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Handelsblatt: "Grünes Wachstum" - Asien-Pazifik-Region räumt Umweltpolitik mehr Raum ein 

Dienstag, 29. März 2005, 16:27 Uhr
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Einen größeren Stellenwert der Umweltbelange in ihrer Wachstumspolitik räumern rund 50 Länder im asiatisch-pazifischen Raum den Umweltbelangen ein. 
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HB SEOUL. „Grünes Wachstum soll als Basis für die Verbesserung der Umweltnachhaltigkeit und zur Erreichung der Millenniums-Entwicklungsziele in der Region gefördert werden,“ hieß es am Dienstag in einer Abschlusserklärung der 5. Ministerkonferenz für Umwelt und Entwicklung in Asien und dem Pazifik in Seoul.

In Asien seien in den vergangenen Jahrzehnten die großen Wachstumsraten erzielt worden, weil teilweise die Umweltkosten nicht berücksichtigt worden seien, sagte der Exekutivdirektor der UN- Umweltprogramms (UNEP) Klaus Töpfer, am Rande der Tagung. „Sie haben also bisher ihr Wachstum recht massiv subventioniert dadurch, dass sie die Umweltkosten ausgespart haben.“ Jetzt seien die Länder an ihre Grenzen gekommen.

Die Teilnehmer wollen sich der Erklärung zufolge für die Änderung von derzeitigen Mustern der Produktion, des Verbrauchs und der Verteilung sowie auf die Förderung sauberer Produktionssysteme in ihren Ländern einsetzen. Konstruktive Pläne sollen zur Verbesserung der Umwelt und zur Bekämpfung der Armut durch umweltfreundliches nachhaltiges „Grünes Wachstum“ beitragen, hieß es.

An der Konferenz nahmen Umwelt- und Entwicklungsminister sowie Regierungsvertreter aus 52 Ländern aus der Region teil. Organisiert wurde die Tagung von der UN-Wirtschafts- und Sozialkommission für Asien und den Pazifik (UNESCAP).

____________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Presse Agentur: Laender der Asien-Pazifik-Region wollen "gruenes Wachstum" foerdern

Seoul
30. März 2005

Mit neuen Initiativen wollen knapp 50 Laender im asiatisch-pazifischen Raum Umweltbelangen in ihrer Wachstumspolitik kuenftig einen groesseren Stellenwert einraeumen. "Gruenes Wachstum soll als Basis fuer die Verbesserung der Umweltnachhaltigkeit und zur Erreichung der Millenniums-Entwicklungsziele in der Region gefoerdert werden," hiess es am Dienstag in einer Abschlusserklaerung der 5. Ministerkonferenz fuer Umwelt und Entwicklung in Asien und dem Pazifik in Seoul.

In Asien seien in den vergangenen Jahrzehnten die grossen Wachstumsraten erzielt worden, weil teilweise die Umweltkosten nicht beruecksichtigt worden seien, sagte der Exekutivdirektor der UN- Umweltprogramms (UNEP) Klaus Toepfer, am Rande der Tagung. "Sie haben also bisher ihr Wachstum recht massiv subventioniert dadurch, dass sie die Umweltkosten ausgespart haben." Jetzt seien die Laender an ihre Grenzen gekommen.

Die Teilnehmer wollen sich der Erklaerung zufolge fuer die Aenderung von derzeitigen Mustern der Produktion, des Verbrauchs und der Verteilung sowie auf die Foerderung sauberer Produktionssysteme in ihren Laendern einsetzen. Konstruktive Plaene sollen zur Verbesserung der Umwelt und zur Bekaempfung der Armut durch umweltfreundliches nachhaltiges "Gruenes Wachstum" beitragen, hiess es.

An der Konferenz nahmen Umwelt- und Entwicklungsminister sowie Regierungsvertreter aus 52 Laendern aus der Region teil. Organisiert wurde die Tagung von der UN-Wirtschafts- und Sozialkommission fuer Asien und den Pazifik (UNESCAP).
____________________________________________________________________________

TravelVideo.tv:  Indian Ocean spared from another tsunami
 By David Browne and Nelson Alcantara
 

29 March 2005 | 11:15 am
LONDON (eTurboNews) -- There is relief in the countries around the Indian Ocean that the latest strong earthquake off Sumatra did not trigger another tsunami. There was damage on land, however, and scores of people are reported to have died as buildings collapsed on Nias, the populated island closest to the quake's epicenter.

The Indonesian Geophysics Agency in Jakarta said the danger of a tsunami had passed after no tidal wave had been recorded some three hours after the event, but the main quake was followed by numerous after-shocks that were felt as far away as Singapore and the Maldives.
 
The earthquake registered between 8.2 and 8.5 on the Richter scale which is described as serious and occurred almost 19 miles (30 km) below the surface of the ocean, north-west of the town of Sibolga. This puts it on the same fault line as the December 26 quake which triggered the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami that left almost 300,000 people dead.
 
People living in the region and in areas hit by the December tsunami responded quickly to the tremors, and unlike in December, fled from the coast to higher ground for safety. 
 
No tourist areas were affected by the latest incident, but there are fears that another natural occurrence in an area often called the “Ring of Fire,” will deter people from planning holidays in resorts in south Asia in large numbers. 
 
A group of scientists had just completed a survey of an area of the Indian Ocean from Bali and West Java northwards to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. On their return to Jakarta, they gave a warning that the stresses in the earth's crust following the December quake had built up to such a degree that another earthquake in the region was inevitable.
 
At the same time, a UN-sponsored conference in Seoul, South Korea warned that an Asian disaster warning system was essential. Klaus Toepfer, director of the UN Environment Program, told environment ministers and officials from 56 countries that there was no doubt that a tsunami early warning system was needed for the Indian Ocean. "But we also have to do it for all kinds of natural hazards," he said. 
 
“Your region is especially vulnerable to natural disaster. I saw personally the terrible devastation caused by the tsunami in the Indian Ocean late last year," said Secretary General Kofi Annan in a statement read out to the conference. "Compounded with persistent poverty and rapid population growth, this disaster places additional pressure on resources and ecosystems,” he said.
 
Mr. Toepfer said that any warning system must use local knowledge to provide an information chain on how to make people aware and trained to react very, very clearly.

In the event, on this occasion people in the areas most affected responded quickly, spread news of the earthquake by all means possible and fled from the coast. In some towns on Sumatra island and in Sri Lanka, loud speaker systems were used to rouse people from their beds and warned them to get to safety in the hills in case another tsunami should hit.
 
Meanwhile, Maldivians, who live on flat islands that have no high ground, stayed by their televisions and radios waiting for news. 
 
A spokeswoman for the US Geological Survey, the first agency to alert the world to the latest earthquake, said not all strong quakes trigger tsunamis. But the latest incident has given fresh impetus for investment in an early warning system for the Indian Ocean on a par with that in place for the Pacific with its headquarters in Hawaii.

On March 22, 2005, eTurboNews (eTN) reported that a team from the University of Ulster in Northern Ireland said the earthquake off the coast of Sumatra that provoked the Indian Ocean tsunami on December 26 makes another disaster more likely, not less.  Sadly, the scientists have been accurate in their assessment. 

The International Council of Tourism Partners (ICTP) has issued a statement pledging to use resources available to ICTP in the event the situation warranted such action to be taken. ICTP chairman Thomas Steinmetz said he had been in constant contact with several government officials from the threatened areas. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

TravelVideo.tv:Earthquake Indonesia: Observers are advising that the possibility of a tidal wave has receded
28 March 2005 | 4:30 pm

Another earthquake has struck the coastal region of Sumatra in Indonesia, three months after the disaster of 26 December. The latest earthquake is serious and measured 8.2 on the Richter scale, compared with over 9 in December. Tsunami warnings have gone out in the countries around the Indian Ocean. 

The US Geological Survey says the latest earthquake was under the sea about 125 miles (205 km) north-west of Sibolga, Sumatra, close to where the quake of 26 December struck. USGS gave a time of 4.09pm GMT, 11.09pm local time. 

After two hours from the earthquake incident, there has been no sign of a tidal wave hitting the Indonesian coast. Observers are advising that the possibility of a tidal wave has receeded.

A spokeswoman for the US Geological Survey said not all earthquakes generate a tsunami. It would have to be over 7 in magnitude, which this one was, but in a relatively shallow part of the ocean. The latest quake was 30km (18.6 miles) below the surface.

A tsunami is likely if the earthquake involves vertical movement of sections of the earth's crust but is less likely if the thrust is horizontal or sideways sliding. 

There is more immediate concern about damage to buildings on land as a result of ground shaking. Buildings have also been damaged on islands off the coast closer to the epicentre of the quake. People are reported to have been trapped in wrecked buildings on the island of Nias. 

Some damage has been reported from Medan on Sumatra island, a town of 2.5 million people and the largest population centre on Sumatra. A relief worker for TearFund who had just returned to Medan from a visit to Banda Aceh said the streets shook like being on a ship at sea and the town has been plunged into a power cut.

The Pacific Tsunami Warning Center says the earthquake may have directed waves to the south west and has alerted the island of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean to the possibility of a tsunami.  

In the Maldives, the government has issued an advisory message warning people to be alert. Ibrahim Ahmed, speaking on Sky News, said everyone was being vigilant,  watching TV and listening to the radio. Residents in Colombo, Sri Lanka, have been told to evacuate their homes. On the coast, a mass evacuation is under way but there a few houses left since the December disaster. Word of a possible new tsunami is reported to spread "like wild fire" along the Sri Lanka coastline, even in areas where there is no electronic media.

Sky News reported that the tremour was felt over one thousand miles away.

Don Blackman, a spokesman for the US Geological Survey, said tsunami activity would not be as widespread as in December, and the effects are likely to be localised. "Certainly evacuations should be occurring. I hope they are," he said. 

In Thailand, tsunami warnings have been issued and people in coastal areas have been advised to go to higher ground.

The Japanese meteorological service said the quake was as great as 8.5 on the Richter scale. 

Tirana Hassan, a worker with Save The Children in Banda Aceh, said the initial earthquake was followed by numerous after-shocks. She said local people moved away from the coast. 

Earthquake Indonesia

Speaking by phone from Indonesia, marine tourism official, and special advisor to the International Council of Tourism Partners Faisol Hashim told eTurboNews that the earthquake was felt for at least three minutes in Banda Aceh, Meulaboh and Chalang. It hit late at night local time and warnings were announced on loudspeakers in Banda Acech, and people fled to high ground. 
 

In Meulaboh, one of the worst hit places in the December disaster, people left their beds and made their way to high ground. Also in Chalang, where no houses have been yet been rebuilt after the previous disaster, the tremour was felt strongly and people moved to safer ground on a hill just a quarter mile out of town.

The earthquake struck just a day after scientists had completed a survey of the area from Bali north to the Andaman and Nicobar islands, and gave a warning that the stress built up by the December quake was so great that another earthquake was inevitable.

Tsunami warnings have been issued for places within 600 miles of the epicenter of the quake. The Indonesian resort of Bali is thought to be in no danger as it is shielded by the land mass from waves that may be generated.

Warnings have gone out in Thailand and in India, but there was no sign of a tsunami in the first hour after the earthquake was registered.

The latest earthquake off Sumatra occurred just a day after government ministers and officials from 56 countries were meeting in Seoul, South Korea, and heard fresh calls for an Asia-wide Tsunami warning system.

 They were attending a UN-sponsored conference where Klaus Toepfer, director of the UN Environment Program said there was no doubt that an early warning system was needed. "But we also have to do it for all kinds of natural hazards" he said. Toepfer said that any warning system must use local knowledge to provide an information chain on how to make people aware and trained to react very, very clearly.
In the event, people in the areas most affected responded quickly to news of the earthquake and fled from the coast. There have been no reports of a tidal wave of the severity of a tsunami in three hours, and the danger is believed to have passed.

 But on the island of Nias, off Sumatra, dozens of casualties are reported in conventional surface damage resulting from the earthquake. Buildings have been wrecked and it's feared that hundreds of people have been trapped in rubble. 

Scientists from the Indonesian geophysics agency in Jakarta have said this earthquake does not appear to have triggered a tsunami, and that its effects were localised. The tremour was strong enough to have been felt as far away as Singapore. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Granma Internacional: Première donation cubaine à la vidéothèque du PNUE
PAR LILLIAM RIERA, de Granma international
POUR la première fois Cuba a remis du matériel à la vidéothèque environnementale du Programme de l’ONU pour l’environnement (PNUE), dont le fonds est constitué aujourd’hui de plus de 400 films.
 Le directeur du Bureau régional pour l’Amérique latine et les Caraïbes du PNUE, Ricardo Sanchez Sosa, a reçu à La Havane des vidéos donnés par Canal Educativo, Sistema Informativo de la Televisión Cubana, la maison de production de programmes Mundo Latino et la Fondation Antonio Nunez Jiménez, de La Naturaleza y el Hombre (une organisation non gouvernementale), au cours d’une cérémonie tenue au siège du ministère de la Science, de la Technologie et de l’Environnement (CITMA).
 Les vidéos cubaines et d’autres de provenance diverse sont disponibles sur le site du PNUE (www.pnuma.org) et sur celui du Centre d’information et de gestion environnementale du CITMA (www.medioambiente.cu).
 Canal Educativo est la première institution cubaine qui remet à la vidéothèque environnementale du PNUE des messages de bien public habituels sur les écrans de télévision de l’île, qui invitent à s’informer et à réfléchir sur la conservation et la protection de notre planète.
 En ce qui concerne Sistema Informativo de la Televisión Cubana, quatre reportages de la journaliste Gladys Rubio reflètent l’effort que déploie Cuba pour que les habitants des bassins hydrographiques apprennent à vivre en harmonie avec la nature.
 La série de Mundo Latino, La nature secrète de Cuba fournit des informations sur l’histoire naturelle de l’île. Pour le multimédia, En canoé de l’Amazonie aux Caraïbes de la Fondation Antonio Nunez Jiménez, relate les péripéties d’une expédition scientifique à travers l’Amérique du Sud et les îles caribéennes des Caraïbes réalisée pour commémorer les 500 ans de l’arrivée des Espagnols dans le Nouveau Monde.
 José Antonio Diaz Duque, vice-président du CITMA, a affirmé pendant la cérémonie que cette première donation permettait de s’acquitter d’une dette morale et de gratitude envers cet organisme des Nations Unies qui, il y a des années, a remis à Cuba une importante vidéothèque avec des documentaires sur l’environnement de la région.
 C’est aussi un moyen, a-t-il dit, de faire connaître le travail réalisé dans le pays pour la protection de l’environnement.
 Sanchez Sosa a souligné la nécessité de contrecarrer la propagande des grands médias, qui reflètent jour après jour le consumérisme démesuré, par des films qui insistent sur l’importance du développement durable, lequel implique une consommation équitable.
 Selon le directeur du Bureau régional pour l’Amérique Latine et les Caraïbes du PNUE, le principal est d’instaurer une société plus équitable ou tous les citoyens aient le même accès aux droits humains essentiels, c’est-à-dire l’alimentation, la santé et l’éducation, «une chose qui a été très bien comprise à Cuba», a-t-il dit.
 Il a précisé que le PNUE travaille depuis des années à ces vidéothèques de l’environnement qui aident, par des images qui valent bien souvent plus que mille paroles, à comprendre ce qu’est le développement durable.
 Cuba a été l’un des premiers pays à en recevoir une, et aujourd’hui elles existent dans dans toute l’Amérique centrale et dans d’autres pays de la région, a encore signalé Sanchez Sosa..
 Le PNUE est né le 15 décembre 1972, lors de la 27e Session de l’Assemblée générale de l’ONU, afin de convaincre les gouvernements et les peuples de la nécessité d’appliquer des mesures de protection, de conservation et d’amélioration de l’environnement.
 Dans les années 80, les Bureaux régionaux de cet organisme des Nations Unies sont apparus en Europe, en  Amérique du Nord, en Asie, en Afrique, en Amérique latine et dans les Caraïbes.

____________________________________________________________________________
Keralanext: Kyoto Protocol comes into force

28 March 2005

Nature News, The Kyoto accord, which aims to curb the air pollution blamed for global warming, has come into force seven years after it was agreed. The accord requires countries to cut emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. 

Some 141 countries, accounting for 55% of greenhouse gas emissions, have ratified the treaty, which pledges to cut these emissions by 5.2% by 2012. 

But the world's top polluter - the US - has not signed up to the treaty. 

The US says the changes would be too costly to introduce and that the agreement is flawed. 

Large developing countries including India, China and Brazil are not required to meet specific targets for now. 

'Out of control' 

The ancient Japanese capital of Kyoto, where the pact was negotiated, is hosting the main ceremony marking the treaty's coming into force. 

Russia ratified the treaty in November 2004 - the crucial moment making the treaty legally binding. 

Russia's entry was vital, because the protocol had to be ratified by nations accounting for at least 55% of greenhouse gas emissions to become valid. 

This target was only met after Russia joined. 

But the head of the UN Environment Programme, Klaus Toepfer, said Kyoto was only a first step and much hard work needed to be done to fight global warming. 

"Climate change is the spectre at the feast, capable of undermining our attempts to deliver a healthier, fairer and more resilient world," he said. 

Recent projections on planet warming made terrifying reading, he said, painting a vision of a planet that is "spinning out of control." 

He said it would be Africa which bore the burden of the world's failure to act. 

Individual targets 

The protocol, which became legally binding at midnight New York time (0500 GMT) on 16 February, demands a 5.2% cut in greenhouse gas emissions from the industrialised world as a whole, by 2012. 

Each country has been set its own individual targets according to its pollution levels. 

Growing developing countries China and India are outside the framework, a fact pointed out by US President George W Bush when he abandoned Kyoto as one of his first acts when taking office in 2001. 

Japan's Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi issued a statement welcoming the treaty but also calling on non-signatories to rethink. 
"From now, we have to build a system in which more nations will work together under the common framework to stop global warming," he said. 

Environmentalists held protests around the world to mark the treaty coming into force - with many targeting the US. 

Speakers at the official ceremony include Nobel Peace prize winner Wangari Maathai. 

Ms Maathai, an ecologist and Kenya's deputy environment minister, said the Kyoto Protocol would require not just efforts from governments and businesses, but also a change in the way people lived.



_____________________________________________________________________________

Chemie.de: "International Hydrogen Day" weist Wege in die Wasserstoffgesellschaft
Linde schlägt Wasserstoff-Autobahnring durch Deutschland vor
30.03.2005 - Im Vergleich zu anderen Investitionen sind die Kosten für den Aufbau einer europäischen Wasserstoff-Infrastruktur überschaubar. "Nur 3,5 Mrd. Euro, und damit gerade mal halb so viel wie die jährlichen Forschungsausgaben von Microsoft, würde bis zum Jahr 2020 der Aufbau einer entsprechenden Infrastruktur für ganz Europa kosten", erklärte Dr. Wolfgang Reitzle, Vorsitzender des Vorstands des Technologiekonzerns Linde, im Rahmen des "International Hydrogen Day" in Berlin. Gleichzeitig warb Reitzle bei Politik und Wirtschaft um Unterstützung bei der Weiterentwicklung der umweltfreundlichen und zukunftsträchtigen Wasserstoff-Technologie. "Wasserstoff ist auf lange Sicht eine große Chance, um den Industrie- und Innovationsstandort Deutschland zu stärken. Diese Chance sollten wir alle gemeinsam nutzen."
 
Vor rund 200 Teilnehmern aus Wirtschaft, Politik und Medien stellte Linde eine neue Studie des international renommierten Energieexperten David Hart vor, die konkrete Zahlen und Fakten nennt und bisherige Vermutungen über die Kosten einer Wasserstoff-Infrastruktur auf eine solide Basis führt:
 
- Die Infrastruktur zur Versorgung von 1,9 Millionen Fahrzeugen bis 2020 in Deutschland würde 870 Mio. Euro oder 467 Euro pro Auto kosten.
 
- Eine zentrale Wasserstoffproduktion und Speicherung könnte Wasserstoff für 41 Mio. Fahrzeuge bei Investitionen von etwa 18,5 Mrd. Euro bereitstellen.
 
- Anleger, die in den Aufbau Wasserstoff-Infrastruktur investieren wollen, können nach zehn bis 15 Jahren mit Erträgen rechnen.
 
- Der Preis für Wasserstoff ist nur halb so hoch wie der für Benzin. Durch die hohe steuerliche Belastung von Benzin kann Wasserstoff schon heute wettbewerbsfähig sein.
 
Als Initialzündung schlägt Linde vor, einen Autobahnring, an dem fast alle Entwicklungs- und Produktionsstandorte der deutschen Automobilhersteller liegen, mit Wasserstoff auszustatten. Diese etwa 1.800 km lange Strecke würde von Berlin über München, Stuttgart, Köln/Düsseldorf und Hannover/Wolfsburg zurück nach Berlin verlaufen. Die dafür notwendigen Kosten schätzt Linde auf nicht mehr als 30 Mio. Euro.
 
"Die wesentlichen technischen Fragen, um Wasserstoff als umweltverträglichen Kraftstoff im Alltag einzusetzen, haben wir mittlerweile gelöst", sagte Dr. Aldo Belloni, Mitglied des Vorstands der Linde AG und verantwortlich für den Unternehmensbereich Gas und Engineering.
 
Die weltweit hohe Bedeutung, die dem Wasserstoff als Energieträger der Zukunft beigemessen wird, signalisiert die UN-Organisation United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) unter Leitung von Prof. Klaus Töpfer, die die Schirmherrschaft über den "International Hydrogen Day" übernommen hatte.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Der Spiegel: Kapital gesucht

Ortstermin: In Berlin feiern die Rotarier ihr 100-jähriges Jubiläum.

Mario Kaiser


26.März 2005


Klaus Wowereits Vorstellung von einer Party ist das nicht hier, Berliner Philharmonie, ein Festakt mit nachdenklichen Reden, mit Streichern und Scheckübergabe und Dankgottesdienst. Der Regierende Bürgermeister hat sich entschuldigen lassen und Harald Wolf geschickt. Wolf ist Wirtschaftssenator und von der PDS. Er trägt Krawatte und einen dunklen Anzug, er ist 48 Jahre alt und hat das Gesicht eines Notars.

Die Rotarier feiern 100. Geburtstag. Sie sind ein Club mit 1,2 Millionen Mitgliedern in 166 Ländern, eine Weltgemeinschaft der Wohlhabenden, mehr als 43 000 davon in Deutschland. 600 Millionen Dollar gaben die Rotarier in den vergangenen 20 Jahren, um das Polio-Virus auszulöschen, und sie sind ihrem Ziel sehr nahe gekommen. Sie haben Millionen für die Flutopfer in Ostdeutschland gespendet, sie sind eine Art privatwirtschaftliche Alternative zum Sozialstaat. Man könnte vermuten, dass auch PDS-Mann Harald Wolf eine andere Vorstellung von einer Party hat. 

Aber Wolf hat als Wirtschaftssenator in den vergangenen Monaten lernen müssen, dass der Sozialstaat, Abteilung Berlin, seine Grenzen gefunden hat.

Auf der Bühne heben die Streicher die Violinen, die Brandenburger Symphoniker spielen Beethovens Ouvertüre "Leonore". Im Saal ein Publikum in dunklen Anzügen und dunklen Kostümen, die Herren tragen Orden auf der Brust, die Damen seitlich geknotete Halstücher. Wolf sitzt als Ehrengast in der ersten Reihe, als sie ihn begrüßen, erhebt er sich und verbeugt sich. Er ordnet die weißen Karteikarten mit seiner Rede. Dann betritt er mit kleinen Schritten die Bühne.

Er könnte jetzt eine PDS-Rede halten, könnte die Rotarier auffordern, mehr zu tun, ihnen sagen, dass sie das Geld haben, dass es ihnen nicht wehtut und dass sie den Osten nicht vergessen sollen. Aber Wolf zupft nur an seiner Jackentasche und erzählt, wie enttäuscht er war, als er erfuhr, dass die erste Stadt Deutschlands mit Rotarier-Club nicht Berlin war, sondern Hamburg.

Wolf ist geübt darin, Grenzen zu überschreiten. Er wurde im Westen geboren und machte im Osten Karriere. Er verließ die Grünen und wurde Mitglied der PDS. Er war für Hartz IV und für die Demonstrationen dagegen. Er hatte mal einen Bart und rauchte sehr stark.

Wolf ist kein großer Redner. Er liest die Codewörter von seinen Karten. Er spricht von der Bedeutung der Zivilgesellschaft, von bürgerschaftlichem Engagement und betont, wie wichtig es ist, dass in einer globalisierten Welt auch die Hilfe zur Selbsthilfe globalisiert ist. Die Rotarier haben ihn nicht gerade herzlich empfangen. Aber wenn ein Berliner Wirtschaftssenator überhaupt eine Chance haben will, seine Stadt zu retten, dann muss er hier sein und überzeugen. Er braucht das Kapital.

Am Ende sagt er einen Satz, der aus dem Mund seines Vorgängers Gregor Gysi wie Spott klingen würde. "Ohne Sie", sagt der Senator und blickt mit ernster Miene ins Publikum, "wäre die Welt ärmer."

Er könnte jetzt ein Mitglied der Rotarier sein, es würde nicht weiter auffallen in seinem Lebenslauf. Er hat es gelernt, gleichzeitig auf zwei Seiten zu stehen. Er hat keine andere Chance.

Beifall brandet auf, Wolf tritt von der Bühne, schüttelt die Hände der Honoratioren, verbeugt sich noch einmal, und als er Platz nimmt in der ersten Reihe, erklingt, wie ein Tusch auf seine Worte, die Rotary-Hymne von Lehár.

Die PDS-Rede wird an diesem Abend trotzdem gehalten. Klaus Töpfer spricht, eingeflogen aus Nairobi, wo der ehemalige CDU-Minister das Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen leitet. Er komme aus der Mitte Afrikas, sagt Töpfer, wo er im Schatten des Jakaranda-Baums darüber nachdachte, was er hier sagen würde. Er redet von der Kluft zwischen Arm und Reich, von Konsum und Überfluss und Hunger und Armut, von Imperialismus und von der Lebenserwartung in Afrika, die so niedrig sei wie zu Zeiten des Kolonialismus. Er beschwört das Prinzip Verantwortung und verurteilt die Wegwerfgesellschaft. Er geißelt die Ungeheuerlichkeit, europäische Milchkühe mit zwei Dollar am Tag zu subventionieren, während mehr als eine Milliarde Menschen von weniger als einem Dollar pro Tag leben müssen. Er verlangt vom satten Europa, die Armut in Afrika zu bekämpfen statt über Auffanglager vor seinen Grenzen nachzudenken.

Er sagt all die Dinge, die sie von Wolf erwartet hatten. Die Welt scheint so kompliziert, dass nur der Rollentausch noch Dinge in Bewegung setzt.

Am Ausgang steht ein junger Mann neben einer roten Säule und einem leeren Gefäß. Er heißt Johannes Müller und sammelt Spenden für Leukämiekranke. Müller ist Nachwuchs-Rotarier, er ist 20, er ist die Zukunft. Harald Wolf muss an ihm vorbei und Klaus Töpfer und die übrigen 1600 Gäste. Sie alle bittet er um Spenden und verspricht ihnen Quittungen dafür. Am Ende liegen in Müllers Gefäß 33 Euro.

Es ist ihm ein bisschen peinlich, doch noch sind die letzten Gäste nicht gegangen. Eine Dame kommt ihm mit wehendem Mantel entgegen, ihr Gesicht ist gebräunt. Müller lächelt sie an und bittet sie um eine Spende. "Nee", sagt die Dame und schreitet an ihm vorbei, "wir hamm schon." MARIO KAISER
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News
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La Libération: Les chiffres maquillés de Tchernobyl 

Radioactivité. Dix-neuf ans après, un rapport indépendant contredit les conclusions officielles.

Par Laure NOUALHAT
mardi 29 mars 2005 
Dix-neuf ans après l'explosion de la centrale de Tchernobyl, deux experts indépendants ont rendu la semaine dernière les conclusions préliminaires d'un rapport sur la gestion de la catastrophe par les autorités françaises. D'après eux, les autorités n'ont pas transmis tous les éléments dont elles disposaient. Et quand elles les ont transmis, elles les ont d'abord maquillés. Par exemple, le Service central de protection contre les rayonnements ionisants (SCPRI) a eu connaissance de valeurs de radioactivité parfois très élevées après le passage du nuage radioactif sur le pays en avril et mai 1986, et les cartes de relevés qu'il a fournies étaient inexactes.

Impact. S'il est accablant, le rapport ne fait pas vraiment office de scoop, car on sait depuis longtemps que les autorités françaises ont minimisé la catastrophe et son impact pour ne pas effrayer la population d'un pays extrêmement nucléarisé. «Même si nous n'avons pas encore les conclusions finales du rapport, l'expertise démontre l'ampleur de la dissimulation, du maquillage d'informations fait par le gouvernement de l'époque afin de dissimuler à la population la dangerosité de la radioactivité et les conséquences sur la santé publique», affirme Me Ludot, avocat de certains malades de la thyroïde. Il demande dès à présent la mise en place d'un fonds d'indemnisation pour les victimes, estimant que la responsabilité politique est établie. «On n'attend ni un sursaut de morale, ni un aveu des politiques et de ceux qui ont géré l'après-catastrophe.»

Le rapport s'inscrit dans une instruction judiciaire entamée en mars 2001, quand l'Association française des malades de la thyroïde, 51 malades et la Commission de recherches et d'informations indépendantes sur la radio- activité (Criirad), au total près de 500 plaignants, ont déposé une plainte contre X pour défaut de protection des populations contre les retombées radioactives de l'accident. Pour ces parties civiles, les services officiels français ont menti et sous-évalué les contaminations des sols, de l'air et des aliments. En dissimulant des mesures capitales, ils ont failli à protéger la santé de la population française.

Les deux experts, Paul Genty et Gilbert Mouthon, ont épluché un à un les documents saisis en novembre 2001 dans différents ministères et organismes impliqués dans la prévention du risque nucléaire par la juge en charge du dossier, Marie-Odile Bertella-Geffroy. «Dans ces documents, il y a tout et n'importe quoi», signale Roland Desbordes, directeur de la Criirad. «En tout cas beaucoup de choses sans intérêt si l'expertise doit répondre aux questions suivantes : les services de l'Etat disposaient-ils des bonnes informations ? Et ont-ils transmis ces informations aux populations ?» A l'époque, beaucoup de mesures ont été effectuées. Par les centrales d'EDF, mais aussi par les industriels inquiets pour leurs installations. 

Valeurs. Malgré tout, il existe peu de valeurs sur la contamination des sols, de la végétation et des aliments. Cette lacune est à l'origine de la naissance de la Criirad qui organise, dès 1986, un réseau de mesures radiologiques indépendant. Dès le début, elle relève des valeurs de radioactivité nettement supérieures à celles des autorités de contrôle. Et, en 2001, elle publie ses propres cartes. Aujourd'hui, l'association attend de recevoir les conclusions des experts pour se prononcer sur le fond. «Contrairement à Me Ludot qui s'agite dans tous les sens, nous ne pouvons pas faire de commentaires car nous souhaitons faire une étude critique de ce rapport que nous n'avons toujours pas reçu. Les arguments des experts doivent être inattaquables.» Aucun doute que des contre-expertises seront exigées.

____________________________________________________________________________

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung: Feinstaub - Städte fordern schnelle Umrüstung auf Rußfilter
29. März 2005 Vor dem Hintergrund der hohen Belastung der Luft vieler Großstädte mit Feinstaub hat der Deutsche Städtetag gefordert, für Dieselfahrzeuge Rußfilter vorzuschreiben.
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"Ohne den konsequenten Einsatz von Rußfiltern lassen sich die Schadstoffgrenzwerte in vielen Städten nicht einhalten", sagte der Hauptgeschäftsführer des Deutschen Städtetags, Stephan Articus, am Dienstag in Berlin. Die Reduzierung des Schadstoff-Ausstoßes von Dieselautos müsse Vorrang vor allen anderen Maßnahmen haben, wenn die Schadstoffbelastung in den Städten abgebaut werden soll. "Die Dieselrußfilter-Technik ist längst ausgreift und stünde ohne weiteres zur Verfügung", sagte Articus.

Berlin, München und Stuttgart unter Druck
Die nordrhein-westfälische Umweltministerin Bärbel Höhn (Grüne) warf der Autoindustrie am Dienstag vor, den Umstieg auf umweltfreundlichere Dieselfahrzeuge verschlafen zu haben. "Weniger die Verbraucher, sondern eher die Automobilindustrie hier in Deutschland hat zu sehr diesen Trend verschlafen und sich auf ihre eigenen Strategien gestützt", sagte sie dem "Deutschlandfunk".

Viele deutsche Großstädte - allen voran Berlin, München und Stuttgart - geraten unter Druck, weil sie den seit Januar geltenden Grenzwert der Europäischen Union für Feinstaub über einen längeren Zeitraum überschreiten. Die EU verpflichtet die Mitgliedstaaten, für die Einhaltung der gemeinsamen Grenzwerte für die Belastung der Luft durch Schwefeldioxyd, Blei und Feinstaub zu sorgen. Demnach darf Feinstaub höchstens an 35 Tagen im Jahr in einer Konzentration von mehr als 50 Mikrogramm gemessen werden. Die durchschnittliche Belastung soll jährlich höchstens bei 40 Mikrogramm liegen. 

Grüne für „gezielte Fahrverbote”
Städte, in denen die Grenzwerte nicht eingehalten werden, sind gezwungen, der EU Maßnahmekataloge vorzulegen und mitzuteilen, wie sie die Schadstoffbelastung reduzieren wollen. Einen besonders hohen Stellenwert hat dabei die Eindämmung der Feinstaub-Belastung durch Dieselmotoren. "Mit Abstand die erfolgreichsten Sofortmaßnahmen, die Kommunen und Länder jetzt ergreifen können, wären die Umlenkung von Verkehr, die Reduktion von Verkehr, etwa durch eine City-Maut, und gezielte Fahrverbote für Dieselfahrzeuge ohne Rußfilter", sagte der umweltpolitische Sprecher der Grünen-Fraktion, Winfried Hermann.

Der Hauptverband des Deutschen Einzelhandels (HDE) sieht in Fahrverboten dagegen kein geeignetes Instrument zur Verbesserung der Luftqualität. "Wenn die Geschäfte in den Innenstädten nicht ungehindert von Lieferanten und Kunden erreicht werden können, wandern sie auf die Grüne Wiese ab", sagte HDE-Hauptgeschäftsführer Holger Wenzel.

Trittin: „Vor Ort entscheiden”
Umweltminister Jürgen Trittin (Grüne) warf den Kommunen vor, sich nicht ausreichend auf die neue EU-Richtlinie vorbereitet zu haben. "Es gibt eine Neigung in den Kommunen und den Ländern, die Umsetzung von EU-Recht nach hinten zu schieben", sagte er der Frankfurter Allgemeinen Zeitung. "Das rächt sich jetzt. Jeder wußte, was auf ihn zukommt."

Die EU-Richtlinie wurde 1999 abgeschlossen und Anfang 2000 von Bundestag und Bundesrat beschlossen. Trittin will den Städten mit hoher Luftverschmutzung nicht vorschreiben, wie sie es schaffen, die Grenzwerte einzuhalten. "Welche Maßnahme sinnvoll ist, darüber muß vor Ort entschieden werden", sagte er: "Es gibt keine Regelung, die für alle Städte gleich sinnvoll ist."

Fast jeder zweite Neuwagen mit Dieselmotor
Der Umweltminister will aber den Druck auf die Bundesländer erhöhen, Steuererleichterungen für diejenigen zuzustimmen, die sich ein Auto mit Dieselrußfilter kaufen oder die ihr Fahrzeug auf die umweltfreundlichere Technik umrüsten. "Ich erwarte, daß die Länder jetzt endlich den Steuererleichterungen für Dieselrußfilter zustimmen", sagte er. Der andauernde Trend zum Kauf von Dieselfahrzeugen bringe den Ländern deutlich höhere Einnahmen aus der Kraftfahrzeugsteuer.

Der Anteil von Diesel-Pkw am Neuwagenabsatz in Deutschland erreichte in den ersten beiden Monaten dieses Jahres 46,9 Prozent. 1999 waren es 22,4 Prozent. "Die Förderung kostet insgesamt bis zu 1,5 Milliarden Euro. Das ist über die zusätzlichen Einnahmen mehr als gegenfinanziert", sagte Trittin und wies die Forderung der Länder nach finanzieller Kompensation durch den Bund zurück.

Bis zu 19.000 Tote im Jahr durch Ruß-Abgase
Städtetags-Hauptgeschäftsführer Articus forderte, Bund und Länder sollten sich nun schnell auf die steuerliche Förderung von Dieselrußfiltern für Pkw verständigen. Für Diesel-Lkw solle die Umrüstung ebenfalls gefördert werden. Die Städte und Gemeinden könnten nicht akzeptieren, daß sie für die Versäumnisse der Autoindustrie und des Gesetzgebers verantwortlich gemacht werden, sagte Articus.

Nach Schätzungen des Münchner Umwelt-Epidemiologen Heinz-Erich Wichmann sterben in der Bundesrepublik Jahr für Jahr zwischen 10.000 und 19.000 Menschen vorzeitig an Ruß-Abgasen, die meist unsichtbar aus den Auspuffrohren von Diesel-Pkw und -Lkw geschleudert werden. Besonders gefährdet seien Kleinkinder, Ältere und Menschen mit geschwächter Immunabwehr.

Bis zum Urteil 18 Monate und mehr
Die Europäische Kommission plant vorerst keine Klage wegen der Überschreitung der EU-Grenzwerte. Begründet wird dies damit, daß die Gemeinschaftsregelung erst zu Jahresbeginn in Kraft getreten sei. Eine Bewertung soll auf der Grundlage eines - zum ersten Mal im kommenden Jahr - erwarteten Jahresberichts aus den Mitgliedsländern vorgenommen werden.

In der Kommission wird aber nicht ausgeschlossen, daß es schon früher zu rechtlichen Schritten gegen Deutschland kommen könne. Voraussetzung sei, daß der Kommission konkrete Hinweise über eine Mißachtung des Rechts vorlägen. Tätig werden könnte die Kommission zum Beispiel nach Erhalt einer Beschwerde von Verbänden. Nach einer Klage der Kommission können bis zu einem Urteil der Luxemburger EU-Richter 18 Monate und mehr vergehen. Erst wenn die Bundesrepublik ein entsprechendes Urteil mißachten sollte, könnte die Kommission in einem weiteren Schritt die Verhängung von Zwangsgeldern durch das oberste EU-Gericht erwirken.

____________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news


Kabul moves to stop depletion of forests
Kashar News, Pakistan, KABUL, Mar 29 (SANA): The authorities are arming and training a "Green Division" to protect Afghanistan's disappearing forests from timber smugglers, who have been operating with increasing impunity for the past three years.
"Afghanistan's forests have been treated mercilessly, and the timber is being smuggled to other countries," interior ministry spokesman Lutfullah Mashal told IWPR. "Local people and professional smugglers have been particularly active in the eastern and southern regions."
…The United Nations Environment Programme says as much as 70 per cent of the natural forests in eastern Afghanistan have been destroyed, and some local experts put the figures even higher. 
Saeedi welcomed the formation of the Green Division, but both he and international officials are far from certain that it will have much effect.
http://www.kashar.net/compleat.asp?id=1715 
U.N.: Asia must pay heed to environment
China Post, Taiwan , 2005/3/29, SEOUL, AFP - Asia-Pacific economies may be expanding fast but growth will not be sustainable for much longer unless the region pays more attention to the environment, the United Nations said Monday. 
Asia-Pacific environment ministers heard the wake up call at a two-day meeting on the environment organized by the U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). 
…"'Green growth' is the biggest challenge facing the world and this dynamic region in particular," Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP), told the conference. 
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/business/detail.asp?GRP=E&id=60308 

_____________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP in the news

UNEP 2005 Children's World Summit Goes To Japan

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The 2005 Children's World Summit on the Environment will take place in the Japanese city of Aichi in July, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Japan Organizing Committee (JOC) announced Tuesday. The event, scheduled for 26-29 July, will also give the children a chance to take part in environmental activities at Expo 2005 and visit environmental exhibits, said a statement issued here. An estimated 1,000 people - children aged between 10 and 14 years together with their parents and chaperones – from about 100 countries, are expected to take part in the event. The summit will focus on Energy, Recycling, Water, Forests and Biodiversity. Projects by children that relate to the themes will be presented and discussed during the plenary alongside workshops and field trips. Executive director Klaus Toepfer said Tuesday that UNEP was delighted to be involved in holding "this pioneering event". "Children are the future and that future must be a sustainable one. Otherwise, we shall fail as adults in our responsibility to hand over a world fit for these children to live in," he said. JOC chairperson Fumio Kawaguchi, president of CHUBU Electric Power Company, added: "The theme of Expo 2005 is 'Nature's Wisdom'. Usually, one associates the notion of 'wisdom' with old age and experience, but I think all of us can accept that there is such a thing as the wisdom of childhood, as well". The Children's World Summit is a follow-up to the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development, in Johannesburg, South Africa. The Summit will help to increase children's understanding of environmental issues by letting them share experiences and opinions, give them an opportunity to collectively voice their concerns for the environment and inspire them to initiate and implement community environmental projects. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng076867&dte=29/03/2005
General Environment News

Sierra Leonean minister pleads for Kyoto protocol
Freetown, Sierra Leone (PANA) - Sierra Leone's Lands and Environment minister, Dr Alfred Bobson Sesay has urged the House of Legislature (parliament) to ratify the Kyoto protocol, saying it would help to create a safer and healthier environment for the country's inhabitants. In a motion tabled Thursday, Bobson Sesay regretted that man-made activities have severely polluted the earth through the dumping of dangerous and harmful substances, mainly from the industrial sector. "Kyoto protocol is the brainchild of a convention held in Japan in1997 where countries agreed to combat the threat of climate change posed by industrialization. It thus became a legal instrument on which all parties agreed to draw a plan of Action to scale down man made emissions," the minister explained. He said that Sierra Leone "is doing its best to put into practice the articles contained in the Kyoto protocol. This would place the country in a better position to be exposed to new technologies for replacing the utilization of carbon emitting fuels. "Human activities such as farming, the archaic slash en burn method should be changed in favor of mechanized agriculture," the minister told the house. The minister also said that industrialized countries that have signed the protocol would financially support poorer nations to enable them acquire new production technologies. However, MPs suggested the ratification of the protocol be postponed until all legislators are fully sensitized about the details of the protocol. Sierra Leone is one of the two African Countries that are yet to sign the Kyoto protocol on the reduction of green house gases.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng076687&dte=26/03/2005
Mozambican paper indicts South African tourists
Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - South African tourists are looting natural resources at Mozambique's key resort of Ponto de Ouro near the border with the South African province of KwaZulu-Natal, according to local media reports. In its latest issue, the Sunday paper 'Domingo' said that when he visited Matutuine district, where Ponto de Ouro and the Maputo Elephant Reserve are located last week, Tourism Minister Fernando Sumbana was dumbfound by the scale of abuse there. The local administrator, Arnaldo Portugal and workers in the tourist industry told the minister that hundreds of tourists, who camp out on the beaches, illegally extract corals, as well as take large amounts of fish and shellfish back to South Africa. Locals also complained that the South Africans organize motor- bike races across the dunes, including areas reserved as nesting sites for turtles. The dunes are crucial for protecting the coastline, but some South African businessmen were reportedly building on them after clandestinely obtaining building permits. "We can't do anything. It was all authorized without our knowledge," Portugal told the minister. He cited one instance in which local authorities seized some of the bikes used in the dune races, recalling that this was promptly followed by angry phone calls from "Maputo chiefs" ordering them to hand back the bikes to their owners.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng076749&dte=27/03/2005
Wangari Gets Top Post at AU Assembly

The Nation (Nairobi): Nobel Peace laureate Wangari Maathai was yesterday elected first president of the African Union's interim general assembly of the Economic, Social and Cultural Council. The Environment assistant minister was chosen by Africa's lobby groups in Addis Ababa. regional deputies - Prof Maurice Tadadjeu (Central Africa), Mrs. Fatima Karadja (North Africa), Mr. Charles Mutasa (southern Africa) and Mr. Ayodele Aderinwale (western Africa). The assembly also elected an 18-member standing committee to coordinate the council's work. The committee's composition is based on gender balance and youth interests. Established under Articles 5 and 22 of the AU Constitutive Act, the council aims at building a strong a partnership among governments and all segments of the continent's Noes to create a people-centred African community. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503290857.html
Campaign against Forest Destruction Intensified

This Day (Lagos): The campaign against the destruction of Forest ecosystem has been intensified by the introduction of a new website on forest invasive species in Africa which will enable countries to share information on outbreaks and on ways to tackle them. The Food and Agriculture Organization FAO in a statement explained that the site will help countries to more effectively address the problem of invasive species. "Until now, African countries lacked effective means to share information on forest invasive species despite an increase in the spread of pests across Africa. The new website is facilitating the information flow," said Gillian Allard, an FAO specialist on forest health. Invasive species are species not native to a specific forest ecosystem, whose introduction does or is likely to cause harm to the ecosystem. The web site shares information on how this can be controlled. Furthermore it shares information on how the spread of the cypress aphid, which has been harming cypresses and cedars in Africa since 1986, is being controlled. "Once this regional website is linked to other existing regional networks on invasive species, it will become much easier to protect African forests from species that transcend national and regional boundaries," Allard said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503290418.html
Youths to Plant 20,000 Trees

The New Times (Kigali): The youths from Kigali City planted 20,000 trees on Rebero Hill on Saturday as part of their contribution to the national progaramme for enviroment protection. This was revealed by Charles Rusimbi, the city official in charge of youth and sports, who said that over 30,000 youths took part in the tree planting exercise as part of communal work, Umuganda. The city plans to make the tree planting and mantaining exercise on Rebero Hill continuous. "The youths have suggested that they should have a particular land where they would be carrying out environmental protection activities, and the city authority has earmarked Rebero Hill, he said. He said, "The youths did not only plant trees, but will also take the responsibility of mantaining them." The idea was originally engineered by Kigali City Council in collaboration with TTDU, an organization that supports and creates jobs for the youths. Rusimbi added that Kigali City was devising ways to involve the youths in developmental activities. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503280983.html
Two Forest Guards Killed By Militia

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Two guards were on Thursday shot dead by suspected armed Pokot militia in the controversial Kabolet forest in Cherang'any on the Trans-Nzoia-West Pokot border. Kitale police boss Augustine Kimatiria identified the deceased as Anthony Lumbasi and Benjamin Maloba. The two were on patrol in the forest when they were attacked by an unknown number of militia suspected to have been armed with AK-47 rifles. The victims were sprayed with bullets before the assailants stole their uniforms and rifle. Forest guards from the Ministry of Environment have intensified patrols in the forest since last month, when the Government evicted some 2,000 people who had invaded the forest, to flush out those involved in the illegal logging and burning of charcoal. Last month, the Government flushed out over 2,000 people from Sengwer and Pokot communities who had settled in the forest. Meanwhile, Kitale residents have appealed to the Government to flush out terror groups operating from two forests neighboring the town. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503280470.html
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 ANNAN SAYS EXONERATION BY IRAQ OIL-FOR-FOOD REPORT 'GREAT RELIEF'          

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today it was a "great relief," after so  

 "many distressing and untrue allegations," that an independent committee   

 probing alleged misconduct and mismanagement in the United Nations         

 Oil-for-Food programme for Iraq had exonerated him of any wrongdoing in    

 the award of a contract to a firm that employed his son.                   

 But he added that he was "deeply saddened" his son, Kojo, had not fully    

 cooperated with the Independent Inquiry Committee (IIC) into the           

 allegations surrounding the now defunct multibillion dollar programme, and 

 he urged him to do so.                                                     

 Mr. Annan also told a news conference, held just hours after receiving the 

 report from IIC chief Paul Volcker, former United States Federal Reserve   

 Chairman, that he had no intention of resigning as he had lots of work     

 still to do. "Hell no," he replied amid laughter to a question on the      

 subject, referring to his agenda of reform for the world body.             

 "I was well aware that among the most serious allegations was an           

 insinuation that I myself might have improperly influenced the procurement 

 process in favour of Cotecna Inspection Services, because that company     

 employed my son," he said in an opening statement.                         

 "But I knew that to be untrue and I was therefore absolutely confident     

 that a thorough inquiry would clear me of any wrongdoing. The Committee    

 has now done so after an exhaustive 12-month investigation.                

 "After so many distressing and untrue allegations have been made against   

 me, this exoneration by the independent inquiry obviously comes as a great 

 relief," he added.                                                         

 The IIC report states, "There is no evidence that the selection of Cotecna 

 in 1998 was subject to any affirmative or improper influence of the        

 Secretary-General in the bidding or selection process. Based on the record 

 and lack of evidence of impropriety, it is the finding of the Committee    

 that Cotecna was awarded the contract in 1998 on the ground that it was    

 the lowest bidder. The Committee also notes that, in keeping with normal   

 United Nations policy and practice, the Secretary-General is not involved  

 in procurement decisions."                                                 

 Cotecna was contracted to inspect goods entering Iraq under the            

 Oil-for-Food programme, which ran from 1996-2003 and allowed the           

 sanctions-bound regime to use oil-sale proceeds to purchase humanitarian   

 supplies.                                                                  

 The Secretary-General did accept criticism in the report for not referring 

 the matter to the UN's Office for Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) or    

 its legal office for formal investigation after being made aware that      

 Cotecna had been awarded a contract in January 1999.                       

 "However, I have through my attorney provided a comment to the Committee   

 explaining my reasons for ordering a different kind of inquiry, in the     

 light of the information available to me at that time. The steps I took    

 were fully consistent with UN regulations," he said.                       

 On the critical findings raised against three senior management            

 colleagues, the Secretary-General said he needed to study carefully the    

 "different and complex issues in each case" before deciding what steps to  

 take.                                                                      

 "For reasons that parents everywhere will understand, the most difficult   

 and painful moments for me personally throughout this past year have been  

 those when it appeared that my son Kojo might have acted inappropriately   

 or might not have told me the full truth about his actions," he went on.   

 "I love my son and have always expected the highest standards of integrity 

 from him. I am deeply saddened by the evidence to the contrary that has    

 emerged and particularly by the fact that my son had failed to cooperate   

 full with the inquiry. I have urged him to cooperate and I urge him to     

 reconsider his position and cooperate."                                    

 The Secretary-General noted that Mr. Volcker expressed the hope that the   

 Committee's finding would contribute to the larger objective to UN reform  

 that Mr. Annan outlined last week. "I think that hope is fully justified.  

 The reforms I'm proposing, particularly the improvement in the management  

 of the Secretariat, are intended among other things to correct the         

 failings that the inquiry has brought to light," he declared.              

 He said that he was already acting and would continue acting on the        

 interim findings while awaiting "with great interest" the Committee's      

 final report later this year.                                              

 "The Member States of the United Nations and their peoples certainly have  

 the right to expect that, and from now on we in the Secretariat will be    

 more fully transparent in the way we carry out their mandates and their    

 wishes, and that managers will be held clearly accountable for their       

 performance," he added.                                                    

 He concluded his statement by stressing that despite the distractions and  

 difficulties the allegations had caused over the past year, the UN had     

 been able to "make very significant contributions to the successful and    

 historic elections in Afghanistan, Iraq, Burundi and in the Palestinian    

 territories," as well as coordinating relief efforts after December's      

 devastating Indian Ocean tsunami.                                          

 "We are also helping to advance the peace process in the Middle East and   

 many other parts of the world, often away from the headlines, [in] the     

 hidden crises, UN staff are working around the clock to help their fellow  

 human beings," he added. "There is always much to be done and we will stay 

 focussed."                                                                 

 Mr. Annan was asked whether, in view of criticism not just in Washington   

 but even among some of his own staff, as well as other issues, such as the 

 resignation of Ruud Lubbers as UN High Commissioner of Refugees amid       

 allegations of sexual harassment and findings of sexual abuse by UN        

 peacekeepers in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), he felt it was 

 time "for the good of the organization" to step down.                      

 "Hell no," he replied, noting that the UN was looking into some of the     

 issues and that others had been settled. "I think it is also unfortunate   

 that you keep bringing back issues which have been resolved. The Lubbers   

 issue was resolved," he added. "That issue is settled; please leave        

 Lubbers alone. On the other issues you raised on the sexual exploitation   

 in Congo and others we are looking into it very energetically.             

 "We are setting up systems to ensure this doesn't happen – not only not in 

 Congo – but in any of our operations around the world. It is not unusual   

 that in institutions this size, whether it's government in this country or 

 elsewhere or companies, that problems do arise. We deal with the problem   

 and draw the lessons and move on. I have lots of work to do and I'm going  

 to go ahead and do it and I think you know the agenda ahead of me."        

 * * *                                                                      

 UN AGENCIES SWING INTO ACTION WITH RELIEF MISSIONS AFTER INDONESIAN QUAKE  

 United Nations agencies sprang into action today in Indonesia after last   

 night’s undersea earthquake, sending observation helicopters and boats     

 with relief supplies to islands off the coast of Sumatra, where            

 preliminary reports described the situation as serious with many injured   

 and dead and people buried under tons of rubble.                           

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has already delivered 580 kilos of     

 medical supplies to the island of Nias, one of the worst-hit areas, a      

 search and rescue team is on the ground and medical evacuations are        

 underway, the deputy UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Banda Aceh on Sumatra, 

 Masood Hyder, told a news briefing.                                        

 “Based on their preliminary assessment, they report many injured and dead  

 in the main city of Gunung Sitoli,” he said. “Most injuries are broken     

 bones and wounds inflicted by falling masonry. We have no definitive       

 figures on casualties as our teams have not yet moved beyond the location, 

 but they have already requested large quantities of tents, emergency food  

 and facilities for medical evacuation.”                                    

 Medical evacuations have begun and 500 tents are on their way, he added.   

 There had been 14 aftershocks on Nias, some 100 buildings had been         

 destroyed and the priority for the moment was the evacuation of the most   

 seriously injured and the search for those buried under the rubble.        

 A UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) boat with tents, emergency relief materials  

 and additional personnel has already arrived in neighbouring Simeulue, an  

 island with nearly 80,000 inhabitants including 18,000 people displaced by 

 December’s devastating tsunami, where the agency already had an active     

 presence.                                                                  

 The World Food Programme (WFP) has sent two teams to Nias and one to       

 Simeulue to evaluate the damage. The agency has enough food and other      

 relief materials available on Sumatra to respond to the emergency on the   

 two islands where it had already provided aid to 24,000 victims of the 26  

 December tsunami.                                                          

 In total, WFP has provided aid to some 500,000 people in Indonesia since   

 that tsunami, which hit Sumatra hardest in a disaster that killed more     

 than 200,000 people and left up to 5 million in need of basic services in  

 a dozen Indian Ocean countries.                                            

 In a statement issued by his spokesman Secretary-General Kofi Annan        

 pledged UN support for the people of Indonesia "at this difficult hour,"   

 as well as readiness to help with reconstruction efforts.                  

 At dawn today, two helicopters with advance interagency missions left for  

 the islands, along with a helicopter from the International Federation of  

 the Red Cross (IFRC), to evaluate the need, if requested by the Indonesian 

 Government, for a UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team.    

 Such a stand-by team of disaster management professionals could be         

 deployed within hours to carry out rapid assessment of priority needs.     

 Twenty search and rescue teams are on standby in the region, ready to be   

 deployed if requested assistance. The UN Office for the Coordination of    

 Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), with the support of WFP, has coordinated a    

 meeting with humanitarian relief partners, including UNICEF and            

 non-government organizations (NGOs) such as Concern and CARE, to prepare   

 the necessary actions.                                                     

 "The UN and all its agencies are pleased they have been able to move so    

 fast to assist with this earthquake," Mr. Hyder said. "We have the         

 resources: the challenge is now their efficient and swift disposal."       

 There are currently 1,000 international staff and 250 international        

 organizations on the ground in Sumatra from the relief operations mounted  

 for the previous tsunami disaster.                                         

 John Harding, of the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction      

 (ISDR), told a news briefing in Geneva that readings indicated that there  

 would not be another large tsunami from this quake. In December it was the 

 tsunami, and not the quake that caused the giant waves, which proved most  

 lethal.                                                                    

 * * *                                                                      

 SECURITY COUNCIL TO MONITOR ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST SUDANESE GOVERNMENT AND REBELS                                                                     

 With the conflict in western Sudan's Darfur region continuing, the United  

 Nations Security Council today voted to tighten its arms embargo on        

 Sudan's Government and rebels by forming a Council committee to monitor    

 the implementation of the weapons ban.                                     

 The vote in the 15-member Council was 12 in favour of the United           

 States-sponsored resolution, with Algeria, China and Russia abstaining.    

 The Council Committee would also designate individuals "who impede the     

 peace process, constitute a threat to stability in Darfur and the region,  

 commit violations of international humanitarian or human rights law or     

 other atrocities," violate prior embargoes, "or are responsible for        

 offensive military overflights."                                           

 Governments should freeze the funds, financial assets and economic         

 resources of these individuals in their countries, as well as the assets   

 of the entities those individuals own, the Council said.                   

 Like the resolution on southern Sudan approved last Thursday, the Council  

 stressed that there could be no military solution to the conflict in       

 Darfur, a region the size of France, and called on the Government and the  

 rebel groups, particularly the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) and the 

 Sudanese Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A), to resume peace talks in Abuja, 

 Nigeria, without preconditions and to negotiate in good faith so as to     

 reach agreement quickly.                                                   

 The Council asked Secretary-General Kofi Annan, within 30 days of the      

 approval of the resolution, to appoint for six months a four-member Panel  

 of Experts based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, to travel regularly to          

 El-Fasher and other locations in Sudan.                                    

 The Panel should report back within 90 days of the approval of the         

 resolution and submit a final report no later than 30 days before its      

 mandate expires, it said.                                                  

 The Council voted unanimously last week to send up to10,000 troops and up  

 to 715 civilian police to southern Sudan for an initial period of six      

 months to support the peace agreement between the Government of Sudan and  

 the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), which ended more     

 than two decades of civil strife.                                          

 * * *                                                                      

 BURDEN OF PROOF IN OIL-FOR-FOOD PROBE SHIFTS TO ACCUSERS NOW, UN OFFICIAL SAYS                                                                       

 It is now no longer up to the United Nations to prove its innocence of     

 wrongdoing in the Oil-for-Food programme for Iraq, but for its accusers to 

 prove its guilt, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Chief of Staff said today  

 following the release of the latest interim report by an independent       

 committee of inquiry.                                                      

 "I think that the onus is now on those of you who wish to continue to      

 pursue this; the burden of proof has shifted," Mark Malloch Brown told a   

 news conference after the Independent Inquiry Committee (IIC), headed by   

 former United States Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker, reported that  

 there was no evidence of wrongdoing by Mr. Annan in the award of a         

 contract to a Swiss firm that employed his son.                            

 "Mr. Volcker has given his view and it's a very clear one. As he has       

 throughout said, it is always a little hard to prove a negative. You don't 

 get much clearer than no evidence," Mr. Malloch Brown said of allegations  

 that Mr. Annan improperly influenced the awarding of a contract to Cotecna 

 to monitor the now defunct multibillion dollar programme that allowed the  

 sanctions-bound Iraqi regime to sell oil in exchange for humanitarian      

 supplies from 1996-2003.                                                   

 "Let's first agree that the story has probably moved decisively on today   

 from a probably, a final slaying of the ghosts [that] there was corruption 

 in this by the Secretary-General to a second issue which is, 'Was the      

 management [of the programme] effective enough?'" he said at another       

 point.                                                                     

 "On that, [Mr. Annan] is the first to acknowledge it evidently wasn't. A   

 number of individuals have now been cited in ways that are enormously      

 damaging to the organization," he added.                                   

 He stressed that "the important bit of Volcker" is the "forward-looking    

 bit of Volcker, which is: having disposed of any charges of criminality    

 and corruption against the system and against the Secretary-General, but   

 having pinpointed failings by others, how do we move forward to put in     

 place the management reforms that address that."                           

 Asked about the shredding of some documents that dated from the time when  

 the contract with Cotecna was awarded, Mr. Malloch Brown said: "The point  

 is surely: Volcker looked, he looked under every stone, he threw millions  

 of dollars of investigation at this and concluded 'No Story.'"             

 But, the Chief of Staff added, it was "an issue we have to look very       

 carefully into because it is clearly deeply damaging to any investigation  

 to have documents destroyed, particularly after an instruction has gone    

 out to preserve documents.                                                 

 "But as the report says, there appears – and the report appears to side    

 with this – [that] there is a very reasonable explanation for this," he    

 said, noting that the shredded documents were duplicates that were         

 destroyed for reasons of filing space.                                     

 Asked about reports of meetings between Cotecna executives and Mr. Annan,  

 he replied: "Whatever Cotecna's aspirations in terms of developing a       

 relationship with the Secretary-General, it was a dud, they didn't, and    

 there was no influence over that contract."                                

 * * *                                                                      

 MORE THAN 100 UN-TRAINED LIBERIAN POLICE ARE DEPLOYED IN CAPITAL           

 Over 100 police recruits fresh from training school have been deployed in  

 the streets of the Liberian capital, Monrovia, as the first contingent of  

 the 1,800 the United Nations peacekeeping mission plans to post throughout 

 the country by the scheduled October elections, a UN spokesman said today. 

 The 123 recruits completed their nine months of training on Saturday,      

 which among other things included human rights education, riot control and 

 community policing, spokesman Fred Eckhard told journalists at the daily   

 briefing in New York.                                                      

In the new Liberian National Police contingent positioned yesterday, 85    

 officers were new recruits, he added.                                      

 The UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) aimed to train and equip 3,500 police by 

 the end of next year, Mr. Eckhard said.                                                                                  

 * * *                                                                      

 SENIOR UN OFFICIAL CALLS FOR IMPROVED TRADING TRANSPORT FOR LANDLOCKED COUNTRIES                                                                  

 A United Nations advocate for landlocked developing countries called on    

 major multilateral organizations today to establish technical cooperation  

 programmes to solve the transport problems impeding free trade by these    

 countries and develop ways to measure progress in setting up efficient     

 transit systems.                                                           

 The UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked   

 Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, Anwarul K.        

 Chowdhury, was addressing a three-day High-Level Meeting in Kazakhstan on  

 the role of multilateral organizations in implementing the Almaty          

 Programme of Action (APoA) to secure access to the sea for these countries 

 and reduce trade transaction costs.                                        

 "Landlocked developing countries continue to face difficult transit        

 problems that reduce their competitiveness in the world market. It          diminishes export profits, and inflates the prices of imported inputs for  

 manufacturing," he said. "By making trade expensive, high transport costs  

 can't help but have an enormous impact on the overall economic development 

 of landlocked developing countries."                                       

 The organizations for a cooperation programme to come up with solutions    

 would include the World Bank, the World Trade Organization, the World      

 Customs Organization and the UN Conference on Trade and Development (      

 UNCTAD), he said, and the indicators of progress "would be few in number   

 and easy in application."                                                  

 * * *                                                                      

 'ATMOSPHERE OF SECRECY' SHROUDS LIBERIAN GOVERNMENT'S MINERAL PACT – UN PANEL                                                                      

 A United Nations panel appointed to investigate the observance of          

 sanctions against Liberia diamond exports says the Government of the West  

 African country has forged "an exclusive mineral purchase and cooperative  

 development agreement with an international company of unknown provenance  

 and with no mining sector experience in an atmosphere of secrecy."         

 The Security Council today discussed the report of the Panel of Experts,   

 which also says that with the slow rate of funding and technical           

 assistance coming in the country cannot successfully apply to be part of   

 the Kimberley Process that certifies rough diamonds as legal for           

 international sale. Without that success, Liberia's Security               

 Council-imposed diamond sanctions remain in place.                         

 The Ministry of Lands, Mines and Energy has trained many personnel,        

 including 65 agents to enforce mining laws and 46 mineral inspectors to    

 enforce the broad Kimberley Process, but it lacked the money to hire and   

 deploy them, it says.                                                      

 Meanwhile, according to a number of sources, "the National Transitional    

 Government of Liberia (NTGL) has signed a secret agreement with the West   

 Africa Mining Corporation (WAMCO), a company financed by the privately     

 owned London International Bank Limited," the five-member Panel says.      

 The Panel has received an "unsigned copy" of the 10-year agreement giving  

 WAMCO the exclusive right to purchase all minerals produced by mining      

 cooperatives it will establish and support in all of western Liberia,      

 except those already subject to established mineral development            

 agreements. WAMCO also had the option to renew the contract.               

 "Such an arrangement would create a de facto monopoly over much of         

 Liberia's diamond-producing regions and would preclude market competition  

 for the purchase of diamonds by dealers from alluvial artisanal miners,"   

 it adds.                                                                   

 There was no formal or open bidding process and no consultation with the   

 Liberian Monopolies and Contracts Commission over the negotiations with    

 WAMCO, it says, and it discovered in an interview of WAMCO representatives 

 in Liberia's capital, Monrovia, that WAMCO has had no experience in        

 mining.                                                                    

 "The people of Liberia are not likely to benefit from such an arrangement  

 in the long term," it says.                                                

 Another company, American Mining Associates (AMA), held an exploration     

 licence but had never filed the requisite exploration plan, the Panel      

 says.                                                                      

 Although the Panel, along with members of the Kimberley Process export     

 mission and representatives of the Ministry of Lands, Mines and Energy,    

 saw "significant activity" at the AMA site, the company said it was        

 "producing no more than two stones per month."                             

 Last month the Ministry ordered AMA to stop operating and explain its      

 activities formally, the Panel says.                                       

 Poor security in diamond-producing regions, meanwhile, is contributing to  

 illegal mining, it says.                                                   

 Foreign buyers have been operating out of hotels and guest houses, buying  

 diamonds and smuggling them "to neighbouring States where goods may be     

 passed off as the domestic production of those countries and obtain        

 Kimberley Process Certificates" for international trading, it says.        

 The NTGL sent circulars to hotel owners requesting information on illegal  

 activity, but "so far no arrests have been made and it can be assumed that 

 such illegal trade in violation of the United Nations embargo persists,"   

 the Panel says.                                                            

 * * *                                                                      

 UN STEPS UP EFFORTS TO HELP ANGOLA FIGHT HIGHLY FATAL MARBURG DISEASE      

 United Nations agencies are stepping up their efforts to help Angola fight 

 an outbreak of Marburg virus disease, a rare but highly fatal haemorrhagic 

 illness with epidemic potential that has already killed 117 of the 124     

 victims so far identified in the southern African country, most of them    

 children.                                                                  

 A World Health Organization (WHO) team of experts from the Inter-country   

 programme for southern Africa, the Regional Office for Africa (AFRO) and   

 from Headquarters, as well as partners in the Global Outbreak Alert and    

 Response Network (GOARN), a technical collaboration of existing            

 institutions and networks, are supporting Angola's Health Ministry in      

 strengthening active surveillance and contact tracing.                     

 The UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) is helping to organize a countrywide       

 communication and social mobilization campaign to inform the population of 

 the disease, for which there is no vaccine or curative treatment, and the  

 preventive measures to take.                                               

 "A timely and relevant communication strategy is absolutely crucial to     

 prevent the virus from spreading," UNICEF country representative Mario     

 Ferrari said of the disease, which appears to be spread by close contact   

 with bodily fluids of infected people, as occurs in health care or burial. 

 Elements of the campaign are already up and running in the northern        

 province of Uige, source of all the cases so far, with radio programmes    

 constantly broadcasting messages to reach people at risk of the disease,   

 which begins with severe diarrhoea, abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting and   

 chest and lung pains, with a high proportion developing severe haemorrhage 

 in the gastrointestinal tract and lungs.                                   

 Some 600 activists have been trained and given much needed materials to    

 conduct house-to-house visits and ensure the word reaches the more         

 isolated areas.                                                            

 A UNICEF emergency convoy with 42 kits of essential drugs and gloves for   

 health workers arrived in Uige at the weekend to ensure dispensaries are   

 stocked up to treat the related symptoms and other common illnesses.       

 Thanks to the rapid response of UNICEF's Copenhagen-based supplies team,   

 badly needed disinfectants, intravenous liquids, masks, protection         

 glasses, clothes and boots for health workers are on their way for prompt  

 distribution to Uige and other provinces.                                  

"The response needs to be firm, rapid and multilayered," said Guy          

 Clarysse, head of the health section in Angola. "While we make sure the    

 ill are cared for, we need to protect the health personnel. Their          

 commitment is crucial to maintain the faith of the population and ensure   

 they seek help in the hospital and health centres in Uige."                

The disease, of the same family as Ebola, was first identified in 1967     

 during simultaneous outbreaks affecting laboratory workers in Marburg and  

 Frankfurt, Germany, and in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. The outbreaks, which      

 involved 31 cases and seven deaths, were subsequently linked to contact    

 with infected monkeys imported from Uganda.                                

 Marburg occurs very rarely and appears to be geographically confined to a  

 few countries in southern Africa. The largest outbreak on record, from     

 1998 to 2000 in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), involved 149   

 cases, 123 of them fatal.                                                  

 * * *                                                                      

UN ENVOY FOR WEST AFRICA CALLS ON BISSAU-GUINEANS TO UNITE AGAINST RISING  TENSIONS                                                                   

 The United Nations special envoy for West Africa today called on the       

 people of Guinea-Bissau to unite in respecting the new 19 June election    

 date, a month later than earlier scheduled, and to do their utmost to put  

 in place a political environment conducive to peaceful, free and           

 transparent elections.                                                     

 “The ball is in your court for the country to stay united and at peace,”   

 said the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for West Africa,  

 Ahmedou Ould Abdallah. “Don’t let Guinea-Bissau fall apart.”               

 After 20 political parties challenged the 2004 voter register, the         

 Guinea-Bissau National Election Commission and the parties have been       

 revising the list, delaying the presidential elections and increasing      

 political tensions. The elections will mark the end of the political       

 transition in the fragile, post-conflict country.                          

 Mr. Ould Abdallah, who also heads the UN Office for West Africa (UNOWA),   

 urged Guinea-Bissau’s political leaders, especially former senior          

 officials, to resist the temptation to use ethnic and religious            

 manipulation and to refrain from dividing the country or its army and      

 other institutions.                                                        

 He also appealed to the international community to support efforts by the  

 Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the UN on behalf of 

 Guinea-Bissau.                                                             

 “Guinea-Bissau is a small, poor, unstable country. Let’s not allow it to   

 fall hostage to ill-intentioned groups and individuals,” he said.          

 Last December the UN Security Council gave the UN Peacebuilding Support    

 Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNOGBIS) new mandates, including supporting       

 political dialogue, promoting national reconciliation and respect for law  

 and human rights, helping ensure a return to constitutional normalcy and   

 helping to mobilize financial aid.                                         

 * * *                                                                      

 UN HEALTH AGENCY OFFERS AID TO DPR OF KOREA IN BIRD FLU EPIDEMIC           

 The United Nations health agency has offered assistance to the Democratic  

 People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) in preparing a response to an epidemic   

 of bird flu among chickens.                                                

 But the outbreak so far involved only animals, World Health Organization   

 (WHO) spokesperson Fadela Chaib told a news briefing in Geneva of the      

 disease which, if it is spread to humans, could lead to a pandemic that in 

 a worst-case scenario could claim tens of millions of lives worldwide.     

 Fresh human cases of the H5N1 virus – 24 since mid-December, 13 of them    

 fatal – have occurred in Viet Nam. Overall there have been 69 reported     

 infections, 46 of them fatal, since the first human case linked to         

 widespread poultry outbreaks in Viet Nam and Thailand was reported in      

 January last year.                                                         

 WHO has repeatedly warned that H5N1 could mutate into a new human virus    

 with pandemic potential. The so-called Spanish flu pandemic of 1918-20,    

 which was not related to the present virus, is estimated to have killed    

 between 20 million and 40 million people worldwide.                        

 Nearly 140 million domestic birds have died or been culled over the past   

 year in southeast Asia in an effort to curb the spread of H5N1. WHO is     

 concerned that continuing transmission to humans might give avian and      

 human influenza viruses an opportunity to exchange genes, facilitating a   

 pandemic.                                                                  

 * * *                                                                                                                                                

 EUROPEAN ASYLUM BILL MIGHT LEAD TO BREACH OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, UN AGENCY  WARNS                                                                                                                                              

 Reiterating its “serious concerns” over new European Union (EU)            

 legislation on asylum, the United Nations refugee agency today warned that 

 without additional safeguards the measure might lead to breaches of        

 international refugee law, and it urged Member States to adopt more        

 favourable provisions.                                                     

 In a detailed set of comments on the proposed Asylum Procedures Directive  

 on which EU States reached political agreement last April but which still  

 has to be formally adopted by the EU Council, the UN High Commissioner for 

 Refugee (UNHCR) made 96 observations.                                      

 “In view of the fact that the Directive defines common minimum standards   

 for national asylum procedures, but permits Member States to retain or     

 introduce higher standards in national law, UNHCR urges Member States to   

 apply more favourable provisions where necessary to ensure compliance in   

 practice with international refugee and human rights law,” the agency      

 said.                                                                      

UNHCR drew particular attention to the rules governing the designation of  

 “safe” countries, and those which allow EU countries to deport certain     

 categories of asylum seekers before their appeal has been heard, stressing 

 that the Directive does not ensure that all applicants have an effective   

 opportunity to rebut the presumption that a third country is safe in their 

 particular cases.                                                          

 “No applicant should be denied access to an asylum procedure altogether,   

 including applicants arriving from countries designated as ‘safe third     

 countries’ by national parliaments,” it said.                              

The agency regretted the extensive limits which Member States may place on 

 personal interviews. “Personal testimony is often decisive for             

 determinations, and can be vital to clarify errors or apparent             

 inconsistencies. Limiting interview rights will significantly undermine    

 the fairness of procedures and accuracy of decisions,” it said.            

It also regretted that the Directive only guarantees the right to remain   

 during the first instance procedure, allowing Member States the discretion 

 to decide whether a remedy has suspensive effect and whether and which     

 exceptions will apply.                                                     

 “In view of the relatively high number of decisions overturned on appeal,  

 and given the potentially serious consequences of wrong decisions at first 

 instance, the suspensive effect of asylum appeals is a critical            

 safeguard,” it said. “Applicants should be permitted to remain in the      

 Member State until their appeals have been decided, if a legal remedy is   

 to be effective.”                                                          

 * * *                                                                      

 DELEGATES AT UN MEETING PLEDGE GREEN-FRIENDLY APPROACH TO DEVELOPMENT IN   ASIA AND THE PACIFIC                                                       

 Ministers and senior officials from 52 Asian and Pacific countries meeting 

 under United Nations auspices today pledged to alter current patterns of   

 production, consumption and distribution to promote cleaner,               

 environmentally sustainable growth as they fight to eradicate poverty.     

 “Environmentally sustainable economic growth or ‘Green Growth’ should be   

 promoted as a basis for improving environmental sustainability and         

 attaining the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in the region,” they     

 declared in a Ministerial Declaration on Environment and Development in    

 Asia and the Pacific, 2005, at the end of the two-day meeting in Seoul,    

 Republic of Korea.                                                         

 The MDGs, adopted by the UN Millennium Summit in 2000, seek to slash a     

 host of socio-economic ills, such as extreme poverty, hunger, maternal and 

 infant mortality and lack of access to education and health care, by 2015. 

 “The Seoul Initiative will help us in taking immediate action in           

 implementing the commitments made within the framework of regional         

 cooperation,” UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific   

 (ESCAP) Executive Secretary Kim Hak-Su said.                               

 “The conference has given us several strong messages that we should move   

 away from ‘business as usual’ policies and programmes,” he added of the    

 Regional Implementation Plan for Sustainable Development in Asia and the   

 Pacific (2006-2010) and the Seoul Initiative on Environmentally            

 Sustainable Economic Growth, adopted by the ministers.                     

 “I believe that this conference was an outstanding achievement to promote  

 our efforts towards a synergy between the environment and the economy to   

 not only the Asia-Pacific region but also to the entire world,” said Kwak  

 Kul-Ho, Minister of Environment of the Republic of Korea, host of the      

 meeting.                                                                   

 The Implementation Plan includes numerous activities such as promoting     

 partnerships and economic tools to improve ecological efficiency,          

 mobilizing technical and donor support, reviewing national laws and        

 identifying, assessing, monitoring and building capacity to manage         

 disaster risks.                                                            

 The Seoul Initiative contains three targets: improving environmental       

 sustainability of economic growth, enhancing environmental performance in  

 pollution control and ecosystem management, and promoting the environment  

 as a driver of economic growth and development.                            

 * * *                                                                      

 -------------------------------------                                                              
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

29 March 2005

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Sorry for the delay.  We are expecting a statement by the Secretary-General in response to Mr. Volcker’s second interim report, but it hasn’t quite come down yet, so we’re going to start with our reaction to the earthquake of yesterday, with the following statement attributable to the Spokesman.

**Statement on Indonesia Earthquake
“The Secretary-General was deeply distressed at the news of a powerful earthquake off Sumatra in Indonesia yesterday.  His heart goes out to the families of the many victims of this disaster, as well as to the Government of Indonesia.
“He has sent disaster coordination teams to the area to work with the Government, as well as with non-governmental organizations to help assess the damage while United Nations agencies work with others to help relieve the suffering.
“He pledges the United Nations’ support for the people of Indonesia at this difficult hour, as well as its readiness to help with reconstruction efforts at the appropriate time.”
**Indonesia Earthquake
Since the first earthquake struck Indonesia’s SumatraIsland yesterday, the United Nations has been working to provide assistance to survivors and assess the level of damage.  Inter-agency assessment teams were on the ground within 12 hours of the quake.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has delivered medical supplies and has sent a search-and-rescue team to the hard-hit island of Nias.  WHO will also be deploying health professionals, a water and sanitation expert and a logistician to the island tomorrow.  For its part, the United Nations Refugee Agency’s office in Medan has sent 500 tents to Nias.  The World Food Programme (WFP) is using its helicopters to ferry seriously wounded people from the badly damaged hospital in Nias to a hospital on mainland Sumatra.

Meanwhile, a UNICEF boat today arrived at the quake-stricken island of Simeulue, carrying tents, emergency relief materials, and additional personnel to bolster the agency’s already active presence there.  We have more information on all of these items upstairs.

**Security Council
The Security Council this morning is holding consultations on Liberia, with Jacques Klein, the head of the United Nations Mission in that country, briefing Council members on the Secretary-General’s recent report.

In that report, the Secretary-General cites progress in implementing key elements of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement.  He strongly recommends the deployment of an additional United Nations-formed police unit, to reinforce the United Nations Mission’s capacity to maintain a secure environment during the upcoming electoral period.

This morning, the Council will also consider a report of the Panel of Experts that deals with resolution 1579, concerning sanctions on Liberia.  That report concludes that Liberia is not yet in a position to make a successful application for participation in the Kimberley Process on diamond trading.

This afternoon at 3, the Security Council will hold consultations on Guinea-Bissau, to be briefed on the Secretary-General’s most recent report by his Representative to that country, João Honwana.  The Secretary-General says the country has improved noticeably, but warns that, if poorly prepared and managed, elections could be an additional source of tension and further instability.

Also in the afternoon, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast will brief the Council in its consultations on the report submitted last week by Peter Fitzgerald on the causes, consequences and circumstances of the 14 February bombing that killed former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

Council members are also scheduled to discuss a draft resolution on Sudan, with a possible vote afterward.

**Sudan
The Secretary-General met yesterday afternoon with international non-governmental organizations to discuss the continuing violence in Darfur, Sudan, and to underline the crucial role of non-governmental organizations in the international community’s efforts there.

The Secretary-General stressed as critical the ability of NGOs to operate without restrictions in Darfur and expressed his deep concern about the rising level of threats against relief workers in the province.  He called on all parties to ensure their safety and security.

The participants also discussed the urgent need for further action by the Security Council, and the Secretary-General offered to facilitate a meeting between the Security Council and representatives of NGOs under the so-called Arria formula.  We put out a statement yesterday following the meeting with more details.

**Côte d’Ivoire
The peace process in Côte d’Ivoire has made no significant progress since the Secretary-General’s last report, and continues to suffer from the reverberations of the November 2004 attacks, the Security Council was told yesterday afternoon.  Alan Doss, the Deputy Special Representative in that country, told the Council that the road map drawn up by the African Union for Côte d’Ivoire had remained largely unachieved, that the security environment was volatile and that the economic situation was getting worse everyday.  We put out Doss’s briefing notes yesterday.

**Guinea-Bissau
Speaking of Guinea-Bissau, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, today urged the people of that country to stay united and at peace as they head to presidential elections on 19 June.  “Don’t let Guinea-Bissau fall apart”, he warned.  Ould-Abdallah noted with growing concern that developments in recent weeks have increased political tensions in the country.  We have a press release upstairs with more details.

**Liberia
In Liberia, a first contingent of more than 100 Liberian police trained by the United Nations was deployed on the streets of Monrovia yesterday.  The 123 recruits completed their nine months of training last Saturday, and that included, among other topics, human rights education, riot control and community policing.

The United Nations Mission in Liberia aims to train and equip a new 3,500-strong police force by the end of 2006.  Its immediate target is to deploy 1,800 officers throughout the country by the time presidential and parliamentary elections are held in October.

I should mention that one of the key architects of the programme was the Mission’s former Police Commissioner Mark Kroeker.  He’s now the Civilian Police Adviser with the Department of Peacekeeping Operations here at United Nations Headquarters.

**Cambodia
The pledging conference for United Nations assistance to the Khmer Rouge trials ended yesterday afternoon with nations pledging $38.4 million to the work of the Extraordinary Chambers in Cambodia.  That’s a substantial amount of the $43 million that the United Nations is seeking for its share of the trials’ cost over the three years that the Chambers are to work.

Japan, in particular, pledged $21.6 million, or more than half of what the United Nations expects to pay for the trials’ budget.  The Chambers’ total budget is estimated to be $56.3 million, $13.3 million of which is to come from the Cambodian Government.

The Secretary-General issued a message to yesterday’s conference, saying that “the victims of those horrific crimes have waited too long for justice”.  The pledges send a message, he said, that, however late and however imperfectly, “a measure of justice will be done”.

**Angola
In Angola, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) are supporting the Angolan authorities in their efforts to halt the epidemic caused by the Marburg virus.  So far, 111 people have died in the epidemic, including at least 92 children.  While the outbreak is mainly concentrated in the northern province of Uige, five cases have already been reported in Angola’s capital, Luanda.

The Marburg virus is a rare cause of viral haemorrhagic fever syndrome that belongs to the same family as Ebola.  A far-reaching communication and social mobilisation campaign is underway, aimed at informing the Angolan population about measures to prevent illness.  We have more on this in a press release upstairs.

**Statement on Volcker
And I now have the statement, so let me just say that the Secretary-General this morning received the second interim report of the Independent Inquiry Committee into the United Nations “oil-for-food” programme from its Chairman, Paul Volcker.  The Secretary-General expects to brief you on the panel’s findings at a press conference in this room this afternoon at 2:45.  And in the meantime, I have the following statement to read on his behalf.

“I have this morning received from Mr. Paul Volcker and his colleagues the second interim report of their independent inquiry into allegations concerning the United Nations oil-for-food programme in Iraq.  I thank them once again for their investigation.

“As I had always hoped and firmly believed, the Inquiry has cleared me of any wrongdoing.  On the key issue of the award of the contract to inspect humanitarian goods entering Iraq under the oil-for-food programme, the report states clearly that ‘there is no evidence that the section of Cotecna in 1998 was subject to any affirmative or improper influence of the Secretary-General in the bidding or selection process’.

“I will meet the press later today to make a fuller statement on the findings contained in the report, and to answer questions.”

That’s all I have for you.  Okay.  We’ll wait for Mr. Volcker –- the end of Mr. Volcker’s press conference -- and then the Secretary-General will be down here at 2:45.

Thank you very much.
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� HYPERLINK  \l "_Handelsblatt:_"Grünes_Wachstum" ��"Grünes Wachstum" - Asien-Pazifik-Region räumt Umweltpolitik mehr Raum ein (Handelsblatt)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_Deutsche_Presse_Agentur:" ��Laender der Asien-Pazifik-Region wollen "gruenes Wachstum" foerdern (DPA)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_TravelVideo.tv:__Indian" ��Indian Ocean Spared from Another Tsunami (TravelVideo.tv)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_TravelVideo.tv:Earthquake_Indonesia:_Ob" �� Earthquake Indonesia: Observers are Advising that the Possibility of a Tidal Wave has Receded (TravelVideo.tv)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_Granma_Internacional:_Première" ��Première Donation Cubaine à la Vidéothèque du PNUE (Granma Internacional)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_Keralanext:_Kyoto_Protocol" ��Kyoto Protocol Comes into Force (Keralanext)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "_Der_Spiegel:_Kapital" ��"International Hydrogen Day" weist Wege in die Wasserstoffgesellschaft (Chemie.de)


Kapital gesucht (Der Spiegel)��
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