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UNEP, China sign agreement on establishment of Beijing Office
(May 30,2003 )(xinhua) 
PRIVATE


The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the People's Republic of China on Thursday signed an agreement in Nairobi, the headquarters of the UNEP, on the establishment of a UNEP office in Beijing. 

Chinese Permanent Representative to UNEP and Chinese Ambassador to Kenya Guo Chongli and UNEP Executive Director Klause Topfer, jointly signed the agreement, which marks the operation of the Beijing Office. 

The establishment of the office is a concrete measure taken by the UNEP secretariat to further implement the World Summit on Sustainable Development's outcomes and relevant UNEP Governing Council's decisions on strengthening regionalization, UNEP's role in the Global Environmental Facility and its role in capacity delivery at both of country and subregional level, according to the agreement. 

Guo said at the signing ceremony that "China is a large developing environment state with enormous population. We always hold that doing good job in China's environment and ecosystem in benign condition is the important contribution to the global environmental protection." 

"The establishment of Beijing Office will play an active and effective role in promoting China's environmental protection work, strengthening the bilateral cooperation between China and the UNEP, and facilitating the UNEP's work in China and the Northeast Asia sub-region," Guo added. 

Topfer said on the same occasion that the UNEP has been continuously paying great attention and rendering concrete support to China's environmental protection. 

The establishment of Beijing Office "is not just a start, it is a very important step" to promote the cooperation between the UNEP and China, Topfer said. 

Setting up in 1973, the UNEP is aimed at encouraging and coordinating sound environmental practices, raising environmental awareness as well as promoting major environmental treaties in the world. 

So far, the UN body has only established its offices in two countries, Russia and China. _

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Telegraph

Life floods back in the wetlands
By Charles Clover, Environment Editor
(Filed: 29/05/2003) 
The Mesopotamian marshlands are returning to life as local people tear down earthworks and open flood gates allowing spring waters to surge on to land drained by Saddam Hussein.

Satellite pictures published yesterday by the United Nations Environment Programme on its website - www.grid.unep.ch - show that considerably more water has reached the wetlands this May than last and places that have been dry for five years are under water.

May is the time that melting snow in the highlands of Anatolia and the Zagors mountains causes the Tigris and Euphrates to flood and the marshlands to reach their maximum extent. This season the process has been helped by heavy rain.

Canals and dams installed by Saddam dried up 90 per cent of the marshlands that formerly provided 70 per cent of Iraq's dairy industry, together with reeds for building and paper-making and a nursery for commercial fish stocks.

Hassan Partow, an Iraqi working for the UNEP in Geneva, said: "This year the normal spring floods are a contributary factor but they are not the main reason we are seeing these changes. The conflict and ensuing chaos has led the water distribution system to collapse, reservoirs are being emptied and there is much less use of the irrigation system to distribute water.

"Looking at the images, a whole network of feeder streams has come back to life and is surging with water as sluices are opened. Water is being distributed through the canals to feed the wetlands. Those communities that were starved of water as a political tool are reclaiming their water rights by breaching banks."

Two days ago the last remaining wetland area, the Al-Hawizeh marshes, straddling the border with Iran, overspilled its boundaries for the first time in years.


________________________________________________________________________________________

Bangkok Post 

May 30, 2003 

CONSUME TILL YOU'RE DOOMED 

      BYLINE: Wasant Techawongtham 

       I used to wonder what would happen if the average Chinese consumed as much as the average American?

      The thought was horrifying. Americans constitute 5% of the world's population but consume 20% of its

      resources. One American is equal to 13 Chinese, 31 Indians, 128 Bangladeshis, 307 Tanzanians, or 370

      Ethiopians in terms of energy consumption, according to Paul Ehrlich in his book Population Bomb. 

      Now the Chinese are moving up on the global economic scale and their appetite is going up with it. The day  of reckoning may not be far away. The United Nations Environment Programme said in preparing for a

      regional meeting last week that there are now more middle to high income'' consumers in Asia and the Pacific  than in western Europe and North America combined. They are people earning more than $ 7,000 a year, or   roughly 23,400 baht a month. 

      While they represent only 26% of the region's population, UNEP warns that aspirations for further growth

      may come at a high environmental price''. If car ownership in China, India and Indonesia reaches the global

      average, 200 million vehicles would be added to the global fleet, twice the number of cars in the United

      States. 

      It is clear that the Earth's natural ecosystems will not cope with the style of industrialisation and

      over-consumption seen in Europe or North America,'' said its deputy executive director, Shafqat Kakakhel. 

      What Mr Kakakhel stated should be obvious to anybody who cares to observe the state of the environment

      today. The fact that he felt compelled to state the obvious, however, may indicate the lack of public

      awareness even among experts that over-consumption could wreak havoc with the natural system. 

      Discussion on sustainable development mainly focused for years on population growth rather than

      consumption. But it is now clear that the rate of consumption, more so than population growth, is crucial in

      determining the well-being of the global ecosystem. 

      Consumption is crucial because there are limits to the global resources and the ecology's ability to withstand  abuses. Clean water, for example, is in critical supply, and global warming reflects human abuse of the  ecosystem that has gone over the limit. Technology alone will not overcome these limitations. 

      UNEP suggests that a solution lies in clean production processes and sustainable consumption patterns''.

      But clean production processes are what technocrats call an end-of-pipe solution that only reduces raw

      material use and waste discharge, and sustainable consumption as defined by the United Nations falls far

      short of what is needed to avert environmental disaster. 

      The world is now completely dominated by the US brand of consumerism that calls for an ever-rising rate of  consumption. It will not matter how clean the production processes are, the exploitation of natural

      resources will continue to rise, leading not just to ecological damage but also social problems and strife. 

      China is a clear case in point. It may have won praise for achieving phenomenal economic growth over the

      past several years. But its success comes at a heavy price to the environment and its people. The social

      and income gap has become a yawning chasm. It has quite recklessly exploited natural resources that will be hard to compensate, like damming the mighty Yangtze and Mekong rivers. 

      A once powerful and proud Communist country has succumbed to its rival's ideology and is becoming a

      threat to the global environment by its sheer ability to consume. 

      A solution to the impending environmental doom, and thus the survival of the human race, lies not in some

      technological wizardry but in recognising its formidable cause, consumerism, and reversing course. There are more meaningful things in life than consuming. 

      - Wasant Techawongtham is Deputy News Editor for Environment and Urban Affairs, Bangkok Post.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Watchdog urges depleted uranium cleanup in Iraq

By Irwin Arieff

UNITED NATIONS, May 29 (Reuters) - A nuclear arms watchdog group, warning of possible health risks to Iraqi civilians, urged the United States and Britain on Thursday to clean up the remnants of depleted uranium anti-tank shells used in the war.

``I was in the army and they trained us to protect civilians,'' said Charles Sheehan-Miles, executive director of the Washington-based nonprofit NuclearPolicy Research Institute.

``The United States and Britain must take the necessary steps now to protect the Iraqi people from the detrimental effects of depleted uranium,'' Sheehan-Miles, who served as a U.S. tank crewman in the first Gulf War in 1991, told a news conference at U.N. headquarters.

Depleted uranium is used to harden the tips of armor-piercing shells. It is 40 percent less radioactive than natural uranium but nonetheless toxic, and studies have suggested the substance may cause cancer if inhaled or attack the kidneys if ingested via soil or the water supply.

Depleted uranium is particularly effective as a weapon as it bursts into flame and vaporizes upon impact, burning through armor. But that releases fine particles into the air, which can settle on the damaged tank or on the ground and later be inhaled by anyone in the area.

While health studies to date have been inconclusive, Iraqi scientists say the numbers of Iraqi children suffering from childhood cancers soared within a few years of the first Gulf War, and the World Health Organization and the U.N. Environment Program have called for further research.

The U.N. environmental agency said about 290 tonnes of depleted uranium was fired in the 1991 war, but the amount used in the second Gulf War, which began in mid-March, is unknown.

The Pentagon has dismissed any health dangers and says it has no plans for a clean-up, Sheehan-Miles said.

But Britain's Defense Ministry agreed in late April to a request from leading scientists to release information about where depleted uranium was used by its forces so a clean-up and monitoring program for soldiers and civilians could be launched.

Reut15:55 05-29-03
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Associated Press

05/29/2003 13:51:44 
As U.N. weapons team prepares to return, Iraqi nuclear site remains 

   MANSIA, Iraq (AP) _ The word spread through town, trumpeted on

loudspeakers attached to American vehicles: Return the containers taken from Iraq's largest nuclear facility, and we'll pay you $3 a barrel. Refuse, and you might be arrested. 

Now 70 empty barrels _ purchased more than a decade ago by U.N. nuclear inspectors to store the Tuwaitha plant's 2 tons of uranium _ are in the hands of the U.S. military. The contents have vanished, however, and other stolen containers sit in a nearby schoolyard, a silent and unrecognized danger. 

This is the jumbled scene that awaits the International Atomic Energy Agency, now headed back to Iraq under strictly set U.S. conditions, as it attempts to find out what happened on the Americans' watch. The team plans to arrive June 6. 

The United States tried to keep the IAEA out of the country, but reluctantly agreed to its return under pressure from the arms control community, which was concerned about the plant's safety and American capability to secure the area and account for its contents. 

According to U.S. and U.N. officials, the IAEA team will only be allowed to inspect Tuwaitha, 30 miles southeast of Baghdad, and not any of the other looted nuclear sites the agency had been safeguarding for more than a decade. 

The United States told the IAEA that the team must be relatively small, with fewer than 10 members, and all must be safety experts rather than actual weapons inspectors. The group can remain in the country for up to two weeks but must stay on the grounds of Tuwaitha and not in Baghdad, where they had been based before the war. 

``We're setting up some tents for them at Tuwaitha, and they'll stay out there,'' said Col. Tim Madere, an unconventional weapons expert with the Army's V Corps. 

IAEA officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said they were told the trip would be a one-time only visit. A U.S. official, who also spoke on condition of anonymity, said that was discussed but could change depending on how the trip goes. 

IAEA officials were unhappy about the terms but said they would take what they could get. 

``The mission will try to determine what nuclear material might have gone missing as a result of the looting and reports of destruction that we have seen over the last six weeks,'' said Mark Gwozdecky, IAEA spokesman. 

He said the team would try to ``collect as much of the scattered material as possible, repackage it, reseal it and secure the facility.'' 

In addition, he said the IAEA was waiting for the U.N. Security Council _ not the United States _ to decide the inspectors' future in Iraq. 

The comments on both sides and the atmosphere surrounding the trip illustrates the poisoned relations caused by the IAEA's prewar assessments that Iraq didn't recently have a nuclear weapons program. The Bush administration blames those assessments, in part, for its failure to win international support for the war. 

Even now, the IAEA insists that it alone has the legal authority _ based on an international treaty signed by the United States _ to oversee Tuwaitha and other Iraqi nuclear facilities. 

The United States maintains it has taken over those responsibilities as the occupying power. But senior U.S. military officers involved in the hunt have said privately that U.N. support and know-how would have aided their work significantly. 

In the meantime, U.S. troops are trying to figure out what's missing from Tuwaitha. So far, military officials have said, at least 20 barrels of low-grade or natural uranium appeared to be gone. 

Last week, American troops, accompanied by Iraqi health workers, entered Mansia, a village on the other side of a crumbling cement-and-brick wall that encloses much of Tuwaitha's 23,000 acres. 

``The Americans came and announced they were buying the barrels for $3, so we all sold them,'' said Karam Yousef a 53-year-old unemployed father of eight whose crumbling mud hovel lacks running water and power. 

The buyback program was conducted on the same day in four other villages. 

But on a recent visit, Associated Press reporters saw eight containers of hazardous materials strewn in the yard of the Mother of the Prophet junior high school. Town clerics arranged a drop-off site in the yard after warning residents the materials could be unsafe. 

Four containers had IAEA markings and warnings _ in English only _ that the contents contained dangerous chemicals. Four other metal suitcases with combination locks carried similar markings, though IAEA officials who saw photographs of the luggage couldn't account for their contents. 

Town officials said no Americans visited the yard, although Iraqi nuclear experts knew the items were there. 

``They've been sitting in the yard for more than one month,'' said Sabah Abed Al-Delphi. ``The Iraqi experts were here and said they would come back to take the materials away, but they haven't.'' (PROFILE (COUNTRY:Iraq; ISOCOUNTRY3:IRQ; UNTOP:142; UN2ND:145; APGROUP:MiddleEast; APGROUP:Asia;) (COUNTRY:United States; ISOCOUNTRY3:USA; UNTOP:021; APGROUP:NorthAmerica;) (CAT:Energy;) (CAT:Business;) (CAT:Municipal;) (CAT:Transportation;) (CAT:Defense;) (CAT:Labor;) (CAT:Media;) (CAT:Iraq;) 

(SRC:AP; ST:IT;)
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U.S. Newswire

Activists Demand that UNILEVER Halts Toxic Trade of Mercury from India

PRIVATE



To: National Desk, Environment Reporter 

Contact: Michael Bender of the Mercury Policy Project, 802-223-9000

NEW YORK, May 29 /U.S. Newswire/ -- A ship carrying 290 metric tons of toxic mercury-laden waste that contaminated a community in India arrives today into New York harbor amid demands that the circle of poison be ended and the mercury permanently stored -- and not allowed recycled into the global marketplace. A coalition composed of Greenpeace, Ban Mercury Working Group, and Clean Air Council have asked UNILEVER for a meeting to negotiate a permanent retirement of the mercury.

"It will be a travesty of environmental justice if the same toxic mercury waste that damaged the people and the environment in India merely gets recycled and then sold, where it will continue its cycle of poisoning developing countries again," said Ameer Shahul of Greenpeace India.

Due to its severe toxicity, mercury use is increasingly being phased out in the U.S. and EU. The excess mercury is then often sent to developing countries for haphazard use and release.

"UNILEVER should purge its mercury double standard on developing countries like India, considering that mercury-containing products have been banned for many years in the Netherlands, UNILEVER's home state," said Eco Matser, toxic campaigner at Greenpeace Netherlands.

Environmental groups contend that instead of retiring the resulting mercury glut in safe and monitored perpetual storage, it is being dumped on to the world market, ushering in cheaper mercury prices, which, in turn, increases use and subsequent harmful release.

"The toxic buck must stop here," said Michael Bender of the Mercury Policy Project and representative of the Ban-Mercury-Working Group. "Just like the mercury from the closed Holtra-Chem chloralkali facility in Maine, UNILEVER should place their mercury in long-term, monitored storage."

The mercury waste -- an assortment of waste glass contaminated with mercury, effluent sludge, broken thermometers and metallic mercury -- is destined for Hellertown, Pennsylvania where it is expected to be recycled by Bethlehem Apparatus, Co. Under an agreement with the local authorities, the mercury waste was collected from a thermometer factory owned by the UNILEVER subsidiary, Hindustan Lever Limited, located in the town of Kodaikanal, state of Tamil Nadu, India.

"The life-cycle of mercury is really a death cycle with every step, from mining, trade, use, and recycling; putting the planet at levels of risk and harm we can no longer afford," said Aaron Firestone of the Clean Air Council in Pennsylvania. "It's time to say enough."

Of particular concern to advocates worldwide is the expected closing of 10 mercury cell chloralkali plants in the U.S. and the mandatory dismantling of 47 such plants in Europe by 2007 that use mercury in their production process. If policies aren't changed, the dismantling will free up 15,000 metric tons of mercury for resale in Europe and from 1,500 to 2,500 metric tons in the US.

UNILEVER has already been found guilty of exploiting lax environmental regulations and cheap labor in countries like India," said Richard Gutierrez of the Basel Action Network. "We call on them to rectify their mistake by putting a decisive end to the mercury death spiral."

For more information contact:

-- Michael Bender, Mercury Policy Project/Ban Mercury Working Group, 802-223-9000, E-mail: mercurypolicy@aol.com

-- Ameer Shahul, Greenpeace India, 011 98455 35408, E-mail: ameer.shahul@diab.greenpeace.org

-- Eco Matser, Greenpeace Netherlands, 011 31 6 212-969-19, E-mail: ematser@greenpeace.nl

PRIVATE



-- Aaron Firestone, Clean Air Council, 215-567-4004 ext. 273, E-mail: firestone@cleanair.org

-- Richard Gutierrez, Basel Action Network, 206-652-5555, E-mail: rgutierrez@ban.org

For more information: -- http://www.mercurypolicy.org/new/documents/ finalUnileverletter052803.pdf -- http://zope.greenpeace.org/z/gpindia/welcome -- http://www.ban.org/Ban-Hg-Wg -- http://www.chem.unep.ch/mercury -- http://www.cleanair.org

http://www.usnewswire.com/
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Bracing for the Challenges of an Urban World 

                      By J.R. Pegg

                      WASHINGTON, DC, May 29, 2003 (ENS) - Over the next three decades the

                      world's population is expected to grow by some 2.2 billion people and the

                      majority of this growth will take place in urban cities within developing

                      countries. This rapid and far reaching urbanization represents a major

                      transformation for humanity, said experts at the Global Health Council's

                      annual conference, and will have profound impacts on global health and the

                      environment. 

                      The keys to preparing for this trend is better understanding of the cycles of

                      poverty, disease and violence that affect the urban poor today, today's

                      speakers explained, as these factors combine to put added stress on the

                      environment and on efforts to improve global health. 

                      Madagascar President Marc Ravalomanana asked conference attendees - and

                      the world - to address the continued growth of wealth inequality and urged

                      for a cure to "the lethal disease of poverty." 

                      This needs to be made the "priority of all priorities," said Ravalomanana. 

                      The Madagascar President is under no illusion that this will not be easy, but

                      he appealed to the global community to try and break the cycle of poverty

                      that chains many of the world's individuals to lives of poor health and little

                      hope. 

                                         Madagascar President Marc Ravalomanana appealed to the

                                         world to take on global poverty. (Photo courtesy United

                                         Nations)

                                         "Poverty not only causes poor health and

                                         education, but poor health and education makes

                                         in impossible to break out of poverty,"

                                         Ravalomanana said. 

                                         The cycle of poverty reflects the "degradation of

                                         human potential of a colossal nature," added

                      Samir Chaudhuri, director of the Children in Need Institute in Kolkata, India. 

                      Chaudhuri's organization, which he founded in 1974, targets its services to

                      deprived women and children living in the slums and villages around Kolkata. 

                      The city - known until 2001 by many as Calcutta - has more than 10 million

                      residents. Slum dwellings comprise some 40 percent of the city and many

                      families live on the street. 

                      Chaudhuri described a vicious cycle of "poverty, malnutrition and illiteracy"

                      that hangs over the poor in Kolkata - and over many in the developed world. 

                      Breaking this can be done, Chaudhuri said, but it requires training, steady

                      funding and a longterm commitment. 

                      The first 33 months of an individual's life - pregnancy and the first two years -

                      is the key time period to break the cycle, Chaudhuri explained, an investment

                      that costs about $290 per child for this time period. 

                      The cycle of poverty has caused a disturbing trend of violence and social

                      unrest within urban areas in the developing world, in particular within South

                      America, said Carolyn Stephens, a senior lecturer at the London School of

                      Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 

                      In countries such as Brazil and Argentina, there has been a rise in "barrios

                      privados" or gated communities, Stephens explained, as "income inequalities

                      are increasing dramatically." 

                      Almost all of the world's population growth

                      predicted for the next three decades will occur in

                      urban areas. (Photo courtesy United Nations)

                      The retreat of the wealthiest into gated

                      communities increases the disconnect

                      between the rich and poor and could lead

                      to "a level of social injustice that is

                      totally unacceptable," Stephens said. 

                      The consequences of this disparity and

                      of a loss of hope among the world's poor

                      are manifesting in increased violence, she

                      explained. 

                      But is this increased violence, Stephens

                      asked, best described as "crime, or terror

                      or frustrated aspiration of young

                      people?" 

                      This must be considered when discussing the trend of rapid and increased

                      urbanization that the world faces, Stephens said. 

                      In 2000, it was estimated that at least 500 million people earned less than $1 a

                      day with another 160 million people unemployed. 

                      And by 2010, experts estimate there will be an additional 460 million new

                      jobseekers and 70 percent of this total will be in Asia. 

                      The perception that all of this growth will be in the biggest cities is incorrect,

                      said Mark Montgomery, a senior associate with the Population Council and

                      cochair of the U.S. National Research Council's Panel on Urban Population

                      Dynamics. 

                      "In thinking of the urban future, it is perhaps only natural to imagine growth

                      in cities of the size of Sao Paulo, Cairo, Lagos and Shanghai," he said. "But

                      the bulk of urban population growth will take place in smaller cities and towns

                      of less than one million." 

                      Smaller cities should be considered "much more carefully in the development

                      of infrastructure and health policies," Montgomery said, but there is lack of

                      data that impedes these considerations. 

                      The research record on smaller cities is "woefully inadequate," he said, but

                      there is enough data to draw some conclusions. The panel Montgomery

                      co-chaired found that from 15 percent to 33 percent of urban households in

                      the cities and towns of under one million people lack piped water, flush toilets

                      and electricity. 

                      "The urban advantage in health cannot be dismissed as a myth, but it is only

                      a partial truth," Montgomery said. 

                      Where this advantage exists, he said, it is because of political will and massive

                      investment in infrastructure and services. 

                      Where this will and investment is lacking, Montgomery said, "we should not

                      be surprised to see urban disadvantages emerge." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE
30 May 2003
General Environmental news
Lobbyists Fight US Genetic Crop Plans
Business Day (Johannesburg): Plans by a US based licensee of the Monsanto Corporation to grow a new type of genetically modified cotton in SA have triggered fierce criticism from local lobbyists campaigning for a moratorium on the introduction of genetically modified organisms. Environmental lobbyists have raised concerns about the environmental and health effects of genetically modified organisms, while government is in the process of reviewing its legislation on these organisms. The Stoneville Pedigreed Seed Company, which is based in Memphis, Tennessee, has applied to the agriculture department for permission to plant cotton containing three modified genes; two of them confer resistance to insects, and one makes the cotton resistant to herbicide. According to Monsanto's biotechnology regulatory manager for Africa, Wally Green, two sites are planned, one 40km west of Musina in Limpopo and one near Groblersdaal.

Biowatch spokeswoman Elfrieda Pschorn-Strauss expressed concern about the way notice of Stoneville's application to plant the triple-gene cotton was brought to public attention. However, Green said the company had complied with the requirements of the Genetically Modified Organisms Act, which stipulated that notices had to be placed in three newspapers circulating in the region in which modified crops were to be planted 30 days before an application were submitted to the department. He said that notices had been placed in six newspapers. l and untested crops."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200305290342.html
New seism shakes Algiers and suburbs 
Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - A new seism, measuring 5.8 on the Ritcher scale, shook Algiers and its eastern suburbs early Thursday morning, plunging residents into more panic. The seism whose epicentre was at the same place as that of last Wednesday (35km east of Algiers), took place at 3:20 AM  (0220 GMT) on Thursday. The new tremble forced inhabitants of Algiers and its outskirts to spend the rest of the night outdoors due to the growing panic which has tormented them for the past eight days.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng002495&dte=29/05/2003
We did our part during water crisis, says ministry 
NATION: The Water ministry yesterday defended itself against accusations that it has done nothing as water crisis ravaged Nairobi. The ministry said it was involved in efforts to restore water supply by sending technicians and equipment to help repair the Sasumua Dam.  The team also took part in repairing a 12-kilometre pipeline, which carries water to Nairobi from Sasumua.  Chief information officer Susan Njuguna said in a statement: "The prime objective of the ministry was to help complete repairs and restore water flow as opposed to seeking publicity. The ministry did this as part of the government's disaster management team."   Initially, the ministry could not intervene as the City Council, which is in charge of water provision, had not conceded that the matter had "become an emergency", she explained. Mrs. Njuguna went on: "The responsibility of providing water services in Nairobi falls under the council and will continue to be so until the recently established Nairobi Water Services Board is operationalised."  

http://www.nationaudio.com/News/DailyNation/Today/News/News119.html
Outrage at pollution of Lake Victoria
Nation: Pollution experts want local authorities in the Lake Victoria basin compelled to repair their broken down sewerage works. Mr. John Okungu, the Nyanza Provincial Water Quality and Pollution Control Officer, and Mr. Peter Mireri, an environmental scientist expressed outrage at the discharging of raw sewerage into the lake. Kisumu's water is drawn from the same lake.  They said local authorities were among the worst polluters of rivers that drain into Lake Victoria.  They said councils for larger towns like Kisumu, Kakamega and Homa Bay were pumping raw sewerage into rivers as their sewer treatment plants broke down many years ago.  The experts also criticized sugar, agro-based and paper manufacturing industries in Western Kenya for polluting water because of their faulty effluent treatment plants.  The two officials were addressing journalists after a three-day tour of major factories and pollution sources in Nyanza and Western provinces. The tour was organized by Health and Environment Media Network and the International Union for the Conservation of Nature. 

http://www.nationaudio.com/News/DailyNation/Today/News/News28.html
South African team off to assist Baghdad Zoo 
Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - A South African emergency relief team left Thursday for Baghdad to save animals and help restore infrastructure at the war-ravaged Baghdad Zoo. Capetonian Mariette Hopley is leading a team assembled by the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) which is sending a group of five logistics and zoo management specialists to Baghdad to help establish a medium to long term plan to ensure the welfare of the remaining zoo animals. "Baghdad's infrastructure has completely broken down so our team will be taking in everything we need -- from sleeping bags to MRE's (meals ready to eat) and even lavatory paper," said Hopley shortly before her departure. Hopley, a former South African Air Force major, said once in Baghdad the team would do an initial assessment and any extension in their stay would be based on that. IFAW's Director of Emergency Relief, Sarah Scarth observed that the rescue effort at Baghdad Zoo so far has been almost entirely led by South Africans. IFAW is also collaborating with the American Zoo and Aquarium Association (AZA) in putting together a long-term plan for the Baghdad zoo. Animals being cared for at the Baghdad Zoo include 19 lions, tigers, brown bears, wolves, foxes, jackals, camels, ostriches, badgers and some primates.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng002511&dte=29/05/2003
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 30 May 2003


UN or UNEP in the news


UNEP, China sign agreement on establishment of Beijing Office 
NAIROBI, May 29 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the People's Republic of China on Thursday signed an agreement in Nairobi, the headquarters of the UNEP, on the establishment of a UNEP office in Beijing. 
Chinese Permanent Representative to UNEP and Chinese Ambassador to Kenya Guo Chongli and UNEP Executive Director Klause Topfer, jointly signed the agreement, which marks the operation of the Beijing Office. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2003-05/29/content_893202.htm 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S

*
Annan calls on industrialized countries to fulfil pledges to developing world


*
Upcoming G-8 summit should tackle, not debate, anti-poverty goals – UN official


* 
UN observes first International Day of Peacekeepers

*
DR of Congo: UN keeps up efforts to revive peace talks over war-ravaged Bunia

*
Annan deeply concerned about hostilities’ effect on civilians in Aceh, Indonesia

*
Colombia: Annan welcomes regional leaders’ declaration on 

*
UN food programme gears up for restarting distribution system in Iraq

*
UN Assembly paves way for $1 million Nobel memorial fund for fallen staff


*
WHO calls on film and fashion industries to stop glamourizing tobacco

*
UN again suspends mine clearance in parts of Afghanistan

*
Sierra Leone: UN-backed court indicts former rebel leader ‘Bazzy’ Kamara

*
UN initiatives highlighted at global anti-corruption forum in Seoul

*
Africa enjoys some gains in 2002 despite sluggish economic growth – UN official

*
UN aviation agency adopts biometric identification to improve travel clearance

*
Cooperation among developing countries still ‘highly relevant’ – Annan

* * * *

G-8 Summit


29 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is calling on next week’s summit of top industrial countries to make good on their pledges to the developing world – some of which are in “grave danger” of not being met – ranging from trade and aid to AIDS, medicines and clean water.

“The developing countries look to you, the leaders of the world’s most prosperous and powerful countries, for active support,” Mr. Annan says in a letter to the Heads of State and government of the Group of Eight (G-8) that will meet in Evian, France. The Group comprises Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States.

The Secretary-General himself will be travelling over the weekend to attend, at the Group’s invitation, an informal summit on 1 June with the leaders of a number of developing countries.

In his letter, the Secretary-General noted that in 2001, at the Fourth WTO Ministerial Conference in Doha, Qatar, representatives from the G8 had agreed to confront distortions in agricultural trade that subsidies and tariffs cause the developing world, and the need to enable these nations to procure medicines to protect their peoples’ health. “Key negotiating deadlines have been missed and there is now a grave danger that the next ministerial meeting in Cancun (Mexico) in September will pass without those two vital promises being met,” he said. 

Such an outcome will dash the hopes of millions that an open market system affords a fair chance to all. “That would be a tragic outcome indeed,” he writes. “But it need not happen, if together you summon the political will to give priority to a global interest shared by all peoples.”

Mr. Annan highlights Africa’s “deadly triad” of interlinked crises – HIV/AIDS, food security and governance – with the disease decimating women who play the major role in food production and killing off the most skilled and productive members of society capable of governing and administering.

“Africa needs to fight HIV/AIDS with a concerted effort. It can do so only if resources are made available,” he writes. “Sustained funding for it is a must.”

Stressing that more than 2.2 million people, mostly children in developing countries, die every year from diseases associated with poor water and sanitary conditions, he noted that the UN Millennium Summit pledged to halve by 2015 the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water. 

“There is a great deal to be done if those pledges are to be fulfilled,” he tells the summit. “And all this will need more money. In fact the world needs at least to double its spending on water infrastructure.”

The Secretary-General commends the leaders for some “encouraging news” – that last year the long decline in official aid flows was at last halted, rising to $57 billion from $52.3 billion in 2001.

“But,” he warns, “even if the noble commitments announced in Monterrey (at the International Conference on Financing for Development last year) are fulfilled, the total will still far short of the $100 billion per year that will be required, at a minimum, to achieve the Millennium Development Goals set by all world leaders three years ago.”

* * *

G-8 Summit

29 May – The head of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) said today he hoped the leaders of the eight most industrialized countries meeting next week in Evian, France, would be discussing not whether to address the anti-poverty goals of the 2000 Millennium Summit and development, but how they could resolve them.

“There is a big world out there and a lot more is going on beyond the important issues of Iraq and terrorism. There’s a much broader, other security agenda out there, related to global poverty,” UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown told a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York.

“We, with the cooperation of the French hosts at Evian, have prepared an extremely subversive document which will be on the seat of every G-8 leader when they sit down at Evian, which is a benchmarking of where we are towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), adopted here in the year 2000, by 2015,” he added.

The G-8, comprising Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States, is set to meet in Evian from 1 to 3 June.

The MDGs seek to combat such issues as poverty, hunger, illiteracy, environmental degradation and discrimination against women within a set time frame. “What we are seeking with this document is to remind the international community that something very important has been begun since the Millennium Assembly of 2000 and that must not be derailed by current events,” Mr. Malloch Brown added.

He said momentum could not be taken for granted after the Millennium Summit and subsequent meetings in Monterrey, Mexico, and Johannesburg, South Africa, which reflected a consensus about working together – North and South – to attack these global problems.

“Of course, in recent months, press commentary has inevitably and understandably shifted from this agenda to one very much around Iraq, and the word on everybody’s lips in terms of characterizing this new world we’re operating in is focussed very much on unilateralism,” Mr. Malloch Brown declared. “But many of us would argue that shouldn’t overshadow at least as important a trait of the current international political economy – and that is interdependence.”

Recent developments, he said, had underscored this interdependence, such as migrations from the South, with immigration issues impacting on elections in Europe, and infectious diseases like the newly emergent and deadly Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), which respect no borders.

“And so, we have seen a growing global constituency focussed on both the concept that your security is my security in the global sense, your welfare is my welfare, that global poverty in one part of the world is a threat to peoples in other parts of the world, a physical security threat, a health threat, an economic threat in terms of lost world growth,” he said.

* * *

International Day of Peacekeepers

29 May – The United Nations today observed the first International Day of UN Peacekeepers with a pledge from Secretary-General Kofi Annan that the world body’s peacekeeping mission would continue because, even if it cannot by itself end war, it can help prevent a recurrence of fighting.

“Above all, it gives time and space for conflict resolution. It gives peace a chance,” Mr. Annan said in a videotaped message that paid tribute to the more than 1,800 peacekeepers who have died in the 55 years since the first UN peacekeeping operation.

As part of today’s observance, the Secretary-General announced that the funds from the 1988 Nobel Peace Prize, which was awarded to the UN Peacekeeping Forces, would be used for a memorial dedicated to those who gave their lives for peace in the service of the United Nations in the field. Work has already begun on the memorial, which will be located in the north garden of the UN Headquarters in New York and unveiled in September.

Meanwhile, General Assembly President Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic also paid tribute to the men and women who have served and continue to serve in peacekeeping operations under the United Nations flag. “The dedication, courage, and vision of UN peacekeepers are, without doubt, qualities to be recognized and admired,” he said in a message. “By taking part in peacekeeping operations, peacekeepers compromise their security and comfort to bring security and comfort to people whose lives have been shattered by war.”

The day – 29 May – was chosen for the celebration because on that day in 1948 the first mission, the UN Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO), began operations with a group of unarmed military observers in Palestine – a mission that is still alive today. Since then, there have been 56 UN peacekeeping operations, 43 of them established since 1988.

Today, there are nearly 37,000 UN peacekeepers from 89 countries deployed in 14 missions on three continents.

“Fifty-five years ago, soldiers were sent onto the battlefield under a new flag and with a new mission:  a mission of peace,” Mr. Annan said. “That mission was without precedent in human history. It was an attempt to confront and defeat the worst in man with the best in man; to counter violence with tolerance, might with moderation, and war with peace.”

The Secretary-General noted the widespread tasks the missions now undertake, such as policing and training, serving as judges and prosecutors, administering health and education, ensuring that human rights and gender equality are observed, building administrations as in Kosovo and East Timor, and helping the new authorities establish the rule of law as in Afghanistan.

“No figures, however, can do justice to the ultimate sacrifice that more than 1,800 peacekeepers have made over this half-century. On this day, we pay tribute to each one of them,” he declared.

“I am proud to salute the peacekeepers serving today, and to pay tribute to those who served in the past. Their sacrifice has made the world a safer place.”

* * *

DR of Congo

29 May – In the midst of the calm that has settled over the north-eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the United Nations is pressing ahead with diplomatic and humanitarian efforts in and around the town of Bunia – trying to revive peace talks between rival ethnic factions and delivering basic services to desperate people forced from their homes by the fighting.

According to a UN spokesperson in New York, no fighting was reported in Bunia today, although the situation remains unstable. The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) continues its efforts to re-start negotiations between the different militia groups that have been locked in a deadly battle for control of the town, which lies in the DRC’s gold- and mineral-rich Ituri province. “No progress has been reported yet,” Hua Jiang said at a press briefing.

At the diplomatic level, in the DRC capital of Kinshasa, UN Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno is meeting again with President Joseph Kabila to underline the importance of restraint by all sides in Ituri, the spokesperson said.

Despite tightened security at camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Bunia, continuing incidents of theft and ongoing human rights violations remain a major concern, according to Ms. Jiang. “It was also reported that a 12-year-old girl was raped in front of her family,” she added.

In the meantime, general humanitarian activity continues, with efforts to provide humanitarian services to IDPs in the localities surrounding Bunia. Ms. Jiang said that the Uruguayan battalion, numbering some 720 troops and acting under a peacekeeping mandate, has provided humanitarian help, working closely with humanitarian actors, as well as protected the lives of thousands of IDPs on the UN premises.
* * *

Indonesia

29 May – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today voiced deep concern about the impact of the renewed hostilities on civilian populations in Aceh, Indonesia, particularly by the reports of extra-judicial killings and widespread burning of schools.

“The Secretary-General urges all parties to the conflict to uphold their obligations to protect civilians in armed conflict,” said a statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan. “He calls on the Government of Indonesia to ensure the necessary security conditions to allow international aid organizations safe and unhindered access to affected populations.

The statement also reiterated the United Nations commitment to a dialogue with the Indonesian authorities on these and other humanitarian issues related to Aceh.
* * *

Colombia

29 May – Reacting to a call by regional leaders for a peaceful end to the decades-long conflict in Colombia, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed their support for his continuing involvement in bringing about a negotiated settlement.

According to a statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan, the Secretary-General “notes with interest the declaration of the Rio Group calling for a peaceful resolution to the conflict through open and transparent dialogue among the parties in Colombia.”

Mr. Annan also welcomed “regional leaders’ support for his continuing good offices, which aim to achieve a negotiated solution to Colombia’s conflict,” the statement added.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian


29 May – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), together with the Iraqi Ministry of Trade and the United States-run Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance, is finalizing the reactivation of the public distribution system that provides services to 27 million Iraqis, the agency said today.


Thousands of food agents are slated to resume operations on 1 June, the day food warehouses open for business. WFP said it was hoped some of these agents would manage to start distributing food to people the same day, but the monthly distribution cycle could take a couple of weeks to end.


Since early April, WFP has brought about 400,000 tons of food to Iraq to replenish the food distribution system. WFP previously operated food distribution through agents of the former regime under the UN Oil-for-Food Programme, which allowed then sanctions-bound Iraq to use oil revenues to buy humanitarian supplies.


Meanwhile, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is focusing its attention on Baghdad’s water supply. A UNICEF-supported assessment shows that 50 per cent of the water in the system is lost due to broken or damaged pipes. UNICEF is working with a local contractor to repair these breaks. The agency is also currently distributing 800-thousand litres of fresh water to areas within the city that need it the most.
* * *

Nobel Memorial Fund

29 May – The United Nations General Assembly today cleared the way for the full $1 million amount of the world body’s 2001 Nobel Peace Prize award to benefit a memorial fund created to support education for children of UN staff members who lost their lives in the service of peace.

The $1 million 2001 Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to both Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the UN for their work for a more peaceful world. By today’s unanimous decision, the 191-member Assembly decided to donate the Organization’s $500,000 share to the UN Nobel Peace Prize Memorial Fund, matching Mr. Annan’s donation of his share in October 2002, which kicked off the project.

The Assembly’s action endorsed the Secretary-General’s proposal to use the full amount of the prize money as a start-up for the establishment of a memorial fund, which would provide financial assistance for the education of children of UN civilian personnel who have lost their lives in the service of peace. The fund would be a way of ensuring both a living memorial to staff who have made the ultimate sacrifice, and a practical way of helping families left behind.

Assembly President Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic echoed Mr. Annan’s sentiments today, saying the establishment of the Fund “will provide much needed financial assistance for the education of children of United Nations civilian personnel who have been killed in the line of duty. Their parents gave their lives in the service of peace. This Fund will help the children of those who made the supreme sacrifice.”

* * *

Tobacco

29 May – Gearing up for World No Tobacco Day, the United Nations health agency today called on the film and fashion industries to stop glamourizing tobacco and urged them not to be used as vehicles of death and disease.

“We know that young people who see more tobacco use on the screen are much more likely to try smoking. Hollywood knows it and the tobacco companies know it. The time has come to put an end to it,” said Derek Yach, Executive Director of the World Health Organization (WHO), Non-communicable Diseases and Mental Health section.

 The call comes a week after the WHO’s 192 Member States adopted the first global treaty encouraging measures to reduce tobacco use.

WHO said the “No Tobacco Day” celebrations, to be held on 31 May, will focus on the role of the fashion and film industries in fostering a worldwide epidemic. “The worlds of film and fashion cannot be accused of causing cancer. But they should not promote a product that does,” the agency said in a statement.

Film and fashion are critical in shaping and reinforcing popular norms of beauty, success and fun, WHO said. Given their huge potential for influencing the public, especially young people, both  industries are fertile ground for tobacco industry marketing tactics. 

Between 1988 and 1997, 85 per cent of the top 25 Hollywood films dramatized tobacco use, and from 1999 to 2000, eight out of the 10 highest earning Hollywood films, rated for viewers 13 years of age and above, featured smoking, according to research carried out by the Centre for Tobacco Control, Research and Education at the University of California in San Francisco. 

“No Tobacco Day” demonstrations in the world’s biggest film and fashion capitals –Bollywood, home of the world’s largest film industry, based in Mumbai, India; and Hollywood, the US movie capital – will highlight how the two industries are used to promote tobacco.

“I applaud those in the worlds of film and fashion who take the courageous step of walking away from tobacco,” WHO Director-General Gro Harlem Brundtland said, echoing the need to stop endorsing tobacco products. “I applaud countries for standing in unison against a menace that kills 4.9 million people every year and threatens our future generations.”

* * *

Afghanistan

29 May – The United Nations has again suspended mine clearance along parts of one of Afghanistan’s most important routes for commerce and relief aid after new attacks and threats to de-mining teams on the road between the capital, Kabul, and the southern city of Kandahar.

“Demining teams remain in the area but have, for the moment, stopped the demining work until security is reassessed and measures are in place to guarantee security,” the spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), Manoel de Almeida e Silva, said in Kabul today.

He said the decision taken by the UN Mine Action Centre for Afghanistan, followed several incidents, although no one had been injured.

In one incident, on 26 May in Rooza village, 12 bullets were fired at a survey team from the Mind Dog Centre (MDC) and the Mine Clearance Planning Agency (MCPA). Three gunmen on motorcycles threatened an MDC team which was working at Sultan Khail village at Saydabad. Other teams have been threatened and told to leave the area or they would be killed, Mr. de Almeida e Silva said.

“We understand that there was a demonstration in Zabul province that involved about a thousand people calling on deminers to return to work and supporting them,” he added.

Mine clearance on stretches of the road was already suspended at the beginning of May after attacks in which a driver was killed and three people wounded.

On another front, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) expressed serious concern over the lack of new funding commitments for long-term agricultural development projects in Afghanistan.

“Without the additional amount of $25 million, we will have to stop more than 70 per cent of our activities by the end of this year,” said Manfred Staab, FAO Programme Manager for Afghanistan. “This would have serious repercussions on the farming communities we are now helping and would prevent us from assisting more farmers.”

Long-term projects include seed production, the cultivation and marketing of fruits and vegetables, livestock vaccination campaigns and veterinary services, the rehabilitation of destroyed irrigation systems and the strengthening of fragile government services over the next years.

* * *

Sierra Leone 

29 May – The United Nations-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone has netted three more suspected war criminals, including former rebel leader Brima “Bazzy” Kamara, who has been indicted for alleged atrocities committed during the country’s decade-long civil war. 

“The people of Sierra Leone can rest easier knowing that this man will face the Special Court”, Deputy Prosecutor Desmond de Silva said in Freetown today as he announced the indictment against Mr. Kamara, a former senior commander of both the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) and the “West Side Boys.”

Mr. Kamara was taken into custody two days ago and has been indicted for war crimes, crimes against humanity and other serious violations of international humanitarian law.  “Wearing a military uniform does not give you permission to direct violations of international humanitarian law,” Mr. de Silva said.

Two other people, Moinina Fofana and Allieu Kondewa, have been provisionally detained under a court rule that allows suspects to be held for up to 30 days before being formally charged. Both individuals are affiliated with the former Civil Defence Forces. 

To date, the Court has indicted nine individuals, including Foday Sankoh, Issa Sessay, Sam Bockarie, Morris Kallon, Augustine Gbao, Johnny Paul Koroma, Alex Tamba Brima, Brima Bazzy Kamara and Samuel Hinga Norman. Seven of those individuals are in custody. Mr. Bockarie was killed earlier this month in neighbouring Liberia while Mr. Koroma remains at large, purportedly holed up in a small Liberian village. 

The Court’s Chief of Investigations, Alan White, again called on Liberian President Charles Taylor to deliver the fugitive Mr. Koroma alive to the tribunal. “We’ve got ‘Bazzy.’ We want Koroma,” Mr. White said. “The AFRC must answer for what they did to this country.”
* * *
Corruption

29 May – Stressing that the United Nations will continue to do its part in the ongoing global fight against crime, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today highlighted a range of UN initiatives in a message to a meeting in Seoul on anti-corruption measures.

“For too long, the world has looked the other way while corrupt elites looted their countries of hundreds and even billions of dollars, generating economic chaos and depriving citizens of education, health services, basic infrastructure and functioning public services,” Mr. Annan said in a statement delivered on his behalf by Dileep Nair, Under-Secretary-General for Internal Oversight Services to the Third Global Forum on Fighting Corruption and Safeguarding Integrity, which runs through Saturday in Seoul.

Applauding the Forum’s efforts to push forward the fight against corruption, Mr. Annan went on to underscore the great importance the UN attaches to this issue. The Vienna-based UN Office on Drugs and Crime (ODC) and its Global Programme against Corruption has paid particular attention to strengthening the integrity and capacity of criminal justice systems, he said.

“The UNODC is, on request, working with Member States to improve legislation, empower civil society and strengthen national institutions through more transparent procedures and more effective accountability structures,” he noted.

Mr. Annan also said that the UN itself has launched an Organizational Integrity Initiative designed to promote professional ethics and better protect its resources and reputation. The comprehensive plan will involve staff perception surveys, ethics training, early warning systems and capacity building in the areas of prevention and oversight.

“After all,” he said, “if UN agencies are advocating integrity and good governance, we ourselves have a duty to lead by example and practice what we preach.”

* * *

ECA

29 May – Despite a sluggish economic growth rate in 2002, Africa has seen a number of positive developments in recent months, including the implementation of a new initiative that stresses peace and stability, good governance, democracy and respect for human rights, a senior United Nations official said today.

Progress on the continent include implementation of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), particularly on the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM), to which 12 countries have so far signed up, and also the commitments made by development partners to increase aid levels, said K.Y. Amoako, Executive Secretary of the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA).

Mr. Amoako, speaking at the opening of a two-day meeting of development experts in Addis Ababa, said, however, little progress was made last year in reducing poverty as Africa’s economy grew at a modest 3.1 per cent in 2002, compared to 4.3 per cent the previous year.

He attributed the slowdown largely to the sluggish recovery of the global economy, decline in oil prices, drought conditions in certain parts of North, East and Southern Africa, and civil conflicts.

The experts’ meeting precedes an ECA-organized conference of African finance, planning and economic development ministers, focusing on the theme, “Towards greater policy coherence and mutual accountability for development effectiveness.” The conference, starting Sunday, is the first since government officials met last October in Johannesburg, South Africa.

In addition to reviewing and advising ECA’s programme of work, the experts will prepare the ministers for their discussion, which will focus on how the international development system can 

more effectively aid Africa’s battle against poverty.

* * *

Civil aviation

29 May – The United Nations civil aviation agency has adopted a global, harmonized blueprint for using advanced computerized recognition techniques to identify people by biological features unique to each individual.

Biometric-enhanced passports and other machine readable travel documents (MRTDs) will enable rapid comparison, either one-to-one with the person and document, or one-to-many using a database to positively identify an individual, the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) said.

According to ICAO, the added technology will mean travellers can more speedily go through airport controls. It will also increase aviation security as well as enable authorities to detect those travelling under stolen passports. In addition, the blueprint will assist its 188 Member States to implement a worldwide, standardized system of identity confirmation.

“I encourage all Member States to cooperate fully in the implementation of this global identification framework that can significantly enhance public confidence in air travel security, encourage people to fly in greater numbers, and expedite the flow of passengers through airports,” said the President of the ICAO Council, Assad Kotaite.

ICAO said countries would have the option of using one or two secondary biometrics to supplement facial recognition for personal identification. In a comprehensive analysis of various available biometrics, the face rated highest in terms of compatibility with key operational considerations, followed by fingers and eyes.

Border control authorities and airline staff at airports have long used the face to confirm identity with a document photo. Facial recognition technology automates this process, using a camera to capture the image of the face, while a computer validates facial characteristics.

ICAO has led the development of biometric-enhanced MRTDs since 1997, in close collaboration with the air transport industry and the International Organization for Standardization (ISO).

* * *

Developing countries

29 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called for renewed commitment to the plan for “South-South” cooperation, saying that the strategy remains highly relevant in addressing gross disparities in access to resources, income and other challenges facing developing countries.

“Amid the challenges and opportunities brought by globalization, South-South cooperation provides a framework in which developing countries who are making progress can share their proven development policies and strategies with others,” Mr. Annan said yesterday in a message to mark the 25th anniversary of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action on Technical Cooperation Among Developing Countries.

The Plan, endorsed by the UN General Assembly in December 1978, is still highly relevant today, the Secretary-General said in his message, delivered on his behalf in New York by Anwarul Chowdhury at the thirteenth session of the High-Level Committee on the Review of Technical Cooperation Among Developing Countries (TCDC). Mr. Chowdhury is the Secretary-General’s High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States.
“It offers opportunities to focus on new issues such as information and communications technology, where a number of developing countries are beginning to play a leadership role,” Mr. Annan said of the framework. “And it is a crucial mechanism for addressing challenges of particular concern to developing countries, including the fight against diseases such as HIV/AIDS and malaria.”

In his own speech to the meeting on Tuesday, Mr. Chowdhury said South-South cooperation had a significant role in promoting sustained growth and development for the Least Developed Countries (LDCs).

“There is good potential for expansion investment, trade and technical cooperation in LDCs to achieve poverty reduction and sustainable development,” Mr. Chowdhury stated. He said increased regional cooperation and greater market opportunities among developing countries in general, and with LDCs in particular, appear to be key factors for the expansion of South-South trade.

The High Representative also emphasized some successful examples of South-South cooperation that LDCs benefited from in recent years, which ranged from reduction or cancellation of debt, increase of market access, reduction of transportation costs, trade facilitation, and fighting HIV/AIDS.
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