umbrella of a group of      intergovernmental organisations including the World Bank and United Nations Food and Agriculture      Organisation, UN Environment Programme and UN Development Programme and World Health     Organisation,

      The project is expected to last two and a half years and cost Dollars 15m (Euros 13m, Pounds 9m). Although   developing countries, international agencies and the private sector will be asked to contribute to the costs,   the main funders are expected to be the developed economies.

      If the Budapest meeting gives the go-ahead for the meeting, Kofi Annan, the UN secretary-general, and the  World Bank board of directors are then expected to press developed the countries to provide funding.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail & Guardian (South Africa)

China's growth 'unsustainable'
                    Jonathan Watts and Steven Morris 

                                                                25 July 2003 12:31

                    Its economy is growing at a staggering rate and its people are beginning to enjoy a

                    better diet as well as a taste of Western-style consumerism. But the head of the

                    United Nations’s environment programme has warned that China’s growth — and

                    ambitious plans for the future — are unsustainable.

                    Klaus Toepfer warned that so-called developed countries will be forced to tighten

                    their belts under China’s plan to expand its economy fourfold within the next 20

                    years.

                    Take the Chinese government’s attempts to get its people to eat more healthily.

                    Beijing has been aiming to encourage every Chinese person to eat 200 eggs a year

                    — a total of 260-billion eggs. To produce that many eggs, a flock of 1,3-billion

                    chickens is needed. To keep the chickens fed, a grain crop bigger than Australia’s

                    is necessary.

                    The Chinese are also developing a taste for seafood. Should they begin eating fish

                    at the same rate as the Japanese, they would consume the world’s entire catch.

                    No wonder Toepfer sounded worried when he addressed young environmentalists

                    in Sydney this week.

                    “Quadrupling the gross domestic product of a country of 1,3-billion — can you

                    imagine?’’ he asked them. 

                    He considered the example of cars. The number on China’s roads rose by almost

                    40% last year. The country’s flagship car manufacturer, First Automotive Works,

                    aims to increase its output fivefold in the next few years.

                    The Institute of Petroleum believes the demand for oil will rise in China by 500% in

                    the next 25 years. Toepfer said that, if China had the same density of private cars

                    as Germany, it would have to produce 650-million vehicles.

                    “It’s not a question of whether you are devoted to nature or whether this is an

                    emotional topic. This is the rationality of economics,’’ Toepfer said.

                    China’s growth in the past 10 years has been phenomenal. While many still live in

                    poverty, an increasing minority can now afford luxury goods. According to the

                    Worldwatch Institute, China has already overtaken the United States, which uses

                    a third of the planet’s natural resources, as the leading consumer of meat, fertiliser,

                    steel and coal.

                    The adage used to be “all the tea in China’’. In the future, it may just be “all the

                    chickens’’ or “all the cars’’. — © Guardian Newspapers 2003 

                      Talkback: Have your say about this article

                      Daily Newsletter: Get the news by e-mail

________________________________________________________________________________________

Jakarta Post

July 29, 2003 Tuesday

Balancing fairly China's economy

      BYLINE: Martin Woollacott

      BODY:

      The young Chinese businessman, asked what he desired most now that he had his new apartment, closed

      his eyes and breathed, slowly and fervently, the word "Honda". Heard a decade ago on a trip to southern

      China, it was an incantation summing up much of what is contradictory and unresolved about personal

      aspirations in China, the country's long-term ambitions, the future of its people, and the nature of western

      investment in the Peoples' Republic.

      The British industrialists and financiers who accompanied Tony Blair on his Far Eastern travels are players in the great drama of the Chinese economy, as are leading businessmen in all the advanced states. That

      economic drama is also unavoidably a political one, particularly as the Chinese regime is fixed on the formula of rapid economic growth and firm political control as the two mutually reinforcing elements that will ensure its continued existence. 

      Yet there is one simple problem about mass consumption in China, which is that it cannot work beyond a

      certain point, if western standards of such consumption -- and they are the only ones we seem to know --

      are to be applied.

      The head of the UN Environment Program, Klaus Topfer, said at a meeting in Australia this month that the

      Chinese aim of quadrupling the size of the economy in the next 20 years was unsustainable. China does not

      have the resources needed for such an expansion, and nor, in many resource categories, does the rest of

      the world. If China wanted to have the same number of cars per head as Germany, Topfer said, it would

      have to produce or import 650 million vehicles. So much for the "Honda" prayer, since there is not enough

      metal in the ground to build such a fleet, nor enough oil to fuel it.

      We have been hearing stories like this about China for 20 or 30 years, including the predictions about its

      potentially impossible demands on the world's grain supplies. It is also true that grain yields may soar, and

      that cars in 20 or 30 years' time may not be made of metal or fueled by oil, or that a prosperous China might  be able to avoid the perils of creating a car-owning society on the same scale as America or Europe without  suffering adverse political consequences. And yet, while events often do not bear out worst-case

      predictions, the difficulties associated with Chinese economic growth are obvious.

      Politically, the problem is that, with or without more formal democracy, managing a society displaying such a bewildering array of up and down winners and losers as China does today is a truly taxing business.

      Assuaging successful groups who have lost ground or who are not advancing as swiftly as they had

      expected may be as hard as coping with those who have suffered from economic change or who so far have

      gained little from economic growth. And, if the standard of living achieved by some of the population cannot be generalized to the majority, because of resource and environmental constraints, the strategy of growth plus control in the end must fall.

      The Chinese government, with the left side of its brain, is looking at ways to reconcile growth with such

      constraints, and weighing policies that might enable it to avoid the pollution, waste and environmental

      damage that development has brought in other countries. But, with the right side of the same brain, it

      pursues the older objectives of big industry, big army, mechanized agriculture, huge water development

      schemes, and western material standards for its citizens. In this schizophrenia, it is not too different from

      other countries, but the scale in China is so immense that failure would have global consequences.

      The party, meanwhile, acts swiftly to suppress discontent or opposition whenever it takes an organized

      form, even if that opposition is as indirect as that represented by the Falun Gong movement. Falun Gong is

      not Chinese religious life at its best. But the older faith traditions of China, also mistrusted and sometimes

      persecuted, should ideally be drawn on by its rulers rather than excluded as potentially subversive. For one

      thing, they teach moderation. Sun Shuyun's fascinating book, Ten Thousand Miles Without a Cloud recently  published, on the 7th century Chinese Buddhist pilgrim Xuanzang is also a reflection on her own life, that of her family, and on the choices made by modern China. She recalls the Maoist saying "However much we can  dream, the land will yield" which was, depending on point of view, a bold statement of determination or a  foolish defiance of nature.

      Her relatives were literally flung this way and that across China, their lives disrupted and their happiness

      compromised, in pursuit of the unreal ambitions of the Chinese state and party at the time.

      "We were told," she writes "that when everyone's material wants were satisfied, we would all be happy. It

      did not occur to me to doubt it; we were lucky if we were not hungry. I did not know that Buddha's path is

      called 'the Middle Way', avoiding the extremes of luxury and deprivation." China, it might be argued, is in as   much need of the wisdom of the Middle Way as it ever was.

      The political crisis in Hong Kong is, at one level, a special case because of the territory's unique status and

      the "one country, two systems" promise which China made in 1997 and which many Hong Kong people feel it  threatened to break by the introduction of new security laws. But, at another, Hong Kong is representativeof the range of restive and discontented communities in China. The Hong Kong protest was not only about  the security laws but about the poor performance of the man picked by China as chief executive, about unemployment, mishandling of the SARS epidemic, inadequate progress toward a fuller democracy and, more broadly, the city's relative decline since its incorporation into China.

      In this last respect, the problem is one of the slippage which may, in time, affect many of the regions which

      did well in the early stages of the Chinese economic miracle. They can only retain their prosperity if they are  very well governed indeed.

      That ideal combination of freedom and efficiency which people in Hong Kong want is also sought elsewhere in China. It may be that an authoritarian state which has banked on achieving legitimacy through prosperity can, in the end, decide on limits and reconcile its citizens to those limits without provoking upheaval. Yet,although democracies are not very good at restraining human desires, it would seem there is a better  chance of making decisions that will be accepted if they follow wide and free discussion of the objectives,  advantages, and disadvantages of different forms of economic development. And perhaps the Buddha is a better guide than a Honda to the best future for China.

________________________________________________________________________________________

The People Daily (Beijing)

PRIVATE
National Nature Reserve Established in Xinjiang

Wild camels in a nature reserve in the northwestern Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region will be better protected since the area has been upgraded by the State Council toa national nature reserve. 

PRIVATE
Wild camels in a nature reserve in the northwestern Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region will be better protected since the area has been upgraded by the State Council toa national nature reserve. 

The Lop Nur Wild Camel Nature Reserve in Xinjiang was jointly established by the Chinese government and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) years ago. 

The wild bactrian camels are estimated to number 800 individuals worldwide and are rarer than the giant pandas. 

At present, the camels are confined to three small relic populations in China's Taklimakan desert and the deserts around the arid Lop Nur lake and marshlands in Xinjiang, and in a small part of Mongolia's Gobi desert. 

The recent move aims to better restore camel habitats, crack down on hunting and poaching, and develop strategies to boost breeding and reduce risks of in-breeding of the wild camels. 

There are a total of 226 natural reserves in China at present. 



_________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua News Agency

National nature reserve established in Xinjiang

      DATELINE: URUMQI, July 29

      BODY:

      Wild camels in a nature reserve in the northwestern Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region will be better

      protected since the area has been upgraded by the State Council to a national nature reserve.

      The Lop Nur Wild Camel Nature Reserve in Xinjiang was jointly established by the Chinese government and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) years ago. 

      The wild bactrian camels are estimated to number 800 individuals worldwide and are rarer than the giant

      pandas.

      At present, the camels are confined to three small relic populations in China's Taklimakan desert and the

      deserts around the arid Lop Nur lake and marshlands in Xinjiang, and in a small part of Mongolia's Gobi

      desert.

      The recent move aims to better restore camel habitats, crack down on hunting and poaching, and develop

      strategies to boost breeding and reduce risks of in-breeding of the wild camels.   

      There are a total of 226 natural reserves in China at present.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Modern Noah's Ark is built on-line 

Tuesday, July 29 2003 

by Frances Gleeson in association Starting  Managing   Growing  

Wildscreen is creating a virtual Noah's Ark in a STG3 million project that draws on the vast resources of media giants like the BBC and National Geographic. 

ARKive.org, the site developed by the Wildscreen Trust, is a non-profit resource of images of endangered species from all over the world. The site aims to provide images and  footage of plant and animal species,  including the 11,000 threatened with extinction, according to the World Conservation Union's (IUCN) Red Lists of threatened species.

The ARKive project has been enthusiastically endorsed by well-known and beloved wildlife                       presenter Sir David Attenborough, who launched the site in May. "Over the past few decades a vast treasury of wildlife images has been steadily accumulating, yet no one has known its full extent, or its gaps, and no one has had a comprehensive way of getting access to it," said Attenborough  at the launch. "ARKive will put that right. It become and invaluable tool for all concerned with the well-being of the natural world." 

ARKive has also been endorsed by UNEP-WCMC (the World Conservation Monitoring Centre) and the WWF (World Wildlife Fund), among others. 

Hamish MacCall, Wildscreen's communications and marketing manager, told ElectricNews.Net that some commercial companies were reluctant to donate material. Having seen the site and how it works however has encouraged many media groups to change their minds, MacCall said. 

While images are stored in high-resolution, their resolution has been reduced for presentation on the site. In addition, "all the images are watermarked and the quality just isn't good enough for commercial use," said MacCall, to answer fears sources might have about the unlicensed and commercial use of the images. 

ARKive currently features 600 species. It uses nature films, photographs, sound recordings and memories to build portraits  of the world's most endangered plants and animals. While

Wildscreen video footage has been digitised, moving footage does not as yet accompany all images. 

Wildscreen expects to have 1,500 species imputed by the end of the first half of 2004, MacCall said, but could not give a concrete deadline for the completion of species portraits for the 11,000 most endangered species. "I can't give a deadline  as it's all funding based, with each species costing between STG1,000 and STG1,500 to place in ARKive," he said. 

Because ARKive is partially funded by the British Heritage Lottery Fund, Wildscreen is also creating a "British Chapter"  featuring species, rare and protected, specific to the UK. Wildscreen expects that portraits of 750 species for this section will be completed by the end of 2003. 

Hewlett Packard donated USD2 million to developing the Accessions System for use by ARKive. MacCall said while the Accessions System was built for ARKive over the past twoyears, HP would benefit commercially from the research it carried out in developing it. 

In addition to the Accessions System, HP created a digital media vault where all the high-resolution ARKive material is held for use in years to come. The vault incorporates a number of hardware and software components to provide an "infinite" storage capacity. ARKive has a current storage space of 74 terabytes, or rougly the equivalent of 50 million standard  floppy disks, MacCall noted. 

ARKive is divided into three sites, according to its different audiences -- adults, children and teachers. Titled Species  Holdings is the main site, while Planet ARKive and ARKive                       Education are designed to appeal to children and teachers respectivly.

_________________________________________________________________________

Russian Information Agency

FREEDOM OF SPEECH: ANTI-KYOTO CASE WILL NOT STAND UP TO EXAMINATION 

By Victor DANILOV-DANILYAN, director, Russian Academy of Sciences' Institute of Water Problems, Corresponding Member of Russian Academy of Sciences No one expected Russia to become the stumbling block in the way of the Kyoto Protocol, a key, pragmatic and humane document. To get some perspective, here is a brief background to the Kyoto Protocol. In 1988, the UN General Assembly concluded that global climate was out of balance due to human activity and this was one of the causes of current and future climate change. In 1992, the UN conference on the environment and development in Rio de Janeiro signed a framework UN convention on climate change, and in 1997 adopted the Kyoto Protocol. 

Russia is one of the players working to shape a climate change policy. It now appears that its vote is crucial: unless Russia's ratifies it, the Kyoto Protocol will not enter into force. However, ratification is being held up by protocol opponents. They appeared as soon as the document was agreed and opened for signature. Time goes on, but the case being put by Kyoto opponents remains the same, although a lot of counter-arguments have been brought forward. 

What then are the main arguments of the opponents? One of them is that the undertaking Russia is assuming under the Kyoto Protocol - not to exceed greenhouse gas emissions recorded in 1990 - may prove a factor slowing our economic development. This argument will not stand up to examination, because not a single realistic scenario exists in which the Russian economy would reach the emissions level it produced in 1990 even by 2020. Consequently, in the next 17 to 20 years, whatever the course of developments, we shall simply be unable to discharge as many greenhouse gases as in 1990. 

Other arguments too disprove the supposition that the Kyoto obligations may slow Russia's development. Here is the most elementary reasoning: in 2000, our economy's GDP had halved in comparison with 1990, while greenhouse gas emissions had fallen by 30 to 35 per cent. This means that in order to get back to 1990 gas emissions volumes, GDP would have to rise to the level of the same year. But that calls for new equipment and new fixed assets (about one-third of the country's former fixed assets no longer exists). The most accurate estimates formulated in line with the energy programme approved by the Russian government and ideas prepared by the Economic Development and Trade Ministry for President Putin's plan to double GDP in ten years show that we are not only failing to return to the 1990 figures, but even failing to use the existing unused margin (30-35 per cent) of greenhouse gas emissions. We shall have something like 3 billion tons of gases unaccounted for, in carbon terms, which we could use without violating the Kyoto undertakings. 

Another often-repeated argument of opponents is that under the Kyoto Protocol Russia must set up a control system to monitor greenhouse gas discharges and regularly report to the secretariat of the Framework Convention on Climate Change. And this, they say, is expensive and unproductive, because there will be leaks about our industry. But this claim is rubbish. Russia is to set up the control system not under the terms of the Kyoto Protocol, but under the Framework Convention on Climate Change, the law on whose ratification was adopted by the State Duma back in 1994, approved by the Federation Council and signed by the Russian president. Moreover, the control system is a very useful and economically recoupable thing. It brings order to energy consumption. The experience of British Petroleum can be cited, as it began using the system in 2000. After a year it yielded 800 million dollars in profit, recouping itself within several months. The effect came from simply putting its business in order, which was even then no doubt incomparably better than the present state of the best Russian companies. So if we deal with the control system sensibly, the effect will be impressive. Now let us take a rough guess at how much money will be needed to develop such a system. 

First, there is no need for a meter on every factory chimney, as some believe. Atmospheric emissions of carbon dioxide are fully determined from the volume of fuel burnt and carbon content in it. So what is needed is elementary control over the use of fuel in the national economy. The entire environmental monitoring system, i.e. to keep tabs on the environment, the atmosphere, effluents and radiation pollution, requires less than three-hundredths of one per cent of state budget spending. A system to monitor greenhouse gases will cost 100 times less, so we have here statistically elusive and imperceptible levels of financing. So the argument about "big spending" supposedly needed to introduce a control system in keeping with the Kyoto Protocol is absolutely futile and testifies to the incompetence of those advancing it. 

I would also like to mention the considerable forces in favour of the Kyoto Protocol. Many of Russia's biggest companies have already realised that they will benefit from the document's ratification. There are more than 30 of them now, including Gazprom, the national power grid Unified Energy Systems, Russian Aluminium, etc. This is not a poll result, though a survey, I am sure, would produce a result of 95 per cent in favour of the protocol. I am speaking about the companies that on their own initiative have expressed their support for ratification. 

So why is no progress being made on ratifying the Kyoto Protocol? To begin with, nothing is done quickly in Russia, as that is the kind of country we live in. Both President Vladimir Putin and Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov promised ratification, but appear to be taking their time, evidently wishing to gain some further advantages. But all of them were secured during the drafting stage. It is unrealistic to try and get further benefits. Those people who say we should "haggle" with Europe are speaking nonsense, since Europe has already agreed to unheard-of concessions as the protocol was jointly hammered out. I know this because I personally took part in numerous talks connected with the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the drafting of the Kyoto Protocol. I know that Russian Deputy Prime Minister Viktor Khristenko, whose brief includes dealing with the Kyoto Protocol, has received an opinion from the Economic Development and Trade Ministry saying, in black and white, that the document cannot be a restraining factor on Russia's development, at least until 2015. 

The Kyoto Protocol is also resisted by some climate experts, including Academician Yuri Izrael. Their central argument is that the prerequisites for the Kyoto Protocol are not scientifically substantiated. The document proceeds from the assumption that, first, the climate changes are down to man-made effects, and, second, that by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and restoring appropriate ecosystems, climate change can be slowed. The climate specialists, however, say that the climate has always changed and will continue to do so, Kyoto Protocol or no. To my mind, this approach substitutes the subject. No one any longer regards the Kyoto Protocol as a climate-changing measure. Regardless of climate, it is a very useful document. It is an economic and environmental tool. Its economic significance lies in the fact that it cuts down hydrocarbon fuel consumption and helps restore natural ecosystems. I explained all this when I met President Vladimir Putin. I offered him the following comparison: 100 years ago when Tsiolkovsky was laying the foundations of space exploration as a science, he dreamed of flights to the stars. Today thousands of satellites are orbiting the Earth, dealing with defence tasks, providing a new quality of communications, studying terrestrial resources from outer space, monitoring the environment, etc. But no one dreams of flights to the stars any more. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Business Day (South Africa) 

July 29, 2003 

SA leads Africa in putting 5,5% of land under protection 

      SA IS leading the rest of Africa in achieving the 10% world conservation target, with about 5,5% or

      6,63-million hectares of the country's total land area ring-fenced as protected regions. 

      With wildlife being a major attraction for SA's foreign tourists, achieving this target is important to the future  growth of the local tourism industry, the fastest growing sector in the economy. 

      Conservation has been identified as a key driver to tourism growth, and the environmental affairs and

      tourism department has drafted the National Environmental Management of Protected Areas Bill and the

      Biodiversity Bill to help meet the global target as a matter of urgency. In addition, Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Valli Moosa has set a national target - 8% of SA's total land surface must be converted to  protected regions by 2010. In doing this, though, SA must comply with international best practices. 

      The department's Karl Naude says it will be impossible to achieve these targets solely through buying land as it is too expensive. 

      "It will be a tight squeeze to meet the national target, but there are mechanisms, such as expanding existing

      protected areas, which could help." 

      SA's protected area network is already regarded as the best-managed in Africa. 

      The World Parks Congress being held in Durban in September will give impetus to SA's approach to

      "managing protected areas beyond the boundaries of hard fences". 

      The congress will put the spotlight on sustainable conservation and international best practices. 

      Meanwhile, the World Wildlife Fund SA recently mapped all conservation properties it has bought over the  years to identify future high priority land to fill in gaps and expand existing protected conservation areas. 

      The fund has been instrumental in expanding national parks and ecoregions, owning about 224000ha of land or almost a third of SA's total protected land. 

      The fund's CEO Tony Frost says since its start 35 years ago, the body has helped establish or expand 11

      national parks and more than 30 nature reserves. 

      The fund is now focusing on two of its global 200 priority ecoregions - the Cape floristic region or fynbos

      region, which has been underrepresented in the national protected network, and the succulent Karoo - to

      contribute towards the targets.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail & Guardian

July 9, 2003 Wednesday 

South Africa;       'Pretty Big Shoes to Fill' 

      BYLINE: Mail & Guardian 

      BODY: 

      Mavuso Msimang: "An enlightened leader - the right man for the job at the right time." 

      On the eve of South Africa hosting the world's biggest congress of protected area specialists, the CEO of

      South African National Parks (SANParks), Mavuso Msimang, has announced his resignation. 

      Msimang, who has been at the helm of SANParks for the past six years, is leaving to head up the State

      Information Technology Agency (Sita). The IT parastatal has been plagued by leadership problems for years.  Msimang will stay in his present position until after the World Parks Congress, being hosted in Durban from September 8 to 17, but says the announcement of his move needed to be made now in order to quell      rumours that have been circulating for months. 

      "The process of recruiting me into Sita has been going on for some time. There had to be Cabinet approval

      and once these things start getting discussed in corridors, it's just a matter of time before the rumours have

      to be confirmed or denied. The silence was becoming a problem for us," he told the Mail & Guardian this

      week. 

      Msimang is the first post-apartheid appointment to head the national parks authority. His tenure has been

      credited with transforming the khaki conservatism that used to stigmatise the organisation. 

      Another major achievement has been the turnaround of SANParks's finances in the past few years. From an

      organisation that was in the red and had serious cash-flow problems it has been transformed into one in the

      black and attracting both government andprivate investment. 

      Among the people shocked and saddened by Msimang's imminent departure is Murphy Morobe, chairperson of the SANParks Board. "He has been an enlightened leader - the right man for the job at the right time," says  Morobe. 

      "Msimang's tenure has been marked by his significant dedication to the cause of conservation and by his

      understanding of its relevance in the transformation process." 

      Msimang is a modest man and few outside his immediate circle know that he spent 30 years in exile, where

      he received military training, was part of the high command of Umkhonto weSizwe - including becoming

      Oliver Tambo's first secretary in the early 1970s - and then moved on to head up various refugee and rural

      development programmes in other parts of Africa. He graduated with a science degree, majoring in

      entomology and biochemistry, at the University of Zambia. 

      After his return to South Africa in 1993, he coordinated NGO development projects before being appointed

      executive director of the South African Tourism Board and CEO of tourism in KwaZulu-Natal. 

      In his role as chief of SANParks since 1997, the struggle has been connecting people and nature. "All South  African people, regardless of culture, have very strong relations with nature," he says. "It's even in the

      languages we speak. But plantations, human settlements, urbanisation as a whole, have intervened. Nature

      surrounds people even outside protected areas, in places like parks in town. We need to reconnect the two,

      to get people away from the bustle." 

      The amount of land under conservation has increased significantly during his leadership: Addo Elephant

      National Park has gained almost 70 000ha and there have been significant expansions at Mountain Zebra

      National Park, Marakele and Tankwa Karoo National Park. Large parts of the Cape Peninsula have become a national park, Namaqualand has a new national park and Vhembe-Dongola park in the far north is fast taking      shape. 

      Relations with the communities neighbouring the parks are slowly improving, particularly after the

      introduction of concession areas that benefit communities and poverty relief programmes linked to the parks.

      "Rather than black economic empowerment, our bias has been towards community economic empowerment.  This experiment in cooperating with people has to succeed if conservation is to succeed," Msimang says. 

      SANParks recently introduced a poverty alleviation programme called "Parks empowering people". This week  Razeena Wagiet, an old hand at community-based education and environment adviser to Minister of

      Education Kader Asmal for the past four years, was appointed to take the programme forward. 

      These are the kinds of issues that will be dealt with during the World Parks Congress, where the theme

      will be "Benefits beyond Boundaries". 

      Thousands of protected area specialists from around the world are expected to descend on Durban for the

      congress, which is hosted jointly by SANParks and IUCN-The World Conservation Union. 

      The congress will draw up a collective vision called the Durban Accord for the future of protected areas.

      Msimang says the financing of parks and governments' role in supporting them will be on the agenda. 

      "I still believe that the government has a basic responsibility to finance conservation. When you have a 9/11 type of crisis, you don't want your heritage to be left standing because funds were not available." 

      Morobe says replacing Msimang will be a challenge for the SANParks board. "I asked him what size shoes he wears and I must tell you they are pretty big shoes to fill." 

      Sita will inherit a tall man with large feet; a man who during his time in exile and at SANParks demonstrated his ability to reach out to ordinary people; who has shown his grasp of business and linking statutory bodies  to government. And perhaps not least of all for an IT agency, a man who studied Morse code

      communications at military school in Moscow.

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Drought leaves Europe's farmers helpless 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     Europe is aflame, with little prospect of any imminent change in the weather

     to cool it off. 

             We've never had this kind of drought in 50 years 

             Mauro Pinelli 

     Four people have died in forest fires in France, and firefighters across the continent are fully

     stretched. 

     The forecast for Rome and Lisbon is 37C, for Athens 33C, and no respite is in sight. 

     For Europe's farmers, totally dependent on the weather, the outlook is dire, and remedies are

     few. 

     The European Union has begun to act. Its agriculture ministers debated the drought a week

     ago, at the insistence of two of the worst-affected countries, Austria and France. 

     Emergency help 

     The EU's rotating presidency is held by another badly-hit member, Italy. 

     The ministers agreed to release some of their stored grain to feed animals at risk from the

     drought. A quantity of rice has already been provided. 

     They also agreed to bring forward some of the normal payments which farmers were expecting,

     to tide them over. 

     Farmers usually receive about 50% of certain EU payments in advance, but in exceptional

     circumstances this can be increased to 80%, as it was during the UK's foot-and-mouth disease

     outbreak. 

     But these are the only two sorts of EU help on offer at the moment. There has been no

     discussion yet of possible disaster relief. 

     Parched fields 

     From the farmers' organisations come stories of serious and growing problems, with few

     solutions to try. 

     Jean-Michel Delmas works for FNSEA (Federation Nationale des Syndicats d'Exploitants

     Agricoles), a trades union representing French farmers. 

     He told BBC News Online: "The situation is very serious, especially in the centre of France

     around the Massif Central. 

     "It's cattle country, but there's been no rain since March, and the grass is burnt brown. The

     farmers have nothing to give the beasts unless they bring feed in from Paris. 

     Unanswered prayers 

     "It's bad in the north-east of the country as well. But horticulture, fruit and arable crops are not

     so badly off - there's water for them. 

     "The drought is completely unexpected. Every month the farmers have been hoping for more

     rain, but getting less." 

     Mauro Pinelli works for the Italian farmers' organisation Coldiretti (Confederazione Nazionale

     Coltivatori Diretti). 

     He told BBC News Online: "We think the volume of wine we produce will be about the same as

     in 2002, which was a low year - but the quality should be up. 

     "Other crops are a disaster, especially soya, corn and sugar beet. All across the most fertile

     region, the Po valley in northern Italy, it's terrible. 

     "The crops need a lot of water. But there's already competition between domestic, industrial

     and farming users of what water there is. 

     "The authorities are trying to increase the water levels in the rivers by releasing reserves from

     the mountains, but they've managed only something like two or three centimetres more. 

     UK grain gain 

     "Nobody expected anything like this, even with the prospect of climate change. We've never

     had this kind of drought in 50 years." 

     A cross-Europe farmers' organisation based in Brussels, Copa-Cogeca, says the drought has

     had "truly catastrophic consequences" for farmers in Italy, Germany, Austria, Spain, France

     and Portugal, and in some of the countries preparing to join the EU. 

     It has launched a survey of just how bad the problem is, but will have no results until

     September, because of the long August break. 

     In the UK, by contrast, the National Farmers' Union said the hot summer meant the wheat

     harvest was likely to start at least a week early. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The International Herald Tribune 

July 28, 2003 Monday 

 Last chief of Iron Curtain now seeking a green one ; Gorbachev wants nature to rule old border 

      BYLINE: Otto Pohl 

      SOURCE: The New York Times 

      DATELINE: BERLIN: 

      BODY: 

      Mikhail Gorbachev, who as Soviet leader presided over the troops and tanks that guarded the Iron Curtain,

      now wants a nature reserve along the full length of the former Cold War border, from Finland to the Adriatic.

      Gorbachev, who is president of an environmental organization, Green Cross International, endorsed the idea,

      which is part of a plan by European environmental groups to create nature parks out of the no man's land

      that separated the Soviet bloc from the West. 

      Kept forcibly free of people during more than 40 years of the Cold War, the border between Eastern and

      Western Europe became a refuge for plants and animals. Construction in the region now threatens these

      unintentional but important nature reserves, environmentalists fear. "Ecology isn't something we can only

      leave to politicians," Gorbachev said at a recent conference in Bonn. 

      Although the idea of making parks along former Cold War borders has been around since the fall of the Berlin

      Wall in 1989, the conference was the first at which representatives of all the border countries had met to

      discuss the feasibility of having parkland run the length of what was the Iron Curtain. 

      Plans for the park are farthest along in Germany, where the border between East and West Germany once

      stretched for 1,400 kilometers, or about 870 miles. A recent study found that 85 percent of the land was

      still undeveloped enough to be included in a national park. 

      Plans were delayed while courts determined the status of the land, but most claims are now settled, and the

      German Finance Ministry recently announced that it might be able to donate the 65 percent of former

      borderland still in government possession. 

      Environmentalists stress that the reserve would be a large area with many endangered species, but also

      would provide a link for many different groups of organisms, known as biotopes, in the longest continuous

      stretch of undeveloped land left in Central Europe. 

      In the other former border countries, plans for a park are in only their early phases. The most likely route

      would be around the eastern half of Austria to the Adriatic, while another area would encompass Albania,

      whose border with Yugoslavia was always heavily guarded, and would then pass along the northern border

      of Greece. 

      Several speakers at the conference observed that Gorbachev, who could have rolled back Eastern Europe's

      anti-Communist revolutions by force as his predecessors had done, had, in effect, made the border park

      possible. 

      Steffen Flath, the environment minister of what is now the German state of Saxony, once part of East

      Germany, turned to Gorbachev and said, "I remember July 1989 when things were starting to bubble, and our government said, 'Send us tanks,' and you, Gorbachev, you didn't send those tanks." 

      Some people expressed fear that events farther east were being ignored. 

      Tamas Marghescu, European director of the World Conservation Union, said countries about to join the

      European Union were creating new divides. He cited what he said was a new impenetrable fence along the

      border between Poland and Belarus, which he said split an important park that straddles the border. 

      "It's the new Iron Curtain," he said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

GOP Senators Blame Nature for Climate Change 

                      By J.R. Pegg

                      WASHINGTON, DC, July 29, 2003 (ENS) - Some Senate Republicans say there is considerable doubt that the climate is warming and if it is, humans are not responsible. Backing up statements he made on the Senate floor Monday, Oklahoma Senator James Inhofe today told colleagues of the Senate  Environment and Public Works Committee that the science shows natural variability, not human activity, is the "overwhelming factor" influencing climate change. 

Inhofe cited findings of a study by Drs. Willie Soon and Sallie Baliunas of the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics that determined the 20th century was neither the warmest nor the century with the most extreme                      weather within the past millennium. 

The findings of this "most comprehensive study shivers the timbers of the adrift chicken little crowd," said Inhofe, who is chair of the Environment and Public Works Committee. "It is a credible, well documented and scientifically defensible study examining the history of climate change." 

But a climate expert at today's hearing told Inhofe that the mainstream climate research community believes the Soon and Baliunas study is "nonsense." 

The study is "fundamentally unsound," testified Michael Mann, University of Virginia environmental sciences professor and a lead author of the United Nation's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Third                      Assessment Report. 

Natural variability is a large factor in climate change, Mann said, but it can not explain  the warming of the past two decades. 

There is no doubt that "mainstream climate researchers" have concluded that the warming in the late 20th century is "unprecedented in a very long term context and that this warmth is likely related to the activity of human beings," Mann told the committee. 

Today's hearing illustrated the contentious debate over climate change in American politics, as the Bush administration and some in Congress contend that the science is too uncertain for the government to force industry to  reduce greenhouse gas emissions, in particular carbon dioxide (C02). 

For many there appears overwhelming evidence - from the United Nations, the U.S. government and independent researchers across the globe - that human activities, in particular the burning of fossil fuels, is impacting the climate. 

The IPCC panel, for example, says that atmospheric concentrations of CO2  have increased to a level higher than at any time during the last 420,000 years. 

Mann said today that new evidence indicates these levels have not been seen for some 10 million to 20 million years, since the time of the dinosaurs. Many  scientists predict that the average global temperature could rise from one to four degrees Fahrenheit by 2050 and some say it could rise as much as 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit over the next 100 years. 

Critics believe the administration and its Congressional allies are casting doubt on the science in order to avoid difficult political choices about how to address the concern. 

The Bush administration said last week that it was launching a new initiative  to study climate change, amid criticism that it edited a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency report to remove references to global warming. 

"I know these debates have political implications because heaven forbid we would tell somebody in the private sector not to do something or that we  might have to make sacrifices in the quality of our life for future generations," said Senator Hillary Clinton, a New York Democrat. "But it is not useful to carry out this kind of argumentation when it is clear by the very nature of  human development and industrialization we have changed is in the atmosphere, in the Earth and in the waters." 

There are several bills before the Senate that would put caps on carbon dioxide emissions and there is a good chance proponents will try to tack amendments with similar intent to the Senate energy bill this week. 

These caps would "devastate" the economy, said Inhofe, by increasing energy prices and causing coal-fired plants to switch to natural gas. 

Inhofe said today's hearing was an attempt to hone in on "sound science" as the Senate considers the                                       implications of climate change. 

"It is no secret that we are not scientists up here, so we look at things logically," he said. 

Inhofe rejected Mann's analysis and noted that his study, which shows a spike in warming in the late 20th century, came out in 1999, whereas the Soon and Baliunas study came out in 2003. 

Mann's research is commonly referred to as the "hockey stick" study,  because it shows a relatively stable trend in climate temperatures until a sharp up tick in the past two decades. 

This new study "shifts the paradigm away from the previous hockey stick study," Inhofe said. 

The latter study finds that natural variability, including land use changes and the output of the Sun, is responsible for any climate change over the past 1,000 years. 

"The climate of the 20th century is neither unreasonable nor the most extreme," Soon told the committee. 

There was a warming trend from about 800 A.D. to 1300 A.D., he said, then general cooling until 1900 A.D. - a "little ice age." 

The Soon and Baliunas study gets beyond the observational biases of much of the climate research to date, said Dr. David Legates, director of Center for Climatic Research at the University of Delaware's Department of Geography. 

It has the "inescapable conclusion that climate variability has been a natural occurrence," Legates said. 

  Mann contends that Soon and Baliunas misuse proxy data reflective of changes in moisture and drought, rather than temperature, and do not distinguish between regional temperature anomalies and hemispheric mean                      temperature. In addition, Mann says the Harvard Smithsonian scientists did not correctly account for uncertainties and failed to accurately define the modern base period to compare past climate to. 

"There is little valid in that paper, they got just about everything wrong,"  Mann said. 

Some media reports, in particular by Cox News Service, have also found the Soon and Baliunas research was underwritten by the American Petroleum Institution - an industry trade association - but Inhofe and others are adamant the study is sound. 

"It is easy for me to believe there is a trend of warming, but the bottom line is what is causing it and what are the long term effects," said Colorado Republican Wayne Allard. "I am not sure scientists understand all the                      variables." 

Many say changing weather patterns from climate change will disproportionately impact the world's poorest citizens.

Land use, in particular urbanization, clearly must account for some of the warming that scientists say is                      occurring, he told Mann.

"It seems to be a  fundamental concept," Allard said. "From my practical experience it seems to  me there is warming effect from pavement. When I walk out on pavement with  my bare feet they get burned. If I walk on grass they feel cooler." 

"When you are walking, you are only covering a small fraction of the Earth," Mann responded. "The urban heat island effect is overwhelmed by larger scale changes that we do not necessarily see because they are not where we are walking around. Large surface areas of the Earth are being changed in terms of their vegetation characteristics and that has a net cooling effect - that  answer is clear in the peer review research." 

Allard added that water vapor - not C02 - is not the major greenhouse gas and said that all greenhouse gases should be considered within the debate. 

Mann agreed, and said it would be "shortsighted to talk only about C02." 

"It is extremely misleading, however, when scientists cite the role of water vapor as a greenhouse gas," Mann explained. "The concentration of water vapor in the atmosphere can not be controlled by us directly. It is fixed by the surface temperature of the Earth." 

It is the trace gases - methane, C02, nitrous oxides, and chlorofluorocarbons -  that "we can actually control," Mann explained. 

How to control these emissions is at the center of the U.S. debate over climate change - the nation contributes more than 25 percent of the world's total greenhouse gas emissions. Supporters of aggressive action say that it is too  risky not to act. 

"The challenge is not to put our heads in the sand and let the academic argument take place, but figure out how in a sensible and prudent manner we could ameliorate these changes," said Clinton.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ENS

Zambia Formulates Black Rhino Recovery Plan 

By Singy Hanyona 

LUSAKA, Zambia, July 29, 2003 (ENS) - One month before the World Parks Congress to be held in Durban, South Africa, Zambia has formulated a national policy on rhinoceros management and rehabilitation. 

Though Zambia's rhino population declined from an estimated 12,000 to 8,000  in the pre-1970 era, and rhinos were totally eradicated in the country during the 1980s, Zambia still has no management strategy for administering rhino  horns. The animals' horns are valued in traditional Asian medicine and as                 decorative dagger handles in the Middle East. 

The Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA), the country's sole wildlife management entity, says that in terms of recordkeeping the country does not currently comply with the UN Convention on the Protection of Endangered                      Species of Fauna and Flora (CITES). Zambia is a Party to the CITES  Convention, which it ratified in 1981. 

Conservation experts and wildlife managers from the 14 member countries of the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) gathered in Zambia's capital Lusaka this week to fine tune the draft rhino policy document. The  process, supported by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, would see a reverse                      in destructive trends and impart positive attitudes for the conservation of  rhinos in Zambia.    

ZAWA Director for Research, Planning and Information George Kampamba says the development of this                                                          policy would see the reintroduction of the black rhino, poached to extinction in Zambia. 

The policy will also provide guidelines and strength to the rhino conservation fraternity. It will provide a framework that will guide the reintroduction of rhinos in Zambia's established private state owned wildlife sanctuaries. 

Kampamba cites the civil and liberation wars as factors in the decimation of rhino population in Africa. "The wars led to influx of refugees from many neighboring countries. The refugees came with illegal firearms, which were used in killing wildlife," said Kampamba. 

He noted that since the 1970s, Zambia has had inadequate trained manpower and rhino management plans to guide the design and implementation of conservation strategies. "This is why we're talking about the rhino policy now," he said. 

The ZAWA Working Paper on the National Rhino Policy and Management Strategy indicates that political will has been lacking in rhino management, citing political patronage of those involved in the rhino horn trade and corruption within the law enforcement agencies. 

But Tourism, Environment and Natural Resources Minister Patrick Kalifungwa says the new policy is aimed at reversing the negative trend and helping to conserve rhinos as Zambia's rich wildlife and cultural heritage.                    

The environment minister said that already the government has introduced the white rhino in the former fugitive range in Mosi-Oa-Tunya National Park  near Victoria Falls, one of the largest wildlife estates in Zambia. 

"It is for this reason that we need to formulate a policy that will standardize rhino management and monitoring strategies with other countries in the  sub-region. We need to network with other countries in the region on law                      enforcement surveillance," said Kalifungwa. 

The development of the national policy is also seen as one way of justifying Zambia's membership in the regional rhino protocol and conservation group. 

At the apex of regional wildlife management, there is the SADC Protocol onWildlife Conservation and Law Enforcement, signed by heads of member  states in August 1999. The protocol recognizes that the viability of wildlife                      resources in the region requires collective cooperative action by all the 14   member countries. 

Winnie Musonda, a  representative of the  United Nations  Development Programme (UNDP), wonders at the general                      decline of the Zambian economy due to the  falling prices of copper, and she suggested that  the country's wildlife                      resource be an alternative source of income. 

Musonda says the rhino policy must be seen in the broader context of the World Bank supported Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper. "This can help in tapping some of the financial resources for poverty reduction," said                 Musonda. 

Her sentiments are echoed by Andrew Sardanis, a private investor and businessman, who said, "Rhino management is very expensive venture. You  need financing to manage animals such as a rhino." 

Poaching, the illegal killing of wildlife, has been cited as the leading cause of the extermination of wildlife in Zambia and the Southern African region. 

According to ZAWA, the population of black rhinos across Africa has been reduced drastically by poaching, from an estimated 65,000 rhinos in the 1970s,  to less than 3,000 in 1990s. 

"The reason for the decline was the sudden growth in rhino horn trade in the Middle East," says the ZAWA report. During that period, wars, breakdowns  in law and order, corruption and the availability of modern weapons enabled                      well organized gangs of poachers to bring about the near obliteration of the species. 

Russel Taylor of the World Wide Fund for Nature regional office in Harare, Zimbabwe, says rhinoceros horn is the most highly priced commodity in the world. The horn is used in traditional oriental medicines as a fever reducing                      drug, and is prized for dagger handles in Yemen. 

The early history of the rhino can be traced from the Eocene age, about 60 million years ago. Since then, according to experts, no other land mammal in   the world has been destroyed at such a rapid rate.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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30 July 2003
General Environmental news

East African nations hold disaster management symposium 

Addis Ababa Ethiopia (PANA)- Ministers of Foreign affairs, Defense and Disaster Management from East African countries are meeting here to continue a multi-year project designed to establish the framework for a regional response to natural and man-made disasters, the US embassy here said in a news bulletin Tuesday. The statement said accomplishments from prior Golden Spear Symposia include a survey listing the resources each country has to contribute during emergencies and the Regional Disaster Management Coordination Initiative Options Paper, a document that outlines the basic structure of a proposed regional cooperative effort. The US Central Command (CENTCOM) is sponsoring the 28-30 July symposium, which is organized with assistance from the Africa Center for Strategic Studies. African participants were invited from Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya,

Rwanda, Seychelles, Tanzania, and Uganda. The Golden Spear Symposium series began in 2000 with an inaugural event in Kenya.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng006009&dte=29/07/2003
African water producers meet in Algiers 

Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - A meeting of African water producers is underway in Algiers, the Algerian capital, preparing an agenda for next African Union gathering on water. Participants to the four-day meet which began on Monday will exchange views on the subject, since water in Africa is a different experience to various countries. While some countries are not facing water shortages, in others the issue has taken alarming proportions. The discussions are essentially focusing on water production and distribution management. In Africa, 300 million inhabitants have no proper drinking water. The meeting is thus expected to look into the best way to control water production costs as well as find formulas that should encourage investment flows and the financing of the various ongoing water projects.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng005953&dte=29/07/2003
Working for Water to Host International Symposium

BuaNews (Pretoria): About 250 delegates are expected to attend next month's Inaugural

Research Symposium to be hosted by the National Working for Water Programme at Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. The announcement was made yesterday morning at the launch of the Inaugural Research Symposium in Cape Town. The Symposium would be held from 19 to 21 August. Executive Manager: Scientific Services at Working for Water Christo Marais said the forthcoming Symposium was important because it would for the first time bring people from a range of disciplines together. Some of the research themes to be discussed are the impact of alien plants on water resources, stability of ecosystems, options for biological control, social goals, operational management and economic costs and benefits of control programmes. Representatives from countries such as Nigeria and Kenya are expected to attend the meeting. Working for Water is a poverty relief public works programme implemented by the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry. It is one of government's attempts to tackle a range of environmental and social problems associated with the spread of invasive alien plants.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200307290387.html
Namibia, South Africa to Launch Trans-Border Conservation Park

The Namibian (Windhoek): A TREATY establishing the Ai-Ais/Richtersveld Transfrontier Conservation Park will be signed on Friday when South African President Thabo Mbeki visits Namibia. The partnership agreement is aimed at implementing an integrated approach to the management of shared natural resources in the area, as well as promoting cross-border tourism. The conservation area spans 5 921 square kilometres, with the largest portion - 4 326 square kilometres – in Namibia. It includes sections of the Orange River, Fish River Canyon, Huns Mountains, Ai-Ais springs and two extensive alluvia/colluvia plains, the Springbok and Koeroegab, in the Richtersveld National Park. It is hoped that the agreement will be a catalyst for further cross-sectoral development in what is an extremely arid region with few development options, and which has been geographically isolated for a long time. The Richtersveld boasts a richness and diversity of flora and because of its variety of species is internationally recognized as a global hot spot of biodiversity. In addition to its natural attributes, the Richtersveld National Park is regarded as a role model for a new approach to conservation, which includes local communities in the management of the area. The Transfrontier Conservation Park will be jointly managed as an integrated unit according to a joint management plan. However, the respective governments and other stakeholders still have to agree on its formalization. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200307290240.html
Brown Haze Project Launched in Cape Town

BuaNews (Pretoria): A R1.6-million study has been launched in Cape Town to analyze the physical and chemical composition of the brown haze there. The study will advise the Cape Town Municipality in its choice of corrective measures in this regard, with respect to air quality management and planning decisions. The Wits University's Climatology Research Group (CRG), the municipality and the South African Weather Service launched the Brown Haze Project yesterday. This is the second study to be launched in Cape Town. The Brown Haze 1 study conducted in the late 1990s showed that emissions from vehicles contributed up to 50 percent of the pollution. Speaking at the launch yesterday, project coordinator Stuart Piketh said pollution was being caused by various factors including the burning of fossil fuels such as coal, heavy fuel oil and wood for household purposes.  The CRG aims to achieve results by using satellite observations over the region and using a fully equipped research aircraft operated by the SA Weather Service. Potential health effects of the haze will also be examined, with a large amount of emphasis being placed on disadvantaged residential areas. Potchefstroom University will perform volatile organic compound (VOCs) analysis, an important ingredient of photochemical smog, at ground level monitoring stations as well as supplementing VOC monitoring on the aircraft.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200307290358.html
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 30 July 2003

General environment news

Council supports changes to turtle management draft plan

One of the key Northern Territory stakeholders involved in developing a national recovery plan for Australia's marine turtles says it has not seen the final draft.

Federal Environment Minister David Kemp released the new strategy yesterday.

A spokesman for Dr Kemp says the plan was developed by a team of key stakeholders from the states and the Northern Territory with wide consultation with Indigenous organsations such as the Northern Land Council (NLC).

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s913053.htm   

_______________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –29 July  2003

A Setback for Food Research and Security

By By Jorge A. Grochembake*
An estimated 345,000 hectares in Central American are planted with varieties or hybrids created by the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center, which recently closed its regional office.
GUATEMALA CITY - Food security for poor rural families, a top priority on the Central American development agenda, will be all the more difficult to achieve now that the regional network for research and distribution of improved varieties of maize, beans and potatoes has disappeared. 

The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (COSUDE) in April withdrew the financing it had provided for more than two decades to regional agricultural institutions, Mike Listman, expert at the Mexico-based International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT for its Spanish initials), told Tierramérica. 

CIMMYT was forced to shut down its Central American regional office in Guatemala. 

Together with CIMMYT, the International Center for Tropical Agriculture and the International Potato Center participated in the network. 

This cutback will mean "less collaboration and effectiveness" among governments and institutions that have been providing assistance to poor farmers in Central America who rely on crops of basic grains, and will lead to "lesser development", said CIMMYT maize program director Shivaji Pandey. 

The programs aimed at improving food security are crucial for Central America, where daily per capita calorie intake fell from 2,500 in the 1980s to 2,300 in the 1990s. 

"A new arrangement is being sought so that the countries of the region constitute a network coordinated by Nicaragua's National Agricultural Research Institute," Listman said. 

Central America's small farmers produce a third of the food consumed by the more than 32 million people in the isthmus, but they hold just 15 percent of the region's farmland, according to CIMMYT figures. 

Some 345,000 hectares in Central America are cultivated with varieties or hybrids produced by CIMMYT research. From seven to 45 percent of corn growers in Central America, varying by country, and 40 percent of bean growers, use improved seeds. 

The exchange of pest-resistant plant varieties through cooperation networks has contributed to a 50-percent reduction in the application of agro-toxins. But no government or organization alone can carry forward the work in crop improvement or promote farm practices that improve productivity and conserve natural resources, says the Center. 

Crop improvement processes are "an endless chain" because renewal of genetic material must be ongoing to prevent a decline in yields, says Wotzbeli Méndez, manager of the governmental Agricultural Sciences and Technology Institute (ICTA) of Guatemala Improvement of plant varieties through conventional cross-hybridization methods, not genetic modification, is a means of fighting crop pests and diseases, building tolerance to lack of water, deficient soils and extreme temperatures, and producing greater quantities of food or enhancing its nutritional values. 

Food improvement programs are vital in Guatemala, where drought and the plummeting of international prices for coffee -- a crop that provides a livelihood for thousands of families -- have contributed to the growing problem of malnutrition. 

In some parts of the country, two of five residents suffer a major food deficit, according to a study by UNICEF (United Nations Children's Fund) conducted between 1997 and 2000. Sixty percent of the 11.2 million Guatemalans live in poverty and 22 percent are indigent. 

More than 25,000 children depend on World Food Program (WFP) assistance for survival. The agency has distributed more than 6,000 tons of food -- corn, beans, soy, and cooking oil -- since 2002, spokesman Pablo Medina told Tierramérica. 

According to CIMMYT, the path to food security in Central America entails broader development of more effective and productive varieties of corn, beans and potato.

 www.ips.org
TRANSPORT-BRAZIL:
Living Dangerously on Two Wheels 

Mario Osava 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Jul 29 (IPS) - Brazil's motorcycle manufacturing industry has grown at a dizzying pace in recent years, analogous to the speed of these two-wheeled vehicles on the country's roads, and serving as an indicator of just how many people are willing to put their lives at risk. 

The Brazilian Association of Motorcycle Manufacturers (Abraciclo) predicts a total output this year of a million new motorcycles, 16 percent more than in 2003. This expansion stands in contrast to the rest of the recession-strapped industrial sector, particularly automakers. 

But this accelerated growth has been ongoing since 1983, when Brazil manufactured just 83,458 motorcycles. Production has multiplied 12-fold since. 

Motorcycle exports, meanwhile, have seen just half that level of growth. This year's foreign sales are forecast to reach 90,000 units, or nine percent of overall production, says an Abraciclo report. 

The other side of the motorcycle story is increased concern among the population and the authorities about traffic safety. According to Brazilian Health Ministry figures, vehicle accidents claim around 30,000 lives a year in this country of 172 million people. 

Statistics show that traffic accidents caused 6.8 deaths for every 10,000 vehicles in circulation in Brazil in 2000. For comparison, the rates were 1.32 per 10,000 vehicles in Japan, 1.46 in Germany, 1.93 in the United States and 2.35 in France. 

But Brazil's situation was even worse before. In 1991, there were 11.3 deaths for every 10,000 vehicles on the streets, according to the National Traffic Department. The data include only those deaths that occurred at the time of the accident, not deaths that happened later as a result of wounds suffered. 

The cost of these tragedies in Brazil's urban areas alone reaches 5.3 billion reais (1.85 billion dollars) a year, says a study released in May by the Ministry of Planning's Institute of Applied Economic Research. 

The number of motorcycles in circulation today tops 3.6 million and represents 10 percent of all vehicles in Brazil, but they represent 19 percent of the accident costs, which include missed workdays, material losses, medical assistance and other factors. 

All of these are ”alarmist statistics,” Marcelo Matos, vice-president of the Moto-Employees Union of Rio de Janeiro, told IPS. ”I've been riding motorcycles for the past 20 years and the only accident I had gave me a couple scratches.” 

The union, recognised as such in 1991, represents some 60,000 so-called ”motoboys”, a job title that emerged in the 1980s. Motorcycles became the godsend for deliveries of documents, food and other purchases in cities congested by heavy four-wheel vehicle traffic. 

The companies offering this quick delivery service numbered 300 to 400 in Rio de Janeiro five years ago, but ”today there are more than 1,600,” not counting those that are not legally registered, pointed out Matos. 

In Sao Paulo, there are an estimated 2,700 such companies employing 170,000 motorcyclists. In that ever-congested city of 10 million inhabitants, the two-wheel vehicles have become indispensable given the slow speed of cars on city streets. 

”Motoboys” usually own their own motorcycles. The delivery companies employ them and pay them for the use of the motorbike, wages and food assistance, totalling some 300 dollars a month, says Matos, who began working in this fast-paced field 13 years ago at the age of 20. 

Insurance companies do not want to provide coverage for motorcyclists, but if they do they charge exorbitant rates. So most motorcycle owners do not carry insurance, even though robbery is very common -- ”the biggest problem they face,” Matos says. 

Another use of the motorcycle is spreading in Brazil, the so-called ”moto-taxi”, with drivers charging a fare to transport a single passenger. This line of work, growing in medium and large cities alike, ”is not regulated and is done clandestinely,” he said. 

But new types of employment are not the main factor behind the explosive growth of Brazil's motorcycle market. Most are purchased for personal transportation, particularly to commute to work, but also for recreation, says Franklin de Melo, Abraciclo's executive director. 

The motorcycle industry became established in Brazil in 1975 with the arrival of the Japanese manufacturers Yamaha and Honda. 

But the industrial policy at the time required the use of nationally made components, and the auto-parts manufacturers did not have the capacity to produce them, complicating the motorcycle business early on, Melo explained in a conversation with IPS. 

In the 1980s and early 1990s, high inflation and periods of economic recession prevented major expansion of the sector, but that changed in 1994, when increased currency stability was achieved. 

Economic instability takes a toll on the motorcycle market because it is a product associated mostly with people of the lower and middle classes whose income does not allow the purchase of an automobile, Melo said. 

Thanks to the increased scale of production and a more flexible industrial policy, the cost of smaller, less powerful motorcycles has fallen, from 3,000 dollars in 1994 to around 1,400 dollars today, said the executive. 

He laments the ”panic syndrome” created by the dissemination of what he says are ”exaggerated” figures and opinions about traffic accidents, which go so far as to stigmatise motoboys as ”near criminals”. 

Brazilian motorcycles are comparable to those manufactured in Europe in terms of quality and safety, which is confirmed by the volume of exports, he said. 

Melo stressed that industry is doing its duty by maintaining driver-training centres and offering courses to the purchasing companies. 

But union leader Matos notes that greater oversight is needed for motorcycle-related jobs, and more ”defensive” driver training should be provided by public agencies. (END/2003)
___________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain
New area 'safe'

CONGRATULATIONS to Asry on completing and opening its beach to the general public. 

The government would do well to take a leaf out of Asry's book if it is truly committed to boosting the tourism sector in this beachless archipelago of 33 islands.

Taking absolutely nothing away from Asry's, and its fine example of how to get great publicity (quite rightly deserved), whilst providing a hugely beneficial facility for the public. But I would like to ask Asry how they can ensure that past and present industrial processes in the area have not contaminated this area?

In other countries strict guidelines are set and enforced to ensure that both water quality and accumulated contaminants in the soil are within safe bathing practice standards. 

With the dry dock facility and many other industrial facilities on the beach's very doorstep, the potential for contamination (as it does in most countries) exists

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=57487&Sn=LETT&IssueID=26131

Oman
‘Odour phenomenon around Mina al Fahal totally harmless’

Studies have shown that the hydrocarbon odour that occasionally sweeps over the Mina al Fahal area poses no risk to human health or the local environment. Senior officials of Oman Refinery Company (ORC) have stressed that the phenomenon is not linked in any way to its refinery operations. “ORC is definitely not the source of this emission,” emphasised Said Ali al Taley, General Manager (Operations and Technical Services). “We are operating a safe refinery, with safety systems in place to prevent any unsafe discharge or emission. ORC is also continuously modernising its facilities to ensure that refinery operations are environment-friendly, with no threat to the air, land or marine environment.”

http://www.omanobserver.com/hnews4.htm

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan calls on international, regional bodies to unite in fighting terrorism

*
Liberia: UN reports thousands more flee fighting

*
UN launches $530 million appeal to save 6.5 million people in southern Africa

*
Battle against Al-Qaida leaves no room for complacency – chair of UN panel

*
First UN-assisted convoy of Iraqi refugees returns home 

*
WHO chief announces plans to step up global polio eradication effort

*
Trial of former mayor in Rwanda gets underway at UN tribunal

*
300,000 Afghan refugees have returned home so far this year with UN help 

*
UN rights office publishes digest of decisions relating to civil liberties and terrorism

*
Manchester United celebrates partnership with UNICEF to end child exploitation

*
UN forum to examine media’s role in Internet age

* * * *

Regional organizations

29 July – Declaring that “most of the challenges we face are bigger than any single one of us,” United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today gathered together leaders of some 20 of the world’s regional organizations to forge “a new vision of global security” in the face of an “unprecedented” list of problems, above all terrorism and weapons of mass destruction.

“The vicious sting of terrorism has been felt by the world’s most powerful country, by its biggest democracy, by its largest state, by its most populous Muslim nation, and by the home of Islam’s holiest sites – indeed by all of us,” Mr. Annan said in opening remarks to the Fifth High-Level Meeting of the United Nations and Regional Organizations at UN Headquarters in New York.

“And we now see weapons of mass destruction threaten us not only by their very existence, but also by the potential that they might fall into the hands of terrorists who are difficult to deter and extreme in their methods and objectives,” he added.

Those attending included the African Union, Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), European Commission, League of Arab States, North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the international police organization INTERPOL and several UN agencies, including the nuclear watchdog International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Mr. Annan said civil wars and the disintegration of states “create conditions where civilians are brutalized and warlords, terrorists and traffickers are empowered,” while the question of when and on whose authority military force should be used, “be it to protect the innocent or achieve other aims, arouses great passions” around the world.

“While many of these problems have long been with us in one form or another, the range and diversity of the challenges presented by this environment are unprecedented,” he stressed, listing four essential basic points.

“First, we must remember we are all in this together,” he said. “Let us not add to our burdens by descending into unproductive polarizing over our differences.”

Second, institutions must keep pace with a rapidly changing world. Third, action must be taken not only against common enemies and threats but also against factors that allow them to thrive by removing the sense of political grievance and economic despair.

Finally, the basic principles of protecting human rights must never be forgotten. “If we compromise on human rights in seeking to fight terrorism, we hand terrorists a victory they cannot achieve on their own,” he declared.

“If we build on these fundamentals, I believe we can develop a new vision of global security,” he added. “A vision that respects human rights while confronting the threats of our age – including the threat of terrorism. A vision that draws upon the resources and legitimacy of a network of effective and mutually reinforcing multilateral mechanisms – regional and global – which are flexible and responsive to our rapidly changing and integrating world.”

* * *

Liberia


29 July – Thousands more Liberians have been displaced after the rebel capture of Buchanan, the West African country’s second-largest city, and the United Nations has received reports that over 50,000 people, including some who fled recent fighting in Monrovia, the capital, are moving towards an area near the international airport.


Since fighting between government forces and Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL) rebels intensified around Buchanan late last week, some 9,000 people have fled into the city, adding the existing caseload of 6,000 refugees, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in a news release today.


Recent fighting on Monrovia’s outskirts has caused displacement as well, and the UN has received reports that thousands of people are fleeing the war in Gardnersville, some 20 kilometres east of the capital and heading towards Paynesville, roughly 30 kilometres southeast, where refugee centres are already overcrowded.

Yesterday, within Monrovia, mortar shells landed on a church in the city centre and killed three persons instantly and wounded over 40 others, OCHA said. The Red Cross branch in the slum area of West Point reports having recorded 133 people wounded and 49 deaths, mostly of civilians, as a result of recent barrage of shelling in the area. 

Fighting in the capital has overwhelmed health facilities, with nearly all energy devoted to treating the wounded, OCHA reported. Sanitation remains a major problem in the refugee camps.

* * *

Southern Africa

29 July – The United Nations today launched an appeal for more than half a billion dollars for southern Africa to provide life-saving assistance for 6.5 million people severely weakened by consecutive failed harvests, extreme poverty and HIV/AIDS.

“Because of the quick response from the international community, the UN and its NGO (non-governmental organization) partners saved millions of lives threatened by starvation in southern Africa over the past year. But the crisis is not over and I urge donors to remember hundreds of thousands of families, many of them in Zimbabwe, who are still in grave danger,” said James Morris, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in southern Africa.

The 2003-2004 Regional Consolidated Appeal (CAP), bringing together eight UN agencies with NGOs and the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC), is seeking $530 million – $320 million for food and $210 million for other aid – for 6.5 million vulnerable people in Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe. In addition to food aid, the 12-month appeal also seeks to fund water and sanitation, agriculture, education and health projects.

Although the response to last year’s CAP and an improved harvest this year have brought some respite, many parts of the six countries remain extremely fragile. Hundreds of thousands of people were forced to sell household items and livestock to survive last year’s crisis and cannot afford to buy food is now available in markets.

Not only is HIV/AIDS killing millions of people prematurely, it is also wiping out the most productive members of society – farmers, teachers, health workers – leaving behind millions of orphans, widows, widowers and elderly. As a result, decades of development gains have been lost and efforts to reduce poverty and improve living standards have been severely undermined. The total number of AIDS orphans in the six countries is estimated to be over 2.3 million, and that number is rising fast.

“Even if rains begin to improve, as they did in parts of the region during the last season, how will fields be planted if there are no farmers to till the soil?” said Mr. Morris, who is Executive Director of the UN World Food Programme (WFP). “The world cannot afford to avert its gaze from southern Africa right now. If it does, we will see an accelerated and irreversible unravelling of societies across the region.”

Anne Bauer, Director of the Emergency Operations and Rehabilitation Division at the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), said: “The worst is not over yet. Many of the most vulnerable rural families are still relying on international assistance for their immediate survival in the months to come. The impact of HIV/AIDS on agricultural production is devastating. The pandemic is driving entire households and communities to levels of destitution and misery from which they cannot recover without assistance.”

FAO noted that an estimated 15 million people, of whom 58 per cent are women, are living with HIV/AIDS in the six countries, and there are strong indications that the prevalence rates have not yet peaked. In 2001, half a million people died of AIDS-related diseases in the region.

Calling the situation dire, the Director of Emergency Programmes at the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Nils Kastberg, said hundreds of thousands of people were selling what they had just to survive.  The current appeal, which represented the strongest engagement of non-governmental organizations and the Red Cross with the UN so far, involved a greater emphasis on the distribution of seeds and fertilizers, as well as on education and water.  In many cases, it was often girls that dropped out of school to help families get essential elements, such as water, he said.  

* * *

Terrorism

29 July – The battle against the Al-Qaida terrorist organization leaves no room for complacency and countries must seek out operatives trained in making crude forms of weapons of mass destruction as well as vet charitable foundations used as conduits for money, the United Nations Security Council was told today.

Despite some successes against Al-Qaida, including the arrest of senior leaders, recent bombings in Saudi Arabia, the Chechen Republic of the Russian Federation, Morocco, Yemen and Afghanistan underscored the dangers and challenges ahead, Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, chairman of the Council’s committee overseeing sanctions imposed against the Taliban, Al-Qaida and their associates, said in an open briefing to the 15-member body.

Mr. Muñoz noted that the possible presence of Al-Qaida associates within their territory appeared to be a stigma to some states, and detailed information was therefore not being presented to the committee. Overall response in submitting reports had been disappointing – to date 64 reports had been received, barely 30 per cent of UN members.

According to available information, individuals or entities associated with Al-Qaida were believed to be active in some way in a significant number of states that had not yet submitted a report, he added.

A continuing concern, he said, involved the many Al-Qaida operatives who had received training in such activities as making improvised explosive devices or crude forms of weapons of mass destruction or conducting assassinations. Any such individuals who were known to the authorities should be listed, in order to reduce the opportunity for them to move around freely.

It was also noted that Al-Qaida and the former Taliban rulers in Afghanistan who had protected them were still able to acquire adequate quantities of weapons and explosives.

Regarding terrorist financing, Mr. Muñoz said that as countries improved measures, such as stifling the flow of funds, the emphasis of the international community’s efforts must move to much greater control over, and transparency of, the accounting methods of charitable foundations.

The Committee was established in 1999 by Security Council resolution 1267 to report on the sanctions imposed after Usama bin Laden and other Al-Qaida leaders had been indicted in the United States for the 1998 bombing of the US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. The sanctions included efforts to bring the Al-Qaida leaders to justice and cut off any funding for the terrorist organization.

* * *

Iraq


29 July – The first convoy of refugees returning to Iraq since the fall of the previous government left Saudi Arabia’s Rafha camp today with more than 240 people in five buses, ending more than 12 years in exile, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported.

“Today’s convoy marks the beginning of the end of Rafha refugee camp, a chance for long-time refugees to finally return to their homeland,” UNHCR Assistant High Commissioner Kamel Morjane said.

 The convoy will travel along Saudi Arabia’s northern desert overnight escorted by UNHCR and Saudi officials, transit through Kuwait early on Wednesday and is expected to reach the southern Iraqi city of Basra later in the morning.

The agency expects more than 3,600 of the 5,200 refugees in Rafha camp to repatriate before the end of the year. Regular repatriation convoys, each transporting at least 250 refugees, are planned by UNHCR, the Saudi authorities and Iraq’s United States-run Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA).

Rafha’s refugees began pressing to leave in April when Saddam Hussein’s government fell, at times even holding sit-ins to pressure relief officials to organize their return as quickly as possible.

As the situation in Iraq improves, more refugees will be seeking to go back with UNHCR assistance. Of the some 1 million Iraqi refugees and other people of concern to UNHCR worldwide, as many as 500,000 could seek help to return to Iraq, with significant numbers expected in 2004. 

On activities relating to the Oil-for-Food programme, weekly meetings of UN and Iraqi experts and the CPA have so far produced a list of prioritized contracts valued at almost $2.5 billion for early delivery to Iraq. The programme, under which the former sanctions-bound regime was allowed to use oil sales to buy the food and humanitarian supplies and on which 60 per cent of Iraqis had depended as their sole source of sustenance, is to be phased out by November.   

On the political side, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, held discussions today with Jalal Talabani, leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and a member of the Iraqi Governing Council. Among issues discussed were drafting the new Constitution and the technical assistance the UN can provide on a number of fronts, including preparation for and holding of elections.  

* * *

Polio

29 July – The new head of the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today announced plans to rapidly step up the global fight to eradicate polio and named a senior agency expert in SARS as his representative to spearhead the effort.

“Polio eradication is a top priority. I want to see this disease gone once and for all. We have eliminated it from almost every country in the world. Now is the time to boost our action and resolve, and wipe it out everywhere,” WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said at a press briefing in Geneva, also announcing that his office has taken direct oversight of polio eradication activities.

“I am immediately upgrading WHO’s capacity to support India, Nigeria, Pakistan and Egypt in their efforts to immunize every child against polio,” he added. As part of the effort, the key endemic countries will conduct mass immunization campaigns from the end of August to December aimed at reaching a total of 175 million children. Success in eradicating polio depends on the success of these campaigns in India, Nigeria, Pakistan and Egypt.

David Heymann, who led WHO’s effort to contain the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome around the world, was named the Director-General’s Representative for Polio Eradication.

“Just as with SARS, polio knows no boundaries,” Mr. Heymann said. “In January, a child was paralyzed by polio in Lebanon for the first time in 10 years. That virus travelled from India. Unless we stop transmission in the remaining polio-endemic countries, polio will spread to other countries and paralyze children, potentially reversing the gains already made.” In the past 12 months, polioviruses have also spread from Nigeria to neighbouring countries that had been polio-free.

The Global Polio Eradication Initiative is spearheaded by WHO, Rotary International, the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). The poliovirus is now circulating in only seven countries, down from over 125 when the Global Polio Eradication Initiative was launched in 1988. The seven countries with indigenous wild poliovirus are India, Nigeria, Pakistan, Egypt, Afghanistan, Niger and Somalia.
* * *

Rwanda

29 July – The trial of a former mayor in Rwanda began today at the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), with prosecutors charging that the accused is guilty of genocide and crimes against humanity, for extermination, murder and rape.

The trial attorney told the court Sylvestre Gacumbitsi, former Bourgmestre of Rusomo Commune, embarked on a criminal course that initially involved mobilization of local authorities and political party extremists within his commune, liaising with the military establishment in Kibungo prefecture and the collection and distribution of weapons for use in the extermination campaign. Mr. Gacumbitsi also reportedly instigated others to rape and kill Tutsi civilians, and actively participated in the numerous killings that rocked Rusumo in 1994.

The court also heard from its first witness, a former journalist with the British Broadcasting Corp. (BBC) who was in Rwanda in 1994 and who described the many dead bodies he saw at the time.

In other news, the Tribunal has initiated major moves to strengthen its relations with the Rwandan Genocide Survivor Groups following a five-day visit to Rwanda for talks with survivor groups and senior government officials.

“It is the Tribunal’s intention to revive, pursue and develop a better and harmonious working relationship with the two organizations,” the court said in a press release, referring to the IBUKA and the AVEGA.

The talks centred on settling past differences, including the smooth provision and facilitation of witnesses to the ongoing trials and ensuring that a sustainable channel of communication between the parties was maintained at all times, as well as the welfare of genocide witnesses and victims and matters concerning international justice.
* * *

Afghanistan

29 July – The United Nations refugee agency has helped more than 300,000 Afghans return home from Pakistan and Iran so far this year, but the rate is far below last year’s unprecedented flow, a spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today.

Together with refugees who spontaneously repatriated, the total so far is more than 350,000 out of the 2.3 million estimated to be in both countries at the beginning of the year, spokesman Kris Janowski told a briefing in Geneva.

Returns have averaged more than 20,000 a week since May, compared with more than 20,000 a day in May last year. Overall in 2002, more than 1.8 million repatriated with assistance from UNHCR and its humanitarian partners.

Each returning family receives a UNHCR aid package and food from the UN World Food Programme (WFP). This year, UNHCR plans to provide 60,000 housing repair kits to Afghans going home with its assistance. Already, more than 12,700 families have begun work using their UNHCR shelter construction kits.

* * *

Human rights

29 July – The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has published a digest comprising the findings of judicial and quasi-judicial bodies of the United Nations and regional organizations on the protection of human rights in the context of measures against terrorism.

The digest is intended to assist policy makers and other concerned parties in developing a vision of counter-terrorism strategies that uphold legal and human rights obligations, OHCHR said in a press release, noting that while States may have “legitimate and urgent” reasons to take measures to eliminate terrorism, they have a duty to protect their nationals and others against terrorist attacks and to bring the perpetrators of such acts to justice.

“Human rights law establishes a framework in which terrorism can be effectively countered without adversely affecting fundamental freedoms,” it said. “The objective of this digest is to enhance the understanding of this framework.

The digest is available on the High Commissioner’s web site.

* * *

UNICEF

29 July – Surrounded by aspiring young soccer stars, players from football powerhouse Manchester United led a clinic today at United Nations Headquarters in New York to celebrate its partnership with the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to end child exploitation.

In a message to the event, delivered by wife Nane, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said that football was a life-affirming sport, able to give boys and girls a chance to play and use their talents to the fullest.

“It is good for one’s health and self-esteem. It can draw young people away from the dangers of drugs and crime,” he said. And, “for children growing up in the shadow of war, it can help them overcome the traumas they have suffered, and provide some coaching to those deprived of a parent’s guiding hand.”

Since 1999, the Manchester side has raised more that 1 million British pounds to support UNICEF programmes around the globe. “Football plays a crucial role in supporting and protecting children around the world and we are delighted that Manchester United, through the United for UNICEF partnership, are such enthusiastic supporters in our goal to end child exploitation,” the agency’s Executive Director, Carol Bellamy, said in a statement.

Joining players from the Brooklyn Patriots and Manhattan Spirit soccer teams at the event were Sir Alex Ferguson, Manager and UNICEF Special Representative for the United Kingdom, players Roy Carroll, Quinton Fortune, Ryan Giggs and Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, and football legend George Weah, UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador.

* * *

Media forum

29 July – Media leaders and policy makers from around the globe will convene in a landmark meeting to be broadcast worldwide from Geneva this December to discuss the role of the media in the information society as well as in issues ranging from violence to development.

The “World Electronic Media Forum” is a special event organized by the UN Department of Public Information (DPI) along with the European Broadcasting Union (EBU) and Switzerland in conjunction with the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which will run from 10 to 12 December. The Forum, scheduled for 9 to 11 December, will be seen live by satellite around the world and include real-time contributions from several continents by television and over the internet.

Panels, workshops and keynote speeches will explore the enhanced role of media in the information society, and examine such key topics as universal access to information, freedom of expression, cultural diversity, economic development, social cohesion and education.

Using the resources of the EBU, NHK and the Swiss Broadcasting Corporation, the Forum will showcase the technological possibilities of modern media and be broadcast live by satellite and on the Internet.

Satellite video links will bring together participants from a variety of locations around the world to interact with those in Geneva. The Forum will also feature originally produced audiovisual materials and a web site in nine languages, including the UN’s six official languages.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the Swiss President Pascal Couchepin are scheduled to open the Forum, which will be an important opportunity for media professionals from the developing world to meet and exchange views with their counterparts from industrialized countries.

* *** *
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Guest at Noon

           It’s a pleasure to welcome Nils Kastberg, the Director of UNICEF’s Emergency Programmes, who is here to

     talk to you about humanitarian appeals being launched today for southern Africa and Zimbabwe.  We’ll be getting to

     him in just a minute.

           **Consolidated Appeal

           On that subject, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) today has launched a one-year

     Regional Consolidated Appeal of $530 million for Southern Africa, that includes Lesotho, Mozambique, Swaziland,

     Zambia, Zimbabwe and Malawi, to provide life-saving assistance for 6.5 million people severely weakened by

     consecutive failed harvests, extreme poverty and HIV/AIDS.

           We have a press release with more details.

           **Regional Organizations Meeting

           The Secretary-General this morning opened the fifth high-level meeting between the United Nations and the

     world’s main regional organizations, telling them that the world’s increasing interdependence also brings great

     vulnerability, as borders cannot easily stop the movements of terrorists, warlords, small arms, refugees, narcotics,

     diseases and other hazards.

           Meanwhile, he added, the question of when, and on whose authority, military force should be used arouses

     great passions, not only in those States where force is deployed but everywhere.

           He told the organizations gathered today and tomorrow for the high-level meeting, “We must remember that we

     are all in this together.  Let us not add to our burdens by descending into unproductive polarizing over our differences.”

           The Secretary-General emphasized that the world’s institutions need to keep pace with changes; that we

     must be pro-active not only in dealing against common threats but also against the factors that allow them to thrive;

     and that we must all promote the principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter.  He said, “If we build on these

     fundamentals, I believe we can develop a new vision of global security”, which would respect human rights while

     confronting the threat of terrorism.

           We have copies of his remarks in my office.

           **Liberia

           With the capture of Liberia’s second-largest city, Buchanan, by rebel forces, thousands more Liberians have

     been displaced, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs says.  The United Nations has received reports

     that more than 50,000 people are moving towards Harbel, around the Roberts International Airport, which is some 50

     kilometres east of the capital, Monrovia.

           The fighting in Monrovia is overwhelming health facilities, with nearly all energy devoted to treating the

     wounded.

           The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) says that rebel fighting has spread

     to another camp on the outskirts of Monrovia, in the Samukai area, which housed more than 3,500 Sierra Leonean

     refugees, many of whom have now fled.  Some local UNHCR staff living in the area also fled their homes.  We have

     more details in today’s briefing notes from UNHCR.

           **Iraq - Humanitarian

           The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees says that it expects the first convoy of

     refugees returning to Iraq since the fall of the previous government to leave Saudi Arabia's Rafha camp this evening. 

     More than 240 Iraqis will be leaving in the convoy, which is expected to cross into southern Iraq early Wednesday

     morning.  The convoy will make its way to Basra, in southern Iraq, through Kuwait.

           The UNHCR expects more than 3,600 refugees to leave the camp and return to Iraq before the end of the year

     in convoys set to depart from Rafha at 10-day intervals.

           As the situation in Iraq improves, more refugees will be seeking to go back with UNHCR assistance.  Of the

     some 1 million Iraqi refugees and other people of concern to UNHCR worldwide, as many as 500,000 could seek help

     to return to Iraq, with significant numbers expected next year.

           On activities relating to the “oil-for-food” programme, weekly meetings of UN and Iraqi experts and the Coalition

     Provisional Authority in Iraq have so far produced a list of prioritized contracts valued at almost $2.5 billion for early

     delivery to Iraq.

           On the political side, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, held

     discussions today with Jalal Talabani, the leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and a member of the Iraqi

     Governing Council.

           Among other issues, they discussed the work of the Council, its negotiations on appointing its leadership, the

     processes being contemplated to move toward drafting the Constitution, and the technical assistance the United

     Nations can provide to the Council on a number of fronts, including the preparation for and holding of elections.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council today held an open meeting on the work of the Committee dealing with the sanctions

     imposed under Resolution 1267 on Al Qaeda, the Taliban and associated individuals and entities, during which it heard

     a briefing by the Committee’s Chairman, Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile.

           He said that the Committee has improved its consolidated list of individuals associated with Al-Qaeda and the

     Taliban in recent months, and he strongly encouraged States to provide any additional information for inclusion on that

     list.

           **Rwanda

           The trial of Sylvestre Gacumbitsi, the former mayor of Rusomo Commune, began today at the International

     Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, with prosecutors charging that the accused is guilty of genocide and crimes against

     humanity, for extermination, murder and rape.  The court heard from a former BBC journalist who was in Rwanda in

     1994 and described the many dead bodies he saw at the time.

           We have a press release on that, as well as one on the major moves that the Rwanda Tribunal has taken to

     strengthen its relationship with groups of Rwandan genocide survivors.

           **Afghanistan

           The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has assisted more than 300,000

     Afghan refugees to return home this year from Pakistan and Iran.  More than 50,000 other refugees have

     spontaneously repatriated from Iran over the same period.  UNHCR believes there were 1.1 million Afghan refugees in

     Iran and 1.2 million Afghan refugees in Pakistan at the start of this year.

           The UNHCR said that despite ongoing security problems in parts of Afghanistan and tremendous economic

     needs, Afghan refugees are still going back in significant numbers.  Each returning family receives a UNHCR aid

     package and food from the World Food Programme.

           **UNICEF – Manchester United

           Soccer fans, this afternoon, Nane Annan will deliver a message on behalf of her husband, the

     Secretary-General, at an event of the United Nations Children’s Fund and Manchester United Football Club that will

     take place at 3 p.m. on the North Lawn here at Headquarters.  The Secretary-General is expected to stop by.

           UNICEF’s Special Representative for the United Kingdom Sir Alex Ferguson and Manchester United’s

     Manager Peter Kenyon, together with four of the club’s biggest stars, UNICEF Ambassador George Weah and a group

     of local school children will hold a soccer clinic to celebrate Manchester United’s commitment to UNICEF through the

     ‘United for UNICEF’ partnership, which raised over $1.5 million for ending child exploitation.

           We have a press release with more details.

           **Human Rights

           The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCR) has just finalized a digest that compiles the

     findings of judicial and quasi-judicial bodies of the United Nations and regional organizations on the issue of the

     protection of human rights in the context of measures against terrorism.

           The digest is intended to assist policy makers and other concerned parties in developing a vision of

     counter-terrorism strategies that uphold legal and human rights obligations and help to bring the perpetrators of

     terrorist acts to justice.  The digest is available on the Web site of the High Commissioner (www.unhchr.ch).

           **WHO

           Director-General Jong-Wook Lee of the World Health Organization today announced his plans to rapidly step

     up WHO’s effort to eradicate polio worldwide.

           From the end of August to December, the key polio endemic countries would conduct mass immunization

     campaigns aimed at reaching a total of 175 million children in India, Nigeria, Pakistan and Egypt, which together

     accounted for 99 per cent of new cases of polio worldwide.

           We have a press release on that.

           **Media

           This is a little bit early, but it’s DPI’s timing.

           Media leaders and international policy makers will take part in a landmark meeting to be broadcast worldwide

     this December –- so now mark your calendars -- from Geneva.  It’s the World Electronic Media Forum, to discuss the

     role that the media plays in issues ranging from violence to development.  The Forum is being organized by the

     Department of Public Information, together with the Government of Switzerland and the European Broadcasting Union. 

     That will happen from 9 to 11 December.

           We’ll try to give you a reminder when December comes around.

           **Press Conference Tomorrow

           At 11 tomorrow, Carl Gray, the Economic Affairs Officer in the Department for Economic and Social Affairs,

     will be here to launch the “Economic Report on Africa 2003”, which is the flagship publication of the Economic

     Commission for Africa.

           Advance copies of the report may be obtained from Gumisai Mutume of the Department of Public Information.

           **Secretary-General’s Press Conference

           And finally, we will not do a press briefing tomorrow at noon because at 1, the Secretary-General will be

     coming here to give a press conference in connection with this two-day meeting that we told you about; but also to

     take your questions on all subjects as part of his mid-year press conference.  And we all look forward to your presence

     at that event.

           Any questions before we go to Nils?  Yes, Richard?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  I don’t know if you’ve discussed it, but for broadcast purposes can you just put on the record the

     reason that the Secretary-General has made adjustments to the war crimes Prosecutor’s office for Bosnia and Rwanda

     that you were talking about?

           Spokesman:  I can’t go into the details of the letter sent to the Council this morning.  But yesterday I think he

     hinted very broadly to you what his thinking was.  He said, if I can quote from his press encounter yesterday, “There is

     a sense that as we approach the end and both tribunals are being asked to come up with a completion strategy to be

     able to finish their work and close down the courts, it may be necessary to have two prosecutors to tackle that

     essential part of their work.”  So, I think his motivation as expressed there was, let’s speed up the work in order to

     reach completion by a reasonable date.

           Question:  I would be interested to know how much of DPI or UN money is being spent on that conference on

     electronic media; is there a way of finding out?

           Spokesman:  I think so.  DPI is broke as far as I know, so I assume it’s not a lot.

           Question:  Did you say DPI is broken or broke?

           Spokesman:  Broke.  Broke.

           Question:  I also asked a few months, weeks ago; may be you answered when I wasn’t here.  What went into

     the decision to assign Aramark instead of Restaurant Associates the UN cafeteria contract?

           Spokesman:  Competitive bidding.

           Question:  Meaning they could raise prices and...?

           Spokesman:  They came in cheaper and they had the competence to do the job.  You don’t like the food?

           Question:  I am just going by what other people have said.

           Spokesman:  You guys are hard to please.  Anything else of substance?  Okay, Nils, welcome to the briefing.

                                              * *** *

__




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Security" ��Financial Times - Global farms study aims for food security�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Growth" ��Mail & Guardian - China's growth 'unsustainable'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Economy" ��Jakarta Post - Balancing fairly China's economy�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Reserve" ��The People Daily (Beijing) - National Nature Reserve Established in Xinjiang�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Naturereserve" ��Xinhua News Agency - National nature reserve established in Xinjiang�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ark" ��Modern Noah's Ark is built on-line�
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