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Other Environment-related News

· New York Times - Russian Government to Discuss Ratifying Kyoto 

· Reuters - Russian Government to Discuss Approving Kyoto Pact
· Associated Press Worldstream - Small island nations say the threat of climate change needs to be dealt with as urgently as terrorism
· NY Times – Warnings on  Warming
· Swissinfo - Switzerland urged to do more for environment





Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA
· ROAP
· ROWA (28, 29 and 30 Oct)

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of   September 2004
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  September 2004



China Daily

UNEP Executive Director praises China's environmental education

www.chinaview.cn 2004-09-29 20:19:23

    BEIJING, Sept. 29 (Xinhuanet) -- China aroused nationwide environmental awareness through education, said the United Nations' Environmental Program Executive Director Klaus Toepfer here Wednesday. 

    He made the remark on the closing ceremony of the 20th Anniversary celebration of UNEP Sasakawa Environmental Prize, one of the most prestigious environmental prizes of the world. 

    "The fundamental solution of China's environmental problems is to change current production and consumption pattern. I'm glad to see that most of the younger generation have realized what price they will pay for the current growth pattern. It is the most remarkable result of the country's environmental efforts," said Toepfer. 

    "Our task is not only to solve current pollution, but also to design sustainable growth pattern to prevent future one. The core of the new pattern is people who have the vision of sustainable development," said Xie Zhenhua, head of the State Environmental Protection Administration. 

    Heading the country's environmental watchdog for 11 years, Xie greatly values environmental education. Awarded the Sasakawa Prizein 2003, he donated his share of the prize money, 100,000 US dollars, to build four "green" elementary schools in poor and environmentally vulnerable western provinces. 

    SEPA has set up more than 16,000 green schools since 2000, whose infrastructure, curriculum, teaching and management all conform to European environmental standards. For the country's 36.7 million teenagers, the schools provide a more convincing argument for environmentalism than a textbook ever could. 

    SEPA also launched a campaign to build "green communities" throughout the country in 2004. In these cities, citizens will recycle and conserve water and electricity. 

    Besides, Xie's administration provide seed funds to help college students to build environmental groups. It also trains 1,000 college students every year of running environmental NGOs. 

    "We hope to set up a new code of behavior for the younger generation, who will be the society's mainstay in 20 years," Xie said. Enditem 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

AllAfrica

GEF-UNEP Biosafety Workshop Begins Tomorrow 

The NEWS (Monrovia) 
NEWS
September 29, 2004 
Posted to the web September 29, 2004 
Monrovia 
The GEF-UNEP Biosafety Framework Development Project under the auspices of the Environment Protection Agency (EPA), will conduct a two-day workshop from September 30 to October 1, 2004. 

The GEF-UNEP Biosafety Framework Development Project under the auspices of the Environment Protection Agency (EPA), will conduct a two-day workshop from September 30 to October 1, 2004 

The two-day workshop is entitled, "Stakeholders' Workshop to identify key Components of the National Biosafety Framework (NBF)." It will begin at 9:30 a.m. in the conference room of the Environmental Protection Agency on 4th Street in Sinkor. 

The workshop will bring together key stakeholders including administrators and technicians from relevant government institutions, the national legislators, academic institutions, environmentalists, NGOs, traditional leaders, civic organizations and relevant UN agencies to review the Draft national Biosafety Framework Documents and make appropriate recommendations to finalize Liberian National Biosafety in compliance with the Cartagena Protocol on biosafety. 

The Cartegena Protocol on Biosafety is an International Treaty aimed at ensuring adequate level of protection in the field of the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account, risks to human health, and specifically focusing on trans-boundary movements. 

The GEF-UNEP Biosafety Framework Development Project for Liberia started some two years ago, following Liberia's accession to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. 

The main objective of the project is to prepare a National Biosafety Framework in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Cartagena protocol on Biosafety. 

The current workshop is the second to the last of series of consultative workshops that have been conducted by the National Project to prepare five key documents that comprise the NBF. 

Finalization and subsequent adoption of the documents by the Liberian government will thus enable Liberia to have the necessary technical and legal instruments that will ensure adequate protection of public health and the environment from potential harm that may result from the introduction of genetically modified organisms and products thereof into Liberia. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC Monitoring International Report

September 29, 2004


LENGTH: 373 words

HEADLINE: UN Environment Chief says China needs sustainable development plan

BODY:


(New China News Agency)

Beijing, 29 September: China aroused nationwide environmental awareness through education, said the United Nations' Environmental Programme Executive Director Klaus Toepfer here Wednesday (29 September). He made the remark on the closing ceremony of the 20th Anniversary celebration of UNEP Sasakawa Environmental Prize, one of the most prestigious environmental prizes of the world.

"The fundamental solution of China's environmental problems is to change current production and consumption pattern. I'm glad to see that most of the younger generation have realized what price they will pay for the current growth pattern. It is the most remarkable result of the country's environmental efforts," said Toepfer. 

"Our task is not only to solve current pollution, but also to design sustainable growth pattern to prevent future one. (as received) The core of the new pattern is people who have the vision of sustainable development," said Xie Zhenhua, head of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA).

Heading the country's environmental watchdog for 11 years, Xie greatly values environmental education. Awarded the Sasakawa Prize in 2003, he donated his share of the prize money, 100,000 US dollars, to build four "green" elementary schools in poor and environmentally vulnerable western provinces.

SEPA has set up more than 16,000 green schools since 2000, whose infrastructure, curriculum, teaching and management all conform to European environmental standards. For the country's 36.7 million teenagers, the schools provide a more convincing argument for environmentalism than a textbook ever could. SEPA also launched a campaign to build "green communities" throughout the country in 2004. In these cities, citizens will recycle and conserve water and electricity.

Besides, Xie's administration provide seed funds to help college students to build environmental groups. It also trains 1,000 college students every year of running environmental NGOs. "We hope to set up a new code of behaviour for the younger generation, who will be the society's mainstay in 20 years," Xie said.

Source: Xinhua news agency, Beijing, in English 1201 gmt 29 Sep 04

) BBC Monitoring
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Xinhua News Agency

Spotlight on Resource Conservation, Environment 
The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) will enhance cooperation with China to combat environmental degradation in the world’s most populous country, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in Beijing on Tuesday.

“UNEP is going to expand its office in China and cooperate more with the country in its efforts for sustainable development,” said Toepfer, in the capital to attend the forum and ceremony in honor of the 20th anniversary of the UNEP Sasakawa Prize.
 
In a move welcomed by the Chinese government, UNEP opened an office here last year, its first in a developing country.
 
Toepfer stated that for China -- one of the fastest growing economies in the world -- it is very important to take the environment into account while pursuing economic growth.
 
Over the past 25 years, China’s economy has been growing at an average yearly rate of about 8 percent. Reckless pursuit of economic growth without considering the environmental costs, however, has resulted in serious environment degradation in some parts of the country.
 
Last year, the government began to embrace the concept of “scientific development” -- the coordinated development of economy, society and environment.
 
Toepfer said he had noted that all the senior government officials he had spoken with over the past two days expressed strong commitment to environmental protection. 
 
In his speech at the 20th anniversary ceremony on Monday, Toepfer made special mention of the “tireless efforts” of State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) Minister Xie Zhenhua in promoting this cause. 
 
Xie won the prestigious Sasakawa Prize in 2003.
 
At Monday’s ceremony, Vice Premier Zeng Peiyan stressed the importance of resolutely carrying out the state’s policy of protecting the environment in the process of building a prosperous society.
 
Zeng pledged that China, as a responsible developing country, will strictly abide by its international obligations and actively participate in and promote international cooperation on environmental protection.
 
During the two-day meeting of Sasakawa laureates, panel discussions on the themes of water, land, air and energy were held. Those in attendance included Professor Mario Molina of the US, winner of a Nobel Prize for solving the riddle of the Antarctic ozone hole, and alternative technology guru and peoples advocate Dr. Ashok Khosla of India.
 
A Special UNEP Prize was awarded to former Prime Minister of Japan Ryutaro Hashimoto for his lifetime commitment and global achievements in the field of the environment.
 
The event was sponsored by the Nippon Foundation of Japan, in association with the China Association for International Friendly Contact, and hosted by SEPA.
 
Elsewhere in the capital city on Tuesday, National Development and Reform Commission Minister Ma Kai spoke at a conference of provincial and central government officials on the subject of the circular economy.
 
The idea of circular economy has been a hot topic in China in recent years as experts point out the country’s rapid economic development has been gained at the cost of its environment and resources.
 
The core of a circular economy is the highly efficient use and recycling of resources. It features low energy consumption, low pollutant emission and high efficiency.
 
China’s economic development plan calls for a quadrupling of GDP from its 2000 base. Even if resource consumption only doubles during the process, it will be difficult to ensure an adequate resource supply, Ma said.
 
The nationwide power shortages experienced since the second half of last year have already rung the alert, he stated.
 
Ma said conventional concepts and models of development must be discarded and replaced by methods of sustainable development.
 
The concept of the circular economy should be a guide for central and local government authorities when making development plans for the 11th Five-Year Plan (2006–2010), he said.
 
By 2010, sound legal, regulatory, policy and R&D systems for the circular economy should be in place, Ma said. Assessment indices will be established together with mid- and long-term strategic objectives.
 
Zhang Jianyu, a visiting scholar with Tsinghua University, pointed out that there are some fundamental problems in the activation of the circular economy that must be addressed.
 
He stated that while the concept is being promoted by the government, some basic elements -- including laws, regulations and the enforcement thereof, as well as a sense of corporate responsibility -- are still being established or improved.
 
(China.org.cn, Xinhua News Agency, China Daily, September 29, 2004)
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Environmental Science and Technology

Policy News - September 29, 2004

State of North Korea’s environment

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea faces significant environmental challenges, according to the first assessment of its environment, which was conducted by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Korean authorities. When the report was released in late August, UNEP and the Korean government signed a framework agreement to guide joint activities in environmental protection, including projects to improve data collection and monitoring. The report calls for better protection of water resources, highlighting, for example, the discharge of untreated wastewater and sewage into rivers. Air pollution is another concern because the country relies heavily on coal as an energy source; a fivefold increase in coal use by 2020 is predicted. Other priorities are land degradation, forest depletion, and biodiversity protection. State of Environment DPR Korea 2003 is at www.rrcap.unep.org/reports/soe/dprksoe.cfm.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Gulf Daily News (Bahrain)

Experts probe environmental damage 
Published: 29 September 2004
PEACE is vital for the protection of the environment and resources in the region, a United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) official said yesterday.

Wars and other man-made disasters are causing irreversible damage to the environment in West Asia, said Unep's West Asia Regional Office acting director and regional representative Dr Habib El Habr.

The next Global Environment Outlook Report (GEO-4), to be produced by Unep, will contain a global and regional assessment of key environmental issues, he told the GDN.

Dr El Habr was speaking after the opening of an expert consultation meeting on GEO-4 at the Regency Inter-Continental Hotel.

The two-day event is being held under the patronage of Southern Governor and Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife head Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

GEO-4, to be produced in 2007, will prioritise issues for each region and make a forward looking analysis of environmental challenges.

General Directorate of Environmental and Wildlife Protection director general and vice president- environmental and wildlife affairs Professor Dr Ismail Al Madani said the Global Environmental Reports would provide information, analysis, conclusions and predictions on environmental issues.

GEO is Unep's flagship report on the state and trends of the global environment, said Unep Early Warning and Assessment Division regional co-ordinator Dr Adel Farid Abdel-Kader. 

Unep is organising a series of consultation meetings in six regions around the world to seek guidance from key stakeholder groups, said Dr Abdel-Kader. The meeting in Bahrain is for the West Asia region.

The main objective of the meeting is to receive feedback from policy makers, the science community, business, civil society and non governmental organisations, said Dr El Habr.

About 40 experts from 12 West Asian countries, regional and international organisations, academic and research centres, civil society, industry, youth and media are attending. The GEO process in the region is supported by the Arabian Gulf University and the Arab Centre for the Study of Arid Zones and Dry Lands. 
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New York Times

Septptember 29, 2004
Russian Government to Discuss Approving Kyoto Pact

By REUTERS


	


Filed at 9:05 p.m. ET
MOSCOW (Reuters) - The Russian government said on Wednesday it would discuss ratifying the Kyoto Protocol on global climate change to which Moscow holds the key.

President Vladimir Putin has ordered ministers to approve the pact, which aims to stabilize emissions of greenhouse gases, and Thursday's government session seems likely to be a formality before the pact goes to a Kremlin dominated parliament.

Under the terms of the treaty, industrialized nations responsible for 55 percent of greenhouse gas emissions must ratify the pact for it to come into force.

Top polluter Washington pulled out in 2001, meaning Russia's 17 percent share gives it the casting vote.

But analysts believe some ministers could try to delay approval by pushing for further discussion.

Yuri Fedotov, a deputy foreign minister who will present a report on the pact, on Wednesday gave no clue whether he would recommend approval.

``The issue with the Kyoto Protocol is difficult, with political, practical, economic and environmental aspects. But I can confirm that the technicalities of ratification are being studied at a ministerial level,'' he told Interfax news agency.

Observers said his appearance indicated the meeting would focus more on the political than the economic and scientific side of the treaty -- viewed skeptically by Russian officials.

``Fedotov will be in favor, he will speak only politically, saying it is politically appropriate and ignore economic questions,'' said Alexei Kokorin, expert on climate change at the WWF environmental group.

Putin spoke in favor of the pact in May, ending years of vacillation by top Russian officials, and ordered ministers to approve it a meeting earlier this month.

``Putin has said 'Go' so I think there is a high chance of a positive decision. This is really a formality that must be gone through before the draft law can be passed to parliament,'' said Greenpeace's Natalya Olefirenko.

The head of the Rosgidromet weather office, generally viewed as a supporter of the pact, will also speak at Thursday's meeting, according to a government statement setting the agenda.

Economy Minister German Gref has backed the pact. But a source said he had submitted many questions on how prepared Russia is to implement the laws needed for it to operate.

The source said Gref noted that Russia was not ready to monitor levels of greenhouse gas emissions, had no emissions trading system and no mechanisms to regulate the investment Kyoto could bring in.

``I do not think any ministers will speak against ratification but some ministers could say Russia should wait and see how it will impact investors,'' said Kokorin.

``It is important to see in what form they approve it, they may say they should wait and see and discuss some more.'' 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Russian Government to Discuss Ratifying Kyoto
MOSCOW - The Russian government will discuss ratification of the Kyoto Protocol today, the government press service said yesterday, in a sign Russia is finally making up its mind to back the climate change pact. 

The Kyoto Protocol depends on Russian approval to come into force worldwide. 

Story Date: 30/9/2004 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Associated Press Worldstream

Small island nations say the threat of climate change needs to be

dealt with as urgently as terrorism

BYLINE: KIM GAMEL; Associated Press Writer

DATELINE:  UNITED NATIONS 

 BODY:

   Small island states pleaded for more aid as they face a devastating hurricane

season and warned that the threat of climate change deserves as urgent a

response as global terrorism.

   Leaders and foreign ministers from the Pacific island of Kiribati to the

Caribbean paradise of St. Kitts and Nevis issued pleas for countries to ratify

the Kyoto treaty on global warming, saying in many instances their very

existence was at stake.

   "We have demonstrated remarkable solidarity in the fight against global

terrorism. Can we not demonstrate the same in the fight against climate change

and sea level rise?" Kiribati's President Anote Tong said Tuesday in a speech to

the U.N. General Assembly's annual ministerial meeting. 

   Many low-lying island nations fear they will be swamped by rising sea levels

blamed on climate change and are pressing for ratification of the 1997 treaty

aimed at cutting production of greenhouse gases blamed for warming the

atmosphere.

   U.S. President George W. Bush abandoned the Kyoto accord, which would require

industrial countries to reduce carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases to

below 1990 levels by 2012.

   Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves of St. Vincent and the Grenadines called for

"urgent action," saying climate change, "if left unchecked, could lead in this

century to a global human and economic calamity."

   Island diplomats also stressed concerns about fishing rights, coastal

erosion, development issues and natural disasters as the 59th General Assembly

opened last week with Hurricane Jeanne bearing down on Florida after devastating

Haiti.

   Haiti's interim President Boniface Alexandre made a personal appeal to the

assembly when it opened a week ago.

   "In the face of this tragedy ... I appeal urgently for the solidarity of the

international community so it may once again support the government in the

framework of emergency assistance," he said.

   Timothy Harris, foreign minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, pressed for a global

development fund to assist small island nations after natural disasters.

   He pointed to the neighboring island of Grenada, where 39 people were killed

and 90 percent of homes were damaged in Hurricane Ivan.

   "Grenada's devastation within three hours of Hurricane Ivan dramatizes for us

how a generation of developmental progress can be wiped out in a small

vulnerable nation," he said Tuesday.

   Islanders in the Pacific and elsewhere also report steady erosion of

shorelines from rising seas. Some small, low-lying islands already have vanished

beneath the waves.

   Scientists have projected that global warming could cause sea levels to rise

as much as 3 feet (a meter) in some places over the next century and that

warming will increase the frequency and severity of storms and flooding.

   President Fradique de Menezes of Sao Tome and Principe, an island in the Gulf

of Guinea, urged the international community to commit more resources to

sustainable development of small islands.

   "Sao Tome and Principe continues to see our very existence threatened by

global warming," he said Friday in his address to the Assembly, adding he feared

his nation would end up "nothing but a tiny volcanic peak sticking above the

waves."

   Fijian Prime Minister Laisenia Qarase expressed frustration that 95 percent

of the tuna catch in the Pacific went to distant nations and called on the

 United Nations  and other international organizations to help nations in the

region "get a just return from this major natural resource."

   A new treaty took effect this summer to regulate tuna fishing in the western

and central Pacific, the last major ocean area without a regime for managing

fish stocks.

   The United States, Japan and other fishing powers, however, have yet to

accept that Pacific pact.

   "Our livelihoods and sources of food security are already affected badly,

with increased salinity in ground water, land erosion, coral bleaching and total

anxiety," Tuvalu's Acting Prime Minister, Maatia Toafa said Friday.

   He urged the  United Nations  and the international community "to better

recognize the special and unique case of small island developing states and

their aspirations to participate more equitably in a globalized world."

LOAD-DATE: September 29, 2004
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 The  New York Times

September  29, 2004 Wednesday

 Warnings on Warming

   One wonders what it will take to bestir the Bush administration on the

subject of global warming. Everywhere one looks nowadays -- London, Moscow, even

the odd precinct on Capitol Hill -- there is evidence of mounting impatience

with Washington's refusal to face up to the threat. While the links between

global warming and Florida's serial hurricanes are largely theoretical, even the

weather seems to be telling the politicians that it is time to start paying

attention.

    Certainly Tony Blair thinks so. In a forceful recent speech before business

leaders in London, Mr. Blair, in many other respects a Bush loyalist, called

global warming ''the world's greatest environmental challenge,'' implicitly

rebuking the administration for its repudiation of the  Kyoto  Protocol on

climate change. Mr. Blair said he would put the issue near the top of the agenda

at next year's G-8 meeting of industrialized nations, over which Britain will

preside. 

    In Moscow, a hitherto skeptical Russian government has set in motion

legislative action that could lead to Russia's approval of the  Kyoto 

agreement. That would bring the treaty into force and enlist Moscow in a global

effort to reduce greenhouse gases. It would also isolate the United States from

the various mechanisms, including an emissions trading system, envisioned by

 Kyoto. 

    Meanwhile, in the Senate, John McCain -- last seen rhetorically embracing

President Bush at the Republican convention -- reminded the White House that he

remains, at least on this issue, an implacable critic. In hearings last week,

Mr. McCain called the administration's generally passive approach

''disgraceful'' and warned that future generations would pay a heavy price for

continued inaction now.

    Mr. McCain, a co-sponsor with Senator Joseph Lieberman of a bill to impose

mandatory caps on industrial emissions of carbon dioxide, the main global

warming gas, also ventured where few politicians have dared to go, drawing a

link between this calamitous hurricane season and climate change. This is not

farfetched: because hurricanes draw their intensity from the heat in ocean

waters, and because the oceans (like the rest of the world) are gradually

getting warmer, a growing number of reputable scientists say hurricanes are

likely to grow in intensity and destructive power, if not frequency. 

    Of all the signs of impatience, the most important came from California,

where state regulators last week approved the first rule in the United States

limiting automobile emissions of carbon dioxide. The rule seeks a reduction in

these gases of about 30 percent by 2016. It could have enormous ramifications

for industry and consumers because California is the country's biggest

automobile market and because New York and six other Northeastern states have

indicated a willingness to follow suit.

    Because most of an automobile's carbon dioxide emissions come from burning

fuel, the California rule will require automakers to increase sharply the fuel

efficiency of millions of vehicles. As technological challenges go, this is a

big one, but history suggests that the industry can meet it.

    A 30 percent reduction in emissions in roughly a decade is less daunting

than the 50 percent reduction required by the fuel economy standards imposed by

Congress nearly 30 years ago -- the last time the automakers were forced to pay

serious attention to efficiency. And much of the technology needed to meet the

target is either already on the road -- in the form of gas-electric hybrid cars

-- or on the shelf. 

    In a sense, of course, Mr. Blair, the Russians, Mr. McCain, California and

maybe even the hurricanes are sending the same message: that Mr. Bush is

bringing up the rear of a parade he really ought to be leading. It would help,

too, if Senator John Kerry, whose record on this issue has been strong, sent the

same message in a more public and compelling venue than his campaign Web site.

URL: http://www.nytimes.com
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Swissinfo

Switzerland urged to do more for environment

 
swissinfo  
June 5, 2003 10:10 AM 
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The Swiss environment is in worse shape than its appearance suggests (swissinfo)
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Switzerland's track record in the environment is second to none but it still has a long way to go, says the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).

 

On World Environment Day, the international body told Switzerland it needed to encourage biodiversity and improve water quality.
The OECD congratulated Swiss authorities on achieving many of the goals they had set themselves over the last three decades.

In its "Environmental Performance Review", which looked at 32 countries from 1993 to 2000, the organisation also ranked air quality in Switzerland among the best in the OECD zone.

Similarly, Switzerland was placed ahead of other countries when it came to recycling waste.

But, the Swiss scored low marks when it came to water resources, because of the problem of some persistent pollutants.

 

Biodiversity

 

The finding was confirmed by Christiane Maillefer of the Swiss-based environmental organisation, WWF, who said the problem of nitrates in Swiss water had yet to be tackled.

Maillefer also concurred with the OECD in criticising Switzerland's poor track record when came to encouraging biodiversity.

"The percentage of rare, endangered or extinct plant and animal species in Switzerland are among the highest in the OECD zone," said its report.

The director of the Swiss Environment Agency (SEA), Philippe Roch, said urban development was to blame.

"Nature has been pushed to the sidelines because of population density and infrastructures," he told swissinfo. "So species which need large spaces are under threat."

But Roch told swissinfo he was optimistic that things could only get better thanks to Switzerland's new domestic agricultural policy which would create zones favourable to biodiversity.

 

Federalism

 

Swiss federalism also came under fire. This system of governing meant that federal environmental policy was not always being implemented uniformely by the cantons and communes, said the OECD.

At the local level, this meant that there was a tendency "to put short-term development or urbanisation projects ahead of protecting nature."

"Federalism slows down the entire process and prevents rapid and clear decision-making," Roch explained.

 

Globalisation fallout

 

This week, the SEA also called for a more coherent global environmental policy in order to safeguard the world’s resources and future economic development.

On World Environment Day, the organisation also criticised G-8 leaders meeting near Lake Geneva this week for failing to tackle environmental issues.

Roch said polluters should pay for damage their industry causes to the environment, while production and consumption should become more compatible with the planet’s ecological capacity.

"Nature has had to evolve and diversify over the millennia in order to survive and globalisation should now do the same if the planet is to survive," he said.

“There will be no economic development in the long-term if we do not develop a coherent environmental policy.”

 

Targets

 

The SEA has set out key areas needed to bring economic development in line with the environment.

Roch explained that the main goal being pursued by Switzerland was for the World Trade Organization to define, by the end of 2004, the relationship between trade regulations and multilateral environmental agreements.

Conventions regarding chemicals need to be adopted, while implementation of the Kyoto Protocol would slow down climate change and conserve biodiversity, Roch said.

swissinfo, Marc-André Miserez and Samantha Tonkin

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)- NEWS UPDATE

 29 September 2004

UNEP in the news

GEF-UNEP Biosafety Workshop Begins 

The NEWS (Monrovia): The GEF-UNEP Biosafety Framework Development Project under the auspices of the Environment Protection Agency (EPA) will conduct a two-day workshop from September 30 to October 1, 2004. The GEF-UNEP Biosafety Framework Development Project under the auspices of the Environment Protection Agency (EPA), will conduct a two-day workshop from September 30 to October 1, 2004 The two-day workshop is entitled, "Stakeholders' Workshop to identify key Components of the National Biosafety Framework (NBF)."  The workshop will bring together key stakeholders including administrators and technicians from relevant government institutions, the national legislators, academic institutions, environmentalists, NGOs, traditional leaders, civic organizations and relevant UN agencies to review the Draft national Biosafety Framework Documents and make appropriate recommendations to finalize Liberian National Biosafety in compliance with the Cartagena Protocol on biosafety. The GEF-UNEP Biosafety Framework Development Project for Liberia started some two years ago, following Liberia's accession to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. The main objective of the project is to prepare a National Biosafety Framework in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Cartagena protocol on Biosafety. Finalization and subsequent adoption of the documents by the Liberian government will thus enable Liberia to have the necessary technical and legal instruments that will ensure adequate protection of public health and the environment from potential harm that may result from the introduction of genetically modified organisms and products thereof into Liberia. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409290726.html
General Environment News

Paris NGO discusses locust threat in Africa

Paris, France (PANA) - A meeting on the locust threat in West Africa will hold here Thursday at the behest of the Sahel Club, an NGO based in the French capital. Participants from affected countries will review action taken since the beginning of the locust invasion, as well as reflect on further measures in the medium and long term, the organizers said in a communiqué. At least 1.5 million hectares of cropland is under threat in Mauritania, Mali and Senegal, three Sahel countries hardest-hit by the invasion. Some 120 million dollars will be needed to buy chemicals and spraying gear against the locusts, according to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), which continues to push for urgent assistance from the international community.

La France mobilise ses partenaires européens contre les criquets

Dakar, Sénégal (PANA) - La France intervient auprès de ses partenaires européens, notamment de la Commission et auprès des membres du G8 pour qu'ils mettent en place des crédits d'urgence en vue de prévenir l'extension de l'invasion acridienne au cours des saisons prochaines. Un communiqué de presse de l'ambassade de France à Dakar parvenu mercredi à la PANA, indique que "l'effort financier bilatéral de la France en faveur de la lutte anti-acridienne s'élève à plus de 5,6 milliards de F.CFA auxquels s'ajoute l'expertise française actuellement mobilisée en Afrique de l'Ouest". L'objectif de cette aide, poursuit le communiqué, est de traiter le fléau maintenant afin de "limiter les conséquences dévastatrices pour la sécurité alimentaire de la région".

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058371&dte=29/09/2004
Mutare Council in Court Over River Pollution

Zimbabwe Standard (Harare): THE city council Tuesday appeared before the courts for allegedly polluting Sakubva River. The Zimbabwe National Water Authority, ZINWA, is the complainant. The raw effluent from the sewage works is said to have polluted water downstream. Investigations by a water quality scientist with ZINWA had shown that the water was contaminated and the council was carrying out operations at the sewerage works without a permit from ZINWA.  The council requested that the matter be deferred to a later date to allow its legal counsel to go through the charge and prepare a defense. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409290117.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________
ROAP Media Update –  30 September 2004

UN or UNEP in the news



Ecology gets top billing at World Expo
Shanghai Daily news, 30 September 2004 - The city has pledged to spare no efforts to improve the environment in time for World Expo 2010.
City officials made the announcement at the International Environmental Conference on World Expo 2010 yesterday, which is being attended by 300 environment experts from 14 countries and regions.
"World Expo 2010 is an opportunity to improve our environment," said Xu Zuxin, director of the Shanghai Environmental Protection Bureau.
Experts said the city would focus on shifting to renewable energy sources to achieve more sustainable development.
Dr klaus Toepfer, the United Nations' under-secretary-general, who is also the executive director of the UN's environment program, said government, environment organizations and the private sector should establish partnerships to improve the environment.
The un will help Tongji University start a master program of environmental and sustainable development next year, the first time the UN has launched a degree.
Most students of the environmental masters will be recruited from government departments and the private sector in developing countries of the Asia-Pacific region.
Graduates will be awarded a master's degree at Tongji. The first 20 students will start study from next September.
http://english.eastday.com/eastday/englishedition/metro/userobject1ai553682.html 

UNEP executive director praises China's environmental education
People's Daily Online, China, 29 September 2004 - China aroused nationwide environmental awareness through education, said the United Nations' Environmental Program Executive Director Klaus Toepfer here Wednesday. 
He made the remark on the closing ceremony of the 20th Anniversary celebration of UNEP Sasakawa Environmental Prize, one of the most prestigious environmental prizes of the world. 
http://english.people.com.cn/200409/30/eng20040930_158747.html 

China pledges to curb air pollution
BEIJING, Sept. 29 (Xinhuanet) -- A senior legislator Gu Xiulian has pledged that China will take a number of measures to improve air quality. 
    Gu, Vice-Chairman of the NPC Standing committee, made the pledge on Tuesday at the closing session of a UN Environment Program conference in Beijing. The meeting gathered winners of the Sasakawa Prize to focus attention on the need to clean up China's polluted environment. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/29/content_2037766.htm 

China Daily, 29 September 2004 - http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-09/29/content_378803.htm 

Five Bayer Young Environmental Envoys Awarded Trip to Germany
Manila Bulletin, Philippines, 30 September 2004 - Five of the 13 Bayer Young Environmental Envoys (BYEE) for 2004 were awarded a week-long, all-expense paid trip to Germany during formal ceremonies held at the EDSA Shangri-La Hotel in Mandaluyong City on September 23. 

The envoys selected were Maila Beniera of West Visayas State University, Maria Angela N. Flores of UP Los Baños, Albert L. Genato of Nueva Vizcaya State University, Celso H. Jucutan of Don Mariano Marcos State University, and Joseph Jeffrey Uy of Ateneo de Davao University. 
The five envoys representing Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao were chosen based on their Action Plans on environmental protection and preservation, which they presented before a distinguished panel of judges from the media, government, the United Nations, and youth and non-governmental organizations.
http://www.mb.com.ph/YNCP2004093019484.html 

China: economy booms while pollution worsens
ABC Online, Australia - PM - Wednesday, 29 September , 2004  18:41:00

Reporter: John Taylor - MARK COLVIN: As China's economy booms, there's growing concern in the world's most populous nation that it's doing so at great environmental cost. Serious air pollution affects more than half the major cities; acid rain falls over two thirds of the country; and many parts of the major rivers are dead to fish and other animals.
Ian Kiernan, known for his "Clean Up Australia" campaign has been in China for a United Nations Environment Program Conference, and he spoke with China Correspondent John Taylor.
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2004/s1209922.htm 
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Bahrain

Experts probe environmental damage

PEACE is vital for the protection of the environment and resources in the region, a United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) official said yesterday.

Wars and other man-made disasters are causing irreversible damage to the environment in West Asia, said Unep's West Asia Regional Office acting director and regional representative Dr Habib El Habr.

The next Global Environment Outlook Report (GEO-4), to be produced by Unep, will contain a global and regional assessment of key environmental issues, he told the GDN.

Dr El Habr was speaking after the opening of an expert consultation meeting on GEO-4 at the Regency Inter-Continental Hotel.

The two-day event is being held under the patronage of Southern Governor and Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife head Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

GEO-4, to be produced in 2007, will prioritise issues for each region and make a forward looking analysis of environmental challenges.

General Directorate of Environmental and Wildlife Protection director general and vice president- environmental and wildlife affairs Professor Dr Ismail Al Madani said the Global Environmental Reports would provide information, analysis, conclusions and predictions on environmental issues.

GEO is Unep's flagship report on the state and trends of the global environment, said Unep Early Warning and Assessment Division regional co-ordinator Dr Adel Farid Abdel-Kader. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=92820&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27193
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=92723&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27192
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Iraq

WHO to implement Water Quality Control and Surveillance Project in Iraq 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) and Iraq's Ministry of Environment signed an agreement in Amman this week to review and update the current regulations and policies for water quality in Iraq with participation of different parties from other ministries and universities. 

The two sides also agreed on the operational plan to rehabilitate the Central Water Quality Control (WQC) Lab in Baghdad, according to a statement released by WHO yesterday. 

The agreement, signed by Naeema Al Gasseer, WHO representative in Iraq, and Mishkat Mumin, Iraq's minister of environment, came at the end of a two-day working session in which delegations from both sides discussed the current environmental situation in Iraq and ways to improve its conditions. 

“Access to safe water is a right to all people and has major implications on the protection of the health of people,” said Gasseer, adding “unsafe water leads to many diseases and threats of public health risks.” 

To that effect, the Iraqi ministry of environment and WHO agreed to start the implementation of an Iraqi proposal on Water Quality Control and Surveillance that seeks to design a comprehensive water quality monitoring system, the statement said. 

This system entails establishing 15 central labs and 30 district labs in the centre and south of Iraq, funded by the European Commission through the UNDG Trust Fund. 

The agreement also stipulates the rehabilitation of the Central WQC Lab in Baghdad beginning with the establishment of a joint committee to assess the conditions of the building and the financial and administrative preparations. 

In addition, the agreement provides for WHO-supported capacity building for the ministry staff, with training courses to be held in and outside Iraq, and the conducting of researches in the field of environment with special emphasis on water quality. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/Thu/homenews/homenews7.htm
UN HABITAT symposium to address affordable housing, good urban governance in Iraq 

Adequate and affordable shelter for all and good urban governance is the thrust of a three-day symposium that opens in Amman today. 

The symposium will spotlight the staggering housing shortfall and dilapidated infrastructure in Iraq, according to a statement released by the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) on Monday. 

Mehdi Hafedh, minister of planning and development cooperation of Iraq's Interim government, will address the nearly 100 delegates and experts present at the symposium. 

The event is organised by the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT). 

“The key to the success of long-term planning lies in comprehending contexts, scope and dynamics of change. Reconstruction of Iraqi cities will have to address the question of resource distribution, task prioritisation and negotiation among a variety of stakeholders in a fluid administrative context.” the UN-HABITAT programme director said. 

Several Iraqi ministries concerned with housing and urban development and numerous other major players including UN agencies and World Bank representatives will take part in the symposium. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/homenews/homenews7.htm
Jordan

Queen opens Ajloun Nature Reserve

[image: image5.jpg]



Her Majesty Queen Rania on Tuesday inaugurated the Ajloun Nature Reserve, a project that makes environmental protection a means for building sustainable community development in the impoverished northern governorate. 

The pioneer eco-tourism project was launched by collective efforts from the Jordan River Foundation (JRF) and the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN), as a first step to promote eco-tourism in Ajloun, making forestry and tourism main employers for the local inhabitants of the area. 

According to the JRF, the initiative should encourage similar projects throughout the country, building a corporate identity for each governorate and its traditional products, and developing eco-tourism activities as a means of supporting conservation programmes and providing job opportunities for the local community

A source at the RSCN told The Jordan Times that the reserve is currently employing “tens” of people directly to work within its area, and that the plan would provide employment opportunities for families of the surrounding areas in the near future. 

The main jobs available at present include tourist guides, night watchmen, farmers and forest keepers, in addition to administrative workers.
http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/homenews/homenews2.htm
UAE

New decree regulates use of ‘halaaq’ net

A new decree regulating the use of the encircling net locally known as "halaaq" to fish large migratory species including the Spanish Mackerel or "Kana'ad" was issued yesterday by Shaikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Deputy Chairman of the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA). 

The new decree, which comes with the onset of fishing season for large migratory species and applicable to fishing in the waters off the Emirate of Abu Dhabi introduces several amendments to the decree issued last year. These amendments include:

Not specifying depth of the net. This matter was taken to allow the fishermen flexibility to use nets of different depth depending on the depth of area of fishing operation.

Specifying that each "halaaq" net should contain only one piece, which should not exceed 700 metres total length and banning the use anchorages to hold the net during fishing operation.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/september/theuae_september585.xml

Special stamps on marine life

Emirates Post has issued a set of special stamps in four denominations (50 Fils, 175 Fils, 275 Fils and 375 Fils) to highlight marine life conservation through images of endangered or extinct marine creatures from the Arabian Gulf. 

The four stamps feature the Black Finless Porpoise, the Serranidae, the Whale Shark and Dugongidae. The stamps have been issued in coordination with the Emirates Marine Environmental Group.

The complete set of stamps is available at the Deira Main Post Office; Karama Post Office and Abu Dhabi Central Post Office. First Day Covers, priced at Dh9.75 each, and stamp booklets priced at Dh17.50, are also available at the above locations

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/september/theuae_september565.xml
Qatar

GCC meet on quality, environment opens

THE Minister of Economy and Commerce, HE Sheikh Mohamed bin Ahmed bin Jassim al-Thani, opened the second GCC Quality and Environment Conference at the InterContinental-Doha yesterday.
The two-day event is organised by the Supreme Council for Environment and Natural Reserves (SCENR), the Gulf Development Centre (GDC) and the GCC Secretariat General.
HE Sheikh Mohamed said the protection of the environment has become one of the most important topics worldwide, along with manufacturing quality products. 
He stressed that the two-day conference was a chance to learn from the experience of international institutions in the field of quality management and environment.
Anwar Yusuf al-Abdullah, a senior Qatari official, said the conference was a reflection of the concern of the GCC countries to catch up with the developments in the concerned fields abroad. “Our competitive ability is measured by the efficiency and quality levels in the  region,” said al-Abdullah, a representative of GCC secretary general, HE Abdul-Rahman bin Hamad al-Attiyah.

http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=9673&version=1&template_id=36&parent_id=16
Yemen

Minister: Crisis of water a crisis of management in nature

Minister of Water and Environment Mohammed Lutf Al-Eryani is of the verdict that the "crisis of water in the Sana'a Basin” is “in nature, a crisis of the management of this vital resource.” 

The minister, at the opening of a workshop on the Sustainable Management of Water Resources, said that "being alerted about the risks of water scarcity in the Sana'a Basin is justified since the vital resource is not managed properly.”

"Local councilors have to take part in enforcing all the actions of the ministry aimed to mitigate the impact of the depleting resource," he said, urging the 60 Sana'a local councilors participating in the workshop to come out with a policy tackling the problem of water poverty.

Governor of Sana’a Abdul-Wahed Al-Bukhaiti warned that he might make the use of modern irrigation techniques obligatory in big farms, ban water treatment stations from using the Sana'a Basin’s water and “tighten measures to reduce the extravagant consumption of the basin’s water.”

The workshop, held by the Ministry of Water & Environment and the Sana'a Governor’s Office, debated four work papers on the management of water resources, environmental protection, sanitation services and rural water.

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_2223.html
Prepared by News Services Section
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan presses Côte d’Ivoire’s political leaders to deliver on peace pact pledges

*
UN rights officials to brief Security Council on latest situation in Darfur, Sudan

*
Annan calls for help to push forward democratic transition in Myanmar

*
Security Council urges Guinea-Bissau’s leaders to persist on peace path

*
General Assembly focuses on drug trade, human rights and economic inequalities

*
Anti-terror fight must not detract from other priorities, officials tell UN Assembly

*
One quarter of Iraqis still depend on food rations, UN agency survey shows

*
UN mission to expedite troop arrivals to help with storm relief efforts in Haiti

*
Panel should help refashion global notion of collective security – Annan

*
UN says Liberia can’t yet fund diamond certification scheme needed to end sanctions

*
US lawyer named to Security Council panel on Al-Qaida sanctions

*
UNICEF calls for better enforcement against child traffickers in South Asia

*
UN study argues case for forgiving Africa’s debt burden

*
UN report on African economies calls for boost to manufacturing and exports

* * * * 

Côte d’Ivoire

29 September – With Côte d’Ivoire poised to miss a deadline for implementing its peace plan, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced regret at the “very limited progress” made so far and urged the parties to take quick remedial action.
Yesterday, an extraordinary session of the National Assembly convened by President Laurent Gbagbo to consider legislative reforms required to move the peace process forward ended without meeting key provisions of the Accra III Agreement.

The Accra III Agreement, adopted at a summit in late July in the Ghanaian capital, binds the Ivorian parties to the 2003 Linas-Marcoussis accord which ended bitter fighting between factions in the country’s north and the south. President Gbagbo is required to implement by the end of September provisions regarding eligibility by nationality for the country’s presidency.

Through his spokesman, the Secretary-General once again urged all Ivorian political leaders and parliamentarians to “implement fully and in a timely manner all provisions of the Accra III Agreement in the interest of ensuring the restoration of normalcy and stability in Côte d’Ivoire.”

* * *

Sudan

29 September – The United Nations’ top human rights official and its expert on genocide will brief the Security Council tomorrow on the findings of their weeklong mission to the troubled Sudanese region of Darfur, where more than 1.65 million people have been forced to leave their homes and armed militias are accused of killing thousands of others.

High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour and Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide Juan Méndez will be joined by Mr. Annan at tomorrow’s Council meeting, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said today.

Mr. Annan dispatched Mrs. Arbour and Mr. Méndez to Darfur to investigate the latest situation and recommend what should be done to protect the region’s vast and rising population of displaced persons.

Before leaving Geneva, where she is based, Mrs. Arbour told reporters she will advocate that the external security and humanitarian presence in Darfur should be rapidly expanded.

Many of the internally displaced persons (IDPs) live in a climate of fear, she said, because of the possibility of further attacks from Janjaweed militias that have already been linked to the killings and rapes of villagers and the destruction of homes and cropland.

There are about 1.45 million IDPs in Darfur and another 200,000 refugees in neighbouring Chad because of the Janjaweed attacks and fighting between Sudanese Government forces and two local rebel groups.

Mr. Annan’s Special Representative for Sudan Jan Pronk will arrive in New York tomorrow, but is not expected to brief the Council until next Tuesday on his latest 30-day report on what progress Khartoum has made towards restoring security in Darfur and disarming the Janjaweed.

Mr. Pronk is currently in Brussels holding talks with European Union (EU) officials on the Darfur crisis, with the talks focused on support for an expanded mission of African Union (AU) monitors and on how to improve humanitarian assistance.

A progress report on the work of the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) – established under the Council’s Resolution 1547 in June – is likely to be issued on Friday, Mr. Eckhard said.

In a press briefing today, UNAMIS said there have been reports of attacks by the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA), one of the Darfur rebel groups, on military and police camps in the region in the past two weeks.

In a separate incident on 23 September, a gathering of about 3,000 people in North Darfur was cleared by Sudanese police who loaded the participants into trucks and then drove them to different locations. UN agencies are discussing the issue with Sudanese officials, according to UNAMIS.

* * *

Myanmar

29 September – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today expressed his hope that countries would redouble their actions, and provide support for United Nations efforts, to move forward the democratic transition in Myanmar.

A statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan after high-level talks on the situation in Myanmar said the Secretary-General was pleased by the constructive discussions “which strengthened the sense of common purpose on how to assist Myanmar in making its process of democratic transition more inclusive and sustainable.”
The Secretary-General also urged the authorities in Myanmar “to listen to advice given by friendly countries, in goodwill,” and allow his Special Envoy Razali Ismail to visit the country as soon as possible, the statement said.
Speaking to reporters after the talks, Mr. Annan confirmed that the detention of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, winner of the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize and leader of the National League for Democracy (NLD), was one of the issues discussed and said that “all of us would want to see her released.”
“We had a very good discussion on the situation in Myanmar, and we are going to continue our cooperation,” Mr. Annan said of the meeting in New York, which included representatives from a dozen countries, the World Bank, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and Mr. Razali.

“Obviously, we have different and complementary roles, and we will use the individual influence of each of the countries to see how they can help to move the process forward,” he added.

Yesterday a UN report said the human rights situation in Myanmar had not improved, with large numbers of people in detention, harsh sentences for peaceful political activities and restrictions on the operations of opposition parties.
In his speech this morning to the General Assembly, U Tin Winn, the Chairman of Myanmar’s delegation, said, “Allegations of human rights violations in Myanmar are aimed at discrediting the Government for political purposes.”

He noted preparations for a second session of a National Convention to draft a constitution, and stressed that the people of Myanmar would be able to elect leaders of their choice in free and fair elections after a new basic law is adopted.

* * *

Guinea-Bissau

29 September – The political leaders, public institutions and authorities in the troubled West African nation of Guinea-Bissau must persevere with the peace process beyond next year’s scheduled presidential polls if they want to reap all the benefits, the President of the Security Council said today.

Speaking to reporters after the Council met to discuss the situation in Guinea-Bissau, Ambassador Juan Antonio Yáñez-Barnuevo of Spain, which holds the Council’s rotating presidency for this month, said the Council’s 15 members were encouraged by recent developments.

Presidential elections scheduled for next year are still on schedule, he said, and will be run with the help of United Nations officials. The UN Development Programme (UNDP) is also running a series of projects to help stimulate economic growth.

Mr. Yáñez-Barnuevo said a donors’ conference to be held before the end of this year should boost efforts to promote stability in Guinea-Bissau, which has plagued by both formal conflict and long-running political and social tensions during its post-independence history.

“We encourage [the authorities] to persevere…on what is a good example of what can be done in a peace process in a post-conflict situation,” he said.

Earlier, Assistant Secretary-General Tuliameni Kalomoh briefed the Council on the work of the UN Peace-building Support Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNOGBIS), which has been helping the nation stabilize since March 1999.

* * *

General Assembly

29 September – The illegal drug trade, human rights, the root causes of terrorism and the deep economic inequalities between rich and poor nations dominated the agenda as the General Assembly’s annual high-level debate continued today at UN Headquarters in New York.

Colombian President Álvaro Uribe Vélez said his country is making advances in reducing the number of murders, kidnappings and terrorist acts and the production of illegal drugs, but one of its highest priorities now is to restore the confidence of its citizens in national institutions. Without that step, any moves to boost economic growth and stability would be undermined before they began.

Given the deep divisions caused by social and material inequalities, Mr. Uribe Vélez said, it was vital to try to promote strong economic growth that at the same time is shared equitably by all Colombians. He said that, to this end, the Government is subsidizing farmers and peasant associations, increasing enrolments in schools and technical workshops, and spending greater sums on child nutrition programmes.

Cyril Svoboda, Foreign Minister of the Czech Republic, told the Assembly that the undeniably troubled circumstances of Iraq today should not divert the world’s attention away from other important concerns, especially Afghanistan, the Middle East, Africa and the Balkans. He stressed the importance of fighting for human rights, citing treaties against the use of State-ordered torture and the worldwide campaign to abolish the death penalty.

Guyana’s Foreign Minister S. R. Insanally said cultural diversity is often overlooked in the race to help impoverished countries achieve economic development, leading to disastrous results in the long term. Turning to trade, Mr. Insanally said Guyana’s sugar industry “has recently been struck a devastating blow” by trade liberalization and the European Union’s reform of its trade in this commodity. He urged wealthy nations to give more priority to the needs of poor States.

Foreign Minister Rogatien Biaou of Benin said that when his country holds the Security Council’s rotating presidency in early 2005, it will hold a special debate on the phenomenon of child soldiers in a bid to find a lasting solution to the problem. Mr. Biaou also urged the countries that have previously pledged to help the world’s poorest nations achieve sustainable development to make good on those promises – especially on giving official development assistance – and not just offer hollow words instead.

Describing the fight against illicit drugs as his country’s “topmost priority,” U Tin Winn, Chairman of the delegation from Myanmar, said authorities in his country have over the past decade seized and destroyed drugs worth more than $14 billion. The drug trade is closely linked to much trans-national crime, he said, adding it was important for States to work together if they were to defeat the scourge. Mr. Winn also said allegations of human rights abuses in Myanmar were “aimed at discrediting the Government for political purposes.”

In his speech, Belarusian Foreign Minister Sergei Martynov spotlighted the plight of the world’s least developed countries, saying very few such States were meeting the target of 7 per cent annual economic growth that is necessary to achieve one of the key Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – halving the number of people in extreme poverty by 2015. Mr. Martynov offered a robust defence of the United Nations “as the most important collective problem-solving mechanism,” adding that while it needs reform, it also needs greater support.

Armenia’s Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanian said the global curse of terrorism will not go away until the breeding ground of deprivation, poverty and injustice is drained. “This fight must go beyond effective regional and international cooperation” to include aggressively tackling the MDGs, he said, or else the inequalities and social injustices will remain. Mr. Oskanian said it was critical that the UN work more closely with regional organizations to achieve these aims.

Momodu Koroma, Foreign Minister of Sierra Leone, said his country was now in a delicate post-conflict phase after civil war split the country between 1991 and 2002. “This is the phase in which the gains of the peace effort should be maximized,” he said, adding that traditionally peacekeepers start “pulling out when the guns fall silent.” Mr. Koroma emphasized that he does not means that he expects the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), whose mandate currently lasts until June next year, to stay indefinitely.

Hungarian Deputy Foreign Minister Gábor Bródi told the Assembly that it was essential that the rights of national, ethnic, linguistic or religious minorities are protected. “The presence [of such minorities] within the frontiers of a country is not only an asset, but also a source of social and cultural enrichment.” Mr. Bródi said Hungary was alarmed by the treatment of ethnic minorities in its neighbour Serbia and Montenegro, and called on authorities there to punish the perpetrators of physical attacks or acts of intimidation.

Archbishop Giovanni Lajolo, the Holy See’s Secretary for Relations with States, said poverty eradication and development must take priority among the eight MDGs. To do that, the world must adopt a fairer system of international trade and cancel the debt burdens of the most impoverished States. Total and general disarmament was also necessary, he added, if there is to be peace and stability.

* * *

General Assembly

28 September – Calling attention to a range of global ills which must be addressed through international action, foreign envoys addressing the General Assembly this afternoon emphasized that the fight against terrorism should not dilute efforts to address these other security concerns.

Anote Tong, the President of Kiribati, voiced sympathy to the Caribbean countries and people affected by the recent spate of hurricanes and tropical storms. He said that the adverse impact of climate change and rising sea levels are “critical security issues for the global community in this new millennium, and more so, for low-lying island States like Kiribati.”

“The issue must take centre stage along with other international security issues,” he said, urging the international community to agree on a unified global response to better protect the environment, in the same way that the international community is being encouraged to respond to terrorism and other threats to global security. “We have demonstrated remarkable solidarity in the fight against global terrorism,” he said. “Can we not demonstrate the same in the fight against climate change and sea-level rise?”

The Foreign Minister of Mauritius, Jaya Krishna Cuttaree, echoed these concerns about the environmental and other threats faced by small island developing States and reminded the Assembly that a global conference to address the issue will be held next year in Mauritius. “The international meeting should not only be a collective gathering to reflect on the specificities of our concerns; it should be a landmark in the history of the major UN conferences with deliverable outcomes and the necessary means for their implementation,” he said.

Barak Sope Maautamate, the Foreign Minster of Vanuatu, joined others in stressing that the fight against terrorism “must not overshadow the socio-economic development agenda and other serious security concerns affecting the developing world.” He warned that resources “will inevitably be diverted towards combating terrorism” and stressed the need to avoid neglecting developing nations, and particularly the small island States.

Papua New Guinea’s Foreign Minister, Rabbie Namaliu, hailed the regional and international assistance his country had received in restoring stability to the island of Bougainville after a decade of civil strife. “We are re-establishing the rule of law in a profound and thorough constitutional process which will result in a democratically elected autonomous government for the people of Bougainville,” he said. Although this goal is in sight, he added, “each step taken now to finalize and consolidate the Bougainville constitution is critically important.”

Laurie Chan, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Solomon Islands, said currently, a regional assistance project was helping his country to stabilize by “collecting some 3,700 weapons without a shot being fired” and paid tribute to all who had supported this effort, including the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

Tom Butime, the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs of Uganda, said his country had been fighting against a terrorist organization known as the Lord’s Resistance Army which has killed, maimed and abducted tens of thousands of Ugandans in the northern part of the country. The Government was working to address the issue, and called for international partners to support assistance programmes to resettle the area’s displaced people, disarm the rebels and rehabilitate the basic infrastructure.

Foreign Minister Prakash Sharan Mahat of Nepal said currently, nearly 2,500 Nepalese blue helmets are deployed in a dozen peacekeeping missions around the world. “Nepal appreciates the United Nations for its help in bridging the equipment-gaps for our deployment,” he said, calling for greater consultation between the UN and countries contributing troops to peacekeeping.

Foreign Minister Andrei Stratan of Moldova said his Government had just signed on to contribute troops to the UN’s stand-by arrangements for peacekeeping operations. Currently deploying officers to UN missions in Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire, he said, Moldova is “determined to continue to support the UN activities in this area.

Cameroon’s Foreign Minister, François-Xavier Ngoubeyou stressed the need for the process of globalization to be rendered more fair and just. He also underscored the devastation wreaked by the AIDS crisis. “The fight against AIDS is a global cause which involves us all,” he said.

Fabio Berardi, San Marino’s Foreign Minister, welcomed the July adoption of a resolution revitalizing the Assembly’s work, as well as a parallel text “granting the Holy See wider and more incisive prerogatives as [an] Observer” in that body. He also reiterated San Marino’s ongoing commitment to the campaign for the universal abolition of the death penalty.

Also taking part in the debate was Princess Hajah Masna of Brunei Darussalam.

* * *

Iraq

29 September – Some 6.5 million people in Iraq – about a quarter of the country’s population – are highly dependent on food rations, according to a new survey by the United Nations emergency feeding agency, which has launched a multimillion dollar assistance programme to help the most vulnerable Iraqis.

The World Food Programme’s (WFP) “Baseline Food Security Assessment,” the first of its kind in Iraq, says that of the 6.5 million people, some 2.6 million are so poor that they have to resell part of their food rations to buy basic necessities such as medicines and clothes.

A further 3.6 million Iraqis, 14 per cent of the population, would be at risk of hunger if the rationing system was discontinued, according to the survey. Experts estimate that 27 per cent of all children up to the age of five are already chronically malnourished – and without the rations provided by the public distribution system, that number would increase dramatically.

Even those who receive rations “are still struggling to cope,” said Torben Due, Country Director for WFP’s operations in Iraq. “Although food is generally available, the poorest households cannot afford to buy from the markets.”

Following the survey, WFP launched a one-year, $60 million emergency operation targeting the most vulnerable groups in Iraq. It will be providing 67,000 tons of food to 220,000 malnourished children and their family members (over 1.1 million people), more than 1.7 million primary school children, 350,000 pregnant and lactating mothers and over 6,000 tuberculosis patients.

Despite the sobering new figures, Mr. Due had hopes for the long-term prospects. “Iraq is a country with a wealth of natural resources,” he observed. “Once it stabilizes politically and economically it can take care of this portion of the population.”

“But until that happens, external assistance will be required.”

* * *
Haiti

29 September – The United Nations is trying to expedite the arrival of additional peacekeeping troops to help with emergency relief efforts in northern Haiti, where Tropical Storm Jeanne left a trail of misery earlier this month.

Six national contingents of “blue helmets” pledged to the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) but not scheduled to be deployed until later this year could now be sent within the next couple of weeks. Four smaller contingents of civilian police may also be transferred soon.

A spokesperson for the UN said their exact date of arrival still depended on logistics and whether the troops’ heavy equipment could be sent with them.

More than 3,000 MINUSTAH peacekeepers are currently stationed across Haiti, including almost 700 in the northern city of Gonaïves, the hardest hit by the floods and mudslides that followed Tropical Storm Jeanne.

The Mission, which has an authorized strength of 6,700 troops was expected to be fully deployed by late December. But the majority of the remaining troops may now arrive in the next few weeks.

MINUSTAH peacekeepers have taken part in relief efforts since the storm struck Haiti, protecting aid workers as they hand out supplies such as food and water, and sometimes distributing aid themselves.

In Gonaïves, MINUSTAH Force Commander Lt. Gen. Augusto Heleno Ribero Pereira said five food and water distribution points have now been established.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters in New York that helicopters are making 10 to 15 trips each day to ferry supplies to Gonaïves, while two protected convoys are also travelling from the capital, Port-au-Prince, every day.

Haitian authorities have reported that at least 1,300 people are dead and more than 1,000 others are missing in the wake of Tropical Storm Jeanne, the latest in a series of deadly hurricanes and storms to sweep the Caribbean region this season.

Hurricane Ivan caused death and destruction in Grenada, Jamaica and the United States earlier this month, while Hurricanes Charley and Frances have also proven deadly. On Friday UN humanitarian agencies will launch appeals to help Grenada and Haiti recover.

* * *

Non-Aligned Movement

29 September – A blue-ribbon panel examining new global threats and challenges should help refashion the international community’s notion of collective security, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan told Foreign Ministers from the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) today.

“Our era, an era of accelerating interdependence, demands effective collective policies and institutions,” Mr. Annan said in remarks to the annual meeting in New York of NAM Foreign Ministers.

“But arriving at a robust, preventive, collective approach is made all the more difficult by the very diverse perceptions of the threats of our time, and by the very serious divisions among countries on some of the very principles on which international peace and security should be based,” he added.

While some countries may emphasize one set of threats over another, the United Nations could not do that, Mr. Annan stressed. “A world not advancing towards the Millennium Development Goals” – set of eight time-bound targets aimed at global problems such as extreme poverty and hunger – “will not be at peace,” he declared. “And a world awash in violence and conflict will have little chance of achieving the Goals. It is not only States that are interdependent; so are the issues.”

Last November Mr. Annan appointed the 16-person High-Level Panel on Threats Challenges and Change to analyze future threats and recommend ways to respond collectively to them. It is to present its findings by the end of this year.

* * *

Liberia

29 September – Experts monitoring the ban on Liberia’s diamond trade say without external funding, the country will not be able to institute a certificate-of-origin regime for trade in the gemstones – a condition considered necessary for the United Nations Security Council to lift the sanctions.

In their first progress report since the panel was re-established in June, the experts say the Liberian Government is still some time away for fulfilling the criteria to participate in the Kimberley Process, an international regime set up to verify the origin and authenticity of rough diamond exports.

The Government has not signed a contract with a company to make the plates for the printing of Kimberley-compliant certificates and to supply those certificates to diamond exporters because of a lack of funds, the report states, describing the problem as the “biggest obstacle” to lifting the sanctions.

An assessment mission by the Kimberley Process committee is also unlikely to be held before late November at the earliest, according to the report, which means it will probably not be able to take part in the scheme until next year.

The panellists, who visited Liberia last month, say that the West African nation is otherwise “proceeding well” towards achieving the conditions for lifting sanctions: mining activity remains low and illegal exports are negligible.

But they warn that illegal exports may rise as more diggers return to mining areas now that the annual dry season is beginning and more sections of the country are becoming stable following the disarmament of ex-combatants.

“It may be necessary for the Government of Liberia to review this situation and introduce temporary controls to prevent an upsurge of illegal smuggling abroad,” the report states.

The Security Council sanctions also include an arms embargo, restrictions on the export of round logs and timber products, and a travel bans on individuals posing a threat to the stability and security of Liberia.

The sanctions were imposed in 2001 and extended last year, as Liberia’s 14-year civil war ended, to try to discourage instability in the troubled region.

The panellists say that while there has been “widespread compliance” with the timber sanctions, there has also been little progress on implementing the necessary reforms on the trade and export of timber products.

They call for a better managed system so that the logging, transport and export of forest products can be closely tracked, and so that revenue from the timber industry is not diverted from legitimate economic development into activities that would fuel conflict in Liberia.

The five experts on the panel are: Chairman Atabou Bodian of Senegal, Arthur Blundell of Canada, Damien Callamand of France, Caspar Fithen of the United Kingdom and Tommy Garnett of Sierra Leone.

* * *

Al-Qaida/Taliban

29 September – A lawyer from the United States with expertise in identifying terrorists and freezing their assets has been named to a team tracking sanctions against Al-Qaida and the Taliban by the United Nations Security Council.

John E. Smith, a trial attorney for the US Department of Justice, was appointed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan as a replacement for Gary J. Peters to the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team, a subsidiary body of the Council’s 1267 Committee, so named for the original 1998 resolution that imposed the measures and established the Committee.

The sanctions, later tightened through subsequent Council resolutions, require countries to freeze financial resources – including funds derived or generated by any undertaking owned or controlled by the Taliban – and to ensure that they are not used by the group.

States are also obliged to freeze funds and other financial assets of Usama bin Laden and his associates in the Al-Qaida organization, and to prevent their entry or transit through the State’s territory. In addition, nations must prevent the supply, sale and transfer of all arms and materiel – along with any form of military training – to the named individuals and entities.

Among its tasks, the Monitoring Team periodically reports to the Council on the implementation of the sanctions regime, analyzes reports submitted by Member States and coordinates with the Council’s Counter-terrorism Committee (CTC).

In its first report last month the Monitoring Team said that despite international efforts, the threat from Al-Qaida-related terrorism remained as great as ever but the nature of that threat has changed.

In related news, three more entries have been added to the Committee’s roster of individuals and entities associated with Al-Qaida or the Taliban.

A Saudi national, Suliman Al-Buthe, the Comoros-based Al-Haramain Foundation and the US-based Al-Haramain Foundation, which has addresses in Oregon and Missouri, were added to the Al-Qaida section of the list.

* * *

Child trafficking

29 September – As delegates gather in Sri Lanka to review efforts to halt the commercial sexual exploitation of South Asian children, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today called for better enforcement against traffickers and more cross-border cooperation by the region’s governments.

“There should be no hiding place for those selling and trading children for sex,” said Sadig Rasheed, UNICEF’s Regional Director. “While governments and law enforcement agencies must do whatever they can to protect children, a lot of problems could be stopped tomorrow if men in South Asia said ‘no’ to child sex.”

The three-day meeting in Sri Lanka’s capital, Colombo, is drawing representatives from eight South Asian governments along with children from the region and officials from nearly a dozen UN and non-governmental agencies to assess progress since the 2001Yokohama Global Commitment, which called for greater worldwide efforts to protect children.

Because of links with organized crime it is extremely difficult to get reliable figures on trafficking and the commercial sexual exploitation of children, but UNICEF said an estimated 300, 000 women and children from Bangladesh have been trafficked to India and another 200,000 to Pakistan.

In addition between 100,000 and 200,000 Nepali women and girls are said to be working in India’s sex industry, the agency added. While not all those trafficked will be employed as prostitutes, a considerable proportion will have become involved in this form of exploitation.

* * *

Trade and Development

29 September – A new United Nations report argues that with many African countries struggling to service their debt while striving to reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the continent’s financial obligations should simply be written off.

Debt Sustainability: Oasis or Mirage, published today by the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), says any lasting solution to the debt overhang hinges as much on political will as on financial rectitude.

According to UNCTAD, Africa received some $540 billion in loans between 1970 and 2002. Despite paying back close to $550 billion in principal and interest, it still had a debt stock of $295 billion at the end of 2002.

The report argues a robust economic case for a total cancellation of Africa’s debt, saying that low levels of savings and investment – leading to high poverty and adverse social conditions – are among the biggest constraints on growth in low-income African countries.

Continued debt servicing by African nations would constitute a nominal reverse transfer of resources to creditors by a group of countries that by all indications could least afford this. To ensure that the continent will be able to reduce poverty by half by 2015, as called for by the MDGs, growth levels will have to at least double to some 7 to 8 per cent annually for the next decade, the financial requirements of which are incompatible with present and projected levels of debt servicing.

Even a full debt write-off, however, would only be a first step towards restoring growth and meeting the MDGs. UNCTAD estimates that such a write-off would represent less than half those countries’ resource requirements, with the gap filled by increased official development assistance (ODA) grants as a prelude to Africa increasing the level of domestic savings and investment required for robust and sustainable growth.

The report concludes that for any debt relief framework to deliver tangible results, Africa needs to actively pursue policies for prudent debt management, economic diversification and sustained economic growth. Doing so calls for better access to markets, and increased investment in human and physical infrastructure.

* * *

African economy

29 September – Africa is starting to enjoy economic growth again after years of dismal statistics, but to cut poverty and be more competitive its countries must invest more in manufacturing and improve their export performance, a major United Nations report on the continent has found.

The flagship annual report of the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), released today, also recommends that African nations diversify their export base beyond primary commodities to strengthen their economies against price and climatic shocks.

The countries that have successfully promoted new forms of manufacturing exports, such as Mauritius and Tunisia, have performed best recently and, along with South Africa and Namibia, they lead the continent in economic competitiveness, the report states.

The ECA report shows that Africa was the second-fastest growing region in the developing world last year, with gross development product (GDP) up by 3.8 per cent in real terms from 2002. Higher oil prices and production, relatively good weather conditions and greater foreign investment spurred the growth.

North Africa was the healthiest region within the continent, growing by 4.8 per cent, compared to 4 per cent for central and West Africa and 2.5 per cent for East and southern Africa. The picture was not uniform: seven countries endured negative growth in 2003, mainly because of continuing conflict or political tensions. Zimbabwe’s economy, for example, shrank for the fifth consecutive year.

The growth rates of most African countries are also well below the annual average of 7 per cent needed to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by their target date of 2015.

The report’s authors say liberalizing trade did not always bring positive benefits for Africa because many countries applied the policies haphazardly and without targets. To achieve results the trade policies must be dynamic and be coupled with tax and domestic budget reforms.

Industrialized countries should also reduce – or remove altogether – their barriers to trade, such as high tariffs and export subsidies, to allow African States to compete more evenly with them.

The report concludes that “the economic recovery is fragile and in some parts of Africa has been overly dependent on favourable climate, something that cannot be counted on with certainty in the future.” It also warns that ongoing conflicts and instability could jeopardize growth.

But it says there are now positive examples for African nations to see how saving and investing more, improving human capital and diversifying and strengthening the export base could achieve tangible improvements for the long-suffering economies.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________    

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon. We’re going to start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of the situation in Côte d’Ivoire.
**Côte d’Ivoire
“The Secretary-General has noted that the extraordinary session of the National Assembly convened by President Gbagbo on 11 August 2004 to consider the draft legislation envisaged under the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement ended yesterday.  Observing that an important deadline of the Accra III Agreement would not be met, he expressed regret at the very limited progress made during this session in the adoption of legislative reforms that are key to progress in the peace process in Côte d’Ivoire.  He once again urged all Ivorian political leaders and parliamentarians to implement fully and in a timely manner all provisions of the Accra III Agreement in the interest of ensuring the restoration of normalcy and stability in Côte d’Ivoire.”
**Sudan
On Sudan, Jan Pronk is currently in Brussels to meet with European Union officials at their invitation.  Discussions with them focused on the situation in the Sudan, support for an expanded African Union monitoring mission in Darfur and urgent humanitarian assistance needs.
The UN mission in Khartoum reported today that no security incidents have been reported during the last couple of days.  However, incidents in Darfur, including attacks by the rebel SLA on Government and military and police camps, continued to be reported during the past two weeks. 
The mission also reported an incident on 23 September in which a recent gathering of approximately 3,000 people was cleared by the police who loaded the protesters into trucks and drove them to different locations. 
An inter-agency visit on 27 September to some of the areas where the gatherers were returned, received reports that militias, suspected to be Janjaweed, continue to harass and intimidate them.  
You can read more about this in the report from the ground in today’s briefing from Khartoum.
**Sudan - Security Council
Here’s a preview of the Sudan-related items in the Security Council in the next few days.
Consultations on the just-concluded mission to Sudan by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, and Juan Mendez, the Special Adviser of the Secretary-General on the prevention of genocide, are now scheduled to take place at 11:30 a.m. tomorrow.
Louise Arbour has agreed to speak to the press at the stakeout microphone following those consultations.
The Secretary-General will also attend that session.
His Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, is arriving here tomorrow.  He is expected to brief the Council next Tuesday on the Secretary-General’s second 30-day report on the progress, or lack thereof, by the Government of Sudan towards meeting the requirements of Security Council resolution 1556 to restore security in Darfur.  The Security Council is expected to receive that report on Monday and we’ll keep you posted.
In the meantime, a progress report on the UN mission in Sudan established under Resolution 1547 is expected to be issued on Friday.
**Iraq
In a statement we issued yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General welcomed the news of the release of the Iraqi, Egyptian and Italian civilian hostages in Iraq.
He, once again, called for the immediate release of all the remaining hostages in the country.  He strongly condemns all hostage-taking, which no cause can justify, and appeals to all parties to adhere strictly to the fundamental precepts of human rights and respect for human life.
**Iraq - WFP
Also on Iraq, the World Food Programme today said that 6.5 million people in that country remain highly dependent on food rations. 
According to a WFP survey, some 2.6 million Iraqis are so poor that they have to resell their food rations to buy basic necessities, including medicines and clothing.  Another 3.6 million Iraqis would become food-insecure if the rationing system were discontinued.
The study adds that around 27 per cent of all Iraqi children below the age of five are chronically malnourished.  That number would increase dramatically without the rationing system.
**Haiti
On Haiti, the UN continues to provide assistance to the flood-ravaged city of Gonaïves.  According to Force Commander Ribeiro Pereira, five protected food and water distribution points have been established so far.  Helicopters with supplies are making some 10 to 15 flights per day and up to two protected convoys are making their way from the capital to Gonaïves each day. 
Meanwhile, the Department of Peacekeeping Operations is making extraordinary efforts to expedite the arrival of additional peacekeepers to Haiti.  These are contingents which have already been pledged to the UN and which are currently pending arrangements for transport of troops and heavy equipment. 
The launch of the United Nations Flash Appeals in response to the recent natural disasters in Grenada and Haiti will take place this Friday, 1 October, from 10:30 to 11:30 am in the ECOSOC chamber and Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, will be here to brief you on the subject after the noon briefing on Friday.
**Security Council
The Security Council held consultations this morning on Guinea-Bissau.
Tuliameni Kalomoh, the Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, gave an update on recent developments there and a press statement is expected to be issued afterwards. 
Council members are now discussing “other matters.”
**Myanmar
On Myanmar, starting at 3:00 this afternoon, the Secretary-General will hold informal consultations on the subject in that country with a group of interested nations, as well as with the World Bank and the UN Development Programme.
The Member States present for that meeting will be Australia, France, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, the Netherlands, Norway, Singapore, Thailand, the United Kingdom, the United States and Viet Nam.  The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Myanmar, Razali Ismail, will also attend.
**NAM Speech
The Secretary-General today told the Foreign Ministers of the Non-Aligned Movement that the work of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change should help refashion our notions of collective security.
He said that our era is one of accelerating interdependence, which demands effective collective policies and institutions.  But he noted that some countries may emphasize one set of threats over another, adding that the United Nations cannot do this.  He expects the Panel’s analysis to focus on the issue of collective action.
And we have the texts of his remarks available in my office.
**WHO - Maternal Deaths
Every minute of every day, at least one woman in a developing country dies in childbirth -- adding up to more than half a million each year. 
In response to this, the World Health Organization and the Partnership for Safe Motherhood and Newborn Health are intensifying support to countries around the world to ensure that a woman doesn’t die while giving birth to her child.
The aid will come in various areas -- from training skilled birth attendants who can help a woman give birth safely, to the basic issue of recording the cause of a woman's death.
And there’s more in a WHO press release, on that, upstairs.
**UNICEF - Child Sex Trade
From UNICEF, that is the United Nations Children’s Fund, they are calling for better enforcement against child traffickers and more cross-border cooperation by governments in South Asia. 
UNICEF says that it seems that more and more women and children are leaving countries like Nepal and Bangladesh and many are ending up being abused in a highly lucrative sex trade. 
UNICEF’s comments come on the sidelines of a three-day meeting in Sri Lanka to review efforts to stop the commercial sexual exploitation of children in South Asia.
**UN Reports Released
The UN Conference on Trade and Development has released its debt report, entitled “Debt Sustainability:  Oasis or Mirage.” 
It argues that debt servicing at any level is incompatible with attaining the UN Millennium Development Goals -- and calls for a total cancellation of Africa’s debt.
UNCTAD’s acting Secretary-General, Carlos Fortin, will be available for interviews on the report, so please contact UNCTAD’s New York office if you’re interested.
And the UN Economic Commission for Africa has released its flagship publication, the “Economic Report on Africa 2004.”
And we have copies of these reports upstairs in my office.
**Press Conferences
Finally, press conferences today in this room.  The Permanent Mission of the CzechRepublic will be sponsoring a press conference by representatives of two NGOs on the situation of human rights in Myanmar.  And then at 5 o’clock the Foreign Minister of Timor-Leste, Jose Ramos Horta, will be holding a press conference following his address to the General Assembly.
That’s all I have for you.  Yes? 
**Questions and Answers
Question:  Besides the UN is there any other organization who is helping the Iraqi people because a few times some other organizations tried to [inaudible].

Spokesman:  I’m sure multiple governments, multiple specialized agencies are participating in the aid effort in Iraq, through non-governmental organizations, both in Iraq and internationally, to carry out its aid efforts.  But I haven’t heard the problem you’re referring to.  Lee?

Question:  Will there be a list of governments that will participate in the Myanmar discussions at 3 o’clock.  You’ll have that upstairs?

Spokesman:  Yes. We can give it to you.

Question:  Is there something you could tell us about the meeting the Secretary-General had this morning with the Colombian President?

Spokesman:  I don’t have a read-out on that now.  I mean we can try to get one for you if you like.  You can check with my office afterwards.  Sylviane, did you have a question?

Question:  Do you know if Mr. Larsen is coming before Friday to New York? 

Spokesman:  I’ll have to check for you.  I know the Secretary-General spoke with him by telephone this morning and we’ll check whether he’s coming to New York.

Alright, I’ll ask Djibril Diallo to come up and brief you on the General Assembly.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon.  The fifteenth plenary meeting of the General Assembly continued today and the Assembly heard an address by H.E. Alvaro Uribe Velez, President of the Republic of Colombia.  And that statement was followed by addresses from Foreign Ministers for the following countries:  the Czech Republic, Guyana, Benin, Myanmar, Belarus, Armenia, Sierra Leone, Hungary and the ObserverState of the Holy See. 

Regarding the ObserverState of the Holy See, this is historic.  It’s the first time that the Holy See is addressing the General Assembly following resolution A/RES/58/314, which was adopted during the fifty-eighth session as Agenda item 59, the operative part of which is as follows:  Acknowledges that the Holy See, in its capacity as an Observer State, shall be accorded the rights and privileges of participation in the sessions and the work of the General Assembly and the international conferences convened under the auspices of the General Assembly or other organs of the United Nations, as well as United Nations conferences as set out in the annex to the present resolution. 

And the annex, inter alia, says that the Holy See shall be given the right to participate in the General Debate of the General Assembly; that without prejudice to the priority of Member States, the Holy See shall have the right of inscription on the list of speakers under Agenda items at any plenary meeting of the General Assembly after the last Member State inscribed on the list; the right to have its communications relating to the sessions and work of the General Assembly issued, and circulated directly and without intermediary, as official documents of the Assembly. 

The resolution also mentions that seating for the Holy See shall be arranged immediately after Member States and before the other observers when it participates as a non-MemberState observer.  And operative 10 of this annex says the Holy See shall not have the right to vote or to put forward candidates in the General Assembly. 

As I said, this is resolution A/RES/58/314.

The general debate, as you may recall, was supposed to end on 1 October.  It’s ending by lunchtime tomorrow, 30 September, following which the President of the General Assembly, Jean Ping, will offer his summary of key issues during the almost two-week period of the general debate.  I have arranged for him to address you, tomorrow, 30 September at 3 o’clock at the United Nations Correspondents Association (UNCA) Club so that you can have the chance to speak with him directly on key issues arising out of the general debate. 

On the appointments of the President of the General Assembly, he addressed this morning the annual meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Non-Aligned Movement in the Trusteeship Council.  In his statement, he said, among other things, the following: 

“In the wake of the sixtieth anniversary of our Organization, during which there will be an analysis, an evaluation of the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals as well as a review of the follow-up of major conferences under the aegis of the United Nations, it is more important than ever before to have the Non-aligned Movement continue to provide its contribution to the attainment of the Goals that we all set ourselves as Member States.” 

The President, recalled the fact that at its Durban meeting, last August, the Non-aligned Movement reaffirmed the central role of the General Assembly and also reaffirmed the need to reinforce international cooperation as a tool, not only to reach the Millennium Development Goals but also to equip the United Nations with an efficient strategy to enable the Organization to accomplish its mission.

A final quote in this connection.  The President said that during the general debate he noted with interest that a large majority of Member States ardently wished to see the reform of the United Nations in order to make sure that we have at our disposal a reinforced United Nations, which has adequate means to carry out the functions that it sets itself.

The meetings that the President held include the following:  the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Cameroon; the Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; the Foreign Affairs Minister of Mauritania; the Minister for Foreign Affairs of China; and the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Mauritius.

The President also will attend a reception offered by Archbishop Giovanni Lajolo of the Vatican.  He is the Secretary for Relations with States.  This is on the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the Mission of the Vatican, and the fifty-ninth session of the General Assembly. 

I have an updated list of speakers available, for those of you who would like to have it. 

Questions please?  If not, thank you very much.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "China" ��China Daily - UNEP Executive Director praises China's environmental education�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Biosafety" ��AllAfrica - GEF-UNEP Biosafety Workshop Begins Tomorrow�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conservation" �� BBC Monitoring International Report - UN Environment Chief says China needs sustainable development plan


Xinhua News Agency - Spotlight on Resource Conservation, Environment


�� HYPERLINK  \l "NorthKorea" ��Environmental Science and Technology - State of North Korea’s environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Damage" ��Gulf Daily News (Bahrain) - Experts probe environmental damage 
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