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Security Council

· BBC - UN plan demands more intervention


Other Environment-related News
· BBC  - Study finds benefits in GM crops
· Reuters - Blair Urges Dialogue With US on Climate Change
· Reuters - Birdflu Far More Deadly than SARS, WHO Says

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA
· ROAP


Other UN News
· UN Daily News of 29  November 2004

· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 29 November 2004
Reuters

UN seeks to broaden fight against global warming

29 Nov 2004 17:03:50 GMT

Source: Reuters
BRUSSELS, Nov 29 (Reuters) - The United Nations will seek to broaden the fight against global warming at a meeting next month, a senior official said on Monday, hopeful that the United States, China and India would clean up the environment.

Officials and ministers will hold an annual meeting in the Argentine capital Buenos Aires from December 6-17 to chart how the world can tackle rising temperatures and melting Artic icecaps when the Kyoto Protocol cutting CO2 emissions expires.

Russia recently ratified the historic international deal which obliges rich states to cut emissions by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12.

The United States backed out of the deal while rapidly industrialising states China and India do not have to curb emissions because of their developing country status.

"(There will be a discussion on integrating) the developing countries with a high growth rate and the United States," the Executive Director of the U.N. Environment Programe, Klaus Toepfer, told a news conference in Brussels.

"We cannot simply go (on) without those contributions."

The United States accounts for one quarter of global annual CO2 emissions while China is forecast to put an extra 13 million cars on its roads every year over the next decade, he added.
Rich States' Demands Threaten Environment Treaty

Publish Date : 11/27/2004 5:51:00 PM   Source : Science and Technology News ExpressNewsline.com

Demands by the United States and other wealthy nations to delay the phasing out of a pesticide that depletes the ozone layer threaten to unravel a key global environmental treaty, experts said on Thursday.

  Experts and officials attending a United Nations sponsored meeting on substances that deplete the ozone layer said the Montreal Protocol is at risk because of differences over quotas on the use of methyl bromide, used mainly in fumigating soil.

Under the treaty, signed in 1987 and hailed as one of the most effective environmental treaties ever, the use of methyl bromide was to be phased out in developing nations by 2005.

But the United States, the world's largest user of the chemical, is asking this week's meeting in Prague to allow it "critical use exemptions," a move derided by experts as a step backward in the treaty.

"Sadly, the U.S. government is taking a series of domestic actions that threaten to place the country in non-compliance with the Montreal Protocol," said David Donegir, a former U.S. negotiator on ozone depleting substances during the Clinton administration.

"The U.S. is not alone ... Other countries are also seeking overly large exemptions. But the U.S. exemptions and non-complying domestic actions stand out," Donegir, now policy director at the NRDC Climate center, added.

Methyl bromide is considered an extremely effective pesticide and is used on crops as varied as cut flowers, strawberries and tomatoes.

But it also depletes the ozone, and is partially to blame for a hole that has appeared in the layer which protects the earth from harmful amounts of ultra violet radiation from the sun. Damage to the ozone layer results in increased rates of skin cancer and eye cataracts.

Analysts at the meeting say the hole in the ozone layer shrank by 20 percent last year and could be repaired by 2050 if targets are met.

AGRICULTURE LOBBY

Under pressure from the agriculture lobby, the U.S. is looking for an exemption to use nearly 9,000 metric tonnes of the chemical -- more than the country used in 2003 -- in both 2005 and 2006.

Claudia McMurray, the chief negotiator for the U.S. at the Prague meeting told Reuters she hopes a deal can be reached, with progress already made on the 2005 quota though a large gap exists on the 2006 quota.

"We are in full compliance with the Protocol. We are making use of a provision that was put in place for the very reason we are using it," she said.

"We've got to a point where there are no technically and economically feasible alternatives available and seven, eight years ago all the parties agreed that in that case, there should be an exception. That's what we are making use of."

The move has angered developing nations who are battling to phase out use of the chemical by 2015 despite having far fewer resources at hand than countries such as the U.S..

Officials fear that if the U.S. is allowed to slide on its commitments, others will follow suit.

"Maintaining the integrity of the Protocol is paramount. Otherwise, the world community is left with only a partial success toward a declining level of this ozone depleting substance," said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).

  "This could have consequences beyond the ozone layer, including all our goals and plans for sustainable development."

____________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Use of Ozone Destroying Methyl Bromide Will Continue

PRAGUE, Czech Republic, November 29, 2004 (ENS) - An international conference on safeguarding the ozone layer ended here Saturday with a green light for the United States and other industrialized countries to continue using methyl bromide as a pesticide and soil fumigant. The chemical destroys the Earth's protective ozone layer, and it was supposed to be phased out in 2005, but the requesting countries say there is no effective substitute.

The meeting of Parties to the Montreal Protocol was attended by over 500 participants representing 126 countries, in addition to delegates from United Nations agencies, intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations, scientists, and representatives from industry and agriculture.

The governments agreed to exemptions for developed world growers totaling just over 2,600 tons of methyl bromide for 2005 in addition to just over 12,150 tons agreed to at a special meeting in March this year.

In his welcoming address, Czech Prime Minister Stanislav Gross praised the ambitious targets set by the Protocol, and offered to help other countries phase out ozone depleters. (Photo courtesy IISD)

Based on recommendations by the scientific and technical panels to the Protocol, governments agreed to grant farmers in industrialized countries a total of just over 11,700 tons worth of exemptions in 2006.

A further 3,000 tons worth of exemptions were also provisionally approved for 2006 and they will be reviewed by the scientific and technical experts over the coming months.

The experts will report back to governments as to whether these 3,000 tons should be formally granted or whether reliable, ozone friendly alternatives exist. This will be debated at a special one day meeting or Extraordinary Meeting of the Parties scheduled for late June or early July next year.

Governments agreed that the levels of exemptions granted should take into account existing stockpiles of unused or recycled methyl bromide.

In a statement issued at the close of the meeting, the U.S. State Department said the exemptions will provide "a much needed degree of certainty for the agricultural groups that rely on methyl bromide because technically and economically feasible alternatives are not yet available." The chemical is used on some 100 U.S. crops.

The Netherlands, on behalf of the European Union, expressed concern at the large amount of critical use exemptions requested for methyl bromide, and called for a decrease in use of the chemical.

Claudia McMurray headed the U.S. delegation to the conference of Parties to the Montreal Protocol. (Photo courtesy IISD)

In Prague, Claudia McMurray, deputy assistant secretary for Environment Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs, U.S. State Department, said the United States has phased out over 95 percent of its consumption of ozone depleting substances since the protocol took effect in 1989. "The total amount of our 2006 methyl bromide request corresponds to only about 1.5 percent of our overall use of ozone depleting substances in 1989," she said.

Under an agreement made in the mid-1990s, the chemical is scheduled for a full phase out in developed world agriculture next year. In 1991 consumption of methyl bromide was around 63,800 metric tons.

But some farmers in Australia, Europe and the United States claim that the current alternatives to methyl bromide in some places and for certain crops such as strawberries and tomatoes, are not sufficiently effective. They have requested exemptions from the deadline for 2005 and 2006.

Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which hosts the Ozone Secretariat at its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, said, " I am delighted that governments could agree on such as range of sometimes difficult issues. I am also delighted that their decisions were based on sound science."

Alternatives to the ozone depleter are emerging. On November 2, Arysta LifeScience Corporation received registration for Iodomethane for insect control on imported timber in Japan, the world's first registration of Iodomethane.

The chemical has been developed by the Methyl Bromide Alternative Urgent Development Program supported by Japan's Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. Iodomethane's Japanese registration is the result of a collaboration involving the Japan Fumigation Technology Association and Yokohama Plant Protection Station.

While the target crop of this registration is imported timber, Arysta also has been developing Iodomethane as a soil fumigant for control of nematodes, weeds and fungi in crops such as strawberries, tomatoes and peppers and melons. Non-food crop production such as turf and cut flowers as well as orchard and vine crops are also Iodomethane candidates.

The company said it will soon seek approvals for the chemical as a methyl bromide replacement in North America, Europe, Central and South America and the Middle East.

In Prague, governments agreed to a global survey of the amounts of methyl bromide used in quarantine and pre-shipment applications. The survey will be carried out by scientific and technical experts to the Montreal Protocol.

Quantities used by farmers for fumigating soils is well known, but the precise levels used to treat shipments of large commodity crops such as rice and cornand consignments in wooden pallets is unknown.

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer of Germany at a press conference in Prague (Photo courtesy IISD)

Experts estimate that in 2002 the quantities were around 11,000 metric tons increasing to 18,000 tons in 2004. But these estimates may be too low because not all countries are supplyingaccurate figures on the precise levels being used. The survey is aimed at resolving these uncertainties and may be a first step towards controlling the levels of methyl bromide used in quarantine and pre-shipment.

The intention to end methyl bromide use a some time in the near future was evident at the meeting, said the UNEP chief. "Throughout our discussions all governments stated clearly that they had every intention to phase out methyl bromide and that these critical use exemptions are temporary measures," Toepfer said.

The meeting also granted essential use exemptions for ozone depleting chlorofluorcarbons (CFCs) used in metered dose inhalers to treat respiratory illnesses. Under the agreements, the United States has been granted 1,900 tons of CFCs and Europe several hundred tons for use in inhalers containing the chemical salbutamol.

 Quote of Note

"Having information about the quality of our environment constitutes one of our basic rights as a citizen. It directly affects our quality of life and is a precondition for citizens' involvement in decision-making."

-- Margot Wallström, European Environment Commissioner

Copyright Environment News Service (ENS) 2004. All Rights Reserved.
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Earth Vision

Chemical Treatment of Commodity Crop Exports Spotlighted at Climate Conference

GreenBiz.com

PRAGUE, Nov. 29, 2004 - An international conference on protecting the ozone layer has ended with governments agreeing to a global survey of the amounts of a key chemical being used in so-called quarantine and pre-shipment.

The quantities of methyl bromide, a pesticide and ozone-damaging chemical, used by farmers for fumigating soils are well known. But the precise levels used to treat shipments of big commodity crops such as rice and maize and consignments in wooden pallets are unknown.

Experts estimate that in 2002 the quantities were around 11,000 tonnes growing to 18,000 tonnes in 2004.

But it is thought that the levels are an underestimate because not all countries are supplying full and accurate figures on the precise levels being used.

The survey is aimed at resolving these uncertainties and may be a first step towards controlling the levels of methyl bromide used in quarantine and pre- shipment.

It will be carried out by scientific and technical experts to the Montreal Protocol, the 17 year-old international agreement set up under the auspices of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) to protect the ozone layer from chemical attack.

The survey was among several key decisions made at the sixteenth meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol which ended in the early hours of November 27, in the historic European city of Prague, Czech Republic.

Requests for so called "critical use exemptions" for farmers for methyl bromide were also considered based on recommendations by the Protocol’s scientific and technical experts.

Under an agreement made in the middle of the 1990s, the chemical is scheduled for a full phase out in developed world agriculture next year. In 1991 consumption of methyl bromide was around 63,800 tonnes.

But some farmers, including some in Australia, Europe, and the United States, claim that the current alternatives to methyl bromide in some places and for certain crops, such as strawberries and tomatoes, are not sufficiently effective.

They have thus requested exemptions from the deadline for 2005 and 2006.

At the meeting, the Parties to the Protocol agreed to exemptions for developed world farmers totaling just over 2,600 tonnes for 2005 in addition to just over 12,150 tonnes agreed to at a special meeting in March this year.

Based on recommendations by the scientific and technical panels to the Protocol, it was agreed to grant developed world farmers a total of just over 11,400 tonnes-worth of exemptions in 2006.

A further 3,000 tonnes-worth of exemptions were also “provisionally” approved for 2006 which will be reviewed by the scientific and technical experts over the coming months.

The experts will report back to governments as to whether these 3,000 tonnes should be formally granted or whether reliable, ozone-friendly, alternatives exist. This will be debated at a special one-day Extraordinary Meeting of the Parties scheduled for late June or early July next year.

Governments agreed that the levels of exemptions granted should take into account existing stockpiles of unused or recycled methyl bromide.

Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of UNEP, which hosts the Ozone Secretariat at its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, said: “I am delighted that Governments could agree on such a range of sometimes difficult issues. I am also delighted that their decisions were based on sound science.”

“The Montreal Protocol is without doubt one of the most successful, global, environment treaties and has been strengthened by the political commitment show here in Prague. Indeed, I was pleased to note that throughout our discussions all governments stated clearly that they had every intention to phase out methyl bromide and that these critical use exemptions are temporary measures,” he added.

The meeting also made other key decisions including one to grant essential use exemptions for CFCs used in metered-dose inhalers. Under the agreements, the United States has been granted 1,900 tonnes of CFCs and Europe several hundred tonnes for use in inhalers containing the chemical salbutamol.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre

Parties to UN-backed treaty take further steps to protect world’s vital ozone layer
	

	Chemical treatment of commodity crop exports


29 November 2004 – In a further effort to protect the world’s ozone layer, which filters out ultraviolet solar rays that cause skin cancer and other ills, parties to a United Nations-sponsored environmental treaty have agreed to carry out a survey on the use of a key ozone-damaging pesticide in food shipments. 

The quantities of methyl bromide used by farmers for fumigating soils is well known, but the precise levels used to treat shipments of big commodity crops such as rice and maize and consignments in wooden pallets is unclear. 

The survey is aimed at resolving these uncertainties and may be a first step towards controlling the levels of methyl bromide used in quarantine and pre-shipment. It will be carried out by scientific and technical experts to the Montreal Protocol, the 17- year-old international agreement set up under the auspices of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) to protect the ozone layer from chemical attack. 

Experts estimate that in 2002 the quantities in such use were around 11,000 tons, growing to 18,000 tons in 2004, but it is thought the levels are an underestimate since not all countries are supplying full and accurate figures. 

The survey was among several key decisions made at the 16th meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol which ended at the weekend in Prague, Czech Republic. 

These included requests for so called “critical use exemptions” for methyl bromide for farmers in the developed world, including Australia, Europe and the United States, who claim that the current alternatives in some places and for certain crops, such as strawberries and tomatoes, are not sufficiently effective. 

Under an agreement made in the mid-1990s, the chemical is scheduled for a full phase out in developed world agriculture next year. In 1991 consumption of methyl bromide was around 63,800 tons. 

The Parties in Prague agreed to exemptions totalling just over 2,600 tons for 2005 in addition to just over 12,150 tons agreed to at a special meeting in March this year. Based on recommendations by the scientific and technical panels to the Protocol, it was agreed to grant developed world farmers a total of just over 11,700 tons-worth of exemptions in 2006. 

“The Montreal Protocol is without doubt one of the most successful, global, environment treaties and has been strengthened by the political commitment show here in Prague,” said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP, which hosts the Ozone Secretariat at its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. “Indeed, I was pleased to note that throughout our discussions all Governments stated clearly that they had every intention to phase out methyl bromide and that these critical use exemptions are temporary measures.” 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Earth Report (TVE)

Global Environmental Governance in 2050

Asia to become an indispensable player

 Bangkok, (World Conservation Congress)—A recent high-level roundtable concluded that without a strong commitment from Asian leaders and their respective societies, the future of environmental governance would be at stake.  The rapid growth in population coupled with sustained economic growth will present a major challenge with regards to environmental and social factors.

Organized by COM+: Alliance of Communicators for Sustainable Development, in the framework of IUCN’s (World Conservation Union) Conservation Congress, the roundtable debate included the Minister of Environment from Costa Rica, Carlos Manuel Rodriguez; the former Minister of Environment from Indonesia, Emil Salim;  Meena Rahmann, Chair of Friends of the Earth International; Ian Johnson, World Bank Vice President for  Sustainable Development; and Lawrence Tubiana, a Former Environmental Advisor to French President Jacques Chirac.

The high-level roundtable discussed the future of international environmental governance based on different scenarios for 2050.

Janet Boston, a senior producer of the “Earth Report Series” from Television for the Environment (TVE), set the stage of the debate by asking the question of “how Environmental Governance would look like in 2050”.

According to Tubiana, “A certain form of World Environment Organization (WEO) should be in place. I don’t know if it is going to be a broadening of the United Nations Environment Program, which is UNEP’s mandate, or what shape it is going to take.  But I am sure that we will be moving in that direction.”

 “I am optimistic,” said  Carlos Manuel Rodriguez, “that 2050 will have much less poverty than today, better management of environmental resources, and climate change impacts will be mitigated.”  He added that by 2050 “we may have the possibility of implementing a global system for the valuation of ecological services.”  However, he warned that “rich countries need to contribute in leveling the play field in areas such as trade and change in consumption and production patterns.”

With regards to a potential WEO, Rodriguez said, “I see the WEO as an umbrella of already existing organizations.”

Meena Rahman, Chair Person of Friends of the Earth,  argued that “there were no reasons to be optimistic,” and emphasized that “we were frustrated by the results of the Johannesburg Summit on Sustainable Development, and realized that only through a fight can we make progress in areas such as indigenous peoples rights and water privatization.”  She added that “nothing happened since Rio in 1992 because governments embraced a neo-liberal agenda, which represents the interest of big powers.”

According to the NGO leader, “today nobody speaks for the South, nobody questions the paradigm of war and occupation.”

The former Environment Minister of Indonesia Emil Salim, pointed out that by 2050 the population in Asia will reach 5.4 billion people, from a total world population of 9 billion.

According to Salim not only Asian countries will be leading with regards to population increase, but also because of the expected sustained economic growth.  According to Salim, India, China, and Indonesia will be among the top performers.

 “The globe in 2050,” Salim said, “will be a very different one, with Asia rising, Europe in decline, and only the US balancing Asia.” He concluded that “in part, the future of environmental governance is linked to what kind of development path Asia will follow, if it is one that is dependent on fossil fuels for energy production or the alternative path of renewable energy.”

Ian Johnson, the Vice President for Sustainable Development at the World Bank, agreed with Salim, and said that “by 2050, the world economy will be at $135 trillion, 4 times more than today.  With these growth rates by 2050, 40% of world income would be in low and middle income countries, twice their share of 20% today.”

Ian Johnson, World Bank Vice President for Sustainable

Development, warned that issues of equity between rich

and poor countries need to be addressed.  He emphasized

that "Today, 80% of global GDP goes to only 20% of the

world's people."

But he warned that issues of equity between rich and poor countries need to be addressed.  He emphasized that “Today, 80% of global GDP goes to only 20% of the world’s people.”

The high-level roundtable on International Environmental Governance was one of three roundtables, or ‘Futures Dialogues’, hosted by COM+ during the World Conservation Congress.  The two other Dialogues focused on the questions “Is the future renewable?” and “How can new technology help society to be more sustainable?”.

The 3rd IUCN World Conservation Congress, held in Bangkok, November 17 – 25, attracted over 4,000 participants – civil society, the private sector, international organizations, and governments – from around the world.  With over 300 sessions to choose from, the Congress focused on four central themes – ecosystem management; health, poverty, and conservation; biodiversity loss and species extinction; and markets, business, and the environment. 

Mr. Valli Moosa of South Africa, was elected as the new President of  IUCN, to replace outgoing President Yolanda Kakabadse, who served 8 years at the helm of the Union, which is made up of over 1,000 governmental and non-governmental member organizations.  Moosa has served on a number of national and international bodies, including the UNEP Governing Council, the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, and the South African Business Trust.  He became Minister of Constitutional Affairs in President Nelson Mandela’s cabinet in 1994, and was appointed Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism of the Republic of South Africa in 1999.  Valli also served as a key negotiator during the drafting of South Africa’s new Constitution, and mediated the 1992 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg and the 5th IUCN World Parks Congress in Durban.

In addition to the ‘Futures Dialogues’, COM+ hosted the following press events:

    * Launching of the World Bank’s new Green mini-Atlas – a survey of the most pressing environmental problems around the world; and

§         ‘Conservation Reports’ – journalist training for 16 major Asian TV stations, providing an opportunity for broadcasters to engage with the international community to build awareness of environmental issues locally and internationally.

For more information, please see the websites:

www.complusalliance.org
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Ascribe

UC Santa Cruz Scientist Endorses Nitrogen Management Efforts

       SANTA CRUZ, Calif., Nov. 29 (AScribe Newswire) -- As a soil scientist at the University of California, Santa Cruz, Marc Los Huertos helps farmers on the Central Coast manage nitrogen levels to maximize harvests and minimize pollution. 

       Los Huertos is also part of a growing global effort to address the problem of farm-generated nitrogen pollution. Just back from the Third International Nitrogen Conference in Nanjing, China, Los Huertos has a sobering message for farmers: 

       "China is ramping up agricultural production, and strong international environmental regulations could be what saves U.S. farming from a formidable competitor," said Los Huertos, who manages research for UCSC's Center for Agroecology & Sustainable Food Systems (CASFS). 

       "I saw hundreds of miles of greenhouses," Los Huertos said of a three-week tour of the Chinese countryside that followed the Nanjing conference. "Their fertility is terribly managed, but it's cheap. If they can figure out how to get their produce here fast enough, the Chinese could outcompete U.S. farmers in no time at all." 

       Convinced that U.S. farmers have a huge stake in regulations that would force global competitors to clean up their act, too, Los Huertos is eager to increase public understanding of agriculture-related nitrogen pollution. 

       "My job is to prepare farmers for policies that might affect them, whether at the state, federal, or international level, so I went to China to get a sense of the international movement," said Los Huertos. 

       Nitrogen accumulation reduces biodiversity, acidifies soil and water, degrades coastal environments, reduces forest productivity, contributes to the greenhouse effect, and depletes the ozone. "Reactive nitrogen is so high in the developed world that we're polluting ourselves out of clean air, drinking water, and biodiversity," he said. 

       Although essential to life, nitrogen must be converted from a gas to a reactive form to be usable by most organisms, including plants. The accumulation of reactive nitrogen in the environment is largely a result of the conversion of enormous quantities of nitrogen into fertilizers that are used in the production of food and fiber. Reactive nitrogen is also a by-product of fossil fuel combustion for transportation and energy production. 

       A significant portion of nitrogen in fertilizer is never taken up by plants and instead runs off, contributing to the "cascade" of atmospheric and aquatic nitrogen accumulating in many regions of the world--even as most of Africa and parts of South America and Asia suffer from a deficiency of reactive nitrogen in the soil. 

       In Nanjing, about 800 conference participants approved the "Nanjing Declaration on Nitrogen Management," which urges the United Nations Environment Program to promote understanding of the nitrogen cycle, assess consequences of its disturbance, provide policy advice and early-warning information, and promote international cooperation. 

       With CASFS Director Carol Shennan, a professor of environmental studies at UCSC, Los Huertos monitors nitrogen in several important waterways along the Central Coast, including the Pajaro River and around the Elkhorn Slough, one of the largest remaining tidal wetlands in California. Nitrogen levels in Central Coast agricultural watersheds have steadily increased since the 1950s, when levels of <1 ppm were typical, according to state records compiled by Los Huertos. Today, Los Huertos regularly documents levels of 10 ppm in May and 20 ppm in the fall in the Pajaro River. Drinking water standards allow for a maximum of 10 ppm. 

       Unlike some coastal areas where fertilizer runoff has wiped out marine life, Monterey Bay circulates the ocean water and flushes nutrients through the ecosystem. This mixing and upwelling makes it difficult for scientists to assess how nitrogen runoff affects the bay, but it certainly has a role in the freshwater streams, according to Los Huertos. 

       "We know we have excess nitrogen on the Central Coast, and farmers and the state and federal government are struggling with finding ways to control polluted runoff," said Los Huertos. 

       In other coastal areas, runoff from nitrate-based fertilizers has had devastating consequences. In the Gulf of Mexico, a 5,000-square-mile area from the mouth of the Mississippi River almost to the Texas border is overrun with nitrates each summer, triggering an algae bloom that severely reduces oxygen levels until late September. 

       Researchers, including Los Huertos, have been working with government regulators to address the problem. The debate centers on whether to take a "carrot or stick" approach, observed Los Huertos. 

       California is considering a permit-like approach that would encourage farmers to take "short courses" to learn about nitrogen pollution, to adopt a water-quality protection plan, or to monitor their farm's discharge-or pay someone else to monitor it. 

       Los Huertos described two intriguing programs he learned about at the Nanjing conference. A program run by American Farmland Trust in the corn belt rewards farmers who reduce their use of fertilizer by allowing them to bank the financial savings with a guarantee that if their yields drop, they'll get their money back. No one has made a withdrawal, noted Los Huertos. 

       "Farmers are afraid to cut back on fertilizer because they're afraid their harvests will drop, but some of what they apply ends up in our waterways," he said. "This program gives farmers a low-risk incentive to cut back, and they're seeing that it's okay. They realize excess fertilizer hasn't benefited their crops. They might as well have been pouring that money down the drain." 

       A more punitive program run by the Nebraska Resource Conservation District fines farmers who overfertilize and contaminate wells to the point that the water becomes undrinkable. 

       "Farming is a ruthless business, and you have to be smart to make it," noted Los Huertos. "Margins are tight, and the risks are high, but the most successful growers are innovators. We have to find ways to ease the transition for growers who have become accustomed to using fertilizer in excess of crop needs. And we need to find ways to reduce the amount of nitrate that reaches sensitive habitats and sources of drinking water." 

       - - - - 

       CONTACT INFORMATION 

       Marc Los Huertos may be reached at 831-459-4926 or via e-mail at marcos@ucsc.edu. For media assistance, contact Jennifer McNulty, UCSC Media Relations 831-459-2495, jmcnulty@ucsc.edu. 

       This release is available on the web at: press.ucsc.edu 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

AFP

Experts: Toilet Taboo Endangers Global Health
Nov. 29, 2004 — Long-held silence over the taboo subject of toilets is taking its toll on global health and holding back developing countries, hygiene experts warned recently at a world toilet summit in Beijing. 

"The toilet is a subject that people don't want to discuss because it is seen as quite disgusting," said Jack Sim, founder of the Singapore-based World Toilet Organization that is behind the fourth annual World Toilet Summit. 

"But the price of not discussing toilets is that people suffer from smelly toilets, dirty toilets, dysfunctional toilets or even no toilets," he told AFP. 

Some 400 delegates, including town planners, environment and hygiene experts and toilet designers from around the world, have gathered in Beijing for the three-day event. 

The summit, with the theme of "human, environment and living," aims to focus on improving global lavatories by using better management, design and technology, including energy-efficient and environmentally friendly toilets. 

Experts said toilets and sanitation were important development issues that had long been neglected but were in many ways more important than economic problems. 

"Development does not mean high-rise buildings, airplanes, many people having cars," said S.P. Srivastava, a social scientist at Lucknow University in India. 

"Development means people having basic necessities, basic facilities that improve the quality of life." 

Bindeshwar Pathak, founder of Salabh International, a nongovernmental organization which focuses on sanitation, said 700 million people have no toilets in India, forcing them to defecate in the open and spread diseases. 

"And ladies suffer most because they have to go either before sunrise or after sunset, ... it is very difficult for them," he said, adding that the topic deserved more serious attention. 

"Such an important subject has been neglected by society ...," he said. 

According to the United Nations Environment Program, about 2.4 billion people globally do not have access to latrines. As a result, the main source of water contamination in developing countries is human faeces, allowing parasites, bacteria and viruses to get into drinking water and cause diseases, it said. 

In Asia's major rivers, counts of dangerous bacteria from faeces can be 50 times higher than the guidelines set by World Health Organization, it said. 

In the absence of clean toilets in rural areas of developing countries, children easily get ill. Because of this, their education also suffers and poverty is inevitably exacerbated, Sim said. 

"We're trying to bring these unspoken issues onto the stage and make toilets a mainstream subject," he said. 

"In the past, there were women's liberation, leprosy, AIDS, the sexual revolution — all these are taboos that have been broken. The toilet problem is probably the last one," he said. 

The World Toilet Organization, which promotes itself as a global body for coordinating and promoting sanitation issues, said Beijing had been chosen to host the summit to highlight its efforts in transforming its lavatories. 

"They have done so much to spruce up the toilets in Beijing," he said. "I think we could showcase that with political will, any city can transform from not-so-good to very good." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mail and Guardian
Farming for tourists

As the pressures of urban living increase, more city people are looking for places where they can find peace, solitude and a release from stress. New developments aimed at meeting their needs are taking place around the country, but often they cause environmental and social degradation. Ecotourism can be big business, but if it is uncontrolled and ad hoc it can also destroy its own resource base.

Many agricultural farms, particularly large farms in the Karoo, are looking into setting up recreational trails, with accommodation in rustic huts or campsites.

“With ecotourism developing as one of the fastest-growing sectors within the tourism industry, and with the compatibility of ecotourism with farming, the marrying of the two activities is a logical conclusion,” says Professor Leon Hugo, of the Centre for Ecotourism at the University of Pretoria.

According to Hugo, developing a trail is both a science and an art, and there is a lot to consider in order to provide a quality product. Considerations such as the positioning of overnight huts in well-appointed surroundings, and ensuring any swimming holes along the route are reached at the right time of day for the hikers to benefit from them, are all part of the process.

A number of years ago Robin and Hilary Steven-Jennings decided to promote ecotourism on their farm Hillandale, north-east of Beaufort West. With extensive mountain terrain, riverine bush and rolling grasslands, they realised the farm had potential but they needed some guidance on how to lay down trails in an ecologically friendly manner. So they contacted the Centre for Ecotourism and asked for an eco-trail feasibility study. 

“Our goal was to develop a trail system that would be accessible to the average city family,” Robin Steven-Jennings explains.

They wanted to provide visitors with an experience illustrating all aspects of life on Hillandale farm, without causing environmental or social degradation, as well as to promote the conservation goals of the owners. The planning procedure was based on the Ecotourism Development Model developed by the University of Pretoria, which in turn was based on ecotourism development procedures of the United Nations Environmental Programme and the World Wide Fund for Nature.

There are many alternatives when it comes to developing ecotourism activities, including hiking, mountain biking, horse trails, 4x4 trails, as well as special interests such as bird and game watching, farmyard activities, tracking wildlife, and African mythology. These and others were covered in the report on Hillandale, which gave the owners a range of choices.

After considering the level of involvement they could afford, the couple decided to concentrate on self-guided hiking, mountain biking and 4x4 trails. With the help of the report, they developed three main hiking trails and a network of shorter routes. Overnight bush-camps have been constructed in two locations, each with a design that suits the locality.

The accommodation consists of huts made of natural stone, blending into the surroundings. Each camp is designed to sleep 12 ecotourists in separate huts or rooms containing two bunk beds. At each site, there is a small toilet and an open-air cold water shower, as well as a communal entertainment and cooking area.

Every effort has been made to keep the surroundings as natural as possible and even the tanks, which store water for the bush-camps, have been encased in a surround made of natural rock. Water for each site is pumped into these tanks by a windmill in the same manner as a farm dam operates. 

Most of the work for the feasibility study was done at the University of Pretoria, with members of the assessment team visiting the farm twice — once to do the basic planning, and then to lay out the actual trails. The trails were laid out in such a way that they can be hiked by children and senior citizens, taking into account participants’ enjoyment rather than being a test of endurance and strength. 

Existing farm tracks are the obvious choice when planning routes for recreational vehicles, as this cuts down the expense and environmental destruction caused by creating new ones. The tracks can be extended by linking them with ones on neighbouring farms, enabling them to be turned into routes long enough for a drive of reasonable duration.

Hillandale achieved this by providing three separate routes varying in length from 34km to 64km, and taking in both riverine and mountain driving conditions and scenery. Mountain bike enthusiasts can tackle the same routes as well as a few others, depending on the level of difficulty desired.

“The 4x4 routes are the most popular,” says Robin Steven-Jennings, adding that people in recreational vehicles are more likely than those in normal sedans to travel further to pursue their favourite pastime.

Accommodation on the 4x4 route is sited in an acacia thorn thicket on the banks of the Krom River, where there is a choice of a campsite or a hut built of local stone. Amenities are basic but sufficient and include braai areas, a long drop toilet, cold water shower, and tables and chairs made from local slate, which cleverly enhance the rustic atmosphere.

Before investing in such a venture, landowners should consider their location and ability to offer visitors something different.

“Although the hiking trails haven’t really paid for themselves yet, I am confident that the Karoo is becoming more popular and we will start seeing some financial benefit in the near future,” says Robin Steven-Jennings.

According to Professor Hugo, the position of hiking trails — and, to a lesser extent, 4x4 trails — in relation to larger urban areas is an important consideration. “If a trail is near a densely populated area, people don’t obtain the feeling of getting away from it all. If it is far, it should preferably offer something special or have alternative activities as an extra attraction.”

Many ecotourists use weekends and public holidays to follow their pastime, so travelling time is an important factor. “The optimum distance is between two and two-and-a-half hours’ drive away from a major centre,” Hugo says. 

Publicity and marketing plays a very important role in the success of a trail. Through experience, the Steven-Jenningses have realised this must be aimed directly at the specific market for which the trails cater, such as hiking or 4x4 magazines, books and web sites, rather than in media that cater for general public interest.

Speak to the experts
Unlike in Europe, where people can hike just about wherever they like without paying, hiking in South Africa has developed into a well-organised industry where there is a dynamic relationship between the hikers (the demand side of the industry) and the trail owners (the supply side). Although the hikers are fairly well-organised, the owners of trails tend to do their own thing, with 
little quality control.

This situation led to the formation of the South African Hiking Trail Owners Association. It provides a forum for owners to share information and develop mutual benefits such as an accreditation system, corporate marketing, research on market trends, etc. It also has a website – www.trailinfo.co.za – where hikers can lodge their concerns about and appreciation of specific trails and raise general aspects on the provision of trails.

The association has an interim steering committee under the chairmanship of Professor Leon Hugo of the University of Pretoria, with representatives of the Hiking Federation of South Africa, South African National Parks, the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Backpacker Pty Ltd, Jacana Country Homes and Trails, and Safcol.

For more information on getting a trail accredited, consult the website or contact Professor Hugo at the University of Pretoria on 
(012) 420-4111 or leon.hugo@up.ac.za

For further information on Hillandale farm and trails, contact Robin and Hilary Steven-Jennings at (023) 416-1714

____________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS
Pakistani Soccer Ball Industry Sets Up Green Goals 

LAHORE, Pakistan, November 29, 2004 (ENS) - A majority of the world’s soccer balls will be produced in an environmentally friendly manner under the terms of a declaration adopted unanimously on Friday at a UN sponsored forum on environmental responsibility in the sports industry. 

The statement was agreed at the Third Global Forum for Sports and Environment held in Lahore and Sialkot from November 24 to 26. The event was organized by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the Global Sports Alliance, and the Pakistan based Irfan Group of companies. The event introduces the celebration of 2005 as the United Nations Year of Sport and Physical Education. 

Greener balls will roll out of Pakistan, manufacturers pledge. (Photo courtesy Pakistan Football Federation)

Leaders of the Sialkot sporting goods industry, which produces 60 percent of the world's hand-stitched soccer balls, pledged to reduce and improve the use of water and energy during production. 

They will introduce cleaner technology, reduce the amount of toxic and chemical waste and other pollutants in production facilities and raise environmental awareness and action among company workers. 

By agreeing to the Lahore Declaration, the soccer ball makers indicated they would include the environment as a key factor in their non-financial reporting. 

"If it is not yet a standard part of their non-financial reporting, there are many examples of how organizations and companies are minimizing waste and incorporating environmental principles into their activities," UNEP Communications Director Eric Falt told the conference. 

"Ski resort operators, mountain biking groups, sports facility architects, parks and recreation departments and major sporting goods manufacturers like Nike, Mizuno and Patagonia are among a growing number of proponents of greater sustainability," Falt said. 

Sialkot soccer balls generate US$ 1 billion in retail sales annually. The industry has proved in the past that it is willing to make changes to improve its child labor record. Environmental responsibility is the industry's next big step forward. 

"Leaders have courageously tackled the issue of child labor in recent years and have committed to continue to improve working and environmental standards in line with the UN Global Compact initiated by Secretary-General Kofi Annan," UNEP said in a statement. The announcement refers to Annan’s initiative to promote better business practices in human rights, labor, the environment and the fight against corruption. 

In 1997, the International Labor Organization formed a partnership with the Sialkot Chamber of Commerce and Industry and UNICEF to eliminate child labor in Sialkot's soccer ball industry. The Punjab government outlawed child labor and business leaders set up a social safety net for ex-child laborers, putting more than 10,000 of them through a program of education and technical training. 

BBC

UN plan demands more intervention 
The UN should be reformed to make intervention in failing states easier, a commission is set to recommend. 
The panel, which has examined how the UN could respond better to global threats, also calls for the Security Council to be enlarged, the BBC has learned. 
The report has been called the "biggest make-over" of the UN since 1945. 
It is thought that if the UN shows greater readiness to act, unilateralism by member states would be less likely. 
A year ago, in the wake of the international divisions over Iraq, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan warned the UN was at a "fork in the road". 
He said the organisation had to review its fundamental policies in order to address the increasing threats of global terrorism, weapons of mass destruction and nuclear proliferation. 

	


UN operations, finances and spending
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At-a-glance



He asked a panel of 16 veteran diplomats and politicians, chaired by former Thai Prime Minister Anand Panyarachun, to examine ways the UN should be reformed. 
The route the panel is set to advocate is much more interventionist, moving away from the UN's traditional emphasis that it cannot meddle in the internal affairs of a member state. 
Pre-emptive 
The BBC has been told that among the panel's main findings are calls for a peace-building commission to be established to monitor potential trouble spots, offer help and advice, give warnings and prepare the way for armed intervention as a last resort. 
The panel wants member states to accept a new obligation - a "responsibility to protect" their own citizens. 
If they failed to do so, then intervention by the Security Council would be much more likely than under current UN procedures. 
At the moment, the Council can order intervention, and a member state can act in self-defence, if there is an imminent threat. The Council can declare a threat to international security but the definition is vague and the procedure unwieldy. 
This report recommends that the Council should be more willing to act pre-emptively, though according to five strict criteria: 
· the threat should be defined 

· the purpose of intervention should be clear 

· it should be a last resort, 

· the means should be proportionate 

· the consequences should be examined 

Whether the Council would in fact take action would depend on what the crisis was and how it voted. The UN would not have its own peace-keeping force, although several members of the panel wanted this. 
Broad definition 
Among the other main findings, the panel suggests threats to international security should be defined widely and should include poverty, pandemics like Aids and environmental disasters, not just threats from weapons of mass destruction, wars and failed states. 
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	Panel's members 

Anand Panyarachun (Chairman), former Prime Minister of Thailand 

Robert Badinter (France) 

Joao Clemente Baena Soares (Brazil) 

Gro Harlem Brundtland (Norway) 

Mary Chinery-Hesse (Ghana) 

Gareth Evans (Australia) 

Lord David Hannay (United Kingdom) 

Enrique Iglesias (Uruguay) 

Amre Moussa (Egypt) 

Satish Nambiar (India) 

Sadako Ogata (Japan) 

Yevgenii Primakov (Russia) 

Qian Qichen (China) 

Nafis Sadik (Pakistan) 

Salim Ahmed Salim (Tanzania) 

Brent Scowcroft (United States) 


The Security Council should be enlarged from 15 members to 24 - the five permanent members, the US, Russia, China, the UK and France, should keep their seats and their vetoes (any changes to that would simply not be agreed, it was felt). 
The panel does not, however, recommend how this should be achieved and simply offers two models. In the first, there would be more permanent members without a veto. In the second there would be some semi-permanent members who must be voted onto the Council every four years. 
Terrorism would be defined for the first time and should be made part of an international convention. Terrorism would mean any action targeted against non-combatants and civilians. 
To help stop the spread of nuclear weapons, countries wanting fuel for their nuclear power should have automatic rights to get supplies under the International Atomic Energy Agency so long as they complied with inspection regimes. 
These inspections should themselves be drastically tightened up. The system would work rather as the International Monetary Fund does where members have drawing rights on currencies. 
Regional organisation like the African Union should be strengthened. Any peacekeeping operation should be funded by the UN itself and member states should pay automatically. 
The G8 group of countries should be expanded and changed. One idea put forward is that membership of the G8, which is made up only of the rich, should be widened to 20 bringing in developing countries. 
The UN Human Rights Commission should be re-invigorated with more human rights activists and fewer diplomats on members' delegations. 
The report will now be considered by the Secretary General and then by the member states. 
Any institutional changes are likely to come only slowly but the thrust is clear - the UN must reform or lose its role. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Study finds benefits in GM crops

By Richard Black

BBC environment correspondent

Bright and previous GM studies

GM crops are no more harmful to the environment than conventional plant varieties, a major UK study has found.

The Bright project looked at varieties of sugar beet and winter oil-seed rape which had been engineered to make them tolerant of specific herbicides.

The novel crops were compared with non-GM cereals grown in rotation.

The project concluded that the GM varieties, used in this way, did not deplete the soil of weed seeds needed by many birds and other wildlife.

The findings of the Botanical and Rotational Implications of Genetically Modified Herbicide Tolerance (Bright) Link project were released on Monday

QUICK GUIDE

GM Food

Bright was designed to mimic normal agricultural practice, and measure how these GM crops would perform when used in a typical crop rotation pattern over four years.

Not only did the project find no evidence of seed depletion, it also pointed to potential benefits for farmers of growing the GM crops.

There do appear to be a number of reasons why farmers might be quite interested in growing these crops

Dr Jeremy Sweet, Bright scientific co-ordinator

"What we have shown is that in the case of these two crops, there are ways of managing them which are quite practical, and farmers can deal with them quite readily," the study's scientific co-ordinator Dr Jeremy Sweet told BBC News.

"There appear to be some management advantages in the flexibility of the herbicide usage; there could well be cost-benefit advantages, depending on the price of the herbicides and seeds when the crops are commercialised.

"So there do appear to be a number of reasons why farmers might be quite interested in growing these crops."

However, there is little prospect of GM crops being introduced into the UK in the short-term.

Distant option

THE BRIGHT LINK PROJECT
Four-year study on relatively large plots (0.25-0.5 hectares)

Studied GM winter rape and beet grown in rotation patterns

Outcomes compared with plots of conventional plants

GM crops tolerant to glyphosate or glufosinate herbicides

One rape had cross-bred resistance to imidazolinone

Studied numbers and diversity of weed seeds left in soil

Looked for emergence of multi-herbicide-resistant plants

Earlier this year another major trial, the Farm-Scale Evaluations or FSEs, found that two GM varieties, a sugar beet and a spring rape, were more damaging to biodiversity than conventional crops.

There were fewer insect groups, such as bees and butterflies, recorded among the novel plants.

A GM maize, on the other hand, appeared to do better than its conventional cousin.

Following the FSE results, Environment Secretary Margaret Beckett announced that companies wishing to bring GM crops into the UK would have to go through a long approval process.

THE BRIGHT FINDINGS

GM crops showed increase weed seeds over 4 years

Weed seed diversity in soil similar in GM and non-GM

Advantages seen in GM in reduced weed control costs

GM crops offered greater flexibility in spray timing

Emerging multi-herbicide-resistant crops controllable

Subsequently, Bayer CropScience, the only company with outstanding applications for government permission, withdrew those applications.

Nevertheless, Bright will help biotech companies and proponents of GM agriculture argue that the crops should not be banned on environmental grounds.

The European Union has indicated that member countries will in the future have to base decisions on whether or not to permit GM agriculture on science rather than public opinion.

Public opposition

However, Emily Diamand, senior farming researcher with the anti-GM Friends of the Earth (FoE), was sceptical that Bright really had mimicked normal farming practice.

She told BBC News: "It was done at agricultural research centres, and real farmers never do things in the same way as they are done on research stations.

FARM-SCALE EVALUATIONS

GM tests show wildlife danger

Q&A: GM farm-scale trials

"Its findings are only as useful as the questions it asks - there are so many other things to be considered with GM crops, such as the effect on the soil, gene transfer to other plants, and the social and health impact."

GM opponents have also pointed to results in the study which highlighted the emergence of multi-herbicide-resistance in "volunteer" plants.

Volunteers are plants that grow from spilt seed in the previous rotation and can breed with other herbicide tolerant crops in a new rotation to produce progeny with "combinations of herbicide tolerance".

These plants could lead to farmers having to use stronger, or combinations of, weed killers if they wanted to get rid of them, campaigners said.

"These experiments show that, practically, it will be very difficult to grow GM with non-GM - the issue of co-existence," FoE's Clare Oxborrow explained.

"With oilseed rape they found that up to 1,000 seeds on average per metre squared were actually surviving in the soil. This has huge implications for things like contamination of non-GM crops and for giving consumers choice."

A UK government spokesman said of the Bright findings: "It's valuable research, and complements the Farm-Scale Evaluations.

"It provides some valuable results and we'll ask Acre (the government's advisory panel on GM crops, the Advisory Committee on Releases to the Environment) to evaluate it, and we'll take it from there."

More than half of Britons who took part in the "GM Nation" survey last year said GM crops should never be introduced in the UK under any circumstances.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Blair Urges Dialogue With US on Climate Change

UK: November 30, 2004

LONDON - Prime Minister Tony Blair on Monday urged a new international dialogue with the United States on climate change, weeks before Britain takes over the presidency of the G8 group of industrialised nations.

"The most important thing is to try to get a dialogue with America on how we recognise both the scale of the problem on greenhouse gas emissions and a process that enables us to confront and deal with it," Blair told a news conference.

The US, the world's biggest polluter, withdrew in 2001 from the Kyoto Protocol which aims to reduce manmade atmospheric pollutants known as greenhouse gases -- said by scientists to cause global warming.

Blair has vowed to make tackling global warming a priority of Britain's G8 presidency, but acknowledges there is little prospect of Washington signing up to the Kyoto Protocol.

Signatories are legally bound to meet quantitative targets for reducing or limiting emissions of greenhouse gases. Scientists say carbon dioxide released from burning oil, coal and gas in power plants and cars is the main cause of global warming.

The US argued the Kyoto agreement was too expensive and unfairly exempted developing but fast-industrialising nations like India and China.

Russia formally ratified the Kyoto accord earlier this month, clearing the way for it to come into force in February 2005.

Blair, criticised at home for his close relationship with US President George W. Bush, said Britain disagreed with the United States on its refusal to sign up to the pact.

But he said he was looking for new ways of working with Washington on environmental issues.

"I hope that through the G8 process we can get back into dialogue on it ... what I am trying to do is find a different way forward in order to handle this issue," said Blair.

He said that however unpopular the United States was for its stance, any meaningful action on trying to prevent climate change had to have Washington's participation.

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters
Birdflu Far More Deadly than SARS, WHO Says

CHINA: November 30, 2004

HONG KONG - The bird flu virus is far more lethal than the SARS virus that struck Asia last year and could unleash a pandemic that could kill as many as 50 million people, a World Health Organization official said on Monday.

A WHO estimate last week that H5N1 could infect up to 30 percent of the world's population and kill between two and seven million people was a conservative estimate, said Shigeru Omi, regional director of WHO's Western Pacific Regional Office.

"The maximum range is more ... maybe 20 to 50 million people," Omi said in a speech in Hong Kong.

"It will be incomparable to SARS," he said, referring to the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome epidemic that killed 800 people around the world in 2003.

While SARS had a mortality rate of around 15 percent, the deadly H5N1 strain of bird flu kills up to a third of the people it infects. H5N1 has proven to be versatile and is now able to latch itself onto more hosts, Omi said.

"It has gone through huge genetic changes and become more pathogenic. It has affected not only birds, but cats, pigs and tigers ... ducks are now playing a more important role," Omi said.

The virus has killed 32 people in Thailand and Vietnam this year and millions of chickens, ducks and other birds have been culled across Asia.

POULTRY SLAUGHTERING BAN

Almost all the human bird flu victims in Hong Kong, Thailand and Vietnam fell ill after direct contact with sick chickens.

With the illness now endemic in poultry farms, experts fear it will only be a matter of time before the disease mutates into a form that can leap between humans and sweep through populations with no immunity. Pigs are seen as a likely next step.

Infected ducks now display no symptoms of the disease but shed huge amounts of the virus in their faeces, a source of concern because ducks and chickens are often kept together in Asia and this could give rise to cross infection.

Two US companies and a Japanese firm are working on a vaccine against H5N1 and clinical trials on its efficacy and safety have begun, Omi said. But he cautioned people against thinking that vaccines were a cure-all.

"Vaccines are very useful in reducing the scale of a pandemic but it is not a magic blitz in averting a pandemic," Omi said.

Due to commercial reasons, mass production of vaccines would only start after a pandemic begins, which means it would only reach the public after a time-lag of at least five to six months.

Hong Kong said on Monday it may ban shopkeepers from slaughtering poultry in its battle against the virus.

Hong Kong scientists have been fighting to end the widespread practice of killing live chickens in markets since 1997, when the H5N1 virus first spread to humans and killed six people in the territory.

A food department spokeswoman said the government might set up a central abattoir or restrict slaughtering to a few areas.

Strong opposition from the poultry industry has prevented the government from stopping stall holders in markets from selling live chickens and ducks and slaughtering them in front of customers.

Hong Kong people like their food fresh and often shop in markets where they can pick the birds they want and have them killed on the spot. Many of the chickens are from mainland China.

Story by Tan Ee Lyn

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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UNEP/UN in the news

Country to Host Regional Forum on Environment

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): The city of Luanda will host in 2005 the Forum of the African Civil Society on Environment that will tackle the matters related to poverty, armed conflicts, solid residues and drainage. The decision is expressed at the final communiqué of a meeting among environmentalists held from 17 to 18 of this month in Nairobi, Kenya, and the country was represented by the Angolan Ecological Youth (JEA). According to Constantino Mendes, Head of the JEA's Interchange Department, the Luanda's meeting will take place under the auspices of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). At the Nairobi's meeting, JEA proposed the creation of an aid fund to facilitate the participation of the developing countries' civil society organizations in events of this kind. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411290960.html
Access to safe water, sanitation key to progress in MDGs, says WHO
Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Universal access to safe water and sanitation will underpin progress in the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) target for safe water and sanitation by 2015, WHO Director General Jong-wook Lee told delegates to a five-day Global WASH Forum that opened here Monday. In a message read on his behalf by WHO Regional Director for Africa, Ebrahim Samba, Lee said such progress must involve the "more equitable distribution of benefits and the reduction of poverty." He said globally there were about four billion episodes of diarrhoea causing an estimated 1.8 million deaths every year. "At the same time, we are faced with 1.3 million deaths due to malaria, 160 million people infected with schistosomiasis and 500 million people at risk to Trachoma," the WHO chief added. He said meeting the MDG target for access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation would lead to reduction of diarrhoea morbidity and mortality by 10 percent, with other interventions achieving reductions by 50 percent or more in order to reverse existing trends. According to Lee, the International Water Day for 2005 slogan - "Make every mother and child count" - emphasizes present day realities that "the health of women and children merits greater priority, if we want to achieve our global goals and targets." Meanwhile, UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan in his own message said the UN supports the Global WASH (Water, Sanitation and Hygiene) Forum's efforts at helping to place clean water, basic sanitation and good hygiene issues in the public consciousness and on the political agenda. He expressed the hope "that one day the world will no longer have to face the dire consequences of inadequate access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation, the burden of disease, the unacceptably high death toll, especially of children, the suffering and time lost by women in fetching water and the heavy economic and social costs borne by some of the poorest countries." http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064399&dte=29/11/2004
Achieving MDGs must focus on slums - Habitat
Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) would remain a distant dream if stakeholders failed to focus on slums that abound in the world's cities, the chair of Global WASH (Water, Sanitation and Hygiene) Forum warned here Monday. In a keynote address at the opening of a five-day Global WASH Forum, the Executive Director of UN-HABITAT, Anna K. Tibaijuka, emphasized that official statistics often disguised the real problem of the poor in cities and towns. More than 400 delegates at the Forum are discussing the problem of lack of safe sanitation, which organizers said "deprives hundreds of millions of people, not only of health, but of energy, time, dignity and quality of life." The forum seeks to accelerate action in water, sanitation and hygiene towards achieving the MDGs by 2015. "While poverty is the underlying theme of all MDGs, Tibaijuka emphasized that "water, particularly for the poor, provides an entry point for action to achieve each of these goals" and this view has been given prominence at all major conferences concerning the MDGs. "Shelter and human settlements provide a concrete context for this action. The struggle for achieving the Millennium Development Goal for water will have to be waged in human settlements -- in our cities, towns and villages, where water will be consumed and wastes generated," Tibaijuka told the delegates. As the world prepares for a new decade, "Water for Life -- 2005-2015", Tibaijuka suggested that "we need to bring awareness among the people and politicians of what it means when large sections of society are denied safe water and basic sanitation. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064397&dte=29/11/2004
General Environment News

Senegalese minister deplores failure of water decade
Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Senegal's justice minister Serigne Diop has deplored the failure to reach the objectives set under the 1981-1990 global water supply decade, in spite of isolated cases in several countries. Diop said this in Dakar Monday as he opened the World WASH Forum on the theme "Water, Sanitation and Hygiene for All - Local and National Actions." Consequently, the minister said, Africa, where 300 million people lack potable water and 313 million others have no access to sanitation services, cannot conserve the achievements the continent had reached in water and sanitation. "Africa's health problems are generally due to negligence of water and sanitation problems," Diop said, adding that environmental issues also cause political difficulties for governments. "The prevalence of water-borne disease is also corollary to that situation," said Diop, who pleaded for the definition of a new water supply and sanitation strategy. Diop said that to achieve the objectives of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in the water and sanitation sector, the Senegalese government has drawn a new strategy contained in study to be submitted to donors in March 2005. Its objective is to accelerate the application of measures to assure sufficient water supply so as to achieve the MDGs, the minister said, insisting the need to make pupils in schools to systematically adopt simple hygienic habits like the washing f hands. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064431&dte=29/11/2004
Benin bans imports of unleaded fuel
Cotonou, Benin (PANA) - Benin has banned the importing and distribution of unleaded gasoline in the country starting from 1 January 2005, official sources have said According to the sources, licence holders for importing, storing and distribution of petrol products and by-products are required to abide by the ban against unleaded fuel by the announced date. The move was taken to reduce air pollution in the country, the sources added.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng064401&dte=29/11/2004
Environment: Gov'ts Put On Notice to Halt Biodiversity Loss

Inter Press Service (Johannesburg): A major conservation body put governments on notice Thursday at the closing of a global environmental conference, warning them of the need to take concrete measures by 2010 to save the planet from unprecedented loss of plant and animal species. "The international community committed itself at the Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development (in 2002) to reverse the loss of biodiversity by 2010," said Achim Steiner, director general of the World Conservation Union or IUCN. "And the year 2010, again, has emerged at this congress as the milestone against which we need to hold governments accountable for the promises they made in Johannesburg," he told a press conference at the end of IUCN's week-long 3rd World Conservation Congress. "The danger and the signs presented at this World Conservation Congress are nothing short of the dramatic need to act (to protect biodiversity). We will monitor every day till 2010 - to meet this basic target," Steiner told reporters. The IUCN congress brought together 81 states, 114 government agencies, 800 plus non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and some 10,000 scientists and experts from 181 countries. It was billed as the world's largest conference on the environment. At the start of the congress on Nov. 17, IUCN gave an alarming prognosis of the world. It revealed in its 'Red List of Threatened Species' that global biodiversity was shrinking at an unprecedented rate and that 15,589 plant and animal species face extinction. IUCN's 'Red List' is the most comprehensive scientific assessment of species at risk of dying out, and includes concrete measures to slow or reverse their extinction. By the time the global conference ended, 100 resolutions and recommendations on critical conservation policies and actions were voted.  The closing of the 3rd IUCN World Congress also saw the election former South African environmental affairs and tourism minister Valli Moosa as the new president of the world body. Moosa takes over from outgoing Yolanda Kakabadse, who was IUCN president for eight years. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411290490.html
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El Protocolo de Kyoto y la revolución industrial 

 

Por Klaus Töepfer 
Para LA NACION

Cuando los historiadores revean el proceso de transformación industrial de principios del siglo XXI, la entrada en vigor del Protocolo de Kyoto se presentará como un momento definitorio. Los escépticos argumentan que el Protocolo impone caros e innecesarios compromisos y que impedirá el progreso económico. Nada podría estar más alejado de la realidad. De hecho, el Protocolo reforzará las tendencias económicas e industriales existentes. 

Si se nos pidiera describir el mundo a mediados del siglo XXI, ¿quién imaginaría fábricas despidiendo agentes contaminantes? ¿Quién supondría la imagen de un auto que usara una excesiva cantidad de combustible? ¿Quién describiría economías basadas en la sobreexplotación de recursos naturales no renovables? 

El escenario más probable es un mundo donde la competencia y el progreso tecnológico hayan mejorado de manera espectacular la eficiencia industrial y promovido la producción más limpia y la reducción al mínimo de los desperdicios. El Protocolo acelerará la llegada de esta economía mundial por medio del envío de una señal temprana a los productores y a los consumidores, haciéndoles saber que el freno a las emisiones de gas que provocan el efecto invernadero será recompensado financieramente. 

El Protocolo no irá contra la corriente, sino que abrirá una puerta. Pero ante todo, los formuladores de políticas de hoy deben honestamente confrontar el conflicto entre el corto plazo, las preocupaciones defensivas de ciertos sectores económicos y los más amplios intereses económicos y medioambientales de la sociedad en su conjunto. 

Es cierto, habrá perdedores en el mercado, en la misma medida en que habrá ganadores. Pero, para la humanidad en su conjunto, beneficios económicos y tecnológicos enormes estarán a nuestro alcance. Este panorama optimista se apoya en la vasta bibliografía sobre tecnología y economía evaluada por el Grupo Intergubernamental de Expertos sobre Cambio Climático (IPCC), el que es patrocinado en forma conjunta por el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (Pnuma) y la Organización Meteorológica Mundial (OMM). 

Investigadores de primera línea confirman que las políticas gubernamentales bien diseñadas, orientadas hacia el mercado, pueden reducir las emisiones de gas que provocan el efecto invernadero y, al mismo tiempo, generar beneficios económicos. Estos beneficios incluyen sistemas energéticos más efectivos con respecto a sus costos, mayor innovación tecnológica, menores gastos en subsidios inapropiados y mercados más eficientes. El corte de las emisiones disminuirá también los daños generados por estos costosos problemas, como los efectos de la contaminación ambiental sobre la salud. 

La participación constructiva de las empresas en el alcance de los objetivos fijados por el Protocolo de Kyoto para las emisiones será vital. Algunas de las primeras empresas en responder positivamente al desafío del cambio climático han sido las aseguradoras, que son vulnerables a los impactos provocados por el cambio climático, y los productores de energía limpia, quienes ven oportunidades claras en el mercado. 

Pero virtualmente todos los sectores empresariales tienen su parte en la participación activa. Afortunadamente, muchas empresas han sido previsoras y están anticipando la necesidad de reducir emisiones, estableciendo sus propias metas de amplitud de las emisiones al invertir en productos, servicios y procesos productivos que no dañan el medio ambiente. 

Mientras tanto, muchos gobiernos locales han adoptado sus propias políticas de cambio climático, a menudo con ambiciones aún mayores que las de sus gobiernos nacionales. Las autoridades locales de las ciudades tienen una importancia crítica, dado su papel en el manejo de las empresas de energía, transporte público y otras actividades productoras de emisiones en el sector público. Otros componentes de la sociedad civil, incluyendo las escuelas, grupos comunitarios, los medios de comunicación, las familias y los consumidores, también desempeñan un papel crucial. 

Por medio de la persuasión moral, la educación, el cambio de hábitos y las compras e inversiones racionales, los individuos pueden crear una diferencia real. La actividad cotidiana de la gente, donde quiera que sea, emite gases que provocan el efecto invernadero en su vida cotidiana, y el efecto acumulativo de pequeños cambios en sus decisiones puede ser enorme. 

El compromiso activo de vastos segmentos de la sociedad en la promoción de las metas del PK acelerará significativamente la transición hacia sociedades más eficientes energéticamente, tecnológicamente innovadoras y con un medio ambiente sostenible. Las economías industriales ya han enfrentado tales desafíos, desde el desorden financiero y la globalización de los mercados hasta las revoluciones tecnológicas y aun las secuelas de la guerra; cada vez, se adaptaron y prosperaron. No hay razón para que estas sociedades innovadoras y dinámicas no puedan enfrentar con valentía el desafío del cambio climático del mismo modo. 

El autor es director ejecutivo del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (Pnuma) 
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Annan repeats call for restraint in Ukraine over election crisis 

29 November - Repeating his call for restraint, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged all parties in Ukraine to avoid worsening the tumult over the disputed presidential elections in that country. 

A spokesman for Mr. Annan said the Secretary-General has been following “closely and with concern” developments in Ukraine over the weekend as that nation struggles to resolve the crisis that has developed over the run-off Presidential election on 21 November. 

“The Secretary-General notes that the Supreme Court is currently reviewing the matter, and calls on all concerned to be patient and to allow the constitutional process to continue,” Fred Eckhard said. “The legitimacy, accountability and transparency of Ukraine’s institutions are vital to the consolidation of its democracy.” 

The spokesman said Mr. Annan also reiterated his call on all sides to exercise maximum restraint and to refrain from divisive political statements that could endanger the stability of the country. 

“Respect by all for the unity of the Ukrainian nation, its sovereignty and territorial integrity are of utmost importance to Ukraine and to regional and international security,” Mr. Eckhard said. 

 UN nuclear watchdog calls for assurances from Iran about undeclared activities 

29 November - The United Nations agency entrusted with preventing the spread of nuclear weapons today welcomed Iran's decision to suspend all uranium enrichment activities and called on it to grant the access needed to provide "credible assurances" that is has not engaged in any undeclared nuclear activities. 

The resolution adopted by the International Atomic Energy Agency's (IAEA) Board of Governors in Vienna was the latest act in the saga that began last year when it became clear that Iran had for many years concealed its nuclear activities in breach of its legal obligations under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei has said the Agency has no proof that Iran's activities are linked to a nuclear weapons programme and Tehran consistently denies any such intent. But he said last week at the start of the Board's meeting that the Agency "is not yet in a position to conclude that there are no undeclared nuclear materials or activities in Iran." 

Today's vote came after Mr. ElBaradei informed the Board that a last stumbling block had been removed with Iran's withdrawal of a request to use up to 20 sets of centrifuge components for research and development. Uranium enriched by use of centrifuges can be used in making nuclear weapons, as well as for producing energy. 

He said he had received a letter from Tehran permitting the IAEA to place the 20 sets under Agency surveillance and pledging not to conduct any testing of them, and Agency inspectors had today put surveillance cameras in place to monitor them. 

Stressing the need for effective safeguards to prevent nuclear material being used for prohibited purposes, the resolution reasserted the IAEA's strong concern that Iran's policy of concealment up to October 2003 had led to many breaches of its obligations to comply with its NPT Safeguards Agreement, but noted that good progress had been made since then to correct those violations. 

It welcomed Mr. ElBaradei's intention to pursue his investigations "with a view to providing credible assurances regarding the absence of undeclared nuclear material and activities in Iran" and "underlines the continuing importance of Iran extending full and prompt cooperation to the Director-General in the above pursuit." 

In an earlier statement, the IAEA voiced "serious concern" over the production of a tiny amount of enriched uranium in the Republic of Korea (ROK), but also welcomed the corrective actions taken in the matter. The Seoul government informed the Agency in August of the production without its knowledge four years ago of milligram quantities of enriched uranium during vapour laser isotope separation experiments. 

"The failure of the Republic of Korea to report these activities in accordance with its safeguards agreements is of serious concern," the statement said. 

"At the same time, the Board noted that the quantities of nuclear material involved have not been significant, and that to date there is no indication that the undeclared experiments have continued," it added, urging the Seoul Government to continue its active cooperation with the Agency, in accordance with its treaty obligations. 

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK), the ROK's northern neighbour, withdrew from the NPT nearly two years ago and the IAEA has been unable to draw any conclusions about Pyongyang's nuclear activities since then. Mr. ElBaradei has called this withdrawal a dangerous precedent threatening the credibility of the non-proliferation regime. 

 UN envoy travelling to Iran for regional meeting on Iraq 

29 November - The top United Nations envoy for Iraq is heading to Iran for a meeting of interior ministers from Iraq and its neighbours, a UN spokesman said today. 

Yesterday, Ashraf Qazi concluded a visit to the Kurdistan area of Iraq where he met separately with Kurdistan Democratic Party leader Masoud Barazani and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan leader Jalal Talabani. 

He discussed with both the latest developments in Iraq and the UN role in helping the rebuilding process there, the spokesman said. The UN envoy also exchanged views on the security situation and the efforts to advance the political process as well as preparations for the country's national elections. 

Mr. Qazi also met with the prime minister of the Kurdish Region government in Erbil and the prime minister of the Kurdish Region government in Sulaimaniyah for talks that focused on the UN role in providing assistance to the region through projects carried out by UN agencies. 

Mr. Qazi told the two prime ministers in their separate meetings that the UN will spare no effort in supporting the reconstruction process in Iraq and highlighted the efforts the UN has already exerted to implement a number of vital projects in the areas of health, education, infrastructure among others. 

Kosovo Albanians must provide Serbs with sense of security – UN envoy 
29 November - Although security has improved significantly in Kosovo since March's deadly violence, the worst in the five years since the United Nations took over administering the ethnically-divided province, much work remains to be done to achieve the goals needed to settle its final status, the top UN envoy there said today. 

“One can expect and must demand real progress in the implementation of those standards that together contribute most to the establishment of a multi-ethnic Kosovo,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Søren Jessen-Petersen told the Security Council of the eight necessary goals. 

These include freedom of movement, rule of law, functioning local institutions, and the return and protection of the rights of minorities, particularly Serbs, in the province that has been under UN administration since 1999 when the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) drove Yugoslav troops out amid Albanian-Serb fighting. 

Mr. Jessen-Petersen noted in his briefing to the Council that the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) and KFOR, the multinational security force, are now better positioned to provide such protection than they were in March when an onslaught by extremists among the Albanian majority against the Serb, Roma and Askhali communities led to 19 people being killed, nearly 1,000 injured and hundreds of homes and centuries-old Serbian cultural sites razed or burned. 

“But only Kosovo Albanian leaders and society can and must effectively dispel the need for such protection and create true security,” he added, presenting Mr. Annan’s latest report on Kosovo. “The authorities must ensure that all communities feel safe and secure and are able to live normal lives, free of fear and intimidation.” 

He urged the Serbs to rejoin the Kosovo Security Advisory Group, set up to bring together representatives of all communities to build confidence, and the working group on decentralization. He regretted that very few Serbs took part in last month’s elections and stressed that once a new government is formed “its first act must be to reach out to improve the living conditions of the Kosovo Serbs.” 

He cited the bad economic situation as “possibly the biggest threat to stability and reconciliation,” threatened to take unspecified sanctions against officials both at the central and municipal level who blocked attempts to make improvements in the area of the standards, but also held out the prospect that a final resolution might be moving into view. 

“After almost five years of managing a holding operation in Kosovo, we may be moving towards the end game – talks on final status,” he declared. 

Facing worsening violence, UN mission in Haiti is renewed for 6 more months 

29 November - The Security Council today renewed for another six months the 8,500-strong United Nations peacekeeping force in Haiti after hearing a report from Secretary-General Kofi Annan outlining a deteriorating security situation with a surge of violence in the impoverished Caribbean country. 

The unanimous decision to renew until 1 June 2005 the mandate of the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) was a year less than Mr. Annan had requested. The operation was set up in April to help foster a democratic political solution after widespread unrest led to the departure of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide the previous month. Mr. Annan cited the timeline established for a series of elections culminating with the transfer of power to an elected president on 7 February 2006. 

But the resolution welcomed his report and declared the Council’s intention to renew the mandate for further periods. 

It stressed the urgency of conducting Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) programmes and urged the Transitional Government to establish without delay the National Commission on DDR, in line with Mr. Annan’s call to remove all illegal weapons from the streets. 

It also emphasized that political reconciliation and economic reconstruction remain key to the stability and security of Haiti, condemned all violations of human rights and urged the Transitional Government to take all necessary measures to put an end to impunity. 

Concerned by any arbitrary detention of people solely for their political affiliation, it called on the Transitional Government to release those against whom no charges have been brought. 

The Council also urged the Transitional Government to continue to explore actively all possible ways to include in the democratic and electoral process those who currently remain outside the transition process but have rejected violence. 

It endorsed all of Mr. Annan’s main recommendations, which included a call for the relevant international financial institutions and donor countries to disburse promptly the funds pledged at the International Donors Conference on Haiti held this summer in Washington. 

Latest figures show that more than two thirds of MINUSTAH’s authorized strength of 6,700 soldiers and 1,622 civil police are already on the ground. 

UN mark day of solidarity with Palestinian people 

29 November - The United Nations today observed the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, with Secretary-General Kofi Annan urging the international community to renew its commitment to work for a “reinvigorated peace process” in the Middle East. 

“Today, throughout the world, people hope that a new chance for peace may be around the corner,” said Mr. Annan in remarks to a solemn meeting of the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. “That opportunity must not be let pass.” 

Noting that over the past four years, bloodshed and chaos in the Middle East continued without respite, the Secretary-General said the Palestinians have endured a “dismal existence of grinding poverty and dispossession.” 

“But they have not been good years for Israelis either. They too have borne great loss. They too need security,” he added. 

Voicing his belief that the Road Map “still embodies a path to peace,” Mr. Annan said he was hopeful that Israel’s disengagement plan would help renew peace efforts leading to the end of the occupation of the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, as well as the Gaza Strip, and paving the way for “a sovereign, democratic and contiguous Palestinian state, living side by side in peace with Israel.” 

He said the memory of Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat, who died earlier this month, should serve as an inspiration to unite and strengthen the Palestinian people in their efforts to realize their national aspirations to statehood and self-determination through peaceful means. 

Nasser Al-Kidwa, the Permanent Observer for Palestine, read a message from Mahmoud Abbas, newly-appointed Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), which stated that while the Palestinian people had experienced widespread sadness at the passing of Mr. Arafat, they and their leadership had responded to their tragic loss in a civilized, orderly manner with a smooth and peaceful transition of power. 

The Committee’s Chairman, Ambassador Paul Badji of Senegal, noted that although the State of Israel had been proclaimed without delay following the termination of the mandate for Palestine, the Arab State meant for the Palestinians had yet to come into existence. The Palestinian people had endured long years of warfare, expulsion and occupation, and it was President Arafat who had given them an identity that the world could no longer ignore. 

The Committee also heard from General Assembly President Jean Ping of Gabon and the Security Council President for November, Ambassador John Danforth of the United States. 

As part of the Day’s activities, the Committee, in cooperation with the Palestinian Mission to the UN, organized a cultural exhibit entitled “Steadfast in Palestine.” It also arranged for the screening of two films entitled “In the Name of Security” and “The Wall.” 

Latest fighting has subsided in most areas of Darfur, UN mission in Sudan says 

29 November - After a week of considerable insecurity, fighting has subsided in most locations in Sudan where 300,000 displaced people have been cut off from all aid by the latest violence, the United Nations mission in Africa’s largest country reported today. 

An exception, however, was an area northwest of Tawila where armed tribesman attacked villages over the weekend. 

Due to the reported presence of unexploded ordnance in and around the town of Tawila, epicentre of last week’s unrest, the UN Mine Action Service is conducting an assessment there today before reopening access for humanitarian operations. 

Humanitarian agencies are concerned about the further displacement of people during last week’s turmoil and have fielded an assessment mission to the affected areas. 

The rebel Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) seized Tawila in North Darfur a week ago in what Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative for Sudan Jan Pronk called a clear violation of ceasefire and security accords with the Government. 

He urged the Government to exercise maximum restraint and refrain from air raids in countering the rebel attacks and called on all sides to immediately halt hostilities in what the UN has termed the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. 

Nearly 1.7 million people have been displaced and Janjaweed militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers in Darfur, an area the size of France, after the rebels took up arms last year to demand a greater share of economic resources. Up to 70,000 people made homeless by the conflict have died as a direct result of their squalid and precarious living conditions since March, according to the UN World Health Organization (WHO). 

Tension ease in latest Côte d’Ivoire violence, some refugees return – UN 

29 November - The situation in Côte d’Ivoire was reported calm and small numbers of Ivorian refugees have been returning home from neighbouring Liberia as tensions eased in the West African country following an upsurge in fighting between the rebels and the Government earlier this month, the United Nations mission said today. 

While the influx into Liberia has ground to a halt, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and its partners continue to monitor and to provide assistance in the border areas. Last week the agency estimated that 19,000 Ivorians had fled the recent violence into Liberia, itself recovering from 14 years of civil war and violent anarchy. 

In the western part of the country, UN peacekeepers recovered and then destroyed a cache of arms and ammunition in a church at Danane. 

The latest crisis began on 4 November when Government forces bombed rebel positions in the in the UN-patrolled Zone of Confidence (ZOC) separating the combatants. Two days later Government forces bombed French peacekeepers there, killing nine, and French troops destroyed the Government’s air force in retaliation, leading to widespread rioting, looting and harassment of foreigners. 

The UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) was set up in April to help implement peace accords between the Government and rebels signed in January 2003. 

Global approach to deal with migration issues needed, UN study finds 

29 November - A United Nations study released today stresses the need for better management and cooperation among nations to address the economic, social and security issues caused by global migration. 

The 2004 World Economic and Social Survey deals with the consequences of the 175 million people around the world living away from their home countries. It points out that an orderly and controlled population movement across borders could prove to be beneficial for both the sending as well as the receiving nation, but adds that such an outcome requires a new global approach. 

“Beyond existing conventions and protocols, the international community lacks a comprehensive international framework that addresses the wide range of issues pertaining to global migration,” the survey says. “Migration is a transnational phenomenon involving various parties with different perspectives and interests.” 

The authors find that fears in receiving countries that migrants will take away jobs or bring down wages are highly ingrained, and contribute to a restrictive political and policy outlook. The share of governments with policies to lower immigration grew to just 34 per cent in 2003, from 7 per cent in 1976, according to the survey. 

But the studies of the economic impact of migration indicate “no significant” reduction in wages and employment rates among natives. Researchers say the incoming migrants expand the demand for goods and services, add to gross national production, and contribute more to government coffers than they take out. 

“If we want to reduce those flows, we have to raise standards of living at home countries,” said Ian Kinniburgh, Director of the Office for Development Policy and Planning in the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), at a news conference in New York. “It is very important to see migration from the development perspective.” 

Mr. Kinniburgh and others see that international migration can serve as an agent for global interchanges of skill and knowledge as well as economic dynamism and efficiency. 

“The challenge is how to make it a win-win situation, rather than a lose-lose situation” Joseph Chamie, Director of DESA’s Population Division, told the briefing. “The bottom line is how to better manage the migration.” 

The study comes ahead of the 2005 report of the Global Commission on International Migration and a high-level dialogue on development and migration due to take place in the General Assembly in 2006. 

Additional troops from India, Pakistan to bolster UN peacekeeping force in DR Congo 

29 November - Thousands of soldiers from India and Pakistan are heading to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to bolster the United Nations peacekeeping operation there. 

UN officials told the UN News Service today that each of the South Asian countries is supplying a brigade of up to 3,000 troops to the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC). They will be deployed in the Kivus, located near the troubled eastern border area. 

The contributions include both motorized infantry battalions and mechanized battalions that use armoured personnel carriers (APCs). 

India is also providing four attack helicopters, six utility helicopters and four observation helicopters for use by the mission, according to the officials. 

The first battalions from India started moving in by air on 20 November. India's deployment is expected to be completed by Wednesday, while Pakistan will finish deploying in January. 

Originally set up five years ago, MONUC is mandated to monitor implementation of a ceasefire agreement signed in 1999 by the DRC along with Angola, Namibia, Rwanda, Uganda and Zimbabwe. 

Most recently, the Council asked MONUC to undertake a number of other tasks, including maintaining a presence in the “key areas of potential volatility in order to promote the re-establishment of confidence, to discourage violence, in particular by deterring the use of force to threaten the political process, and to allow UN personnel to operate freely, particularly in the eastern part of the DRC.” 

Annan calls for universal participation in chemical weapons treaty 

29 November - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on all countries that have not yet done so to ratify or accede to a global treaty against chemical weapons. 

Expanding membership in the Chemical Weapons Convention is vital for strengthening international security and for promoting the peaceful use of chemistry, he said in a message to the Ninth Session of the Conference of the States Parties to the Convention delivered by Sergei Ordzhonikidze, Director-General of the UN Office in Geneva. 

“It is a source of encouragement that steady progress has been made in the destruction of declared chemical arsenals,” he said. “Nevertheless, a great deal more remains to be done. I urge the concerned States to meet their obligations under the Convention, and call upon the international community to continue to support these efforts.” 

He noted that in the seven years since the Convention entered into force, it now includes 167 States Parties – covering some 90 per cent of the world’s chemical industry – but a number of key States remain outside its purview, particularly in some areas of concern. 

“Multilateral action offers a platform for the international community to fight the scourge of chemical weapons, promote confidence-building and to significantly reduce the possibility of terrorists acquiring chemical agents for nefarious purposes,” he said. “It is crucial for States Parties to also implement effective national legislation to give substance to their commitments under the Convention.” 

Over 100,000 Liberians have turned in weapons to UN 

29 November - Over 100,000 Liberians have turned in guns, ammunition, rocket propelled grenades and other weapons to the United Nations peacekeeping force in their country, the head of the mission said today. 

“We’re now at 96,333 people disarmed, and we have another six or seven thousand in the pipeline,” Jacques Paul Klein, head of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), told the UN News Service. 

The Mission has already destroyed more than six million rounds of ammunition – a figure Mr. Klein described as “incredible by any measure.” 

The success of the disarmament push was revealed late last month when disturbances rocked Monrovia and surrounding areas, Mr. Klein said, pointing out that only a handful of the nearly 250 people injured at the time were wounded by firearms. “If [arms] had been here at the time, they would have come out,” he observed. 

Mr. Klein added that while he is not “naïve enough to think we’ve got them all,” he is confident that during the disturbances there would have been “a lot more shooting” were it not for the comprehensive disarmament effort, which involves not only collecting arms but also retraining and reintegrating former combatants. 

The UNMIL chief also welcomed the return of normalcy and the Government’s recent decision to lift the country-wide curfew that had been imposed during the disturbances. If the curfew had stayed in effect for too long, it would have proved counterproductive, he noted. 

Meanwhile, children separated from their families during the country’s conflict have been reuniting with loved ones in large numbers. 

Of the 7,179 boys and 2,308 girls who have gone through the disarmament process – which involves housing them in separate camps and providing services tailored to their specific needs – 98 per cent have gone back to live with either their parents or other family members. 

“At first I was very worried that we would have to rely on orphanages and foster homes,” Mr. Klein said. But through persistent efforts to return the children to their homes, the results have been “amazing,” he added. 

Liberia’s children are also being helped by UN-led efforts to provide immunization against common diseases. Half a million Liberian children have been immunized against measles, 230,000 have been vaccinated against yellow fever, and over 830,000 were immunized against polio, said Mr. Klein, who coordinates the work of all UN operations in Liberia. 

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has provided Liberia with 10,000 school supply kits, while 13,000 Liberian teachers have been trained in emergency education orientation during two- to three-week courses, the envoy added. 

Secretary-General voices hope for access to safe drinking water for all 

29 November - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced his hope to an international meeting on water, sanitation and hygiene that one day the world will no longer have to face the dire consequences of inadequate access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation. 

In a message to the first Global WASH Forum, being held this week in Dakar, Senegal, the Secretary-General noted the meeting’s timeliness as part of the ongoing effort to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by the target year of 2015, as well as the approach the International Decade for Action from 2005 to 2015, under the theme of “Water for Life.” 

“The stark truth is that every 15 seconds, a child dies as a result of diseases related to unsafe drinking water and inadequate sanitation,” he said. “Such deaths can be prevented, but only if we improve on the progress we have made to date, working simultaneously on water and sanitation and on the wider effort to alleviate the crushing poverty and debilitating health conditions that afflict so many men, women and children.” 

He also stressed that cooperation at the international level could only be achieved through working together on the local and national levels – with communities, local authorities and national governing structures “committed and fully involved in making sure that real actions are taking place in their midst.” 

Parties to UN-backed treaty take further steps to protect world’s vital ozone layer 

29 November - In a further effort to protect the world’s ozone layer, which filters out ultraviolet solar rays that cause skin cancer and other ills, parties to a United Nations-sponsored environmental treaty have agreed to carry out a survey on the use of a key ozone-damaging pesticide in food shipments. 

The quantities of methyl bromide used by farmers for fumigating soils is well known, but the precise levels used to treat shipments of big commodity crops such as rice and maize and consignments in wooden pallets is unclear. 

The survey is aimed at resolving these uncertainties and may be a first step towards controlling the levels of methyl bromide used in quarantine and pre-shipment. It will be carried out by scientific and technical experts to the Montreal Protocol, the 17- year-old international agreement set up under the auspices of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) to protect the ozone layer from chemical attack. 

Experts estimate that in 2002 the quantities in such use were around 11,000 tons, growing to 18,000 tons in 2004, but it is thought the levels are an underestimate since not all countries are supplying full and accurate figures. 

The survey was among several key decisions made at the 16th meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol which ended at the weekend in Prague, Czech Republic. 

These included requests for so called “critical use exemptions” for methyl bromide for farmers in the developed world, including Australia, Europe and the United States, who claim that the current alternatives in some places and for certain crops, such as strawberries and tomatoes, are not sufficiently effective. 

Under an agreement made in the mid-1990s, the chemical is scheduled for a full phase out in developed world agriculture next year. In 1991 consumption of methyl bromide was around 63,800 tons. 

The Parties in Prague agreed to exemptions totalling just over 2,600 tons for 2005 in addition to just over 12,150 tons agreed to at a special meeting in March this year. Based on recommendations by the scientific and technical panels to the Protocol, it was agreed to grant developed world farmers a total of just over 11,700 tons-worth of exemptions in 2006. 

“The Montreal Protocol is without doubt one of the most successful, global, environment treaties and has been strengthened by the political commitment show here in Prague,” said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP, which hosts the Ozone Secretariat at its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. “Indeed, I was pleased to note that throughout our discussions all Governments stated clearly that they had every intention to phase out methyl bromide and that these critical use exemptions are temporary measures.” 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
29 November 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon, 

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
We’ll start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of Ukraine:

“The Secretary-General has been following closely and with concern developments in Ukraine over the weekend as that nation struggles to resolve the crisis that has developed over the run-off presidential election of 21 November.

“The Secretary-General notes that the Supreme Court is currently reviewing the matter, and calls on all concerned to be patient and to allow the constitutional process to continue.  The legitimacy, accountability and transparency of Ukraine’s institutions are vital to the consolidation of its democracy.

“The Secretary-General reiterates his call on all sides to exercise maximum restraint and to refrain from divisive political statements that could endanger the stability of the country.

“Respect by all for the unity of the Ukrainian nation, its sovereignty and territorial integrity are of utmost importance to Ukraine and to regional and international security.”

**Iraq
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, is on his way to Tehran where he is to attend a meeting of Iraq and its neighbours, at the Interior Minister’s level.

Yesterday, Qazi concluded a visit to the Kurdistan area of Iraq where he met separately with Kurdistan Democratic Party leader Masoud Barzani and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan leader Jalal Talabani.  With both, he discussed the latest developments in Iraq and the UN role in helping the rebuilding process in the country.  He also exchanged views on the security situation and the efforts to advance the political process, as well as preparations for the country's national elections. 

Mr. Qazi also met with the Prime Minister of the Kurdish Region government in Erbil and the Prime Minister of the Kurdish Region government in Sulaimanaiya for talks that focused on the UN role in providing assistance to the region through projects carried out by UN agencies.  Qazi told the two prime ministers in the separate meetings he held with them that the UN will spare no effort in supporting the reconstruction process in Iraq and highlighted the efforts the UN has already exerted to implement a number of vital projects in the areas of health, education and infrastructure, among others.

**Iran
On Iran, all measures necessary for the verification of Iran’s suspension of its enrichment and reprocessing activities are now in place, the head of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) said today.

Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei told the Agency’s Board of Governors that he received a letter from Iran yesterday in which it permitted the IAEA to place 20 sets of centrifuge components under Agency surveillance.  Iran also said it will not conduct any testing of those components.  Today, ElBaradei reported, Agency inspectors put surveillance cameras in place to monitor the centrifuge components.

In a resolution adopted in Vienna today, the IAEA Board of Governors welcomed the suspension of Iran’s enrichment-related and reprocessing activities.  It requested ElBaradei to continue verifying that the suspension remains in place and to inform Board members should it not be fully sustained.  We have ElBaradei’s statement and copies of the resolution available in my Office.

**Secretary-General Remarks to Press
A short while ago, the Secretary-General was asked if the continued allegations regarding the “oil-for-food” programme, and particularly his son, would make it difficult for him to continue with his work as Secretary-General. 

He told reporters that he and the Organization have very serious work to do in the months ahead, especially on UN reform and development.  He said he knows it was never going to be easy to focus on those issues -- and these allegations are not going to make it any easier -- but he hopes that Member States will see the value in focusing on reform and development issues.

As to his son, Kojo, and the specific allegations that he continued to receive payment from Cotecna until February of this year, the Secretary-General said he had been under the impression that those payments had stopped in 1998.  When he recently found out they had in fact continued until this year, the Secretary-General said he was surprised and disappointed.  He added that his son is a grown man and that the Secretary-General doesn’t get involved in his son’s business, and that his son doesn’t get involved in the UN’s business. 

The Secretary-General also asked for reporters to be patient and await the conclusions of the independent Volcker panel which is examining these issues. 

**Security Council - Kosovo
The Security Council held an open meeting this morning, at which it was briefed by Special Representative Soren Jessen-Petersen on the Secretary-General’s latest report on Kosovo.

In his address to the Council, Jessen-Petersen said there could be no normalization or stabilization in the Western Balkans, without resolving the Kosovo issue.  He also said the UN Mission’s priorities include improving the economy and protecting minorities.  He noted that security has improved significantly since the March violence, and he told the Council that once a new government is formed in Kosovo, its first act must be to reach out to the Kosovo Serbs.  We have the full text of his speech upstairs. 

**Security Council – Haiti and Burundi
The Security Council is also scheduled today to vote on an extension of the UN Mission in Haiti, following the meeting on Kosovo.

Then, at 3 p.m., closed consultations on Burundi are scheduled.  Council members will hear a briefing on the Secretary-General’s latest report on the UN operation in that country.

**Security Council - Other
The Security Council began its work today with closed consultations to discuss the Council’s statement on the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, which was later read by the Council’s President, U.S. Ambassador John Danforth, in the Trusteeship Council Chamber.

**Palestinians
Today, the United Nations marks the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, as mandated by the General Assembly.

In a message delivered to a meeting of the Committee on the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, the Secretary-General said he hoped that the memory of the late Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat, would serve as an inspiration to the Palestinian people in their aspirations for statehood and self-determination through peaceful means. 

Despite the past four years, which have been marked by bloodshed and chaos, the Secretary-General underscored the need not to give way to pessimism and despair.  He stressed that a new chance for peace may be around the corner and that the Quartet’s Road Map embodies a path to peace that is accepted by all.  It is high time, he said, that the Road Map be given a chance to succeed and that the parties live up to their commitments. 

In closing, he pledged that the UN would continue to work with all parties for a comprehensive, just and lasting peace.  And I’ll just add that, at the Secretary-General’s press encounter in the corridor today, he also took a question on the prospect for Middle Eastern peace, and we’ll have a transcript of what he said available for you shortly.

**Sudan
On Sudan, the UN Mission reports that after a week of considerable insecurity, fighting has subsided in most locations since 24 November.  The mission reported an exception, however, in an area north-west of Tawilla, where armed tribesman attacked villages over the weekend. 

Due to the reported presence of unexploded ordnance in and around Tawilla city, the UN Mine Action Service is conducting an assessment in the area today before reopening access for humanitarian operations.  Humanitarian agencies are concerned about the further displacement of populations during last week’s insecurity, and have fielded an assessment mission to the affected areas.

**Côte d’Ivoire
The situation in Abidjan and the rest of Côte d’Ivoire was reported to be calm by the UN mission, while the UN refugee agency says that small numbers of Ivorian refugees in Liberia have been returning home as tensions ease in their country.  While the influx into Liberia has grounded to a halt, the UN refugee agency and its partners continue to monitor and to provide assistance in the border areas.  Meanwhile, in the western part of the country, UN peacekeepers recovered and then destroyed a cache of arms and ammunition in a church at Danane.

Afghanistan
Over the past three days, more than 200 members of Afghanistan’s military forces have been disarmed, bringing the total number of former combatants disarmed in that country to more than 24,000.

We have more details in yesterday’s briefing note from Kabul, which also mentions that two of the UN staff members released last week after being abducted last month met on Friday with several Afghan women who had offered to take their place as hostages.  The two UN staff members, Annetta Flanigan and Shqipe Hebibi, said the meeting was moving, as they shared their experiences with the women who tried to help them.

**Mine Summit Starts
The Nairobi Summit on a Mine-Free World began in Kenya today with a welcome development -- Ethiopia has agreed to accept the Ottawa Convention banning anti-personnel mines.  Ethiopia is the 144th State to do so -- and it’ll now move to destroy its existing stockpiles of anti-personnel mines, clear mined areas, and cease any use, production or transfer of the weapon indefinitely. 

The Nairobi Summit is the first five-year review of the Ottawa Convention, and the international community is expected to adopt an action plan to address challenges that remain on the path towards a mine-free world. 

**Secretary-General Message – Chemical Weapons
The Secretary-General today called upon all countries that have not yet done so to ratify or accede to the Chemical Weapons Convention without delay.  He added that expanding membership is vital for strengthening international security and for promoting the peaceful use of chemistry.  His remarks were part of a message to a conference of States Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention in The Hague.

**Secretary-General Message – Global WASH Forum
The first GlobalWASH –- and WASH stands for Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  -- Forum, is currently being held in Dakar.  In a message, the Secretary-General hopes that one day the world will no longer have to face the dire consequences of inadequate access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation.  And we have the full test of his message upstairs.

**Economic/Social Survey
An orderly, controlled migration of people across borders provides benefits both for the countries that send them and the ones that receive them, this year’s UN World Economic and Social Survey says.

The Survey says that, beyond existing conventions and protocols, the international community lacks a comprehensive international framework to address the full range of migration issues.  It says that the protection of the workplace and human rights of migrants is a paramount responsibility.  Copies of the report and the accompanying press releases should still be available at the table near the door of this room.

**Press Conference – Today
Press conference this afternoon at 12:30, right after we wrap up here, the President of the fifty-ninth sessionof the General Assembly, Jean Ping, will be here to brief you on his recent visit to North Korea and on the latest developments in the General Assembly.

**Press Conference – Tomorrow
And a reminder that tomorrow we will have, at 10 a.m. in this room, the distribution of embargoed copies of the High-Level Panel Report on Threats, Challenges and Change.  And a senior UN official will be here to give you a little bit of contextual information on background.  Then that same official will be back on Wednesday -- this will be 11:30 on Wednesday, we originally said 10 o’clock, but because of a conflict in schedule, it’s has been moved to 11:30 -- this same UN official will give you a background briefing and take your questions.  And then finally, on Thursday, 2 December, 10 a.m., not before, not the newspapers of that morning, but 10 a.m., the embargo on the Panel’s report will be lifted and the Chair of the Panel, Anand Panyarachun, and a member of the Panel, Gro Harlem Brundtland, will hold a press conference here in 226.

That’s all I have for you.

Djibril, come up.

Questions and Answers
Spokesman:  I gave you time and no one said anything.  Sure, go ahead, fire away.

Question:  I didn’t have an opportunity to ask the Secretary-General earlier on the Iraq elections his reaction to the calls for delay?

Spokesman:  I think he’s in touch with his Special Representative there, consulting the parties.  I don’t think he is ready to go public with a view.  He hopes that this matter can be solved among the Iraqis; after all, it’s their call whether to have the elections as scheduled in January or not, and I don’t think he wants to publicly interfere with that decision.  Yes, Jonathan?

Question:  I am just confused about what the Secretary-General knew about Kojo’s relationship with Cotecna, when he knew it, and when he was informed about Kojo receiving these payments?

Spokesman:  Well, I mean he said something pretty clear.  You weren’t there, but you’ll get the transcript right afterwards.  He said that he was not aware of the payments beyond the end of 1998.

Question:  But, when was he first informed that he was getting payments, because we’ve spoken with Cotecna and other sources that tell us that everybody was informed, and it just strikes us as rather strange that the Secretary-General wouldn’t have known about these post-employment payments to Kojo?

Spokesman:  Well, first of all, the Secretary-General wouldn’t know about anything regarding contracts.  Contracts don’t move to his desk.  When there was a press account in 1998, I think, the beginning of, or the end of 1998, alleging that because Kojo was a junior trainee in a company that happened to get a UN contract, that there was an appearance of conflict of interest, the Secretary-General asked his chief of management here, Joseph Connor, to look into it.  So, I believe that that was the first time that he was aware of any link between the contract and his son, or any alleged link.  

Joseph Connor spoke to the procurement people who handled the contract and the contract committee of the United Nations, and none of those people had any idea that someone named Kojo Annan worked for Cotecna.  Cotecna was the low bidder, and Cotecna was awarded the contract.  So, as far as we, the Secretariat, are concerned, Joseph Connor’s assessment reassures us.  But, because this matter continues to be raised and doubts continue to be cast over this matter, it’s now before Paul Volcker.  And Cotecna has told us that they have turned over their information to Mr. Volcker, and Kojo Annan’s lawyers have said that they have turned their information over to Paul Volcker.  So, it’s now in Volcker’s hands.

Question:  But when did Kofi know about, find out about these additional payments to his son?

Spokesman:  I think I answered that question.  It was when the media raised the issue, I believe.  That’s my understanding.  You’d have to ask him.

Question:  Yeah.  It would be very helpful if we could get a concrete answer as to when he knew.

Spokesman:  Yes, but I mean, what is the thrust of your question?

Question:  The question is...(interrupted)?

Spokesman:  If he knew, he is guilty of something?

Question:  No, but if he knew about something, shouldn’t he have come forward with that information to at least let us all know about this since Kojo Annan is part of an ongoing investigation? 

Spokesman:  But just about the time that the Cotecna firm was granted the contract, Kojo left the firm.  So, what...(Interrupted)?

Question:  But, there is the matter of perception.  I don’t know if the Secretary-General is aware of what the perception is outside this Building ... (Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  He is very aware, because it is hammered away by ... (Interrupted).

Question:  Prior to ... (Interrupted).

Spokesman:  ... by the media.

Question:  But if he knew about this prior to the reporter’s request, why isn’t it so obvious to him that he will have to come forward and just clear the record, rather than wait for somebody to find the facts and then put it in his face?

Spokesman:  When he became aware through a newspaper allegation that there was a link between his son and this company, he asked for an internal investigation.  He was assured that the people who awarded the contract were not aware of Kojo’s connection to the company.  So, ... 

Question:  Has the UN been able to sort out why the discrepancy between the previously stated ...(Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  That’s really not for us to answer.  That’s for Cotecna to answer.  We were going on information provided to us by Cotecna, provided to us in writing.  I understand that Cotecna is available to you; that they have a spokesman who, as I was told just this morning, is happy to answer your questions.  So, please ask Cotecna why they said what they said.

Question:  But, Fred, it comes back to this issue of when did Kofi know?  When did he know?

Spokesman:  That’s your issue.  That is your issue, trying to imply guilt of the Secretary-General.  Now, to the extent that there is an allegation about a connection between the awarding of this contract and the Secretary-General’s son, leave that to Volcker to investigate.  We feel there is not.  We have looked into it, and we can find no evidence.  But it’s not for us to judge now.  It’s for Mr. Volcker to judge.  So, what he knew, and when he knew it, is not for me to address.  Yes? 

Question:  Fred, how concerned is the Secretary-General about the potential damage of these revelations can have on the United Nations and on his name?

Spokesman:  He answered that question this morning at the stakeout saying that what the UN faces the next year is crucial; involving two big items on the agenda.  First, the High-Level Panel on Reform and, second, the five-year evaluation of the [Millennium] Development Goals and the [Millennium] Declaration.  So, that’s what he said is before us.  And he said it wasn’t going to be easy anyway, even without this.  And this matter makes it more difficult.  But we’re not going to get bogged down in these matters that are before Volcker the same week that we’re trying to launch the High-Level Panel, which is the result of a year’s work of 16 prominent individuals and could very well likely affect the shape of the United Nations for many years to come.  Yes? 

Question:  Fred, if I heard you right, listening to the screening, you basically said that this matter is being investigated because of questions raised in the media.

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:  What confidence does that give us in the media when you’re basically saying questions are investigated only when raised in the media, but other things that the media might not have found out about are actually going to be addressed?

Spokesman:  I think you missed the beginning of it.  Well, first of all, your job is to keep us honest.  That’s your job, and we welcome it.  It’s not unusual for the media to discover things that the bureaucracy wasn’t aware of, and that the bureaucracy then looks to investigate once the matter has been disclosed.  In this case, what the media alleged, we subsequently looked into and we could not sustain it from the evidence.  We talked with everyone involved and no one involved in the awarding of the contract knew anything about Kojo Annan’s relationship with Cotecna.  So, we think there was no link.  However, because this matter continues to be raised by certain media, it is in the hands of Paul Volcker.  Yes, Mr. Abbadi? 

Question:  Attacks and the allegations, as you have stated, are still continuing and will probably continue. And they’re talking about dishonour being brought on the Secretariat.  And even the Secretary-General himself has acknowledged that the allegations had damaged the credibility of the United Nations.  Is the Secretary-General weighing his desire to protect individuals through confidentiality against the large interests of the Organization?  Which should prevail?

Spokesman:  I’m not sure what you are referring to, but anything involving oil-for-food, it’s up to Mr. Volcker to investigate it and the Secretary-General will waive the immunity of any person found to have violated the rules or violated the law.  So, I don’t know what...  Is it something beyond oil-for-food you’re asking about? 

Question:  I am asking, Fred, whether the Secretary-General is weighing the interests of the Organization, which are larger and should prevail, against the interests of individuals that are protected through the desire to have confidentiality?

Spokesman:  I don’t understand the question.  I don’t know what individuals ...(interrupted).

Question:  Let me rephrase it this way.  The Secretary-General is very concerned about the damage being brought on this Organization because of the allegations.  Is he putting the higher interests of the Organization before the interests of the individuals that are involved?

Spokesman:  I can’t answer that question.  It’s too hypothetical.  He has been working for years towards reform of this Organization.  That work is going to come to a head this week with the High-Level Panel’s recommendations.  He will have a little more than two years to work with Member States to try to get those recommendations implemented.  So, for him, that’s priority number one.  During the Millennium Assembly, he got the heads of State to say what they wanted the UN to do in the new millennium.  And he got them to quantify the goals.  Now, next year he’s got a five-year review for that.  And that’s a second big item on his agenda -- to keep the Organization’s Members moving towards implementation of those goals.  Two huge objectives for him.  Those are his priorities.  He hopes this other business can be dealt with fairly by Mr. Volcker, so that he can focus his full attention on these other objectives.  Mark?

Question:  There are two ...(Interrupted by fellow correspondent).

Question:  A follow-up!  A follow-up, please!  Therefore, the credibility, the damage to the credibility of the United Nations is not considered a priority by the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  That is a judgement call every member government and every individual will have to make.  As to the extent to which the allegations being raised in some quarters damage the credibility of this Organization, that’s for you and others to judge.  He hopes that with the Volcker report, these allegations can be set aside, and we can get on with our business.  But he’s not going to wait ...(Interrupted).

Question:  But the Secretary-General himself said that the allegations have already damaged the credibility of all of the United Nations.

Spokesman:  Yes, but the jury is still out.

Question:  Can I ask a more specific question?

Spokesman:  Yes, Mark?

Question:  I mean, as the UN so often reminds us, there are two UNs here.   One is a meeting room and the system and shared goals and so forth.  One is UN, as much as such things exist, headed by CEO Kofi Annan, or whatever, but an Organization.  Now, a lot of the issue here is about the Organization, not its goals, i.e., the Secretariat.  Is it capable?  And this conflicts with what’s been happening with the Staff Union and so forth.  Is it capable of holding itself accountable?  Of firing fraudulent people?  Of investigating itself and so forth?  I’d be very grateful, and I don’t know if it’s possible to do this, for any record during Kofi Annan’s tenure, of anyone, one person or a series of people who have actually been fired for misconduct from this Organization? 

Spokesman:  And on that number you’re going to judge the effectiveness of the Secretariat and the Organization as a whole?

Question:  Because I suspect that the Organization is very reluctant unless the media starts to get on things, to fire its own.  In fact, it doesn’t happen.  But if there have been cases of the UN internally finding misconduct and bad behaviour of senior officials and, therefore, consequently fired them or got rid of them; I’d be very grateful to know when.

Spokesman:  Well, we can start with last week.  We fired a French national from the UN peacekeeping mission in the Congo for allegations of sexual misconduct.

Question:  But that only came out following media revelations, which only maybe came out in May.

Spokesman:  No, that’s not true.  That’s not true.  It was discovered as a result of an investigation by the Congolese Police and when the information was made available to us, we took immediate action.

Question:  Well, maybe this one, maybe there has been more (Inaudible).  In the history, there doesn’t seem to be much of a history.  Is it possible to indicate, to give a record that shows that the UN, under Kofi, has taken allegations of mismanagement and misbehaviour seriously and fired people as a result?  It would be very helpful to know when.

Spokesman:  I am not going to promise you I am going to do that.  But I will certainly ask for you if those numbers are available.

We need to wrap up as quickly as possible; someone is waiting to come in.

Question:  Has the meeting been set between the Union and the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  I don’t believe so yet.  There were two things.  We were going to meet with them below the level of Secretary-General to discuss specifically their concerns about the Department of Management’s report on OIOS.  And I think I announced last week that it was agreed to put that off to sometime this week.  But, yes, the Secretary-General also would like to meet with the staff and we’ll be contacting them to set up a date.  We don’t have a date yet.  Last question, Jonathan?

Question:  For the sake of clarity, to just put the speculation to rest, can we not ...(Inaudible) the Secretary-General about what he knew and when he knew it in the relationship to his son?

Spokesman:  He spoke to about a dozen journalists out in the corridor 10 minutes ago.

Question:  It wasn’t put in simple terms.  It’s all vague and, obviously, that opens a whole ...

Spokesman:  Well, you weren’t there to ask your questions.  So, I just wish you better luck next time that you’re near him when he speaks.  But, he will be passing through the Building, you can stop him whenever you like and put your question to him.

Question:  But, Fred, as you talked about these impressive goals that the Secretary-General has over the next year, reform and whatnot, is it not difficult to actually get the credibility to push through those reforms if you have a looming investigation hanging over you?

Spokesman:  No.  No, the investigation is in competent hands.  The evidence you’re all aware of, it’s for Mr. Volcker to weigh it.  The huge objectives of reform and the Millennium Declaration and Goals greatly overshadows these, I would say, relatively minor matters that you are pursuing doggedly.  Let Mr. Volcker judge, please.

Thank you very much.
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Reuters - UN seeks to broaden fight against global warming


ENS - Use of Ozone Destroying Methyl Bromide Will Continue


Earth Vision - Chemical Treatment of Commodity Crop Exports Spotlighted at Climate Conference
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ENS - Pakistani Soccer Ball Industry Sets Up Green Goals
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