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Ebola Outbreak Suspected in Loss of Congo Gorillas 
By J.R. Pegg 
WASHINGTON, DC, August 30, 2004 (ENS) – Emerging evidence suggests a new outbreak of the Ebola virus in the Republic of Congo's Odzala National Park that may explain a sudden disappearance of hundreds of Western lowland gorillas, scientists said on Friday. 

A confirmed outbreak of the deadly virus could potentially kill 20,000 gorillas within months and threaten people living near the park. 

"We have not confirmed this as an outbreak of Ebola yet, but there are clear indications that we need to take that possibility seriously," said Dr. Dieudonnè Ankara with the Great Ape Survival Project (GRASP). 

Odzala National Park contains an estimated 30,000 western lowland gorillas - the largest such population of the endangered species in the world. 

Until late last year, hundreds could be spotted in Lokoue Bai, a natural clearing in the park where separate groups of the gorillas predictably congregated. [image: image23.jpg]



Gorillas are being driven to extinction by habitat loss, illegal hunting and the Ebola virus. (Photo courtesy UNEP)
Ankara says 45 groups of gorillas - each with an average of eight individuals - were once normally observed there. 

But since May that number has fallen to only nine groups, Ankara said. 

"This situation demands serious attention, since another Ebola outbreak would have devastating effects not only for wildlife, but for my neighbors who call the area home," Ankara said. 

The 13,600 square kilometer park is situated in northeastern Congo, near the Gabonese border to the west and Cameroon to the north. It is home to other rare species, including the endangered chimpanzee and the endangered African forest elephant. 

Ebola outbreaks have already occurred in this general area. Over the past two years, two reported cases were confirmed in Lossi Forest, some 50 kilometers (30 miles) south of Odzala. 

In both cases, more than 80 percent of all lowland gorillas and roughly 70 percent of all chimpanzees living there lost their lives. 

The new concern about an Ebola outbreak in Odzala was raised Friday at the International Primatological Society's (IPS) 20th Congress in Turin, Italy. 

"This is clearly bad news, but it is not too late to act," said Christophe Boesch, professor at the Max Planck Institute in Leipzig, Germany. "Although it would be disastrous to the great apes if another outbreak of Ebola is confirmed, we still have it in our grasp to save a large number of these primates, man's closest living relatives." 

Boesch and his colleagues called on the international community and nongovernmental organizations to commit additional support to field researchers already in and around Odzala in order to determine if an Ebola outbreak has occurred. [image: image24.jpg]



The Ebola virus has been confirmed in six African nations - the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Republic of Congo, Gabon, Sudan, Côte d'Ivoire, and Uganda. (Photo courtesy World Health Organization)
If affected regions are found in the park, the scientists urge the creation of geographical barriers, such as making rivers impassable, to decrease the likelihood of any further spread. Individuals living nearby should be immediately warned to avoid handling dead animals, the scientists said. 

They also want increased funding for Ebola vaccines for the great apes, which have already proven successful in monkeys and are showing promise in humans. 

Ebola is one of the world's most virulent viral diseases, killing some 50 percent to 90 percent of all who are infected. 

The virus was first identified in a western equatorial province of Sudan and in a nearby region of the Democratic Republic of Congo in 1976. 

Contaminated bush meat has transferred the deadly virus from animals to people, but scientists are unsure how Ebola is transferred among apes and other animals. 

The renewed concern comes on top of rising fears about the future of the world's great apes and the toll Ebola may be taking of the last remaining population. 

A study published last year in the journal "Nature" warned that illegal hunting and Ebola are decimating gorilla and chimpanzee populations in Western Equatorial Africa. 

That discovery alarmed conservationists because many believed ape populations in these densely forested, remote regions in Gabon and the Republic of Congo, were relatively stable. 

Some 80 percent of wild gorillas and most wild chimpanzees are believed to live in this area of West Africa, but the "Nature" study found that these populations have dropped by at least 50 percent over the past 20 years. 

Habitat destruction remains a major threat - the United Nations Environment Program predicts that less than 10 percent of the remaining wild ape habitat in West Africa will be intact by 2030 if the current level of forest development continues. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                
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State of the Environment  of DPRK.

Xinhua also broadcast the story in Chinese, and with picture. 

Yu Xinchao

 Xinhua Nairobi Branch

UNEP releases first environment report on DPRK NAIROBI, Aug. 27 (Xinhua) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) launched the first ever UN environment assessment of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) on Friday, calling for sustainable development and environmental management in the country.

   According to the report, with relatively rich in water resources, DPRK faces challenges in maintaining water supply and quality.

   In addition, DPRK's reliance on coal for power generation, industrial processes and domestic heating has created serious urban air pollution problems,    "Self-sufficiency in food production has been a national policy aim, however major crop yields fell by almost two thirds during the 1990s", the report said.

   It is "due to land degradation caused by loss of forest, droughts, floods and tidal waves, acidificatio! n due to over use of chemicals, as well as shortages of fertilizer, farm machinery and oil."

   The report concludes that to align socio-economic progress withsustainable development, environmental laws need to be formulated or updated, environmental management mechanisms need to be improved, financial investment must be encouraged.

   Besides, science and technological research needs to be focused on the identified priorities, and environmental monitoring and statistical system need to be set up and their data used as a basis for national planning and policing making.

   The report identifies priority issues related to natural resources like forest, water, air, land and bio-diversity and encourages national planning, policy making as well as financial 

investment from the donor community.

   "By bringing together the available environmental information and identifying priority issues, t! he report will help strengthen monitoring and assessment, policy setting, action planning and resourcing in DPRK," said UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer.

   "The DPRK has shown its willingness to engage with the global community to safeguard its environmental resources and we must respond so it can meet development goals in a sustainable manner,"said Toepfer.

   DPRK officials from 20 different government and academic agencies produced the State of the Environment report with training and guidance from UNEP's assessment office in Bangkok and the United Nations Development Program's office in Pyongyang.

   Toepfer and the head of DPRK's delegation to Nairobi, Ri Hung Sik, the secretary general of the National Coordinating Committee for Environment, also signed a framework agreement to guide joint activities that will further strengthen capacity for environmental

protection.  Enditem
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Taipei Times

GUARDIAN , London 
Sunday, Aug 29, 2004,Page 5 

UN: severe environmental problems in North Korea

North Korea must take urgent action to protect its environment, the UN environment program (UNEP) said Friday, publishing its first report on the deforestation and pollution caused by more than a decade of famine and hardship. 

It said the search for food and fuel had led to the felling of a tenth of the country's trees since 1990, threatening the habitats of rare species and increasing the risk of soil erosion and flooding. 

Although the authors admit that much of the information is old and incomplete, the study and its publication -- both done with the cooperation of the North Korean authorities -- is hailed as a breakthrough. 

Until now the government has either ignored the environment or launched ad hoc measures, such as the campaign for every citizen to walk 10,000 steps a day rather than use buses and trams. 

UNEP's executive director, Klaus Topfer, said: "This country has very severe environmental challenges." 

But he praised the government for making a commitment yesterday to work with the international community to clear up the damage. 
This story has been viewed 452 times. 

Boston  Globe

N. Korea environment in danger, UN warns
By Chris Tomlinson, Associated Press  |  August 28, 2004

NAIROBI, Kenya -- Urgent investment is needed in North Korea to deal with severe environmental problems that have depleted the country's forests, contaminated water supplies, and polluted the air, the head of the UN Environment Program said yesterday.

North Korea ''has very severe environmental challenges, very severe," said Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the Nairobi-based UN Environment Program.

Toepfer spoke after signing an agreement with North Korean officials that would increase cooperation with the UN agency, which is based in Nairobi.

North Korean officials declined to answer any questions at the signing ceremony. Toepfer said they told him they did not want to participate in a news conference that followed the signing.

The agency also released the first-ever UN report on the state of the environment in North Korea yesterday, which revealed how the country's environmental, economic, and political problems have all compounded one another.

''There is a reliance on coal for power generation and domestic heating, and this has created serious urban air pollution problems," Toepfer said.

North Korean officials have said the country is developing nuclear power to meet its electricity needs but has also used the program to develop nuclear weapons, prompting international condemnation and isolation. The UN report recommended investing in renewable energy and cleaner coal-burning technology.

Problems with deforestation and water pollution have also contributed to shortfalls in food production, the UN report said.

The North has depended on outside help to feed its people since 1995. It is still struggling to become self-sufficient because of continuing poor crop yields due to natural disasters, the overuse of chemicals, and shortages of fertilizer, farm machinery, and oil, the UN agency said.

The UN World Food Program said last week the collapse of North Korea's economy has caused food prices to skyrocket so high that some people can't afford what they need to survive.

''There is a huge decrease in crop [production] linked with the devastation of land," Toepfer said. ''They have much more agriculture-related problems in a county with a high dependence on agriculture."

To help remedy the food shortage, the UN Environment Program said farmers should expand use of restorative practices, including tree planting and use of organic fertilizers. Investing in waste-water treatment plants will also help alleviate the country's pollution problems, Toepfer said.

The country's forests have fallen victim to its fast-growing population, which is estimated at more than 24 million. Energy needs, along with natural disasters and efforts to convert forests to farmland have also depleted the forests, the report said.

''North Korea is a water-rich country, but there is a challenge in maintaining the water supply and quality," Toepfer said. The report found that a dozen factories discharge some 39,200 cubic yards of waste each day into the Taedong River running through the capital Pyongyang. [image: image1.png]
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August 30, 2004 Monday

North Korea: U.N releases nation's first enviro assessment

BODY:


Development pressure in North Korea is threatening forests and air and water quality, according to a report released last week by the United Nations Development and Environment Programme.

The report, completed last year with the help of North Korean officials, was released after North Korea signed an agreement with the United Nations last week to help protect its environment. 

It is the first United Nations report to assess environmental conditions in North Korea.

The country "has shown its willingness to engage with the global community to safeguard its environmental resources and we must respond so it can meet development goals in a sustainable manner," said U.N. Environmental Program Executive Director Klaus Toepfer in a statement.

According to the report, North Korea's forests are being lost to development, increased firewood consumption, fire, insects and drought. The country's dependence on coal, already identified as the source of air pollution problems, is projected to increase fivefold by 2020. In addition, sewage and industrial pollution threaten rivers (Burt Herman, AP/San Francisco Chronicle online, Aug. 27).

The report recommends stopping deforestation as the No. 1 priority and calls for "the urgent need for clean coal combustion and exhaust gas purification technologies, energy efficiency and renewable energy alternatives." The report concludes that "The conflict between socioeconomic progress and a path of truly sustainable development is likely to be further aggravated unless emerging issues can be settled in time" (Alex Kirby, BBC News online, Aug. 27).

Click here to download a copy of the report. -- TE
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Financial Express
August 30, 2004

Policy on eco tourism is the need of the hour

BODY:


Worldwide eco tourism is becoming popular, adding to the growth in the global economy and boosting the tourism sector. This concept of eco tourism includes, rural tourism, ethnic tourism, religious tourism, farm tourism, nature tourism and adventure tourism. Tourism worldwide accounts for 10 per cent of the global GDP generating 8 per cent of employment. The multiplier effects of tourism industry adds new dimensions across different sectors directly and indirectly. In India tourism sector has, of late, started gaining prominence and it has emerged as the third largest foreign exchange earner for the country. With a 14 per cent rise in foreign tourist arrivals in 2003, Indian tourism sector earned $ 3.8 billion in foreign exchange, marking an increase of 33 per cent over the previous year. However, India's share of global tourism market is low at 0.38 per cent. Though, the average stay for tourist in India is one of the highest (about 30 days), yet the spending per day is only $ 40 as compared to $ 83 in Malaysia and $ 252 in Singapore. Evidently this is because of the good and services available in India is cheaper. It is time that the nascent tourism be developed in the country to attract tourists in large numbers. According to an estimate of the World Tourism Organisation (WToO), a middle class beach hotel in a developing country can earn back in a year the entire foreign exchange needed to build and equip it. The value of eco tourism market in developing countries is estimated to be in the range of $ 5 to 10 billion annually. The number of eco tourists is growing by around 20 per cent per annum and is currently estimated to account for about 7 per cent of all international travel expenditure. WToO's tourism satellite account (TSA) has predicted by year 2014, Indian tourism industry would generate economic activity worth Rs 7000 billion, provide employment to 28 million people, contribute Rs 2000 billion to GDP, invest Rs 1660 billion and generate export revenue of Rs 1270 billion. A study done by AF Ferguson & Co on behalf of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (Ficci) said that in India every one million additional visitors can translate into Rs 43 billion revenue generation by the tourism industry. Every additional investment of Rs one million can generate 47 jobs and every direct job created can lead to creation of 11 indirect jobs. The study identified rural tourist circuits like Punjab-Himachal, Rajasthan-Gujarat, UP pilgrim circuit, southern circuit including parts of Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka, tribal belt circuit in Orissa, Chhattisgarh and MP and north-eastern circuit. Vision 2020 for tourism in India states that by the year 2020, total number of persons employed in the tourism sector would be 50 million, contribution of tourism to the national GDP will increase to 7 per cent and number of foreign tourists will increase to 40 million. In this context, a study YES Bank on behalf of Ficci suggests that the sector can get a boost, if all aspects of eco tourism are developed. YES Bank has estimated that there is a subset within eco and rural tourism that is profitable on a stand alone basis and is amenable to commercial financing. YES Bank believes that to promote eco tourism there is a need for good showcase projects and creation of an Eco Tourism Development Fund. Studies on eco tourism brings back to the core issue of sustainability and preservation of nature. Eco tourism should be designed in a manner that lead to destruction of natural eco-system by means of uncontrolled tourism. Sustainability in all forms of livelihood should be adopted. Organic farming and medicinal herbs cultivation should be encouraged in the interest of farm tourism. A decade ago the WTO made a joint declaration with UNEP acknowledging the importance of environmental concerns. In Nov 2000, the eco tourism and sustainable tourism certification workshop was convened by the Institute for Policy Studies at Mohonk Mountain House in New Paltz, New York State. It laid the foundation for creating eco tourism and sustainable tourism certification principles and standards as well as for an international accreditation system under the Mohonk Agreement. Australian government with its focus on eco tourism has embarked eco certification as its flagship programme. It is high time that India should come out with its eco tourism policy which would not only foster eco tourism but also sustainable means of livelihood.

JOURNAL-CODE: WFEX
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BBC Monitoring International Reports
August 30, 2004

KENYA: UN hails inauguration of Somalia's 275-member Parliament

BODY:


parliament inaugurated" published by Kenyan newspaper East African Standard web site on 30 August

The Somali peace process made a major stride yesterday when a Transitional Parliament of 275 members was inaugurated at the United Nations HQ, Gigiri.

This now paves way for the election of the Speaker of the Somali National Assembly after which the country is expected to elect its president.

Vice-President Moody Awori, presided over the inauguration of the Somali Transitional Parliament and told those elected that this is the beginning of the major task of restoring long lasting peace to the country. 

Awori described the occasion as a milestone in the Somali peace process and a major progress in bringing Somalia back to the family of UN.

"The challenge for the realization of the dream now is in your arms," said Awori.

Environment and Natural Resources Minister Kalonzo Musyoka who was last week dropped as the lead mediator in the Somali peace talks basked in the glory when speaker after speaker paid glowing tribute to him for his role in the peace talks.

East Africa and regional Co-operation Minister John Koech replaced him.

The new MPs to the Somali Parliament, observers and members of the IGAD Partners Forum applauded any time Kalonzo's name was mentioned by the speakers.

Awori personally hailed Kalonzo for the key role he had played in the talks as the Minister stood next to him before he concluded his speech.

"He is leaving with satisfaction that he has done a good job and both Ministers Chirau Mwakwere and John Koech can bank on it," he said.

The V-P called on Somalis to support the Transitional Parliament in order to give it a chance to chart the way forward.

He commended the IGAD facilitation committee, IGAD Partners Forum, Somali politicians and clan elders, the European Union, Africa Union and President Mwai Kibaki for their supportive role to the talks. Awori hailed the Transitional Parliament as representative of all the Somali clans and sub-clans and should therefore be in a position to take care of the interests of all Somalia nationals.

"Kenya and the international community as a whole looks forward to a strong, peaceful and united Somali," he said.

The V-P said the newly sworn in MPs should make the Parliament work as a sign of gratitude to those who spent sleepless nights pursuing peace for Somalia.

UNEP Executive Director Dr Klaus Toepfer said it was a historic moment marking the start of bright future while UN Secretary-General Koffi Annan's special envoy to Somali Winstone Tubman said the international community is looking forward to a united Somalia rejoining the UN.

Source: East African Standard web site, Nairobi, in English 30 Aug 04

) BBC Monitoring

JOURNAL-CODE: WBMS
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Canada Free Press

United Nations Report
Here comes the U.N. - again!
by Henry Lamb 

August 30, 2004

Few people know that back in 1970, UNESCO launched an ambitious program to establish a global network of "Biosphere Reserves." This program, called "Man and the Biosphere" (MAB), is not the result of a U.N. treaty; it is simply an agreement among participating nations to manage designated land masses according to principles and strategies dictated by a UNESCO committee.

In the United States, 47 U.N. Biosphere Reserves were designated without the approval of Congress or of any state legislature. While UNESCO continues to expand the global network of 440 reserves in 97 countries, the last three areas to be designated in the U.S. were blocked by local opposition. Proponents of this program were disappointed, but not dissuaded. Here they come, again.

Washington insiders speculate that President Bush rejoined UNESCO in hopes of appeasing his critics, who chastised him for withdrawing from the Kyoto Protocol, and the International Criminal Court. MAB enthusiasts are ecstatic, and are planning a new effort to reinvigorate the MAB program in the United States.

A Biosphere Reserve is a massive land area divided into three zones: core wilderness areas; buffer zones; and a transitional area. The plan is to continually enlarge each of the zones. For example, The Southern Appalachian MAB (SAMAB) was originally designated to be the Smoky Mountains National Park, an area of 517,000 acres. It has now grown to embrace an area stretching from near Birmingham, Alabama to near Roanoke, Virginia. 

Why should local residents be concerned about this program? Because it empowers another layer of non-elected government officials to dictate land use policy. 

Eighty-four percent of the land in SAMAB is privately owned. This fact is an obstacle to MAB planners. Much of the SAMAB program is designed to seduce or coerce state and local governments to impose land use policies that originate with the UNESCO committee in Paris, France. The Strategic Plan - 2002 is a laundry list of "education and outreach" programs promoting sustainable communities and Agenda 21 initiatives.

Each of the 47 Biosphere Reserves has an extensive network of government agencies and environmental groups working to advance strategic plans that conform to the vision of land use policy established by United Nations agencies. 

These policies ignore two fundamental principles that distinguish the United States from most other nations. Private property rights are, or should be, sacred; and public land use policy should be enacted only by elected officials who are directly accountable to the people governed by it.

Both of these principles are anathema to the United Nations, and to the agencies, organizations, and individuals who work to advance Agenda 21, and Biosphere Reserves. They have been successful because they work quietly, behind the pretext of protecting the environment. Working people rarely know what’s happening until after the new policies are in place, when they discover that something they would like to do with their property is already prohibited.

The ultimate goal of the Man and the Biosphere Program is described in the U.N.’s Global Biodiversity Assessment (page 993), which cites the Wildlands Project as "central" to the transformation of "at least half" of the United States into interconnected core wilderness areas so wildlife can move, uninterrupted by humans, from Mexico to Canada. Core wilderness areas are surrounded by buffer zones, which are surrounded by transitional areas where people live, in "sustainable communities." 

Since the Wilderness Act originally designated nine million acres of wilderness in the U.S., the wilderness system has now grown to 106 million acres in 44 states.

The U.N. plan seeks to eventually eliminate all private property so government can manage land use and natural resources to achieve social, economic and environmental equity, which is the essence of "sustainable development." This goal, and the plans to achieve it, are published throughout U.N. literature, particularly in Agenda 21.

The people who implement these programs at the local level rarely admit, or even know, that the policies they embrace are a part of a global plan. When confronted, their response is often ridicule of the questioner, suggesting "blue-helmet conspiracy" paranoia. 

But when confronted with the actual U.N. and federal documents which outline the global plans, Agencies have no explanation, and, as they did in the last three attempts to designate additional Biosphere Reserves in the United States, they abandon the plan, and withdraw to regroup and form another strategy.

Virtually every community in America is under some form of transformation scheme, aimed at imposing the principles and recommendations of Agenda 21. Organized, determined, knowledgeable, local opposition is the only way to stop it.

Henry Lamb is the executive vice president of the Environmental Conservation Organization (ECO), and chairman of Sovereignty International 
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Reuters

Bush Orders New 'Cooperative' Environmental Policy


WASHINGTON - President Bush ordered five federal agencies last week to give state, local and tribal governments, private institutions and individuals more of a say in environmental policy. 

In what some environmentalists rejected as a campaign ploy, Bush signed an executive order instituting a policy of "cooperative conservation" between the federal government and local parties on the broad issues of environmental protection and use of natural resources. 

The order directed the departments of the Interior, Agriculture, Commerce, and Defense, and the Environmental Protection Agency to "properly accommodate" local participation in decision-making and take private landowner interests into account while pursuing programs, projects and activities. 

Accompanying the order was a presidential statement that sought to compare the new cooperative policy with grass-roots environmental movements that ushered in the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act a generation ago. 

"Over the last three decades, we have made remarkable progress, working together to meet our conservation goals and improve the quality of our air and water," Bush said in the statement. 

The White House issued the executive order and statement as Bush traveled through New Mexico on a campaign swing. 

Sierra Club Executive Director Carl Pope, one of Bush's environmental critics, dismissed the measure as an election-year stunt. 

"This executive order, issued at a campaign appearance in a battleground state, will do about as much for conservation as George Bush's 'compassionate conservatism' has done for compassion," Pope said. 

Bush, a Republican, built his 2000 presidential campaign around "compassionate conservatism," promising to address social issues like education that had been largely Democratic agenda items, but critics say Bush has not followed through. 

Other environmentalists expressed concern that Thursday's ordered changes would weaken environmental protections and give private interest a new hand in writing land-use policy. 

"It seems like another way to allow unfettered access to lands by private industries," Rob Perks, spokesman for the Natural Resources Defense Council. 

Bush's order also requires agency heads to provide an annual progress report to the chairman of the White House Council on Environmental Quality. The order also directed the council to host a White House Conference on Cooperative Conservation within a year. 

Story by David Morgan 

Story Date: 31/8/2004 
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China ready with one exception

By David J. Lynch, USA TODAY

BEIJING ? Greek officials may have finished their Olympic preparations in the nick of time. But few expect a similar last-minute scramble four years from now when Beijing hosts the 2008 Games. In fact, the Chinese capital is so far ahead of schedule, it's slowing construction of some of its major

Olympic venues. Now, instead of completing all its new sports venues two years in advance, organizers aim to finish in 2007.

  A man and his cart travel near a coal-burning factory and power plant in Beijing in 1999.

Stephen Shaver, AFP

But Beijing's global coming-out party is threatened by one thing: The city's often atrocious air quality. In 2001, when it won the rights to host the next Olympics, China promised a "Green Olympics." Unless more is done to scrub the air, however, the next quadrennial gathering of the world's top athletes may become the "Gray Games."

"They still face a pretty significant challenge ... I was just there for 10 days in May. I thought (the air) was as bad as I'd ever seen it," said Elizabeth Economy, author of a new book on China's environment.

China's pell-mell economic development has left a legacy of foul air and brackish water across its major cities. Thick with noxious sulfur dioxide, carbon monoxide and nitrogen dioxide, Beijing's air is among the most

polluted in the world, according to the World Health Organization.

On bad days, visibility is near zero and the air gives off the sour scent of sulfur. The pollution is generally at its worst from November to April, when men pedal three-wheeled carts through the streets selling the high-sulfur coal burned for heat in some city-center homes. But year round, a fine tan film collects on exposed surfaces such as cars, windowsills and lungs.

Recognizing the urgency of a pre-Olympics cleanup, Chinese officials have made significant progress in the past several years. They've moved some of the city's polluting factories to distant provinces, begun switching to cleaner coal and natural gas and launched new mass-transit projects.

Yet the challenge of achieving cleaner air while the city simultaneously enjoys an economic boom is enormous. Soaring car sales have filled the streets with more than 2 million vehicles; the total is expected to exceed 3 million by 2008.

And judging from the latest environmental data, the city appears to be backsliding. The first half of this year, Beijing's air was slightly dirtier than the same period in 2003, according to government figures. The

city reported "good" air quality on 57% of the days, failing to meet its 62% goal. (Beijing scores air quality on a 1-to-5 scale with 1 being excellent and 5 heavily polluted.) Compared with the previous year ? the best on record ? the city recorded five fewer degree 2, or "good," days.

By the time the Olympics open in 2008, the city wants to have good air 80% of the time.

That can't happen soon enough for the city's athletes. "On the days that the air quality is not really good, especially after running for a long distance, I feel short of breath," says Fu Xi, an 18-year-old distance

runner. "A few years ago after I ran, I'd be coughing up thick phlegm."

Zhao Yanni, 31, sees the tangible costs of the city's bad air every day at Beijing University Hospital, where she treats victims of respiratory illness.

Many suffer from chronic illnesses linked to heavily polluted air, such as bronchitis or pulmonary fibrosis.

But an increasing number of patients are afflicted with lung cancer, a disease normally associated with habitual cigarette smoking. As examples, Zhao cited the case of a 36-year-old non-smoker, the youngest lung cancer

sufferer she's treated. Another non-smoker, a 41-year-old man, was diagnosed with the same illness and then died one month later.

For decades, Beijing residents lived alongside factories whose tall smokestacks belched pollutants into the air above their homes. Even today, the city skyline is a mix of modern glass towers, aging concrete apartment

blocks and industrial chimneys.

As part of its anti-pollution drive, the municipal government has moved some factories outside the city limits. But many remain, including coal-fired power plants near downtown that spew sulfur dioxide. Perhaps the

biggest air pollution culprit remains the massive Capital Iron and Steel Works.

Known in Chinese as the Shougang Group, the almost 6-square-mile facility was outside the city when it opened in 1919. But as Beijing has grown into a capital of 14 million people, its neighborhoods encircled the site. Located just 11 miles west of Tiananmen Square, the symbolic city center, Capital Steel on many days blows its emissions across most of Beijing.

The giant steel works' plight illustrates the complexities of Beijing's drive to eliminate sources of air pollution. The group's close links to the Chinese state are evident just inside the front gate, where there is a

giant color portrait of former Chinese general secretary Jiang Zemin.  Nearby, a familiar Jiang exhortation ? "Keep Pace With The Times" ? is emblazoned in foot-high, bright red characters.

To curb pollution, Shougang last year relocated one steel foundry to neighboring Hebei province. Future plans are uncertain. The central government wants to move all of the steel-making operations to Hebei by 2006, according to Chinese press reports.

But there has been resistance. Factory managers want to keep their headquarters and non-steel operations on the current site. The factory contributes about $725 million to Beijing in taxes and social services, including running schools and hospitals for the group's workers and their families.

So relocating the steel works is a sensitive topic. The State Environmental Protection Administration two years ago asked Ma Zhong, an environmental specialist at People's University, to study the feasibility of moving the

facility. "Very quickly we were told the study would not be continued because of other considerations," he said.

For the Chinese government, the issue of Beijing's air goes beyond public health or environmental considerations. From 1952 to 1980, during its years of self-imposed Maoist isolation, China didn't compete in the Olympics. The leadership's goal is to restore China to the global prominence it enjoyed for centuries before falling into disarray in the mid-19th century. So the Olympics need to be seen as an undiluted success.

The resulting mixture of determination and desperation prompted city officials to paint the grass green near Tiananmen Square when they were courting Olympic officials.

As the Athens Games wind down and Greek officials prepare to hand Beijing Mayor Wang Qishan the Olympic flag on Sunday, Beijing officials are intensifying efforts to guarantee that Olympians will see clear blue skies in 2008.

They've adopted tough European auto-emissions standards, urged refineries to produce higher quality gasoline and announced plans to overhaul 10,000 taxis. They're fielding electric buses and plan to clean rooftops and

streets.

But if, despite Herculean efforts, the air remains clouded in the days before the 2008 Games, environmental experts say the city can take dramatic action aimed at garnering only short-term gains.

Some speak of factories being ordered to close and drivers told to leave their cars at home for the duration of the Games.

"There is no way the Beijing leadership will allow itself to be embarrassed," Economy says. "They will make sure the city is green and the air is clean."

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Organization to promote environmental study
China Daily 2004-08-31

A new science organization is expected to help the research on how human activities and environmental changes affect each other. The Chinese National Committee for International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change will also link between Chinese scientists and the international science community. At the same time it will push forward domestic study and discussion, while providing information and consultations for national and regional sustainable development strategies. It will also participate in developing major national and international co-operation projects and help raise public awareness on environmental protection. …Involvement in the network is good for China's strategy on sustainable development, said Liu Yanhua, chairman of the committee and Vice Minister of the Ministry of Science and Technology. Liu said although research on global environmental change has been going on in China for years, the scientists mostly focused on natural sciences and there is a lack of research sharing between the two fields of natural science and humanities. The committee aims to help bridge that gap. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-08/31/content_370206.htm
ASEAN-China Environmental Policy Dialogue held in Sanya, China

China Environment News 2004-08-31

ASEAN-China Environmental Policy Dialogue was held in Sanya city, Hannan Province of P.R.China during 16-20 August 2004. Environment officials and experts from China and the other 10 member countries of ASEAN participated in the meeting. Mr. Zhu Guoyao, Vice Minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) attended and delivered a speech in the meeting. Environmental education and environment-friendly technologies were identified as two priority areas for cooperation in the meeting. 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

UAE

Senegal seeks RCS help to fight locusts

Senegalese Charge d’Affaires Choup Charno has said that a swarm of locusts was threatening the current year crops in his country and the problem could lead to a famine if the international environment and agriculture agencies didn’t intervene quickly. 

'“Senegal pins high hopes on the prompt response from the international community to its appeals for assistance to fight the menace,” he said during a visit to the UAE Red Crescent Society (RCS) yesterday where he was received by Mohammed Habroush, Deputy Secretary-General for Finance and Administration

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/august/theuae_august720.xml
Yemen

Oman

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bahrain

MPs to probe Tubli Bay tourism plan

PLANS to develop Tubli Bay and turn it into a tourist attraction will be discussed at parliament, when it reopens for its third session in October.

MP Yousif Al Hermi said he will present a proposal which aims to develop the bay, ban reclamation and punish those who litter and illegally dump industrial waste to protect the fragile ecosystem at the bay. 

"This bay is an important breeding and feeding area for different marine creatures and essential to Bahrain's ecosystem," he explained.

"It should be protected by the government and should not be reclaimed at all." 

Mr Al Hermi said his proposal includes constructing family cafes, walking paths and other facilities that would attract citizens to enjoy different attractions in Bahrain rather than travel abroad on holiday. 

"There are no walking paths throughout Manama and the government should start building them for the people," he added. 

"More trees should also be planted to attract more birds to the area." 

Mr Al Hermi said land surrounding the bay, which has been reclaimed for development and which was owned by people, should be repossessed by the government. 

In return, he said the government should compensate the land-owners by giving them land plots in other areas in Bahrain. 

"I hope that the parliament and government support this proposal as Tubli Bay should be protected for the future generations," added Mr Al Hermi. "There should also be support from different environmental societies in Bahrain for this plan

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=90446&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27163

Yemen

Research center claims waters unpolluted, despite reports of ship ballast dumping

Responding to growing concerns about massive fish kills observed on Yemen’s coasts, the Marine Science Research Center in Aden reported last week that Yemen’s regional waters are free from pollution affecting the marine environment. 

Questions are being raised, however, about the accuracy of the findings, particularly since the dumping of contaminated ballast water from oil tankers is believed to be a common occurrence in Yemen’s territorial waters.

Deputy General Director of the center Saleh Awadh said the recent mass death of fish seen on Yemen’s shores has been because of the coldness of the water, and the southeasterly winds that are driving the fishes out to the shore, where they perish. 

“When winds get stronger, water gets colder and oxygen decreases in the water, a matter that forces fish to come out of the depths of the sea and approach the shores, where they die,” he said.

The claim was immediately questioned by Al-Ghaydah-based environmental expert Khaled Al-Haj, head of the governorate’s agriculture office, who noted that in addition to massive fish kills in recent months stretching along the Hadhramaut and Al-Mahra coasts, unusually high numbers of sea turtles have also been found dead.

“The changing oxygen levels should have absolutely no effect on sea turtles, which are air-breathing,” he said, noting that turtles range thousands of kilometers in the open sea through a number of temperature zones.

“Something else is killing them,” he said, “either in the water itself or in the food they eat.”

Lifelong fishermen in the area have complained to Al-Haj that they have never seen fish kills in such extreme levels. At Sharma-Jathmun, a major nesting area for sea turtles about 150 km east of Al-Mukalla, beaches are littered with the rotting corpses of black sole, while on beaches near the Hawf nature preserve in Al-Mahara, thousands of dead white perch have washed ashore.

Alarming numbers of dead sea turtles have also been observed at both locations.

“We see the lights of the tankers offshore at night,” he said, “we know these ships are out there.” Environmental NGOs in Sana’a and the Ministry of Environment have meanwhile both issued reports indicating that tankers are dumping their dirty ballast water of Yemen’s shores.

While that alone isn’t enough to provide a conclusive answer about the cause of the fish kills, some would argue neither are the findings of the Marine Science Research Institute.

When representatives came to Al-Mahara to investigate the reports of massive fish deaths, the researchers brought no testing equipment, nor did they take samples. They simply looked at the fish on the beach and then announced their assessment, locals allege.

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1814.html
Oman

Contractors asked to speed up work on Oman projects

A call has gone out to contractors executing public service projects to speed up and finish their work in the stipulated timeframes. 

The plea came from Minister of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources Shaikh Abdullah bin Salim Al Rowas during a meeting with representatives of contracting companies here on Saturday. 

He also told them to discuss openly obstacles that delayed projects, adding that they must first make sure that they were capable of executing projects as per specifications before making their bids to “avoid delays in implementation which harm citizens’ interests.” 

Shaikh Abdullah noted that it was important for companies to coordinate in advance with officials in charge of environment protection and nature conservation “to ensure wildlife is not negatively impacted.” The minister later visited a number of project sites. 

 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2004/august/middleeast_august780.xml
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Darfur’s displaced remain traumatized and at risk of rape, harassment – UN official

*
Groundbreaking agreement allows UN food aid to cross Libya bound for Chad

*
Witnesses accuse rebels of carrying out Burundi massacre, Annan says

*
Annan voices deep concern at weekend series of deadly bombings in Afghanistan

*
No casualties after blast apparently targets election workers in Afghanistan

*
World’s biggest drive against intestinal worms reaches 4.5 million Afghan kids

*
Iraqi officials seek UN help in rehabilitating Najaf and Sadr city

*
Nigeria and Cameroon discuss handover of Bakassi Peninsula

*
Sanctions on al-Qaida must be upgraded or risk irrelevancy, UN panel chief says

*
UN team arrives in Cyprus to review mandate of long-running peace mission

*
Prosecutors state genocide case against former Rwandan army officer at UN court

*
UNESCO chief condemns murders of two more journalists

*
On International Day of Disappeared UN launches call for action 

*
Italian Major-General named new UN Chief Military Observer in India-Pakistan 

*
China: UNICEF head gets first hand look at health and education deficit in Tibet

* * * *
Sudan

30 August – The displaced inhabitants of the Sudanese region of Darfur are traumatized and humiliated, and remain at constant risk of rape, violence and pressure to return to their homes, a United Nations humanitarian official told reporters today after visiting the war-torn area.

Dennis McNamara, the Director of the UN’s Internal Displacement Division, told a press conference in Nairobi, Kenya, that rape and sexual violence against women and girls in Darfur was an immense problem.

He made his remarks on the day that the Security Council deadline arrived for the Sudanese Government to show that it is giving Darfur’s vast population of internally displaced persons (IDPs) better protection and it is disarming the militias accused of attacking civilians.

This Thursday, Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, will brief the Security Council on his findings of whether Khartoum is making progress in its pledges. Tonight he is expected to present his report on the issue to Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

In Nairobi, Mr. McNamara said there was a chronic lack of protection for Darfur’s estimated 1.2 million IDPs. He said the Sudanese Government was continuing to pressure the IDPs to leave their makeshift camps and return to the homes they fled because of earlier attacks by the notorious Janjaweed militias.

Mr. McNamara said Khartoum’s harassment was still occurring despite the efforts of officials from the UN, the African Union (AU) and many non-governmental organizations (NGOs) operating in Darfur – a vast, impoverished region in Sudan’s remote west – to stop it.

Women are frequently attacked and sexually assaulted as they leave IDP camps to collect firewood, and they say their attackers are Janjaweed, Mr. McNamara added.

Many women are unable to receive hospital treatment for their injuries because they do not report the rapes to police out of shame and fear.

In other developments on Sudan:

· Political negotiations, which have resumed in Abuja, Nigeria, between Khartoum and the two Darfur rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), will continue for the rest of the week. The talks will focus on humanitarian concerns, security, political issues, and social and economic affairs.

· The Head of Operations for the Sudan situation for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Jean-Marie Fakhouri, said the estimated 200,000 Darfur refugees living in neighbouring Chad cannot return home until security improves. He warned that more Sudanese could flee across the border.

· The Sudanese Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), which are holding talks to end their 21-year civil war in Sudan’s south, have signed a UN-organized agreement on dealing with the region’s vast amount of land mines.

* * *

Sudan

28 August  – A convoy of trucks carrying the first consignment of emergency food aid across the Sahara desert for Sudanese refugees in Chad left the Libyan town of Al Kohfra today, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) announced.

The delivery is part of a groundbreaking agreement between the agency and the Tripoli Government to help feed 1.4 million people displaced by fighting in the Darfur region of western Sudan.

The convoy of 20 trucks carrying 440 tons of wheat flour bought with a Swiss donation began its 2,000-kilometre trek across the Sahara after a ceremony attended by dignitaries in Al Kohfra, an ancient trading post on the edge of the Sahara. The shipment is expected to take another two weeks to reach the refugee camps in Chad.

“The epic journey - mainly through desert - provides a lifeline to the Sudanese refugees and once again demonstrates the huge logistical obstacles which WFP and other aid agencies must overcome to reach landlocked eastern Chad,” said WFP’s Ramiro Lopes da Silva.

“The Libyan corridor is a real breakthrough for WFP as we battle against the rains and the clock to feed these refugees,” he added.

The new route will allow the agency to move hundreds of extra tons of food each month to camps housing over 165,000 Sudanese driven from their homes in Darfur. An estimated 9,000 more refugees are near the border awaiting transfer to camps.

WFP Chief of Staff Mike Stayton hailed the WFP-Libya agreement, which was signed last month. “The significance of opening this ‘gateway to Africa’ for humanitarian supplies is enormous,” he said, saying it will provide a “vitally needed corridor” for Central Africa for relief aid.

“We are greatly encouraged by this cooperation and hope to build a long-term humanitarian partnership with Libya,” Mr. Stayton added.

Until now, WFP has been transporting most food aid via the port of Douala in Cameroon, but heavy rains render many of Chad’s roads unusable, blocking the movement of food for hours or days at a time. The most direct route from the Chadian capital, N’djamena, to the refugee sites is impassable for much of the rainy season. Near the camps, flash floods have swallowed up several of four-wheel drive vehicles and trucks belonging to aid agencies.

The Libyan corridor will allow year-round access to refugee camps in Chad, and to make food transport more efficient and secure. The route also provides a potential link to the estimated 1.5 million people affected by the conflict in Darfur itself.

* * * 
Burundi

30 August – While two United Nations missions probe the mid-August massacre at the Gatumba refugee camp in Burundi, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a report released today that eyewitnesses blamed a rebel group from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), along with Rwandan elements, saying the Burundian rebels who claimed responsibility for the slaughter were elsewhere at the time.

In his first quarterly report on the UN Operation in Burundi (UNOB), the Secretary-General recalls that Burundi’s National Liberation Front (FNL) immediately claimed responsibility for the 13 August massacre of 160 minority Congolese Tutsi, or Banyamulenge, refugees in the Great Lakes country.

But “eyewitnesses reported to ONUB that FNL had actually attacked a nearby FAB (Burundi Armed Forces) base, while Congolese Mayi-Mayi and FDLR (Rwandan ex-FAR/Interahamwe) elements carried out the Gatumba massacre,” he says.

“FNL later stated that it had attacked the refugee camp as an act of retaliation for the support armed Banyamulenge refugees had provided to FAB forces when attacked by FNL. For its part, FDLR has denied any involvement in the attack.”

The Secretary-General voices concern that the massacre could be followed by heightened ethnic tensions, and calls on the parties “not to let this horrific incident set them back after years of progress towards peace and development.” He stresses the need to ensure that all groups in Burundi are able to participate meaningfully in the Government and economy.

The political parties of Burundi’s minority Tutsi population have proposed revising the August 2000 Arusha Agreement and later peace pacts by replacing two vice-presidents from different ethnic groups with one veto-wielding Tutsi vice-president, according to the report. They would also replace the required 30 per cent of legislative representatives from other ethnic groups in their parties with Tutsis.

“It should be noted that by law political parties must be ethnically mixed; that is, every party must have a 30 per cent minimum representation of each ethnic group,” Mr. Annan says.

Elections had been scheduled to take place by 31 October, but President Domitien Ndayizeye’s Cabinet has sought to postpone them for a year.

The proposal was welcomed by Vice-President Alphonse-Marie Kadege’s Union pour le progress national (UPRONA), but rejected by the Conseil national pour la defense de la democratie-Forces pour la defense de la democratie (CNDD-FDD) and Jean Minani’s Front pour la democratie au Burundi (FRODEBU), Mr. Annan says.

“ONUB has encouraged the parties to separate the technical aspects of electoral planning from the political negotiation, in order to move forward with the organization of elections,” he says.

With Burundi’s security sector reforms and election preparations falling behind schedule, by the end of last month donors had contributed less than $10 million of the $156 million in assessed contributions the UN General Assembly approved for ONUB, Mr. Annan says.

Again, of the $21 million election budget recommended by ONUB and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and welcomed by donors, only $1 million from UNDP has come in, he adds.

* * *

Afghanistan

30 August – Noting the high death toll from the two explosions in Afghanistan over the weekend, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced his deep concern at the continuing violent attacks on the country’s electoral process.

Ten people, including nine children, were reported killed after an explosion on Saturday tore through a religious school in Paktia province, southeast of the capital, Kabul. Then, at least nine people died following a car bombing in Kabul itself yesterday, according to press reports.

The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) also reported that a vehicle of the Joint Electoral Management Body (JEMB) was struck by an improvised explosive on Saturday in Nangarhar province, east of Kabul. No one was hurt in that attack.

Mr. Annan “is particularly troubled by the high toll of dead and wounded, including children,” he said in a statement released by his spokesman at UN Headquarters in New York.

The Secretary-General urged the Afghan Government, the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force for Afghanistan (ISAF), and the Coalition forces to take all necessary safety and security measures to protect people working towards the election process.

As many as 10 million Afghans are due to go to the polls on 9 October to select a president, and then return next April to cast their ballots for members of national and regional parliaments.

But there have been a series of bombings directed at electoral workers and the electoral process generally since a voter registration campaign began last December.

* * *

Afghanistan

29 August – As polling officials in Afghanistan began training today for the country’s upcoming elections, the United Nations temporarily stopped road missions to Rodat District in Nangarhar province after a blast apparently targeted election workers there.

There were no casualties and only minor material damage when a vehicle of the Joint Electoral Management Body (JEMB) was hit by an improvised explosive device on Saturday, UN spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told reporters in Kabul today.

Citing preliminary reports, he said the device “had a remote-controlled system and it seems that it could have targeted this JEMB vehicle.”

The standard suspension of UN missions to the area will remain pending a complete assessment.

Measures to improve security are underway in Jalalabad, meanwhile, where the cantonment of heavy weapons was slated to start today. In that city and in Kabul, some 13,780 officers and soldiers have been disarmed, including 12,350 currently being reintegrated into civilian life, Mr. de Almeida e Silva said.

* * *

Afghanistan

30 August – For a cost of less than half a million dollars, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has completed its largest-ever campaign to fight intestinal worms, treating more than 4.5 million children in Afghanistan against the biggest cause of disease in young children in the developing world.

WFP Deputy Country Director for Afghanistan Michael Jones described the programme – which was conducted with the help of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Organization (WHO) and Afghan government ministries – as an “incredible achievement.”

“Not only because it has been organized for the first time, but also because it has been done in Afghanistan, a country whose needs are as huge as its challenges,” Mr. Jones said in a statement last week.

The de-worming campaign is estimated to have reached more than 90 per cent of the targeted children – between the ages of six and 12 – and cost $476,000, or just over 10 cents per child.

More than 400 million children around the world are known to be affected by worms, which ranks as the greatest cause of disease in both infants and school-age children. A study last year showed that nearly 50 per cent of Afghan schoolchildren were infected by one or more types of intestinal worms.

The sometimes fatal disease can cause stunting, weight loss, anaemia and learning difficulties, as well as reduce physical fitness and increase susceptibility to other infections.

Using about 7,000 schools around the country, officials treated children with de-worming drugs and gave advice about hygiene and health awareness. A follow-up campaign focusing on Afghanistan’s cities is scheduled for November.

* * *

Iraq

30 August – Iraqi officials today sought United Nations help in rehabilitating urban areas hard-hit by recent clashes, including Najaf and Baghdad’s Sadr city.

Iraq’s Minister of Planning and Development, Mahdi al Hafez, relayed the request during a meeting with the Deputy UN Special Representative for Iraq, Ross Mountain, who arrived in Baghdad on Sunday evening.

Mr. al Hafez voiced appreciation for the level of coordination between the UN and Iraq, noting that many rehabilitation projects – focusing on water, electricity, education and health – are already receiving financial support from the UN Development Group Trust Fund for Iraq.

Mr. Mountain was later briefed on Iraq’s electoral process by Carlos Valenzuela, the head of the UN Electoral Team in the country, who said he will soon accompany members of the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq to the north to discuss polling preparations for the election of the Kurdistan National Assembly.

In other meetings today, Human Rights Office Elio Tamburi discussed the promotion of the rule of law in the war-ravaged country with Bakhtiar Amin, the Minister of Human Rights, who said plans are underway for Iraq to ratify the Convention against Torture.

* * *

Cameroon/Nigeria

30 August – Nigerian and Cameroonian delegates to a United Nations commission have met to discuss the peaceful implementation of a October 2002 World Court ruling ceding the formerly disputed, mineral-rich Bakassi Peninsula to Cameroon by 15 September, the UN Office for West Africa (UNOWA) said.

Senior Minister Amadou Ali of Cameroon and Prince Bola Ajibola of Nigeria met on Sunday with UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative and UNOWA chief Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah to ensure the peaceful handover of the peninsula in accordance with the International Court of Justice’s (ICJ) ruling.

Observers from the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission have been monitoring the situation, but “peace and security prevail,” and the Nigerian delegate re-affirmed Cameroon’s sovereignty over the area, according to UNOWA.

Cross-border projects, confidence-building measures and environmental and economic issues were scheduled to be discussed at a later date, before the deadline.

In November 2002, Mr. Annan set up the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission at the request of the two nations’ presidents. Troops were withdrawn and authority was transferred in the Lake Chad area at the northeastern end of the border in December 2003, the first step in the handover.

Historically, Britain handed the peninsula to Germany during the 19th century despite a treaty of protection between Britain and the local rulers.

The ICJ found that Cameroon, a former German colony, held the pre-existing title recognized by international law as a result of a border delimitation described in the Anglo-German Agreement of 11 March 1913. Germany’s West African colonies were ruled under British and French mandates after World War I and independent Nigeria earlier recognized Cameroon’s sovereignty over Bakassi, it said.

On the other hand, the September 1884 Treaty of Protection between Britain and the Kings and Chiefs of Old Calabar failed to specify “the territory to which the British Crown was to extend ‘gracious favour and protection’” and did not indicate “the territories over which each of the Kings and Chiefs signatory to the Treaty exercised his powers.”

* * *

Al-Qaida

30 August – With al-Qaida-related terrorism posing as great a threat as ever, the head of the United Nations committee monitoring sanctions against the group today called for “pressing on the accelerator a lot more” to strengthen steps to cut off financing and prevent the terrorists from obtaining a dirty bomb or other means of mass destruction.

“We need to be ahead of the terrorists – not behind them – and they have had a great deal of flexibility to adapt to our sanctions,” Chilean Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz, Chairman of a UN Security Council Committee monitoring sanctions against al-Qaida and the Taliban, told a news conference in New York on a new report by the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team.

“We are at a critical juncture,” he warned. “We either strengthen the sanctions regime that the UN Security Council has implemented or we risk those sanctions falling into irrelevancy.”

The report recommended strengthening the sanctions, which were first imposed in response to the indictment of Usama bin Laden for the 1998 terrorist bombings of United States embassies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam. Mr. Muñoz said his committee would pass the monitoring team’s recommendations on to the Security Council for action.

“We need to press the accelerator a lot more. We did in January. We advanced a great deal,” Mr. Muñoz said of earlier recommendations. “But I think we were too timid and I think this report underlines the need to go in the direction that nobody went that nobody explored in January. We need definitely to have the Security Council make a pronouncement on these recommendations.”

Among the team’s proposals is the need to design effective measures to curb al-Qaida’s ability to construct non-conventional bombs to cause mass casualties, including chemical, biological or radioactive devices. The team said it would join with other international bodies to assess the availability of components or expertise for such weapons and make appropriate recommendations.

It also said it would make proposals to curb the flow of funding, which together with the arms embargo and a travel ban are among the major sanctions aimed at hamstringing al-Qaida terrorists.

“Even though a great deal needs to be done, we want do win the struggle against terrorism, but we are far yet from achieving that goal,” Mr. Muñoz said, adding that there was no other international body except the UN Security Council that is up to the task. “The best way to work is through concerted multilateral action,” he declared.

* * *

Cyprus

30 August – As the United Nations prepares to reappraise its activities in Cyprus, officials of the world body have arrived on the island to review the peacekeeping operation there, a UN spokesman reported today.

Members of the New York-based team, which is looking into the mandate, troop levels and concept of operation of the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP), began work this morning at the mission’s headquarters in Nicosia, spokesman Stephane Dujarric said.

The team also plans to meet with representatives of the two sides in the course of the week.

The team is led by Wolfgang Weisbrod Weber, of the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations, and includes representatives from the Department of Political Affairs, the UN Civilian Police Office and the Military Adviser’s Office. 

UNFICYP was set up in 1964 to prevent further fighting between the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot communities. After the hostilities of 1974, the mission’s responsibilities were expanded. The Force remains on the island to supervise ceasefire lines, maintain a buffer zone and undertake humanitarian activities.

In April, Greek Cypriot voters rejected a plan that would have created a United Cyprus Republic, composed of a Greek Cypriot constituent state and a Turkish Cypriot constituent state linked by federal government. Although endorsed by Turkish Cypriot voters, the plan could not be adopted without acceptance on both sides.

In a subsequent report to the Security Council, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said this watershed event would prompt a comprehensive review of UNFICYP.

* * *

Rwanda

30 August – Prosecutors accused a former Rwandan army officer of playing a key role in the murder of thousands of people when his trial on charges of genocide and other war crimes opened today at the United Nations tribunal set up after the orgy of killings that engulfed the small African nation in 1994.

Deputy Prosecutor Bongani Majola told three judges of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), which sits in Arusha, Tanzania, that Lt.-Col. Aloys Simba, helped plan, order and carry out the massacre of thousands of Tutsis and politically moderate Hutus in two provinces in southern Rwanda.

Mr. Majola said that even though the 61-year-old suspect had retired from the army in 1988, he acted in 1994 as if he was still in office, wearing military uniform, riding in military vehicles and using his influence and prestige as a former lawmaker in the Rwandan parliament and wealthy citizen in one of his country’s poorest areas.

The notorious Interahamwe militias, communal police and civilians who participated in the massacres in Gikongoro and Butare prefectures that year all fell under his authority, according to Mr. Majola.

The prosecution also alleges Mr. Simba held influence because of his friendship with President Juvenal Habyarimana, whose death in a still unexplained plane crash on 6 April set off almost three months of brutal massacres.

Mr. Majola added that Mr. Simba personally shot and killed unarmed Tutsi civilians who were trying to flee from the killers, and appeared at massacre sites to re-supply local militias with fresh weapons.

Before and during the killings Mr. Simba is further alleged to have told Tutsis to flee the country and made clear his desire to wipe out the Tutsi population at public rallies and meetings.

Mr. Simba, who was arrested in November 2001 in Senegal, has pleaded not guilty to charges of genocide, complicity in genocide, and two crimes against humanity: extermination and murder.

Estimates vary but as many as 800,000 people, nearly entirely Tutsis and moderate Hutus, were murdered in Rwanda between April and June 1994.

* * *

UNESCO

30 August – In his ongoing campaign to protect journalists as an essential pillar of democracy, the rule of law and human rights, the head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has condemned the murder of two more reporters, voicing outrage at the increased targeting of media professionals. 

Italian reporter Enzo Baldoni, accredited by the Milan weekly Diario, was kidnapped in Iraq on 20 August and reported executed last week in a video delivered to the Arab television channel Aljazeera. He was one 51 journalists and media workers killed in Iraq in the past 17 months, making the conflict one of the bloodiest for the profession, according to the International News Safety Institute.

Bangladeshi organized crime reporter Kamal Hossain of the daily Ajker Kagoj was the third journalist murdered in the south Asian country this year according to the non-governmental organization Reporters without Borders, which said there had been four cases of assault on reporters since 13 August and that 60 journalists had received threats over the past month.

“I condemn this flagrant disregard for civilian lives and for the most fundamental human values,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said of Mr. Baldoni’s murder. “The cold-blooded sacrifice of journalists who are committed to their professional duty to inform the public in difficult conditions, and of their co-workers, shows indescribable cynicism.” 

Paying tribute to the courage and dedication of Iraqi and international journalists and their collaborators, he added: “It is encouraging to see that the profession’s commitment remains unflagging despite the heavy death toll. The free flow of information is essential for democracy and I call for every possible measure to be taken to enable journalists to continue carrying out their work in conditions of improved safety.” 

Of Mr. Hossain, Mr. Matsuura said: “The fact that criminals are resorting to brutal acts to muzzle the voice of the media highlights the profession’s importance for transparency, democracy and the rule of law. I am alarmed at the heavy tribute being levied on media professionals in Bangladesh and I applaud their commitment to public information and freedom of expression.”

Over the past several months Mr. Matsuura has issued numerous condemnations of the murder of journalists in various countries, calling them an attack on society as a whole.

* * *

Disappeared

30 August – Noting that the enforced disappearance of people around the globe continues unabated and is even growing in some countries, the United Nations today marked International Day of the Disappeared with an appeal to all governments to take preventive action and end impunity for the responsible security forces and armed bands.

The UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances expressed particular concern over the situation in Nepal, where the number of alleged disappearances has risen to 130 for the first half of 2004 as compared to 18 for all of 2003, Russia with more than 270 cases, and Colombia where more than 890 cases remain to be clarified.

In UN-administered Kosovo where some 3,000 people are missing in the wake of ethnic fighting between Serbs and Albanians, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Søren Jessen-Petersen called for the enhanced cooperation of every organisation.

“Where are they?” he asked in a message on the Day. “Far more should be done to shed light on the fate of missing persons. All those involved in issues relating to missing persons must speak with one voice to exert pressure at every level so that the process of identification is accelerated. It is clear that not enough is being done to ease the suffering of the affected families.”

The Geneva-based Working Group noted that while in the past disappearances were mainly associated with the State policies of authoritarian regimes, they now occur in the context of much more complex situations of internal conflict generating violence, humanitarian crises, and human rights violations.

“The Working Group calls upon all governments to take action to prevent disappearances, and in particular to end the practice of secret detentions,” it said in a message. “All governments must end impunity for security forces and armed bands who perpetrate disappearances, and must make every effort to discover the fate of disappeared persons, share that information with family and friends of the disappeared, and provide compensation in the case of death.”

The Group was established by the UN Commission on Human Rights in 1980 to assist the relatives of disappeared persons in ascertaining their fate and whereabouts and to act as a channel for communication between the families and governments concerned.

* * *

India/Pakistan

30 August – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today named Maj.-Gen. Guido Palmieri of Italy as Chief Military Observer in the United Nations Observer Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP).

The 60-year old Major-General’s extensive military career includes experience in South Asia, where he attended the Artillery Officers School and Command and Staff Colleges in Quetta, Pakistan. He subsequently served as Assistant Military Attaché in New Delhi, where he had the opportunity to meet UN observers stationed in Srinagar, where UNMOGIP is deployed.

He has held staff and command appointments up to the regiment level.  Over the past decade, he has worked with NATO, where he was Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations in 1999 and Deputy Assistant Director of the Cooperation and Regional Security Division from 1999-2002.

UNMOGIP was deployed in January 1949 to supervise the ceasefire between India and Pakistan in the State of Jammu and Kashmir. Since renewed hostilities in 1971, the mission monitors the ceasefire called for by the Security Council.

* * *

China

30 August – United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Executive Director Carol Bellamy is in Tibet to get a first hand look at the situation of youngsters in western China, a region that is struggling to catch up with the country’s strong economic growth.

The Chinese economic advances which have catapulted hundreds of millions out of poverty are still a distant reality for the western regions of the world’s most swiftly developing nations. Compared to the east, those areas face half the level of rural income, double the rates of child mortality, and, in some districts, five to 10 times the rates of maternal death.

Ms. Bellamy, who travelled to the Shannan prefecture of Tibet yesterday and met with a delegation of health and education officials, was today visiting village households, schools and health facilities in various counties.

Her meetings have focused on UNICEF cooperation in the areas of safe motherhood, basic education and training for teachers and educators. Although the rate of hospital childbirth in Tibet has doubled in the last five years, it is still only 28 per cent of all births.

Ms. Bellamy stressed the need to attend to girls’ education and stressed to combine UNICEF support in health and education in the same communities.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesperson for Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Good afternoon.

**Sudan
Starting off with the Sudan.  Over the weekend, the joint mission of the United Nations and Sudanese officials to Darfur concluded its visit to areas selected by the Sudanese Government in south, north and west Darfur.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, who led that mission, is scheduled to arrive this evening in New York and will hand over his report to the Secretary-General.  Pronk is then scheduled to brief the Security Council on Thursday, which will include the findings of the Darfur mission.

Meanwhile, the political talks in Abuja, Nigeria, between the Government of the Sudan and the two rebel groups -- the Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) -- have resumed and will continue through the rest of the week.  The parties agreed on the agenda which contains four items: humanitarian issues; security; political issues; and social and economic issues.

**Sudan-Humanitarian Situation
Turning to the humanitarian situation, Dennis McNamara, the Director of the United Nations Internal Displacement Division, told reporters in Nairobi today that there is a chronic protection crisis in Darfur, which is inadequately addressed by humanitarian agencies, the Government of Sudan and the donors.  He said the population is traumatized and humiliated.

Specifically, he said, despite the best efforts of the African Union, the United Nations and non-governmental organizations, there remains constant, regular pressure and harassment from the Government on the displaced population to return to their areas of origin.

Secondly, McNamara said the problem of sexual violence and rape against women and girls is widespread and of immense proportions.

Attacks occur most frequently during trips to collect firewood and victims claim their attackers are the Janjaweed militia.

Women are both ashamed and afraid to report rapes to the police and, under current Sudanese law, this excludes them from hospital treatment, McNamara said.

Also on Sudan, the Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement have signed a United Nations-facilitated agreement on a national mine action strategy.

And over the weekend, a convoy of trucks carrying the first consignment of emergency food aid across the Sahara desert for Sudanese refugees in Chad left Libya, according to the World Food Programme (WFP).

**Burundi
Turning to Burundi:  the Secretary-General’s report on the United Nations Operation in Burundi is now out on the racks.

In it, the Secretary-General notes that the world was horrified by the massacre at Gatumba.

The United Nations has received reports that Rwandan ex-FAR/Interhamwe, and Congolese Mayi Mayi elements and Burundian Forces Nationales de Libération elements may have all been involved in the massacre.  These reports are being investigated, as requested by the Security Council.

In the meantime, the Secretary-General has called on the Governments of Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Rwanda to put an end to the ethnic-based hostilities and abuse that has afflicted the people of the subregion for so long.

In the report, the Secretary-General also expressed concern over the slow pace of the Burundian peace process, particularly in regard to negotiations on post-transition, power sharing and security sector reform, as well as the electoral timetable.

He called on all the Burundian parties to work together to fulfil their commitments to complete the transitional process and hold elections on schedule by 31 October.

**Statement on Afghanistan
I now have a statement on Afghanistan.

The Secretary-General is deeply concerned by the violent attacks that were carried out on Sunday in Afghanistan’s capital, Kabul, as well as in Paktia province.  He is particularly troubled by the high toll of dead and wounded, including children.

The Secretary-General calls on the Government of Afghanistan, the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force for Afghanistan (ISAF), and the Coalition forces to take the necessary safety and security measures to support those working on the ongoing electoral process.

The Secretary-General expresses his profound condolences to the bereaved families.

**Afghanistan
Also on Afghanistan, the United Nations Mission there reports that a vehicle of the Joint Electoral Management Body was damaged by explosives on Saturday in the town of Rodat, in NangarharProvince.

The vehicle was transporting two National Field Coordinators and the driver.  None of them were hurt, although the vehicle sustained some minor damage.

And we have more from the Kabul briefing available upstairs.

**Iraq
Turning to Iraq:  the Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative for Iraq, RossMountain, arrived in Baghdad yesterday.

This morning, he and other United Nations officials met with Mahdi al Hafez, Iraq’s Minister of Planning and Development Cooperation.  Preparations for the Tokyo Donor Meeting in October were discussed among a number of other important issues.

The Minister thanked the United Nations for the cooperation received and reiterated a request for the Organization to support rehabilitation and reintegration efforts in Iraqi cities which have recently witnessed armed confrontations, including Najaf and SadrCity in Baghdad.

**Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission
A special meeting of the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission took place at the level of Heads of delegations in Yaounde, Cameroon, yesterday to discuss issues related to the BakassiPeninsula.

The meeting was chaired by Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, Special Representative of the Secretary-General and the Chair of the Mixed Commission.

Chaired by the United Nations Special Representative, the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission is a mechanism established by the Secretary-General in November 2002 at the request of Presidents of both Cameroon and Nigeria to follow-up on the implementation of the decision of the International Court of Justice on the border dispute between Cameroon and Nigeria.

**Swaziland
The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that a newly released report has found that a dramatically lower number of teenage girls in Swaziland are being infected by HIV than previously estimated.

The report, commissioned by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), suggests a turning point in the battle against HIV/AIDS in the country with the world’s highest HIV infection rates.

The findings revealed that only 6 per cent of girls between ages of 15 and 19 were HIV-positive, with most of the HIV infections occurring amongst older girls.

OCHA says that analysts have attributed the decrease in number to the differing attitudes towards AIDS between older and younger girls, with younger teenagers having sought out as much information as possible to avoid infection.

**Ethiopia
Also from the Humanitarian Office -– they report that Ethiopia’s gross relief food requirements for the time period of August-December this year are around 523,000 tons.

Taking into account the overall number of confirmed contributions, the current shortfall for that period is 81,000 tons.

Unless further contributions are confirmed, there may be shortfalls in cereals starting in November.

**UNESCO Statement on Murder of Italian Journalist
In a statement issued on Friday, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) condemned the assassinations in Iraq of an Italian journalist and his interpreter.

Both were kidnapped on 20 August and reported executed last week.

UNESCO’s Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura also voiced outrage at the increasing targeting of media professionals in Iraq, adding that it’s encouraging to see that the profession’s commitment remains unflagging despite the heavy death toll.

UNESCO said that according to the International News Safety Institute, 51 journalists and media workers have been killed in Iraq in the past 17 months, making the conflict one of the bloodiest for the profession.

And we have more in a press release from UNESCO available upstairs.

**United Nations Day of Disappeared
Today is International Day of the Disappeared –- and the United Nations Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances is calling upon all governments to take action to prevent disappearances and, in particular, to end the practice of secret detentions.

In particular, the Working Group has expressed concern over reports from reputable NGOs on the situation in countries such as Nepal, Colombia and the Russian Federation.

Meanwhile, in Kosovo, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Søren Jessen-Petersen, called for more action in this area in an appeal to individuals and organizations.

Jessen-Petersen urged all concerned with missing persons’ issues, as well as civil society and the international community, to establish the fate and whereabouts of the missing persons -– approximately 3,000 people are missing in Kosovo.

**UNMOGIP
One appointment -- the Secretary-General announced today the appointment of Major-General Guido Palmieri, of Italy, as the Chief Military Observer for the United Nations Observer Group in India and Pakistan.

Major-General Palmieri has served in the Italian armed forces since 1967, has been working with NATO since 1994, and we have a biography available of him upstairs.

**ICTY
And lastly, David Tolbert, of the United States today began his duties as Deputy Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, following his appointment by the Secretary-General.

And we have upstairs some background information available on him in a press release from the Tribunal.

And I think that is it from me.  Any questions?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Could you give us some idea of when the Secretary-General’s report on Sudan might be available, and is there any chance that we could get to perhaps ask Mr. Pronk a few questions tomorrow?

Associate Spokesman:  We will try to get to him as soon as he lands in New York to get a better idea of the schedule.  What we do know is that the Secretary-General will get a copy of it this evening, and once Mr. Pronk lands, we’ll be able to get more details on when we expect it to go to the Council.

Question:  I’m sorry, I came in late, so I don’t know if you mentioned this, did you talk about the report that came out of Vienna about Libya complying with declaring what their arms are and there was something out on the wires...

Associate Spokesman:  No, I saw the wire reports, I think that’s a report that apparently leaked and is to be considered by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Board of Governors when it meets, I think, within a week in Vienna.  But I don’t have any comment on that.

Question:  Do you know when the Burundi report, the investigation into Gatumba, is that going to be released?  When is it going to be given to the Council?

Associate Spokesman:  The findings of the report will be shared with the Council as soon it is available and completed.  So that’s still being worked on.  No, I don’t have a date for you.

Question:  Does the United Nations plan to shortly name a new Security Chief?  Is there a name soon to be announced?

Associate Spokesman:  We hope to have a name announced.  It’s an issue that’s being worked on, but I don’t have any date for you on that either.

Question:  Was there a follow-up report on the evacuation Friday, which I was not part of, but was it a success?  The time was read out -– in 29 minutes everybody got out –- has there been any review of it, was it proper, fast?

Associate Spokesman:  We gave you the elements on the numbers and times as soon as we had them.  Obviously after one of these events, procedures are reviewed and issues that went well and did not go well are being taken a look at.  It is a process that’s ongoing right now.

Question:  Is the United Nations glad the Republican Convention is here?

Associate Spokesman:  In fact, we will be hosting a group of mostly college Republicans, young Republicans, on Wednesday here -– about 600 of them -– in an event sponsored by the United Nations Foundation, where they will get a tour of the United Nations, and get a chance to speak to some United Nations officials.  I think it is a good opportunity for us to reach out to them, since they’re all here in New York.

Question:  You’ll have to do a photo opportunity with the elephant in the garden.

Associate Spokesman:  I’ll leave that to you, Richard.

Question:  The appointment of Major-General Palmieri, is it going to be for one year or two years?  Do you have any idea?

Associate Spokesman:  I can give you that answer pretty quickly.

[The Associate Spokesman later announced that the appointment of the UNMOGIP Chief Military Observer is for one year.]

Thank you all.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Ebola" ��ENS- Ebola Outbreak Suspected in Loss of Congo Gorillas�


� HYPERLINK  \l "DPRK" ��Xinhua News Agency – State of  the Environment  of DPRK.�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Problems" ��Taipei Times - UN: severe environmental problems in North Korea�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Danger" ��Boston Globe - N. Korea environment in danger, UN warns�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Assessment" ��Greenwire - North Korea: U.N releases nation's first enviro assessment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ecotourism" ��Financial Express - Policy on eco tourism is the need of the hour�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Inauguration" ��BBC Monitoring International Reports – Kenya: UN hails inauguration of Somalia's 275-member Parliament�
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