[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday, 30 October 2002



Other Environment-related News

· Reuters - Etna burns through forests
· REUTERS - Drought forces water curbs on millions of Australians

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "ROAP" 

ROAP

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "ROE" 

ROE

· ROLAC

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "RONA" 

RONA




Other UN News

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing for 29 October 2002

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "Highlights" 

U.N. Highlights of 29 October 2002



​​​​

 Deutsche Presse-Agentur 

October 29, 2002, Tuesday   

Delhi Declaration debate continues at climate conference 

European countries pressed Tuesday for amendments to the proposed Delhi Declaration at the United Nations climate conference in New Delhi. 

      Following objections from the European Union, members of the German delegation said the draft made no mention of the Kyoto protocol or the struggle against climate change. 

      The environmental watchdog Germanwatch said not issuing a declaration would be better than accepting the proposed draft. Non-governmental organisations blamed the United States and others of trying to block  an agreement in New Delhi. The United States releases more greenhouse gases than any other nation and is opposed to making a commitment to sharply reduce emissions, such as signing the Kyoto Protocol. 

      The E.U. wants the Delhi meeting to lay down rules for negotiations beyond the year 2012 and was optimistic Tuesday that some of their points would be incorporated in the final declaration, to be released Friday. 

      Meanwhile, there were indications Russia might ratify the Kyoto Protocol on greenhouse gases by the end of  the year. So far 96 countries have ratified the protocol, which commits industrialised countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 5.2 per cent by 2012 compared to their 1990 levels. 

      If targets are not met in the next decade, insurers expect economic losses due to natural disasters to reach almost 150 billion dollars. 

      "Worldwide economic losses due to natural disasters appear to be doubling every 10 years and, on current trends, annual losses will reach almost 150 billion dollars in the next decade," warned a report by the United Nations Environment Programme's (UNEP) Finance Initiative. 

      Warning of the mounting price tag of climate change, insurers at the climate conference said Tuesday that natural disasters in 2002 were set to cost more than 70 billion dollars. 

      Natural calamities have already cost countries and communities an estimated 56 billion dollars between January and September 2002, according to reinsurance group Munich Re. 

      Europe's economic losses for the first nine months of 2002 are estimated at 33 billion dollars, followed by Asia at 14.8 billion and North America at 7.7 billion dollars. 

      Rain-related disasters topped the list, with 66 per cent of the economic losses and 64 per cent of insured losses caused by floods. 

      "Climate change linked with human made emissions is already underway ... It will be the poorer parts of the  world, the poorer people, who will suffer the most because they have neither the financial nor other  resources to cope," added Dr Klaus Tvpfer, executive director of UNEP. 

      On Tuesday, the EU also reaffirmed its commitment to climate change funding for developing countries and said they were prepared to provide annual contributions of 410 million dollars by 2005. 

      The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) also launched "gold standards" for greenhouse gas reduction projects related to the Kyoto Protocol. 

      "The Gold Standard provides a framework for governments and the private sector to ensure that real  environmental and social benefits occur from Kyoto Protocol projects," said Jennifer Morgan, director of  WWF's climate change programme. dpa an ao 

________________________________________________________________________ 

AFP

9,400 dead in natural disasters worldwide in 2002: UN 

NEW DELHI, Oct 29 (AFP) - About 9,400 people died in natural disasters in the first nine months this year, with global warming to blame for some of the severe weather, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said Tuesday. 

Of the deaths between January and September 2002, 8,000 were in Asia, which accounted for 195 of the 526 natural calamities worldwide, the UNEP said in a statement. 

However, Europe, which saw major floods this summer, suffered the heaviest financial losses, with 33 billion dollars out of the world's total 56.4 billion, said the UNEP, whose findings were based on those of the re-insurance company Munich Re. 

Asia recorded losses of 14.8 billion dollars and North America 7.7 billion dollars. 

"The final bill for this year's disaster could thus be over 70 billion dollars," the UNEP said. 

Thomas Loster, a member of the team which prepared the report, said global warming could be to blame for the severe weather this year. 

"There have been, for example, the floods in Chile, Jamaica, Nepal, Spain and France and the summer floods in Germany where annual precipitation averages were recorded in the course of only one or two days," he said. 

"We have, once more, strong indications that global warming is increasing and will thus have serious effects on societies and economics alike," he added. 

The UNEP did not provide comparative figures from 2001. The findings of the report were made at a news conference in New Delhi on the sidelines of a high-powered United Nations meet on climate change. 

"Climate change, linked with human-made emissions, is already underway. The world is facing a rise in extreme weather events of the kind witnessed in 2002, that will impact every facet of life," said the UNEP's executive director, Klaus Topfer. 

"It will be the poorer parts of the world, the poorer people who will suffer most because they have neither the financial or other resources to cope."

________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Presse-Agentur 

October 29, 2002, Tuesday   

Insurers say disaster bill for 2002 to cost over 70 billion dollars 

Warning of the mounting price tag of climate change, insurers attending the United Nations climate conference in New Delhi said Tuesday that natural disasters in 2002 were set to cost more than 70 billion dollars. 

      "Worldwide economic losses due to natural disasters appear to be doubling every 10 years and, on current trends, annual losses will reach almost 150 billion dollars in the next decade," warned a report by the United Nations Environment Programme's (UNEP) Finance Initiative. Natural calamities have already cost countries and communities an estimated 56 billion dollars between January and September 2002, reinsurance group Munich Re said Tuesday. 

      Europe's economic losses for the first nine months of 2002 are estimated at 33 billion dollars, followed by Asia at 14.8 billion and North America at 7.7 billion dollars. 

      Insured losses for the same period are running at an estimated nine billion dollars, the report added. 

      Based on these preliminary reports, it is estimated that the final cost of climate change in 2002 could be  more than 70 billion dollars. 

      "There have been over 500 major natural disasters already this year.... We have noticed, once more, strong indications that global warming is increasing and will thus have serious affects on societies and economies alike," said Thomas Loster of the Munich Re Group. 

      Rain-related disasters topped the list, with 66 per cent of the economic losses and 64 per cent of insured losses caused by floods. 

      "Climate change linked with human made emissions is already underway... It will be the poorer parts of the  world, the poorer people, who will suffer the most because they have neither the financial nor other resources to cope," added Dr Klaus Tvpfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme  (UNEP). dpa an pw

________________________________________________________________________

 XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

October 30, 2002 

 Insurers warn of mounting price tag of climate change 

      NAIROBI, Oct. 29 (Xinhua) --Natural catastrophes, the vast majority of which have been weather-related, have cost countries and communities an estimated 56 billion US dollars from January to September this year, said a report released here Tuesday. 

      "The final bill for this year's natural disasters could thus be over 70 billion dollars," said the report which was issued by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

      The report was compiled by Germany's Munich Re, a re-insurance company which is a member of UNEP's finance initiative. It has since the 1970s been compiling annual records on natural catastrophes and their  costs. Record-breaking rains triggering devastating floods in Europe, destruction of homes across the   Caribbean and life-threatening mudslides in India, Nepal and Bangladesh, have been a key feature of 2002,  said the report. 

      Typhoon Rusa, which hit South Korea in late August and early September, downed 24,000 power lines, destroyed 645 ships, resulted in the deaths of 300,000 livestock and cost 6.6 billion dollars, the report said. 

      Meanwhile, insured losses are running at an estimated 9 billion dollars over the same period. 

      For example, the August floods in Europe, the worst in 150 years, flooded buildings, swept away cars, damaged railway, power and communications lines and killed more than 100 people. 

      "Insured losses are to date estimated at between 2 billion and 5 billion dollars," said the report. 

      UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said that climate change, linked with human-made emissions, is already under way. 

      The world is facing a rise in extreme weather events of the kind witnessed in 2002 that will impact on every facet of life including agriculture, health, water supplies and wildlife, he said. 

      It will be the poorer parts of the world, the poorer people, who will suffer most because they have neither the financial nor other resources to cope, he noted 

      "The industrialized nations must do all they can to reduce their emissions of greenhouse gases, and the first step of which is to ratify the Kyoto Protocol so it can come into force," he stressed. 

      "However we must go further and, at the same time, take action to help the poorer parts of the world adapt, to help them cope with the more unstable and more extreme environments likely in the coming decades," he said. 

      "This is not charity, the richer parts of the world have a debt to pay as a result of the gases they have  been pumping into the atmosphere since the dawn of the Industrial Revolution," Toepfer noted. 

      It is high time that debt was re-paid so that developing nations can not only cope but also be helped onto a sustainable economic path that avoids the mistakes made by industrialized nations, he said. 

      The Munich Re report said that there have been an estimated 526 significant natural disasters in the first nine months of 2002, with over 9,400 people having been killed as a result. 

      The report underscored the high level of rain-related natural catastrophes, saying that one third of all natural catastrophes in 2002 were floods which killed more people and cost far more than any other natural catastrophes.

 _______________________________________________________________________

PANA

Report says global natural disasters cost $70 billion in 2002
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Natural catastrophes, the vast majority which have been weather-related, cost countries and  communities an estimated 56 billion US dollars in January-

September 2002, the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said Tuesday in a release, quoting a preliminary study.

Record-breaking rains have triggered devastating floods in Europe, destruction of homes across the Caribbean and life-threatening mudslides in India, Nepal and Bangladesh in 2002.

According to the study, the final bill for this year's natural disasters could surpass 70 billion dollars.

For instance, it says, Typhoon Rusa, which hit South Korea in late August and early September, downed 24,000 power lines, destroyed 645 ships, resulted in the deaths of 300,000 livestock and cost 6.6 billion dollars, the report says.

Meanwhile, insured losses are running at an estimated 9 billion dollars over the same period.

Furthermore, the report estimates the insured losses emanating from the August floods in Europe at between 2 and 5 billion dollars. The floods, the worst in 150 years, ravaged buildings, swept away cars, damaged railway, power and communications lines, and killed more than 100 people.

The findings, announced at the 8th Committee of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) meeting in New Delhi, India, were compiled by experts at the Munich Re- insurance company, it says.

The re-insurance company, a member of UNEP's Finance Initiative, has since the 1970s been compiling annual records on natural catastrophes and their costs.

"There have been over 500 major natural disasters already this year, killing thousands of people, making hundreds of thousands homeless and affecting millions," says Thomas Loster, a member of  the team.

Loster added that many of the atmospheric events recorded were extreme.

"Rain intensities reached unique values, marking all-time records in the statistics for meteorologists and climate scientists. There have been, for example, the floods in Chile, Jamaica,

Nepal, Spain and France and the summer floods in Germany where annual precipitation averages were reached in the course of only one or two days.

"We have, once more, strong indications that global warming is increasing and will thus have serious effects on societies and economies alike," he said.

Also commenting on the study, Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, noted that climate change, linked with human-made emissions, is already under way.

"The world is facing a rise in extreme weather, events of the kind witnessed in 2002 that will impact on every facet of life including agriculture, health, water supplies and wildlife,"

Toepfer said.

He explained that it would be the poorer parts of the world, the poorer people, who will suffer most because they have neither the financial nor other resources to cope with the situation.

Given this scenario, he said, it behoves industrialised nations to do all they can to reduce their emissions of greenhouse gases, the first step of which is to ratify the Kyoto Protocol so it can come into force.

"However we must go further and, at the same time, take action to help the poorer parts of the world adapt, to help them cope with the more unstable and more extreme environments likely in the coming decades."

Citing that adaptation is among key themes of the COP8 Delhi meeting that followed the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), Toepfer urged the world to marry the issues and actions needed to deal with climate change under the Johannesburg Plan of

implementation.

"We must also see how new funds, pledged in the run-up to WSSD, can be harnessed with those agreed [to] under the Kyoto Protocol so as to boost food, water and health security.

"That is the challenge of delivering sustainable development in climate-changed world," said Toepfer.

_______________________________________________________________ 

Insurance Day 

Annual damage from natural disasters set to reach $70bn 

      BODY: 

      The final bill for damage caused by natural disasters this year could top $70bn, according to a preliminary study by experts at Munich Re. Natural catastrophes, the majority of which have been weather related, have so far cost countries an estimated $56bn between January and September 2002, with insured losses running at an estimated $9bn over the same period, said Munich Re. 

      The reinsurer's report says there have been an estimated 526 significant natural disasters in the first nine months of 2002 195 in Asia, 149 in the Americas, 99 in Europe, 45 in Australia and 38 in Africa. Europe has been hardest hit financially, with almost $33bn of economic losses this year and more than $6bn in insured losses, said the study. But more than 8,000 of the 9,400 people killed as a result of these events were in Asia, showed the report. The findings were announced at the Eighth Committee of the Parties to the United

      Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change meeting in New Delhi. Munich Re, which is a member of the United Nations Environment Programme's (UNEP) Finance Initiative, has been compiling annual record on natural catastrophes and their costs since 1970, the committee said. 

      Thomas Loster, a member of the Munich Re team, said: "There have been over 500 major natural disasters already this year, killing thousands of people, making hundreds of thousands homeless and affecting millions. 

      "Many of the atmospheric events we have recorded were extreme. Rain intensities reached unique values, marking all-time records in the statistics of the meteorologists and climate scientists. There have been, for example, the floods in Chile, Jamaica, Nepal, Spain and France and the summer floods in Germany, where annual precipitation averages were reached in the course of only one or two days. 

      "We have, once more, strong indications that global warming is increasing and will thus have serious effects on societies and economies alike," he said. The report pointed to the high level of rain-related catastrophes  around the world, which have killed more people and accounted for more financial loss than both windstorms and earthquakes. It estimated 66% of economic losses and 64% of insured losses were due to flooding, as  well as 42% of fatalities. Windstorms, including hurricanes and tornadoes, accounted for 13% of fatalities,

      23% of economic losses and 34% of insured losses. 

      UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said: "Climate change, linked with human-made emissions, is already under way. The world is facing a rise in extreme weather, events of the kind witnessed in 2002 that will impact on every facet of life, including agriculture, health, water supplies and wildlife. It will be the poorer parts of the world, the poorer people, who will suffer most because they have neither the financial nor other resources to cope." 

      "The industrialised nations must do all they can to reduce their emissions of greenhouse gases, the first step of which is to ratify the Kyoto Protocol so it can come into force. 

      "However, we must go further and at the same time take action to help the poorer parts of the world adapt,  to help them cope with the more unstable and more extreme environments likely in the coming decades," he said.

_________________________________________________________________________

Panafrican News Agency (PANA) Daily Newswire 

October 29, 2002 

 UNEP CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE RATIFICATION OF KYOTO PROTOCOL 

      New Delhi, India (PANA) - UN Environment Programme (UNEP) executive director Klaus Toepfer has called on  industrialised countries to make all efforts to ratify and foster implementation of the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, so as to alleviate the plight of developing countries that suffer most from the phenomenon. 

      At a joint news conference Tuesday with representatives of major insurance and reinsurance companies, Toepfer stressed the need to find a formula to help repair the damage caused by natural disasters, notably among the poorest sections of global society, who do not have the means of taking an insurance policy.

      "The growth of global climate phenomena is endangering the social stability and solvability of banks and  insurance companies," the UNEP official said. 

      He urged banks and financial institutions to take interest in climate change, all the more so as the new market generated by clean technologies limiting the effects of such phenomena stands at hundreds of billions of dollars. 

      Recent natural disasters across the world (drought in India and the US, floods in Europe, serious rainfall deficit in the Sahel) are reminders of the seriousness of the problem, the UNEP chief pointed out. 

      For the 1997 Kyoto Protocol to come into force, it must be ratified by 55 governments accounting for 55 percent of greenhouse gas emissions, the reference being the emission level of developed countries in 1990. 

      The Protocol has so far been ratified by 95 countries accounting for 37.1 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions. 

      The US, the world's largest polluter has rejected the protocol, whose coming into force now largely depends on Russia. 

      But Moscow, which announced at this year's Earth Summit in Johannesburg that it would ratify the text, has  given itself an additional year to reflect on the matter. 

      JOURNAL-CODE: WPNA

_________________________________________________________________________

PANA

Toepfer pour la ratification immédiate du Protocole de Kyoto
New Delhi, Inde (PANA) - Le Directeur exécutif du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), Klaus Toepfer, a invité mardi, les pays industrialisés à tout faire pour ratifier et favoriser l'entrée en vigueur du Protocole de Kyoto sur les changements climatiques afin d'épargner les pays en développement qui souffrent le plus de ce phénomène.

S'exprimant au cours d'une conférence de presse conjointe avec les représentants de grandes compagnies d'assurance et de réassurance, il a souligné la nécessité de trouver une formule

pour aider à réparer les dégâts causés par les catastrophes naturelles, particulièrement parmi les couches les plus pauvres de la planète, qui n'ont pas les moyens de contracter une

assurance.

"La croissance des phénomènes climatiques mondiaux met en danger la stabilité sociale et la solvabilité des banques et compagnies

d'assurance", indique un communiqué du PNUE.

Les banques et services financiers sont appelés à s'intéresser aux changements climatiques d'autant plus que le nouveau marché généré par les technologies propres permettant de limiter les effets de ce phénomène, se chiffre à des centaines de milliards de dollars.

Les récents désastres climatiques survenus dans le monde ces derniers temps (sécheresse en Inde et aux Etats-Unis, inondations en Europe, grave déficit pluviométrique dans le Sahel) sont là pour rappeler la gravité du problème, relève le PNUE.

Pour entrer en vigueur, le Protocole de Kyoto, qui date de 1997, doit réunir les ratifications de 55 gouvernements comptant pour 55 pour cent des émissions de gaz à effet de serre, la référenceétant le niveau d'émission atteint par les pays développés en 1990.

Le Protocole a été jusqu'ici ratifie par 95 pays comptant pour 37,1 pour cent des émissions mondiales de gaz à effet de serre. 

Le plus gros pollueur du monde, les Etats-Unis n'ayant pas ratifié cet accord, son entrée en vigueur dépend maintenant de la Russie qui, après avoir annoncé, au Sommet mondial sur le

développement durable, à Johannesburg, qu'elle allait le ratifier, s'est donné un an supplémentaire de réflexion.

_______________________________________________________________

The Press Trust of India 

October 29, 2002 Tuesday 

 'Adverse effects of climate change can destabilise economy' 

      DATELINE: New Delhi, Oct 29 

      In what should act as a wake up call to the financial sector in India, United Nations Environment Programme  Tuesday said extreme adverse effects of climate change have the potential to destabilise the world economy and losses may cross 70 billion US dollars for 2002 alone. 

      "Losses as a result of natural disasters appear to be doubling every decade and have reached one trillion US

      dollars in last 15 years and annual losses, in the next ten years, will reach close to 150 billion USD if the

      current trends continue," Andrew Dlugolecki of the UNEP delegation told reporters at the ongoing UN

      Conference on Climate Change here. 

      Failure of monsoon in Asia, forest fires in the US and droughts and floods in several parts of the world are

      the kinds of severe weather events anticipated by scientists as a result of human induced weather change

      and will cause massive economic losses, UNEP delegation said. "The increasing frequency of severe climatic  events, threatening the social stability or coupled with significant social costs, has the potential to stress

      insurers, reinsurers and banks to the point of impaired viability or even insolvency," said 'Climate Change and  Financial Services Industry', a report prepared by UNEP Finance Initiatives. The asset managers such as

      pension funds which are slow to appreciate the climate change threat may see the value of energy or power

      company holdings decline as investors become more aware of the liabilities linked with carbon intensive

      industries, Nigel Antony Baker of UNEP Finance Initiatives said. 

      "Action is needed at two levels - by policy makers who sould take up long term targets to reduce

      greenhouse gases emissions and generate public awareness and by private sector which should implement

      measures to reduce GHG emissions," Dlugolecki added. 

      UNEP Financial Initiative has also started a Carbon Disclosure Programme under which the Fortune 500

      companies are required to give an account of measures they are taking to reduce GHG emissions and

      environment protection. 

      "The companies are required to give investor-relevant information on the companies' CO2 emissions and their  insurance policies," Baker said. 

      However, given the financial muscle available to them, financial sector can move markets and minds to

      deliver a cleaner, healthier and less vulnerable world for the benefit of the word economy, UNEP Executive

      Director Klaus Toepfer said. 

      "Climate Change and substantial emission reductions, like any other strategic global business challenge,

      ultimately becomes a financial issue. Problems associated with environment disasters quickly become

      measured in terms of dollars and cents and industry needs to lead by developing financial solutions and risk mitigation techniques to assist our clients in achieving global emissions reduction," John H Fitzpatrick of

      Switzerland-based reinsurers Swiss Re said. The UNEP report has recommended urging insurers and

      reinsurers to reflect the risks from climate-related perils in policies and develop public-private partnership in high-risk areas so that cover can be maintained. 

      It said commercial banks should fully price risks from climate change into loan agreements and give incentves  to schemes that encourage energy efficiency or cleaner fuels. 

      It also asked the governments to work with stock market regulators to help boost understanding of the

      impacts of global warming on public listed companies and new offerings and take clear commitments on how GHG reduction targets will be met alongside economic incentives for investing in clean energy schems. 

      Another report by Munich Re insurers said in the first nine months pf 2002 there have been an estimated 526 natural disasters - highest 195 in Asia followed by America's at 149, Europe 99, Australia 45 and Africa 38. 

      Over 9400 people had been killed with over 8000 in Asia and economic losses were estimated at 56.4 billion USD, 33 billion USD in Asia, it said adding insured losses have so far cost the industry nine billion USD.
_______________________________________________________________

United Press International 

October 29, 2002 

Mountain charter signed in Central Asia 

 Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan signed a Central Asian Mountain Charter in Bishkek, the Kyrgyz

      capital, on Tuesday. 

      The charter -- set up to promote stable development in the mountainous region -- was signed during a

      four-day Global Mountain Summit which started in Bishkek Tuesday. Other central Asian countries, such as

      Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, did not sign the charter, which is to be handed over to the United Nations as

      the main working document for stable development of mountainous areas, the Kyrgyz Kabar news agency

      reported. The summit's participants have until Friday to focus on the impact of climate change on

      mountainous terrain as well as education and employment problems in such regions. 

      Attended by representatives of 60 countries, the summit opened in the Kyrgyz Government House.

      Governments and organizations supporting it included Kyrgyzstan, the U.N. Environment Program, and the

      U.N. Food and Agricultural Organization with the help of UNESCO, UNDP, the United Nations University, the

      Global Environment Facility, the Asian Development Bank and the Mountain Forum. 

      The opening ceremony began with a speech by Chyngyz Aitmatov, a well-known Kyrgyz writer. 

      "If today we shall not start to adhere to the principle of self-restriction (on activity in mountains), then

      tomorrow it will be (too) late," Aitmatov said, adding that rich nations needed to help poor countries

      succeed in implementing changes. 

      Some 10 percent of the world's population, who live in mountainous regions, face hurdles in access to

      markets, education and other economic opportunities. 

      According to Kyrgyz President Askar Akayev, consumerism in these regions has contributed to poverty,

      depopulation, environmental degradation, loss of ethnic and cultural traditions, interethnic tension, conflicts,

      migration and information problems. 

      While emphasizing that special attention must be directed at helping mountainous regions fight poverty,

      Akayev praised his country's roots. 

      "Modern Kyrgyz democracy ... undoubtedly, climbed down from (our) high mountains and was not imported

      from outside," he said, noting Kyrgyzstan was once called "an island of democracy" in Central Asia. 

      Speakers from UNEP said mountainous regions throughout the world were experiencing alarming changes,

      especially due to climate fluctuations. One of the most serious threats to mountain environments has been

      global warming, which is rapidly melting mountain glaciers and snowfields. Also these environments have

      been severely impacted by the excessive use of natural resources, inappropriate infrastructure development

      and deforestation.
_______________________________________________________________

BBC

Mountain birdlife 'under threat'

               The Caucasian black grouse: Flamboyant

              By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent in

               Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 

               The relentless growth in human exploitation of  mountainous areas means more than half of Europe's

               mountain birds are in danger, say experts. 

               The warning, from BirdLife International, came on the   opening day of the Global Mountain Summit here.    Farmers, hunters and tourists share the blame for the birds' plight, BirdLife says. 

               And it fears some birds could be driven to extinction in certain areas. 

               BirdLife, a global alliance of conservation groups, has identified 558 areas  in Europe's mountains which it has designated Important Bird Areas (IBAs). 

               It says their conservation is critical to the species at risk. 

               Yet 91% of them face one or more threats caused by unsustainable human activities. 

               Tourism threat 

               The head of BirdLife's European division, Canan  Orhun, said: "Thirty-seven of Europe's 73

               mountain bird species are threatened by  over-exploitation, inappropriate farming and

               forestry practices, and unsustainable tourism carried out in mountain areas." 

               She issued her warning in a letter to the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep),

               telling it of BirdLife's intention to join Unep's International Year of  Mountains initiative. 

               The UN has declared 2002 the year of the mountain, and Unep is supporting the Government of Kyrgyzstan in holding the Bishkek mountain summit, which is due to end on 1 November. 

               Szabolcs Nagy, BirdLife's European  conservation manager, said: "Many of Europe's

               regionally threatened species, including the lammergeier or bearded vulture and the golden

               eagle, face the threat of regional extinction if  the mountain systems they depend on in the

               Alps and Pyrenees continue to be over-exploited for winter sports and summer tourism. 

               "Another species at risk is the flamboyant Caucasian black grouse, which is declining

               because of habitat destruction and persecution in the Caucasus." 

               Web record 

               Birdlife is using a website to argue for better protection of mountains through setting up  reserves and promoting environmentally sustainable development which involves local communities. 

               The site also provides detailed information about the IBAs and about Europe's mountain               birds. 

               With several partners BirdLife is working on a community-based project in the Caucasus               mountains to improve the prospects of  Caucasian black grouse at five sites in Georgia and Azerbaijan. 

               It hopes to promote some of these pilot areas to responsible eco-tourism operators  worldwide, to help to boost local incomes. 

_________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press Writer=

Policy makers, experts gather to discuss vulnerability of  mountain ecosystems
 BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan (AP) _ Environmentalists, government

officials and donors gathered Tuesday to sound the alarm about the increasing vulnerability of mountain ecosystems and mountain peoples to environmental, social and economic pressures. 

The first-ever global mountain summit in the Kyrgyz capital Bishkek surrounded by majestic snowcapped ranges of the Tien Shan Mountains gathered over 500 delegates from about 60 countries. The four-day event is aimed at raising global awareness of the importance of mountain regions. 

Opening the summit on Tuesday, Kyrgyz President Askar Akayev urged a radical change of attitude toward mountain regions. 

``Consumerism toward mountains has caused poverty, depopulation, environmental degradation, loss of ethnic and cultural traditions, interethnic tension, conflicts, migration and information problems,'' he said. 

Issues to be discussed at the summit include the impact of climate change on mountains and problems of education and employment in mountainous areas. 

Crown Prince of Nepal Paras Bir Bikram Shah Dev said mountain regions had been deprived of access to markets, education and opportunities. 

``Far too many our people live in poverty, far too many suffer from inadequate health care,'' he said. ``It is high

time that the pattern was reversed in favor of mountain regions.'' 

A study released ahead of the summit by the U.N. Environment Program and the World Conservation Monitoring Center found many mountain environments are fast disappearing due to excessive use of natural resources, inappropriate infrastructure development, deforestation and natural hazards. 

The report said one of the biggest threats to mountains' environmental security today was global warming, which is rapidly melting mountain glaciers and snowfields. 

Despite the warnings, two of the five former Soviet republics in Central Asia failed to sign a mountain charter

Tuesday intended to signal the region's unity in solving environmental and development problems in their mountain areas. 

The charter was signed by Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, but no official reason was given as to why

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan _ both of which sent delegations to the summit _ didn't join the signing ceremony. 

The region is facing a number of serious environmental problems inherited from its Soviet past, but there has been little cooperation on any level between Central Asian neighbors after their 1991 independence. One of the main sources of tension has been the unequal distribution of costs and benefits in using mountain resources, mainly water.

Mountains cover a quarter of the planet's surface and provide fresh water to almost half of the world's population. Remote from power and economic centers, mountain communities are often marginalized. About half of the world's approximately 700 million mountain inhabitants are vulnerable to food shortages and chronic malnutrition, according to the United Nations and other summit organizers. 

The summit is the biggest international event ever hosted by Kyrgyzstan, a former Soviet republic in Central Asia with a population of about 4.5 million people. Mountains cover more than 90 percent of its territory. 

_________________________________________________________________________

East African (Kenya) - AAGM 

October 28, 2002 

HEADLINE: WHY BUSINESS SUMMIT MUST PRESS FOR AN END TO FOREST DESTRUCTION 

      The commercial "Save the Aberdare Forest" that airs on Nairobi's TV stations at prime time (6 pm-10 pm),

      may at first glance be mistaken for another run-of-the-mill "social responsibility" ad put out by corporate

      entities eager to polish up their image. 

      What makes this commercial different from others is the message that it carries: That a third of Kenya's 29

      million people depend on the rivers that flow from the Aberdares, one of the largest indigenous forests in

      East Africa. 

      That Nairobi's three million residents depend on the forest. That five of Kenya's seven largest rivers,

      including the Tana and Athi, that flow north, west, east and south, providing water and hydroelectric power

      to millions of farmers and seven of Kenya's 12 towns, have their source in the Aberdares. That over 30 per

cent of the nation's tea production and 70 per cent of its coffee is grown in the mountain's foothills and     high  slopes. And that illegal logging is slowly decimating this natural resource. 

      By the end of October the Rhino Ark, a Kenyan NGO that pioneered the initiative, will have raised Ksh160

      million ($ 2 million) and completed the construction of about 160 kilometres of fencing to conserve one of

      East Africa's most famous rhino and wildlife sanctuaries. 

      The Nation Media Group, in collaboration with the Kenya Wildlife Service, has joined the campaign by     setting  up the Nation Aberdare Forest Fund to cover the remaining 150 kilometres. The target is to raise Ksh140 million ($ 1.7 million) to complete the fence by 2005. That way, the water catchment will be secure and human-wildlife conflict drastically reduced. 

      It may be coincidence that the historic East African Business Summit is being held at the Mt Kenya Safari

      Club in Nanyuki, about 50 kilometres southeast of the Aberdares. But one subject that the region's business

      elite will have to push higher up the agenda will be that of stopping the destruction of forests. 

      In those four days (November 3-6) that the 100 or so CEOs will deliberate on the region's economic health,

      we expect that they will also come up with a blueprint that will galvanise the region's political leadership into taking the environment seriously. 

      The Aberdares is not the only forest threatened by illegal loggers. Mau and Ngong forests, among others,

      face similar threats. The problem has its roots in the degazettement of forests, a deliberate programme the

      Kenya government has pursued relentlessly since independence. 

      Official records show that between 1980 and 2000, there were 146 forest excisions in Kenya covering some 355,680 acres of previously forested land. 

      The concern is the same in Tanzania. Mt Kilimanjaro and southern Tanzania, where large tracts of land

      containing natural hard timber such as mahogany and ebony, have had their forest cover removed. 

      Some of the trees felled are more than a century old. The country is losing its forests at a rate of 91,200

      hectares per year, most of it through felling for charcoal rather than for commercial timber. 

      Now a new report by the United Nations indicts private sector players for not doing enough with regard to

      conservation of forests. According to the report, entitled "Climate Change and the Financial Services

      Industry," too few financial companies including banks, pension funds and insurance companies are taking

      the risks and opportunities posed by climate change seriously. In the list of those companies that have so

      far confirmed participation at the business summit, commercial banks feature prominently, just like insurance companies. 

      Dr Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep), says the report  is a wake-up call for the global financial community. "It highlights the real risks and economic perils they are facing as a result of human-influenced climate change," said the Unep boss at the launch of the report on  October 8. "It also highlights how the industry can make a real difference through harnessing the new  market instruments and mechanisms made possible by the Kyoto Protocol and by developing their own  imagintive solutions." 

      The report, he added, underscored how, given the financial muscle available to them, these institutions

      could move markets and minds to deliver a cleaner, healthier and less vulnerable world for the benefit of the   world economy and people everywhere. 

      It says that losses as a result of natural disasters appear to be doubling every decade and have reached $ 1

      trillion in the past 15 years. Annual losses in the next 10 years will reach close to $ 150 billion if current

      trends continue. 

      "The increasing frequency of severe climatic events that threaten social stability, coupled with significant

      social costs, has the potential to stress insurers, reinsurers and banks to the point of impaired viability or

      even insolvency," the report says. 

      The property market, where loans for houses and buildings are made over relatively large periods, could be

      particularly vulnerable as a result of extreme weather events, says the report. Home owners and companies

      with property holdings may find that their insurance cover is cancelled at short notice, leaving them highly

      exposed. 

      The blueprint is also aimed at assisting governments to create the right conditions for the industry to

      operate swiftly and effectively in delivering new climate-related businesses and markets. 

      Recommendations include urging insurers and reinsurers to better reflect the risks from climate-related perils  in policies and to develop public-private partnerships in high-risk areas so that cover can be maintained. 

      Commercial banks should fully price risks from climate change into loan agreements and give incentives to

      schemes that encourage energy efficiency or cleaner fuels, it says. 

      Asset managers, such as pension funds, should ask the companies in which they invest to provide more

      information on their carbon emissions and their exposure to greenhouse gases. 

      Accountants, actuaries, analysts, credit-rating agencies and others providing professional services should

      help corporate clients to better understand the threats and opportunities of climate change. 

      Greenhouse gas trading markets need standardised accounting methods to operate and this is thus another

      area where professional people and their professional organisations can help. 

      Vitalis Omondi is a special correspondent with The EastAfrican. 

      Distributed by AllAfrica Global Media. (allafrica.com)

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

PANA

 Bleaching imperils world's coral reefs 

                Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) -  Tanzania and the Seychelles are among a dozen countries where bleaching has swept coral reefs, a phenomenon scientists link to climate change, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said Monday.

                According to the Nairobi-based UN agency, over 400 cases of bleaching, which can damage and even kill a reef, have been  documented by researchers this year.

                Coral bleaching occurs when stressful conditions such as high temperatures cause corals to expel the microscopic algae that live in their tissues. The algae provide essential food energy for corals.

                The findings, released Monday by the WorldFish Center, the  International Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN) and the UNEP, have come from a new global coral reef information system called

                ReefBase, which contains data on bleaching events dating back to 1963.

                ReefBase has been set up by the WorldFish Center as part of  ICRAN, a global network of more than 10 international agencies aimed at boosting the fortunes of coral reefs by developing  sustainable ways of managing them. The United Nations Foundation funds ICRAN through UNEP.

                The release quoted Dr Meryl Williams, director-general of the  WorldFish Center in Penang, Malaysia, as saying: "20 countries in  all the major oceans have so far this year documented over 430                cases of bleaching."

                She said that this makes 2002 the second-worst year for the phenomenon after the major bleaching events of 1998, which were linked with El Nino.

                "While the impacts are much less than in 1998, we are very concerned at what the short- and long-term impacts are going to be on the reefs themselves and the people who depend on them.

                "A lot will hinge on how well the reefs recover from these latest  events and if further bleaching events occur over the coming years," Williams added.

                Meanwhile, UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, who is attending the COP8 climate change talks in New Delhi this week, said coral reefs were under threat worldwide from a variety of  pressures.

                These, he said, include unsustainable fishing methods, such as  dynamite and cyanide fishing, insensitive tourism, pollution and climate change.

                "Every effort is needed to conserve these vital habitats for fish  and other marine life for the benefit of local people who rely upon them for protein and livelihoods."

                ReefBase (www.reefbase.org) currently holds over 3,800 records going back to 1963, which include information on the severity of  bleaching.

                This is important in order to distinguish between low-level bleaching, which has probably always occurred on coral reefs, and recurrent, massive bleaching of entire reefs, which may be a new  phenomenon related to climate change.

_______________________________________________________________

IPS

2002 Another Bad Year for Coral Reefs 

                       WASHINGTON, Oct 29 (IPS) - The world's coral reefs are suffering another very bad year in 2002, according to scientists who have so far this year recorded 430 cases of bleaching, a phenomenon that is linked to warmer seawater temperatures and can kill the  reefs. 

                       Data from a new information system, called ReefBase, shows that 2002 is the second worst year for coral bleaching after 1998, when a very strong episode of the El Nino weather phenomenon caused catastrophic bleaching events. This was particularly so in the Indian Ocean, where entire reefs died off after the water temperature around Maldives and Seychelles rose by one degree. 

                       The worst bleaching so far this year has taken place at the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, although other incidents have been found in reefs in the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Japan, Palau, Maldives, Tanzania, Seychelles, Belize, Ecuador, and off the U.S. coast in Florida. 

                       ''While the impacts are much less than in 1998, we are very concerned at what the short- and long-term impacts are going to be on the reefs themselves and the people who depend on them,'' said Meryl Williams, director general of the WorldFish Centre in Penang, Malaysia. 

                       ''A lot will hinge on how well the reefs recover from these latest events and if further bleaching events occur over the coming years,'' she added.

                       The latest findings are being released this week as the world's governments are meeting at the U.N. climate change talks in New Delhi. 

                       While bleaching can be caused by any number of stressful environmental conditions -- low salinity, extreme light, and various toxins and pollution -- large-scale bleaching episodes are associated with unusually high sea temperatures that scientists believe are becoming frequent due to the effects of global warming caused by greenhouse gas emissions. 

                       The latest information on coral reefs are also being released ahead of this week's meeting here of the board of directors of the International  Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN), a coalition of a dozen international agencies concerned with the health of coral reefs and funded by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

                       The WorldFish Centre, ICRAN, and UNEP are co-sponsors of ReefBase. 

                       While they occupy less than one quarter of one percent of the Earth's total marine environment, reefs are home to more than a quarter of all known marine fish species. The total number of life forms which are supported by coral reef ecosystems has been estimated at more than one million. 

                       According to one estimate, reef habitats provide humans with living resources, such as fish, and services, such as tourism and protection for populated coastal areas from waves and storms, worth almost 400 billion U.S. dollars a year. 

                       Despite their vast age - some living coral reefs are as old as 2.5 million years - very little was known about their true extent and condition until an initial survey of 108 countries was published by the World Conservation Monitoring Centre in 1988. 

                       The first global date depicting their location was published by the London-based agency only six years ago. 

                       As more has become known about them, concern about their vulnerability has grown sharply. A widely cited 1993 report, based mainly on

                       anecdotal evidence and small sample of reefs which had been assessed scientifically, asserted that 10 percent of the world's reefs were dead and that another 30 percent were likely to die by 2012. 

                       A 1998 report by the Washington-based World Resources Institute (WRI) and UNEP, which included a significantly larger sample, found that almost 60 percent of the world's reefs were under high or medium threat from human activity. 

                       However, that estimate was considered ''conservative'' by its authors because it did not include projections of future threats, including  population growth and global warming. 

                       According to a 2000 study, 27 percent of the world's reefs have been effectively lost, including some 16 percent that were severely damaged  during the 1998 El Nino. Another 14 percent are expected to die over the next decade and a further 18 percent between 2010 and 2030 unless much more is done to protect them, according to ReefBase. 

                       Such actions begin with making reefs protected zones and actively preventing such practices as fishing with explosives or cyanide, a major  problem in parts of South-east Asia. 

                       It also means preventing the run-off of sewage and fertilisers, which spur the proliferation of algae that then choke the reefs. 

                       Dealing with global warming, however, is a much bigger problem. Global warming may not only increase seawater temperatures; it is also  believed to increase the frequency and intensity of storms that batter the reefs, damaging their structure. 

                       Coral bleaching results from a process in which corals expel the algal cells that normally live within their tissue. Bleached coral looks very similar to coral that has recently died, but can be distinguished by the presence of small polyps and tentacles on the coral surface. 

                       That signals that the coral remains alive but is under severe stress. If the causes of that stress are neither too severe nor long lasting, the  coral can recover, although even then, it may not grow at a normal rate. 

                       Of the 430 bleaching episodes so far this year, experts say reports of such incidents are only now becoming comprehensive because the scientific community only began collecting the data systematically over the past decade. ReefBase includes reports of bleaching incidents going back to 1963. 

                       ''The database shows an increase in the frequency and intensity of bleaching, as well as a rise in the number of countries affected,'' said Jamie Oliver, the chairman of ICRAN's steering committee. ''While some of this may be due to increased awareness of the problem, the  phenomenon has been well known among divers and scientists for many years, so the trend is almost certainly real.'' 

                       ''It is too early to determine what level of mortality will occur as a result of the current bleaching, but based on previous events we can expect  a significant number of reefs to suffer loss of corals which could take many years to replace,'' he added. (END/2002)
______________________________________________________________________________________

Bangkok Post 

October 30, 2002 

 LOCAL REEFS UNAFFECTED BY EL NINO' 

      Thailand is likely to escape damage from a new wave of coral bleaching that has swept coral reefs worldwide

      as a result of climate change this year, scientists say. 

      There have so far been no reports of occurrences of unusually high sea water temperatures that could

      affect corals,'' said Asst Prof Vipoosit Manthachitra of the Faculty of Science at Burapha University in Chon Buri. 

      El Nino effects early this year did not have any serious impact on Thailand, he said. El Nino is a disruption of the ocean atmospheric system in the tropical Pacific, which in turn can disrupt weather patterns around the      globe. 

      Niphon Phongsuwan, a coral reef biologist with the Phuket Marine Biology Centre, said coral bleaching had affected about 20% of corals off some islands near Phuket, and to a lesser extent in the Similan and Surin

      archepelagoes earlier this year, but not all the bleached corals were killed. 

      Records from a new global coral reef information system called ReefBase, however, show that over 400

      cases of bleaching, a phenomenon linked with increased seawater temperatures which can damage and even lead to the death of a reef, have occurred so far this year. 

      The majority of bleaching events this year involved the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, the Philippines,      Indonesia, Malaysia, Japan, Palau, the Maldives, Tanzania, the Seychelles, Belize, Ecuador and off the      Florida coast of the United States. 

      The findings were released yesterday by the WorldFish Center, the International Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). ReefBase contains data on bleaching  events dating back to 1963. 

      Meryl Williams, director general of the WorldFish Center in Penang, Malaysia, said: Twenty countries in all the major oceans have so far this year documented over 430 cases of bleaching. This makes 2002 the

      second worst year for the phenomenon after the major bleaching events of 1998 which were linked with the very strong El Nino, climatic event, of that year.'' 

      While the impacts are much less than in 1998, she said she was still concerned with both the short and long      term impacts on the reefs themselves and the people who depend on them. A lot will hinge on how well the      reefs recover from these latest events and if further bleaching events occur over the coming years.'' 

      Coral bleaching occurs when stressful conditions such as high temperatures cause corals to expel the      microscopic algae that live in their tissues. The algae provide essential food energy for corals. The corals      become brittle and die. 

      Corals in Thai territorial waters, especially in the Gulf of Thailand, suffered severely from the last big      bleaching event in 1998. 

      But the damaged reefs had now begun to recover as new corals had taken root, Mr Vipoosit said.
_____________________________________________________________________

Kyodo News Agency

430 cases of coral reef bleaching worldwide in 2nd-worst yr 

WASHINGTON, Oct 29, 2002 (Kyodo via COMTEX) -- There have been over 400 cases of bleaching of coral reefs worldwide so far this year due to climate change and higher seawater temperatures, the second-worst year after 1998, the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) said Monday. 

According to the information system ReefBase, which contains data on bleaching events dating back to 1963, this year's bleaching records came mainly from the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, the largest coral reef system in the world. It suffered its worst bleaching event this year. 

Reefs in other countries including Japan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Palau, the Philippines, the Maldives, Tanzania, the Seychelles, Belize, Ecuador and off the Florida coast were also affected. 

In 1998, 1,400 cases were recorded due to the El Nino weather phenomenon, UNEP said. 

Coral bleaching occurs when stressful conditions such as high temperatures cause coral to expel microscopic algae that live in their tissues, according to the UNEP. 

"It is too early to determine what level of mortality will occur as a result of the current bleaching, but based on

previous events, we can expect a significant number of reefs to suffer loss of corals which could take many years to replace," ReefBase project leader Jamie Oliver warned. 

The ReefBase system was set up as part of the International Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN), which is a global network of more than 10 international agencies aimed at developing sustainable methods to manage coral reefs. It is funded by the United Nations Foundation through UNEP.
_____________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

October 29, 2002 Tuesday 

Ship Sunk to Boost Coral Reef 

       A 40-year-old ship was sunk amid pomp and jubilation at Bamburi Marine Park, Mombasa, where it is

      expected to help replenish the depleted coral reef. 

      The sinking of the mv Dania on Sunday was witnessed by hundreds of tourists along the Bamburi water

      front. They had been carried by boat to within a few metres of the blue vessel to witness the historic

      occasion. Coral reef along the Indian Ocean has been depleted by human activity. It is expected that coral

      will grow on the metal and encourage the growth of marine life. 

      At exactly 1.05 pm, the mv Dania, whose hull had been opened to flood it with water since morning, went

      down in style: The bow lifted above the water before disappearing under a plume of dust. Groups of anxious engineers and environmentalists hugged and cheered when the vessel went down. 

      Mr Walter Wilkie, a consultant with Whitesands Beach Hotel, who said he took part in another ship sinking in the Comoros in 1992, described yesterday's event as impressive. 

      Ms Katherine Anderson from the United Kingdom, travelling aboard the University mv Universe, exclaimed: "It  is historic. Unbelievable!" 

      A boat stood alongside the vessel, pumping water into it to quicken the sinking. It had left the harbour at      7am and at 9am anchored off the beach at Bamburi. Mv Dania was built in Norway in 1965 and, until its      decommissioning, plied the Indian Ocean for more than 15 years carrying livestock. 

      After decommissioning, and on her way to India on retirement, Buccaneer Diving, a Mombasa-based      company, bought and made it an artificial reef. 

      Mr Bruce Philips of Buccaneer Wrecks, a sister company of Buccaneer Diving, said there was need to      establish artificial reefs to stop the rapid destruction of natural ones especially in the Indian Ocean. 

      According to World Bank and Unep statistics, up to 38 per cent of the African coastline is considered at risk from human development and expansion such as cities, ports, road networks and pipelines. 

      This figure increases to 82 per cent in Indonesia where illegal blast fishing is practiced . a guide to the      sinking project reads in part.
______________________________________________________________

Indian Express 

October 29, 2002 

COP DEBATES ASIAN BROWN HAZE CONCERNS 

The Asian Brown Cloud (ABC) controversy was taken up in the eighth Conference of Parties meeting with

      major bodies today. It was agreed that further studies were required before terming this haze either as

      ''Asian'' or a ''cloud''. A study done by a group of scientists from the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore,

      in September refuted its conclusions and said that calling it a ''cloud'' was incorrect. The United Nations

      Environment Programme (UNEP) had released the findings of the INDOEXP experiment worth $ 40 million       stating that the cause of this ''cloud'' was fossil fuel burning in countries like India. Today, UNEP executive  director Klaus Toepfer stood by the findings of the report and said the experiment was authentic and had been prepared by the most competent scientists. Reacting to the controversy, Ministry of Environment and

      Forests director A.K. Mehta said: ''India does not dispute scientific evidence of the Indian ocean experiment  but there is need to conduct further experiments to determine which region the cloud comes from.'' Earlier, India had taken exception to the UNEP report and Environment Minister T.R. Baalu had met Toepfer to  question the findings. It had become a political issue as it meant that pollution in India was responsible for      climatic changes and not the developed world. INDOEXP scientists claimed the study never said it was the      final word on the matter. ''It was a study over one region, one season and of the winter rains. It was not      related to the current drought,'' said A.K. Mitra, one of the four scientists in the original study.

______________________________________________________________

Reuters

Etna burns through forests
 October 29, 2002

                  LINGUAGLOSSA, Italy (Reuters) --  Boiling lava from Mount Etna has swallowed swathes of Sicilian forest, but towns sitting in the shadow of Europe's largest volcano are not at risk of being engulfed                   officials said. 

                  Etna, jolted awake by a series of earthquakes, has been coughing fire for  three days. Planes continued dumping gallons of water on the red-hot lava streams and flaming trees on Tuesday. 

                  About 50 people in Linguaglossa, a popular ski town about eight miles (12 km) from the lava river, spent Monday  night praying in the town's main church  and schools have remained closed. 

                  But rescue workers stressed on Tuesday  that the town, which lies 500 metres  (1,650 feet) up the 3,350-metre volcano and whose name means "tongue of lava,"  would not be eaten up. 

                  "The fact that the people of Linguaglossa  are very worried is reasonable and justified, but at the moment I can exclude any danger for the town," rescue coordinator Vincenzo Crimi told Reuters. 

                  Nonetheless Linguaglossa's faithful plan  to take a statue of their patron saint onto the streets in the hopes of stopping the  lava flow. When they did this 23 years ago, the lava halted, they said. 

                  Higher up the mountain, bulldozers moved in to build barricades to direct the lava flow away from ski resorts and restaurants nestled in the woods. 

                  Etna, which had its last major eruption in 1992, began rumbling on Sunday after  more than 100 small earthquakes shook the eastern edge of Sicily and parts of mainland Italy. 

                  The National Institute of Geophysics and Vulcanology registered more tremors  overnight and on Tuesday morning another quake measuring 2.9 on the Richter  scale struck near the volcano. 

Ash continued to rain down on Catania,  Sicily's second-largest city, and residents carried umbrellas to protect themselves from flaming particles. 

Catania's main airport was closed for the third day, with flights redirected to Sicily's capital Palermo. 

Etna is almost constantly rumbling, but experts say its fissures act like vents, releasing pressure at regular intervals instead of allowing it to build up into a  massive explosion. 

Civil protection officials said on Tuesday that some of those fissures may have widened overnight because of continued tremors. 

Etna has not produced any serious activity since a series of eruptions in July and August last year, described as one of the most erratic and complex displays in 300 years. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Drought forces water curbs on millions of Australians
  MELBOURNE - Water restrictions are to be imposed on Australia's second largest city, Melbourne, for the first time in 20 years because of

  the nation's worsening drought. 

  The restrictions, which target a reduction in the outdoor use of water for such things as watering the garden, washing cars and filling

  swimming pools, will be enforced from November 1. 

  "Restrictions are likely to be in place for at least six to nine months and possibly longer if rainfall remains below average," Victorian

  Environment Minister Sherryl Garbutt said. 

  She said breaches of the restrictions, which will also be implemented in 150 other towns throughout the state, carry fines of between

  A$4,000 ($2,200) and prison terms of up to six months. 

  Australia is suffering its worst drought in 100 years, which government forecaster ABARE has predicted will wipe A$5.4 billion from the

  nation's economy in 2002/03. 

  Melbourne, with a population of 3.5 million, was hit hard during the 1982/83 drought that was caused by the El Nino weather phenomenon.

  Residents faced months of water restrictions and major bushfires on the city's fringes caused scores of deaths and widespread damage. 

  The country's largest city, Sydney, is also facing the threat of water restrictions, while emergency water supplies are already being trucked

  to several towns in country New South Wales state. 

  Story Date: 30/10/2002
______________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)- NEWS UPDATE

October 30, 2002

UNEP calls for immediate ratification of Kyoto Protocol 

New Delhi, India (PANA) - UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer has called on industrialised countries to make all efforts to ratify and foster implementation of the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, so as to alleviate the plight of developing countries that suffer most from the phenomenon. At a joint news conference Tuesday with representatives of major insurance and reinsurance companies, Toepfer stressed the need to find a formula to help repair the damage caused by natural disasters, notably among the poorest sections of global society, who do not have the means of taking an insurance policy. He urged banks and financial institutions to take interest in climate change, all the more so as the new market generated by clean technologies limiting the effects of such phenomena stands at hundreds of billions of dollars. Recent natural disasters across the world (drought in India and the US, floods in Europe, serious rainfall deficit in the Sahel) are reminders of the seriousness of the problem, the UNEP chief pointed out. For the 1997 Kyoto Protocol to come into force, it must be ratified by 55 governments accounting for 55 percent of greenhouse gas emissions, the reference being the emission level of developed countries in 1990.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025557&dte=29/10/2002
International summit tackles destruction of mountain environments 

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (PANA) - An international summit on mountains kicked off here Tuesday with a major criticism from UNESCO's director general Koichiro Matsuura that scientists had ignored mountain populations in their research. Matsuura told the 600 delegates from various parts of the world that by doing so, the scientists were neglecting a vast source of knowledge. "Scientists have been telling us about global warming and its effect on the world climate. I feel that scientists should listen to and learn from traditional knowledge among mountain communities," he told the meeting's plenary. The summit is the culmination of the International Year of Mountains, conceived by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Several speakers stated that the careless use of mountains in the past had led to their destruction, spelling doom for populations who depend on them for water and other resources. Almost half the world population who depend on mountains for their water and other provisions are at risk.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025439&dte=29/10/2002
Report says global natural disasters cost $70 billion in 2002 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Natural catastrophes, the vast majority of which have been weather-related, cost countries and communities an estimated 56 billion US dollars in January- September 2002, the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said Tuesday in a release, quoting a preliminary study. Record-breaking rains have triggered devastating floods in Europe, destruction of homes across the Caribbean and life- threatening mudslides in India, Nepal and Bangladesh in 2002. According to the study, the final bill for this year's natural disasters could surpass 70 billion dollars. Meanwhile, insured losses are running at an estimated 9 billion dollars over the same period. Furthermore, the report estimates the insured losses emanating from the August floods in Europe at between 2 and 5 billion dollars. The floods, the worst in 150 years, ravaged buildings, swept away cars, damaged railway, power and communications lines, and killed more than 100 people.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025419&dte=29/10/2002
Ocean surge forces closure of Lagos road 

Lagos, Nigeria (PANA) - A continuous surge of the Atlantic Ocean has forced the Lagos state government to close a road adjacent to the popular Bar Beach in the Nigerian commercial city. State commissioner for environment and physical planning Kayode Anibaba announced Monday the government had declared Ahmadu Bello Way "an endangered zone" and would close it indefinitely from 1 November. Increasing surge from the ocean has already rendered the two-way, four-lane road impassable, even though motorists still drive over the pile of sand deposited by the waves. Already, makeshift structures dotting the beach have been swept away by the ocean surge, while buildings overlooking the beach  (most of them state government offices) are perpetually flooded by ocean waves. A proposed project to stop the encroachment of the ocean has been stalled by disagreement between the state and federal governments.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025437&dte=29/10/2002
Govt takes giant step to protect biodiversity in Madagascar 

Antananarivo, Madagascar (PANA) - In a giant stride to protect and promote biodiversity in Madagascar, the government in Antananarivo and the centre of international co-operation in agricultural research for development (CIRAD) have signed a contract to implement a project on biodiversity. The two parties signed the contract Monday for the 1.3 million euro project, which will economically promote bio-diversity in Madagascar. The project will involve organisations and grassroots communities that have identified certain biodiversity sectors to promote and protect. It will also ensure that promotion activities are consistent with agreed regional development goals.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025413&dte=29/10/2002
Wildlife Under Threat, Says Nhema

The Daily News (Harare): The Minister of the Environment and Tourism, Francis Nhema has acknowledged that poaching and massive environmental degradation in the resettlement areas are a threat to the implementation of his ministry's $88 million integrated conservation plan. Nhema was addressing guests at a solar eclipse promotional function hosted in Beitbridge by the Zimbabwe Tourism Authority. He said wildlife in the resettlement areas was exposed to two risk factors. Nhema said: "One is where the landowners wish to carry out mass translocation of animals to undesignated farms. The other threat comes from resettled people who do not fully appreciate the value of the wildlife resources against other agricultural activities. In Matabeleland North, the government has ignored the concerns of environmentalists, and last month announced that it would proceed with plans to resettle more people in the Gwayi Forest Conservancy.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210290638.html
Wildlands Trust Helps Save Endangered Blue Swallow

South African Press Association (Johannesburg): The University of Natal and Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife have begun a bid to save South Africa's most endangered bird -- the blue swallow. A group from the university's School of Botany, Zoology and Geography and Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife have begun an exercise to find out how to slow the bird's decline. Only 80 breeding pairs exist in South Africa, with half of them in KwaZulu Natal. Last year only 37 pairs successfully fledged their offspring. The rescue bid has been funded with R50000 from the Wildlands Trust, an NGO concerned with conservation-based community development in KwaZulu-Natal. The money comes from Travellers Worldwide, a United Kingdom-based agency that finds volunteers for various projects.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210290834.html
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Topical News Issues
Local reefs `unaffected by El Nino' - Coral intact despite bleaching concerns 
Bangkok Post, Oct 30, 2002 (Wasant Techawongtham) - Thailand is likely to escape damage from a new wave of coral bleaching that has swept coral reefs worldwide as a result of climate change this year, scientists say.
…Records from a new global coral reef information system called ReefBase, however, show that over 400 cases of bleaching, a phenomenon linked with increased seawater temperatures which can damage and even lead to the death of a reef, have occurred so far this year.
The majority of bleaching events this year involved the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Japan, Palau, the Maldives, Tanzania, the Seychelles, Belize, Ecuador and off the Florida coast of the United States.
The findings were released yesterday by the WorldFish Center, the International Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). ReefBase contains data on bleaching events dating back to 1963.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/30Oct2002_news16.html 

World’s top agri scientists meet in RP
 The Philippine Star 10/29/2002 (By Rudy A. Fernandez) – LOS BAÑOS, Laguna – Some 500 research administrators and scientists from various parts of the world began their five-day meeting in the Philippines here yesterday, confident that research can considerably help enable countries to feed their burgeoning population.
… However, he said at a press conference later that more funds should be funneled into research to develop cutting-edge technologies that can effectively address such issues as food security, resource management, and environmental management. 
The CGIAR official asserted that there should be more investments in agriculture, particularly in the developing countries.
… CGIAR sponsors include the World Bank, United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (UN-FAO), UN Development Program (UNDP), UN Environmental Program (UNEP), and the European Union.
http://www.philstar.com/philstar/News200210290710.htm 

ENVIRONMENT: Scientists link wave of coral bleaching to climate change

New Delhi (PINA Nius Online, 29 October 2002) - A new wave of bleaching has swept coral reefs world-wide with scientists linking the events to climate change.

More than 400 cases of bleaching - a phenomenon linked with increased seawater temperatures which can damage and even result in the death of a reef - have been documented so far this year.

The majority of bleaching records have come from the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, with others including Pacific Ocean countries such as Palau, the Philippines, and Japan.

The findings were released in New Delhi today by the WorldFish Center, the International Coral Reef Action Network, and the United Nations Environment Programme…


Thai team makes poor showing in New Delhi - Delegates turn up on 7th of 10-day meet 
The Bangkok Post, Oct 30, 2002 (Kultida Samabuddhi) - Thailand's main delegation to the 8th session of the UN conference on climate change (COP8), has made a poor showing, environmentalists say.
``These agencies should be rebuked for failing to concentrate on such an important event, the consensus of which could place the country's natural resources at risk,'' said Wanun Permpibul, of World Wildlife Fund-Thailand, one of five participating non-governmental organisations from Thailand. The conference began on Oct 23 and ends this Friday.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/30Oct2002_news18.html 

RI's NGOs call for clear ratification regulations 
The Jakarta Post, Oct, 30, 2002, (Stevie Emilia), New Delhi - Indonesian non-governmental organizations attending the United Nations conference on climate change on Tuesday emphasized the need to clearly stipulate ratification regulations in the draft Delhi Declaration prepared by the host country, India.
… "The Delhi Declaration should clearly include regulations about the urgency of Russia and Canada to immediately ratify the Kyoto Protocol so it can have legal power," said Eka Melisa, World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Indonesia program coordinator for climate change and energy on Tuesday. 
The ratified countries' cumulative carbon-based emissions fall short of the 55 percent reduction of total emissions at 1990 levels, the level needed for the agreement to come into force. So far 96 countries have already ratified the Kyoto Protocol. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailnational.asp?fileid=20021030.J01&amp;irec=2 

Climate summit runs into rough weather
The Times of India, Oct 30, 2002 - NEW DELHI: As the UN climate change conference geared up for its political segment, starting Wednesday, discussions on funding for climate change activities ran into rough weather amid indications that quite a few of the developed countries are keen to see developing countries take emission reduction targets of their own.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/articleshow?artid=26706563 

_______________________________________________________________________

ROE Media Update

UNEP and UN in the News

EU attacks draft on climate change

NEW DELHI: The Europeans on Monday attacked the Indian draft on a political declaration on climate change, saying it is diluted in focus and is not a forward-looking document which can guide work programmesMost importantly, there is not even a reference to the Kyoto Protocol. "The draft's unthinkable," said the European Commission's Marianne Wenning. As the UN climate change conference readies for its political segment from Wednesday, countries are taking up positions on the political declaration, leaving the conference president, Union environment minister Baalu, bleating "consensus". 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/articleshow?artid=26605699
General environment news

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY: World Bank arm denies green claims

FT, 29 October, page 8. The International Finance Corporation, the private sector arm of the World Bank, has disputed claims that it withdrew from a Romanian mining project because of environmental concerns.

Gabriel Resources, a Canadian company, had applied for $100m (€102m, ý64m) funding for an open cast gold mine at Rosia Montana, western Romania, but talks with the IFC ended earlier this month.

A World Bank spokesperson said earlier the decision not to proceed was taken by James Wolfensohn, the bank's president, in association with Peter Woicke, the IFC's head. "The decision was in large part driven by concerns about the project's social and environmental impact," the spokesperson said.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=021029001072&query=World+Bank+arm+denies&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
EU rules out cod fishing ban, eyes strict curbs

BRUSSELS – 29 October. The European Union rejected yesterday a call from scientists for an indefinite ban on cod fishing in northern Europe, where fisheries are on the brink of collapse after years of over-exploitation.

But faced with the lowest numbers of fish ever recorded, EU Fisheries Commissioner Franz Fischler said the executive European Commission was likely to propose an effective moratorium on cod fishing next year.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18360/story.htm
EU takes Austria to court over wild bird hunting

BRUSSELS -  29 October. The European Commission will take Austria to court for failing to stop hunters killing excessive numbers of protected birds of prey, it said yesterday. "I urge Austria to end quickly the unjustified killing of birds of prey in Lower Austria," EU Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom said in a statement to announce the court action. 

The state of Lower Austria regularly gives hunters exemptions from the European Union's 1979 wild birds directive, allowing them to kill protected buzzards and harriers, it said. The birds directive is the EU's oldest conservation law and enrages many hunters in Europe by imposing limits on their sport. The Commission is involved in a long-running legal battle with France over its hunting season. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18362/story.htm
FEATURE - Car of the future or a lot of hot air?

Paris – 29 October. Inventor, car enthusiast and environmentalist Guy Negre has built a car powered by compressed air and hopes it will be chuffing along roads across the world within the next few years. Inside Negre's car, cold air compressed in tanks to 300 times atmospheric pressure is heated and fed into the cylinders of a piston engine.

No combustion takes place, so there is no pollution. In fact, says Negre, the air from the exhaust pipe is cleaner than the air that goes in, thanks to an internal filter. The air car, which he says will cost 6,800 euros ($6,700), looks a little like DaimlerChrysler's easy-to-park Smart city car, with one row of seats wide enough for three and a curved, pod-like front end.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18354/story.htm
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Climate Change
Predictions are now certain: planet Earth is undergoing a climate change that could have dire consequences for all forms of life. Thousands of delegates are gathered in India to try to reach agreements aimed at confronting this problem, debating at the conference known as COP 8.

The 8th Session of the Conference of Parties (COP 8) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was convened Oct 23 to Nov 1 in New Delhi. Officials and environmentalists alike hope that it will mark a shift towards a negotiating phase for compliance with past agreements.

The Framework Convention (pdf), which dates back to 1992, has been signed by 185 countries. For the last decade, the world's governments have carried out intense negotiations to define a strategy to halt climate change, attributed to the so-called "greenhouse effect", caused by the accumulation in the Earth's atmosphere of gases emitted in the combustion of fossil fuels like petroleum or coal.

BRAZIL: Guaraná Genome Research
RIO DE JANEIRO - The guaraná (Paullinia cupana), the famous bush from the Brazilian Amazon, is the first species of the region subjected to genome research, with the goal being to unlock the secrets of its metabolism, and to improve the productivity and quality of the fruit. 

Rich in caffeine, the guaraná fruit rose to international fame through soft drinks based on its seeds. 

The two-year genome research project, to begin in November, has the financial backing of the Brazilian Ministry of Science and Technology and of local development institutions. 

The scientists involved in the project point out that they will not decipher all of the gene sequences, but will focus on those that determine certain characteristics of the guaraná

CUBA: Recording Sounds of Nature
HAVANA - The world of sounds made by birds, amphibians, mammals and insects in the eastern region of Cuba will be saved for posterity in recordings made using the latest technology, an effort involving Cuban and U.S. scientists. 

The Field Museum of Chicago and Cornell University's Sound Laboratory donated the equipment to set up a recording lab at the Museum of Natural History in the eastern city of Santiago de Cuba. 

Experts from the two U.S. institutions also trained Cuban specialists in recording techniques. The island's participation in the program also includes the Eastern Center for Ecosystems and Biodiversity.

CENTRAL AMERICA: Investing in HIV/AIDS

SAN JOSE - Five Central American countries will invest 4.6 million dollars in a regional project aimed at HIV/AIDS prevention, backed by the Central American Economic Integration Bank (BCIE). 

The funds, which will focus on educational campaigns, will by donated by the German government and administered by BCIE, the region's main financial integration body, and by the Agency for Development, its German counterpart. 

The initiatives for preventing HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases will be carried out in the BCIE member countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala and Nicaragua.

VENEZUELA: Preserving Genetic Resources
CARACAS - Researchers at Venezuela's National Center for Phytogenetic Resource Conservation are dedicating themselves to preserving the germplasm (seeds, samples or entire plants) of numerous species considered valuable to this South American country. 

The center, in the state of Aragua, gathers genetic material and stores it ex situ, that is, away from its natural environment. The scientists are focusing on endangered species from areas with degraded ecosystems, or with medicinal or economic value. 

The cacao bush, the Caracas walnut, the pineapple and medicinal plants are the stars of the institution's 11 projects.

____________________________________________________________________
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UNEP IN THE NEWS

Warmer Oceans Kill Reefs, NY Times, 29/10:  Coral reefs, vital ocean habitats, suffered the worst damage from warming waters this year since a record episode in 1998, scientists said. More than 400 suffer extensive bleaching, in which heat kills algae that help reef-building organisms grow. The most extensive damage is along the Great Barrier Reef, off Australia. The scientists maintain a Web site, reefbase.org.  (See

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/29/international/29BRIE5.html?ex=1036900639&ei=1&en=87bf555f78bc1c82)

2002 Another Bad Year for Coral Reefs, IPS (Washington), 29/10:  The world's coral reefs are suffering another very bad year in 2002, according to scientists who have so far this year recorded 430 cases of bleaching, a phenomenon that is linked to warmer seawater temperatures and can kill the reefs.  Data from a new information system, called ReefBase, shows that 2002 is the second worst year for coral bleaching after 1998, an El Nino year.  The latest findings are being released this week as the world's governments are meeting at the U.N. climate change talks in New Delhi. The latest information on coral reefs are also being released ahead of this week's meeting of the board of directors of the International Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN), a coalition of a dozen international agencies concerned with the health of coral reefs and funded by UNEP.  The WorldFish Centre, ICRAN, and UNEP are co-sponsors of ReefBase.  (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=13208)

430 cases of coral reef bleaching worldwide in 2nd-worst yr, Kyodo (Washington), 29/10:  There have been over 400 cases of bleaching of coral reefs worldwide so far this year due to climate change and higher seawater temperatures, the second-worst year after 1998, UNEP said Monday.  According to the information system ReefBase, which contains data on bleaching events dating back to 1963, this year's bleaching records came mainly from the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, the largest coral reef system in the world. The ReefBase system was set up as part of the International Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN), which is a global network of more than 10 international agencies aimed at developing sustainable methods to manage coral reefs. It is funded by the United Nations Foundation through UNEP.

Year's natural disasters caused over 70 billion dollars in damage, DPA (UN), 29/10:  This year's record rains, devastating floods, mudslides and destruction of homes in many parts of the world have caused damage that well exceeds 70 billion dollars, according to UNEP.  A preliminary study showed that damage from natural disasters was about 56 billion dollars from January to September and the final annual toll was expected to be well over 70 billion dollars.

US NEWS

NAFTA brings regulations but can't stem pollution, Houston Chronicle, 28/10:  Ten years after the North American Free Trade Agreement was enacted, controversy continues over the environmental consequences of increased trade between the U.S. and Mexico.  Some experts who bitterly opposed NAFTA at the start now feel that the treaty has led to some improvements in quality of life in U.S. border areas -- but they say that environmental gains in Mexico have been lagging, due in part to population growth and lax pollution controls.  Several border cities have added new waste- and water-treatment plants, yet the capacity of many of the facilities remains inadequate. Environmentalists also worry about unregulated Mexican smelters, solvent plants, and power generators that release contaminants, and point to unremitting air pollution, sewage leaks, and hazardous waste in border towns.  Says Lori Wallach, director of Public Citizen Global Trade Watch in Washington, D.C., "All the bad things that were predicted to happen did happen, but the things that were predicted to fix it didn't."  (See http://www.chron.com/cs/CDA/printstory.hts/metropolitan/1636093)

After 13 years, Valdez's oil damage lingers, Christian Science Monitor, 29/10:  New evidence challenges perceptions that the spill damage is over, leading to calls for Exxon to pay more.  Nearly 14 years after the tanker Exxon Valdez ran aground, causing the worst oil spill in US history, boat owners who do brisk business with whalewatchers have found that as marvelous as they find the oceanscape, the perception of Prince William Sound as again pristine differs from reality.  A newly released assessment of marine life in the Sound concurs, highlighting a number of creatures that have yet to recover from the accident.  In the wake of these latest findings, the Coastal Coalition, a group of conservationists and scientists, is asking a federal judge to force Exxon Mobil to pay an additional $100 million to address damages unforeseen following a 1991 settlement between the company, the federal government, and Alaska.  But beyond the issue of monetary awards, the lingering effects have prompted another question: Can human environmental remediation really heal landscapes severely tarnished by industrial mishaps?  (See http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1029/p03s01-usgn.html)

CANADIAN NEWS

Canada and the continuing national debate on the Kyoto Protocol has heated up following yesterday’s national conference in Halifax among federal and provisional ministers of the environment:

Provinces in 12-point consensus on Kyoto, Toronto Star, 29/10:  Canada's provinces and territories yesterday conceded that Ottawa will ratify the Kyoto protocol — and presented the federal government with a set of 12 principles for implementation of a plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  However, the consensus was only achieved by avoiding taking a position on the divisive question of whether the Kyoto protocol should be ratified — and without addressing the key issues of targets or timing.  The 13 provincial and territorial governments agreed (with the Northwest Territories reserving its position) that the federal approach to the Kyoto protocol "does not as yet represent an adequate Canadian approach to reducing greenhouse gases in Canada."  And it reiterated a call for a first minister's conference on climate change.  (See

http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1035773773407&call_page=TS_News&call_pageid=968332188492&call_pagepath=News/News)

Provinces seek Kyoto rewrite as Klein mocks PM, Toronto Globe and Mail, 29/10:  Alberta Premier Ralph Klein personally attacked Prime Minister Jean Chrétien over the Kyoto Protocol Monday as the provinces pressed for a major rewrite of Ottawa's plan to cut greenhouse-gas emissions under the accord.  Mr. Klein, a foe of the Kyoto accord, questioned Mr. Chrétien's grasp of the issue and said it is frustrating trying to talk to the Prime Minister about the plan.   (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment)

Why Quebec wins Kyoto sweep, Globe and Mail, 29/10:  Quebec is a supporter of Kyoto, an international agreement whose domestic ratification is the sole jurisdiction of the federal cabinet. Quebec, of course, has some reservations about its implementation. That aside, it's happy to join Prime Minister Jean Chrétien in the pro-Kyoto crusade for fear the leading naysayers, Alberta and Ontario, will steal the show.  Quebec's support tells you that Kyoto is as much about politics as it is about global warming. Yes, meeting Kyoto targets will help the environment.  Paying for the cutbacks and the cleaner-burning technology isn't likely to cripple the Canadian economy, as Alberta claims, although it will certainly come at some cost to that province. Kyoto will benefit Quebec because it is the leading producer of emission-free hydroelectricity. If a Kyoto-friendly part of the world exists, it is Quebec.  (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment)







*******
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Noon Guest

           Good afternoon.  It’s a pleasure to welcome Joseph Chamie, Director of the United Nations Population     Division, who will be giving us the latest information on international migration and present the International Migration 

     2002 Wallchart.

          Secretary-General Peacekeeping Seminar

          This morning, the Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-General attended a seminar sponsored jointly   by the Peacekeeping Department and the International Peace Academy.

           In his opening remarks at the seminar, which is entitled “Past, Present and Future Challenges in

     Peacekeeping”, the Secretary-General recalled his experience as Under-Secretary-General for the young     Peacekeeping Department when resources were very limited.

           He said that the lessons learned proved useful for later operations.  “What is important is that there is a

     realization all round that the peacekeepers have to be given a mandate which is achievable and commensurate with  resources,” he said.  “The days are gone when Member States can pass a resolution and tell us to deploy 15,000 soldiers with no idea of where they are coming from, and leaving us to go around begging governments who are not  prepared to take risks,” he added.    

           The Secretary-General also shared his personal thoughts with the new staff in peacekeeping.  “I walked into  the Peacekeeping Department with the accepted conventional wisdom that a declaration of war was too serious a  matter to be left to the generals,” he said.  “After a couple of years in peacekeeping, I walked away with another observation:  that a declaration of war was too serious to be left with the politicians and the diplomats.”

           He concluded that when the conditions are right, UN peacekeeping can and does make a tremendous     contribution to alleviating the suffering of people in the world.

           Security Council:  Women, Peace and Security

           The Security Council is continuing its open debate on “women, peace and security”.  There are 19 speakers, including a representative of the Office of the Special Adviser on Gender Issues and the Advancement of Women.

           Starting at 3 p.m., the Council has scheduled two back-to-back closed meetings.  The first is a briefing by Judge Gilbert Guillaume, President of the International Court of Justice.  The second closed meeting is with the  Presidents

     of the International Criminal Tribunals for Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia, Navanethem Pillay and Claude Jorda  respectively, on the work of those courts.

           Then, at 5 p.m., the Council is planning to resume consultations on a draft resolution on Iraq.

           The Security Council Committee concerning Counter-terrorism has also scheduled a meeting today at 3:30  p.m.

           Iraq-Kuwait:  Return of Documents

           The current operation of the transfer of the first batch of Kuwaiti documents, which commenced on 19 October at camp Abdaly in the demilitarized zone between Iraq and Kuwait, was completed today.  The United Nations arranged the transfer while representatives of the League of Arab States witnessed the procedure.

           Any question on the substantive issues regarding the nature and content of these documents should be

     referred to either Iraq or Kuwait, because the transfer was organized in such a way that only Iraq or Kuwait had access to the contents of the individual files.  The United Nations never had custody of the documents. Kuwaiti officials are examining the transferred documents now.

           Iraq is obligated to return all Kuwaiti property, including the archives, in accordance with Security Council resolution 1284 (1999).  Further information on the return will be included in the forthcoming Secretary-General’s report submitted in accordance with paragraph 14 of resolution 1284, and that update is due in mid-December.

           Iraq Programme Oil Update

           In its weekly update, the Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP) notes that an important contract for the purchase of two gas turbines for the Dibis power plant in Iraq has been approved by the Office under the new set of procedures of  Security Council resolution 1409.  Valued at $80 million, the contract had been placed on hold by the Security Council’s 661 Sanctions Committee in December 2000.

           Once installed and commissioned, the gas turbines will produce power for the northern governorates of Erbil and Sulaymaniyah, which will be reconnected to the national electricity grid as part of an effort to increase the supply  of electricity to all three northern governorates.  The third governorate, Dahuk, is already connected to the national electricity grid. 

           As for oil exports, they plunged from the previous week’s record high of 3.03 million barrels per day to 729,000 barrels in the week ending 25 October.  This week’s export netted approximately $123 million.

          The full text of the OIP weekly update is available upstairs.

          Central African Republic -- Refugees

           The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today flagged reports that a  number of Central African nationals are entering the Democratic Republic of the Congo's Equateur province at Zongo, a town directly across the Ubangui River from Bangui.

           The refugees are fleeing a very tense situation in Bangui, where fighting and aerial bombing continued through  the weekend.  Until late Monday, the tremors of bombing could be felt by UNHCR staff from Zongo, in northern DRC. 

     The situation overnight was reported calm.

           A joint UNHCR-rebel MLC (Mouvement pour la Libération du Congo) assessment mission is scheduled to  travel today to two neighbourhoods where the refugees have congregated.

           UNHCR said it had obtained agreement from the rebel MLC authorities that they open a humanitarian corridor  for a possible further influx of asylum seekers in Zongo as a result of the current developments in Bangui.

           DRC Power-sharing Proposal

           On the Democratic Republic of the Congo, I wanted to update you on the ongoing efforts by the

     Secretary-General’s Special Envoy, Mustapha Niasse, who, as you know, has been holding discussions in Pretoria, South Africa.

           He told journalists this morning that the Movement for the Liberation of the Congo (MLC) said today that it could accept, under certain conditions, a one-plus-four scheme at the head of the DRC Government.  This translates as one President and four Vice-Presidents.

           As a result of this development, Mr. Niassé will follow up with representatives of the MLC, the Congolese Rally for Democracy–Goma (RCD-G) and the DRC Government later this week.

           In the meantime, starting tomorrow, the Special Envoy will be meeting separately with other Congolese groups in his effort to conclude a power-sharing agreement.  These include the Mai Mai, the RCD National and the RCD Kisangani/Liberation Movement, as well as representatives of civil society and the unarmed political opposition.

           Sudanese Refugees in DRC

          Also on the DRC, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees said it remains very concerned about the safety of tens of thousands of Sudanese refugees in the northeastern DRC province of Ituri, following recent fighting between various factions.

           A local UNHCR partner will be trying to send a team to last week's conflict area around the village of Biringi, where UNHCR has received reports that indicate that some of the 17,000 Sudanese refugees who fled into the bush are now beginning to trickle back into the settlement.

           Clashes, which began last week between supporters of the Hema and Lendu ethnic groups, are now     apparently spreading to an area where there are some 75,000 Sudanese refugees.

           For more information, please pick up the UNHCR briefing notes.

           New Polio Campaign in Sudan

           A new polio campaign is under way in Sudan and health workers hope to be able to reach children who have  never been immunized, under a new agreement on access reached over the weekend, according to the UN’s  humanitarian Operation Lifeline Sudan.

           A landmark agreement that establishes the procedures for unimpeded humanitarian aid access to hundreds of thousands of war-affected people in Sudan was signed on Saturday by representatives of the Government, the main rebel movement, the SPLM/A, and the United Nations.

          The World Food Programme calculates that unhindered humanitarian access will enable it to provide food for an additional 585,000 people in Sudan.  This comes on top of the almost 3 million already targeted.

          The initial arrangement will last from 1 November and continue until the end of the year.

           The dates reflect the time scale of the Memorandum of Understanding under which substantive peace talks are being held as part of the Machakos process.

          Global Mountain Summit

          The Secretary-General, in a message delivered today to the Global Mountain Summit that began in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, said that the challenges facing the world’s mountains are as big as the mountains themselves, and the way forward is to break those challenges down into smaller pieces and smaller issues.  We have copies of that message upstairs.

           (The message was delivered by Johannes van Ginkel, the Rector of United Nations University.)

           Poverty Eradication Awards

           Tomorrow evening at 6:30 p.m. in the Delegates' Dining Room, the Secretary-General will join United Nations  Development Programme (UNDP) Administrator Mark Malloch Brown at the sixth annual Poverty Eradication Awards,  to honour awardees from Albania, Bangladesh, Benin, Chile and Lebanon for their work in the fight against extreme  poverty.

           The award ceremony is intended to mark the sobering reality that more than 1 billion people on this planet live on less than a dollar a day.

          We have a press release from UNDP with more information.

           Other Press Releases

           We have some more press releases to bring to your attention today.

           A preliminary report on the cost of natural catastrophes has been presented at the 8th Conference of the     Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change meeting in New Delhi, India.  The report says the final bill for this year’s natural disasters could be more than $70 billion.

           In a joint press release, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP)  urge the international community to fund the purchase of seeds and other agricultural inputs for Southern Africa to avoid a worsening crisis next year.  The latest assessments of the region show that 70 per   cent of households in Zambia and Malawi have no cereal seeds and in Zimbabwe, 94 per cent of farmers are without seeds.

           World Food Programme Aid to Chechens

           The WFP announced today that it will continue to provide emergency food assistance to vulnerable people in  Chechnya and Ingushetia.  The operation will provide about 34,000 metric tons of food assistance to more than  290,000 internally displaced and vulnerable people at an estimated cost of $16 million for the year 2003.

           The WFP has been providing emergency aid to Chechens since January 2000 and to date has distributed     90,000 metric tons worth $43 million.  In September the school-feeding programme was doubled and hot lunches are now provided for

     47,000 students in 165 schools in the areas most affected by the conflict.

           We have a press release with more information.

          ECOSOC Post-conflict Initiative

           A new initiative by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) to assist countries emerging from conflict is  taking shape at an ECOSOC meeting that began today at 11:30 a.m.  The Council has established an Ad Hoc  Advisory Group on Guinea Bissau to help forestall further conflicts in that country and to engage international support for development.

           A press release will be issued by DPI immediately after the meeting.  For more information, contact Tim Wall at 963-5851.

           David Horowitz

          I have to relate some sad news, since we learned today of the passing of David Horowitz, who died on

     Sunday.  David Horowitz was the definition of a long-time UN correspondent, having worked as a reporter at the United  Nations since 1947 –- in other words, when the United Nations hit the ground running, he was writing about it, and he kept it up all the way until now.

           David was born in 1903 in Malmo, Sweden, and, among his many distinguished career highlights, he was President of the UN Correspondents Association in 1981.

          A service to pay respects to him is beginning shortly, at 1 p.m. this afternoon at the Riverside Chapel, which  is located on 76th Street and Amsterdam Avenue.

         Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           President Kavan presided over the General Assembly plenary this morning which took note of the report of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the report of the Secretary-General on the Secretary-General’s Trust Fund to Assist States in the Settlement of Disputes through the ICJ.  The plenary heard a statement by the President of the  ICJ, Gilbert Guillaume.

               The First Committee continues its discussion of draft resolutions on all disarmament and international security agenda items.

           And the Special Political and Decolonization Committee takes up questions relating to information and hears a statement by the Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, Shashi Tharoor.  The Third Committee concludes general discussion on elimination of racial discrimination and the right of     peoples to self-determination.

          The Fifth Committee concludes general discussion of the capital master plan and continues discussion of     human resources management issues. Tomorrow and Thursday, the plenary discusses the report of the ecretary-General on strengthening of the United Nations:  an agenda for further change.

          Any questions?  Thank you.

                                              * *** __________________________________________________________________________
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* * * *

Security Council


29 October – The Security Council this evening scheduled closed-door consultations aimed at reaching agreement among the body’s 15 members on proposals to return United Nations weapons inspectors to Iraq.


The talks, which are to resume tonight, are centred on a proposed draft resolution circulated by the United States and United Kingdom.


Also today, Council members concluded an open debate on women, peace and security which began yesterday and saw the participation of some three dozen speakers. Numerous representatives took the opportunity to call for attention to women’s concerns in the formulation of mandates for UN peacekeeping operations. There were also widespread calls for increasing the participation of women in all decisions regarding peacemaking, peacekeeping and post-conflict initiatives.

* * *

Peacekeeping

29 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said his experience heading the world body’s peacekeeping department taught him that UN troops need a realistic mandate in order to succeed.

“The days are gone when Member States can pass a resolution and tell us to deploy 15,000 soldiers with no idea of where they are coming from, and leaving us to go around begging governments who are not prepared to take risks,” Mr. Annan told participants attending a seminar commemorating the 10th anniversary of the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO).

The Secretary-General said that when the conditions are right, UN peacekeeping can and does make a tremendous contribution to alleviating the suffering of people in the world. 

“I walked into the Peacekeeping Department with the accepted conventional wisdom that the declaration of war was too serious of a matter to be left to the generals,” he said, recalling his days as Under-Secretary-General of DPKO. “After a couple of years in peacekeeping, I walked away with another observation: that the declaration of war was too serious to be left with the politicians and the diplomats.” 

The seminar on “Past, Present and Future Challenges in Peacekeeping,” which was jointly organized by DPKO and the International Peace Academy, featured a panel of speakers including the Secretary General’s Special Representatives for Sierra Leone, East Timor, Afghanistan and Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

* * *

Iraq/Kuwait

29 October – The first batch of Kuwaiti documents seized by Baghdad during Iraq’s 1990 invasion has been returned, a United Nations spokesman reported today.

The current operation of the transfer commenced on 19 October at Camp Abdaly in the demilitarized zone between Iraq and Kuwait, according to spokesman Fred Eckhard.

“The UN arranged the transfer while representatives of the League of Arab States witnessed the procedure,” he said. During the process, only Iraq or Kuwait have had access to the contents of the individual files. 

Kuwaiti officials are currently examining the transferred documents, according to Mr. Eckhard.

The return of all Kuwaiti property is a key requirement under Security Council resolutions on Iraq.

* * *

Iraq: oil-for-food


29 October – Iraq will receive two power plant gas turbines valued at $80 million under a contract just approved in accordance with the United Nations oil-for-food programme, which allows Baghdad to use a portion of its petroleum revenues to purchase humanitarian relief, the Office running the scheme announced today.

The contract, which had been pending approval for nearly two years, was approved under new procedures aimed at accelerating the release of items on hold. Once installed and commissioned, the gas turbines will produce power for the northern governorates of Erbil and Sulaymaniyah, which will be reconnected to the national electricity grid as part of an effort to increase the supply of electricity to all three northern governorates. The third governorate, Dahuk, is already connected to the national electricity grid.  

Meanwhile, Baghdad’s oil exports plunged from the previous week’s record high of 3.03 million barrels per day to 729,000 barrels in the week ending 25 October, the Office of the Iraq Programme reported. With the average price of Iraqi crude approximately €24.65 or $24.05 per barrel, the week’s exports earned an estimated €126 million (euros) or $123 million.

* * *

DRC

29 October – The Movement for the Liberation of the Congo (MLC) would accept, with certain conditions, a new power-sharing agreement for the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), the Secretary General’s Special Envoy to the country said today in Pretoria, South Africa, where he is holding informal consultations with various DRC parties on an acceptable transitional arrangement.

The formula announced by Mustapha Niasse involves having one president and four vice presidents for the DRC.

The envoy told journalists that he would be holding follow-up meetings with the MLC, as well as the Congolese Rally for Democracy-Goma and the DRC Government later this week.

In the meantime, starting tomorrow, Mr. Niasse plans to meet in separate sessions with other Congolese groups, including the Maï- Maï, the RCD National, the RCD-Kisangani/Liberation Movement and representatives of civil society and the unarmed political opposition.

* * *

DR of Congo

29 October – Concerned at the plight of Sudanese refugees in the troubled northeastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the United Nations refugee agency today announced that its partner in the region would send an assessment mission to the conflict area.

Delphine Marie, a spokeswoman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) told reporters in Geneva that the Diocèse de Mahagi would dispatch a team to the village of Biringi, where some of the 17,000 Sudanese refugees who fled last week’s fighting between rival rebel groups are now beginning to trickle back. Working on UNHCR’s behalf, the team will evaluate possible casualties among the local and refugee populations.

UNHCR’s own staff based in Aru, 80 kilometres east of Biringi near the border with Uganda, have not been able to travel to the refugee sites because of security concerns. “Although there is no fighting along the Aru-Biringi main road, heavy military presence is reported and the roads are still unsafe,” Ms. Marie said.

While the fighting has apparently moved to the west of Biringi, UNHCR remains concerned about the overall security situation in the northeast, where there are some 75,000 Sudanese refugees.

Clashes between rebels of the Congolese Patriotic Union/Popular Rally (UPC-RP) and ethnic Lendu militias first started in Biringi over a week ago. The refugee settlement was “overrun by the UPC-RP rebels who caused panic and drove more than 14,500 refugees in Biringi, along with locals, into the bush,” the spokeswoman reported.

Last Thursday, further fighting between the two groups shifted the conflict to the nearby refugee settlement of Ayamba, on the outskirts of Biringi, causing another 2,500 Sudanese refugees and staff of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) working with UNHCR to flee as Lendu militias looted the settlement, the agency said.

* * *

Sudan


29 October – An accord signed recently by the Government of the Sudan and the main rebel movement is paving the way for expanded United Nations relief operations in the country, a UN spokesman announced today.

A new polio campaign aimed at reaching children who have never been immunized is part of the expanded humanitarian push in the war-ravaged nation under the agreement on access signed over the weekend, spokesman Fred Eckhard told the press in New York.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) calculates that unhindered humanitarian access will enable it to provide aid to an additional 585,000 people in the Sudan. This comes on top of the almost 3 million already targeted for relief assistance.

The landmark agreement that established the procedures for unimpeded humanitarian aid access to hundreds of thousands of war-affected people in Sudan was signed on Saturday by representatives of the Government, the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) and the UN. 

* * *

West Africa

29 October – Responding to the ongoing razing of shantytowns in Côte d’Ivoire, the United Nations refugee agency today urged the country’s Government to protect all affected civilians.


“We understand the Government’s security concerns, but are appealing to the authorities to minimize displacement and identify alternative and secure sites for those made homeless by the destruction,” said Delphine Marie, a spokeswoman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

Earlier this month, President Laurent Gbagbo announced that the ongoing razing of shantytowns in Abidjan would be restricted to areas surrounding military installations, but with the practice – and general instability – persisting, UNHCR is making contingency plans for widespread regional displacement. Ms. Marie said the agency would establish a regional stockpile in Accra, Ghana with supplies for up to 20,000 people.

“We are mainly concerned about the possibility of Ivorians seeking asylum in neighbouring countries,” she said. “We’re also worried that large numbers of Liberian refugees could spontaneously return to areas of Liberia which are largely inaccessible, or that they might seek asylum in a third country.”

There are presently more than 72,000 registered refugees in Côte d’Ivoire, most of them from Liberia and about 2,000 from Sierra Leone. UNHCR is organizing the repatriation by airlift of 40 Sierra Leonean refugees who became homeless during recent the turmoil in Abidjan.

* * *
Côte d’Ivoire


29 October – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today launched a $3 million appeal to provide emergency relief aid to victims of civil unrest in Côte d’Ivoire, where recent clashes have displaced tens of thousands of people.

To respond to the urgent needs of about 100,000 people affected by fighting between pro- and anti-government forces, WFP is seeking to fund an initial three-month operation covering Côte d’Ivoire and neighboring countries, including Burkina Faso, Ghana and Mali. 

“Despite the fragile truce between pro- and anti-government forces, the security situation in Côte d’Ivoire remains highly volatile,” said Manuel Aranda da Silva, WFP’s Regional Director for West Africa. “All the ingredients are present for a large-scale humanitarian crisis, which could result in massive displacement of people in the country and possible outflow of migrant workers into neighboring countries,” he warned.

About 10,000 vulnerable and displaced people are currently receiving emergency rations in Bouaké, the country’s second largest city, and in surrounding villages, according to WFP. Another 5,000 migrant workers in the Man region are also receiving provisions.

With the humanitarian situation worsening each day, especially in areas held by insurgents, WFP’s plans to extend emergency rations to other regions are on hold pending the clarification of security issues. 

“Safe access for relief workers to assist people in areas affected by the fighting remains a critical concern of WFP and all the humanitarian agencies,” Mr. Aranda da Silva said.

* * *

Migrants

29 October – With some 175 million people currently residing in a country that they were not born in, the number of migrants in the world has more than doubled since 1975, the United Nations reported today.

International Migration 2002, a new wall chart produced by the UN Population Division, shows that 56 million migrants live Europe, 50 million in Asia, and 41 million in Northern America. Some 40 per cent of all migrants live in the less developed regions.

Almost one of every 10 persons living in the developed countries is a migrant, while nearly one of every 70 persons in developing countries is a migrant.

Despite this disparity, developed and developing countries are strikingly similar in their views and policies concerning levels of emigration, according to the chart. About three quarters of both developed and developing countries view their level of immigration as satisfactory.  In contrast, one in five countries have policies in place to lower levels of immigration.


Joseph Chamie, the Director of the Population Division, said governments are putting out two fundamental and often conflicting messages. “The first is ‘Help Wanted,’ asking for migrants to come in… from computer programmers and nurses to janitors and fruit pickers,” he said. “The second message that comes across is ‘Keep Out.’ Societies are increasingly concerned about the number and proportion of migrants – who’s coming in, what are they doing, how are they affecting my job, what languages are they speaking, what faiths are they professing?”


Three decades ago, 6 or 7 per cent of all governments had policies to restrict immigration. “That per cent today is 40 per cent,” he noted.


The growing concern about terrorist attacks has fuelled worries about “who is coming in, who is staying, and what are they doing,” Mr. Chamie added.


Stressing the financial component of international migration, he said through the movement of workers across borders, “enormous amounts of money are being transferred.” The annual amount of remittances to developing countries from foreign workers is estimated at $50 billion. 

* * *

Seeds

29 October – Aiming to avoid a worsening crisis in southern Africa, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the UN World Food Programme (WFP) today urged the international community to fund the purchase and distribution of critically needed seeds to the region.

“The planting season has already begun and the window of opportunity to move seeds, hand tools and fertilizers into farming areas in countries such as Malawi and Zambia is closing rapidly,” cautioned Deborah Saidy, WFP’s Deputy Emergency Coordinator for southern Africa. 

She said if the international community did not act soon, the region would “continue to suffer from lack of food in the coming year.”

Southern Africa is facing a long road to recovery from the crisis, which has been caused by a convergence of poor harvests, HIV/AIDS and economic collapse across the region, according to the UN.

A plentiful harvest from the next cropping season would greatly ease the immediate food crisis and prevent a continuing cycle of hunger, said FAO and WFP, but they cautioned that the current low levels of seeds, hand tools and fertilizers available to farmers across the region made this outcome unlikely.

According to the latest food security assessments in the region, more than 70 per cent of households in Zambia and Malawi have no cereal seed, while in Zimbabwe more than 94 per cent of farmers were without seeds as of last month. In Lesotho, teams found that almost 50 per cent of households had no access to cereal seed and 60 per cent were worried about getting legume seed. In Swaziland, 80 per cent of households surveyed did not have seed for the coming season.

FAO’s Director of Emergency Operations and Rehabilitation, Anne M. Bauer, said money is urgently needed to purchase agricultural inputs. “Because people are increasingly poor and prices are skyrocketing, timely access to these key supplies has become an insurmountable hurdle throughout southern Africa,” she said. 

Ms. Bauer said immediate donations from the international community would allow aid agencies to get the crucial seeds, hand tools and fertilizers into the hands of millions of poor and hungry farmers in time for the next planting season.
* * *

Mountains

29 October – The world’s mountain ranges, so vital to sustaining life, face unprecedented challenges which must be met by a concerted international response, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

“More than half of humanity depends on mountains for safe water to grow food, to produce electricity, to sustain industries and, most importantly, to drink,” Mr. Annan said in a message to the Global Mountain Summit, held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. “Mountains also host more biodiversity than any other part of our planet – more even than lowland rainforests.”

Despite their important ecological contributions, fragile mountain ecosystems are in danger, he warned. “Every day, climate change, pollution, exploitative mining and logging, and unsound agricultural practices take a heavy toll.”

Urging a step-by-step approach to meeting these challenges, the Secretary-General called for joint efforts involving private and public stakeholder associations, policy makers, development financiers and mountain communities themselves. The International Partnership for Sustainable Development in Mountain Regions, which was launched at the World Summit on Sustainable Development earlier this year, marked “an important step in that direction,” he said.

Urging participants to deepen the Partnership, he pointed out that all people have a stake in ensuring the health of the planet’s mountain regions. “This is a challenge the world’s peoples can and must scale together,” he said in the message, which was delivered by Johannes van Ginkel, the Rector of the UN University.

* * *

Natural disasters

29 October – The financial toll from natural catastrophes worldwide could top $70 billion by the end of this year, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.  

Releasing findings of a study conducted by a re-insurance company called Munich Re which is part of the agency’s Finance Initiative, UNEP told delegates attending a climate change meeting in New Delhi that disasters have already cost countries about $56 billion during the first three quarters of this year.

The bill comes as a result of record-breaking rains, devastating floods in Europe, the destruction of homes across the Caribbean and life-threatening mudslides in India, Nepal and Bangladesh, according to the agency.

UNEP’s report to the Eight Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change says there have been over 500 major natural disasters already this year, killing thousands of people, rendering hundreds of thousands homeless and affecting millions of others. 

“Climate change, linked with human-made emissions, is already under way,” said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. He warned that globally, there will be a rise in extreme weather events impacting “every facet of life,” including agriculture, health, water supplies and the natural environment.


“It will be the poorer parts of the world, the poorer people, who will suffer most because they have neither the financial or other resources to cope,” Mr. Toepfer said, calling on industrialized nations to ratify the Convention’s Kyoto Protocol, which contains binding targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.


The UNEP chief also urged broader efforts “to help the poorer parts of the world adapt, to help them cope with the more unstable and more extreme environments likely in the coming decades.”

* * *

Chechnya, Russian Federation

29 October – Responding to ongoing turmoil in the Caucuses, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today announced plans to renew its emergency food assistance drive for internally displaced and economically vulnerable people in Chechnya and the neighbouring Republic of Ingushetia.

The new $16-million operation will provide 34,000 tons of food commodities to over 290,000 people during 2003, building on WFP’s emergency food programme for Chechens which began in January, 2000. To date, the agency has provided a total of $43 million worth of food assistance to the region.

“With the continuing insecurity in the area, the food aid is the only certainty in the lives of these people,” said Saeed Malik, Director for WFP’s Regional Bureau for Eastern Europe.

The scene of internal conflict since December 1999, Chechnya has witnessed large-scale displacement. About one in every ten Chechens – 110,000 out of a total population of nearly 1 million – has fled to nearby Ingushetia. In addition, over 160,000 people are displaced within Chechnya itself. 

Poverty is compounding problems caused by displacement. A recent WFP survey found that over 40 per cent of the population in Chechnya lives below the poverty line.

In September, WFP doubled its school-feeding programme in Chechnya, and currently, the agency’s hot lunches reach 47,000 students in 165 schools located in the most conflict-torn districts in the republic. 

* * *

DPI


29 October – Translating information on the work of the United Nations into more languages and disseminating materials more efficiently through new structures are among the new initiatives to enhance the Organization’s outreach announced today by Shashi Tharoor, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information. 

Aiming to make UN information resources available in more languages, Mr. Tharoor announced that the UN News Centre, currently operating in French and English, would soon also be available in Spanish, Arabic, Chinese and Russian. “Given its substantial readership, the News Centre will, therefore, contribute in a major way to providing current information about the Organization in all our official languages,” he said.  


Similarly, the UN Chronicle publication “has successfully resumed print publication in all six languages of the Organization, contributing towards our goal of multilingualism,” he told delegates to the General Assembly’s Special, Political and Decolonization (Fourth) Committee.

Concerning the re-orientation of the work of the Department of Public Information (DPI), Mr. Tharoor said wide-ranging reviews were being conducted both on its management and on other related aspects of the UN’s work. “What is essential here is that the Department demonstrates its ability to adapt to a changing world, demonstrates its willingness to learn and to change, and makes an honest effort to use its resources to obtain the maximum impact possible,” he said.


A central component of this effort involves the proposed establishment of information centre regional hubs. “One of the principal advantages of the creation of the regional [hubs] will be to strengthen the capacity of our information offices that are far from New York,” Mr. Tharoor explained. “It is also of vital importance that the creation of regional [hubs] should be accompanied by innovative measures that will extend information to the larger public in both official and non-official languages of the UN.”

The Under-Secretary-General emphasized the critical importance of effective information strategies in today’s world. “At the dawn of the new millennium, it is clear that the United Nations cannot succeed in fulfilling its goals without being able to communicate its work effectively to the world’s peoples, in whose name this Organization was established,” he said. “That will be the principal responsibility of the new DPI.”

* *** *
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