[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Monday, 30 September 2002


Other Environment-related News

· Reuters - Senate, Bush reach deal on environment documents

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "RONA" 

RONA







Other UN News

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing for  27 September 2002
· Daily Highlights of  27 September 



Panafrican News Agency (PANA) Daily Newswire 

 September 27, 2002 

UNEP ADDRESSES WATER PROBLEM FOR MAASAI HERDERS IN KENYA 

Kajiado, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) has embarked on a campaign to help

      Kenyan pastoralists and other disadvantaged communities in Kenya's semi-arid district of Kajiado get access  to clean drinking water. 

      Members of the Maasai community inhabiting Kajiado district, 50km south of Nairobi, have to contend with  perennial droughts, forcing the mainly herder community to shuttle across the rolling plains with their families  and livestock in search of water. 

      The disadvantages range from the cattle attracting diseases to human beings suffering fatigue and

      disruption of education for children who have to accompany their wandering parents. Traditionally, the

      Maasai are pastoralists but this is changing with land tenure changes being effected by the government. 

      This means that the pastoralists and their animals cannot move freely as they have done for centuries. 

      The effect has been that many people have been forced to watch their cattle die for lack of water while at

      times frictions occur when landowners clash with pastoralists. 

      Similar to many parts of Africa, among the Maasai, men own water. They also own livestock, which is their  livelihood. Therefore, when allocating water, animals are given priority over women and women can only  fetch water after the animals have been watered. 

      It was with this in mind that UNEP decided to act, especially after recommendations put forward in the

      UNEP/Government of Kenya (2000) report titled 'Devastating Drought in Kenya: Environmental Impacts and responses'. 

      The process involves harvesting rainwater, which is then stored for future use. UNEP is also engaged in two other similar projects in Kenya, while another one is underway in the Tonga Island of South Pacific. 

      According to Donald Kaniaru of UNEP, it was decided that women be empowered to get easier access to

      clean drinking water under a project they would manage themselves. 

      "Studies have shown that women have greater impact on the environment and this project was hoped to

      make the local women better manage their environment," he told PANA Friday. 

      UNEP has for the past one and a half years been engaged in working with the women of Kisamis in Kajiado  district on the project through a local NGO Earth Care. 

      The result is one earth pan, fourteen big Ferro-cement tanks that can hold 5,000-23,000 litres of water, ten

      small plastic tanks of 460 litres each and 14 communal latrines. 

      At the hand over ceremony held Friday, local MP and the immediate former Kenyan vice president, George Saitoti praised UNEP for the initiative saying it would improve the lives of the community members. 

      "By supplying these people with clean drinking water and latrines, you have taken a step towards improving  their health," he said. 

      Saitoti lamented that 24 percent of the world's 1.2 billion poverty stricken people were living in Sub Saharan  Africa, and urged governments, donors and individuals to intensify ways of alleviating poverty. 

      "Africa might never achieve the global goal of halving poverty by 2015 unless all the governments stopped paying lip service to the issue of economic empowering of the citizens," he warned.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (London) 

September 28, 2002
Ozone hole fears were greatly exaggerated 

      Sir, With reference to "Goodbye, hole in the sky" (September 21): for 30 years, environmental Cassandras

      have made a number of apocalyptic predictions. None of them, in the fullness of time, has ever come true.

      Afterwards, the Cassandras typically argue that the preventive measures they championed are the reason

      disaster was averted, while sceptics assert that the gloomy predictions were simply overblown in the first

      place. So it is with ozone depletion. While it is true that atmospheric concentrations of chlorofluorocarbons

      and other chemicals targeted under the Montreal protocol are now declining, this in no way proves that

      these chemicals posed as serious a threat as originally suggested. 

      Indeed, the recent UN Environmental Programme/World Meteorological Organisation (UNEP/WMO) report and  other published evidence indicate that the public health and environmental impact of ozone loss, though

      real, was considerably exaggerated. 

      It should be noted that ozone depletion, in and of itself, does not cause harm. It is the ozone layer's role in

      shielding the earth from dangerous ultraviolet B radiation (UVB) that gave rise to the widely repeated fears

      of increased UVB-induced skin cancers and cataracts, as well as potentially devastating environmental harm.

      But the published research has yet to confirm the predicted long-term increase in ground level UVB over

      populated areas. 

      Indeed, the latest UNEP/WMO report admits that the measured evidence is inconsistent and concedes that

      the expected increase in UVB attributable to ozone loss is small enough to be easily offset by other factors,

      such as clouds and aerosols. 

      The article states that "a girl in the Falklands suffered third-degree burns after being exposed to the sun for

      only 30 minutes". 

      Such anecdotal claims, reminiscent of Al Gore's assertion in his 1992 best-seller, Earth in the Balance, that

      animals in Patagonia were being struck blind by the sun, have never been demonstrated scientifically. The

      continued need by supporters of the Montreal protocol to rely on anecdotal evidence, especially in a field

      where billions of dollars have been spent on research and thousands of papers have appeared in the

      literature, is a strong indication that ozone depletion never was quite as bad as some would like us to

      believe. 

      Ben Lieberman, Senior Policy Analyst, Competitive Enterprise Institute, Washington, DC 20036, US
___________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

 September 28, 2002

Kenyan women join rainwater harvesting project 

      NAIROBI, Sept. 27 (Xinhua) -- Women from Kenya's pastoral tribe of Masai on Friday joined a pioneering new anti-drought initiative that promises to dramatically reduce the time spent finding and collecting sufficient  clean and healthy water supplies. 

      The project involves harvesting rainwater using special low cost containers and the digging of mini-reservoirs or "earth pans", said Eric Falt, spokesman of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

      It will allow women to collect fresh and unpolluted water on their doorsteps rather than being forced to trek  many frustrating miles. The project, dubbed Empowering Women in Rainwater Harvesting in Kenya, is part of   a wider international initiative funded by the government of Sweden, Falt said. 

      Similar projects are underway in Nepal, India and Bhutan and on the Pacific Ocean island of Tonga. 

      On Friday, EarthCare Africa, which has developed the project on behalf of UNEP, handed over the new

      rainwater harvesting facilities to Masai women in Kajiado of Rift Valley Province. 

      It followed similar initiatives at two other parts of Kenya, Falt said, adding that facilities, capable of holding  over 520,000 litres of harvested rainwater, have been installed at the three locations. 

      The two-year project in Kenya, which has received 110,000 US dollars in Swedish funding, is in line with

      recommendations made in a UNEP and Kenyan government report entitled Devastating Drought in Kenya:

      Environmental Impacts and Responses. 

      " Women are on the front line in developing countries when it comes to providing water for their families and  communities," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of UNEP, which is one of the key players in the project.

      Studies from East Africa show that the time spent finding and collecting water has, on average, more than

      doubled in the past three decades. 

      Many women living in dry and semi arid areas have to walk up to 10 kilometers each day to find sufficient

      supplies. 

      "We are advised by women involved in this project that, once they have arrived at a water source, it can

      take a considerable amount of time filling containers resulting in the whole morning being lost," he said. 

      This is depriving them of valuable time that could be more profitably spent in areas such as education, child  care or pursuing livelihood, said Toepfer.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

 Africa News (E.A. Standard)

 September 28, 2002 Saturday 

 Kenya;   Rainbow Firm On Kasarani 

      Former Vice-President George Saitoti yesterday said the Rainbow Alliance wants genuine delegates to select Kanu's presidential candidate at Kasarani on October 12. 

      Speaking at Olepolos Primary School in Kisamis, Saitoti, who is seeking to be nominated as the Kanu

      presidential candidate, said they do not want fake delegates to do magendo (rigging) at Kasarani. 

      "Tunataka waakilishi halisi huko Kasarani, siyo wale wa bandia. Hatutaki magendo huko," (We want 

genuine  delegates at Kasarani, not bogus ones. We do not want rigging) said Saitoti amid cheers. Saitoti who

      received water tanks projects from Earth Care Africa and Unep was accompanied by eight councillors at

      Kisamis in his Kajiado North constituency. 

      They set the political mood when they called on the Maasai to take a united stand when Saitoti calls on

      them to do so. 

      Saitoti said he is not bothered for having been sacked as a Vice-President. 

      He said he stands for justice and after Kanu's presidential nominations, they will call for a meeting where

      they will declare their political stand. 

      "After October 12th, we will call for an egigwana (Maasai for meeting). We want justice and if it does not

      happen tutaweka (we will hold) egigwana hapa (a meeting here)," said Saitoti. 

      Saitoti said he was a V-P for 13 years and that the time has come for him to move a step ahead. 

      "If a child goes to a primary school, do you want him to remain there?" he posed and added: "He must move  to secondary school and university," 

      Saitoti said Rainbow Alliance stands for meritocracy, fair play and capacity. He said his background cherishes the above. 

      "Kenya needs hope. It needs unity and peace. It needs virtues of democracy to be entrenched in the

      society and the Rainbow Alliance strongly feels for the above," said Saitoti. 

      Saitoti thanked the Earth Care Executive Director Mimidre Mukandla and Unep representative Donald Kaniaro for the project, saying it will have a trickle-down effect to many homes in the area. 

      Saitoti said there are 1.2 billion poor people in the word, out of which S24 per cent are drawn from

      Sub-Saharan Africa. 

      He said that unless there is partnership between organisations, it will be difficult for Africans to eradicate

      poverty in the year 2015. 

      Saitoti said it is difficult to attain environmental sustain- ability without tackling poverty. 

      Meanwhile Rainbow Alliance leaders will tomorrow converge at Kaptagat in Kericho District for a campaign  rally, writes Sonu Tanu. 

      The rally, according Kanu Secretary-General and Energy Minister Raila Odinga, will be attended by fellow  leading lights of the alliance, George Saitoti, Kalonzo Musyoka, Joseph Kamotho, Moody Awori, Fred Gumo  and George Khaniri 

      On Sunday, the leaders will proceed to Kapkatet sports ground in the neighbouring Bureti District for a similar  meeting. 

      Before proceeding to Kapkatet, Saitoti and his team will preside over a funds drive for a Catholic church in

      Kericho town. 

      According to David Rotich, an aspirant for Belgut constituency on a Kanu ticket, arrangements for the Sosiot  rally have been finalised. 

      Rotich showed a copy of the letter he had written to the Kericho police boss requesting him to provide      security for the Sosiot meeting. 

      Copies of the letter have been made available to the Sosiot OCS, Raila and Musyoka. 

      Likoni Road, P.o. Box 30080,Nairobi-Kenya. email: editorial@eastandard.net ________________________________________________________________________________________

Study says black carbon emissions in China and India have climate change effects

By John Heilprin, Associated Press

Friday, September 27, 2002

WASHINGTON — Black carbon soot from coal burning, diesel engines, open fires, and

other sources is contributing to global warming and climate change in China and India,

researchers report. 

A study appearing in Friday's issue of the Science magazine is based on computer

modeling at the NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies by researchers Surabi Menon

and James Hansen. 

"If our interpretation is correct, then reducing the amount of black carbon or soot may

help diminish the intensity of floods in the south and droughts in the northern areas of

China, in addition to having human health benefits," Hansen said. 

The research, based on data from Chinese ground stations provided by Yunfeng Luo of

the Chinese Academy of Sciences, is continuing in order to see if a similar pattern of

disturbances exists in India. 

Black carbon — a product of incomplete combustion — comes from industrial pollution,

traffic, fires, the burning of coal in homes, and biomass fuels. It is especially prevalent in

countries such as China and India, where cooking and heating are typically done at a low

temperatures using wood, cow dung, or coal. 

Unlike carbon dioxide emissions, which add to global warming by trapping heat in the

atmosphere, soot emissions may contribute to global warming and climate change by

absorbing sunlight, heating the air, and making the atmosphere more unstable, according

to the study. 

Research into black carbon is a relatively new area, global climate change experts say.

Some of the uncertainties include exactly how particles behave in sunlight and how much

of the soot comes from any particular burning process. 

Daniel A. Lashof, a senior scientist and director of the global warming project for Natural

Resources Defense Council, said the study shows there are very strong reasons for China

to take action to reduce soot emissions from cook stoves and coal-burning furnaces.

Doing so would moderate both the local health effects and the regional climate effects

from those emissions, Lashof said. 

"I don't think the study should be interpreted to mean that carbon dioxide emissions from

automobiles and power plants in the United States should be taken off the hook," he said.

"Those emissions are continuing to build up in the global atmosphere and are the primary

driver of global warming." 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

This story here is also in the Daily Star (Pakistan)

 Agence France Presse 

 September 29, 2002 Sunday 10:18 AM Eastern Time 

Pollution contributed to China floods and droughts: NASA 

The "Asian Brown Cloud", a vast haze of soot particle hovering over south Asia, is at least partly to blame for China's recent climatic  disasters -- drought in the north and floods in the south -- according a NASA study published this week in US journal Science. 

       Surabi Menon of NASA and Columbia University and James Hansen of NASA's Goddard Institute said in the study there was a clear link between increased amounts of man-made soot and the kind of climate change witnessed in the south Asian region over the past few years. 

       "Reducing the amount of black carbon, or soot, may help diminish the intensity of floods in the south and droughts in the northern areas of  China, in addition to having human health benefits," Hansen said in a statement. Menon and Hansen conducted four computer simulations  using scientific data from 46 ground stations in China to examine whether airborne soot affected China's water cycle. 

       They found the soot particles affected the climate by absorbing sunlight, which then heated the air and made the atmosphere more  unstable. 

       This created rising air that formed clouds and brought rainfall to heavily polluted southern China. It was balanced out by an increase of  sinking air -- which prevented clouds and rain from forming -- in northern China, contributing to the droughts there. 

       The researchers took other factors into account, including ocean surface temperature and the presence of other greenhouse gases, in their  computer models. 

       In a related commentary in Science, scientists William Chameides and Michael Bergin said: "The contribution of black carbon to global  warming may be substantial, perhaps second only to that of carbon dioxide." 

       Soot is generated from industrial pollution, traffic, outdoor fires and household burning of coal and biomass fuels, such as cow dung and field residues. It occurs when the combustion of coal and other fuels is incomplete. 

       It continues to be produced in large amounts in Asia, especially in China and India, because cooking and heating are done using wood, coal  and biomass fuels at low temperatures, which prevents complete combustion taking place. 

       Based on their simulations, the authors predicted soot-induced cooling over China, extended warming over northern Africa and cooling over  the southern United States, amidst overall global warning. 

       The Asian Brown Cloud phenomenon has stirred controversy recently, as scientists across the globe warn of its radical consequences and  regional scientists retort that it does not exist and is not specifically Asian. 

       In August the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said the pollution haze was damaging agriculture, modifying rainfall patterns and  endangering the population. 

       Using global models to study the phenomenon, the UNEP said the cloud could reduce precipitation over northwest India, Pakistan,  Afghanistan, western China and the western part of Central Asia by as much as between 20 and 40 percent. 

       But Indian scientists slammed the findings last week as "exaggerated and distorted", saying it was not a thick, choking cloud but only a wintertime haze. 

       They said the report reflected a trend of blaming developing Asian countries for global pollution. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 Dawn (Pakistan)

28 September 2002 

Delay in biosafety laws causes Rs8bn loss annually 

                         ISLAMABAD, Sept 27: The Ministry of Science and Technology has protested over the inordinate delay in the approval of  biosafety laws that was causing losses worth billions of rupees every year to the national economy. 

                         The National Commission on Biotechnology (NCB) is estimating that approval of biotechnology laws could save up to Rs3 billion out of Rs8 billion currently spent on pesticides for cotton crop alone every year. 

                         The science ministry is accusing the ministry of environment and local government for delaying the biosafety guidelines through involvement of foreign consultants. The biosafety laws were finalized early last year by the National Commission on Biotechnology (NCB) constituted by President Gen Pervez Musharraf, but could not be taken to the cabinet for approval so far. 

                         When contacted by Dawn, Dr Anwar Nasim, the NCB chairman and advisor to OIC standing Committee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation (Comstech), expressed very critical views and said he was surprised as to how come the guidelines could not even be considered for 20 months. 

                         He said no agricultural product or new technology could be released for common use unless it was tested for one year after guidelines were put in place. 

                         "I am fed up and I am giving up," said Dr Anwar Nasim, who said that while the president had declared biodiversity and  biotechnology as priority area, the environment ministry was using delaying tactics. 

                         He said the United Nations Development Fund (UNDP) had allocated $100,000 grant for Pakistan to develop biotechnology products but the opportunity was lost. All Saarc countries have already introduced biosafety laws except Pakistan and Nepal. 

                         In a letter to the secretary environment and local government, the National Commission on Biotechnology has pointed out that "biosafety guidelines have been pending with your ministry for over a year". 

                         This situation is creating hurdles in the development and commercialization of various biotech products including transgenic crops which have been developed by several research institutions and universities of the country. 

                         The biosafety guidelines were prepared and finalized by a national biosafety experts committee set by the environment ministry  through a gazette notification. 

                         "The guidelines have been evaluated by all the provinces, civil society, NGOs and all other stakeholders and finally reviewed by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP)," said Dr Kausar Malik (SI.TI) in the letter. 

                         Kausar Malik is also a member of the Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC). 

                         The federal minister for science and technology, Dr Attaur Rehman, also wrote to the minister for environment emphasizing the urgency for the approval of these guidelines and was told that these guidelines would be submitted to the Pakistan Environmental Council or the cabinet. 

                         More than one year has passed, but unfortunately no action has been taken, the minister was quoted as telling the environment  ministry. 

                         The environment ministry is now contemplating on hiring an Australian consultant to review these biosafety guidelines. 

                         Dr Kausar said: "I want to reiterate very strongly that all such exercises have already been done and the National Biosafety Committee has already taken into account all the existing biosafety guidelines of different countries while preparing the guidelines. In my opinion, this exercise will unnecessarily delay the approval of these guidelines and will not achieve any meaningful result." 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Dawn

New work cycle stymied by blinkered UNEP 

       The new work cycle of the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR), which was to have begun in  May with the first meeting of its 21-country members and expert advisers from all scientific disciplines related to radiation risk, has been frustrated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), according to UNSCEAR members. 

       Over the years since it was set up by the United Nations General Assembly (GA) in 1955, UNSCEAR has come to be recognized as the most authoritative international scientific body on radiation risk to humans and the environment. Radiation safety standards and international organizations -- most notably the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the International Commission for Radiation Protection (ICRP),

       the International Commission on Radiation Units and Measurements (ICRU), and the World Health Organization (WHO) -- draw directly from its assessments of natural and man-made radiation effects. 

       Conventionally, the Committee works in four- to five-year cycles, meeting every year and (with the help of special consultants) developing comprehensive scientific reports on radiation issues of the day. The annual meetings are attended not only by the 21 national representatives, but usually by 60 -- 80 scientific advisers covering a wide spectrum of expertise -- radiation protection, radiation health physics, radiobiology, animal and environmental research, genetics, epidemiology, and other specialties -- at no cost to UNSCEAR. The

       scientific reports (called annexes) are presented to the GA along with the usual progress report of that year, and published simultaneously  for use of governments, the international scientific community, and the public. In the previous document cycle, 10 scientific annexes were  published as UNSCEAR 2000. Another was held over and published as the 2001 report. 

       Last year, having received the 11th annex (on hereditary effects of radiation), the General Assembly commended the "wider knowledge and understanding of the levels, effects and risks of ionizing radiation . . . with scientific authority and independence of judgment" that UNSCEAR had provided in its 46 years (Resolution 55/121 of Jan. 27, 2001). It called on UNEP to "continue providing" the financial support for the

       Committee. But this has been ignored by UNEP. 

       United Nations funding for the Committee has been routed through UNEP since the two bodies moved out of New York in the 1970s. It  means that the Nairobi-based UNEP must convey the Vienna-based NSCEAR's financial forecasts to New York, and include them in its own budget. Committee representatives told Nuclear News that funding had always been modest, but was adequate so far. "But in January this year," they said, "we found that our funds for the current biennium (2002 -- 03) had been slashed to a level that makes it impossible for the Committee to function properly." 

       The figures show $ 1 220 800 in 1992 -- 93 and $ 928 600 in 1994 -- 95. For 2002 -- 03, the total is $ 674 000. "We need between $ 150 000 and $ 160 000 each year to hold a full meeting," UNSCEAR Secretary Norman Gentner told Nuclear News. "About half [is] for travel of the  representatives, the other half to pay a small honorarium to consultants, and to cover costs of their attendance so they can discuss the document they've prepared and receive instructions from the Committee on how to take it further." 

       An urgent appeal to UNEP Executive Director Klaus Topfer failed to obtain an additional $ 65 000 -- $ 70 000, and so the immediate result  was that the first full meeting of the Committee in this cycle, scheduled for May 6 -- 10, had to be canceled. The Executive Committee of UNSCEAR -- Joyce Lipstein (chair, Brazil), Lars-Erik Holm (Sweden), Yasuhito Sasaki (Japan), Robi Chatterjee (Canada), and Gentner -- then  decided to pool the savings from the cancellation with 2003 funds, to convene a full meeting in January 2003. 

       "We see this as an ad hoc measure, and still hope against hope for fresh funds that would enable a second full meeting next year," Gentner  told Nuclear News. "If it were possible to hold a second meeting in 2003, we may be able to get back close to schedule, but most members of the Committee seem resigned to accepting that we've lost a year and want to focus on efforts to ensure that it won't happen again. 

       "We need, at least and in the short term, to get back to a budget which supports us in the way we have been functioning," he continued, "that is, at one full-fledged meeting per year, every year. We would need over the longer terms to increase the amount of honoraria we pay consultants, because right now they are tiny for the amount of work they are called on to put into these documents. They only do it  because of the prestige of the Committee. Also we need to recruit more consultants because of the increased complexity of the issues we       are dealing with. We need to recruit from further afield, so travel costs will be higher, and increasingly from academia." 

       The time lost already means that the documents in the next cycle are unlikely to be published in 2005, as had been hoped, Gentner said.  The most notable upshot would be that a key follow-up document on the health effects of the 1986 Chernobyl accident would not now be  published in advance of the 20th anniversary of the disaster. The scientific community would thus not have to hand the authoritative assessment, this time derived with new data and research results from the three directly affected republics (Belarus, Russia, and Ukraine).

       UNSCEAR already has procedures in place to obtain these inputs for analysis, Gentner said. 

       This and specific problems related to budgetary support are to be stressed in the Committee's report to the General Assembly, essentially one of nonprogress, which is to be discussed in the IVth Committee of the UN General Assembly in October. Gentner said financial support  had been falling away for many years, though only now had it become acute. Most disturbing, he said, was the fact that UNEP had failed even to allow the Secretariat the opportunity to provide inputs when the budgets for 2000 -- 01 and 2002 -- 03 were being formulated. 

       National representatives are becoming more forthrightly critical of UNEP. In a letter to the journal Science (vol. 297, July 19, 2002), Zbigniew Jaworowski (Poland) wrote: "Until about 1992, the funds provided to UNSCEAR by the UN were lean, but adequate for its functioning. Since  then, per annum allocations have been systematically decreased, with 2002 funding at about 50 percent of the 1992 level. The actual       decrease is even more marked, as the figures are not adjusted for inflation." 

       Stating his puzzlement as to why the UN accepts "a threat to UNSCEAR's very existence," for want of what amounts to an annual pittance, Jaworowski said, "It appears to me that the fiscal difficulties began when UNSCEAR financing was arranged via" the environmental program. "A divorce of UNSCEAR from UNEP might be a possible remedy," he noted. "Dissolution of UNSCEAR would be an immeasurable loss to world

       science and to future development of the radiation protection system." 

       The documents 

       The work program of UNSCEAR's new (now delayed) cycle was decided on at the last full meeting of the Committee, April 23 -- 27, 2001. It  includes development of a new set of scientific documents in the physical (4) and biological (5) subgroups. Gentner outlined their aimed-for contents, using their still-tentative titles. 

       Dose assessment for inhalation of radon 

       This will be the "test" document for the Committee's approach, away from its traditional reporting of sources and effects of ionizing radiation in distinct parts, to a gradual movement to presenting sources-to-effects assessments within a given document. 

       Radon is important because it is a major source of natural radiation exposure worldwide on average. There is a fair amount of uncertainty  about the associated risks. And so UNSCEAR is performing more rigorous dose assessments, in relation to effects, in order to get a better  handle on correlating data on exposure in homes and data that come from, for example, mines. 

       One area of uncertainty is the dosimetry, because it has been done retrospectively, based on a few mines or in existing mines. The document is to present more complete linkage between how dosimetry is done and how uncertainty in the dosimetry affects the output, but  the procedure is not resolved yet. The Committee is to look at this in various ways in the next few (three, four, or five) years to see how  practicable it is. 

       Medical radiation exposures 

       This is about the Committee's continuing assessment of medical exposures, which are increasing as medical practices increase and as  medical radiation techniques develop for diagnosis and treatment. It is possible that in the next decade or so, these exposures will, on average, reach or exceed those from natural radiation sources, excepting radon. Another consideration is that some of the new procedures are high-dose ones. Risk that may be associated in the future with, for example, pediatric CT scans, requires some sort of assessment. 

       There is concern also that there may be more doses from these procedures than are on record. Digital equipment, for example, tends not to register the number of exposures as the operator takes another and another shot until the desired image is obtained. Therefore, UNSCEAR  has launched a new global survey. Last year, a questionnaire was sent to all UN member states. It was designed to separate conventional       versus digital techniques, in order to be able to look at trends more carefully. 

       Exposures from various sources 

       These continue to be the essence of the Committee's work. So far they have been presented in separate annexes and exposure assessments typically reached back over the previous 15 -- 20 years. "In order to concentrate on some of the new biological subjects, we've elected this year to combine these three documents and only report on new data, from say in the last five-year period," Gentner said.

       "But coupled with that we are exploring the possibility of showing this data, as they are developed, in a Web-accessible form," Gentner continued. "So readers worldwide could access new trends and exposure data several years before these appear in the annex to be  published. This will also provide, in a way, an opportunity for other (nonofficial) reporting agencies and readers to take a proactive role. We  know the annex on natural sources of radiation exposure tends to be one of the most visited on our Web site." 

       There has also been a lot of interest, on the occupational exposure side, on naturally occurring radioactive materials (NORM) and enhanced exposures to these in certain occupations. The new annex is likely to give substantial attention to NORM, which in collective-dose terms is one of the major occupational sources of exposure. Examples would be fertilizers, anything involving phosphate (such as rock), and sometimes certain building materials, minerals, and such. 

       Radioecology 

       This involves the pathways by which radioactive materials are released into and move in the environment, potentially exposing humans, other biota and the environment. 

       A great deal of activity was, of course, fostered by Chernobyl -- the emphasis on development of better models for predicting doses and releases. It provides UNSCEAR with an opportunity to help with the ongoing efforts of international agencies with material related on how to  protect the environment and how to demonstrate the ways in which that protection is in fact achieved. 

       Because protective measures are usually based on a dose representing a point above which unacceptable affects might occur, monitoring  typically aims simply to assess the level of radioactive nuclides in some environmental medium, such as air, water, or soil. But laboratory data on effects are generally based on doses. And so the Committee is seeking more rigorous ways of moving from environmental media  levels to an actual dose. "Conservatively high dose estimation is not the way to go when looking at whether or not effects on the

       environment may occur," Gentner explained. "You want the best actual dose you can get." 

       "Assessment of a dose at which effects occur is typically done by experiments that relate in the laboratory on laboratory animals," he noted. "There are also some observations in the wild, but they don't have an experimental design in that you have to accept the dose you get and simply do a judgment if effects have or have not occurred, for example on reproduction. You don't have the opportunity, if effects have occurred, to say what would have occurred with half or one quarter of that dose. 

       "Similarly," Gentner added, "if a population has been exposed to a certain level in the wild and the assessment is that there has not been an adverse effect, you don't have the opportunity to say could we go to three times that dose or eleven times, and still have no effect." The direction the Committee takes with this document, where emphasis is heightened or decreased, is to be decided during the next session, in January. 

       Radiation-induced cancer 

       This is probably the most important continuing document in the biological subgroup, which is about assessing effects and evaluating  mechanisms or new ideas that might affect how UNSCEAR views risks or existing results. Emphasis has changed over the cycles. The 2000   report looked at site-specific cancers. 

       This one may concentrate more on evaluation and interpretation of studies of people who have been medically or occupationally exposed,  because that is the gold standard in the final analysis -- whether or not effects occur to people exposed to certain levels. "The final  judgment is in the way these people live their lives and receive their exposure," said Gentner. "Is the radiation a carcinogen, and if it is, to  what extent is the risk correlated with dose?" 

       Because fairly large populations that have received fairly high exposures are necessary, the risk from low-dose radiation will probably never  be determined by epidemiology. Nevertheless, any group that has people with high doses will include others with lower exposure levels. The  trend within the group is a powerful indication of what the risk at low doses may be. So, the Committee regards assessments on people with

       the higher levels of dose to be important because they provide answers to the higher dose level -- with the good possibility that each group will include those with lower exposures, but over several years (therefore at fairly low dose rate) -- and the advantage of statistical power. 

       Among important groups, Gentner mentioned, are cohorts in the former Soviet Union, like the workers at the Mayak nuclear waste  reprocessing facility and the civilian populations that lived along the Techa river (used as a disposal site for radioactive debris after a major accident), which is now the subject of a major prominent program involving German, Russian, and U.S. scientists. Data from them are expected to figure prominently in the new document. 

       Also figuring significantly will be findings of new studies of occupationally exposed people, notably those of the International Agency for  Research in Cancer (IARC) on a massive number (perhaps 0.5 million) nuclear industry workers in the 12 participant countries. The second update of the study is expected to be out next year, leaving plenty of time for inclusion in the annex. 

       Diseases other than cancer 

       This epidemiology document is a reexamination of whether diseases other than cancer are increased by radiation. Earlier annexes considered that there was no nonspecific life-shortening -- that is, what was seen as life-shortening was due to the induction of radiogenic cancers, and that accounted for all the premature loss of life. 

       "Since then there have been indications, for example, from animal studies, that induced cancers may account for only about half the loss of life from chronic exposure. There have been indications from studies of irradiated cohorts that diseases other than cancer are in fact increased. The most prominent and consistent seem to be cardiovascular diseases" (CVDs), Gentner said. 

       While there is evidence of increased CVDs in the A-bomb survivors (late-onset, even later than after exposure to cancer), in early (1986 -- 87) Chernobyl liquidators, and in the first IARC study, there is concern that this may be a red herring, that it may be due to confounding by other lifestyle-related factors that weren't adequately corrected for. The mechanisms are unknown and never before investigated, largely  because the very possibility of these diseases occurring were not thought of. 

       There are indications that atherosclerosis (fatty degeneration of the arterial wall, development of plaques that occlude arteries), a disease  of monoclonal origin, just like cancer, can be increased by radiation. "This could also be an influence by some stress mechanism common to  many activities," Gentner said, "or it could be engendered, if not by the radiation itself, then by events associated with exposure. It warrants examination, and that's what we are doing -- an assessment of whether noncancer disease is increased and, if it is, whether it is a

       radiation-related increase. We are also looking at mechanisms. All other causes of death will also be investigated, part of a  go-back-and-check-again procedure, aiming to identify whether or not any may be increased." 

       Radiation response in tissues 

       This annex is the first of two that relate to biological responses that may affect how risk arises or how the Committee assesses existing  studies. The UNSCEAR 1994 report examined phenomena called the adaptive response, whereby exposure to a low priming dose made cells more resistant to a subsequent large challenge dose, about halving the cellular response and halving the risk for indicators such as the  formation of cytogenetic effects. 

       "This was primarily a cellular response," Gentner said, "and our judgment was that although it was potentially protective and may play a role  in the dose and dose rate effectiveness factor (DDREF) of radiation, there was no indication that it really decreased the incidence of  tumors. So now we will look at tissues. Ultimately you develop cancer in tissue. We are looking at the consequences for tissues of these  responses that have been identified at the cellular level. The idea is to come up with a better understanding of site-specific risks, and  probably shed some further illumination on the question of linear no-threshold dose-response or its absence." 

       Bystander effects, etc. 

       The second annex is looking at newly identified effects that may exacerbate, rather than protect against, the effects of radiation.  Radiation-induced genomic instability, where the affected cells have very large mutation rates, may result in the appearance of effects not in the irradiated cells nor in the progeny, but several cell generations down the line. "If that's the case, there is concern that we may have  missed some effects by concentrating on the irradiated organisms and their offspring." 

       Another newly identified effect is the so-called "bystander" effect, where radiation-related effects appear in cells other than those that  received the hit, the track of radiation. The bystander effect has been demonstrated in cells, in culture, and in tissue. "There are experimentally defined phenomena such as lastogenic (breakage) factors, that make cells look like they've been hit by radiation though only       nearby cells have been," Gentner said. 

       He gave the example of shielded parts of the lung of a rat that develop radiation-related tumors when another part of the organ has been  exposed. "This ties together cell-cell communication theory," he said, adding that although it was initially demonstrated for high-LET radiation most readily, there are indications now that it can arise also from low-LET radiation. 

       "These phenomena, in net, appear to increase the effective target size for radiation," Gentner said. "But, although they are at the cellular level, the question is should they cause us to reassess our normal risk co-efficients, because, to the extent they are operative on organisms  or people exposed to whole body radiation, they should already be included in the epidemiological results. It may turn out they are merely   interesting, but that they do increase the target size requires that we revisit the risk assessment. Ultimately, what we do want to do is to  use our knowledge of cellular mechanisms to do extrapolations from high-dose high-dose rate to what the risk is at low-dose rate. Right now we are in a period of uncertainty." 

       Health effects of the Chernobyl accident 

       Gentner said that new and improved data on health effects of the 1986 nuclear power plant disaster in Ukraine continue to emerge: "We are now into the region of time when induced solid cancers, should they occur, will be detectable. I should reemphasize that we have not seen leukemia increase, certainly not to the extent we had anticipated based on the normal risk coefficient. It is an important indicator, the  highest coefficient of any individual site and the earliest to appear after exposure. 

       "What is being done this time around is to ensure access to more and new data, especially from the most affected republics (Belarus,  Russia, and Ukraine). Official collaborations are being set up, with a designated person responsible, so that all important manuscripts from each country get to the Committee and nothing is overlooked in this new assessment." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Senate, Bush reach deal on environment documents

  WASHINGTON - The Bush administration has agreed to release some documents to Senate investigators probing its decision to relax air   pollution rules for aging coal-fired power plants, averting a subpoena vote last week. 

  Senate Environment Committee Chairman James Jeffords, a Vermont independent, announced the deal in which the U.S. Environmental   Protection Agency and Department of Energy will provide documents to the panel by Oct. 24. 

  In June, the Bush administration revealed its plan to relax "new source review" regulations for old utilities and refineries. The policy would   give them more leeway in repairing and expanding old plants without buying costly equipment to control smog, acid rain and soot. 

  Jeffords, along with environmental groups, have opposed the Bush policy and have been seeking documents explaining how the new   rules were crafted. 

  "Today, I am pleased to announce we have reached an agreement with the EPA to produce many of the documents we have requested"    related to the new source review program, Jeffords said at the start of the committee's Thursday session. 

  But a letter to Jeffords written by EPA Associate Administrator Edward Krenik and released by the Senate committee noted the   administration "continues to have substantial concerns about preserving the confidentiality of pre-decisional policy deliberations and

  advice." 

  Krenik told Jeffords, "We agree to continue to discuss our respective positions on congressional access" to documents related to the   proposed new source review policy. 

  U.S. utilities lobbied the administration for the relaxed rules, arguing existing EPA rules made it difficult for them to build new facilities and   perform routine maintenance. 

  Environmentalists suspect the administration policy changes tracked closely with industry campaign contributions, while the utilities   argued the decision was based on information gathered from public comments and EPA public hearings. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

September 30, 2002

UNEP addresses water problem for Maasai herders in Kenya 

Kajiado, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) has embarked on a campaign to help Kenyan pastoralists and other disadvantaged communities in Kenya's semi-arid district of Kajiado get access to clean drinking water. Members of the Maasai community inhabiting Kajiado district, 50km south of Nairobi, have to contend with perennial droughts, forcing the mainly herder community to shuttle across the rolling plains with their families and livestock in search of water. The disadvantages range from the cattle attracting diseases to human beings suffering fatigue and disruption of education for children who have to accompany their wandering parents. Traditionally, the Maasai are pastoralists but this is changing with land tenure changes being effected by the government. Similar to many parts of Africa, among the Maasai, men own water. They also own livestock, which is their livelihood. Therefore, when allocating water, animals are given priority over women and women can only fetch water after the animals have been watered. It was with this in mind that UNEP decided to act, especially after recommendations put forward in the UNEP/Government of Kenya  (2000) report titled 'Devastating Drought in Kenya: Environmental Impacts and responses'. The process involves harvesting rainwater, which is then stored for future use. UNEP is also engaged in two other similar projects in Kenya, while another one is underway in the Tonga Island of South Pacific.

According to Donald Kaniaru of UNEP, it was decided that women be empowered to get easier access to clean drinking water under a project they would manage themselves.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng021701&dte=27/09/2002
Over 95% Ugandans Have Poor Sewage Services

New Vision (Kampala): While the coverage of safe drinking water in urban centres stands at 60%, it was revealed Wednesday that 95% of Uganda's population have no access to piped sewerage services. Dr. William Muhairwe, the managing director National Water and Sewerage Corporation (NWSC) told donors and government officials during the review of the water and sanitation sector that the majority of the population had access to on-site sanitation facilities, which are predominantly pit latrines. Muhairwe was presenting a paper on water and sanitation in large towns during the joint review of the water and sanitation sector by government and donors during the conference.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209280230.html
Growing Food Crisis Given Top Priority At SADC Summit

Business Day (Johannesburg): Ministers expected to formulate response to problem threatening 14-million. The food crisis in six sub-Saharan countries, which had put up to 14-million people at risk, was worsening faster than predicted. The crisis would therefore be high on the agenda of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) summit, Deputy Foreign Minister Aziz Pahad said. Pahad's statement comes against the backdrop of the massive food aid needed in Zimbabwe, Zambia and Malawi, where millions face starvation. Some estimates have suggested that tons of food should already be moving into those countries if a difference is to be made to the most vulnerable. There have also been dire predictions of the explosive combination of starvation and HIV/AIDS claiming many lives. The summit, which begins last week in Luanda, Angola with a meeting of officials, will be followed by a meeting of ministers and later this week by heads of state, would also discuss a "deeper" plan to create food security in the region, Pahad said.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209270301.html
___________________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

27 September 2002

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Study says black carbon emissions in China and India have climate change effects, Associated Press, 27/9:  Black carbon soot from coal burning, diesel engines, open fires, and other sources is contributing to global warming and climate change in China and India, researchers report.  A study appearing in Friday's issue of the Science magazine is based on computer modeling at the NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies.  Research into black carbon is a relatively new area, global climate change experts say. Some of the uncertainties include exactly how particles behave in sunlight and how much of the soot comes from any particular burning process.  (See http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/09/09272002/ap_48549.asp)

US NEWS

Debate on pesticides lingers, Baltimore Sun, 27/9:  As West Nile virus spreads across the United States, people debating whether to spray disease-carrying mosquitoes find themselves referring to a book published 40 years ago - either to blame its long-dead author for the virus' victims or to repeat her warning that widespread use of pesticides is poisoning the planet, and us as well.  The controversy would be all too familiar to Rachel Carson, the biologist-turned-writer whose seminal work, Silent Spring, hit the bookstands Sept. 27, 1962. Its publication helped launch the modern environmental movement and stirred a furor that continues today over the hazards of chemicals.  (See http://www.sunspot.net/news/printedition/bal-te.journal27sep27.story)

Bush Presses for Energy Bill With Drilling Access to Arctic, Wall Street Journal, 27/9:  President Bush has increased pressure on House and Senate negotiators working on compromise energy legislation, making clear that he expects the final bill will give oil and gas companies access to at least a small portion of Alaska's remote Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  Mr. Bush, who made exploring for oil in the 1.5-million acre coastal plain of ANWR a centerpiece of his national energy plan, called leaders of four committees working on the bill to the White House. Proponents of the legislation are considering putting more-sensitive lands in the refuge and elsewhere in Alaska under permanent wilderness protection, if drilling in the oil-bearing parts of the coastal plain were permitted.  (See http://online.wsj.com/article_print/0,,SB1032993335707846233,00.html)

White House seeks review shortcuts and environmentalists fear loss of safeguard, San Francisco Chronicle, 27/9:  The Bush administration is seeking sweeping changes in the National Environmental Protection Act that critics say could exempt federal agencies from exhaustively studying the ecological impact of airport expansions, timber sales and other major projects.  The White House says it is trying to cut red tape and speed decisions on important projects. Administration officials say environmental reviews often take too long, slowing efforts to reduce congestion by building roads or cut the risk of wildfires by thinning forests.  But environmentalists see an effort to increase logging, oil drilling and other development by weakening the act, a landmark law that requires detailed environmental impact reports and extensive public comment on all major government decisions. They say the attempt to water down the law is part of a broad attack by the Bush administration on environmental protection.  (See 

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/chronicle/archive/2002/09/27/MN170600.DTL)

CANADIAN NEWS

Canada 'doing its best' to prevent illegal oil dumping, CBC News, 26/9:  Federal environment minister David Anderson defended his government's record on prosecuting illegal dumping of bilge oil in eastern waters.  He was responding to criticism by the World Wildlife Fund. The environmental group said Canada's rules and fines do little to stop the dumping that kills thousands of sea birds each year.  Anderson said more ought to be done to stop ships from dumping bilge oil but he added Ottawa is on the right track. He said Environment Canada has started a pilot project that uses satellites to catch ships that dump bilge oil.  (See http://cbc.ca/cgi-bin/templates/print.cgi?/2002/09/26/oily_birds020926)

Ottawa pledges 'comprehensive' Kyoto plan, National Post, 27/9:  The federal government yesterday promised a "comprehensive" plan within weeks about how to implement the Kyoto protocol, but privately argued other countries have ratified the climate change treaty without one.  Alberta's deputy minister of energy said the federal government heeded to a unanimous call by provinces for an implementation plan before federal and provincial energy and environment ministers meet on Oct. 21 in Halifax.  Federal officials also tried to lower expectations about the level of details to be included in any plan, raising further concerns that the pending plan will be too vague.  (See http://www.nationalpost.com/utilities/story.html?id={EC92C07D-04B5-4574-B626-3DAD3C113D4C})

Canadian business groups opposed to Kyoto, Toronto Globe and Mail, 27/9:  A new coalition of more than 35 Canadian business groups yesterday launched a public relations battle to drum up opposition to the Kyoto Protocol, a campaign the likes of which hasn't been seen since the 1980s  free-trade debate.  The Canadian Coalition for Responsible Environmental Solutions, whose logo features a green maple leaf, said its campaign will target business, the public and MPs, and could include newspaper advertisements, lobbying and personal outreach.  (See www.globeandmail.com/environment)

* ***
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           **Timor-Leste

           The Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste was admitted this morning as the  191st Member State of the United Nations.

           At the flag-raising ceremony that is taking place just now outside, the Secretary-General is welcoming the new Member.  He will say, “This milestone embodies the realization of its people’s hope to take their place among the community of independent nations.”

           He will also pay tribute to the people and leaders of Timor-Leste:  “None of us can forget the sacrifices made by the people or the courage of its leadership”, he will say.  “Even before this day, Timor-Leste showed that greatness among nations is not a matter of size or resources, but rather one of global citizenship and adherence to the highest principles of our Charter.”

           In his speech to the General Assembly, the President of Timor-Leste, Xanana Gusmao, expressed recognition and gratitude for the commitment of the international community.  He said that his country is often mentioned as a “UN  success story” and “the commitment of the international community is unquestioned, namely, that of the United Nations and its bodies, the General Assembly and the Security Council”, as well as UN specialized agencies.

           “At the core of this success”, he added, “were, above all, our people.  Our people proved to the world to be worthy of the respect that we all owe and know.”

           **Statement on Middle East

           Yesterday, we issued the following statement, attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of the Middle East, and I would just like to read it into the record:

           “The Secretary-General deplores the Government of Israel's military action today -- that is, yesterday -- in Gaza City.  This helicopter attack in a heavily populated civilian area, in which two Palestinians were killed and more than 25 civilians, including at least a dozen children, were wounded, follows the adoption three days ago by the Security Council of resolution 1435.  That resolution reiterated the Council's demand for the complete cessation of all acts of violence, including all acts of terror, provocation, incitement and destruction.  It also reiterated the need for respect in  all circumstances of international humanitarian law.

           “The Secretary-General is deeply concerned about the possible consequences of this attack.  He calls on the Government of Israel to halt such actions and conduct itself in a manner that is fully consistent with international humanitarian law, under which Israel has a clear responsibility to protect the lives of civilians.”

           **Palestinians

           In a statement delivered today in Geneva, World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General Gro Harlem Brundtland reported to the World Health Assembly that the health situation of Palestinians living in the occupied Palestinian territory is deteriorating as a result of the escalation of the conflict there.

           In particular, she says, restrictions on population movements have hindered the delivery of health-care

     services, while the damage to the commercial and social infrastructure has caused problems in the water supply and waste disposal systems in the occupied Palestinian territory.

           Ms. Brundtland noted that two recent surveys, including one conducted by CARE and the United States

     Agency for International Development and another supported by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), suggest  that nearly half of young children and women of child-bearing age are anaemic.  Both surveys also reveal the existence of childhood malnutrition, with the overall nutritional status for Palestinian children having deteriorated since the start of the current crisis.

           She added that there has been a decrease in the accessibility of medical services in the Palestinian areas,

     with the Palestinian Ministry of Health reporting that, because of closures and curfews, its facilities operate at about 30 per cent of capacity.

           The World Health Assembly had requested Ms. Brundtland last May to visit the occupied Palestinian territory  as soon as possible, but, because she has not been given the opportunity to pay a visit, she compiled today’s report on the basis of data supplied by the WHO and other UN agencies and health groups.  She emphasized, “It is particularly important that I am enabled to undertake the planned visit as soon as possible, so as to assess further the findings from this desk analysis and facilitate an appropriate response.”

           **Sudan

           Operation Lifeline Sudan (OLS) – the United Nations' humanitarian umbrella group providing aid to that country  -- today suspended flights into southern Sudan.

           The United Nations is extremely concerned about the situation and is holding discussions with the Sudanese Government to reverse its decision to impose a flight ban on the area for security reasons.

           “This is the first time in the history of the operation that all flights into southern Sudan have been stopped”, OLS spokesman Martin Dawes told us a few minutes ago.  “This is extremely serious for us.”

           The flight ban, which applies to all flights over the Eastern and Western Equatorial regions, means no UN flights can get into any part of southern Sudan.

           **Côte d'Ivoire

           The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould Abdallah, is expected to attend an emergency meeting of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) on the Côte d'Ivoire crisis.  The meeting is expected to take place in Accra, Ghana, on Sunday.

           On the United Nations' humanitarian involvement, a UN assessment mission that had visited 10 sites in

     Abidjan identified as immediate needs housing, food, water, clothes, mattresses, and covers.

           The situation in Bouake and Korhogo remained tense, and the mission was not able to go there because of the security situation, but reports from Bouake indicated that movement of civilians was limited to essential shopping,   and prices had increased.  Hospitals there were starting to be short of medication.

           Humanitarian officials fear that an escalation of violence in Côte d'Ivoire could lead to the movement of the refugees to Liberia, to Guinea and to other areas of Côte d'Ivoire.

           The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported that the borders with Burkina Faso, Mali and Guinea remain closed, and that no movements are reported along those borders.  The UNHCR offices in neighbouring countries are monitoring the situation closely.

           The UNHCR also said it was concerned about the increasing hostility towards foreigners, particularly refugees, in Côte d'Ivoire resulting from last week's coup attempt.  There are estimates that more than 5,000 people in Abidjan alone have been affected by the recent burning of the shantytowns.

           **Security Council

           Today at 3 p.m., the Security Council is scheduled to hold closed-door consultations on the latest report by the Secretary-General on the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

           From the DRC today, the UN Mission reports the start of the Rwandan troop withdrawal this morning from the Kivu regions in the eastern part of that country. More than 650 Rwandan troops were involved in the pullout.

           **Sanctions

           At 10:30 this morning, there was a meeting of the Security Council Committee overseeing sanctions against Usama bin Laden, the AlQaeda organization, the Taliban and associates.

           The Council is scheduled to take up the Committee’s work in consultations as a whole on Monday.

           **New Security Council Members

           Finally, the five new members of the Council for 2003-2004 are being elected by the General Assembly today,  and the Spokesman's Office will put out a fact sheet on Security Council membership with the updated list.

           **Central Asian Nuclear Treaty

           Experts from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan met in Samarkand from 25 to  27 September and successfully concluded the negotiations on the text of the Central Asian nuclear-weapon-free-zone treaty. This is the result of five years of intensive work that has been supported by the United Nations.

           They agreed that the signing of the treaty should take place as soon as possible.

           **World Bank/IMF

           This weekend, in Washington, D.C., the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) will hold their annual meeting, and World Bank President James Wolfensohn told reporters yesterday that he hopes that this year’s meetings can bring both organizations into a new phase where they can work together with governments on the effective implementation of the Millennium Development Goals.

           The meeting, he said, “is a chance now for us to really get on with it, because if we don’t there is no way that  we will achieve the Millennium Goals”.

           Mr. Wolfensohn noted the conferences earlier this year in Monterrey, Mexico, on financing for development, and in Johannesburg, South Africa, on sustainable development, and said, “My hope is that the question of the partnership between the developed and the developing countries is now put to rest.”

           IMF Managing Director Horst Köhler also addressed the press yesterday, noting the recently issued IMF World Economic Outlook, and saying that, since this past spring, prospects for the global economy have clearly weakened.

           However, he added, “it would not be productive, in our view, to dwell on undue pessimism or even doom and gloom.  The global economy has shown remarkable resilience in the face of multiple shocks over the past two years,  and there are still good reasons to expect the recovery to continue in the period ahead”.

           We have a World Bank press release upstairs, including its call today, in advance of the meetings, for rich countries to remove obstacles that hinder the participation by developing countries in world trade.

           **Senior Management Group Retreat

           The Secretary-General will take his Senior Management Group, or cabinet, on its annual retreat this weekend, leaving this afternoon and returning late Saturday.

           The overarching theme of the discussions will be how to achieve one of the principal Millennium Goals -- the eradication of poverty.

           Also participating will be Jeffrey Sachs, Special Adviser on the Millennium Development Goals; Hernando de  Soto, the President of the Institute for Liberty and Democracy in Peru; and Gordon Conway, the President of the Rockefeller Foundation.

           The Secretary-General will be holding a press conference in this room, at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday of next week, to discuss his first report on the implementation of the Millennium Declaration, and he'll be joined by Mark Malloch Brown, the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme.

           **ICT Task Force

           At 9:30 a.m. on Monday of next week, in the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Chamber, the

     Secretary-General will give a statement to open the third meeting of the UN Information and Communication Technologies Task Force, placing special attention on the use of such technologies for development in Africa.

           In addition to the Secretary-General, Ivan Simonovic, the President of ECOSOC, and the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and head of the Task Force, José María Figueres Olsen, will speak, and Mr. Figueres will also speak to you at a press briefing that day, at 11:15 in the morning.

           A major topic of the Task Force meeting, which will continue on Tuesday, will be the Digital Diaspora Network for Africa, which can allow African expatriates working in North America and Europe to push for information and communication technology initiatives in their home continent.  Participants will also review the Task Force’s progress during its first year of work.

           **Press Releases

           The World Food Programme (WFP) today released a survey conducted in four Central American countries that  reveals that 8.6 million people live in the “drought corridor”.  The survey, conducted in El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and Guatemala in March of this year, found that many households in the corridor are extremely poor and face severe food insecurity during the planting seasons.  Children in the area are particularly hard hit as repeated exposure to malnutrition leads to stunted physical and intellectual growth.  The WFP is currently feeding 1.5 million people in the region.  We have a press release with more information.

           **Week Ahead

           We have the "Week Ahead" for you, that you can pick up in my Office.

           **Retirement Reception

           And finally, Sonia Lecca, who is near and dear to all of our hearts, will put the lid on for the last time today,  after over 30 years with the United Nations.  The United Nations Correspondent's Association and the Spokesman's Office invite you to join us in the Spokesman's Office right after this briefing to raise a glass to our dear Sonia and wish her every happiness.

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Was Terje Roed-Larsen unable to go to the Palestinian territories because the Israelis didn't give him permission?

           Spokesman:  I'm not sure you mean Terje Roed-Larsen.  Are you talking about Gro Harlem Brundtland?

           Question:  You mentioned he was not able to visit ...

           Spokesman:  No, I don't think I mentioned Terje Roed-Larsen.  I mentioned Gro Harlem Brundtland.  She had not been able to go to the territories and she still hopes to.  Take a look at the text; I think what you mean is Gro Harlem Brundtland.

           Okay, if no further questions -- Richard?

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Thank you.  Good afternoon.  General Assembly President Jan Kavan chaired this morning's plenary and welcomed the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste as the 191st Member State of the United Nations, as Fred said.

           After the admission of Timor-Leste, the General Assembly took up the election of five non-permanent members of the Security Council. 

           Today, the programme of work of the General Assembly was released in document A/57/INF/3, which is a very  useful reference to upcoming plenary sessions of the General Assembly for the next three months.

           Looking ahead to next week, the General Assembly will meet in plenary session on Thursday, 3 October, on the appointment of a member of the Joint Inspection Unit and the election of 18 members of ECOSOC.  Next Friday, 4 October, and the following Monday, the General Assembly will hold a joint debate on the follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium Summit and the report of the Secretary-General.

           Next Monday, the First Committee will begin its substantive work by holding a general debate on all

     disarmament and related international security agenda items.  Jayantha Dhanapala, Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, will make a statement.  Also on Monday, the Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee) will begin its substantive work with a general debate relating to decolonization items.  The Second  Committee will also begin its general debate on Monday in the Trusteeship Council.  Under-Secretary-General Nitin Desai, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, will make a statement.

           The Third Committee will begin consideration of items entitled “Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and International Drug Control”.  That's all starting on Monday.

           Thank you.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Questions for Richard?  If not, enjoy your weekend and come on up to the party.

· *** *
___________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS OF 27 SEPTEMBER 2002

Annan saddened at news that hundreds are feared dead in Senagelese ferry   accident  28 September – Responding to reports of a deadly ferry accident in Africa, the United Nations  Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today reacted with sorrow and voiced his sympathy for all those   affected by the tragedy. FULL STORY>> 

At World Bank/IMF meeting, UN urges global commitment to broad anti-poverty fight  28 September – Meeting widely endorsed development goals will require a sustained international commitment to strengthen the global monetary, financial and trading systems, the United Nations  said today in a policy statement to the meeting of the Development Committee of the International  Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, in Washington D.C. FULL STORY>> 

UN health agency urges participation in worldwide walk events on Sunday 28 September – In a bid to promote healthier lifestyles, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) and its partners are encouraging people of all ages to take a walk in commemoration of World Heart Day on Sunday. FULL STORY>> 

UN General Assembly admits Timor-Leste as 191st member  27 September – More than three years after the Timorese people voted to begin the process of independence from Indonesia, the General Assembly today voted to admit the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste as the 191st Member State of the United Nations. FULL STORY>>

 Security Council members hail planned withdrawal of foreign troops from DR of  Congo 27 September – Hailing the planned pull-out of foreign forces from the Democratic Republic of the  Congo (DRC), members of the Security Council this evening stressed the need for the United Nations to monitor these movements. FULL STORY>>

Angola, Chile, Germany, Pakistan and Spain elected to   serve on Security Council  27 September – Angola, Chile, Germany, Pakistan and Spain were elected today to two-year terms as non-permanent members of the United Nations Security Council. FULL STORY>> 

 Senior UN official reports sharp deterioration in Palestinians’ health conditions 27 September – The Director-General of the United Nations World Health Organization  (WHO) today reported a sharp deterioration of medical conditions among the  Palestinian people, blaming the trend on the escalating conflict in the Middle East and Israeli restrictions. FULL STORY>> 

UN envoy to attend emergency meeting of West African countries on Côte  d’Ivoire crisis 27 September – A United Nations envoy is expected to attend an emergency meeting of West African  countries this weekend on the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, a UN spokesman announced today in New York. FULL STORY>> 

With UN backing, 5 Central Asian countries agree to nuclear-weapon-free zone treaty 27 September – With the backing of the United Nations, five Central Asian countries have successfully concluded negotiations on a treaty that would make the region a nuclear-weapon-free zone, a UN  spokesman announced today in New York. FULL STORY>>  

 World Bank urges action to open markets to developing countries 27 September – On the eve of this weekend’s joint World Bank/International Monetary Fund (IMF) annual meeting, senior officials from the financial institutions called for rich nations to open their  markets to goods from developing countries. FULL STORY>>

*****



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "herders" ��PANA - UNEP addresses water problem for maasai herders in KENYA� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "ozone" ��Financial Times (London)  - Ozone hole fears were greatly exaggerated�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kenyan" ��XINHUA - Kenyan women join rainwater harvesting project 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Rainbow" ��E.A. Standard -  Kenya;   Rainbow Firm On Kasarani 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Emissions" ��AP - Study says black carbon emissions in China and India  …  change …�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollution" ��Agence France Presse  - Pollution contributed to China floods …droughts�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Biosafety" ��Dawn (Pakistan) - Delay in biosafety laws causes Rs8bn loss annually� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "work" ��Dawn - New work cycle stymied by blinkered UNEP 
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