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Sea 'dead zones' threaten fish 

By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent in Jeju, Korea 


Sea areas starved of oxygen will soon damage fish stocks even more than unsustainable catches, the United Nations believes. 
The UN Environment Programme says excessive nutrients, mainly nitrogen from human activities, are causing these "dead zones" by stimulating huge growths of algae. 

Since the 1960s the number of oxygen-starved areas has doubled every decade, as human nitrogen production has outstripped natural sources. 

Unep made its remarks as it launched its Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2003. 

Human disturbance 
About 75% of the world's fish stocks are already being overexploited, but Unep says the dead zones, which now number nearly 150 worldwide, will probably prove a greater menace. 

Unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly 
Dr Klaus Toepfer 
Unep executive director 

It quotes research by a team of scientists at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science in the US. 

They concluded: "The history and pattern of human disturbance in terrestrial, aquatic, coastal and oceanic ecosystems have brought us to a point at which oxygen depletion is likely to become the keystone impact for the 21st Century, replacing the 20th Century keystone of overfishing." 

Ironically, Unep says, nitrogen is desperately needed in parts of the world, including much of Africa, where the lack of it is reducing farmers' yields. 

Washed away 
The amount of nitrogen used as fertiliser globally is 120 million tonnes a year, more than the 90 million tonnes produced naturally. 

Yet only 20 million tonnes of that is retained in the food we eat, with the rest washed away into rivers and out to sea. 

The burning of fossil fuels in vehicles and power plants, and of forests and grasslands, and the draining of wetlands all contribute more nitrogen to the cycle. 

This leads to the explosive blooms of algae, tiny marine plants, which sink to the seabed and decompose, using up all the oxygen, and suffocating other marine life. 

Unep's executive director, Dr Klaus Toepfer, said: "Humankind is engaged in a gigantic global experiment as a result of the inefficient and often excessive use of fertilisers, the discharge of untreated sewage, and the ever-rising emissions from vehicles and factories. 

"Hundreds of millions of people depend on the marine environment for food, for their livelihoods and for their cultural fulfilment. Unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly." 

Remedies available 
Some of the dead zones are less than a square km in size, while others are up to 70,000 sq km. Examples include Chesapeake Bay in the US, the Baltic and Black Seas and parts of the Adriatic. 

One of the best-known is in the Gulf of Mexico, affected by nutrients washed down the Mississippi river. 

Other zones have appeared off South America, Japan, China, Australia and New Zealand. 

Not all are permanent: some appear annually or only intermittently. 

Unep says reducing nitrogen discharges can restore the seas to health: an agreement by states along the River Rhine has cut the amount of nitrogen entering the North Sea by 37%. 

Other remedies include wasting less fertiliser, cleaning vehicle exhausts, and using forests to soak up excess nitrogen. 

Unep launched its Geo Year Book, highlighting emerging issues, at the meeting here of its governing council from 29 to 31 March. 

Delegations from more than 150 countries are expected to take part. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

ENS

UNEP Aims to Breathe Life-Giving Governance Into Dead Zones 
JEJU, South Korea, March 29, 2004 (ENS) - Dead zones in the world's oceans and seas that are starved for oxygen number some 150 throughout the world, a new report by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) shows. Linked to an excess of nitrogen from agricultural fertilizers, vehicle fumes, factory emissions and wastes, dead zones do not have enough oxygen in the water for fish, oysters and other marine creatures to survive. 

This disturbing information was brought to the attention of the world's environment ministers gathered here for the UNEP Governing Council Meeting and Global Ministerial Environment Forum, which opened today at the International Convention Centre on the southern resort island of Jeju. 

This morning, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer welcomed the ministers to Jeju, a UN recognized biosphere reserve, for a three day gathering that will focus on the environmental dimension of water, sanitation and human settlements. 
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UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer of Germany addresses the opening meeting of the UNEP Governing Council. Seated behind him is Acting President of South Korea Gun Goh (left) and South Korean Environment Minister Kyul-Ho Kwak (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)
"The peace and tranquillity of this place is a reminder that there is beauty and harmony on this planet, our only home," he said, "and that we should fight with all our power to preserve it. 

Toepfer attempted to refocus the attention of the ministers on the foundations of sustainable development "for that is the only true security policy for the future," he said, in these times of "turmoil and conflict." 

The issue of dead zones is raised in UNEP's first "Global Environment Outlook Year Book" which is being issued to government officials attending the Global Ministerial Environment Forum. 

Toepfer said, "Humankind is engaged in a gigantic, global, experiment as a result of the inefficient and often over-use of fertilizers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever rising emissions from vehicles and factories. The nitrogen and phosphorous from these sources are being discharged into rivers and the coastal environment or being deposited from the atmosphere, triggering these alarming and sometimes irreversible effects." 

Some of the earliest recorded dead zones were in places like Chesapeake Bay in the United States, the Baltic Sea, the Kattegat, the Black Sea and the northern Adriatic Sea. Others have been reported in Scandinavian fjords. 

The best known area of depleted oxygen is in the Gulf of Mexico. Its occurrence is directly linked to nutrients or fertilizers brought to the Gulf by the Mississippi River. Others have appeared off South America, China, Japan, southeast Australia and New Zealand. 
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Nutrients flood into the Gulf of Mexico, consuming oxygen needed by marine life. (Photo by Nancy Rabalais courtesy Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium/EPA)
"Some of these so called dead zones or oxygen starved areas are relatively small, less than one square kilometer in size, whereas others are far larger at up to 70,000 square kilometers," Toepfer said. "What is clear is, that unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly." 

Experts claim that the number and size of deoxygenated areas is growing with the total number detected rising every decade since the 1970s. They are warning that these areas are fast becoming major threats to fish stocks and also to the people who depend upon fisheries for food and livelihoods. 

Some solutions suggested in the report are technologies that remove nitrogen compounds from vehicles fumes along with the wider use of alternative energy sources that are not based on burning fossil fuels. 

Better treatment of sewage, both by high tech systems such as water treatment works and low tech systems, such as wetlands and reed bed networks, will not only reduce nutrient discharges to coastal waters, but will help the world meet the water and sanitation aims in the Millennium Development Goals, the UNEP report suggests. 

"Hundreds of millions of people depend on the marine environment for food, for their livelihoods and for their cultural fulfillment." Toepfer said. 

"Reducing the impacts of agriculture, human wastes and air pollution on the oceans and seas will be a key component in helping us to meet the Millennium Development Goals and deliver the World Summit on Sustainable Development's Plan of Implementation in areas ranging from fisheries and biodiversity loss, to sanitation and poverty," he said. 
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Klaus Toepfer and Korean officials ceremonially open the Korean Government sponsored Environmental Technology Exhibition, the Eco-Tech Fair. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)
The discussions will focus on the environmental dimension of water, sanitation and human settlements, an issue that Toepfer says has profound implications for the successful achievement of many of the Millennium Development Goals. 

"Let me single out just one," he said, "the goal to reduce by two-thirds the mortality rate of children under five. In the time that I have been speaking, 20 children have died of diseases caused by lack of safe water. That is 5,000 a day, nearly two million children a year," he said, reminding the delegates that one out of every three people across the world lacks adequate sanitation. 

"They are people like you and me," Toepfer said, "except that, instead of being here in Jeju, they are struggling on a daily basis to keep disease at bay while they try to earn a living and raise their children." 

Anna Tibaijuka, executive director of UN-Habitat, delivering a message from UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, stressed the importance of developing international environmental governance. Universal membership of the Governing Council is desirable, she said, as is strengthening UNEP's scientific base, and implementing an intergovernmental strategic plan for capacity building and technical support. 

On the technical side, the Korean government has organized an Environmental Technology Exhibition, the Eco-Tech Fair, and a promotional workshop on purchasing environmentally friendly products. Companies like Sony are offering environmentally friendly technologies such as a recycling systems at the fair.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Associated Press
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Ocean ‘dead zones’ a rising threat, UN agency warns
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JEJU, South Korea So-called "dead zones," oxygen-starved areas of the world's oceans that are devoid of fish, top the list of emerging environmental challenges, the United Nations Environment Program warned Monday in its global overview.

.

The spreading zones have doubled over the last decade and pose as big a threat to fish stocks as overfishing, the agency said in its Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2003, released at the opening of the agency's eighth summit meeting for the world's environment ministers.

.

The new findings tally nearly 150 dead zones around the globe, double the number in 1990, with some stretching 70,000 square kilometers, or 27,000 square miles, about the size of Ireland.

.

Dead zones have long afflicted the Gulf of Mexico and Chesapeake Bay, but are now spreading to other bodies of water, such as the Baltic Sea, Black Sea, Adriatic Sea, Gulf of Thailand and Yellow Sea, as other regions develop, the UN agency said. They are also appearing off South America, Japan, Australia and New Zealand.

.

The main cause is excess nitrogen run-off from farm fertilizers, sewage and industrial pollutants. The nitrogen triggers blooms of microscopic algae known as phytoplankton. As the algae die and rot, they consume oxygen, thereby suffocating everything from clams and lobsters to oysters and fish.

.

"Human kind is engaged in a gigantic, global experiment as a result of inefficient and often overuse of fertilizers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever-rising emissions from vehicles and factories," Klaus Toepfer, the agency's executive director, said in a statement. "Unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly."

.

Marion Cheatle, the agency's senior environmental affairs officer, said dead zones were especially dangerous to fisheries because they afflict coastal waters where many fish spawn and spend most of their lives before moving to deeper water. "It hasn't been something well-known by policy-makers," Cheatle said. "But it's been getting noticeably worse."

.

The agency urged nations to cooperate in reducing the amount of nitrogen discharged into their coastal waters, in part by cutting back on fertilizer use or planting more forests and grasslands along feeder rivers to soak up the excess nitrogen.

.

The UN Environment Program warned that without a concerted effort to improve access to safe drinking water, a third of the world's population is likely to suffer chronic water shortages within a few decades. About 1.1 billion people lacked access to safe drinking water in 2000, while another 2.4 billion lacked access to basic sanitation, the agency said.

.

The growing frequency of dust and sand storms is another concern, especially storms caused by land degradation and desertification in Mongolia and northern China. Scientists have recently linked similar storms, originating in the Sahara, with damage to coral reefs in the Caribbean, the agency said. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent

'Dead zones' in world's oceans are growing, say alarmed UN scientists
By Michael McCarthy, Environment Editor

30 March 2004

It is as sinister a development as any in the list of things going wrong with the planet. Marine "dead zones" - oxygen-starved areas of the oceans that are devoid of fish - are one of the greatest environmental problems facing the world, UN scientists warned yesterday.

There are nearly 150 dead zones across the globe, they are increasing, and they pose as big a threat to fish stocks as over-fishing, the United Nations Environment Program (Unep) said in its Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2003, released at a meeting of environment ministers in Korea.

These lifeless areas of the sea are caused by an excess of nutrients, mainly nitrogen, that originate from heavy use of agricultural fertilizers, from vehicle and factory emissions and from human wastes. They have doubled in number over the last decade, with some extending over 70,000 square kilometers (27,000 square miles), about the size of Ireland, Unep said.

Dead zones have long afflicted the Gulf of Mexico and Chesapeake Bay off the East Coast of America but they are now spreading to other bodies of water, such as the Baltic Sea, the Black Sea, the Adriatic, the Gulf of Thailand and the Yellow Sea as other regions develop, Unep said. They are also appearing off South America, Japan, Australia and New Zealand.

The nutrient run-off from farm fertilisers, sewage and industrial pollutants triggers blooms of microscopic algae known as phytoplankton. As the algae die and rot, they consume oxygen, suffocating all marine life.

"Humankind is engaged in a gigantic, global experiment as a result of inefficient and often overuse of fertilisers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever-rising emissions from vehicles and factories," said Klaus Toepfer, Unep's executive director.

"The nitrogen and phosphorous from these sources are being discharged into rivers and the coastal environment or being deposited from the atmosphere, triggering these alarming and sometimes irreversible effects. Unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly."

Dead zones are especially dangerous to fisheries because they afflict coastal waters where many fish spawn and spend most of their lives before moving to deeper water, said Marion Cheatle, Unep's senior environmental affairs officer. "It hasn't been something well known by policy-makers," Ms Cheatle said. "But it's been getting noticeably worse."

The economic costs associated with dead zones is unknown, but predicted to be significant on a global scale. Unep is urging nations to co-operate in reducing the amount of nitrogen discharged into their coastal waters, by cutting back on fertiliser use or by planting more forests and grasslands along feeder rivers to soak up the excess nitrogen. 

__________________________________________________________________

Liberation - Pollution. Selon l'ONU, 150 zones côtières n'hébergent quasiment plus ni faune ni flore.
L'azote vide les océans de leur vie 
Par Denis DELBECQ
mardi 30 mars 2004 
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Les océans, symbole de vie ? Pas partout, confirment les Nations unies. A l'occasion du Forum ministériel mondial sur l'environnement, qui s'est ouvert hier à Séoul, le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (Pnue) constate que le nombre de «zones mortes» dans les océans de la planète a doublé en seulement dix ans. Cent cinquante zones côtières, qui s'étendent de moins de 1 km2 à plus de70 000 km2, n'hébergent aujourd'hui quasiment plus de vie.
Le phénomène est apparu dans les années 1960 aux Etats-Unis, dans la baie de Chesapeake, puis dans le golfe du Mexique ; en Baltique, en mer Noire et au nord de l'Adriatique. Les fleuves charrient des quantités massives d'engrais azotés issus de l'agriculture et de nutriments contenus dans les eaux usées. Cet azote aqueux provoque une prolifération du plancton qui pompe l'oxygène de l'eau, privant ainsi la faune et la flore d'oxygène. Aujourd'hui l'Amérique du Sud, le Japon, la Chine, l'Australie et la Nouvelle-Zélande sont touchés. Soulignant les efforts européens pour réduire la pollution du Rhin à l'azote, le directeur exécutif du Pnue, Klaus Toepfer, a appelé hier les Etats à une «réaction d'urgence pour traiter le problème à la source».
Faute de quoi, cette pollution azotée pourrait décimer un peu plus la ressource marine déjà surexploitée. Et mettre en danger les populations dont la survie est conditionnée par la pêche. 

 

Le Nouvel Observateur

Les «zones mortes», une menace grave pour les stocks de poissons --par Hans Greimel-- 
[image: image4.png]



 JEJU, Corée du Sud (AP) -- Les «zones mortes», ces régions des mers et des océans dépourvues d'oxygène et de poissons, apparaissent comme une nouvelle menace écologique majeure, a averti lundi le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE). 
Ces déserts marins ont vu leur étendue doubler au cours de la dernière décennie, et constituent une menace importante sur les stocks de poissons au même titre que la surpêche, souligne le PNUE dans ses Annales de l'avenir de l'environnement mondial 2003. 
La publication de ce rapport coïncide avec la huitième session extraordinaire du Conseil d'administration du PNUE et le Forum ministériel mondial sur l'environnement, qui s'est ouvert lundi à Jeju (Corée du Sud) pour trois jours. 
Les ministres de l'environnement de plus de 150 pays sont réunis pour ce sommet, qui doit se pencher également sur la question des tempêtes de sable, de plus en plus fréquentes, et des risques de pénurie d'eau potable dans les décennies à venir. 
Le nouveau rapport comptabilise près de 150 «zones mortes» dans le monde, soit deux fois plus qu'en 1990, certaines s'étendant sur 70.000 kilomètres carrés, soit la taille de l'Irlande. 
Ces «déserts» affectent depuis longtemps le Golfe du Mexique et la Baie de Chesapeake (côte est des Etats-Unis) et se sont propagés à de nouvelles régions: la mer Baltique, la mer Noire, l'Adriatique, le Golfe de Thaïlande et la mer Jaune. Ils apparaissent également au large de l'Amérique du Sud, du Japon, de l'Australie et de la Nouvelle-Zélande. 
La principale cause du phénomène est une surabondance de nutriments, surtout d'azote, provenant des fertilisants agricoles, de la pollution automobile et industrielle et de déchets, qui provoque le développement de phytoplancton. En se décomposant, ces algues microscopiques consomment de l'oxygène, étouffant coquillages, homards, huîtres et autres poissons. 
«L'utilisation inefficace et souvent excessive de fertilisants, l'évacuation d'eaux usées et les émissions toujours croissantes des automobiles et des usines font de l'humanité le cobaye d'une expérience gigantesque à l'échelle mondiale», prévient Klaus Toepfer, directeur exécutif du PNUE. «L'azote et le phosphore dérivés de ces sources sont déversés dans les rivières et sur le littoral et s'ajoutent aux dépôts provenant de latmosphère, déclenchant ces effets alarmants et parfois irréversibles.» 
«Si des mesures ne sont pas prises pour régler urgemment le problème à la source, celui-ci ne fera que s'intensifier», met-il en garde. 
Les «zones mortes» sont particulièrement dangereuses pour la pêche car elles affectent des eaux côtières où de nombreuses espèces frayent et passent la plus grande partie de leur vie avant de gagner le large, souligne Marion Cheatle, une responsable du PNUE. «C'est un phénomène bien connu des décideurs, mais qui s'aggrave notablement.» 
Le PNUE appelle donc la communauté internationale à coopérer pour réduire la quantité d'azote rejetée dans les eaux côtières, en diminuant le recours aux fertilisants ou en augmentant dans certaines régions la superficie des espaces de forêts et de prairies, qui peuvent absorber l'azote en trop. AP

Courier

Les engrais à l'origine de "zones de la mort" dans les océans
29/03/2004 - 09:29

JEJU (Corée du Sud), 29 mars (AFP) - 
Des "zones de la mort" privées d'oxygène se multiplient au fond des océans et ces cimetières de poissons et de la flore menacent les ressources de centaines de millions de gens, a averti lundi le Programme de l'ONU pour l'environnement (PNUE).
Certains de ces zones sont relativement petites, parfois moins d'un Km2, mais d'autres atteignent les 70.000 Km2, selon un rapport de l'agence présenté à une conférence internationale de trois jours réunissant ministres et spécialistes de 155 pays sur l'île de Jeju.
La pollution, en particulier l'usage excessif d'azote dans les engrais, est responsable de la multiplication de ces zones dont le nombre a doublé depuis 1990 à près de 150 dans le monde.
"A moins d'une réaction d'urgence pour traiter le problème à la source, il risque de s'agraver rapidement", a déclaré le directeur exécutif du PNUE, Klaus Toepfer. Or, "des centaines de millions de gens dépendent de l'environnement marin pour leur nourriture, pour leurs revenus et pour leur culture", a-t-il souligné.
Le poisson représente quelque 17% des protéines animales dans le monde mais les réserves de poisson sont menacées par des pêches excessives au cours des dernières décennies et par l'extension des zones où l'oxygène a disparu.
Le phénomène apparu au début des années 1960 est lié à l'usage excessif d'engrais dans l'agriculture, dont le principal ingrédient est l'azote.
L'azote favorise la croissance des végétaux sur terre mais lorsqu'il est répandu dans les mers par les rivières et sous l'effet des pluies, il provoque la floraison d'algues. Celles-ci se déposent au fond de la mer et se décomposent, y absorbant l'oxygène et étouffant la vie marine.
Les déchets de carburants fossiles et des centrales électriques augmentent aussi la quantité d'azote dans les océans.
La plupart des 160 millions de tonnes d'azote utilisées comme engrais chaque année finissent dans la mer.
La consommation de l'oxygène a pour résultat à terme de tuer les poissons, coquillages et autres formes de la vie marine.
Marion Cheatle, une spécialiste scientifique du PNUE, a ajouté que les zones de la mort servaient le plus souvent de zones de croissance des espèces marines.
"Si elles sont touchées, le renouvellement des réserves de poisson sera également affecté", a-t-elle dit.
Les grandes "zones de la mort" sont situées dans le Golfe du Mexique, la Baie de Chesapeake au large de la cote est des Etats-Unis, la Mer Noire et la Baltique, et certaines parties de l'Adriatique.
D'autres sont apparues au large de l'Amérique du Sud, du Japon, de la Chine, de l'Australie et de la Nouvelle-Zélande. Certaines sont permanentes, d'autres temporaires.
Le PNUE réclame que l'on mette fin au recours massif à l'azote. Cela a été fait en Europe par les pays riverains du Rhin qui ont réussi à réduire de 37% entre 1985 et 2000 la quantité d'azote en Mer du Nord.
_____________________________________________________________________

The Straits Times

Good news: The world is turning greener 

Bad news: The number of known oxygen-starved 'dead zones' in the oceans has doubled to 150 

JEJU (South Korea) - The world seems to have begun to turn greener, in the strictly literal sense, according to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Satellite data show plant growth has been measurably more vigorous over the past 25 years.

The news came in UNEP's first Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2003, which highlighted trends and problems, the BBC reported.

The book was launched at the opening here of UNEP's annual council, attended by about 150 delegations.

Satellite and climate data between 1982 and 1999 showed an 'apparent greening of the biosphere', UNEP said.

'The amount of energy produced by plants through photosynthesis, minus what they use in respiration, increased globally by about 6 per cent during the last two decades of the 20th century,' it added.

Advances in farming and successful conservation programmes around the world may have contributed to the greening trend, according to the organisation.

UNEP said areas in tropical zones and in the high latitudes of the northern hemisphere accounted for 80 per cent of the increased growth.

Changes in monsoon dynamics meant more rainfall in the 1990s and increased vegetation over India, Pakistan and Bangladesh and the Sahel belt of sub-Saharan Africa.

The book also reviewed major developments during the year, identified developing challenges, and gave details of progress on key indicators like greenhouse gas emissions, and threats to animals and plants.

One of the key emerging threats to the health of the planet, it said, was the spread of oxygen-starved 'dead zones' in the oceans, a graveyard for fish and plant life.

Some of the oxygen-deprived zones are relatively small, less than 1 sq km in size. Others are vast, measuring more than 70,000 sq km, AFP reported.

Pollution, particularly the overuse of nitrogen in fertilisers, is responsible for the spread of dead zones, the meeting was told.

This poses a serious problem for hundreds of millions of people who depend on the seas and oceans for their livelihoods, and for many more who rely on fish and seafood to survive.

'What is clear is that unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly,' UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said.

The number of known oxygen-starved areas has doubled since 1990 to nearly 150, according to the UNEP.

The organisation also pointed out that such threats to the environment have multiplied economic losses by five times since the 1970s, to a total of US$629 billion (S$1,069 billion) for the 1990s.

A special feature in the book examined the prospects for reaching international goals on providing more people with water, the BBC said.

Mr Toepfer said: 'Without concerted action, about a third of the world's population is likely to suffer from chronic water shortages within a few decades.'

Much of the three-day meeting, which ends tomorrow, will be given over to the need for water and sanitation.

Other issues include the problem of dust and sand storms caused by the spread of deserts in Mongolia and China, over a quarter of whose land is classed as desert.

Scientists have linked similar storms, originating in the Sahara, with damage to coral reefs in the Caribbean.

Discussions in Jeju will form a basis for deliberations at the 12th meeting of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development in New York next month, AP reported.

IHT

Ocean 'dead zones' a rising threat, UN agency warns
JEJU, South Korea So-called "dead zones," oxygen-starved areas of the world's oceans that are devoid of fish, top the list of emerging environmental challenges, the United Nations Environment Program warned Monday in its global overview.

.

The spreading zones have doubled over the last decade and pose as big a threat to fish stocks as overfishing, the agency said in its Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2003, released at the opening of the agency's eighth summit meeting for the world's environment ministers.

.

The new findings tally nearly 150 dead zones around the globe, double the number in 1990, with some stretching 70,000 square kilometers, or 27,000 square miles, about the size of Ireland.

.

Dead zones have long afflicted the Gulf of Mexico and Chesapeake Bay, but are now spreading to other bodies of water, such as the Baltic Sea, Black Sea, Adriatic Sea, Gulf of Thailand and Yellow Sea, as other regions develop, the UN agency said. They are also appearing off South America, Japan, Australia and New Zealand.

.

The main cause is excess nitrogen run-off from farm fertilizers, sewage and industrial pollutants. The nitrogen triggers blooms of microscopic algae known as phytoplankton. As the algae die and rot, they consume oxygen, thereby suffocating everything from clams and lobsters to oysters and fish.

.

"Human kind is engaged in a gigantic, global experiment as a result of inefficient and often overuse of fertilizers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever-rising emissions from vehicles and factories," Klaus Toepfer, the agency's executive director, said in a statement. "Unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly."

.

Marion Cheatle, the agency's senior environmental affairs officer, said dead zones were especially dangerous to fisheries because they afflict coastal waters where many fish spawn and spend most of their lives before moving to deeper water. "It hasn't been something well-known by policy-makers," Cheatle said. "But it's been getting noticeably worse."

.

The agency urged nations to cooperate in reducing the amount of nitrogen discharged into their coastal waters, in part by cutting back on fertilizer use or planting more forests and grasslands along feeder rivers to soak up the excess nitrogen.

.

The UN Environment Program warned that without a concerted effort to improve access to safe drinking water, a third of the world's population is likely to suffer chronic water shortages within a few decades. About 1.1 billion people lacked access to safe drinking water in 2000, while another 2.4 billion lacked access to basic sanitation, the agency said.

.

The growing frequency of dust and sand storms is another concern, especially storms caused by land degradation and desertification in Mongolia and northern China. Scientists have recently linked similar storms, originating in the Sahara, with damage to coral reefs in the Caribbean, the agency said. 

JEJU, South Korea So-called "dead zones," oxygen-starved areas of the world's oceans that are devoid of fish, top the list of emerging environmental challenges, the United Nations Environment Program warned Monday in its global overview.

.

The spreading zones have doubled over the last decade and pose as big a threat to fish stocks as overfishing, the agency said in its Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2003, released at the opening of the agency's eighth summit meeting for the world's environment ministers.

.

The new findings tally nearly 150 dead zones around the globe, double the number in 1990, with some stretching 70,000 square kilometers, or 27,000 square miles, about the size of Ireland.

.

Dead zones have long afflicted the Gulf of Mexico and Chesapeake Bay, but are now spreading to other bodies of water, such as the Baltic Sea, Black Sea, Adriatic Sea, Gulf of Thailand and Yellow Sea, as other regions develop, the UN agency said. They are also appearing off South America, Japan, Australia and New Zealand.

.

The main cause is excess nitrogen run-off from farm fertilizers, sewage and industrial pollutants. The nitrogen triggers blooms of microscopic algae known as phytoplankton. As the algae die and rot, they consume oxygen, thereby suffocating everything from clams and lobsters to oysters and fish.

.

"Human kind is engaged in a gigantic, global experiment as a result of inefficient and often overuse of fertilizers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever-rising emissions from vehicles and factories," Klaus Toepfer, the agency's executive director, said in a statement. "Unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly."
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Marion Cheatle, the agency's senior environmental affairs officer, said dead zones were especially dangerous to fisheries because they afflict coastal waters where many fish spawn and spend most of their lives before moving to deeper water. "It hasn't been something well-known by policy-makers," Cheatle said. "But it's been getting noticeably worse."
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ABC Online

Sea 'dead zones' threaten planet
Environmental experts in South Korea say the spread of oxygen starved 'dead zones' in oceans are emerging as a threat to the health of the entire planet.

The United Nations environmental program's annual conference has been told that the number of known oxygen starved areas has doubled since 1990 to nearly 150.

Without oxygen, the areas become a graveyard for fish and plant life.

Pollution, particularly the overuse of nitrogen in fertilizers, is blamed for the spread of dead zones, which are now being found off Australia, New Zealand, South America, Japan and China.

Experts say that for the hundreds of millions of people who depend on seas and oceans for their livelihoods or food the problem is acute. 

--AFP
__________________________________________________________________________________________
The News International

 Rapid growth of dead zones in oceans threatens planet

JEJU: The spread of oxygen-starved "dead zones" in the oceans, a graveyard for fish and plant life, is emerging as a threat to the health of the planet, experts said here Monday. For hundreds of millions of people who depend on seas and oceans for their livelihoods, and for many more who rely on a diet of fish and seafood to survive, the problem is acute. Some of the oxygen-deprived zones are relatively small, less than one square kilometre in size. Others are vast, measuring more than 70,000 square kilometres.

Pollution, particularly the overuse of nitrogen in fertilizers, is responsible for the spread of dead zones, environment ministers and experts from more than 100 countries were told. The number of known oxygen-starved areas has doubled since 1990 to nearly 150, according to the UN Environmental Program (UNEP), holding is annual conference here.

"What is clear is that unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said. "Hundreds of millions of people depend on the marine environment for food, for their livelihoods and for their cultural fulfilment." The world at present gets 17 percent of its animal protein from fish, UN figures show.

That supply is now endangered on at least two fronts: overfishing that has depleted stocks in recent decades and now the challenge of widening dead zones. Marion Cheatle, a senior scientist at UNEP’s global environment outlook division of early warning and assessment, said dead zones were in most cases the "nursery grounds" for young marine species. "If they are affected, the replenishment of fish stock will be severly affected as well," Cheatle told AFP. "It is quite an urgent issue now because we know that up to now, there has been a doubling in the number of dead zones recognized over the decade."

The issue was identified as a key emerging problem in the Global Environment Year Book 2003, a health report on the planet released at the start of the UNEP’s three-day conference that concludes Wednesday.

The spread of low-level oxygen zones in seas and oceans, identified as early as in the 1960s, is closely related to the overuse of fertilizers in agriculture, whose main ingredient is nitrogen.

On land, nitrogen boosts plant growth. But when it washes into the sea as rivers and rainwater overrun, it triggers an explosive bloom of algae. When these tiny plants growing on the ocean surface sink to the bottom and decompose, they use up all the oxygen and suffocate other marine life. Fossil fuel waste from motor vehicles and power plants also increases nitrogen content in oceans.

With oxygen depletion, fish, oysters and other marine life eventually die out along with important habitats such as sea grass beds. Relatively large zones are found in the Gulf of Mexico, the Chesapeake Bay off the US East Coast, the Baltic and Black seas, and parts of the Adriatic. Others have appeared off South America, Japan, China, Australia and New Zealand. Some zones are permanent, while other occur annually or intermittently. Most of the 160 million tonnes of nitrogen used as fertilizer annually ends up in the sea.

UNEP said efforts should focus on cutting back on overuse of nitrogen to bring the seas back to life. With a joint accord, European states within the Rhine River basin successfully cut the amount of nitrogen entering the North Sea by 37 per cent between 1985 and 2000, it said. The UNEP advocates planting of more forests and grasslands to soak up excess nitrogen and better sewage treatment. Its conference is the first ever held in Asia with more than 100 ministers and high-level officials attending from 155 countries.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Ocean 'dead zones' double in number since 1990 

HANS GREIMEL 
LARGE swathes of the world’s oceans are becoming "dead zones", polluted stretches of water in which fish cannot survive, the United Nations Environment Programme warned yesterday. 

The UN identified nearly 150 dead zones around the globe last year, double the number in 1990, with some stretching across 27,000 sq miles, about the size of Ireland. Experts believe they now represent as big a threat to the world’s fish stocks as over-fishing. 

Dead zones have long afflicted the Gulf of Mexico and Chesapeake Bay, but are now spreading to other waters, such as the Baltic Sea, Black Sea, Adriatic Sea, Gulf of Thailand and Yellow Sea, UNEP said. 

They are also appearing off South America, Japan, Australia and New Zealand. More areas are expected to be affected as countries develop. 

The main cause is excess nitrogen run-off from farm fertilisers, sewage and industrial pollutants. The nitrogen triggers blooms of microscopic algae known as phytoplankton. As the algae die and rot, they consume oxygen, thereby suffocating everything from clams and lobsters to oysters and fish. 

"Humankind is engaged in a gigantic, global experiment as a result of inefficient and often overuse of fertilisers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever-rising emissions from vehicles and factories," UNEP’s executive director Klaus Toepfer, said in a statement. "Unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly." 

Dead zones are especially dangerous to fisheries because they afflict coastal waters where many fish spawn and spend most of their lives before moving to deeper water, said UNEP’s senior environmental affairs officer,, Marion Cheatle. 

UNEP urged nations to co-operate in reducing the amount of nitrogen discharged into their coastal waters, in part by cutting back on fertiliser use or planting more greenery along feeder rivers. 

The announcement comes as environment ministers from more than 150 nations gathered on the South Korean resort island of Jeju at UNEP’s eighth special session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Scotsman.com

ENVIRONMENT SUMMIT

Environment ministers from around the world gathered in South Korea today to combat impending global water shortages and increasingly frequent dust and sand storms.

Safe water supplies for developing nations and a growing number of oxygen-starved “dead zones” in the world’s seas also feature in the United Nations Environment Programme’s 8th special session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, on the South Korean resort island of Jeju.

During the three-day conference, UNEP plans to release its Global Environment Outlook for 2003, which highlights current environmental concerns and emerging threats.
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mid Day Mumbai

'Dead zones' in oceans threatens Earth
   By: AFP 
   March 30, 2004 
Jeju (South Korea): The spread of oxygen-starved "dead zones" in the oceans, a graveyard for fish and plant life, is emerging as a threat to the health of the planet, experts said here today. 

For hundreds of millions of people who depend on seas and oceans for their livelihoods, and for many more who rely on a diet of fish and seafood to survive, the problem is acute. 

Some of the oxygen-deprived zones are relatively small, less than one square km in size. Others are vast, measuring more than 70,000 square km. 

Pollution, particularly the overuse of nitrogen in fertilizers, is responsible for the spread of dead zones, environment ministers and experts from more than 100 countries were told. 

The number of known oxygen-starved areas has doubled since 1990 to nearly 150, according to the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP), holding is annual conference here. 

"What is clear is that unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said. 

"Hundreds of millions of people depend on the marine environment for food, for their livelihoods and for their cultural fulfilment." 

The world at present gets 17 per cent of its animal protein from fish, UN figures show. 

That supply is now endangered on at least two fronts: overfishing that has depleted stocks in recent decades and now the challenge of widening dead zones.

________________________________________________________________________________________
The Herald

30 March 2004

Pollution creating ‘dead zones’ in oceans, UN warns 
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OCEAN areas starved of oxygen will be the biggest threat to global fish stocks during the twenty-first century, according to United Nations scientists.
Their report, published yesterday, says fertilisers, sewage and industrial pollutants are creating an increasing number of "dead zones", unable to support marine life.
Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme, said: "Human kind is engaged in a gigantic, global, experiment as a result of inefficient and often overuse of fertilisers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever rising emissions from vehicles and factories.
"Unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly."
The new findings record 150 oxygen-starved areas around the world, double the number in 1990. Discharge of nutrients into the sea is blamed for stimulating huge growths of algae. Their rapid growth and decomposition uses up large amounts of oxygen making it difficult for other marine creatures to survive in areas thousands of miles square.
Chesapeake Bay in the US, the Baltic Sea, and the northen Adriatic Sea were among the world's first dead zones.
Others have begun appearing off South America, China and New Zealand and experts believe global warming could exacerbate the effect.
Although almost three quarters of marine stocks are being harvested faster than they can reproduce, the report concludes that oxygen depletion will probably prove a greater threat than overfishing.
"The history and pattern of human disturbance in terrestrial, aquatic, coastal and oceanic ecosystems have brought us to a point where oxygen depletion is likely to become the keystone impact for the twenty-first century, replacing the twentieth century keystone of over-fishing," it says.
The research identifies the West of Scotland as one area where oxygen depletion has been recorded. Sea lochs in particular are prone to seasonal deoxygenation.
A spokesman for Friends of the Earth Scotland, said: "The dead zones referred to by UNEP are important as they highlight the ways in which apparently unconnected issues – such as agriculture and marine fisheries – can, in fact, be directly linked," he said.
"It reinforces the need for the management of all activities that have an influence water quality – from land, rivers, coasts and oceans – to be more effectively integrated than is sometimes the case today."
The UNEP urged nations to co-operate in reducing the amount of nitrogen discharged into their coastal waters, in part by cutting back on fertiliser use.
________________________________________________________________________________________
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U.N. Warns About Ocean 'Dead Zones'
By HANS GREIMEL
The Associated Press
JEJU, South Korea - So-called "dead zones," oxygen-starved areas of the world's oceans that are devoid of fish, top the list of emerging environmental challenges, the United Nations Environment Program warned Monday in its global overview.

The spreading zones have doubled over the last decade and pose as big a threat to fish stocks as overfishing, UNEP said its Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2003, released at the opening of the agency's 8th summit for the world's environment ministers.

The new findings tally nearly 150 dead zones around the globe, double the number in 1990, with some stretching 27,000 square miles.

Dead zones have long afflicted the Gulf of Mexico and Chesapeake Bay, but are now spreading to other bodies of water, such as the Baltic Sea, Black Sea, Adriatic Sea, Gulf of Thailand and Yellow Sea, as other regions develop, UNEP said.

They are also appearing off South America, Japan, Australia and New Zealand.

The main cause is excess nitrogen run-off from farm fertilizers, sewage and industrial pollutants. The nitrogen triggers blooms of microscopic algae known as phytoplankton. As the algae die and rot, they consume oxygen, thereby suffocating everything from clams and lobsters to oysters and fish.

"Human kind is engaged in a gigantic, global, experiment as a result of inefficient and often overuse of fertilizers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever rising emissions from vehicles and factories," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement.

"Unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly," Toepfer said.
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UNEP urged nations to cooperate in reducing the amount of nitrogen discharged into their coastal waters, in part by cutting back on fertilizer use or planting more forests and grasslands along feeder rivers to soak up the excess nitrogen.

The announcement comes as environment ministers from more than 150 nations gathered on the South Korean resort island of Jeju at UNEP's 8th Special Session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum.

Increasingly frequent dust and sand storms and impending global water shortages will also headline the three-day summit.

UNEP warns that without concerted effort to improve access to safe drinking water, a third of the world's population is likely to suffer chronic water shortages within a few decades. About 1.1 billion people lacked access to safe drinking water in 2000, while another 2.4 billion lacked access to basic sanitation, UNEP said.

The growing frequency of dust and sand storms is another concern, especially storms caused by land degradation and desertification in Mongolia and northern China.

Scientists have recently linked similar storms, originating in the Sahara, with damage to coral reefs in the Caribbean, UNEP said.

Discussions in Jeju will form a basis for deliberations at the 12th meeting of the U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development to be held in New York next month.

That meeting will assess progress toward United Nations targets of halving the proportion of people with no access to safe drinking water or basic sanitation by 2015.

______________________________________________________________________
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'Dead zones' threaten planet
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Jeju - The spread of oxygen-starved "dead zones" in the oceans, a graveyard for fish and plant life, is emerging as a threat to the health of the planet, experts said here on Monday. 

For hundreds of millions of people who depend on seas and oceans for their livelihoods, and for many more who rely on a diet of fish and seafood to survive, the problem is acute. 

Some of the oxygen-deprived zones are relatively small, less than one square kilometre in size. Others are vast, measuring more than 70 000 square kilometres. 

Pollution, particularly the overuse of nitrogen in fertilisers, is responsible for the spread of dead zones, environment ministers and experts from more than 100 countries were told. 

The number of known oxygen-starved areas has doubled since 1990 to nearly 150, according to the UN Environmental Programme (Unep), holding its annual conference here. 

"What is clear is that unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly," Unep executive director Klaus Toepfer said. 

Overfishing, widening dead zones
"Hundreds of millions of people depend on the marine environment for food, for their livelihoods and for their cultural fulfilment." 

The world at present gets 17% of its animal protein from fish, UN figures show. 

That supply is now endangered on at least two fronts: overfishing that has depleted stocks in recent decades and now the challenge of widening dead zones. 

Marion Cheatle, a senior scientist at Unep's global environment outlook division of early warning and assessment, said dead zones were in most cases the "nursery grounds" for young marine species. 

"If they are affected, the replenishment of fish stock will be severely affected as well," Cheatle said. 

"It is quite an urgent issue now because we know that up to now, there has been a doubling in the number of dead zones recognised over the decade." 

Key emerging problem
The issue was identified as a key emerging problem in the Global Environment Year Book 2003, a health report on the planet released at the start of the Unep's three-day conference that concludes on Wednesday. 

The spread of low-level oxygen zones in seas and oceans, identified as early as in the 1960s, is closely related to the overuse of fertilisers in agriculture, whose main ingredient is nitrogen. 

On land, nitrogen boosts plant growth. But when it washes into the sea as rivers and rainwater overrun, it triggers an explosive bloom of algae. 

When these tiny plants growing on the ocean surface sink to the bottom and decompose, they use up all the oxygen and suffocate other marine life. 

With oxygen depletion, fish, oysters and other marine life eventually die out along with important habitats such as sea grass beds. 

Unep said efforts should focus on cutting back on overuse of nitrogen to bring the seas back to life. 

___________________________________________________________________________________Mlive.Com

U.N. warns about ocean 'dead zones' 
By HANS GREIMEL 
The Associated Press 
3/29/2004, 8:21 a.m. ET 

JEJU, South Korea (AP) — So-called "dead zones," oxygen-starved areas of the world's oceans that are devoid of fish, top the list of emerging environmental challenges, the United Nations Environment Program warned Monday in its global overview. 

The spreading zones have doubled over the last decade and pose as big a threat to fish stocks as overfishing, UNEP said its Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2003, released at the opening of the agency's 8th summit for the world's environment ministers.
The new findings tally nearly 150 dead zones around the globe, double the number in 1990, with some stretching 27,000 square miles.

Dead zones have long afflicted the Gulf of Mexico and Chesapeake Bay, but are now spreading to other bodies of water, such as the Baltic Sea, Black Sea, Adriatic Sea, Gulf of Thailand and Yellow Sea, as other regions develop, UNEP said.

They are also appearing off South America, Japan, Australia and New Zealand.

The main cause is excess nitrogen run-off from farm fertilizers, sewage and industrial pollutants. The nitrogen triggers blooms of microscopic algae known as phytoplankton. As the algae die and rot, they consume oxygen, thereby suffocating everything from clams and lobsters to oysters and fish.

"Human kind is engaged in a gigantic, global, experiment as a result of inefficient and often overuse of fertilizers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever rising emissions from vehicles and factories," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement.

"Unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly," Toepfer said.

UNEP urged nations to cooperate in reducing the amount of nitrogen discharged into their coastal waters, in part by cutting back on fertilizer use or planting more forests and grasslands along feeder rivers to soak up the excess nitrogen.

The announcement comes as environment ministers from more than 150 nations gathered on the South Korean resort island of Jeju at UNEP's 8th Special Session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum.

Increasingly frequent dust and sand storms and impending global water shortages will also headline the three-day summit.

UNEP warns that without concerted effort to improve access to safe drinking water, a third of the world's population is likely to suffer chronic water shortages within a few decades. About 1.1 billion people lacked access to safe drinking water in 2000, while another 2.4 billion lacked access to basic sanitation, UNEP said.

The growing frequency of dust and sand storms is another concern, especially storms caused by land degradation and desertification in Mongolia and northern China.

Scientists have recently linked similar storms, originating in the Sahara, with damage to coral reefs in the Caribbean, UNEP said.

Discussions in Jeju will form a basis for deliberations at the 12th meeting of the U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development to be held in New York next month.

That meeting will assess progress toward United Nations targets of halving the proportion of people with no access to safe drinking water or basic sanitation by 2015.

________________________________________________________________________________
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Global Methyl Bromide Exemptions Over 13,000 Tons 
MONTREAL, Quebec, Canada, March 29, 2004 (ENS) - Twelve industrialized countries have won "critical use exemptions" to a year end ban on the use of the pesticide and fumigant methyl bromide at an intergovernmental meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. Some 360 participants from 114 countries as well as observer organizations took part in the meeting, which concluded on Friday. 

Methyl bromide damages the stratospheric ozone layer that protects all living things from too much solar radiation. Increased radiation leads to more skin cancers and eye cataracts. It also damages plants and animals, including the plankton that sustains the marine food chain. 

Disagreement arose between the United States, which was seeking a large exemption to the ban for its growers, and the European Union, which was seeking small exemptions for its member states and a rapid phaseout of methyl bromide production and use. 

Compromise was reached by adopting a double-cap concept distinguishing between use and production for critical use exemptions. 
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Presiding over the meeting, Jiri Hlavácek of the Czech Republic (left) confers with Marco Gonzalez, executive secretary of the Ozone Secretariat. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)
This works by setting a cap for new production at 30 percent of the baseline of their 1991 levels. This means that for 2005, Parties must use existing stockpiles if the capped production amount is insufficient for their needs allowed under the critical use exemptions. Precise accounting of existing methyl bromide stockpiles will be central to reducing loopholes in this approach, many Parties said. 

A statement released by the U.S. State Department supported the decision and said it “will allow for the continued viability of important agricultural sectors in many parts of the world, including the United States, while continuing the international effort to minimize and eventually phase out use of this ozone depleting substance as soon as possible.” 

In addition, a working group was established to review the procedures and terms of reference of the Methyl Bromide Technical Options Committee. 

Because methyl bromide contributes to depletion of the ozone layer, countries agreed in 1995 to phase out its use by 2005 in developed countries, and by 2015 in developing countries, provided that technically and economically feasible alternatives could be developed and marketed by that time. 

"The high demand for exemptions to the methyl bromide phaseout shows that governments and the private sector will have to work much harder to speed up the development and spread of ozone friendly replacements," said Klaus Toepfer executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which hosts the Ozone Secretariat that administers the Montreal Protocol. 

Under the agreement reached Friday, 12 developed countries have received exemptions to the phaseout totaling 13,438 metric tons of methyl bromide for 2005. 

The 2001 consumption figure for all 34 developed countries in 2001 was 23,488 tons - for developing countries, it was 18,058. 

The 12 countries are Australia (145 metric tons), Belgium (47), Canada (56), France (407), Greece (186), Italy (2,133), Japan (284), the Netherlands, Portugal (50), Spain (1,059), the United Kingdom (129) and the United States (8,942). 
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California strawberry farmers examine their crop. (Photo courtesy USDA)
The United States, which was granted a critical use exemption roughly twice as large as the total of all the others, said there is still a lack of technically and economically feasible alternatives. 

Alternatives have taken much longer than anticipated to develop, the U.S. State Department said in a statement. 

The critical use exemptions granted the United States will cover: food processing, commodity storage, forest seedlings, orchard seedlings, orchard replant, turf and sod, tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, strawberry, strawberry nurseries, cucurbits, ornamentals, ginger, sweet potatoes and transplant trays used in certain greenhouse production systems. 

U.S. growers of tomatoes, strawberries and peppers particularly have lobbied the U.S. government to get this exemption for them, although the pesticide is used on some 100 U.S. crops and to fumigate storage and transport facilities. 

Strawberry farmers inject methyl bromide gas, along with a companion chemical, chloropicrin, into the soil a few weeks before planting. The chemicals kill fungi and bacteria that can cause plant diseases. And they quell weeds that would otherwise compete with young berry plants for water, sunlight, space, and nutrients. 

The California Strawberry Commission expressed its commitment to alternatives but said that their use is not feasible now, and said the critical use exemption requested by the United States is "too large a cut over too short a period." The commission asked that its exemptions be raised to support a transition to alternative fumigants. 
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Heading the U.S. negotiating team is Claudia McMurray, deputy assistant secretary for environment at the U.S. State Department. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)
The U.S. negotiator Claudia McMurray asked the Methyl Bromide Technical Options Committee (MBTOC) to comment on this request, and the committee responded with support for a more flexible exemption for the strawberry growers. But the Europe Community expressed concern over this response, argued that the original critical use exemption should stand. 

The California Certified Organic Farmers said that financial concerns of individual farmers should not be considered more important than environmental concerns or human health. 

Concerned over the size of critical use exemptions sought by the United States and other countries, the Natural Resources Defense Council asked that Parties protect the integrity of the Montreal Protocol by reducing the use of methyl bromide as alternatives become available, reporting on existing stockpiles, and providing updates of regulatory actions to consider the latest health and safety data on methyl bromide. 

The United States says it will be using an amount of methyl bromide that is 35 percent of its 1991 baseline amount of the chemical. Of that amount, a maximum of 30 percent may be covered by new production. The remaining five percent is expected to come from drawdowns from existing inventory. 

The United States wants a still greater exemption. The State Department says it will continue to pursue in meetings later this year a supplemental 2005 request of two percent of its 1991 baseline use of methyl bromide for several agricultural sectors not included in its initial request. 

But the liberal policies for granting critical use exemptions followed by the Methyl Bromide Technical Options Committee and the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel (TEAP) may soon be tightened. 

At an Informal Consultation on Methyl Bromide convened on March 4 and 5 in Buenos Aires hosted by the government of Argentina and attended by 38 experts from 22 Parties to the Montreal Protocol, concerns were raised that “benefit of the doubt” had been too freely given for critical use exemptions. 

Objections were raised that the technical committee and the assessment panel should not have the ability to "independently change the standard of review during the review without first getting the approval of the Parties," according to the Chairman's Report. 

Opinions were expressed that TEAP went beyond its mandate by recommending policy. Several participants made the point that more methyl bromide was recommended for critical use exemptions than would have been the case in a more precise interpretation of the protocol. 

Still, participants at the informal meeting recognized that it was too late in the growing season to strictly curtail the use of the pesticide without serious economic repercussions, so they agreed to allow the TEAP recommendations stand. 
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A methyl bromide fumigation rig injects the chemical beneath the surface of the soil where it will spread through the air in soil pores to kill nematodes. (Photo courtesy Department of Nematology, UC Davis)
They noted that the large quantities of methyl bromide allowed under critical use exemptions has already caused "significant negative impact in the willingness" of developing country Parties to phase out methyl bromide early. 

At the Montreal meeting, the Parties began a process for working out more detailed procedures and reporting requirements for requesting and granting future exemptions, emphasizing the principles of transparency and fairness. 

This process will seek to more rigorously define the economic factors that can be used to justify an exemption. 

Environmentalists praised the defeat of the U.S. request to increase production, but cautioned that the exemptions will slow the implementation of the treaty. 

They contend the Bush administration is responding to some pesticide, chemical and corporate agribusiness firms that are keen to relax the protocol. 

“This chemical is as dangerous to people on the ground as it is to the ozone layer,” said Alexander von Bismarck, campaign coordinator for the Environmental Investigation Agency. “Yet we have no idea how much is being stockpiled, where it is, or where it is going." 

"Before any more so-called critical exemptions are granted next year, the U.S. government needs to immediately figure out how much U.S. companies have hidden away and to ensure that it is securely distributed," von Bismarck said. 

Parties also pointed out that ensuring a more strict and efficient process for evaluating critical use exemptions would help Parties to the protocol to develop confidence in the overall process for the future. 

Toepfer is encouraging all governments to speed up research on alternatives to safeguard the ozone layer as quickly as possible. "The best way for governments to protect the integrity of the Montreal Protocol - one of the most successful and important international treaties ever adopted - is to send a powerful signal to both producers and users that methyl bromide does not have a future," he said. 

The Sixteenth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol will be held from November 22 to 26, 2004 in Prague, Czech Republic. It will be preceded by an Open-Ended Working Group from July 12 to 16 in Geneva.

__________________________________________________________________________________________Reuters

30 March 2004

Pinprick Attacks on Global Warming Gain Popularity


OSLO, Norway - When Helen and Michael Allen got married in England last year, the wedding bill included an unusual item - about $220 to clean up gases blamed for causing global warming. 

When the Rolling Stones went on tour in Britain last year, they added about 27 cents to the price of each ticket to plant 3,000 trees to soak up the concerts' pollution and show, as they said, that "rock and roll is not a gas." 

One Dutch car rental company adds about one percent to its prices to help plant forests to soak up the vehicles' emissions of carbon dioxide, a nontoxic gas widely blamed for raising global temperatures and wreaking havoc with the climate. 

In pinprick attacks on global warming, some companies and individuals are finding that some consumers are willing to pay to try and curb global warming. 

Some people are even paying to offset everything from commuting to family vacations by measuring how much carbon dioxide is released by the oil, coal and gas they burn. 

"We made Helen's wedding 'carbon neutral' to make the point that climate change is a serious issue," said Helen's father, Phil Cottle. 

He estimated the wedding emitted about 13 tons of carbon dioxide. 

Some scientists say global warming is the biggest long-term threat to life on Earth. Rising temperatures could drive thousands of species to extinction, trigger more frequent floods or droughts and sink low-lying islands by raising sea levels. 

'SMALL ACTIONS CAN ADD UP' 

"Small actions among very many people can add up to significant changes," said Jonathan Shopley, the head of Future Forests, which offsets carbon dioxide by investing in renewable energy schemes or planting trees, mainly in the Third World. 

Trees suck carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and store it as they grow, helping curb global warming widely blamed on carbon dioxide emissions from factories and cars that are blanketing the planet and have surged since the Industrial Revolution. 

Future Forests has planted about 3,700 acres of trees since 1999, from Scotland to Mozambique, to absorb about 103,000 tons of carbon dioxide. In contrast, annual global carbon dioxide emissions are about 26 billion tons. 

Groups like Future Forests, Dutch Business for Climate or Germany's 550ppm, let people calculate personal carbon dioxide emissions and determine how many trees would offset those emissions. 

Increasing numbers of events, from rock concerts to conferences, have aimed at being "carbon neutral." 

The 2002 Johannesburg Earth Summit was the first major U.N. meeting to try to be "carbon neutral," investing in renewable energy and planting trees. But few governments signed up, raising just $300,000 of a $5 million target. 

Some environmental groups worry that schemes for planting trees could actually backfire and extend global pollution. 

"The idea that people can burn fossil fuels and then plant trees to clean up is simply wrong," said Steve Sawyer, climate policy director at Greenpeace, noting car exhausts spew out pollutants other than carbon dioxide. 

"This will keep people digging up oil and coal," he said. The world should instead shift to clean energy, like solar, wind or hydro power, he said. 

U.S. citizens are the biggest carbon dioxide emitters with an annual average of 19.4 tons each. Japanese emit 9.1 tons, while the average Ethiopian accounts for just 100 kg. 

Cottle, a forestry and insurance expert, said travel accounted for 7.7 tons at his daughter's wedding, followed by hotel stays at 4.8 tons under estimates by Future Forests. 

"Luckily, no one came from Australia," he joked. 

KYOTO STALLED 

The Kyoto protocol, a global government plan for limiting emissions of carbon dioxide, was stalled after the United States pulled out in 2001 after President Bush said it was too costly and wrongly excluded developing nations. 

The treaty will now take effect if Russia ratifies it. 

Part of the problem for policy makers is that carbon dioxide does not sound like a threat. An adult's exhalations produces about one kg a day of carbon dioxide. 

The United Nations launched a scheme last year to plant one million trees to help slow deforestation that claims about 23.2 million acres a year. 

Dutch Business for Climate manages 123,600 acres of forest, mainly in tropical countries, and gets businesses to help fund plantings to offset carbon dioxide. 

"More and more organizations are using (carbon offset) as a selling point," said Denis Slieker, head of the group. "At this stage it's a very, small percentage that's being compensated." 

Story by Alister Doyle 

Story Date: 30/3/2004 
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General environment news

Mozambique wants timber firms submit forest plan 

Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - The Mozambican Agriculture Ministry has given all companies granted forestry concessions a period of 180 days to present their forest management plans or face official consequences. Such plans are an essential requirement for logging activities, but many operators have failed to provide it, the ministry said in a statement issued here Monday. It said in theory, the affected companies could have had their concessions nullified, but following discussions at last week's Forestry and Wildlife Forum, the ministry was offering the 180- day moratorium. The ministry said in its efforts to protect "precious hardwoods", there would be a 75 percent reduction in the logging of species classified as "first class" during the 2004 season. It has also decreed that not more than 50 percent of the wood extracted from Mozambican forests would be exported in the form of unprocessed logs, in an attempt to ensure that wood was processed locally.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng036103&dte=29/03/2004
Senegal-Mauritania biodiversity programme opens 4th session 

Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - The fourth annual session of the Senegal-Mauritania biodiversity programme slated for 29-30 March opens here Monday, organisers have confirmed. Senegalese Environment and Sanitation Minister Modou Diagne Fada, arrived here Sunday, will lead the Senegalese delegation during the proceedings. The nature conservation programme was initiated in 2001, and pools the efforts of village communities of the two countries with the assistance of public authorities. Donors' support has also helped to protect the environment and prevent the progress of desertification in the Senegal River valley, the natural border between the two countries.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng036063&dte=29/03/2004
US activists tour South Africa's pollution hotspots 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - Five environmental justice activists from the Unites States are on a tour of pollution hotspots in South Africa, media reports said Monday. Last weekend, the group visited community organisations in Merebank, Umlazi and south Durban in Kwazulu-Natal, where the South Durban Community Environmental Alliance organised a "toxic tour" of the industries in Durban. Durban is home to two of the largest oil refineries in Southern Africa. South Durban has the largest concentration of petrochemical industries in the country and it refines approximately 60 percent of South Africa's petroleum. There are five major industrial belts located in the South Durban Basin - the Valley industrial belt, the Jacobs industrial belt, the Mobeni industrial belt, the Island View industrial belt and the Prospecton industrial belt. The Valley industrial belt, nicknamed occupied by the Engen and Sapref refineries, a Mondi paper mill, an international airport, a sewage treatment plant, a busy south coast freeway, a polluted canal, landfill sites and various mills, processing and manufacturing industries. Hilton Kelley, one of the US activists, said that the extent of pollution in south Durban was evidence of the importance of having a strong regulatory agency.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng036055&dte=29/03/2004
Govt to Phase Out Methyl Bromide

New Vision (Kampala): UGANDA will completely phase out the use of the ozone-depleting substance methyl bromide by 2007. Water, lands and environment minister Col. Kahinda Otafiire told a meeting of the Montreal Protocol on Methyl Bromide that the Government was committed to fostering greater co-operation with other countries to protect the ozone layer. Otafiire called for increased financial and technical assistance to help the poor countries in phasing out ozone depleting substances. He said Uganda would comply with all articles of the protocol agreement.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403290844.html
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP or UN in the News

BBC News, 29 march : Sea 'dead zones' threaten fish (by Alex Kirby)

Sea areas starved of oxygen will soon damage fish stocks even more than unsustainable catches, the United Nations believes. 
The UN Environment Programme says excessive nutrients, mainly nitrogen from human activities, are causing these "dead zones" by stimulating huge growths of algae. 

Launching its Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2003, Unep says oxygen depletion could prove a worse threat than overfishing. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/3577711.stm
Le Figaro,  29 mars : Cent pays en Corée du Sud au chevet de l'environnement

SEOUL (AFP) - L'eau potable, dont sont privés un milliard d'habitants, les "zones mortes" dans les océans, sans oxygène et donc sans vie, les tempêtes de sable qui brûlent l'Asie du Nord: 100 pays se retrouvent lundi en Corée du Sud pour tenter de guérir ces maux de l'environnement. 

"L'eau potable reste la question la plus grave et la plus critique du XXIe siècle", écrit Klaus Toepfer, directeur du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), dans un rapport chargé de préparer la première conférence asiatique de l'agence, de lundi à mercredi sur l'île de Jeju, dans le sud de la Corée. "Un sixième de la population mondiale, soit un milliard de personnes, n'a d'ores et déjà pas accès à l'eau potable, étant ainsi privé du plus élémentaire des besoins humains", souligne-t-il.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040328085936.af81x1e3.html
Libération 29 mars : Le bromure de méthyle a la vie dure

es pays développés ont réussi à faire plier l'un des plus efficaces protocoles internationaux : celui de la protection de l'ozone. Le compromis, adopté vendredi à Montréal par les parties signataires de la convention éponyme, bat en brèche l'interdiction faite aux pays riches d'utiliser du bromure de méthyle après le 1er janvier 2005 (1). Un insecticide connu pour «perforer» la couche d'ozone stratosphérique, bouclier de protection contre les ultraviolets du soleil..(……)

Au Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement, on se veut optimiste. Le directeur exécutif Klaus Toepfer explique : «La meilleure façon pour les gouvernements de respecter l'intégrité du protocole de Montréal ​ l'un des traités internationaux les plus réussis et les plus importants ​ est d'envoyer un signal puissant aussi bien aux producteurs qu'aux utilisateurs que le bromure de méthyle n'a pas d'avenir.» Enfin, presque.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=189942
Environment related news

Le Figaro, 29 mars : Augmentation alarmante des émissions de gaz à effet de serre

SYDNEY (AFP) - Des chercheurs australiens ont fait état lundi d'une augmentation alarmante des émissions de gaz à effet de serre au cours des deux dernières années, dont l'origine est presque totalement imputable à la consommation de combustibles fossiles.

Le CSIRO, agence de recherche scientifique du gouvernement australien, a estimé que 18,7 milliards de tonnes de dioxyde de carbone, gaz à effet de serre considéré comme responsable du réchauffement mondial, avaient été rejetées dans l'atmosphère en 2002 et 17,1 milliards de tonnes l'an dernier. 

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040329054947.zdfwz4od.html
ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

Seminar on wildlife

THE protection of wildlife in the GCC was the focus of a seminar, which opened at Crowne Plaza.

It was held under the patronage of Public Commission for Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife president and Southern Governor Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa. 

The three-day event was organised by the public commission in co-operation with GCC General Secretariat. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Articles.asp?Article=77846&Sn=BNEW
UAE

Al Ain environment festival gets under way

More than 500 students from 18 different schools, government and private institutions took part in a parade to mark the start of the Al Ain Environmental Festival that was inaugurated by Shaikh Sultan bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan, Under-Secretary of the Dewan of the Ruler's Representative in the Eastern Region, Chairman of the Al Ain Economic Development and Tourism Authority. 

The four-day festival is being held under the UAE Seventh National Environment Day theme "Clean Air For A Better Life" which underlines the attention paid by the UAE for studying air quality which is considered as one of the environmental priorities in the country.

The procession, accompanied by the Al Ain Police Band, started from Al Ain Palace Museum and wound through the Industrial Area Street before ending at the Al Ain Sports and Cultural Club. Addressing the event, Mohammed Ahmed Al Bowardi, Board Member and the Managing Director of the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA), expressed his gratitude to, "the President, His Highness Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, for his unrelenting support and encouragement to preserve the distinguished identity of Al Ain with its natural beauty, forts, Aflajs and oases that date back to old times."

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/march/theuae_march715.xml
Jordan

Agricultural development focus of ICARDA/IFAD workshop 

Two international organisations opened a six-day workshop on Sunday to discuss planning and evaluation of agricultural projects in the Kingdom in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture. 

The International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) and the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) are jointly sponsoring the workshop which will focus on setting national priorities for development schemes and evaluating their impact on rural communities. 

The workshop will also discuss how IFAD can help countries that received loans and how these projects are improving the standard of living of poor families in rural regions, according to the ministry. 

Ministry Secretary General Awni Tueimah outlined the ministry's role in developing and employing agricultural resources targeting underprivileged groups, to help farmers manage soil and water resources, combat desertification, employ modern methods and promote rural women's role in achieving sustainable development and increasing food production

http://www.jordantimes.com/mon/homenews/homenews7.htm
Japan awards grant for Aqaba Gulf cleanup 

The Japanese government has awarded a $39,000 grant to the Jordan Royal Ecological Diving Society (JREDS) to be used for cleaning up the Gulf of Aqaba. 

The grant agreement was signed yesterday by JREDS Executive Director Fadi Sharaiha and Ambassador of Japan to Jordan Koichi Obata, according to a statement released by the Japanese embassy. 

Japan is aware of the importance of environmental issues in Jordan. Aqaba encompasses a special economic zone as well as a tourist resort, the statement said. 

However, increasing amounts of trash can be seen in and around the port city and the marine environment in the Gulf of Aqaba is deteriorating because of the garbage, the embassy said. 

It is imperative to save the marine environment by cleaning up the Gulf of Aqaba, but excellent diving skills are necessary for cleanup operation in order to avoid any damage to sea creatures underwater, according to the statement. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/mon/homenews/homenews8.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Prepared by News Services Section





DH/4110
http://www.un.org/News/






29 March 2004



M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan takes strong disciplinary measures after probe reveals security failures in Iraq

*
Panel finds senior officials lax in ensuring UN’s safe return to Iraq

*
Parties receive text of comprehensive UN plan to resolve Cyprus problem

*
UN mission in DR of Congo will fulfil its mandate despite violence – Annan 

*
Details of probe into UN Oil-for-Food programme sent to Security 
Council

*
UN peacekeeping chief tells of major challenges ahead as missions expand


*
Afghanistan: UN official hails Karzai’s announcement of September elections

*
UN’s agriculture arm calls for funds to dissuade Afghan farmers from opium crop
*
UN rapporteurs gravely concerned by reports of ethnic cleansing in Sudan

*
Top UN refugee official issues warning on EU moves on asylum

*
UN refugee agency helps more than 1,000 Rwandans return from Uganda


*
Senior UN development official leaves Tanzania after three-day mission

*
UN agency warns oxygen-starved ‘dead zones’ in seas threaten marine stocks

*
UN health agency seeks to combat dangerous misuse and overuse of medicines


*
Conflict-ridden Somalia conquers polio, starts new vaccination campaign – UNICEF


*
Kosovo: UN officials on hand as reconstruction starts on building destroyed by riots

*
11 countries receive temporary exemption to toxic substance ban, UN agency reports


*
UN labour agency discusses repression in Myanmar, China, Colombia, Venezuela


*
Annan leads UN officials in tributes on death of Peter Ustinov, UNICEF Ambassador

*
A world in poverty cannot be a world at peace, Annan says

* * * *

Iraq

29 March – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today announced a series of disciplinary measures, including calls for the resignation of senior UN officials, following the release of a critical report by a panel that identified institutional and individual failures in assessing the security situation in Baghdad prior to the terrorist attack last August that killed 22 people, including the UN’s top envoy in Iraq.

The official in charge of overall staff security, Security Coordinator Tun Myat, was asked to resign from the United Nations, while Ramiro Lopes da Silva, his proxy on the ground in Iraq, known as the Designated Official, was asked to immediately step down from his current post as an Assistant Secretary-General in the United Nations and return to his senior post in the UN World Food Programme (WFP).

Future assignments for Mr. Lopes da Silva, who also served as the Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, will no longer include any responsibilities for security matters, a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in making the announcements on the disciplinary measures.

The Secretary-General established the Security in Iraq Accountability Panel late last year to carry out an independent probe into the responsibilities of all individuals and UN entities involved in the security of the UN operation in Iraq, which might have prevented or mitigated the effect of the 19 August attack, or diminished the loss of life and injury to UN personnel. The panel focused in particular on the actions or omissions of the UN headquarters in Baghdad and its staff.

The blast destroyed the UN offices at the Canal Hotel, killing 22 people, including Mr. Annan’s top envoy, Sergio Vieira de Mello, and injuring more than 100 others. A second, smaller attack in September prompted the Secretary-General to eventually withdraw all international UN personnel.

The recommendation to return the UN to the country was ultimately made by the Steering Group on Iraq (SGI) – a high-level body composed of senior UN officials and the heads of UN entities operating in Iraq that provided policy advice to the Secretary-General. Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette, who chaired the SGI, tendered her resignation to Mr. Annan after the panel’s findings were made known.

Mr. Annan declined to accept it, spokesman Fred Eckhard said, “taking into account the collective nature of the failures attributable” to the SGI as a whole. A letter addressed to Ms. Fréchette, in her capacity as SGI Chair, and shared with all members of the Steering Group, “expressed the Secretary-General’s disappointment and regret with regard to the failures identified by the panel which are attributable to the SGI,” the spokesman said.

* * *

Iraq

29 March – An independent investigation into responsibility for security failures in the 
lead-up to the deadly bombing of United Nations offices in Iraq last year found senior UN officials in charge of staff safety were lax in carrying out their duties and “blinded” by the belief that the world body would not come under attack despite warnings to the contrary.

Reacting to the panel’s findings today, a spokesman for Secretary-General Kofi Annan announced a series of disciplinary measures, including calls for the resignation of some of the officials, and said in a statement that Mr. Annan “regretted the failures identified by the Panel.”

The Secretary-General also “expressed his determination to take all corrective measures, within his authority, to enhance the safety and security of all UN staff, especially those deployed in dangerous conflict areas,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

In a summary of its findings released today, the Panel noted that no prior security assessment mission was sent to Iraq before the first humanitarian staff returned to Baghdad on 1 May 2003, or before the decision was taken to send staff from Amman, Jordan, to Baghdad by road rather than by air, contrary to UN practices and procedures.

The Panel also concluded that at the executive level at UN Headquarters in New York, the Steering Group on Iraq (SGI), chaired by Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette, lacked “due care and diligence” in the manner in which it dealt with the circumstances of the return to Baghdad. It should have asked some searching questions about the security aspects of the proposed return plan.

Among its other findings, the Panel said:

· No comprehensive, documented review was undertaken of the security requirements at the UN headquarters in Baghdad following the return of UN staff on 1 May;

· The UN Security Coordinator, Tun Myat, the Designated Official, Ramiro Lopes da Silva, and his Security Management Team in Baghdad, “appeared to be blinded by a conviction that UN personnel and installations would not become a target of attack, despite the clear warnings to the contrary;” and

· There was a conflict between information received from UN and from United States military sources as to whether requests were made by senior UN staff in Baghdad to vacate US military personnel and equipment from critical positions around the UN offices at the Canal Hotel before the 19 August attack.

The Panel also found that UN officials did not demonstrate any serious intention to procure and install blast-resistant film for the entire Canal Hotel, which might have prevented many of the injuries suffered from flying glass shards. They “displayed a profound lack of responsibility and ineptitude in the manner they sought to implement the request for installation of the film,” the Panel said. “Their combined response to the issue indicates a lethargy that is bordering on gross negligence.”

Mr. Annan established the Security in Iraq Accountability Panel late last year to carry out an independent probe into the responsibilities of all individuals and UN entities involved in the security of the UN operation in Iraq, which might have prevented or mitigated the effect of the 19 August attack, or diminished the loss of life and injury to UN personnel. The panel focused in particular on the actions or omissions of the UN headquarters in Baghdad and its staff.

The blast destroyed the UN offices, killing 22 people, including Mr. Annan’s top envoy, Sergio Vieira de Mello, and injuring more than 100 others. A second, smaller attack in September prompted the Secretary-General to eventually withdraw all international UN personnel.

The Panel was Chaired by Gerald Walzer, a former Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees; Sinha Basnayake, former Director of the General Legal Division of the UN Office of Legal Affairs; Kevin Carty, Assistant Commissioner of National Police of Ireland; and Stuart Groves, Senior Security Manager and Security Focal Point in the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

* *  *
Cyprus

29 March – Just days ahead of a deadline to finalize a plan to reunify Cyprus before its entry into the European Union, on 1 May, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today handed over to the Greek and Turkish Cypriot leaders a draft of the settlement proposal and urged them to seize the moment to settle the decades-old problem “once and for all.”
Meeting in the Swiss town of Bürgenstock, near Lucerne, the Secretary-General delivered to the two parties, as well as representatives of Turkey and Greece, for study more than 9,000 pages of text containing the Foundation Agreement, constitutions for Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot constituent states, a treaty on matters related to the new state of affairs in Cyprus and other related documents.

“There is a sense of destiny,” he said, adding that he expected them to make a commitment “here and now.”

The text, Mr. Annan said, is the result of “the Herculean efforts of Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders, working intensely and in unison for the reunification of their country.” He added that they pooled their great talent in search of common ends, while respecting each other’s identities.

In asking for the parties’ reaction tomorrow morning, the Secretary-General also called on the leaders to act on a vision of a Cyprus, working for all of the people, with the leadership the people deserve.

The UN team, led by Mr. Annan’s Special Adviser Alvaro de Soto, will evaluate those reactions to finalize a text Wednesday. That text would then be submitted to two separate referenda on 20 April. 

* * *

DR of Congo

29 March – United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan, expressing concern about weekend attacks in the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s (DRC) capital, Kinshasa, called on all parties to “stay the course of national reconciliation leading to fair and free national elections,” his spokesman said today.

The Secretary-General condemned any attempt to disrupt the transitional process to elections and reaffirmed the determination of the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) to carry out the mandate given to it by the Security Council in support of the process.

MONUC, too, strongly condemned the attacks yesterday on the Tshatshi and Kokolo military camps, the Ndolo Air Force camp, the logistics base, the navy river sector and other districts in Kinshasa. 

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Kinshasa “was rocked by 12 hours of fighting” but the assailants were eventually pushed to Ngobila Beach. 

Around 20 suspects were arrested, 17 of whom were paraded for journalists, and another 18 were at large. Police said they were former soldiers of the former Zairean Armed Forces of late President Mobutu Sese Seko and one officer said the group disembarked from boats coming from Brazzaville, the capital of the neighbouring Congo Republic.

Upon being alerted, MONUC said, it stayed in contact with the Congolese political and military authorities, while the Ghanaian and Tunisian patrols of the Neutral Force in town were bolstered. 

MONUC hailed the appointment of an investigating committee to establish the origin of these disturbing incidents, as announced by the Minister of Information. 

“The United Nations Mission in the DRC, having a mandate to support the transition, continues to closely follow the situation and reiterates the need for good management of the process whose ultimate objective is the holding of free and democratic elections in 2005,” it said.

Meanwhile, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, William Lacy Swing, made morale-boosting visits to MONUC staff in Kalemie, Manono, Bujumbura and Lubumbashi.

* * *

Iraq: Oil-for-Food

29 March – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has sent the Security Council a letter detailing the workings of an independent, high-level inquiry into allegations of corruption within the United Nations Oil-for-Food humanitarian operation for Iraq, a UN spokesman said today.

The terms of reference for the panel are designed to promote the maximum degree of transparency and effectiveness, Fred Eckhard said at a press briefing. The panel has yet to be constituted, although last Thursday the spokesman said its members might be named this week.

The Secretary-General said he would inform the members of the Security Council of the composition of the panel “in due course,” Mr. Eckhard added.

Starting in 1996, the Oil-for-Food programme enabled the sanctions-bound Government of Iraq to sell oil for food and humanitarian supplies and served as the sole source of sustenance for 60 per cent of the country’s estimated 27 million people.

All contracts for oil sales were approved by a Security Council panel – the so-called 661 Committee – which also oversaw most contracts for the purchase of relief supplies.

The operation was the UN’s largest-ever in financial terms – purchasing and managing some $46 billion worth of humanitarian assistance, supplies and projects – and achieved progressive improvements in health, education and public infrastructure. Malnutrition rates for children under 5 in the central and southern regions were cut in half, the capacity to undertake major surgeries increased by 40 per cent and more houses were built in 2002 than in 1990.

* * *

Peacekeeping

29 March – With the Security Council set to create or expand its peacekeeping missions “on an almost unprecedented scale,” the United Nations faces considerable political, logistical, recruitment and security challenges, the UN’s most senior peacekeeping official said today.

Jean-Marie Guéhenno, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, made the remarks in his regular report to the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations, a General Assembly body set up to review operations and recommend ways to reform peacekeeping missions.

Mr. Guéhenno told the Committee that UN missions in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Liberia have recently expanded, a mission in Côte d’Ivoire is about to begin and missions are proposed for Burundi, Haiti and Sudan.

“Today we have some 48,000 troops deployed. Before the end of this year, we may be called upon to field 70,000 troops,” Mr. Guéhenno said, pointing out that several of the world’s biggest military forces are already engaged in Iraq and Afghanistan.

He said any new missions should have a clear and precise mandate so that “limited resources” can be allocated across the expanding number of missions.

The head of peacekeeping said reforms in recent years meant the UN was better placed to rapidly provide essential equipment to the field, and making sure troops were appropriately supported with resources.

But he also said that recruitment remains a problem, with particular trouble finding skilled civilian personnel to fill mission jobs.


“We do not have enough to meet current demand, let alone reach the tentative projects of 2,000-plus additional staff we could easily need for forthcoming missions, without compromising our ability to deliver support at Headquarters.”


Mr. Guéhenno said the UN’s ability to gather information and develop intelligence also needs to be enhanced to better protect peacekeeping staff from potential threats.


“We are closely assessing how the security management system can be improved. I would urge Member States to give every consideration to bolstering the UN’s capacity in this fundamental area,” he said.

* *  *
Afghanistan


28 March – The senior United Nations envoy to Afghanistan today hailed an announcement by President Hamid Karzai indicating that elections are now scheduled for September. 


Under an accord reached two years ago in Bonn, Germany, elections were to be held in June, but security and other considerations have caused delays in voter registration, although 1.6 million of the approximately 10 million eligible Afghans have signed up to date. 


Jean Arnault, head of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), told reporters in the capital Kabul that President Karzai’s decision “is going to make everyone’s life a lot easier” because preparations can now be better organized. 


“It is also very important in terms of public information and civic education,” he added. 


The envoy noted that the decision would also boost a meeting of donor countries set to open Thursday in Berlin. “Indeed, coming as it does in the wake of this announcement, the Berlin Conference takes a bit of a different meaning,” he said. 


“In order to have a proper election in September, clearly many things that haven’t happened in the past couple of years must now happen in a very, very short period of time.” 


Disarmament efforts must go hand-in-hand with the electoral process, Mr. Arnault added. “The next few months will have to focus in a very significant way on allowing these elections to take place in a country that will not be fully disarmed but should be well on its way towards disarmament.” 


Attention must also be paid to political freedoms and freedom of the press in the time leading up to September, he said. Noting that there are places throughout Afghanistan where political parties have difficulty operating, he said, “this has to change before a free and fair election can take place.”

* * *

Opium

29 March – The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today appealed for $60 million to help stimulate Afghanistan’s rural economy so that farmers are deterred from turning to opium production for their income.


Three days before an international donors conference on Afghanistan begins in Berlin, the FAO said the country’s opium poppy production is booming and drug cultivation is now spreading into remote areas.


FAO’s Representative in Afghanistan, Serge Verniau, said, “rural poverty and the lack of income are the main reasons why farmers produce opium.” He said it may take more than a decade to set up sustainable, alternative income opportunities.


The $60 million requested by FAO is designed to support projects in Afghanistan’s four main poppy-producing provinces, and includes funds for crop production, irrigation, animal health, plant protection and nutrition education.


Mr. Verniau said Afghanistan could become an exporter of such products as nuts and raisins, but the country needs to have the right conditions so that farmers can produce.


Near the southern city of Kandahar, for example, years of drought have silted up the main reservoir, reducing water availability for farmers and hurting the once fertile local orchards.


Years of war, poor weather and instability have left many Afghan farmers desperately poor, despite the record crop harvest in the country last year. Mr. Verniau estimated 85 per cent of Afghans depend on agriculture for their survival.
* *  *

Sudan

29 March – Eight United Nations human rights fact-finding experts have issued a statement saying they are “gravely concerned” by the reports of ethnic cleansing and widespread human rights abuses occurring in the Darfur region of western Sudan.


The experts, mostly rapporteurs who have been charged by the UN with monitoring issues such as torture, extrajudicial executions and the right to food, said in a statement released Friday that they have informed the Sudanese Government about their concerns.


In just over a year, more than 110,000 Sudanese have fled across the border into neighbouring Chad and another 750,000 have become internally displaced within Sudan as a result of conflict in Darfur between the national Government, allied militias and rebel groups.


In their statement, the experts said they were alarmed after the UN coordinator in Sudan, Mukesh Kapila, told the media that an ethnic cleansing campaign was taking place that was comparable in character, if not scale, to the Rwanda genocide of 1994.


The experts pointed to reports that militias such as the Janjaweed, the Muraheleen and the Popular Defence Forces, encouraged by the Sudanese Government, are trying to forcibly remove the non-Arab segment of the local population. These reports say the victims are mainly from the Fur ethnic communities of the Masalit, Dajo, Tunjur, Tama and Zaghawas.


According to recent reports, scores of civilians have been killed, children abducted, women and girls raped, dozens of villages burnt and looted and livestock destroyed by the militias, while fleeing refugees and internally displaced people have been attacked.


The experts called on all parties in the Darfur conflict to treat civilians according to international humanitarian and human rights law, and stressed the importance of identifying the perpetrators of human rights abuses.


The experts are: the Special Rapporteur on torture, Theo van Boven; the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, Yakin Ertürk; the Special Rapporteur on racism, Doudou Diène; the Special Rapporteur on the right to health, Paul Hunt; the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Asma Jahangir; the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, Juan Miguel Petit; the Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Jean Ziegler; and the Secretary-General’s representative on internally displaced persons, Francis Deng.

* * *

European asylum

29 March – On the eve of a meeting between European Union (EU) ministers about harmonizing their asylum laws, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) warned today that two draft EU directives on asylum could force genuine refugees back to their home countries and therefore possible persecution.

Ruud Lubbers issued his warning in a statement, saying the number of asylum-seekers entering the EU is falling and “there is no need to focus so single-mindedly on reducing standards and trying to deter or deny protection to as many people as possible.” 

Mr. Lubbers is alarmed by the draft qualification directive, which defines who is a refugee and qualifies for protection, and the draft asylum procedures directive, which determines how that decision is reached in individual cases.

He said that if the draft directives become law, they could have a knock-on effect around the world, with other countries becoming willing to water down their protection of refugees.


The High Commissioner said many existing EU members seemed to want to force their most controversial measures on to the 10 States that will join the EU on 1 May.


“In some cases, these practices [outlined in the draft directives] have not even been passed into their own national legislation, or are under domestic legal challenge, yet they are pushing them at the EU level,” he said.


Mr. Lubbers said the net effect of the proposed measures would be that many genuine refugees were more likely to be forced back to their homelands, where they faced the risk of persecution.

* * *

Fish Stocks

29 March – Nearly 150 oxygen-starved “dead zones” in the world’s oceans and seas, linked to an excess of nutrients, mainly nitrogen, from synthetic agricultural fertilizers, vehicle and factory emissions and wastes, threaten the survival of marine animals and plants, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says in a new report.

UNEP’s first Global Environment Outlook (GEO) Year Book 2003 says, “The emergence of areas of artificially low oxygen levels can be closely correlated with the use of synthetic fertilizers in agriculture. Nitrogen is a main ingredient of these fertilizers.”

The Year Book will be launched at this week’s Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GMEF) meeting in Jeju, Republic of Korea.

Human beings are conducting a gigantic, global experiment because of the inefficient and often excessive use of fertilizers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever-increasing emissions from vehicles and factories, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer says.

“The nitrogen and phosphorus from these sources are being discharged into rivers and the coastal environment, or being deposited from the atmosphere, triggering these alarming and sometimes irreversible effects,” he says.

“Some of these so-called dead zones, or oxygen-starved areas, are relatively small, less than one square kilometre in size, whereas others are far larger at up to 70,000 square kilometres. What is clear is that unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly.”

The fertilizers trigger blooms of tiny marine organisms called phytoplankton, whose rapid growth and decomposition use up oxygen in seawater, the report says.

“Sometimes, the effects are mild. But sometimes they can be dramatic, with fish fleeing the ‘suffocating waters’ and creatures, like clams, lobsters, oysters, snails and other slow-moving, bottom-living creatures, dying en masse,” Mr. Toepfer says.

Dead zones have been found in Chesapeake Bay in the United States, the Baltic Sea, the Kattegat Strait between Sweden and Denmark, the Scandinavian fjords, the Black Sea and the northern Adriatic Sea.

As already flagged in 2000, the best-known area of depleted oxygen is in the Gulf of Mexico, caused by nutrients or fertilizers from the Mississippi River. Other zones have appeared off South America, China, Japan, southeast Australia and New Zealand.


More oxygen-starved areas may emerge in coastal waters off parts of Asia, Latin America and Africa as industrialization and more intensive agriculture increase the discharge of nutrients, UNEP says.

* * *

Kigali

29 March – More than 1,100 Rwandan refugees have now returned home from Uganda – many for the first time in over a decade – since a repatriation programme run by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) started in January.


In the most recent convoy, some 228 refugees left a camp in Uganda’s southwest this morning and travelled by truck to the Rwandan border. About half of the group, the first of three convoys scheduled for this week, were children.

 UNHCR said the refugees were visibly happy to have returned to their homeland, and some of the children were physically stepping foot inside Rwanda for the first time in their lives.


The Rwandan Government has set up a transit camp at Byumba, about 25 kilometres from the border with Uganda, to process the returnees promptly. Families arriving at the camp can receive a package that includes a kitchen set, plastic sheeting, blankets, jerry cans and soap.


In mid-2003 UNHCR estimated there were about 60,000 Rwandan refugees remaining in the region, most having fled their homeland in the wake of the country’s 1994 genocide. It expects to help about two-thirds of that group return this year. About 18,000 people were thought to live inside Uganda and so far 3,000 have registered to return home with the assistance of the UNHCR.

* * *

Tanzania

29 March – The head of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) leaves Tanzania today after completing a three-day mission to the east African country.

Before departing, Mark Malloch Brown, the UNDP’s Administrator, joined Tanzania’s Prime Minister Frederick Sumaye earlier today in the capital of Dar es Salaam for the launch of the country’s parliamentary online information system.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters that Mr. Malloch Brown also delivered a speech about enhancing parliamentary accountability, deepening democratic governance and achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

During his visit Mr. Malloch Brown participated in a MDG forum, held talks with government officials and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), took part in a regional meeting of UNDP representatives and inaugurated a UN office on the Tanzanian island of Zanzibar.

* *  *

Fish Stocks

29 March – Nearly 150 oxygen-starved “dead zones” in the world’s oceans and seas, linked to an excess of nutrients, mainly nitrogen, from synthetic agricultural fertilizers, vehicle and factory emissions and wastes, threaten the survival of marine animals and plants, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says in a new report.

UNEP’s first Global Environment Outlook (GEO) Year Book 2003 says, “The emergence of areas of artificially low oxygen levels can be closely correlated with the use of synthetic fertilizers in agriculture. Nitrogen is a main ingredient of these fertilizers.”

The Year Book will be launched at this week’s Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GMEF) meeting in Jeju, Republic of Korea.

Human beings are conducting a gigantic, global experiment because of the inefficient and often excessive use of fertilizers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever-increasing emissions from vehicles and factories, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer says.

“The nitrogen and phosphorus from these sources are being discharged into rivers and the coastal environment, or being deposited from the atmosphere, triggering these alarming and sometimes irreversible effects,” he says.

“Some of these so-called dead zones, or oxygen-starved areas, are relatively small, less than one square kilometre in size, whereas others are far larger at up to 70,000 square kilometres. What is clear is that unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly.”

The fertilizers trigger blooms of tiny marine organisms called phytoplankton, whose rapid growth and decomposition use up oxygen in seawater, the report says.

“Sometimes, the effects are mild. But sometimes they can be dramatic, with fish fleeing the ‘suffocating waters’ and creatures, like clams, lobsters, oysters, snails and other slow-moving, bottom-living creatures, dying en masse,” Mr. Toepfer says.

Dead zones have been found in Chesapeake Bay in the United States, the Baltic Sea, the Kattegat Strait between Sweden and Denmark, the Scandinavian fjords, the Black Sea and the northern Adriatic Sea.

As already flagged in 2000, the best-known area of depleted oxygen is in the Gulf of Mexico, caused by nutrients or fertilizers from the Mississippi River. Other zones have appeared off South America, China, Japan, southeast Australia and New Zealand.

More oxygen-starved areas may emerge in coastal waters off parts of Asia, Latin America and Africa as industrialization and more intensive agriculture increase the discharge of nutrients, UNEP says.
* *  *
Medicine

29 March – With misuse and overuse accounting for almost half the total global use of medicines with potential severe consequences such as drug resistance and even death, the United Nations health agency today called for multilateral partnerships to set up advocacy and education programmes especially in developing countries.

“Most people see a lack of access to medicines as the main problem,” the interim Director of Essential Drugs and Medicines Policy at the UN World Health Organization (WHO), Hans Hogerzeil, said in a news release on the eve of a global meeting in Chiang Mai, Thailand. “Unfortunately, the irrational use of available medicines is also a major threat to health and leads to considerable waste.”

Irrational use of medicines includes over-treatment of a mild illness, inadequate treatment of a serious illness, misuse of anti-infective drugs, over-use of injections, self-medication of prescription drugs and premature interruption of treatment. Several country figures show that such practices are frequent, and not exclusively in developing countries.

At the Chiang Mai meeting opening tomorrow WHO and donor governments, foundations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) will spend four days looking at ways to improve use of medicines in developing countries.

Almost half of all medicines globally are used irrationally, with such potential consequences as adverse drug reactions, drug resistance, protracted illness and death. In addition, financial cost incurred by individuals and governments due to irrational use is often extremely high, particularly in developing countries.

“Misuse of antibiotics, overuse of injections, and under-use of life-extending drugs for illnesses such as HIV/AIDS, heart disease, and other chronic illnesses together constitute a global epidemic of irrational use of medicines,” said Jonathan Quick, incoming president of Management Sciences for Health, a meeting co-sponsor. “This epidemic results in untold needless suffering and costs millions of lives each year.”

According to figures gathered by surveys presented to WHO, in 2000 about 60 per cent of antibiotics in Nigeria were prescribed unnecessarily. In Nepal, more than half of antibiotics prescribed in 1996 were not needed and 40 per cent of medicine expenditures in the same year was wasted due to inappropriate prescriptions.

Overuse of most medicines contributes to drug resistance. For example, overuse of chloroquine, the traditional remedy for malaria, has led to resistance which has been recorded in over 80 countries. Resistance to penicillin, used to treat gonorrhoea, is present in as many as 98 per cent of patients in certain regions.

Irrational use of drugs due to inappropriate prescription can also lead to adverse drug events causing illness or death. In the United Sates, adverse drug events represent one of the six leading causes of death.

* * *

Polio Somalia

29 March – Despite the absence of a central government, Somalia has managed to conquer polio, reporting its last case in 2002 and organizing a major new immunization campaign starting today, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said. 

Tens of thousands of vaccinators started out on a three-day trek to find and vaccinate every child younger than 5 on the first 2004 National Immunization Day (NID). 

“If polio can be stopped in Somalia, it can be stopped anywhere. This success is a testament to the will of the Somali people and the effectiveness of strategies in place to stop the virus,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said. 

“If the remaining six endemic countries employ these strategies with equal determination, the world’s children will be finally free of this crippling disease.”

The six countries are Afghanistan, Egypt, India, Niger, Nigeria and Pakistan, UNICEF said.

In the previous eight years of campaigns, the vaccinators have reached 90 per cent of Somali children, even though the infrastructure was devastated after years of civil conflict and although vaccinators sometimes have had to be guarded on their journeys by militias. 

“There is no question of resistance to immunization in Somalia. Somalis are determined to immunize their children, despite the huge challenges they face,” said UNICEF’s Representative in Somalia, Jesper Morch.

Despite the victory in Somalia, the global eradication campaign has been threatened by the suspension of immunization activities in Kano State, Nigeria, due to resistance by some local Islamic groups, allowing the virus to re-infect eight neighbouring and formerly polio-free countries in west and central Africa, UNICEF said.

* * *

Kosovo


28 March – Senior officials from the United Nations and Kosovo today witnessed the start of reconstruction on a building damaged by recent deadly ethnic clashes in the province. 


Francesco Bastagli of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) and Kosovo’s Prime Minister, Bajram Rexhepi, were on hand as work commenced on cleaning up the YU-building in Ulpiana. Prime Minister Rexhepi said that he hoped the renovation would be completed in 10 days. 


“This is a good beginning, but much more needs to be done,” Mr. Bastagli said, stressing that the affected communities should be involved in the building’s reconstruction. 


Besides repairing material damages, confidence and trust between the Serb and Albanian communities have to be rebuilt, he added. 


In another development, UNMIK today reported that the dead body of a male child had been found washed on the side of a riverbank in the Lipjan area of Pristina. 


The Mission said no foul play is suspected, but the Pristina Regional Serious Crimes Squad is investigating the case. 


Police linked the body with that of a Kosovo Albanian child reported missing since 27 February, according to UNMIK. 

* * *

Ozone Layer


28 March – An intergovernmental meeting on the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer has granted limited “critical use exemptions” to 11 developed countries facing a year-end deadline for phasing out the toxic pesticide methyl bromide. 


The exemptions are intended to give farmers, fumigators and other users of methyl bromide some additional time to adopt cost-effective substitutes for this ozone-destroying substance, which is used to eliminate pests in such crops as tomatoes, strawberries, melons, peppers, cucumbers and flowers. 


At the meeting, which wrapped up Friday in Montreal, Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, Greece, Italy, Japan, Portugal, Spain, the United Kingdom and the United States were granted exemptions. 


“The high demand for exemptions to the methyl bromide phase-out shows that Governments and the private sector will have to work much harder to speed up the development and spread of ozone-friendly replacements,” said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. 


“The best way for Governments to protect the integrity of the Montreal Protocol - one of the most successful and important international treaties ever adopted - is to send a powerful signal to both producers and users that methyl bromide does not have a future,” he said. 


Like chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), which were almost entirely phased out by developed countries in 1996, methyl bromide damages the stratospheric ozone layer that protects all living things from too much solar radiation. Increased radiation leads to more skin cancers and eye cataracts while damaging plants and animals, including the plankton that sustains the marine food chain. 


Under the Montreal Protocol, developed countries have agreed to reduce methyl bromide by 25 per cent by 1999 (compared to 1991 levels), 50 per cent by 2001, 70 per cent by 2003 and 100 per cent by 1 January 2005. For developing countries (which have contributed much less to the problem of ozone depletion), the schedule started with a 2002 freeze (at average 1995-98 levels) and continues with reductions reaching 100 per cent by 2015.

* * *
ILO

29 March – The United Nations labour agency has called on the Government of Myanmar to release three people who were convicted for high treason for contacts with the agency’s representatives. 

The 289th session of the International Labour Organization’s (ILO) Governing Body, ending last Thursday, also strengthened anti-terrorist security measures by adopting new identification procedures for more than a million seafarers. 

In Myanmar, two of the three prisoners in Yangon’s Insein Prison, identified as Min Kyi, also known as Nai Min Kyi, and Aye Myint, alias Myint Aye Maung, were interviewed for about two hours each by ILO representative ad interim Richard Horsey and ILO Facilitator Lèon de Riedmatten. 

The prisoners said they had been beaten and deprived of food, water and sleep during several days of interrogation by military intelligence, ILO said. Its representatives “consider they have been condemned on unsound grounds and thus should be released.” 

The ILO team asked for a meeting with a third prisoner, Shwe Mahn, alias Zaya Oo, and was told that the request would go to the appropriate government minister.

The Governing Body examined its projected joint Plan of Action against the use of forced labour , which has been suspended since the end of May but has been approved by Myanmar’s opposition leader, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

The ILO Committee on Freedom of Association said Myanmar’s legal basis for freedom of association was absent and workers were alleged to suffer repression for any trade union activity or any complaint about a labour grievance.

The Committee noted last week that its call for a review of the cases and the release of workers’ leaders in China had not been acted on.

The number of labour union activists reported killed in Colombia in 2003 now totalled 70, it said, urging the government to punish all those responsible.

In Venezuela, 19,000 workers had been dismissed for trade union activities and one member of the Federation of Construction Workers had been murdered. The ILO Committee called on the government to institute an independent investigation into allegations of detention and torture. 

With regard to the new identification document allowing 1.2 million seafaring workers to go ashore in ports where their vessels berth, ILO said the workers’ governments must make sure the documents are “designed in a simple manner, be made of durable material, with special regard to conditions at sea and be machine-readable.” 

The document materials used should prevent tampering and falsification, as far as possible, and enable easy detection of alterations, it said.

* *  *

Peter Ustinov

29 March – Secretary-General Kofi Annan led United Nations officials in paying tribute today after the death of actor Peter Ustinov, who served as a Goodwill Ambassador for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) for more than 30 years speaking out on behalf of millions of boys and girls around the world.

“The children of the world have lost a true friend in Sir Peter Ustinov,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said. “Sir Peter had a magical way with children and an inimitable way of making their problems matter to people all over the world.

“He was one of UNICEF’s most effective and beloved partners, a man who exemplified the idea that one person can make a world of difference,” she added.

A statement issued by a spokesman for Secretary-General Kofi Annan remembered Mr. Ustinov’s “exceptional wit, intelligence and creativity,” which “were fully matched by his compassion, conscience and character.

“Not only did his talents bring joy to millions of people, he served UNICEF with dedication and distinction for more than three decades to bring attention to the needs of children everywhere,” the statement said.

“The Secretary-General extends his condolences to Sir Peter’s wife and family, and joins his admirers around the world in giving thanks for the life of this incurable optimist, remarkable world citizen and steadfast friend of the United Nations,” it added.

Mr. Ustinov, 82, was appointed a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador in 1968 and travelled to such places as China, Russia, Myanmar, Cambodia, Kenya, Egypt and Thailand, lobbying governments to recognize the rights of children and raising hundreds of millions of dollars for UNICEF’s programmes to ensure that all youngsters survive and thrive through adolescence.

Mr. Ustinov hosted scores of international television specials and benefit concerts for UNICEF, blending entertainment and education to bring global attention to issues facing the world’s children.

“Sir Peter never lost his belief that the world could change, and that even children living in the most heartbreaking conditions could see a better future,” Ms. Bellamy said. “We will miss him terribly, but will keep his memory alive the best way we know – by emulating his unwavering commitment to give children everywhere the life they deserve.”

* * *

Annan Diabré
29 March – Business enterprises in developed countries can be agents of change, linking with small business owners in developing countries, advising them and giving them technical support, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

In a speech to the Third European Forum for Sustainable Development and Responsible Business (FEDERE 2004) in Paris, delivered by UN Development Programme (UNDP) Associate Administrator Zéphirin Diabré, Mr. Annan said, “Governments certainly have the premier role in implementing (partnership) agreements and creating the conditions necessary for sustainable development that benefits the greatest number.

“But the private sector and businesses also have an important role to play. That’s why I have tried for many years to associate the private sector with the search for solutions to the problems of our time and to encourage business to show civic responsibility.”

In this regard, he launched the Global Compact in 1999 to gather the world of business, the world of labour, civil society and UN agencies around nine universal principles on human rights, work norms and environmental protection. He was happy to underline that more than 1,000 businesses, many of them French, now take part in the initiative.

In June 2003, he created a commission on sustainable development for the private sector, which has as its goal stimulating the spirit of enterprise and creativity in developing countries to accelerate sustainable development and reduce poverty.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

** Report of the Security in Iraq Accountability Panel
With me here at the table is Gerald Walzer, the Chair of the Security in Iraq Accountability Panel.  The Panel, as you know submitted its report to the Secretary-General on 3 March 2004 regarding the circumstances preceding the bombing of the UN Headquarters in Baghdad on 19 August.  And I will have an extensive summary of Mr. Walzer’s report to read out to you as well as the Secretary-General’s decisions in reaction to that report.  And as I told you, I’ll first do the regular briefing, to give you time, if you need it, to read the embargoed copies of the executive summary, which is over 30 pages long.
We’ll start then with Cyprus.
**Cyprus
Earlier today in Bürgenstock, Switzerland, the Secretary-General handed over to the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders a draft of the proposed Comprehensive Settlement of the Cyprus problem. Also receiving the plan today were the representatives of the so-called ‘motherlands,’ Turkey and Greece.
Just prior to handing over more than 9,000 pages of text, the Secretary-General said that he expected them to make a commitment here and now. “There is a sense of destiny,” he said.
The text is the result of “the Herculean efforts of Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders”, he went on, “working intensely and in unison for the reunification of their country.” He added that they pooled their great talent in search of common ends, while respecting each other’s identities.
The Secretary-General called on the leaders to act on a vision of a Cyprus, working for all of the people, with the leadership the people deserve.
The draft is now being studied by the parties. The Secretary-General expects them to react tomorrow morning.
The UN team, led by his Special Advisor Alvaro de Soto, will evaluate these reactions to finalize a text on Wednesday.  That text would then be submitted to two separate referenda on 20 April.
**DRC Statement to Come
We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding the Democratic Republic of the Congo:
“The Secretary-General is deeply concerned by the attacks and incidents of violence in Kinshasa yesterday.  He strongly condemns any attempt to disrupt the transitional process and calls on all parties to stay the course of national reconciliation leading to fair and free national elections and the earliest implementation of the Global and All-Inclusive Agreement.  The Secretary-General reaffirms the determination of UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) to carry out its mandate authorized by the Security Council in support of the transitional process.”
**Afghanistan
The head of the UN Mission in Afghanistan welcomed President Hamid Karzai’s announcement yesterday that elections in Afghanistan, previously expected for June, would take place this September. “That decision,” said Special Representative Jean Arnault, “is going to make everyone’s life a lot easier.”
Arnault added that, in order to have a proper election in September, many things must now happen in a very short period of time, including disarmament work and progress in terms of political freedoms as well as press freedom.
Arnault will also travel to Berlin this week to attend the international conference on Afghanistan that will begin there on Wednesday.  We have more details in the press briefing notes from Kabul upstairs.
**Security Council
The Security Council has scheduled consultations at 3:00 p.m. on Liberia.
Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno is expected to brief Council members on the latest progress report on the UN mission in Liberia.
In that report, the Secretary-General noted significant progress made in the disarmament, demobilization, reintegration and repatriation programme in the past three months as well as in other areas. He says, however, that much remains to be done to ensure that the path towards peace, stabilization and reconciliation becomes irreversible.
He draws attention to the humanitarian crisis in Liberia, which requires immediate attention.
**Iraq Letter
The Secretary-General sent the Security Council a letter on Friday evening which details the organization and terms of reference of an independent, high-level inquiry concerning reports that have called into question the administration and management of the Oil-for-Food Programme for Iraq.
He said that the terms of reference are designed to promote the maximum degree of transparency and effectiveness. He added that he shall inform the members of the Security Council of the composition of the panel in due course.
**Special Committee on Peacekeeping
The Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations, also known as the C-34, held its opening session this morning. 
The Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, spoke of the surge in demand for peacekeeping and he noted the political, material, financial and human challenges to be met in the months ahead in order to meet those demands.
He spoke of the work being done to strengthen the overall design and planning of missions, to find specialized police and civilian personnel, and to improve safety and security of personnel in the field.
He also described steps taken in the past year to work more effectively with regional organizations, as well as with humanitarian and development partners.
In closing, Mr. Guéhenno said that UN peacekeeping remains a uniquely powerful expression of the vision of international solidarity for peace enshrined in the Charter more than 50 years ago.
**Sudan
Eight UN human rights rapporteurs have issued a joint statement expressing their grave concern about reported widespread abuses in Darfur, Sudan.
They urge all parties in the conflict to respect civilian populations in accordance with international humanitarian and human rights law. They flag the “absolute necessity” of identifying the perpetrators and ensuring that they are held accountable in conformity with international standards.
**European Union Asylum
Ruud Lubbers, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, has raised concerns about two draft directives on asylum in the European Union.
The points of contention deal with who qualifies as a refugee and how that decision is reached.
Lubbers said if adopted, the directives could lead to a contravention of international law, an erosion of the global asylum system, and jeopardize the lives of future refugees.
The EU Justice and Home Affairs Ministers are scheduled to discuss the relevant directives –- aimed at harmonizing EU asylum law –- in Brussels tomorrow.  We have more on this in a press release upstairs.
**Rwandan Refugees
Since the start of voluntary repatriation in January, some 1,100 Rwandan refugees have gone home from Uganda as the government in Kigali steps up efforts to welcome its refugees back. 
An estimated 2 million people fled Rwanda in the wake of the 1994 genocide. The UN High Commissioner for Refugees believes that, as of mid-2003, there were still some 60,000 Rwandan refugees in the region.
UNHCR expects to help two-thirds of the remaining 60,000 Rwandan refugees in the region to return home this year.
**Tanzania
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Administrator Mark Malloch Brown is in Dar es Salaam today, wrapping up his three-day mission to Tanzania.
Today, he joined Tanzania’s Prime Minister, Frederick Sumaye, for the launch of the country’s Parliamentary Online Information System. 
**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman on Death of Sir Peter Ustinov
We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding the death of Sir Peter Ustinov:
“The Secretary-General was deeply saddened to learn of the death of Sir Peter Ustinov, the actor, writer and humanitarian.
“Sir Peter’s exceptional wit, intelligence and creativity were fully matched by his compassion, conscience and character. Not only did his talents bring joy to millions of people; he served UNICEF with dedication and distinction for more than three decades to bring attention to the needs of children everywhere. The Secretary-General extends his condolences to the Sir Peter’s wife and family, and joins his admirers around the world in giving thanks for the life of this incurable optimist, remarkable world citizen, and steadfast friend of the United Nations.”
**World Chronicle television programme
The Department of Public Information has asked me to tell you that World Chronicle programme No. 933, featuring Hans Blix, the former UN Chief Weapons Inspector in Iraq, can be seen today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.
**Press conference tomorrow
And then two press events for you tomorrow.  11:15 a.m. here in 226, Daudu Mwakawago, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sierra Leone will brief you on the situation in that country.
**Guest at noon tomorrow
And then at the noon briefing, John Reginald Dumas, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Haiti will be our guest to brief you on that subject.
Any questions on those matters before we go to accountability?  David?
Questions and Answers

Question:  Kind of a technical question on the terms of reference, if you are able to.  It is a sentence on page three of that, I don’t know if you have it with you.  It talks about the SG saying that he will employ his authority to ensure that the Organization’s privileges and immunities do not impede the work of the enquiry.  What is your best understanding of what that means?

Spokesman:  People working for the United Nations who are accused of wrongdoing in the course of carrying out their official functions, have immunity.  The Secretary-General has the right to waive that immunity to allow for UN staff members to be prosecuted under local law or international law.  So, I think that’s what he’s referring to.

Question:  Just to make sure I understand; can it be understood then, for instance, that the SG has decided to, or may decide to, for instance to take diplomatic immunity from somebody…(interrupted)

Spokesman:  Let me get specific guidance from the Legal Department on that.  I don’t know the tense of the verb.  Bill?

Question:  What is the latest on the appointment of the independent panel on who is going to conduct the oil-for-food investigations?

Spokesman:  Nothing to announce today, sorry.

Question:  Sorry?

Spokesman:  Nothing to announce today.

Question:  Fred, with regard to the communication with the Security Council.  Is there any indication on how it’s been received, the letter that was sent Friday?  Any feedback?

Spokesman:  No, no.  I think we’re expecting the Council to signal its approval.  And as we’ve been saying for at least all of last week, we don’t yet know what form that might take. Whether it would be a presidential statement or a letter in response to his letter; that’s the prerogative of the Council.

Question:  Might they be taking that up today?

Spokesman:  No, I don’t see it on their agenda. They may be talking about it informally. Serge?

Question:  In St. Kitts Saturday, the 14 heads of the state of the Caribbean decided to call on the General Assembly to carry out an investigation of the Haiti constitution (Inaudible).  Do you have any comment on that?

Spokesman:  No.  Again, as we said when there was a statement issued by CARICOM calling on, was it the Secretary-General, to carry out an investigation, we said well, we’d wait to hear from them officially.  I think you should probably ask the president of the Assembly whether he feels that on the strength of that statement alone, he would bring to the members of the Assembly the proposal to conduct an investigation or whether he even feels the Assembly has the competence.  His spokesman isn’t here; so I don’t think I can go beyond that.

Question:  Just on the sequence on the independent commission, will the SG wait to get a nod from the Security Council before going ahead and making public the names of the people that will be in charge of that commission?

Spokesman:  No. He already met with Council members informally; and informally they expressed their support for this investigation and he said the next step will be that he will present them with the names of the panellists.  So, I don’t think that’s linked in any way to the formal nod from the Council. 

Question:  Fred, can he bypass the oversight committee here that we have which is the official (inaudible) of the United Nations, and do something outside of that?  Can he do that?  Where did he get the authority to do that?

Spokesman:  That is why he consulted with Council members for two weeks on his intention to launch a broader investigation.  The Office for Internal Oversight Services can investigate UN personnel.  But if he wants to look more widely at the oil-for-food programme, including the conduct of corporations, contractors, he needed the approval, the nod, the agreement of the Security Council.  And he feels he now has that although we’re waiting for that to be officially conveyed.

Okay, let me, before reading this official statement; just remind you that last August 19, a suicide bomber drove a truck full of explosives to the perimeter of the UN compound in Baghdad. 

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Fish" ��BBC - Sea 'dead zones' threaten fish� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Zones" ��ENS - UNEP Aims to Breathe Life-Giving Governance Into Dead Zones�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ocean" ��Associated Press - Ocean 'dead zones' a rising threat, UN agency warns�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Scientists" ��The Independent - 'Dead zones' in world's oceans are growing, say alarmed UN scientists�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollution" ��Liberation – Pollution -  L'azote vide les océans de leur vie� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Zonemortes" ��Nouvel Observateur – Les “zones mortes”, une menace grave pour les stocks de poissons�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Lesengrais" ��Courier - Les engrais à l'origine de "zones de la mort" dans les oceans*��� HYPERLINK  \l "World" ��The Straits Times - Good news: The world is turning greener�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Agency" ��IHT - Ocean 'dead zones' a rising threat, UN agency warns**�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Planet" ��ABC Online- Sea 'dead zones' threaten planet�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Growth" ��The News International -  Rapid growth of dead zones in oceans threatens planet�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Deadzones" ��The Scotsman� HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 ��� -� HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 ���Ocean 'dead zones' double in number since 1990� �� HYPERLINK  \l "Summit" ��Scotsman.com – Environment summit��� HYPERLINK  \l "Earth" ��Mid day Mumbai - 'Dead zones' in oceans threatens Earth�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UN" ��The Herald - Pollution creating ‘dead zones’ in oceans, UN warns� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNwarns" ��The Intelligencer - U.N. Warns About Ocean 'Dead Zones'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Deadzonesthreaten" ��News24.Com - 'Dead zones' threaten planet�


Mlive.Com – UN Warns about Oceans’ dead zones


ENS - Global Methyl Bromide Exemptions Over 13,000 Tons





* Also printed in Angola press and Voila.fr


**Extensive coverage in French, German and Spanish Media
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