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Nation steps up efforts to ensure biosafety

China is taking a series of measures, including drafting laws and regulations, to ensure biosafety amid growing use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) technology in the country. 

"The State Environment Protection Administration (SEPA) is working with relevant ministries to draft the Law on Biosafety," said Wang Dehui, deputy-director of SEPA's Natural Resources Department at an international workshop on China's biosafety, which opened here Tuesday. 

He said the Chinese government placed great importance on the development of modern biotechnology while keeping a wary eye on possible risks that may result from the technology. 

Over the past 10 years, modern biotechnology has developed rapidly in China. One of the most visible and successful achievements is the development and commercial application of transgenic insect-resistant cotton. 

By the end of 2002, the acreage of GM cotton in the country totaled 2.1 million hectares, accounting for 51 percent of the total cotton acreage. 

Transgenic rice and potato were approved for environmental release three years ago, however, no transgenic staple food crops and oil crops have been approved for planting. 

To guard against possible risks, China's State Council, or cabinet, issued the Regulation on Biosafety Administration of Agricultural GMOs in 2001. 

The following year, the Ministry of Agriculture issued regulations on safety assessment, import and export and labeling of agricultural GMOs. 

However, the country still lacks an explicit and uniform biosafety management coordinating framework, as the regulations mainly deal with agricultural products. 

To boost its efforts in this regard, China issued its National Biosafety Framework in 1999 with the strong support of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and Global Environment Fund (GEF). 

In 2002, UNEP and GEF approved the implementation of the framework and contributed some 1 million US dollars to the project,which targets the improvement of China's legal system on biosafetyand its capacity of its risk assessment on GMOs among others. Over the past year, the project has achieved substantial results, including the completion of a report on the current status of research on transgenic plants and animals and risk assessment, said Dr Xue Dayuan, chief of the project's expert group. 

In a written speech to the workshop, SEPA Deputy Director Zhu Guangyao said he believed the implementation of the framework would contribute a lot to the country's endeavor to ensure biosafety. 

The three-day workshop has attracted nearly 100 officials and experts from more than 10 Chinese ministries, UNEP and GEF as wellas representatives from a number of non-governmental organizationsincluding the Greenpeace. 

Piet Van der Meer, program manager of UNEP-GEF projects on Implementation of National Biosafety Framework, told Xinhua that the workshop would work out more details on the implementation of the project in China. 

I think the meeting will give a boost to the implementation ofthe project, and I expect that by 2005, China will have a sound system to ensure biosafety," he said. 



SZE Pangcheung, Greenpeace Campaign Manager, said that he appreciated China's efforts to protect biosafety, adding that his organization planned to do some education work to tell people the difference between an indigenous crop and transgenic one. 
________________________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse

October 29, 2003 Wednesday 2:34 PM Eastern Time

 CHINA STEPS UP EFFORTS TO ENSURE BIOSAFETY

      DATELINE: BEIJING, Oct 29

      BODY:

      China is taking a series of measures, including drafting laws and regulations, to ensure biosafety amid

      growing use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) technology in the country.

      "The State Environment Protection Administration (SEPA) is working with relevant ministries to draft the Law on Biosafety," said Wang Dehui, deputy-director of SEPA's Natural Resources Department at an international   workshop on China's biosafety, which opened yesterday.

      He said the Chinese government placed great importance on the development of modern biotechnology while  keeping a wary eye on possible risks that may result from the technology. 

      Over the past 10 years, modern biotechnology has developed rapidly in China. One of the most visible and

      successful achievements is the development and commercial application of transgenic insect-resistant

      cotton.

      By the end of 2002, the acreage of GM cotton in the country totaled 2.1 million hectares, accounting for 51

      per cent of the total cotton acreage.

      Transgenic rice and potatoes were approved for environmental release three years ago, however no

      transgenic staple food crops and oil crops have been approved for planting.

      To guard against possible risks, China's State Council, or cabinet, issued the Regulation on Biosafety

      Administration of Agricultural GMOs in 2001.

      The following year, the Ministry of Agriculture issued regulations on safety assessment, import and export

      and labeling of agricultural GMOs.

      However, the country still lacks an explicit and uniform biosafety management coordinating framework, as

      the regulations mainly deal with agricultural products.

      To boost its efforts in this regard, China issued its National Biosafety Framework in 1999 with the strong

      support of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and Global Environment Fund (GEF).

      In 2002, UNEP and GEF approved the implementation of the framework and contributed some US$1 million to  the project, which targets the improvement of China's legal system on biosafety and its capacity of its risk  assessment on GMOs among others.

      Over the past year, the project has achieved substantial results, including the completion of a report on the

      current status of research on transgenic plants and animals and risk assessment, said Dr Xue Dayuan, chief

      of the project's expert group.

      In a written speech to the workshop, SEPA Deputy Director Zhu Guangyao said he believed the

      implementation of the framework would contribute a lot to the country's endeavor to ensure biosafety.

      The three-day workshop has attracted nearly 100 officials and experts from more than 10 Chinese ministries,  UNEP and GEF as well as representatives from a number of non-governmental organizations including  Greenpeace.

      Piet Van der Meer, program manager of UNEP-GEF projects on Implementation of National Biosafety

      Framework, told Xinhua that the workshop would work out more details on the implementation of the project in China.

      "I think the meeting will give a boost to the implementation of the project, and I expect that by 2005, China

      will have a sound system to ensure biosafety," he said.

      SZE Pangcheung, Greenpeace's Campaign Manager, said that he appreciated China's efforts to protect

      biosafety, adding that his organization planned to do some education work to tell people the difference

      between an indigenous crop and transgenic one.
________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian 

News in Brief - Arctic

29 October 2003

* The environmental legacies of the cold-war era in the Arctic will be tackled as part of a four-year, Dollars

      30m (pounds 18m) plan. Ten hot spots in the Russian Arctic , including some of Russia's most polluted cities,

      will be assessed. The United Nations Environment Programme and the Advisory Committee on Protection

      of the Sea, a London-based environmental group, will determine the cost of cleaning up the sites. They will

      also test technologies such as the use of marine algae to absorb oil

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Record (Baltimore, MD) 

October 29, 2003 Wednesday 

Calvert awarded Royal Award for Responsible Investment for 2003 

      BYLINE: Staff and Wire Reports 

      BODY: 

      Bethesda-based Calvert, the largest family of socially responsible mutual funds in the United States, has

      been awarded the Royal Award for Responsible Investment 2003. The award is a joint endeavor by the Royal

      Awards for Sustainability and the United Nations Environment Program Finance Initiatives to identify

      outstanding examples of corporate activity in the fields of sustainability and socially responsible investment.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

IRIN

PAKISTAN: Focus on aftermath of oil spill

[ This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations]
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Mangrove seedlings coated black from local sewage systems

KARACHI, 29 Oct 2003 (IRIN) - Tahir Qureshi clambered on board a launch moored just off a rocky outcrop on the east coast of Karachi, the boat see-sawing dangerously as one of the crew grabbed a hand and guided the ecosystems specialist from the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) on board.

"Careful how you step - last week, we had a visitor who fell into this water," Qureshi told this correspondent, pointing downwards to seawater clearly flecked with oil, as well as other, even more dubious substances.

He stood, balanced carefully in the centre of the deck, as his visitor negotiated the small gap between shore and boat without incident. "This isn't just oil from the wrecked tanker: this is contaminated by sewerage water, by chemicals from factories, by oil from the oil refineries and, by engine oil from all these trawlers," Qureshi said, shifting his weight to retain his footing as a gentle swell passed under the boat.

A crew-man put his body weight behind a push to make the launch move away from the makeshift pier and the man standing behind the wheel spun it around so that the boat turned slowly until its bow faced out, towards the open channel. With the engine now running, the pilot put it into gear and the launch began to steer a course through calm waters, passing by row upon row of little settlements along the waterfront.

"These are the communities that rely on fishing to sustain them; it's their sole livelihood," Qureshi said, pointing to a row of little piers and fishing skiffs standing against a background of little huts and a few houses. 

"They live here, eat here, they bathe in this water and, because of all this pollution, now exacerbated by the oil spill, they've developed all sorts of illnesses: eye problems, skin infections, even tracheal complaints," he said, noting that an IUCN survey had helped pinpoint the local communities' problems.

"Watch now, as we go along, you'll see the water turn red from the black sheen it currently has," Qureshi said, pointing to a jet of water gushing out from the stern. Soon enough, the water changed colour, glinting a dullish red, tinged with the rainbow flecks that are tell-tale signs of any form of oil particles in water.

The red water was the result of effluents from a huge cattle colony where abattoirs abounded, Qureshi explained. "But this, still, isn't the main problem," he said. "The oil spill from the tanker is."

The launch was by now making good headway through a channel lined on the starboard side with more fishing communities and fishermen readying their boats in the early morning sunlight for another long day at sea, and, off the port side an island shrouded by greenery.



"Look, can you see them? Those are the mangroves, see?" Qureshi said, raising his voice excitedly. "They're drying, they've become stunted and, because of the contamination from the oil spill, they're dying. They're not very happy. They're not happy because they don't have the age gradations which are so necessary, because if they have those, then that means they're producing seeds, and if they're producing seeds, that means they're growing."

This had been happening for a while because of pollution in any case, but now the problem had worsened because of the oil spill, Qureshi added.
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Fishermen repair their boats outside Karachi




WRECKED TANKER

The Tasman Spirit, a Greek-registered tanker carrying roughly 67,000 mt of crude oil, ran aground just off the Karachi coastline in late July, spilling one-sixth of its cargo almost immediately upon impact, and continued to leak as local and international crews battled to try and siphon the remainder of its cargo off to save the local environment from further degradation. 




Soon, battered by the rise and fall of daily tides, the ship began to fall apart, and salvage crews were forced to up the ante: with 35,000 mt of crude still on board, a race against time had begun to divest the ship of its remaining cargo before the ship actually broke apart.

Horrified conservationists, including Qureshi, said the catastrophe had already hit marine life hard. Qureshi said he had personally witnessed hundreds of dead fish and crabs lying on a beach close to an upscale waterfront neighbourhood, where residents had already begun to complain of the effects of the spillage.

"The coastal environment where the spill occurred is a rich and diverse tropical marine/estuarine ecosystem. It includes extensive mangrove forests, habitats for Green and Olive Ridley sea turtles, dolphins, porpoises and beaked whales, and several species of lizards and sea snakes," a subsequent report commissioned by Pakistan's ministry of environment and completed by the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), said. 

The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), the IUCN and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) helped in the compilation of the report, which said that the initial impacted area covered about 40 sq km, with seawater analyses revealing extensive hydrocarbon contamination.

As soon as the incident occurred, Karachi port authorities acted quickly to preserve their ships and installations, setting up "marine roadblocks" around the harbour to keep the rapidly spreading swill at bay, a KPT official told IRIN in July.

International consultants were called in to help and aerial sprays were commissioned, so that the damage to the marine environment could be minimised, he added.

But conservationists like Qureshi were mortified by the scale of the damage they could see, and angrier still at what they called "a lack of preventive measures, and not taken quickly enough". 
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Seawater coloured yellow by outflow from local sewage systems





Thickly populated areas along the Clifton coastline, leading up to Port Qasim in the east, were likely to be badly affected, Qureshi told IRIN in August. "There are heavily populated clusters of fishing communities whose very livelihoods will be destroyed, because they'll have no fish to catch now," he fumed.

It would take the mangroves at least three to four years to recover from the disaster, possibly more, he said. "The scale of the disaster could have been limited had the authorities reacted properly - and if they didn't have obsolete equipment," he stressed.

IMMEDIATE AND LONG-TERM EFFECTS

"The immediate effect was the mortality of fishes. I saw them with my own eyes: millions of little fish, crabs, shrimps, all of them washed up ashore when the tide receded," Qureshi, a slight, bespectacled man who smoothed his thinning hair before positioning a peaked cap smartly on his head, said.

"And what did the authorities do? They used bulldozers and other machinery to cart them all away," he said. "Localised fisheries - shrimp fisheries, shell fisheries, edible fisheries - were all destroyed. There's a whole food chain that has been affected...," the ecosystems specialist explained. "The long-term effect of this is that after two years, your entire fisheries will be destroyed," he warned.

"Plus, the east coast - and the west coast - are high-priority areas - ecologically, economically and environmentally, they are highly sensitive areas," Qureshi stressed.

The boat speeded up then and Qureshi moved, prudently, to one of the plastic chairs the crew had placed along the sides for their visitors.

"The poor green turtles were caught up in the spill and their dead carcasses were dragged towards the Clifton beach, where you could see them lying around," he continued, peering eagerly at the island with the mangroves that had come closer by now.

The habitat of the green turtle had to be saved, Qureshi stressed. "They have been coming to nest here for centuries. Even though they have a strong carcass and their shell is quite resilient, if they eat flora coated with oil, the toxicity from the hydrocarbons will kill them."

Apart from that, when migratory birds - some of which came from Siberia - entered Pakistan through Balochistan, Karachi's west coast is their first stop, where they bred, fed and roosted, he explained. "Even that area has been affected by the spill. So, even that migratory pattern, a breeding pattern which has been in natural vogue for centuries, has been affected," he said.

DAMAGE TO MANGROVES

The launch was now approaching the Karachi Port Trust's navigational channel and Qureshi pointed out an island, just barely visible through the early morning haze. "That's Bandal Island. It used to be covered with mangroves. Now there's not a single blade of grass that grows there, because there's no natural regeneration of seedlings. That used to occur every year, but now it won't," he said.

Karachi's mangroves were natural shelter banks against wind erosion; when the sand dunes shifted, the mangroves protected the city's entire industrial area and, in fact, the entire city from the devastating effects of wind-blown sand, Qureshi explained. "If the mangroves didn't exist, the entire city would be cloaked with sand and no one would be able to breathe here," he said.

A sandy, muddy beach became clearly visible just then and the pilot cut the engine, after quickly putting it into reverse for a few seconds. Silent now, the boat drifted slowly towards the shore, with the only sound that of the waves lapping against the sides of the boat.

Qureshi was not done with his lecture. "The mangroves are also physical barriers against cyclones," he said. "Now, because this was the mangrove seeding season, all the seedlings fell into the water and were resultantly coated with oil, so 95 percent of the seedlings were destroyed."

The pilot had decided, by then, that this was as far as he would risk taking the boat. The crewman on the bow jumped into knee-deep water, followed by another from starboard and both trudged through the mud-flats that masqueraded as the beach of the little island. They returned a few minutes later and one of them handed Qureshi what appeared to be a handful of beans. 
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Boulders on Clifton beach still layered from the effects of the oil spill





"No, these aren't beans," Qureshi said, holding his palm out into the sunlight so his visitor could see better. "These are - or used to be - mangrove seedlings. Now, they're as good as dead. See, they're coated with oil. They're dead, they've suffocated because of the thick layer of oil."

NO EFFECTIVE CLEANUP

Later, Qureshi stood on the sand and peered angrily out towards the sea from Clifton beach which had seen residents of the upscale neighbourhood that lines the waterfront in urban Karachi complaining of respiratory problems, eye infections and other ill effects on health following the spill. Almost a month after the tanker ran aground, health authorities were forced to set up special medical camps, with teams also going door-to-door to help those who could not - or would not - go to the camps.

"See this?" Qureshi asked, pointing to a line of boulders clearly stained with the black remnants of crude oil. "This shows just how bad it was - it's been nearly three months since the tanker got wrecked and you can still see how bad the effect of the oil was."

He walked quickly towards a waiting vehicle and jumped in. "Just wait till you see what's up ahead," he said grimly.

About two kilometres from where he had earlier stepped on to the Clifton beach, the undeveloped sectors ("reclaimed from the sea.") slowly gave way to a very densely populated area. Rows of blocks of flats lined one side of the newly refurbished dual carriageway, but the beach, for decades almost invariably full of picnickers, was empty.

Qureshi told the driver to go right up past the oldest blocks. "This is what I want you to see," he said, telling the driver to stop. He walked briskly out towards the sea, stopping short about 10 metres from the edge of the water. 
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A blue sack, one of many littered along the Clifton waterfront lined with high-rise residential buildings, is said to contain contaminated sand, supposed to be transported to uninhabitated areas - but isn't, according to conservationists





"Look at this," he said, pointing downwards. He dug deeply into the sand with his toe, shovelling small amounts aside. "IUCN did a sample here, to see how badly the sand was contaminated," he said. "We found that the oil has percolated 43 centimeters into the sand. "And do you know what's worse? See those blue sacks?" he asked, pointing to one close by, which lay, tied at the neck, like a gunny-bag.

"Those have sand in them. The authorities are supposed to be cleaning this place up. Instead, what they do is either leave them lying around like this, or they simply take all this contaminated sand to areas where poor communities live along the coastline, thinking they won't know and so, they won't be able to complain," he said.






__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

EU to launch toxic chemicals crackdown 

  BRUSSELS - European Union industry will face the biggest new environmental crackdown in years when the European Commission unveils a bill yesterday to control the toxic threat posed by thousands of manufactured chemicals. 

  The law, if agreed by EU governments and the European Parliament, will force chemicals firms to disclose the hazardous properties of tens of thousands of substances which are already on the market but which have not been through safety tests. 

  "The new European chemicals legislation...is the biggest and most important reform of EU health and environment  protection," environmental groups said. 

  Industry is taking the measure equally seriously and has lobbied hard against it, saying it could lop whole percentage points  off countries' economic output and make millions jobless as manufacturing quits the EU for more business-friendly climes. 

  That lobbying message got through and the leaders of the EU's three biggest economies, Germany, France and Britain,  home to big names like BASF (BASF.DE: Quote, Profile, Research) , Rhodia (RHA.PA: Quote, Profile, Research) and  ICI (ICI.L: Quote, Profile, Research) , told the Commission to tone down an initial draft. 

  Despite that pressure, and continuing internal wrangling, the EU's executive has said it will issue the bill yesterday, five  years after it started working in earnest on the issue. 

  SCREENING FOR DANGER Some of the pressure for action came from consumer groups who in the 1990s said  chemicals might be to blame for rising cases of asthma and falling sperm counts. 

  "Consumer exposure to common products like textiles, computers, floor covering and their long-term effects have never  been evaluated in the EU," said consumer group BEUC. 

  A loophole in EU legislation means that although new chemicals have to undergo rigorous testing, those already on the  market before 1981 do not. 

  The new law will require firms to register some 30,000 substances in a central EU database so they can be screened for  possible risks to humans and the environment. The most toxic might be banned or require a special permit to be used. 

  That would take until 2016 and the Commission has estimated the cost at some 5.2 billion euros ($6.07 billion) to industry  over the next decade. The sector boasts annual sales of 528 billion euros. 

  The proposals force industry to prove products are safe, reversing the current burden of proof where government agencies  have to show evidence before banning suspect substances. 

  Industry has said it supports the aims of the bill, but that the cost and the impact on industrial users could be massive. 

  But consumer and environmental groups say industry has been winning the lobbying war and have slammed changes the Commission made to its first draft which reduce the data firms have to submit for two thirds of the substances. They also  say the Commission inserted a fatal flaw to the bill which will allow industry to continue to use very harmful substances in  products, such as ones that cause cancer, as long as they can be "adequately controlled". 

  That phrase is likely to be at the heart of the battle which will go on as the bill passes through the European Parliament and  the EU's Council of Minister, both of which can amend and ultimately kill the bill. 

  Hopes that it can be "greened" means that the campaign groups are still supporting the bill and not calling for the resignation  of EU Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom, Greenpeace's Jorgo Iwasaki Riss said. 

  "They (the Commission) have taken off the muscles but the skeleton is still there, but some of the bones are cracking. It is  up to the parliament and the council (EU ministers) to put the meat back on." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Big melt warning for Arctic 

     By Helen Briggs 

     BBC News Online 

     The ice covering the Arctic ocean is getting thinner as summers lengthen, say British scientists. 

     Melting seen in recent years is set to continue, they warn, with the eventual disappearance of ice during the summer months. 

     It puts the habitat of the polar bear, which relies on the ice to hunt for seals,  under increasing threat. 

     Melting will also increase the effects of global warming in the northern  hemisphere, say researchers from University College London (UCL) and the Met  Office Hadley Centre for Climate Prediction and Research. 

     The study, reported in the journal Nature, is based on ice thickness  measurements from two European Space Agency (Esa) satellites, ERS-1 and   ERS-2. 

     The team also used microwave images from an American satellite. 

     Ice-free summer 

     Lead researcher Dr Seymour Laxon of UCL said the results from the American  satellite show that the length of summers has increased over the last 25 years.

     "When we compared the data from the two satellites we were astonished by the similarity between changes in the ice thickness and the length of the

     summer melt season," he said. 

     "This result suggests that if this continues, further melting will occur, leading to the eventual disappearance of the ice during summer." 

     Ice in the Arctic Ocean has already thinned by 40% in the past 40 years,  according to the results of submarine surveys. 

     Any further loss could spell disaster for the polar bear, which stands to lose its  natural habitat. 

     Global warming 

     It also has implications for global warming. As the ice melts, more sunlight is absorbed rather than being reflected back into space, amplifying the effects. 

     But climate studies are hotly debated and not all researchers agree with this bleak picture. 

             One of the major debates in Arctic research at the  moment is whether the total volume of sea ice in the             Arctic has actually reduced as much as submarine  results say that it has Martin Doble, Scottish Association for Marine Science 

     Computer modelling studies suggest there could be an alternative explanation for the apparent loss of sea ice. 

     Some experts believe a change in atmospheric circulation patterns has led to the ice being redistributed further north. 

     It could all be bunched up in the permanent polar pack north of Greenland and Canada, they

     say. 

     Heated debate 

     Martin Doble of the sea ice group at the Scottish Association for Marine Science is sympathetic to this view. 

     He says the ERS satellites are not designed to study the planet's poles and cannot sample the  area beyond 81.5 degrees north. 

     This means they miss most of the central Arctic pack ice and the area of maximum interest  north of Greenland and the Canadian Archipelago. 

     "One of the major debates in Arctic research at the moment is whether the total volume of sea ice in the Arctic has actually reduced as much as submarine results say that it has," he told  BBC News Online. 

     "This latest paper adds nothing to this debate, since it misses this area entirely." 

     Settling the argument once and for all may have to wait until the launch of a more advanced  Esa satellite - Cryosat - in 2004. 

     Its primary objective is to test the prediction of thinning Arctic ice due to global warming. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Senate Confirms Leavitt as EPA Administrator 

                      By J.R. Pegg

                      WASHINGTON, DC, October 28, 2003 (ENS) - The Senate today voted 88 to 8  to confirm Utah Governor Mike Leavitt as administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The confirmation draws to a close a bitter partisan battle over the nomination, which was less about Leavitt's  qualifications than it was about the impacts of the Bush administration's  environmental policies. 

                      Many Democrats praised Leavitt for his ability to forge consensus on difficult  issues, but cast doubts as to how much influence the Utah Governor will have over an administration critics believe is waging an unprecedented assault on  the nation's environmental laws and regulations. 

                      Thirty six Democrats and Vermont Independent James Jeffords joined all 51 Senate Republicans to confirm Leavitt. 

                      Jeffords said his vote "should not been seen as an endorsement of the Bush administration's environmental policies, but a vote in support of a fine and  honorable man who has difficult job ahead of him." 

                      Some two months after he was nominated by President George W. Bush, Utah Governor Mike Leavitt has been confirmed as  head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. (Photo  courtesy Office of the Governor)

                      The Vermont Senator said his support came with a  renewed call for the administration to respond to outstanding information requests about its environmental policies, including analysis of its changes to the Clean Air Act and comparative analysis of its air pollution plan with rival bills in Congress. 

                      Nevada Democratic Senator Harry Reid, who also voted in favor of the nomination and spoke with regard for the Utah Governor, told colleagues that  the Bush administration's environmental policies are "awful." 

                      "I am sorry Mike Leavitt has accepted this job," Reid said, who expressed little hope that the Utah Governor would change the administration's policies. 

                      Reid said he considers former EPA Administrator Christie Todd Whitman "a  total disappointment" and noted that she had "a much stronger environmental  record than Mike Leavitt." 

                      Whitman, who resigned in June, was confirmed by the Senate in January 2001 by a vote of 99 to zero. 

                      The eight Senate Democrats opposing Leavitt's confirmation were Barbara Boxer of California, Jon Corzine of New Jersey, Mark Dayton of Minnesota, Richard Durbin of Illinois, Frank Lautenberg of New Jersey, Jack Reed of Rhode Island, John Rockefeller of West Virginia and New York's Charles Schumer. 

                      Several who voted against the nomination echoed concerns about the Bush administration's environmental record, but also highlighted Leavitt's record as governor of Utah. 

                      Leavitt has been Utah's governor since 1993 and is currently the longest serving state chief executive in the country - he is also the former chair of the National Governors Association, the Western Governors Association, the Republican Governors Association and the Council of State Governments. 

                                             Democrats are keen to attack President Bush's environmental record. (Photo by Tina Hager courtesy White House)

                                             Critics noted that under Leavitt's leadership Utah has tied for last in enforcement of the Clean Water Act and had more toxic air emissions than any other state. The UtahGovernor has also been criticized for forging ahead with a $415 million  highway project that was rejected by federal court because of inadequate environmental assessment. 

                      "We will not be well served by an EPA administrator who continues or even accelerates the pace at which President Bush is dismantling our fundamental environmental protections," said Lautenberg, who added that he had not been able to assess whether Leavitt shared the Bush administration's "careless disregard" for environmental protection. 

                      "The last three years have been the darkest hour of our nation's commitment  to environmental protection since the EPA was established," Lautenberg said.

                      Boxer said that she was not "pinning all the terrible, terrible decisions of this administration regarding the environment on Mr. Leavitt," but criticized the Utah Governor for not answering all of the questions she had asked him during confirmation hearings. 

                      The Senate and Environment and Public Works Committee approved Leavitt's nomination by a vote of 16 to 2 on October 15. 

                      "Mike Leavitt will be a full team player with the Bush administration and not a  team player for the health of the American people," Boxer said. 

                      Republicans said the Democrats have held Leavitt to a double standard in order to criticize the Bush administration's environmental policies for political gain, a move that has left the EPA rudderless for too long. 

                      "Governor Leavitt is the best and most qualified nominee we have ever had,"  Environment and Public Works Committee. "We desperately need to have this  said Senator James Inhofe, an Oklahoma Republican and chair of the Senate  man in this office." 

                      Conservationists say Utah Governor Mike Leavitt's settlement with Interior Department       Secretary Gale Norton has rolled back environmental protection across some 200  million acres of public lands. (Photo courtesy

                      Governor Leavitt's office)

                      Inhofe said Democrats submitted some 400 questions to Leavitt - compared to  the 67 Republicans put to Carol Browner, the Clinton administration's nominee to head the EPA. 

                      The Oklahoma Republican also took issue with criticism of the Bush administration's environmental record, which he described as "better than any previous administration." 

                      Utah Republican Senator Orrin Hatch said he found criticism by Democrats of Leavitt's environmental record "personally offensive." 

                      "Utah is one of the cleanest states in the nation and this is largely due to the  work of Mike Leavitt," Hatch said. "He is a champion for the environment." 

                      Leavitt becomes the agency's 10th administrator, taking charge of an agency with some 18,000 employees across the country, including the Washington D.C. headquarters, 10 regional offices and more than a dozen labs. 

                      Environmentalists, who generally opposed Leavitt's nomination, expressed disappointment with today's vote. 

                      "Governor Leavitt has the most anti environmental record of any EPA   nominee since the agency was created over 30 years ago," said Joan Mulhern,  senior legislative counsel with the nonprofit environmental law firm  Earthjustice. "Governor Leavitt's record in Utah indicates that he will not be  the voice we need to stand up for environmental safeguards against the Bush administration's attempts to undercut these protections." 

                      Four Democrats - Jeff Bingaman of New Mexico, John Edwards of North Carolina, John Kerry of Massachusetts and Joe Lieberman of Connecticut - did not vote today. Edwards, Kerry and Lieberman are candidates for the 2004 Democratic Presidential nomination. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Environmental Risk Seen as New Hemispheric Security Threat

                      WASHINGTON, DC, October 29, 2003 (ENS) - The potential for environmental damage in the event of an accident during the maritime transport of hazardous materials, including petroleum and radioactive                      materials and toxic waste is one of the new security challenges facing the  Western Hemisphere, say representatives from the countries that participated in a two day security summit in Mexico City held by the Organization of American States (OAS). 

                      At the close of the summit Tuesday, the participants issued a seven page  "Declaration on Security in the Americas" that emphasized the need to fight  new terrorist threats, "whatever their origin or motivation, such as threats to cyber security, biological terrorism, and threats to critical infrastructure." 

                      In the declaration, the nations expressed their concern that terrorists have the possibility of access to, possession of, and use of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery. 

                      The traditional concept and approach to security "should be expanded to encompass new and nontraditional threats, which include political, economic, social, health, and environmental aspects," the declaration states. 

                      In particular, it underlines the need to prepare for natural and human induced disasters, HIV/AIDS and other diseases, and environmental degradation. 

                      On the issue of global climate change, the OAS nations expressed their commitment to "working in coordination in order to mitigate the adverse effects that global climate change could have on our states." 

                      Roger Noriega, U.S. assistant secretary of state for Western Hemisphere  affairs, said in an October 24 pre-summit briefing that security is a "multi-dimensional characteristic in the Americas." 

                      Noriega said, "We're not just speaking of the traditional threats to security or  tensions among and between countries, but also social and security tensions  that exist within countries that we all want to address in common and as a community." 

                      In their declaration, the OAS nations also expressed their intention to address  "on an urgent basis" extreme poverty, inequality, and social exclusion. 

                      "Overcoming these unacceptable conditions is a primary task of the states of  the hemisphere, which requires continued commitment and actions to promote economic and social development, and education," they declared. 

                      "Solidarity among the American states, expressed through their economic,  technical, political, legal, environmental, social, and security and defense cooperation, contributes to the stability and security of the states and the  Hemisphere as a whole," the declaration states. 

                                              * * *

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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General Environmental news

Kenya loses US$48 million annually to forest destruction 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya is losing some 48 million US dollars annually to poor water resource management and Karua said in Nairobi Wednesday. In an address to the opening of a seminar on Mara River, which runs through the famous Maasai Mara Game reserve, the Minister said the loss was equivalent to government's annual investment in water resources development in the country. "Kenya is classified by the United Nations as a water scarce country, yet (water) is neither treated nor managed as a scarce resource," Karua said in the address read on her behalf by the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry George Khroda. The meeting, organized by the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF), brought together users of the Mara River from Kenya and Tanzania. Kenyan forests are enduring over-exploitation and other pressures from human settlements. "We are now moving into a period of water clashes, from that of land clashes and it is therefore the government's policy to directly serve the stakeholders in the water industry," the Minister added.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng018437&dte=29/10/2003
Erosion Menace

Daily Champion (Lagos): THE long-standing and much neglected time-bomb which soil erosion menace presented in the South-Eastern parts of the country has finally set in with the killer punch as it were. The culminative sacking of over 120 homesteads and villages in about 360 erosion disaster sites simply brings home the looming calamity soil erosion portend to the peoples of the eastern zone. In a fresh alarm over this monumental erosion disaster that has so far displaced about 2,000 people and damaged property worth about N50 billion, the Imo and Enugu state governments have been forced to call on the Federal Government to immediately come to their rescue and send emergency relief materials to the affected families in the two erosion-ravaged states. The erosion scourge in the SouthEastern states took years to mature into the ecological disaster it has today turned out to be. The tragedy has been largely nurtured by neglect. Prominent among the erosion flash-points are Umuola; Ihioma Ikeze; Akunwata/Akeme; Okwudor; Ohaeke; Okporo; Okwu Apkulu; Ezi-Udo; Aboh Mbaise; Ekwe Isu; Owerre-Akokwa; Nkwo Mbaa; Ihitenansa Orsu; Umuhu Okabia, Ihitte-Owerri; Orlu-Ugbele and Isu-Njaba erosion sites. Added to these are about 24 other erosion hot spots in Enugu, Abia and Anambra states. Fingers have been pointed at the unnatural pressures that the rising populations in the South East places on the very limited land available in the area. Coupled to this lack of arable land, is the poor management of existing landspace. Other reasons may well be the slash-and-burn farming technique of farmers in the area, who denude the soil during farming and, along the line, expose the top-soil to erosion.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200310290315.html
Diamond Mine Closed for Harm to Environment

Business Day (Johannesburg): Damage to graves cited in order to shut GOVERNMENT has shut down indefinitely the mining operations of New Diamond Corporation at Schmidtsdrift in Kimberley for contravening environmental regulations, resulting in significant financial losses for the company and threatening 500 jobs. It is the fourth company to be punished by the minerals and energy department in the past year, sending a strong warning to mining firms that environmental offenders will not be tolerated. The closure is part of a new push by the department to minimize the destructive effects of mining on the environment. The department suspended all activities at the company's 30000ha prospecting site after inspectors discovered that hazardous effluent had destroyed 20 graves and was threatening to pollute the water supply to nearby communities. The department found that the company was in breach of the "approved environmental management programme". Pollution control facilities at diesel storage tanks, oil storage facilities, workshops, washing bays and waste sites were nonexistent. New Diamond Corporation will have now to satisfy stringent conditions and environmental standards before it is given the green light to resume operations.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200310290125.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

UNEP Project to Integrate Environment into Afghanistan's Development Strategy
Earthvision,  NAIROBI, October 28, 2003 - At the request of the Transitional Islamic Government of Afghanistan, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), together with the European Commission and the Ministry of Irrigation, Water Resources and Environment (MIWRE), today announced a €4.27-million programme to promote good environmental governance and to support the rehabilitation of the country's environment.
http://www.earthvision.net/ColdFusion/News_Page1.cfm?NewsID=25898&start=1 

UNEP Project to Integrate Environment into Afghanistan's Development StrategyENN - http://www.enn.com/direct/display-release.asp?objid=D1D1366D000000F882ED22C85F19DE1E 

Nation steps up efforts to ensure biosafetyPeople’s Daily, Oct 30, 2003 - http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200310/30/eng20031030_127185.shtml 

GMO technology regulated
Shanghai Daily, October 28, 2003 - “…The State Environment Protection Administration is working with relevant ministries to draft the Law on Biosafety," said Wang Dehui, deputy director of SEPA's Natural Resources Department at an international workshop on China's biosafety, which opened in Beijing yesterday.
…In 2002, UNEP and GEF approved the implementation of the framework and contributed some US$1 million to the project.
http://english.eastday.com/epublish/gb/paper1/1070/class000100004/hwz166425.htm 

Scientific control necessary in bioproduct business
China Daily, October 29, 2003 - http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/en/doc/2003-10/29/content_276420.htm 

CHINESE, BRAZILIAN TO SHARE UN PRIZE
Straits Times, Singapore, Oct 30, 2003 - http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/world/story/0,4386,217078,00.html? 


China Office - Mr. Xie Zhenhua wins this year’s Sasakawa Environment Prize

People’s Daily - Mr. Xie Zhenhua, Minster of State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) of China is co-winner of this year’s prestigious United Nations Environment Programme Sasakawa Environment prize. He is joined by Dener Jose Giovanini of Brazil, founder of the National Network for Combating Wild Animal Trafficking (RENCTAS). Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director said both individuals had made unremitting efforts in mobilizing and encouraging more people in achieving the goal of sustainable development. 
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Noticias de la Amazonia

PERUVIAN FIRST LADY´S DECLARATIONS ARE A POLITICAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE STRUGGLE AGAINST BIO-PIRACY, PERUVIAN RESEARCHER DECLARES  
[image: image1.png]


 

 

 

The recent declarations of the Peruvian First Lady, Eliane Karp de Toledo, regarding bio-piracy were qualified as an important political contribution to the struggle against bio-piracy by researcher Luis Campos Baca, of the Institute of Investigations of the Peruvian Amazon. Karp de Toledo, during her recent visit to Thailand, joining her husband to the Management Meeting of the Forum of Cooperation Asia Pacific (Apec), claimed the international recognition of the contributions of the alternative medicine and of the ancestral knowledge of the indigenous communities.   

 

According to COAM’s (Amazon Cooperation) report based on the contributions provided by the COICA, Coordinator of the Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon Basin, and of RAFI, Rural Advancement Foundation International, "the prospecting of the biodiversity in the Amazon is the exploration, extraction and selection of the biological diversity and of the indigenous knowledge in search of genetic and biochemical resources of commercial value. Increasingly, pharmaceutical corporations and biotechnology companies are threatening the forests in what we describe as a new chapter from the assault to the Amazon and its resources."  

 

Karp de Toledo, in Thailand, declared that "it is important to know that good part of the humanity's achievements has been obtained thanks to the research that once the Peruvian and Thai towns made. I find fair that some of the economic earnings are for these countries". The First Lady also highlighted the importance for the world’s medicine that the Amazon and Andean tradition have for its knowledge of products (biological and chemical principles) as the uña de gato and the maca.   

 

For the biologist researcher of the Institute of Investigations of the Amazon, and former congress member, Luis Campos Baca, the First Lady’s declarations are the necessary political support to the Peruvian scientific community and the indigenous people of the Amazon that claim the State a stronger position before the bio-piracy. In Loreto, researcher Campos Baca said, we have achieved the participation of the congress members to define a position in before this problem.

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

                    AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Michéle Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Good afternoon.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council today here at UN Headquarters is holding an open meeting on women, peace and

     security.

           Three years ago, the Security Council adopted resolution 1325, which recognized that women and girls both

     bear the brunt to armed conflict and are integral to any lasting solution.

           In his presentation to the Security Council, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie

     Guéhenno said that when a UN peacekeeping operation is set up in a volatile environment, the United Nations has

     learned to listen to the voices of women and girls, as it is the only way to foster an equitable peace.  “We recognize”,

     Guéhenno said, “the enormous, positive impact that women can have, when their knowledge, skills and motivation are

     harnessed in the name of peace and rebuilding a country”.

           He told Council members that different needs of women and men need to be taken into account in establishing

     programmes in peacekeeping operations.  For example, he said, in the past, disarmament and demobilization

     programmes only took into account the needs of the male combatant, while ignoring the women and girls who were

     either soldiers themselves, or served in a support role.  Now these programmes take into account the special needs of

     these women and girls.

           Guéhenno also urged Member States to provide more female civilian police and military personnel to

     peacekeeping operations, and also called for the inclusion of women and men with experience in gender-based crimes,

     to help the UN address the high rates of violence against women that are common in post-conflict situations.

           He told Security Council members that he intends to ensure that all future multidimensional peacekeeping

     operations include strong gender expertise.

           Also addressing the Council was Amy Smythe, the Senior Gender Advisor for the UN Mission in the

     Democratic Republic of the Congo. In addition to the 15 Council members, 23 other Member States are expected to

     speak.

           Also linked to today’s meeting, we have available upstairs a press release on other events on women, peace

     and security, which will be taking place over the next few days.

           **Security Council -- Tuesday

           And to wrap up, yesterday afternoon, the Security Council, by a unanimous vote on resolution 1513, extended

     the mandate of the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara, known as MINURSO, until the end

     of next January.

           In another open meeting immediately following that one, Benon Sevan, Executive Director of the Office of the

     Iraq Programme, briefed the Council on action taken for the termination of the “oil-for-food” programme.

           He identified steps remaining for the United Nations, the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) and the relevant

     Iraqi ministries to complete the transfer of projects, programme assets and related responsibilities to the CPA by 21

     November.

           **Financing for Development

           The High-level Meeting on Financing for Development began today at UN Headquarters, and a report presented

     to the session by the Secretary-General assesses the current state of play in world trade negotiations, following the

     deadlock that occurred last month at the trade talks in Cancún, Mexico.

           In his report, the Secretary-General advocates a number of reforms in the global financial system, including

     steps to organize orderly and fair exit strategies from debt crises, such as the one that struck Argentina in 2001, and

     better coordination among countries on tax issues, to reduce global tax dodging and illicit cross-border financial flows.

           The Secretary-General will address tomorrow’s morning plenary, as will World Bank President James

     Wolfensohn, International Monetary Fund Managing Director Horst Kohler, UNCTAD Secretary-General Rubens

     Ricupero and UN Development Programme Administrator Mark Malloch Brown.

           Press kits and press releases on the High-level Meeting are available at the documents counter.

           Also, tomorrow afternoon, General Assembly President Julian Hunte will talk to you in this room at 1:45 p.m.

     to present his assessment of the two-day meeting.

           **Afghanistan

           Turning to Afghanistan, the UN Office on Drugs and Crime today launched its Afghanistan Opium Survey for

     2003, which confirms that Afghanistan is the world’s leading opium producer, responsible for about three-quarters of

     the world’s opium output.  This year, the survey says, the area under opium poppy cultivation in Afghanistan has

     increased by 8 per cent, while opium production has increased by 6 per cent.

           Antonio Maria Costa, the Office’s Executive Director, who launched the report in Moscow today, said

     Afghanistan “is clearly at a crossroads:  either major surgical drug-control measures are taken now, or the drug cancer

     in Afghanistan will keep spreading”, and lead to greater corruption, violence and terrorism.

           The survey was the first one to be produced jointly by the Office on Drugs and Crime and the Afghan

     Government, and Costa praised the Government’s ban on opium cultivation and trafficking, as well as the new drug

     control law.  But he warned that the low-risk, high-profit opium economy can give birth to crime cartels that undermine

     President Hamid Karzai’s efforts to promote democracy and the rule of law.

           We have a press release with more details on the key findings.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo today denounced the obstacles it has encountered

     in recent weeks as its military observers try to verify information regarding the alleged presence of Rwandan troops on

     Congolese territory.  UN observers have been denied access to the Rwangabo military camp and were refused

     permission to speak to soldiers in Katale.

           The UN Mission says that such practices may lead people to consider that allegations about Rwandan troops

     are not without foundation.

           The Mission will proceed with its verification, and reiterates its suggestion for joint verification teams to be put

     in place for the sake of impartiality and transparency.

           **Liberia

           And on Liberia, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that, while humanitarian

     agencies are still negotiating free access to all parts of Liberia, they continue to distribute aid as and where they can

     outside the capital of Monrovia.

           Last week, humanitarian workers assessed that malnutrition cases were present among refugees and

     displaced persons sheltered in one camp, some 50 kilometres from Liberia’s border with Côte d’Ivoire.  In response,

     the World Food Programme provided 8 metric tons of food commodities for distribution to more than 1,800 people at

     the camp.

           As part of their “Back to School” programme, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has, as of today, distributed

     943 School-in-a-Box kits, containing enough school supplies for roughly 75,000 children.  And as soon as security

     conditions permit, these School-in-a-Box kits containing materials for some 10,000 children will be delivered to yet

     another county.

           **Sierra Leone Special Court

           In neighbouring Sierra Leone, the Appeals Chamber of the Special Court for Sierra Leone will sit for the first

     time in Freetown, starting this Friday and lasting until next Thursday, 6 November.  Judges will consider defence

     motions presented by counsel for five indictees, including former Liberian President Charles Taylor, as well as four

     others.  You can read more about that in their press release.

           **Cameroon-Nigeria

           The Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission, a mechanism established by the Secretary-General to propose

     peaceful solutions to the border dispute between those two countries, will meet for the sixth time today and tomorrow

     in Abuja, Nigeria, under the chairmanship of the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for West Africa, Ahmedou

     Ould-Abdallah.

           During this session, the Commission, which brings together delegations from both countries, will discuss the

     first phase of the withdrawal process from the Lake Chad area, which is planned to take place by the end of

     December.

           We have a press release upstairs with more information.

           **DSG

           And Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette is scheduled to be meeting now with the Peace and Security

     Funders Group, which brings together many civil society leaders who have helped to bring the global public’s urgent

     concerns to the United Nations, and take back to the public their sense of what the United Nations is doing to address

     them.

           She told the group that the central challenge is to ensure that we have all the rules, instruments and

     institutions to deal with the “hard” threats like war and terrorism, and “soft” threats like poverty and AIDS alike.  We

     have copies of her remarks upstairs.

           **UNICEF/Germany

           Also upstairs is a press release on the publication of a book sponsored by UNICEF/Germany on the extensive

     child prostitution activities along the Czech/German border.

           This is the first detailed picture of the commercial sexual exploitation of children in that region, heavily

     frequented by German sex tourists, according to the press release.  It shows the scale of the business and the

     conditions in which its victims live.

           **Budget

           And on the UN budget, San Marino paid some $27,000 today to become the 117th Member State to have paid

     its UN regular budget dues in full for this year.

           **Press Conferences Tomorrow

           And just a preview of the press conferences for tomorrow:  at 12:30 p.m., German Ambassador Gunter

     Pleuger will be here to talk to you about the Security Council’s mission to Afghanistan, which he will be leading.  That

     mission will be departing New York on Friday.

           And we mentioned earlier in the briefing:  at 1:45 p.m., the General Assembly President’s press conference

     here, which I am sure Michéle will have more on.

           And at 4:30 p.m., in this room, Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women,

     will be joined by actress Jessica Lange and others, to launch UNIFEM’s web portal on women, peace and security, as

     well as to talk about a documentary on women and peace-building, entitled “Women on the Frontlines”, which will be

     screened tomorrow evening at 7 p.m. in Conference Room 4.

           And that’s all I have for you today.  Yes, Edie?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Marie, two things, first, your office said last week that the Secretary-General was going to discuss

     Dr. Ahtisaari’s report this week.  Could you tell us if it was discussed today or when it is going to be discussed, and

     are we going to get some kind of read out?  Also, the staff here in the UN has called for the internal reports to be made

     public, the two, UNSECOORD and another internal report.  Is that going to happen?

           Associate Spokesman:  Well, let me start on the latter.  I have not seen that request from the Staff Union, but

     we can certainly look into that.  But in terms of your first question, I think you’re referring to what the Spokesman’s

     Office put out on Friday following the Secretary-General’s initial reaction to the Independent Panel’s report on the

     security of staff in Iraq.  And I think what we said at the time was that among the steps to be taken in response to that

     report, which of course the Secretary-General said he had taken very seriously and would be quickly trying to

     implement the recommendations, was that he would be discussing the report and the greater issue of staff security

     globally when he meets with the CEB, the Chief Executive Board, which groups the heads of UN agencies, funds and

     programmes.  That meeting will take place on Friday and Saturday of this week.

           The Spokeswoman later said the two internal reports on UN security in Iraq would remain internal, but added

     that their findings were made available to the Ahtisaari panel during its own investigation into UN security and the

     August 19 bombing.

           Question:  So that takes care of that.  My second question is that Pakistan today agreed to a series of

     proposals put forward by India to reduce tensions, but on condition that the United Nations monitor frontier checkpoints

     in Kashmir.  Is there a response from the Secretary-General to this?

           Associate Spokesman:  I have no further guidance on that today, but I can check into that as well and get

     back to you if we have anything further to say on the recent media reports.

           The Spokeswoman later said the Secretary-General has always welcomed proposals aimed at the improving

     of relations between India and Pakistan.  He has called for the resumption of dialogue between the two countries to

     resolve their differences, including Kashmir.

           If there are no other questions, I will turn to Michéle.

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President

           Thank you, Marie.  Good afternoon.

           As you know, the High-level Dialogue for the implementation of the outcome of the International Conference on

     Financing for Development opened this morning with a plenary meeting and four round tables.  You have heard Mr.

     Ocampo talk this morning of the High-level Dialogue, and present the Secretary-General’s report.  All the meetings are

     open to the press.  However, because of the size of the rooms, you can only watch the round tables on a screen in

     conference

     room 1.  I have a list of participants in the round tables if you want more details.

           Four of them were held this morning.  Round table one and two were on “Regional dimensions of the

     implementation of the results of the International Conference on Financing for Development”.  And round tables three

     and four were on “Coherence and consistency of the international monetary, financial and trading systems in support of

     development”.

           There are also four round tables this afternoon: five and six on “The link between the progress in the

     implementation of the agreements and commitments reached at the International Conference on Financing for

     Development and the achievement of internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the United

     Nations Millennium Declaration”.

           Also, there are two round tables on “The link between the progress in the implementation of the agreements

     and commitments reached at the International Conference on Financing for Development and the promotion of

     sustainable development, sustained economic growth and the eradication of poverty with a view to achieving an

     equitable global economic system”.

           As I mentioned, I have a list of participants if you want to know who participated in these four round tables this

     morning and the four this afternoon.

           Tomorrow, as you know, there will be a plenary that will be addressed by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan,

     World Bank President James Wolfensohn, IMF Managing Director Horst Kohler, UNCTAD Secretary-General Rubens

     Ricupero, UNDP Administrator and UN Development Group Chairman Mark Malloch Brown, as well as Enrique

     Iglesias, Inter-American Development Bank President.  In the press release that was issued today, you have more

     details on the people participating in the plenary tomorrow.  Of course, the plenary is open to the press and you don’t

     have to go to the over-flow room, number one.

           Yesterday, the General Assembly continued the discussion on the items on reform and there will be an

     assessment of the debate on Friday morning by the President of the Assembly, Julian Hunte.

           This is all I have for you.  Thank you.  Any questions?

           Associate Spokesman:  If there are none, have a good afternoon. 

     Thank you.

                                                 * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Biosafety" ��The People Daily - Nation steps up efforts to ensure biosafety�


� HYPERLINK  \l "China" ��Asia Pulse -  China steps up efforts to ensure biosafety�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Arctic" ��The Guardian  - News in Brief (Clean-up of Arctic)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Award" ��The Daily Record (Baltimore, MD)  - Calvert awarded Royal Award for Responsible Investment for 2003� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Spill" ��IRIN - Focus on aftermath of oil spill�




















*  Environment and Development Magazine (Arabic)  UNEP report on Dugongs
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