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Les grandes sociétés de placement lancent une initiative avec l'ONU en vue d'étudier les questions sociales et environnementales à l'échelle mondiale.


(6/29/2004 10:19:15 AM)
NEW YORK--(BUSINESS WIRE)-28 Juin 2004--Vingt des plus grandes sociétés de placement du monde - dont Groupe Crédit Suisse, Goldman Sachs, HSBC et Morgan Stanley - ont lancé un programme intitulé " Global Compact " en partenariat avec l'ONU, dans le cadre duquel elles tenteront de prendre en compte les considérations sociales et environnementales - dont les droits de la personne et les changements climatiques... - part of mainstream investment analysis and decision-making.

( BW)(NY-UNITED-NATIONS) Major Investment Companies Launch Initiative With U.N. to Address Global Social and Environmental Issues
NEW YORK--(BUSINESS WIRE)--June 28, 2004--Twenty of the world's largest investment companies - including Credit Suisse Group, Goldman Sachs, HSBC and Morgan Stanley - have launched a program in partnership with the United Nations "Global Compact" that will seek to make the consideration of social and environmental issues - including human rights and climate change - part of mainstream investment analysis and decision-making.

The chief executive officers of the companies, representing $6 trillion in assets worldwide, officially backed the initiative, "Who Cares Wins", at a summit of business leaders at UN Headquarters in New York City.

The companies agreed to begin work "connecting financial markets" to environmental, social and governance criteria, and agreed on steps to bring other actors in the financial world, including stock exchanges and pension funds, into accord on how these factors could become standard components in the analysis of corporate performance and investment decision-making.

"Investment companies, which contribute the fuel to the global economy, increasingly recognize that analyzing the corporations they recommend and invest in on the basis of social and environment issues must be central in their work", said Gavin Power, senior advisor at the United Nations Global Compact. "It is clear that in today's world, businesses that ignore issues such as human rights abuses, poor working conditions and climate change risk doing so at their own peril. They are exposed to lawsuits, damage to their reputations and can even lose their ability to operate in important markets. This report represents the beginning of a sea change in approach vis-a-vis the financial community, and should ultimately help make globalization a process that benefits more people, including the world's poorest".

The companies agreed to pursue a range of recommendations, including introducing internal incentive systems to reward analysis in this area, stating: "We are convinced that a better consideration of environmental, social and governance factors will ultimately contribute to stronger and more resilient investment markets, as well as contribute to the sustainable development of societies".

Who Cares Wins: Connecting Financial Markets to a Changing World; Recommendations by the financial industry to better integrate environmental, social and governance issues in analysis, asset management and securities brokerage is endorsed by ABN Amro, AXA Group, Banco do Brasil, Bank Sarasin, BNP Paribas, Calvert Group, CNP Assurances, Credit Suisse Group, Deutsche Bank, Goldman Sachs, Henderson Global Investor, HSBC, Innovest, ISIS Asset Managmement, KLP Insurance, Morgan Stanley, RCM, UBS and Westpac. A complementary report on "The Materiality of Social, Environmental and Corporate Governance Issues to Equity Pricing" was also issued, by the U.N. Environment Programme's Finance Initiative.

Copies of "Who Cares Wins" are available from the Global Compact Office, globalcompact@un.org. For more information, contact Matthias Stausberg, 917-367-3423, stausberg@un.org, the Global Compact Office, United Nations.

CONTACT: United Nations

___________________________________________

The Guardian

Wednesday June 30, 2004

Beckett sees climate change as being righteous war Blair could win 


Environment secretary says the world looks for UK to play historic role 



Jackie Ashley
 The Guardian 

It has been Margaret Beckett's lot for some years to be wheeled out on Today or Newsnight when the government is in a fix and everyone else is suddenly just too busy. 
There she was on Any Questions in the aftermath of Labour's dismal performance in this month's elections, doing her usual stuff: confident, but not overly so; conciliatory, but not too much. She herself describes the way she is parachuted in for the government as a "dubious or backhanded compliment". Now she has another idea for saving the prime minister's skin. 

If Tony Blair's legacy seems forever bound up with Iraq, well, here's a way out. 

How about: Blair saves the world? This is a slight exaggeration, not a dramatic one. 

As environment secretary, Beckett has been at the centre of international talks about climate change, and believes next year will be pivotal. Eighteen months ago, Blair told her climate change would be the priority for Britain's presidency of the G8 next year. Since then there have been intensive, unreported, discussions between cabinet ministers. 

In the US and Australia, politicians have been telling Beckett, "Tony Blair is a world leader, and everyone looks to him on this; he's really got to push this forward in the coming year." Pressure is piling on from developing countries even more intensively, as what Beckett calls the grim realities of climate change sink home. 

Here is where Britain could play a historic role: "We're seen as people who really care about this; if people expect us to create a greater momentum, and then if we are unable to do so, that would cause a lot of alarm." So the stakes could not be higher for Blair's diplomatic skills: his environment secretary quotes Klaus Töpfler, head of the UN environment programme, who says halting climate change is "the peace process of the 21st century". 

Beckett believes that the tangible results of climate change have pushed it "pretty high up the agenda" for the Cabinet. As a result, lifestyle and tax changes are made a big part of environmental change: there is a hint of dryness and a meaningful pause when Beckett says, "We're always talking to Gordon about the things he'd be prepared to do this time round ... He does a bit more for the environment every Budget." She believes it will be a major election theme. 

The problem, of course, is that so many believe climate change is just too big to stop. Beckett does not agree. The enthusiasts outside government believe the target of reducing emissions to 60% of today's by about 2050, with a peak in global emissions in the next 10 years, can be done - "They think it is do-able with technologies that we're either using, or within sight of using ... We think they may be a little bit optimistic, but that is their view." The other excuse cited by fatalists is that the huge growth of the Chinese, Indian and other fast-developing economies means there is little point in the west cutting back on the margins. 

Fresh from a visit to China, Beckett suggests it is almost the other way around. The Chinese, she says, realise that if they continue to grow unsustainably, and then try to match the US level of car-use, for instance, they would start to run out of useable agricultural land. As a result China is trying to achieve its growth with a less-than-proportional increase in emissions: "The Chinese are saying, bring it all on, whatever your thoughts on renewable energy, we're interested." 

As to ministers at home, the message is stark. Colleagues have been aware, but tended to think that "this is something we will address over the decades ahead". She's been ramming home uncomfortable statistics on the urgency of the job. "This is a security issue. A lack of water, lack of opportunity to grow food; these are the things that have made human populations move throughout human history. You've only got to look at the archaeological record, never mind the geological record, to see how whole communities have shifted." Both Jack Straw and Geoff Hoon have "very much taken that on board". 

Iraq has so dominated the past two years that it is hard to imagine the government being remembered for anything else. But if such a transformation is possible, then Margaret Beckett, that great survivor from Labour's wilderness years, has just explained how it could happen.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

SciDev.Net
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Varieties of cacao in Brazil


Catherine Brahic
29 June 2004
Source: SciDev.Net



The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), together with the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI) and six other national and international partners have launched a new programme that aims to boost the conservation and use of the wild relatives of some of the world's key crops.

As part of the project, called 'In situ conservation of crop wild relatives through enhanced management and field application', Armenia, Bolivia, Madagascar, Sri Lanka and Uzbekistan will work with the international agencies to determine how to best conserve their rich genetic resources. 

The programme will link data and information held in dispersed locations, and create a network for scientists and breeders to exchange knowledge and identify promising traits for improving crop production.

Wild relatives of key crops are useful for breeding purposes — allowing development of new varieties with higher yields, greater disease resistance and higher nutritional values. For instance, scientists are breeding a cross between cultivated broccoli and a wild Sicilian relative. The result is a variety that contains 100 times 'normal' levels of the cancer fighting chemical sulforaphane, an antioxidant that destroys compounds that can damage DNA.

The new programme will determine the conservation status of crop relatives, both in the field and in gene banks, and create national inventories of biodiversity. And it will develop an information access and management system that can be used worldwide. 

Procedures for identifying conservation priorities will be also developed and tested. Using them, the participating countries will decide on necessary conservation actions and work with local communities, helping them protect the wild crop relatives and understand their benefits and uses.

The project will build on existing conservation measures. For instance, while Sri Lanka has taken steps to conserve crop relatives, it has no national strategy. Armenia and Uzbekistan have made some effort to conserve wild crop relatives by creating limited protected areas, and Bolivia and Madagascar need to extend surveys to determine where wild crop relatives are found and also to create protected areas. 

According to the UNEP and the IPGRI, it is estimated that between 1976 and 1980, wild relatives contributed approximately US$340 million per year in yield and disease resistance to the farm economy of the United States alone.
The Times, Malta 

Firms ignoring social woes risk stock slide
Reuters

Companies that ignore pressing social and environmental problems do so at the risk of seeing their stock price tumble, 12 major investment firms and the UN Environment Programme warned.

"Environmental, social and corporate governance issues affect long-term shareholder value," said Espen Klitzing of Oslo-based investment group Storebrand ASA.

"So it's not just about being a good corporate citizen. It's also about achieving superior returns," he told a news conference at UN headquarters.

At a recent meeting with 20 of Europe's largest pension funds, all agreed that a firm's failure to look at these issues "is a problem for their investments," said Walter Kielholz, chairman of Switzerland's Credit Suisse Group.

A report on the issue by the UN agency, France's BNP Paribas Asset Management, US-based Citigroup's Asset Management, HSBC Asset Management (Europe) SA, Japan's Nikko Asset Management and others was presented at a UN conference of several hundred corporate, government, labour and civic leaders.

"I ask all of you to work together - business, civil society, labour and governments - and to work with the UN, to reduce the global risks we all face and to realise the promise of a fairer, more stable world," said UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan at the gathering.

Launched in 2000, the compact has grown to nearly 1,500 firms in 70 countries, Annan said, making it the world's largest voluntary corporate citizenship network.

The compact has nine guiding principles, including using environmentally friendly technologies and ending sweatshop conditions, child labour and discrimination against minorities and women.

Compact participants adopted a new guiding principle that "business should work against corruption in all its forms, including extortion and bribery."

Ten stock exchanges announced plans to promote the UN-backed standards among the 3,000 companies whose shares they list, with a total market capitalisation of $3 trillion.

The participating markets are Brazil's Bovespa, a group of European stock exchanges known as Euronext, and the German, Irish, Istanbul, Italian, Jakarta, Johannesburg, Luxembourg and Toronto stock exchanges.

But some labour, environmental and human rights groups criticised the compact for not ensuring that participants adhere to commitments made on the programme's website www.unglobalcompact.org.

Angola Press

27 June 2004

African environment experts meet in Libya
Tripoli, Libya, 27/06 - African environmental and agricultural experts and specialists are to wind-up a two-day meeting in Sirte Sunday to prepare for the 10th conference of Environment Ministers of the African Union (AU) scheduled in the Libyan city 450-km east of here from 29-30 June.

Senior Sirte city council personalities joined the executive director of the Regional Office for Africa of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the director of the Executive Bureau of African environment ministers during the opening session on Saturday.

Various speakers underscored the importance of maintaining a healthy environment in Africa`s development process so as to combat diseases and improve the wellbeing of the population.

A number of issues are on the agenda of the experts` meeting, including an assessment of the impact of environment on the peoples` life, the development process, the promotion of renewable sources of energies, weather, the fight against desertification and health.

Next week`s conference of AU Environment Ministers will examine several ecological issues confronting the African continent.

Delegates from the AU, African regional economic groupings the African Development Bank (ADB), the UN Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO) and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) are expected to attend the conference. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Will Caspian Sea become another Aral? 
By Marina Kozlova
United Press International
Published 6/28/2004 1:53 PM
TASHKENT, Uzbekistan, June 28 (UPI) -- The Caspian Sea, the largest inland body of water on Earth, is in danger of turning into an environmental dead zone, a development whose impacts would be felt throughout Central Asia and Eastern Europe, scientists told United Press International. 

Five countries -- Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia and Turkmenistan -- surround the Caspian but wastes from Russia's industrial facilities carried down the Volga River provide the sea with the most pollution. 

The region's oil reserves are estimated at more than 200 billion barrels, which puts it in second place after the Middle East. Exploration and exploitation of oil fields account for another major component of the pollution. 

In terms of oil, and from an environmental standpoint, Azerbaijan's oil facilities are among the worst in the world, Bahman Aghai Diba, a consultant on international law for the World Resources Company in McLean, Va., told UPI. Azerbaijan has been using oil resources both within and close to the Caspian for about 80 years.

A rise in the sea's level also has been causing problems. For example, between 1978 and 1995, between 700 and 1,200 oil wells have been flooded in Kazakhstan, said Alexander Bolshov, a consultant for the Atyrau branch office of the Kazakh agency for applied ecology. 

"Nobody knows an exact number of flooded oil wells," Bolshov told UPI. Oil is leaking out of some wells, he added.

Oil pollution levels in different parts of the Caspian are between 1.5 times and 11.8 times the maximum permissible concentration, Bolshov said. 

Copper in the northern Caspian exceeds the maximum permissible level by 3.9 times. The zinc concentration, at a short distance away from the Cheleken Peninsula in Turkmenistan, exceeds the MPC by 7.2 times, he said.

Although copper and zinc are used as nutritional supplements, they are heavy metals that can damage living creatures at certain concentrations and tend to accumulate in the food chain.

Along with seals, sturgeons -- fish used for food and the eggs necessary for the caviar industry -- are dying in the Caspian in large quantities. The reason, Bolshov said, is migration of toxic substances up the food chain -- a process that tends to concentrate those substances in creatures at the top. 

"Irreversible processes will start if water pollution reaches a critical level," he said.

The more money that has been invested in the oil industry in Kazakhstan's western Atyrau province -- on the northern shore of the Caspian -- the higher sickness rates have become, said Muftach Diarov, director of the Scientific Center for Regional Ecological Problems of the Atyrau Institute of Oil And Gas. 

"The main issue is the enforcement of the existing laws," Aghai Diba said. "The lack of agreement on the legal regime of the Caspian Sea is hampering the legal and enforcement efforts."

Illegal and unregulated fishing has reduced the sturgeon stocks by more than 80 percent in the Caspian, according to Aghai Diba. The U.S. government is considering declaring some types of the caviar producing fish as endangered species, he added. 

"Convention for the Protection of the Caspian Sea was adopted recently by all Caspian countries but adoption itself is far from implementation," Ljubomir Jeftic, an environmental management expert from Croatia, told UPI. 

Jeftic has evaluated two projects of the Global Environment Facility on the Caspian for the United Nations Environment Program and for the World Bank. 

Jeftic cited a lack of planned coastal development and the ability of governments surrounding the Caspian as contributing the most damage to the ecosystem. 

"Money is a big problem," he added. 

People will finally kill the Caspian if the present pollution trend continues, said Hamid Amirebrahimi, director of the South Caspian Institution for Environmental Services in Tonekabon, Iran, and public participation adviser for the Caspian Environment Program, which is governed by a committee of representatives from the five coastal Caspian states.

"In a polluted environment, human life is also under threat," Amirebrahimi told UPI. 

"The pollution will affect the whole area," Aghai Diba said. "The littoral (coastal) states must be responsible for the extent of pollution that they cause. The Caspian Sea must get out of the status of a free garbage dump."

Amirebrahimi considers the activity of the Caspian Environment Program and The Framework Convention on Environment of the Caspian Sea, signed by all Caspian littoral states in November 2003, the only hope. 

"Nothing should be done, but stop the Caspian pollution," said Ramiz Mamedov, head of the Center for the Problems of the Caspian Sea and deputy head of the Institute of Geography in Baku, Azerbaijan.

The waters of the Caspian would not be able to self-purify for 40 years, he told UPI.

UPI

Will Caspian Sea become another Aral? 
By Marina Kozlova

United Press International
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"In a polluted environment, human life is also under threat," Amirebrahimi told UPI. 

"The pollution will affect the whole area," Aghai Diba said. "The littoral (coastal) states must be responsible for the extent of pollution that they cause. The Caspian Sea must get out of the status of a free garbage dump."

Amirebrahimi considers the activity of the Caspian Environment Program and The Framework Convention on Environment of the Caspian Sea, signed by all Caspian littoral states in November 2003, the only hope. 
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Correction and clarification

Friday June 25, 2004
The Guardian 

Our report of the resignation of Bjorn Lomborg as head of the Danish government's environmental advice agency noted that he had been found guilty of "scientific dishonesty" in his book, The Skeptical Environmentalist, by a committee of the Danish Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation (Critic of Kyoto pledge quits as green adviser, page 17, June 23). However, the article failed to point out that this decision was subsequently rejected by the ministry in December 2003 and that in March this year the Danish Committees on Scientific Dishonesty decided they would not reopen the case. The article also stated that a committee member had accused him of "unrepentant incompetence" when this accusation actually came from one of the complainants, Jeff Harvey. We wish to apologise to Mr Lomborg for our unintended misrepresentation.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian

Critic of Kyoto pledge quits as green adviser 

Jan Olsen, Associated Press in Copenhagen
Wednesday June 23, 2004
 The following apology was printed in the Guardian's Corrections and Clarifications column, Friday June 25 2004

In the report below on the resignation of Bjorn Lomborg as head of the Danish government's environmental advice agency, we noted that he had been found guilty of "scientific dishonesty" in his book, The Skeptical Environmentalist, by a committee of the Danish Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation. However, we failed to point out that this decision was subsequently rejected by the ministry in December 2003 and that in March this year the Danish Committees on Scientific Dishonesty decided they would not reopen the case. The article also states that a committee member had accused him of "unrepentant incompetence" when this accusation actually came from one of the complainants, Jeff Harvey. We wish to apologise to Mr Lomborg for our unintended misrepresentation. 




Bjorn Lomborg, a researcher who made his name playing down the threat of global warming, said yesterday that he was stepping down as head of the Danish government's environmental advice agency. 
Mr Lomborg, 39, is known for his 2001 bestseller, The Skeptical Environmentalist, which drew wide criticism for its argument that concerns about melting ice caps, deforestation, and acid rain were exaggerated. He said the Earth overall was getting cleaner, and that humankind was getting healthier and richer. 

He has resigned as director of the Environmental Assessment Institute, which also monitors how tax money is used to curb pollution. "Fundamentally, I'm an academic," he said. 

He will return to being an associate professor at the University of Aarhus. Speaking of his work at the institute, he said: "What I'm enthusiastic about is research, but scientists are obliged to tell the world about their results [and] to come out of the ivory tower." 

He reiterated his views on Monday in a heated debate with the UN environment chief Klaus Toepfer in Germany, saying that the Kyoto protocol, which requires that industrial states reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 2012 to pre-1990s levels, was a poor investment: "Kyoto would cost at least $150bn a year, yet merely postpone global warming for six years. The family in Bangladesh who will get flooded will have an extra six years to move." 

Mr Toepfer countered that "numbers and economics" alone should not determine action to counter climate change, and took issue with Mr Lomborg's argument that it was not a priority in the developing world. "I don't want the family in Bangladesh to move six years later. I want to change what's now happening with climate change, so they don't have to move at all," Mr Toepfer said. 

Last month, Prof Lomborg's institute organised a conference where international economists ranked fighting Aids and malnutrition and making foreign trade easier as far more cost-effective ways of improving the world than combating global warming. 

A former member of Greenpeace, Prof Lomborg became the institute's first director in 2002. His work had made him popular with the rightwing establishment. But he was found guilty last year of "scientific dishonesty" by a Danish panel which said his work was one-sided, selective and at variance with "good scientific practice". One panel member said he had crossed the divide between controversial but competent science and "unrepentant incompetence". 

After a year-long investigation, the panel said his book suffered from "such perversion of the scientific message in the form of systematically biased representation that the objective criteria for upholding scientific dishonesty have not been met". 

The book concluded that life for humans had never been better, pollution was falling, and there were enough resources for current levels of prosperity to continue. It also concluded that the "colossal sums" planned to be deployed on reducing global warming would be "money ill-spent". 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

New Straits Times (Malaysia)

June 29, 2004, Tuesday

How to take great pictures

BODY:
PHOTOGRAPHY is an exciting and rewarding craft, if you go about it the right way. To avoid disasters - like taking someone's picture with half his head cropped out - check out the tips below:

1. Make sure you have the right kind of film. There are special and different types of film for taking pictures indoors and outdoors. Get help from people at the photo shops. 

2. Load the film properly and check if the film counter moves. You don't want to be clicking away only to find out later that you've captured nothing.

3. Make sure you don't block the lens or the flash with your finger or it will show in the picture.

4. Compose your picture. If you're taking a group picture, make sure everyone is in the frame and nobody's head is cut off.

5. If you're taking pictures of someone, spend some time observing and understanding the person first.

6. Always include interesting details in your picture but do away with distracting elements. For example, if you want to take a picture of your cat, make sure another cat's tail isn't in the way. Focus on the subject
but keep things simple.

7. Pay attention to your surroundings. Observe the lighting around you.  If you're indoors, and there isn't enough light, be sure to switch on the flash. When outside, it helps to observe the amount of light present in
your surrounding.

8. When taking pictures of scenery, choose something to focus on – like an interesting tree on a barren land, the blue of the sky, etc.

9. If you're photographing a person outdoors, make sure the sun is behind you. If the sun is behind your subject, the subject will appear darker than the background.

10. Try not to place the subject in the middle all the time. There is such a thing as the rule of thirds. Having the subject in one third of the frame (to the right or left instead of the middle of your composition) can be nice. But try to keep a balance between the subject and the surroundings. Vary the position of your subject so that your picture will be more interesting.

11. Squat, sit, stand on one leg if that's what it takes to achieve different effects for your pictures. The idea is to look and picture your subjects from different angles.

12. If your camera has a zoom function, utilise it for better picture composition.

These are just basic guidelines. Like art, there are no set rules to follow. Don't be afraid to experiment. Learn from your mistakes.  Ultimately, you decide what it is that you want to achieve.


THE extraordinary diversity of life on our planet is endangered. Well, get clicking! Use photography to express your anger, concern, joy and hope for all life on Earth. Better still, submit your pictures to the International Photographic Competition on the Environment.

Recently launched by the United Nations Environment Programme, the contest is themed Celebrating Diversity and will run until Oct 24, 2004.
It's open to all nationalities and ages.

The youth category is for those aged 15 to 24 as at Oct 24. The
children's category is for those aged 14 or younger.

There are cash prizes up for grabs. Log on to www.unep-photo.com for the
details, rules and regulations and how to submit entries.
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ENS

Wonders of Russia, South Africa Up for World Heritage List 
SUZHOU, China, June 29, 2004 (ENS) - Forty-eight sites will be considered for inscription on UNESCO’s World Heritage List of outstanding cultural and natural sites during this year's session of UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee, which opened its 10 day meeting here on Monday. 

The Committee will consider the inscription of 33 cultural and eight natural sites this year. 

The Wrangel Island Reserve in far eastern Russia, along with the Cape Floral Region of South Africa, which includes the famous Table Mountain, are potential natural sites that may be inscribed on the list this year. Other nominated sites are the Illulissat Icefjord in Greenland and the tropical rainforests of Sumatra, Indonesia, according to the IUCN-World Conservation Union, which evaluates sites nominated by governments for inclusion on the list. 
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A protea, part of the Cape Floral Kingdom of South Africa (Photo courtesy Galen Frysinger)
“Inscription of these and other sites would recognize their outstanding value not only to the countries in which they are located but to the whole international community,” said Achim Steiner, IUCN Director General. “If designated, in the spirit of the World Heritage Convention all of us will count on our respective governments to ensure the long term protection of these sites for the benefit of all humankind.” 

The sites are presented for consideration this year by 36 countries - Andorra, Australia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, China, Cyprus, North Korea, Denmark, Estonia, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Norway, Panama, Poland, Portugal, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Serbia and Montenegro, South Africa, Sweden, Togo, and the United Kingdom. 

The Committee will also consider the nomination of seven extensions of previously inscribed sites in five countries - Costa Rica, China, India, Russia, and the United Kingdom. 

Natural sites nominated for extensions include the St. Kilda Archipelago off the western coast of Scotland, and Gough and Inaccessible Islands, in the South Atlantic, nominated by the UK to extend the boundaries to include the surrounding marine zones, 

Also nominated for extension is the Guanacaste Conservation Area in Costa Rica, where the IUCN says the government has worked to increase the protection of an adjoining area of valuable conservation land. 

In addition, the Committee will review the List of World Heritage in Danger, which currently includes 35 sites. These are sites that are seriously threatened by industry or mining pollution, looting, war, uncontrolled tourism, or poaching. 

Mt. Sovetskaya, at 1096 meters, is the highest point on Wrangel Island. (Photo courtesy UW)
Chinese President Hu Jintao sent written congratulatory remarks to the Committee at the Urban Planning Convention Center where more than 500 representatives from 100 countries are participating in the session. 

In his opening statement, UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said the task of deciding amongst the numerous candidate sites is "difficult and arduous," but he expressed confidence that the Committee members would be "impartial." 

Mayor of Suzhou City Yang Weize said at the opening ceremony that Suzhou will strive to turn the session into an unforgettable international event with its first-rate conference halls and facilities, urban environment, and civilized image. 

The 2,500 year old city is located on the shore of Lake Taihu in southeastern Jiangsu Province some 150 kilometers west of Shanghai. 

The old part of the city features unique classical gardens laid out centuries ago. In 1997, and again in 2000, a total of nine classical gardens in Suzhou were inscribed on the UNESCO List of World Heritage. 

Dating from the 11th to the 19th century, the protected gardens "reflect the profound metaphysical importance of natural beauty in Chinese culture in their meticulous design," UNESCO says. 

One of the classical gardens of Suzhou inscribed on the World Heritage List (Photo courtesy UNESCO)
The construction of gardens in Suzhou dates back to 476 B.C. when the king of Wu State built a royal garden here. 

Mayor Yang told the delegates that "to deepen the sense of heritage protection" among Suzhou citizens he has declared that every June 28 will be World Heritage Day in Suzhou. 

To date the 1972 Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage protects 754 sites of “outstanding universal value” in 129 countries, including 582 cultural and 149 natural sites, and 23 mixed sites. 

The Convention encourages international cooperation to preserve shared cultural and natural heritage. Its 178 States Parties make it one of the world’s most widely ratified international agreements. 

Nations that ratify the treaty promise to protect sites on the World Heritage List, as well heritage of national or regional importance, through legal and regulatory measures. 

The World Heritage Committee is made up of representatives of 21 countries elected for six years. One third of its members are replaced by the General Assembly of the Convention’s signatories every two years. 

Each year, the Committee adds new sites to the World Heritage List. Sites are nominated by governments and assessed by two advisory bodies – the International Council on Monuments and Sites for cultural sites, and the IUCN for natural sites. The International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property also gives its opinion and helps to train experts. 

The World Heritage Committee is in charge of applying the 1972 Convention. It considers reports on the state of conservation of listed sites and asks signatory countries to take action when necessary. It also oversees the allocation of over US$2 million a year from the World Heritage Fund to pay for urgent operations, training of experts and to encourage technical cooperation. UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre serves as the secretariat of the Committee.

                     ROE MEDIA UPDATE  -  29 June 2004

Le Figaro, 29 juin : L'UE va réduire la pollution de l'air des navires par

le soufre

LUXEMBOURG (AFP) - Les ministres de l'Environnement des 25 sont tombés

d'accord lundi à Luxembourg pour réduire de 500.000 tonnes par an les

émissions de dioxyde de soufre (S02) dans l'UE, en limitant la teneur en

soufre des combustibles utilisés par les navires.

Selon la Commission européenne, ces mesures devraient avoir des effets

positifs sur la santé par une diminution du nombre de cas d'asthme, de

bronchites et d'arrêts cardiaques, notamment dans les zones portuaires

peuplées.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040628125809.mbgs3216.html

Kristin Ebbesen, Liaison Assistant

UNEP-Regional Office for Europe

Tel: +41 22 917 8279

Fax. +41 22 797 3420

News from ROE

Life without oil is approaching

Moscow, 29 June.  Utro.  Scientists predict that in 50 years the energy

consumption might increase two or threefold.  Now burning oil, gas, coal

gives about 90% of energy, the stock of these is limited.  Another side of

the coin is that during the last 200 years the CO2 concentration in the

atmosphere has increased by 30%.  If we continue to apply this development

patter, the CO2 concentration in 2050 will be twice more than in XVIII

century.  Humans cannot change their life style; the only solution is to

change energy system and use clean renewable sources of energy - says Prof.

Sergei Putvinski.  Countries should invest in alternative sources of

energy.  During the International Conference "Renewables - 2004" which took

place in Bonn, Germany, Mr. G. Shroder, German Chancellor, called countries

to develop necessary technologies and promised financial assistance to

developing countries in this area.  The UNEP is actively helping these

countries as well.

However, countries are not yet in a hurry to invest into new technologies.

Many, the USA and Russia including, are still developing traditional

sources of energy since the oil price is affordable.

http://www.utro.ru/articles/print/2004/06/29/323897.shtml

Elena Kvitsinskaia

Office of the Director

UNEP Regional Office for Europe

tel: 4122 917 81 59

fax: 4122 917 8089

e-mail: elena.kvitsinskaia@unep.ch
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
No survivors after UN helicopter crashes in Sierra Leone

*
Hailing new opportunity to stabilize Iraq, Annan pledges UN’s support

*
Sudan: UN human rights expert expects large number of deaths in Darfur

*
Chad: UN starts new airlift of emergency supplies for Sudanese from Darfur

*
UN war crimes tribunals warn Security Council many suspects remain at large

*
UN tribunal sentences wartime Croatian Serb leader to 13 years in prison

*
Mandate of UN observer force in Golan Heights extended until year’s end

*
Revived rail line transports aid to isolated area of DR Congo, UN mission reports

*
UN report says aid to poor countries should focus on building good economies

*
Cereal shortfall looms over Somalia as drought cuts crops, UN warns

*
Western Sahara refugees eagerly line up for UN-organized family visit scheme

*
Latin America and Caribbean countries must invest more in health – Annan

*
UN agency says new plant diversity treaty will improve food choices

* * * *
Sierra Leone

29 June – A United Nations mission helicopter carrying about two dozen people from Hastings to Yengema in Sierra Leone crashed into a hillside today, with no survivors.

Reacting to the tragedy, Secretary-General Kofi Annan sent condolences to the families of the victims and paid tribute to all who have lost their lives in this and other peacekeeping missions, UN spokesperson Marie Okabe said in New York.

The Russian MI-8 aircraft carried at least 21 passengers of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) as well as non-UN workers. Three pilots were also on board, Ms. Okabe said.

The UN has launched an investigation into the cause of the crash.

A UNAMSIL rescue helicopter was dispatched to the area, but because of the terrain was force to land three kilometres away from the crash site, Ms. Okabe said.

* * *

Iraq

29 June – Secretary-General Kofi Annan, currently travelling in the Middle East, today hailed the restoration of Iraq’s sovereignty as a chance to reconstruct the war-ravaged nation and pledged the full support of the United Nations in this endeavour.

“I think the Iraqis have an opportunity to stabilize their country,” Mr. Annan told reporters this morning in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. “I hope that they will use this important step as an opportunity to come together, in dialogue, and reconcile, and try and bring everybody under the tent.”

He looked forward to Iraq’s upcoming national conference as “an opportunity to pull the nation together” and voiced confidence that the Interim Administration would succeed in running the country. “They’re going to need help on security, but they should focus on security to bring law and order, so that the average Iraqi can go about their business and reconstruction can proceed, and elections can go forward next January,” he said.

“What is important is that the new interim Iraqi Government is given the space and opportunity to establish itself to be credible,” he said.

With the general support of the people, the region and the Security Council, he added, “they do have the chance to make a good start.”

For its part, the UN would extend its full support, he said. “We are prepared to do whatever we can to assist the Iraqi people, particularly through the transition process and the constitutional process and the elections next year.”

Later, in Doha, Qatar, the Secretary-General said the issue was expected to come up in talks with the country’s officials. “I’m sure we’ll discuss the situation in Iraq and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,” he said.

On the UN’s return to Iraq, he cautioned that conditions must be safe. “We are monitoring the security situation; and of course security is essential, not just for the UN staff but for the average Iraqi, for reconstruction, for all the wonderful things that one wants to do in Iraq,” he said. “And therefore one of the key issues is to create a secure environment so that all these things can happen.”

* * *

Sudan: human rights

29 June – The number of black Africans killed by Arab militias in the Darfur region of Sudan is “bound to be staggering,” a United Nations human rights expert said today as she called on the Sudanese Government to end the culture of impunity for those committing human rights abuses in the region.

Briefing reporters in New York after completing a 13-day tour of Sudan earlier this month, Asma Jahangir, the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, said there was no doubt that Khartoum had sponsored, armed or recruited the so-called Janjaweed Arab militias.

Last month two UN human rights fact-finding reports said the Janjaweed and other militias allied to the Government had committed numerous human rights violations in Darfur, including murders, rapes and the looting and destruction of villages.

Ms. Jahangir said that during her visit, “nearly every third or fourth family” she spoke to in the camps for internally displaced people (IDPs) within Darfur had lost a relative to the militias.

“It’s very hard to say [accurately] how many people have been killed,” she said, but interviews with IDPs indicated it would be “quite a large number…They are bound to be staggering.”

Secretary-General Kofi Annan is due to arrive tomorrow in Sudan to see first-hand the situation in Darfur, which he described last week as a catastrophe. Mr. Annan will visit IDP camps and then inspect refugee camps in neighbouring Chad, as well as hold talks with government officials of Sudan and Chad.

UN agencies estimate that two million people need food and humanitarian assistance as a result of the conflict. There are more than one million IDPs and at least another 150,000 others have fled to Chad.

Ms. Jahangir said it is vital that the international community begins to catalogue what has happened in Darfur since fighting broke out between the Sudanese Government and two rebel groups early last year. Once it does that, it can decide what steps to take against the planners of the militia campaign.

She said the militias – who, like their targets, are predominantly Muslim – often wear the uniforms of Government soldiers and use Government vehicles. They also often make their raids on villages in concert with attacks by military forces, she said.

Ms. Jahangir stressed she did not have enough information yet to categorize what has happened as either ethnic cleansing or genocide, but she said “there are strong indications of crimes against humanity.”

The Rapporteur is expected to hand down her formal report on her visit to Sudan by the end of next month.

* * *

Darfur

29 June – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today began a fresh wave of airlifts into Chad to bring food and emergency supplies to the more than 150,000 refugees who have fled fighting in the Darfur region of neighbouring Sudan.

A plane from Pakistan to the Chadian capital, N’Djamena – the first of 22 planned flights – will bring tents and food rations for the refugees, who are suffering from what the UN’s senior officials have described as the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. More than 16,000 tents are expected to be transferred as part of the current airlift.

UNHCR said that from Thursday it would start distributing food to about 30,000 refugees camped in the northern section of the border between Chad and Sudan. Refugees will receive 15 days of rations of rice, beans and oil, supplied by the World Food Programme (WFP).

Work has also begun on the construction of a ninth refugee camp in eastern Chad, well away from the border and the reach of Sudanese militias, which have been making cross-border raids.

The new camp at Oure Cassoni will provide extra shelter for the tens of thousands of refugees fleeing Darfur. Already more than 113,000 people have been housed in eight safe camps across eastern Chad, according to UNHCR.

The refugees began leaving Darfur last year after fighting broke out between two rebel groups and Sudanese Government forces, and Arab militias known as the Janjaweed began attacking the local black African population. These irregular forces, which are allied to Khartoum, have committed documented human rights abuses, including murders, rapes and the ransacking and destruction of villages.

Last Friday Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who is due to visit Darfur later this week and hold talks with Sudanese and Chadian officials, described the action of the Janjaweed as “bordering on ethnic cleansing.”

Speaking today in Doha, Qatar, Mr. Annan said the current moves towards peace in the long-running civil war in southern Sudan will mean little until the conflict in Darfur is resolved. “We cannot talk of comprehensive peace in Sudan if the fighting and the gross and systematic human rights abuses in west Sudan, in the Darfur region, continues,” he said.

Meanwhile, WFP’s attempts to bring relief within Darfur are being hampered by the rainy season, which is making many roads impassable. Airdrops are now being arranged to those areas out of reach by road.

The agency has opened offices or food storage sites in 10 towns across Darfur, whose inhabitants face the threat of water-borne diseases during the rainy season.

In a statement issued yesterday, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said it has opened 14 centres for malnourished children across Darfur since the start of May, and is on schedule to supply 600,000 people with clean water by the end of August.

* * *

Tribunals

29 June – The United Nations war crimes tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda are striving to complete all of their trials by the Security Council-imposed target date of 2008, but their prosecutors today warned that many indicted suspects remain at large.

During an open meeting of the Council, representatives of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) said the failure of some Member States to pay their contributions had jeopardized their ability to meet their workload on schedule.

The two tribunals, set up by the UN to try people suspected of committing war crimes during the 1990s, have been told by the Council to do all they can to meet the completion strategy mapped out in previous Council resolutions.

That strategy calls for the tribunals to finish their investigations by the end of this year, complete all trials at the first instance by 2008 and wind up all their work by the end of 2010.

ICTY’s President, Judge Theodor Meron, told the Council today that the court is operating at full capacity and has amended some rules of evidence and procedure in a bid to meet its schedule.

The Council has previously suggested to both tribunals that they review their caseloads to decide which cases they should proceed with and which cases they should transfer to the domestic justice systems of appropriate countries.

But Judge Meron said he had doubts that the domestic courts of Croatia or Serbia and Montenegro could conduct “credible war crimes trials,” citing concerns about the impartiality of some Croatian judges as one reason.

ICTY Chief Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte criticized the failure of authorities in Serbia and Montenegro and in the Republika Srpska of Bosnia and Herzegovina to arrest the 20 indicted figures who remain at large.

These fugitives include former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic, former Bosnian Serb Gen. Ratko Mladic and former Croatian Gen. Ante Gotovina.

Ms. Del Ponte said Croatian authorities had become more cooperative with the ICTY, and she expected them to locate General Gotovina soon and transfer him to the court’s custody in The Hague.

But she said Serbia and Montenegro “has become a safe haven for fugitives,” with at least 15 accused – including General Mladic – believed to be at large there. Belgrade has not cooperated with the Tribunal since December.

ICTR’s President, Judge Erik Møse, said his court had lifted the number of judges who could hear cases and was building a fourth courtroom as it strived to meet the Council target of 2008.

But Judge Møse said some nations had not paid their dues and were thus threatening to undermine the ICTR’s ability to meet the deadlines.

ICTR Prosecutor Hassan Jallow said 15 suspects remain at large, with many located in the eastern part of the neighbouring Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

He said the court faced real challenges in staying on schedule, pointing out that the number of people remaining to be tried by the ICTR between now and 2008 is greater than the number whose cases have been completed.

But he said the ICTR had introduced several administrative and procedural reforms to make it more flexible and efficient at handling cases, including those with multiple defendants.

During the debate that followed, Council delegates stressed the importance of encouraging neighbouring States to cooperate with the two tribunals to hand over suspects and take on some of the caseload in their domestic courts.

Some delegates also suggested that while the Council’s completion strategy was designed to ensure the tribunals did not operate indefinitely, it was not meant to impose unbreakable cut-off dates.

* * *

ICTY

29 June – The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia today sentenced a former wartime Croatian Serb leader to 13 years in jail – longer than even prosecutors requested – for his role in what it described as a ruthless and savage ethnic cleansing campaign in the Krajina region of Croatia from 1991 to 1992.

As part of a plea agreement, Milan Babić, 48, had pleaded guilty to being a co-perpetrator in a joint criminal enterprise to forcibly and permanently remove Croats and other non-Serbs during his stint as president of the self-declared Republic of Serbian Krajina (RSK).

Prosecutors then dropped four other charges and recommended a sentence of no more than 11 years for Mr. Babić, but yesterday three judges of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), sitting in The Hague, said that was not enough given the gravity of the crimes that occurred.

Presiding Judge Alphons Orie of the Netherlands said Mr. Babić participated in a campaign of persecution that “involved the murder of more than 200 civilians, including women and elderly persons, the confinement and imprisonment of several hundred civilians in inhumane conditions, the forcible transfer or deportation of thousands of civilians, and the destruction of homes and public or private property.”

He added: “The crime, which was characterized by ruthlessness and savagery and was committed with the intent to discriminate against non-Serb civilians, strongly impacted on victims and their relatives. Their suffering is still significant.”

Serb nationalists formed the RSK in 1991 after Serb forces invaded and took control of the Krajina region, which comprises about a third of Croatian territory and was home to large numbers of ethnic Serbs.

Mr. Babić, a dentist by profession, was a prominent Serb politician who became President of the RSK in December 1991.

He admitted to helping devise and implement policies to pursue the removal of non-Serbs from Krajina, recruiting and organizing the armed forces to carry out the campaign, and making inflammatory speeches to the media and in public against Croats and other non-Serbs.

Mr. Babić also admitted he knew that many civilians were being killed as a result of the ethnic cleansing campaign, although he maintained he did not know of any specific murders.

* * * 
Middle East

29 June – Thirty years after it was first established, the United Nations peacekeeping force observing the ceasefire between Israeli and Syrian forces in the Golan Heights had its mandate extended today through the end of the year.

The Security Council unanimously adopted a resolution continuing mandate of the UN Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) through 31 December. It also called on the parties to implement immediately the Council’s resolution 338 of October 1973, which decided the parties should begin negotiations “aimed at establishing a just and durable peace in the Middle East.”

The Council also asked Secretary-General Kofi Annan to submit by the end of the renewal period a report “on the developments in the situation and the measures taken to implement” resolution 338.

In a report on UNDOF earlier this month, Mr. Annan observed that “the situation in the Middle East is very tense and is likely to remain so, unless and until a comprehensive settlement covering all aspects of the Middle East problem can be reached.”

After the vote, the Council President for June, Ambassador Lauro L. Baja, Jr. of the Philippines, read a statement on behalf of the 15-member body endorsing the Secretary-General’s conclusion.

* * *

DR of Congo

29 June – Long awaited food and other relief supplies are headed to Kindu in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) today on a rail line that had been inoperative for six postwar years, the United Nations mission in the country has announced.

“On this day, a large chunk of the suffering that has come as a direct result of the DRC’s civil – and arguably regional – war will start to be alleviated,” said Jennifer Bakody, a spokesperson for the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC). 

Known as the “peace train,” the line starts in the southeastern town of Lubumbashi, near the DRC’s border with Zambia. It will convey wagonloads of salt, sugar and medicine from international development agencies working in partnership with the UN.

Kindu is a town of 200,000 Congolese, lying about 400 kilometres west of the blockaded eastern DRC town of Bukavu.

After two years of fierce fighting, there was no train service for the next six. Kindu residents and other people in the affected province would transport baskets of food, other goods and water on their heads or backs, often walking in the high weeds along the rail line.

Lack of transportation also denied them access to reading material, safe drinking water and adequate nutrition. The UN-sponsored Radio Okapi and its publications have been their only reliable source of information, Ms. Bakody said.

In preparation for the train’s arrival, dozens of local people painted the small concrete station near the River Congo and built a big wooden stage for dignitaries.

* * *

ECOSOC

29 June – Improving the effectiveness of aid to poor countries requires a focus on economic infrastructure, according to a new United Nations report discussed today by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in New York.

The report, presented to ministers and other senior officials attending the high-level segment of ECOSOC recommends targeted investment and productive development strategies to unleash domestic potential for attracting currency and sustaining economic growth. The study also suggests that least developed countries (LDCs) minimize their disadvantages – such as the small size of their economies – through regional integration.

Introducing the report, Jose Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, said that it was entirely appropriate that ECOSOC address the special problems of LDCs as the international community prepares to review the progress towards the antipoverty Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) adopted at a UN summit in 2000.

Mr. Ocampo noted that debt, commodities, official development assistance and, in some cases, the risk of conflict is hampering development in LDCs.

For his part, the UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, Anwarul K. Chowdhury, said LDCs were caught in a “poverty trap,” where slow growth and low income cut domestic savings, in turn limiting increases in investment and economic growth.

Mr. Chowdhury called on the international community to fulfil its commitments to poor countries, not only through increased and better quality development assistance, but also through greater investment and debt relief as well as free and fair trade.

* * *

Somalia

29 June – With the prolonged Horn of Africa drought reducing Somalia’s crops, the United Nations is warning that the country’s cereal shortfall could reach 70,000 tons.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) says only about 20 per cent of the areas in the northeast have reportedly had enough rainfall during April and May. In certain areas, “destitution is on the rise and weak animals continue to die,” the agency said.

Rains in northern Somalia have been inadequate for four years in a row.

WFP plans to issue an appeal shortly for funds to deal with the unfolding hardships in Somalia due to the ongoing drought. The agency expects that at least 20,000 extra tons of food relief will be needed to assist the victims.

The northern pastoral areas have been affected by the absence of rain, while many agricultural areas of southern Somalia have reported total or near-total crop failure, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said.

* * *

Western Sahara

29 June – A pilot project that enables separated family members from Western Sahara to visit each other is proving extremely popular, with more than 800 participants so far and another 18,000 on the waiting list, the United Nations refugee agency (UNHCR) said today.

Begun in March, the family visits allow refugees in camps in southwestern Algeria and residents of towns in Western Sahara to see each other, sometimes for the first time in 30 years.

The agency uses planes from the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) to transport roughly 50 persons between the camps and the territory each week.

UNHCR spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis said the visits involve constant supervision by the agency from start to finish. “Our staff select candidates and monitor the visits on both sides of the border to ensure that they proceed smoothly. MINURSO provides medical staff and UN Civilian Police to assist the operation, as well as other logistical support,” she said at a press briefing in Geneva.

Any extension of the popular programme beyond August and the boosting of other confidence-building measures would require additional funds to pay for fuel and other needs, Ms. Pagonis said. “If extended, UNHCR believes that more than 2,400 Saharans could participate in family visits by the end of this year,” she said.

UNHCR would also like to strengthen the telephone call centre initiative – which that has seen more than 3,000 calls made, 60 per cent of them by women refugees – to enable refugees to make 15,000 calls to their relatives in the territory before the end of the year, she added.

Citing Algerian Government estimates, Ms. Pagonis said the country’s five camps host some 165,000 refugees who fled Western Sahara in 1975 during the conflict following Spain’s withdrawal from the region.

* * *

Latin America

29 June – While praising Latin American and Caribbean countries for integrating population issues into national policies, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is calling for more investment in universal access to health and education in the region. 

In a message today to a regional meeting in Puerto Rico, Mr. Annan noted that since the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in Cairo, Governments and their partners have worked hard to provide greater access to reproductive health services, which he said were essential for reducing infant and maternal mortality and combating poverty in general.

“But much more can and must be done,” he said in a message to the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean’s (ECLAC) Ad Hoc Committee on Population and Development, which is meeting through tomorrow.

Mr. Annan’s message, delivered on his behalf by ECLAC Executive Secretary Jose Luis Machinea, also stressed a need for stronger efforts in the region to promote women’s rights.

“Every woman and girl should have equal opportunity, and enjoy freedom from discrimination and violence,” he said. “Such guarantees would yield high returns not only for individuals, but also for families and communities.”

He said implementation of the ICPD goals was crucial for achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a set of actions to address global problems such as extreme hunger and poverty, the HIV/AIDS epidemic and the lack of basic sanitation and clean water by 2015.

“I call on all ECLAC Member States to do their utmost to continue following these practical blueprints for reducing poverty and promoting sustainable development,” he said, warning that, “The price of inaction – in lives lost, in the spread of AIDS, in the persistence of social, ethnic and gender inequities – is too high to contemplate.”

Meanwhile, the head of the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) said she was “absolutely convinced” that providing universal access to sexual and reproductive health, as well as access to education and employment, could effectively break the cycle of poverty that trapped millions of people in the region.

“Enabling people to make their own decisions about if, and when, to have children and how often, ensuring that women enjoy the same rights as men, and ensuring that people can live their lives free of violence and sexual coercion are not only fundamental human rights, they are also critical elements in policies to reduce poverty,” Ms. Obaid stressed in her address to the 300 ministers and senior officials in attendance.

* * *

Biodiversity

29 June – As a global pact to preserve genetic plant diversity comes into force today, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) hailed the development as a boon to consumers who want more choice about what foods they eat.

Farmers have developed about 10,000 plant species for use in food and fodder production since agriculture began, but today only 150 crops feed most of the world. Four crops – rice, wheat, maize and potato – provide 60 per cent of total human dietary energy from plants.

In a statement released at its headquarters in Rome, FAO noted that the variety of crops and plant species continues to narrow because of modernization, increasing population density and changing diets.

Many plant species are under threat from diseases, pests and climate change, threatening to reduce even further the pool of different crops.

The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture allows plant breeders, farmers and researchers to easily access the genetic resources of more than 60 food or forage crops, including many from other countries, without facing the often high costs of the past.

The FAO said it hopes this will ultimately benefit consumers by giving them a bigger range of food products to choose from and by preventing the most powerful corporations from monopolizing the markets.

The pact is also designed to allow countries to conserve plant genetic material – supported partly by a gene bank funded through the treaty – and to exchange information about the use of plant species.

FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf hailed the treaty – which has been ratified by 55 countries – as “the start of a new era.”

“The treaty brings countries, farmers and plant breeders together and offers a multilateral approach for accessing genetic resources and sharing their benefits. Humankind needs to safeguard and further develop the precious crop gene pool that is essential for agriculture,” Dr. Diouf said.

* *** *

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

I’m sorry I was a little late.  We were trying to get some updates on this helicopter crash in Sierra Leone.

**SG Travels
The Secretary-General today is in Doha, the capital of Qatar, where he began a press conference a little over an hour ago.  He began by calling on all Iraqis “to come together in a spirit of national unity and reconciliation” to lay down “secure foundations for the new Iraq.”  

Responding to a question he said that he stands ready to go to Iraq in the future, but has no immediate plans to go to Iraq now. In reply to another question, he observed, “I doubt that we are going to see another Iraq very soon. I think there are lessons in Iraq for everyone.”

Asked about the Sudan, the Secretary-General said, “We cannot talk of comprehensive peace in Sudan if the fighting and the gross and systematic human rights abuses in West Sudan, in the Darfur region, continues.”   

He left Dubai, in the United Arab Emirates, earlier today, where he spoke to Dubai-TV, saying that he hoped that the Iraqis will take yesterday’s handover as an opportunity to come together and “bring everybody under the tent.” He added that he hoped the Iraqis will use the National Conference that is being planned for next month as an opportunity to pull together.

Upon arriving in Doha, he was asked if it was safe enough for the United Nations to return to Iraq, and he stressed that security is essential, not just for UN staff but for the Iraqi people and for reconstruction. He affirmed, “We are prepared to do everything we can to help the people of Iraq.”  We have the transcripts of both press encounters upstairs. 

Also today, the Secretary-General toured Qatar’s EducationCity, a new 800-hectare campus housing a variety of educational institutions, and talked to professors and students there. This evening, he will attend a dinner in his honor, hosted by the Emir of Qatar.

**Darfur
Turning to Darfur, the World Food Programme says the situation in the Darfur region continued to be a major preoccupation, especially with the rainy season underway which had severely hampered its food delivery operations, particularly in the west.  Health conditions were also a matter of concern with water-borne diseases on the rise.

WFP said that airdrops were also being scheduled to areas where roads were impassable. WFP offices and storage facilities have also opened in 10 towns across the region.  At present, the WFP had access to about 70 per cent of the camps for internally displaced persons in Darfur.  

The UN refugee agency, meanwhile, announced it was starting a new round of emergency airlifts today into Chad to bring urgently needed supplies for the tens of thousands of refugees who fled Darfur.  The first of 22 flights, which will bring 16,100 additional tents for Sudanese refugees in eastern Chad, left for the region today.  In all, more than 113,000 Sudanese refugees have so far been accommodated in eight camps in eastern Chad. 

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
A short while ago, we issued the following statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General on a helicopter crash in Sierra Leone:

“The Secretary-General regrets to inform that today, at approximately 9:20 a.m. local time, an MI-8 UNAMSIL civil contractor helicopter, carrying more than 20 United Nations and non-United Nations personnel, crashed in Sierra Leone, while conducting an operational flight from Hastings to Yengema. 

“While the rescue effort is ongoing, it appears that there may be no survivors in this tragic incident. The United Nations has launched an investigation into the event. The Secretary-General extends his deep condolences to the families and Governments of those who have perished in this tragedy. He once again pays tribute to the men and women who have lost their lives in the name of peace in this and other important peacekeeping operations.”

**Security Council
Here at UN Headquarters, the International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda are both on track to complete their work by 2008, the heads of those two bodies told the Security Council a short while ago.

In an open meeting, Judge Theodor Meron, President of the Yugoslavia Tribunal, said that the current shortfall in contributions from Member States has hindered the Tribunal’s staffing efforts, warning, “Our work is now imperiled.” He said that, at the moment, there are still doubts that credible war crimes trials can take place domestically in Croatia or in Serbia and Montenegro.

Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte criticized the failure by the authorities in Serbia and Montenegro, and in Bosnia’s Republika Srpska, to arrest or obtain the surrender of 20 indicted suspects who are still at large.

Earlier today, the Security Council unanimously extended the mandate of the UN peacekeeping mission in the Golan Heights by six months, until the end of December.

**ICTY
The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, meanwhile, today sentenced former Croatian Serb leader Milan Babic to 13 years in prison, for the persecution of Croats and other non-Serbs in Croatia’s Krajina region in 1991 and 1992.

Babic had pleaded guilty to persecution, and, in a plea agreement, the Tribunal prosecutor had recommended a sentence of no more than eleven years for him. But the Tribunal, upon reviewing Babic’s case, said that such a sentence did not achieve the purposes of punishment nor do justice, and it opted for a longer sentence.  We have a press release containing the summary of the judgment upstairs.

**Security CouncilMission
The Security Council mission to West Africa is scheduled to return to New York today.  British Ambassador Emyr Jones Perry is expected to brief the Security Council tomorrow in an open session on the mission that he led.

**Central Africa
In his latest report to the Security Council on the situation in the Central African Republic, the Secretary-General notes that the situation in that country remains fragile. However, there is hope for a return to stability, as the parties are managing the political transition through consensus.  Keeping this spirit of consensus is essential to the success of the transition, the Secretary-General writes. 

In his appeal for support for the Central African Republic, the Secretary-General underscores the risk of spill over of the Darfur conflict in the country. If the crisis in the Sudan persists it is very likely that refugees in Chad will be pushed in the Central African Republic, he says.  The full report is out on the racks.

**UNHCR/DR Congo
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees meanwhile, reports that the situation in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo remains tense, with refugees continuing to flee to Burundi amid reports of continued fighting in their homeland.

Yesterday, more than 200 Congolese crossed into Burundi –- the biggest group to cross over this past week.  UNHCR estimates that the number of Congolese refugees who’ve fled to Burundi now stands at 34,000.  Meanwhile, a UNHCR emergency team arrived in Burundi over the weekend to reinforce existing staff.

**ECOSOC
The focus of international aid and policy advice has shifted too far away from setting up reliable infrastructure, leading countries to miss opportunities to escape from extreme poverty, according to a report of the Secretary-General submitted to the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).

The report, presented to the High Level Meeting of ECOSOC underway this week at UN Headquarters, recommends infrastructure investment and productive development strategies, to unleash domestic potential for attracting investment and sustaining economic growth.  We have a press release upstairs with more details on that report.

OCHA/Somalia
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that severe food shortages continue to affect people in the northern pastoral and southern agricultural areas of Somalia because of prolonged drought.  We have more information in a press release on that. 

**SG/ECLAC Population Meeting
We also have a Secretary-General’s message to the meeting of the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).  It says that Latin America and the Caribbean need to invest more in universal access to education and health.

**FAO/Plant Treaty
We also have a press release on the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, which entered into force today, as 55 countries now have ratified it.  The FAO says this legally binding treaty offers a multilateral approach for accessing genetic resources and sharing their benefits.

**Press Conference tomorrow
And finally, at 11:15 tomorrow, the Canadian Mission will be sponsoring a press briefing in this room by the NGO Watchlist on Children in Armed Conflict, on the release of a report on children in Liberia.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes? 

Questions and Answers

Question:  There are news reports today that the U.S. has expelled two security guards at the Iranian UN mission.  Do you have any official reaction to them?

Associate Spokesperson:  I have seen the news reports and we’re waiting to see if the UN had been notified of this or not.  I’ll give you an update as soon as we get some more on that.  Yes?  [The correspondent was later informed that the United Nations had not been informed and referred the journalist to the US and Iranian Missions.]

Question:  Marie, the Secretary-General said that he will be going to, if I understood correctly, to Iraq, but not now.  Did he give any specific reasons why he will not be going now to Iraq?

Associate Spokesperson:  I am not sure he was mentioning about himself. We can take a look at the transcript upstairs.  [The Spokesperson later reiterated that the Secretary-General stood ready to go to Iraq in the future, but has no immediate plans to go to Iraq at this time].  As you know, security concerns are still foremost in our minds and those conditions would have to improve before the UN can return in larger numbers.

Question:  So, he did not mean that he will go there personally some time in the future?

Associate Spokesperson:  I don’t think so.  But let me double check that for you upstairs.  Yes?

Question:  It is reported this morning that tomorrow Saddam Hussein will be transferred to the Iraqi Interim Government.  Is there any comment from the Secretary-General to this?

Associate Spokesperson:  I have not seen anything from the Secretary-General on this.  But I think we’re going to be getting in the transcript of the Secretary-General’s press conference in Doha. So, let’s take a look at that to see if he has had any questions on that.

In response to some questions regarding this UNAMSIL helicopter crash that I was getting upstairs; I’d just like to update you on that.  Shortly before I came down, I was on the telephone with the spokesperson for the UN Mission in Sierra Leone.  And she did confirm that there were at least 24 passengers on that helicopter -- 21 passengers and three crew.  She confirmed that the helicopter crashed into a hillside; in the jungle as the helicopter was going from Hastings to Yengema.  

Just to give you an idea, (Holding up map), this is not a very good map, but this is Hastings, which is near Freetown.  And this is Yengema, which is out on the eastern side, near Koidu.  And the latest information that she had is that because the area is very hilly and because of the terrain, they had to land another helicopter as part of the rescue and they had to land three kilometers away to reach the crash site.  And UNAMSIL is saying that there appears to be no survivors.  But we will get further information on the details of this incident I hope in a couple of hours.  Yes?  [The Spokesperson later announced that, according to UNAMSIL, there were no survivors.]

Question:  Do you have anything on the nationalities?

Associate Spokesperson:  No. Not anything that we can put out yet.  Yes?

Question:  Marie, the talks between India and Pakistan ended yesterday, by foreign secretaries from both countries. I am just wondering if the SG has any thoughts to the ongoing peace negotiations between India and Pakistan. 

Associate Spokesperson:  Like I said, he is in the process of having a press conference now in Doha.   And as you know, I’d like to see the transcript of that press conference to see whether he’s had anything new to add to his previous comments and I’ll let you know. Yes?

Question:  About the helicopter crash, is the rescue effort still ongoing?

Associate Spokesperson:  Yes, it is.  Yes, it is.  We have a team there on the ground. I mean, this occurred at 9:20 a.m. their time.  Sierra Leone is only four hours ahead of us.  So, I am hoping to get a more thorough update soon, on which I can give you a little bit more information.  Yes, Mr. Abbadi?
Question:  On the helicopter still Marie, has it been determined whether it was definitely an accident or something else?

Associate Spokesperson:  No.  An investigation has been launched, and we’ll let you know more as we find out more.  

That’s all I have for you.  Have a good afternoon.  Thank you.

* *** *
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