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South Asian Tsunami News
· Reuters – Tsunami threatens survival of Indian Tribes

· Reuters – Tsunami toll could top 100,000

· Reuters – Aid trucks enter tsunami-hit areas

· Reuters – Global warming, pollution Add to Coastal Threats
· BBC - UN urges 'special' wave response
· BBC - Somalia wave victims 'forgotten'
· BBC - Did animals have quake warning?
· Reuters - Tsunami Adds to Belief in Animals' "Sixth Sense"
· Reuters - Tsunami Toll Puts World in Sombre New Year Mood
· swissinfo - Insurers keep a cool head over tsunami costs
· The Independent – UN says warning systems could be working in southern Asia within a .

    year

· Xinhua - At least 114 Somalis dead, many more missing after tsunami: UN
· The Scotsman - Thousands Flee after Fresh Tsunami Warning
· Washington Post - Rising Death Toll Tops 116,000
· DPA - Tamil rebel chief appeals for international assistance to tsunami victims
· AFP - Sri Lanka airport buckles under aid flights
· AFP - Aid effort for Indonesia's devastated Aceh cranks slowly into gear
· AFP - India joins coordinated UN relief effort for tsunami survivors
· Reuters - U.S. aircraft carriers rush to aid tsunami zone
· AP -  Singapore Proposes Urgent Asean Mtg On Tsunami Disaster
· UPI – Diarrhea breaks out in tsunami-hit India

· The Independent – Tsunami Disaster: Early systems will top agenda at UN …..

· The Hindu – Bush Defends U.S. response

· Reuters – Tsunami aid may help broker Sri Lankan peace

· San Francisco Chronicle – Bush on U.S. Role: We will head disaster relief effort

· ABC – Asia Tusnami Death Toll May Pass 100,000

· The Guardian – Tsunami death toll tops 87,000

· Reuters – Millions junt for food after tsunami

· Jerusalem Post – Death toll may top 100,000 in SE Asia

· BBC – Wave aid ‘too slow to save lives’

· Reuters – Feature: Island oes stark warning for lande dwellers

South Asian Tsunami News Cont’d
· Wall Street Journal – Wave of destruction

· CNN – Tsuani death toll tops 115,000

· UN News Service – In UN relief effort after Asian tsunami, some …… public rada

· UN News Service – Daunting logistical problems confront UN efforts to reach Asian

     victims

· UN News Service – Annan convenes emergency meetings to oversee UN tsunami relief

    operation

· Xinhua – More in’l aid for tsunami-hit countries in Asia

· Bloomberg – Asia Quake Deaths Rise as Rescue Workers reach remote areas

· The Age – Tsunami toll set to tope 100,000
· SMH – Aid effort struggles as toll grows

· Turkish Press – Five million homeless as tsunami death toll tops 80,000

· New York Post – Toll expected to top 100,000

· Canada News – Fresh tsunami warning sends people scrambling in India, Sri Lanka …

· UPI – Epidemic threatens as tsunami toll hits 85,000

· Christian Science Monitor – Editorial: Lessons learned from catastrophe

· Boston Globe -  UN to assess damage to coral reefs, forests
· LA Times - CATASTROPHE IN SOUTHERN ASIA
· New York Times - From All Corners, a Rush to Get Clean Drinking Water to Survivors in Stricken Areas

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP

Other UN News
· UN Daily News of 30 December 2004
All American

Environmental Problems Emerging after Asia Tsunami Disaster
U.N. agency earmarks $1 million for needs assessments
30 December 2004

Emergency humanitarian assistance is the top priority in areas affected by the Asian earthquake and tsunami, but the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) is urging that environmental threats to human health also be addressed.


A UNEP December 30 press release says a task force has been created in Geneva to identify and alleviate the environmental impacts of the disaster and support efforts of the affected countries and the United Nations. UNEP has earmarked $1 million to respond to immediate needs identified by the region’s governments.

“While the focus is to save lives and fight diseases, it is also important to address underlying risks, such as solid and liquid waste, industrial chemicals, sewage treatment and the salinization of drinking water,” said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer.

“The damage to ports and industrial infrastructure may be severe, with untold risks to human health,” he said. “Likewise, revitalizing local communities and their livelihoods will require rehabilitating and protecting vital natural ecosystems, in particular mangrove forests and coral reefs.”

UNEP is mobilizing its remote-sensing and Geographic Information System (GIS) capacities with other U.N. agencies to identify impacts and help relief efforts.

Text of the UNEP press release follows:

(begin text)

United Nations Environment Programme

Press release, December 30, 2004

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES EMERGING FROM WRECKAGE OF ASIAN TSUNAMI;

UN AGENCY EARMARKS $1 MILLION FOR NEEDS ASSESSMENTS

(Reissued as received.)

NAIROBI, 30 December (UNEP) -- As the Asian earthquake and tsunami death toll is now feared to be approaching 100,000 people, emergency humanitarian assistance remains the top priority, but urgent environmental concerns that threaten human health must be addressed, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.

The Organization decided to create a Task Force in Geneva to coordinate all inputs from the UNEP system to identify and alleviate the environmental impacts of the disaster and to support the efforts of the affected countries and the United Nations.

The UNEP has mobilized $1 million to respond to the immediate needs identified by the region’s governments. “Our support echoes directly the requests from national authorities for environmental experts to assess and mitigate the urgent problems. Therefore, we are sending experts to work with the governments and the United Nations country teams”, underlined Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP.

The agency has also strengthened its office in Bangkok, which is responsible for activities in the Asia-Pacific region.

“While the focus is to save lives and fight diseases, it is also important to address underlying risks, such as solid and liquid waste, industrial chemicals, sewage treatment and the salinization of drinking water. The damage to ports and industrial infrastructure may be severe, with untold risks to human health. Likewise, revitalizing local communities and their livelihoods will require rehabilitating and protecting vital natural ecosystems, in particular mangrove forests and coral reefs”, Mr. Toepfer said.

He added: “UNEP is, therefore, also mobilizing its remote sensing and Geographic Information System (GIS) capacities, in collaboration with other United Nations agencies, to help identify impacts and make relevant information available to relief efforts. All in all, a number of grave environmental concerns must be taken into account as the reconstruction plans are drawn up”.

Several governments in the region have stressed to UNEP the importance of developing effective early-warning systems. This issue will be high on the agenda of the International Meeting on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States (SIDS), scheduled to take place in Mauritius from 10 to 14 January 2005, and at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR), scheduled to take place in Kobe, Japan, from 18 to 22 January. The UNEP will be a main contributor to these conferences.

Details on the Mauritius Conference can be found at http://www.un.org/smallislands2005/ and http://www.sidsmauritius2005.mu/. Details on the Kobe Conference can be found at http://www.unisdr.org/wcdr/

Prior to the disaster, UNEP warned on 15 December that 2004 is set to go down in history books as the most expensive year for the insurance industry worldwide as a result of hurricanes, typhoons and other weather-related natural disasters. See Press Release at http://www.unep.org/NewsCentre/

United Nations activities are coordinated by the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). More information can be found at http://ochaonline.un.org/index.asp and at http://www.reliefweb.int/w/rwb.nsf.

(end text) 

___________________________________________________________________________________

Terra Daily

UNEP earmarks a million dollars after Asian calamity

	


NAIROBI (AFP) Dec 30, 2004
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on Thursday earmarked one million dollars to address immediate environmental needs in the regions struck by giant waves across the Indian Ocean coasts, the organisation announced in Nairobi.

"UNEP has mobilized a million dollars to respond to the immediate needs identified by the region's governments," UNEP said.

"Our support echoes directly the requests from national authorities for environmental experts to assess and mitigate urgent problems. Therefore we are sending experts to work with the governments and the UN country teams," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in the statement.

The death toll has climbed to over 118,000 across the Indian Ocean since Sunday, and there is chaos on the shorelines of several Asian nations where disease threatens to wipe out weakened survivors.

"While the focus is to save lives and fight diseases, it is also important to address underlying risks, such as solid and liquid waste, industrial chemicals, sewage treatment and the salinization of drinking water," Toepfer added.

"The damage to ports and industrial infrastructure may be severe, with untold risks to human health. Likewise, revitalizing local communities and their livelihoods will require rehabilitating and protecting vital natural ecosystems, in particular mangrove forests and coral reefs," he concluded.

___________________________________________________________________________________

Bloomberg

Asia Relief Groups Have Three Weeks to Stop Epidemics, WHO Says 
Dec. 30 (Bloomberg) -- Disaster relief agencies have three weeks to prevent outbreaks of malaria, hepatitis and other life- threatening diseases among 5 million people in African and Asian nations struck by the Dec. 26 earthquake and tsunamis, the World Health Organization's crisis manager said. 

``It is doable, but if we mess up it will be a very bad situation in which the death toll will rise exponentially,'' Doctor David Nabarro said in a telephone interview from the WHO's Geneva headquarters. ``I have never felt such a sense of the absolute indispensability of effective coordinated action. The relief community is under a test like it has never been before.'' 

The death toll in nine nations has reached 115,000, and millions lack access to clean water, food, shelter and medical supplies. Nabarro said WHO officials have reports of diarrheal diseases in Sri Lanka and Indonesia caused by drinking polluted water, and that standing water will breed mosquitoes and could produce outbreaks of malaria and dengue fever within three weeks. 

At the UN in New York, Secretary-General Kofi Annan convened meetings today of department heads and ambassadors from nine African and Asian nations. Annan cut short a vacation to return to New York last night to oversee relief operations. 

Medical supplies for 1 million people for three months are in the WHO's delivery pipeline, according to Nabarro, who said other agencies such as the United Nations Children's Fund will get supplies to up to half of the 5 million people vulnerable to disease. The WHO is ``20 percent'' into distribution of its medical kits and water supplies, he said. 

`Chaos' Warning 

The biggest challenge for 200 WHO workers is coordination, ``matching supply to demand,'' Nabbarro said. He predicted scenes of ``chaos'' as airplanes are unable to land or take off from crowded and damaged airports. 

``At the moment it is going quite well, in part because we have seen good leadership from the U.S., Canada, France, China, Australia and other countries,'' Nabarro said. ``But we have to put aside any competition and truly work together around one strategy that concentrates aid on the people who need it most.'' 

Other UN agencies mobilized on such issues as thousands of land mines dislodged from the ground in Sri Lanka, where government and Tamil separatist forces are adhering to a cease- fire after a long-running civil war. 

The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization is organizing teachers and psychologists to provide post-traumatic stress counseling and is assessing damage to historic sites such as the Buddhist Sun Temple in Koranak, India. 

The UN Environmental Program has created a task force in Geneva for a $1 million assessment of environmental concerns such as contamination of water from chemicals leaking out of port storage facilities. 

``While the focus is to save lives and fight diseases, it is also important to address underlying risks, such as solid and liquid waste, industrial chemicals, sewage treatment and the salinization of drinking water,'' UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement. 

Reviving coral reefs, mangrove forests and other ecosystems will be important to rebuilding coastal communities and jobs, Toepfer said. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times

Companies focus on climate risks

By Wouter Veening

Published: December 31 2004 02:00 | Last updated: December 31 2004 02:00

From Mr Wouter Veening.

Sir, Fiona Harvey ("In knots over the unknowns of climate change", December 18) believes nuclear power is a technology that could meet the world's energy needs "without an extra jot of carbon dioxide", but think of the tremendous amounts of fossil fuels needed to build the uranium mines, the reactors and waste storage facilities, to decommission the reactors and transport all the materials within the full nuclear cycle - and please do not think of a nuclear-powered transportation system on land, sea and in the air or about the accident potential of countries such as China, India and Iran, with their own reactors.

Her central argument, however, is that we "do not know what would constitute a dangerous level of global warming", that it is about a "mind-defying complexity" and that "trying to guess the future of the planet is too big a question for us to answer".

What does this conclusion mean: Do nothing or go nuclear? In the same edition David Wells ("A new season's colour at the bank") describes how Bank of America is building an energy-saving skyscraper in Manhattan, how Citigroup is investing in wind energy and how Goldman Sachs is preserving forests in Chile.

Peter Forstmoser, chairman of Swiss Re, the reinsurance company, has said climate change is a core element in his company's risk assessments and that it relates climate change to the $25bn the insurance industry had to pay out for the Florida hurricanes in the summer. At a recent world conservation congress he quoted a report by Finance Initiatives of the United Nations Environment Programme that annual climate change damage amounts to $150bn and that investment in clean, renewable energy, also for developing countries, now has the highest priority.

Wouter Veening, Director, Institute for Environmental Security , 2518 BC The Hague, Netherlands

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Arab News

Morocco's renewable energy sector boosted by three international agreements

Morocco, Economics, 12/30/2004

The renewable energy sector in Morocco has been boosted by the signature, Wednesday in Marrakech, of a three-party cooperation agreement between Morocco and Italy, on the one hand, and Morocco and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), on the other.

The Agreements aims at developing the Moroccan market of the solar-water heaters (Promasol), through two mechanisms of financing for the promotion of the Moroccan market of renewable energies.

The first agreement relates to cooperation between the Italian Ministry of the Environment and the Territory and the Moroccan Center for the Development of Renewable Energies (CDER), that will benefit from a one million dollars Italian contribution.

The second agreement that sets up the framework of cooperation with the Italian Ministry of the Environment and the Territory as well as with the PNUE and the UNDP is related to the use of renewable energies in the hotel sector.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Moroccan Minister of Energy and Mines, Mohammed Boutaleb, underlined the importance of this technology for the development of partnerships, in particular within the framework of the Mediterranean Program of Renewable Energies.

Solar water heaters in Morocco rose from 20,738 in 1998 to 111,332 in 2004, CDER said adding that the development of this sector will have a positive impact on industry as it will create more than 1,000 jobs and bring some 1.2 billion Dirhams investments (about 130 million dollars).

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Idaho Mountain Expres

Internet database focuses on endangered species

Early warning designations could bring awareness to species in need

By GREG STAHL
Express Staff Writer
The Sun Valley-based Center for Environmental Education is experiencing a growth spurt and is touting its on-line information database as one of the most comprehensive environmental education networks in the U.S. 

The group's newest site, called Endangered Species Early Warning, was posted at www.esew.org this month after a lengthy logistical delay. The site, first announced in June, features a thorough database of Endangered Species Act listed plants and animals as well as species of concern, like the greater sage grouse, which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced would probably not be granted threatened or endangered status. 

The main reason for the new site is to buy extra time for species that "do not have a vote and need every bit of time they can get to stabilize and recover," said ESEW Director Max Casebeau. 

"We are depending on students, retired government employees, bird watchers, scientists, farmers, ranchers, hunters, fishermen and environmentally concerned citizens to voice their concerns and to offer more information," Casebeau said. "We had anticipated only a couple of hundred species would be listed worldwide. Then the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment was announced in November and is providing a paradigm shift in the thinking of the scientific community already." 

An international project of the Arctic Council and the International Arctic Science Committee, the assessment was designed to evaluate and synthesize knowledge on climate variability, climate change and increased ultraviolet radiation. The results of the assessment were released at a symposium held in Reykjavik, Iceland in November. 

Partially based on the findings in the report, CEEI said it will add 11 more "super Websites" to its network in the next four years. 

"Our objective is to have the most comprehensive environmental education Website network in the United States," Casebeau said. 

The newly formed CEEI Advisory Board is another indication of the group's growth, Casebeau said. Environmental science professors from the University of Idaho, University of Alaska and University of Connecticut are among the board members. 

Of particular interest, the new Endangered Species Early Warning site lists humans as its featured species. 

"Scientific knowledge outstrips current self knowledge. Human vanity tends to overpower reason and common sense. Demagoguery is used to influence political decisions, while religious reasons are given to justify wars," according to the Website. "Psychological and spiritual knowledge is being distorted by small, religious community leaders. This is creating an inability to adapt to new ideas." 

In a prognosis summary, the site states survival of western societies will be possible only if agreement on central issues like global climate restoration, clean air restoration and water resources care and restoration is possible. 

"It may be that the species are caught in a chemical and heavy metal trap that already is affecting human sperm count," Casebeau elaborated. 

Casebeau said the center decided to list the human family as a candidate for an early warning designation, principally because of chemical contamination of oceans, lakes, rivers and streams. 

But the focus is considerably larger than that, and the effort is about more than alarming people. 

The new information database focuses on eight classes of species in North America that Casebeau said are in danger. It integrates the information with habitat and watershed data. 

Species are listed by threatened, endangered and extinct categories. They are also listed by state and by ecosystem. 

According to Casebeau, it is the only Internet site aimed at relating habitat status to threatened and endangered species. 

The United Nations Environment Programme, an organization devoted to improving quality of life without compromising that of future generations, estimates 150 species per day are going extinct, up from 100 species per day 10 years ago. 

"This new Website will call attention to the situation for threatened and endangered species, and may provide the time needed for those species to recover before it's too late. Endangered Species Act listings are usually too late" Casebeau said. 

Casebeau's organization has been maintaining America's Threatened Streams and Restoration Strategies, an Internet site focusing on the country's water bodies, for years at www.wcei.org. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

Tsunami threatens survival of Indian tribes

Wed Dec 29, 2004 11:48 AM GMT 

By Kamil Zaheer 

NEW DELHI (Reuters) - Some primitive Indian tribes could be on the verge of extinction after a deadly tsunami slammed into the far-flung Andaman and Nicobar islands, experts say. 

The remote cluster of more than 550 islands, of which only about three dozen are inhabited, is home to six tribes of Mongoloid and African origin who have lived there for thousands of years. 

Many of these tribal people are semi-nomadic and subsist on hunting with spears, bows and arrows, and by fishing and gathering fruit and roots. They still cover themselves with tree bark or leaves. 

"They are a vital link to our prehistoric past. If they are lost, India and the world lose a bit of their glorious heterogeneity," said Ajoy Bagchi, executive director of the People's Commission on Environment and Development, India, which has worked with tribal groups in the region for years. 

"Even a small loss in any of these groups, barring the more numerous Nicobarese, could seriously endanger their survival. We need to immediately do a count on how many of them are alive." 

Officials estimate the tsunami triggered by Sunday's earthquake off Sumatra killed about 12,500 people in India. More than 7,000 people are estimated to have died in the Andaman and Nicobar chain of islands alone. 

Authorities are still to trying to reach many far-flung isles closer to Indonesia to assess the extent of the damage to the tribes in the archipelago. 

Around 30,000 of the more than 350,000 people in the island paradise are from tribal groups. 

PALAEOLITHIC PEOPLE 

Anthropologists say their biggest concern was five tiny aboriginal tribes: the Great Andamanese, Sentinelese, Onge, Jarawa and the Shompen. 

Some like the Great Andamanese are already down to 30 people while others like the Shompen, who live in the southernmost island of Great Nicobar, number between 200-250. 

Officials said they expect many casualties among the biggest tribal group in the region, the Nicobarese -- with a population of close to 28,000 -- who live in the southern islands. 

"We hear there are many casualties in Great Nicobar. We are very worried about the Shompen who exist only in small numbers and are highly endangered," Bagchi said. 

Similar fears were expressed about the 100-odd Onge, one of India's most primitive tribes living in the Little Andaman island, whose numbers have fallen in the past few decades because of contact with outsiders. 

"They are true hunter-gatherers. They only hunt for their own consumption. It will be a tragedy if such tribal cultures are lost," Loknath Soni, a social anthropologist of the state-run Anthropological Survey of India, told Reuters from Calcutta. 

Little is known about the approximately 200 Sentinelese who have been traditionally hostile to outsiders. 

Government records say the Sentinelese are probably one of the world's only surviving palaeolithic people, who almost never leave their island. 

But officials said they had little information about state of the smaller tribes after the tsunami. 

"We have no accurate information on these tribal groups, apart from the Nicobarese. The other groups are very small," C. Vasudeva Rao, a senior police officer, told Reuters. 

Officials were hopeful the Jarawa, a small tribe of some 270, had largely survived the disaster as they live on higher ground. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Tsunami toll could top 100,000

Wed Dec 29, 2004 05:45 PM GMT 

By Tomi Soetjipto and Dean Yates 

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia (Reuters) - Reeking corpses are rotting in the tropical sun from India to Indonesia and many who have escaped death from one of the worst tsunamis in history are fighting for survival against thirst and disease. 

Rescuers scoured remote coastlines around the Indian Ocean for survivors of Sunday's colossal seawater surge triggered by an earthquake that caused an arc of death across southern Asia and may have made the world wobble on its axis. 

"I would not be at all surprised that we will be on 100,000 (deaths) when we know what has happened on the (Indian) Andaman and Nicobar islands," Peter Rees of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies said on Wednesday. 

The federation currently puts the death toll at 77,828, making it one of the world's worst natural disasters. 

In parts of India's Tamil Nadu state, officials gave up counting the dead in their hurry to bury them in mass graves. 

The United Nations mobilised its biggest relief operation as fears that cholera and diarrhoea could further worsen the death toll. The World Health Organisation said five million people lacked the essentials of food, water and sanitation to survive. 

"There is no food here whatsoever. We need rice. We need petrol. We need medicine," said Vaiti Usman, an Indonesian woman in her mid-30s in the devastated Aceh province in Indonesia where tens of thousands died. "I haven't eaten in two days." 

In many areas, health experts said the relief operation looked woefully inadequate with shortages of coffins, equipment and medicine, while emergency workers struggled with power outages, destroyed communications and badly damaged roads. 

FULL TRAGEDY UNFOLDS 

Disease could kill as many people as the wave, health experts said as the full extent of the tragedy began to unfold. 

"I have lost three brothers, four sisters, and my father is missing," wept 18-year-old Tamil fisherman Rajan Xavier. 

Scandinavia and Germany, fond of Asia as a winter refuge, faced the fact that the tsunami had turned the tropical paradise into hell for hundreds of friends and loved ones. 

More than 2,000 Scandinavians and about 1,000 Germans were still missing on Wednesday, a full three days after disaster struck. At least 600 Italians were missing. 

Primitive tribes on India's remote Andaman and Nicobar islands were running out of the coconuts they were living on, with whole communities wiped out. The power of the tsunami changed local geography, splitting one island, Trinket, in two. 

Buddhist monks handed out rice and curry to survivors in Sri Lanka and aircraft dropped food to isolated Indonesian towns. 

In Thailand, where thousands of tourists were on Christmas breaks escaping the northern winter, idyllic resorts were turned into graveyards. Near Khao Lak beach,the stench of decaying bodies hung over a Thai Buddhist temple-turned morgue. 

"We have only cloth to wrap the bodies in and our bare hands and machetes to retrieve the bodies," Surasit Kantipantukul, one rescuer in Pang Nga province where Khao Lak is located, said. "We want machinery and boats." 

Some Thai officials said their equipment was embarrassing. 

"Taiwanese and German teams have cable cameras to go through holes to look for bodies or sonar to search for living objects," Environment Minister Suwit Khunkitti said of foreign rescue teams. "Our workers have only noses to smell for foul odours." 

APOCALYPTIC DESTRUCTION 

Survivors told harrowing tales of the moment the tsunami struck villages and resorts, sucking holidaymakers into the sea, surging through buildings, sweeping away cars and smashing ships in an apocalyptic rage of destruction. 

"The water was just too strong," said Surya Darmar, lying on an army cot in Banda Aceh with a broken leg. "I held my children for as long as I could, but they were swept away." 

In the midst of tragedy, there were tales of luck. 

Thirteen-year-old Indian Meghna Rajasekhar survived after drifting at sea for two days clinging to a door. "For two days when she was drifting, she encountered turtles and snakes in the night," one official said, relating her tale of survival. 

A 14-month-old Swedish toddler was found wrapped in a blanket on a hill in Phuket, Thailand, by an American couple while in Khao Lak a two-year-old fisherman's son survived for more than two days after being swept into a tree trop. 

Indonesia suffered the biggest number of victims, with 45,268 known to be dead, although the toll could rise to 80,000 in Aceh alone, the province closest to the quake's epicentre. 

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono spoke of "frightening reports" from Aceh province, on the northern tip of Sumatra. 

Troops and rescue crews reached the town of Meulaboh on Aceh's west coast, about 150 km (90 miles) from the epicentre, to find dead bodies and rubble. 

"Today so far 3,400 bodies have been found in Meulaboh. Eighty percent of the buildings are wrecked," Chief Security Minister Widodo Adi Sutjipto said. A senior U.N. official in Indonesia said the toll in Meulaboh could reach 40,000. 

STENCH OF DEATH 

The stench of decomposing bodies spread over the provincial capital, Banda Aceh, where as many as five percent of the 300,000 population were believed dead, as shocked survivors wandered among the rubble in search of lost family. 

"I have given up searching for their bodies," said Rohani Amad, 40, wiping her eyes with a black Muslim headscarf, days after two sisters and her 16-year-old daughter disappeared. "I have lost my house. I just don't know what to do," she sobbed. 

In Sri Lanka, where the death toll topped 22,400, Tamil Tiger rebels appealed for help as they dug mass graves to bury thousands of bodies. All 135 children at an orphanage run by women rebels were killed. 

Hambantota, a tourist haven on the southern coast, was wiped out. Sri Lankan army soldiers were still pulling hundreds of bloated bodies out of the mangrove behind the town. 

"The people were washed away and trapped in the roots," an officer said. "Only after time do they all come up." 

Each new tide loosens hundreds more corpses to add to the over 2,500 that were buried outside what remained of the town. 

India's toll of nearly 7,000 was likely to rise sharply. Many of the dead were on the Andaman and Nicobar islands. 

More than 1,800 bodies were recovered from Khao Lak beach and more than 3,000 people may have died there. More than 300 dead were on Phi Phi island, location of the film "The Beach". 

Bloated and decaying bodies washed ashore on the island as hopes of finding survivors amid the rubble faded. 

"It's hard to tell which bodies are foreign because they are just unrecognisable," said French rescue volunteer Serge Barros. DNA tests might be used to identify some victims. 

Hundreds of people were killed in the Maldives, Myanmar and Malaysia. The wave struck as far away as Somalia and Kenya. 

The region has seen huge killer waves before, including one when Krakatoa erupted off southern Sumatra in 1883, but Indian Ocean countries have no tsunami warning system. 

Out of respect for victims of the tragedy, Sri Lanka's cricket tour of New Zealand was postponed while the Australian cricket team donated its prize money for winning a test against Pakistan to a fund for the tsunami victims. 

© Reuters 2004. All Rights Reserved.
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Aid trucks enter tsunami-hit areas

Fri Dec 31, 2004 06:09 AM GMT 

By Michael Perry 

BANGKOK (Reuters) - Aid trucks loaded with food, medicines and body bags have rolled into tsunami-hit areas across Asia and aircraft have dropped supplies to cut-off villages as a $500 million (260 million pounds) relief operation finally swings into gear. 

On Friday, giant U.S. military transport aircraft were landing at Indonesia's northern city of Medan and disgorging emergency supplies to be trucked to Aceh province, where the death toll stands near 80,000. 

The tsunami that hit Asia on Sunday has killed more than 125,000 people in 13 countries. One million people are homeless and at least 5 million are without the basic needs to survive. 

Aid deliveries to Aceh and many other areas have been hindered in recent days due to a lack of fuel, impassable roads and downed bridges. The trucks will take up to 16 hours to reach Aceh's battered provincial capital Banda Aceh. 

Australian and New Zealand military transport aircraft were flying directly to Banda Aceh, delivering troops and emergency supplies and evacuating people. 

"The planes are going flat out," Australian army Major Grant King told Reuters at the Banda Aceh airport on Friday. 

"The aid is getting out," he added. "People at the extremities are probably getting it, but there are limitations." 

The massive humanitarian catastrophe caused by the tsunami was stretching the world's ability to respond, said U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan. 

"This is an unprecedented global catastrophe and it requires an unprecedented global response," Annan told a news conference in New York on Thursday. 

"Not only are we going to be stretched in terms of manpower and human resources, but we are also going to be stretched financially and technically, and we hope that the response will be sustained across the board," Annan said. 

U.S. President George W. Bush, criticised for a slow reaction to disaster, said he would send a delegation led by Secretary of State Colin Powell to Asia on Sunday to assess the need for U.S. assistance. The USS Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier and a flotilla of ships was steaming to Thailand. 

ICE NEEDED TO STORY BODIES 

The United Nation's children body UNICEF said emergency supplies of medicines, tarpaulins and hygiene kits to support 200,000 people were headed for Aceh. 

"We're going to break (the aid) down, so it can be used by a greater number of people for a shorter period of time," said John Budd, UNICEF communication officer in Indonesia. 

U.S. military aircraft were also flying into Sri Lanka, where the death toll stands at more than 27,000. Trucks were rolling out to relief camps scattered along the island nation's coastline, but there too flooded roads strewn with debris were hindering deliveries. 

In Thailand -- where thousands of rotting corpses, many of them foreign tourists, were stacked in Buddhist temples -- the trucks were not only bringing supplies for the living, but also for the dead. 

One aid group alone was sending 1,000 body bags and 2,000 kg (4,400 lb) of formalin for preserving bodies at the Thai island resort of Phuket. The U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs was providing $50,000 to buy more body bags and formalin. 

Thailand's Natural Resources and Environment Minister Suwit Khunkitti appealed for an urgent haul of dry ice and refrigerated containers to store thousands of rotting bodies. "Please send refrigerated containers or dry ice to help us store these decomposing bodies," Suwit told a Bangkok radio while he was supervising the search and rescue operations in Phang Nga. 

FERRYING DEAD 

Many aid workers were still involved in recovering the dead. 

UNICEF staff in Trincomalee, Ampara and Batticaloa on Sri Lanka's north and east coasts were ferrying dead and injured to hospitals on Friday -- five days after the tsunami hit. 

Aid groups fear that unless they can get emergency supplies, especially water purification systems, to the worst affected areas soon, the spread of disease could double the death toll. 

In India, UNICEF had begun moving more than 2,175 water storage tanks, each with a capacity of 500 litres (110 gallons), to relief camps along the south coast. 

Because of the sheer devastation caused by the tsunami, the relief operation must not only cater for immediate medical and food needs, but also for everyday items. 

In Sri Lanka, the United Nations was providing 25,000 personal hygiene packs for women and girls and in the Maldives and medical delivery kits for 4,000 expecting mothers. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Global Warming, Pollution Add to Coastal Threats

Mon Dec 27, 2004 12:29 PM ET 

By Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent 

OSLO (Reuters) - A creeping rise in sea levels tied to global warming, pollution and damage to coral reefs may make coastlines even more vulnerable to disasters like tsunamis or storms in future, experts said Monday. 

Few coastal ecosystems are robust enough to withstand freak waves like the ones that slammed into Asian nations from Sri Lanka to Thailand Sunday, killing more than 22,000 people, after a subsea earthquake off Indonesia. 

But global warming, poorly planned coastal development and other threats over which humans have some control are weakening natural defenses ranging from mangrove swamps to coral reefs that help keep the oceans at bay. 

"Coasts are under threat in many countries," said Brad Smith at environmental group Greenpeace. "Development of roads, shrimp farms, ribbon development along coasts and tourism are eroding natural defenses in Asia." 

Scientists say a build-up of heat-trapping gases in the atmosphere from human burning of fossil fuels threatens to trigger more powerful storms and raise sea levels, exposing coasts to more erosion. 

Leaders of small island states will meet in Mauritius on Jan. 10-14 to debate threats such as global warming. 

World sea levels rose on average by 10-20 cm (4 to 8 inches) during the 20th century and an additional rise of 9-88 cm is expected by the year 2100, according to latest report by the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in 2001. 

RISING SEAS 

Island nations like the Maldives, swamped by the tsunami, could literally disappear beneath the waves if seas rise. And in Bangladesh, 17 million people live less than one meter above sea level, as do many in Florida in the United States. 

Richard Klein, a senior Researcher at the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research in Germany, said vulnerability to natural disasters often went hand in hand with poverty. 

"Vulnerability has as much a social dimension as an environmental one," he said. The Netherlands could afford to build higher dykes to defend against the seas, for instance, but developing states could not

He suggested better early warning systems for everything from cyclones to tsunamis in the Third World. 

"And one of the first risks for small islands is not that they will be submerged (by rising sea levels) but there will be no fresh water," he said. Salt water would poison reservoirs of rainwater and purification equipment would be too costly. 

Smith at Greenpeace said damage to coral reefs was also making coasts more vulnerable to battering by the sea. 

An international report early this month showed that about 70 percent of the world's coral reefs had been ruined or were under threat from human activities, ranging from over-fishing to coastal pollution and global warming. 

"Corals form a storm barrier and if they die many islands will be more vulnerable to cyclones," he said.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

UN urges 'special' wave response 
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Delivery of aid remains a problem in many areas


United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has said the scale of the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster demands an unprecedented world response. 
He said the international community had reacted well to the wave disaster but long-term commitment was required. 
The World Bank, individual countries and citizens have pledged $500m in aid. 
The death toll from Sunday's disaster is continuing to rise as relief workers reach more remote areas. More than 122,000 people are now confirmed dead. 
Thousands of people remain unaccounted for after the 9.0-magnitude undersea earthquake off Sumatra sent a wall of water smashing into coastlines as far away as east Africa. 
Aid agencies have been struggling to provide relief to the region. 
Map of affected countries and their death tolls 
The World Health Organization says as many as five million people are at risk, with little water, food or shelter. 
'Enormous strain' 
US Secretary of State Colin Powell will meet Mr Annan on Friday before setting off on a visit to tsunami-hit areas on Sunday. 
Mr Annan said after a meeting in New York with UN officials that the entire UN family was ready to help people rebuild their lives. 
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	KEY AID PLEDGES 

World Bank $250m 

UK $96m 

EU $44m 

US: $35m 

Canada: $33m 

Japan: $30m 

Australia: $27m 

France: $20.4m 

Denmark: $15.6m 

Saudi Arabia: $10m 

Source: Reuters, United Nations 
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Tsunami: how to help 


But he said there was an enormous strain on the UN, its staff and resources, and the disaster was so huge that no single country or agency could cope alone. 
"This is an unprecedented global catastrophe and it requires an unprecedented global response," he said. 
"But we must also remain committed for the longer term. We know that the impact will be felt for a long time to come." 
The World Bank has announced it is giving $250m to help victims while the UK increased its contribution to $96m, the biggest donation from an individual country. 
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	NATURAL DISASTERS 

2004 Asian quake disaster - over 122,000 dead 

2003 earthquake in Bam, Iran - official casualty figure is 26,271 

1976 Earthquake in Tangshan, China, kills 242,000 

1970 Cyclone in Bangladesh kills 500,000 

1887 China's Yellow River breaks its banks in Huayan Kou killing 900,000 

1826 Tsunami kills 27,000 in Japan 

1815 Volcanic eruption of Mount Tambora on Indonesia's Sumbawa Island kills 90,000 

1556 Earthquake in China's Shanxi and Henan provinces kills 830,000 
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World's worst disasters 


The International Red Cross has opened a special website to cope with what it describes as the overwhelming amount of donations. 
Support is also growing for a debt moratorium for some of the stricken countries, with France backing a proposal made by Germany. 
Canada has announced its own unilateral moratorium. 
Italy has called for an extraordinary G8 summit to discuss debt relief, but UK Prime Minister Tony Blair said it was the job of the UN not the G8 to co-ordinate aid. 
AFP news agency quoted Colin Powell as describing the German proposal as "interesting". 
Stockpiles mount 
Mr Powell said the UN had chief responsibility for co-ordinating the aid effort, despite a move by Washington to set up a core group of donor countries with India, Australia and Japan. 
Donors were considering holding a conference next week, he said. 
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	FOREIGNERS MISSING AND DEAD 

Sweden: 44 dead, at least 1,400 missing 

Germany: 33 dead, over 1,000 missing 

Britain: 28 dead, 50 missing 

France: 22 dead, 90 missing 

Norway: 21 dead, 430 missing 

Italy: 14 dead, 600 missing 

US: 14 dead, thousands unaccounted for 

Switzerland: 11 dead, 850 unaccounted for 

Australia: 10 dead, 1,000 missing 
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At-a-glance: Countries hit 
Satellite images of tsunamis 


Mr Powell will travel to the quake region on Sunday, accompanied by US President George W Bush's brother Jeb. 
There are problems getting aid through as much of the region's infrastructure has been shattered. 
Stockpiles of supplies have begun to mount at some airports and distribution centres, where helicopter shortages have held up airlifts of aid. 
Health ministry officials in Indonesia put the death toll there at 79,940 after large numbers of bodies were found on Sumatra's remote north-west coast. 
Government institutions in the region have collapsed and fuel supplies have almost run out, officials said. 
On Thursday, aftershocks off Indonesia triggered fresh panic among survivors in Aceh, the worst-hit province. 
Rumours of impending waves quickly spread to the two other countries which bore the brunt of Sunday's tsunamis - India and Sri Lanka - prompting a mass flight from coastal areas. 
	CONFIRMED DEATH TOLLS 
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1. Indonesia: 79,940
2. Sri Lanka: 27,268
3. India (inc Andaman and Nicobar Is): 11,330
4. Thailand: 4,351 
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5. Somalia: 120
6. Burma: 90
7. Maldives: 67
8. Malaysia: 65 
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9. Tanzania: 10
10. Seychelles: 1
11. Bangladesh: 2
12. Kenya: 1 
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Somalia wave victims 'forgotten' 
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Beaches along East Africa were buffeted by huge waves 


Somalia has largely been forgotten by the international community in its response to help victims of Sunday's tsunami, the United Nations says. 
Jan Egeland, the UN's emergency relief co-ordinator, said UN personnel had only just reached villages affected. 
Aid workers have described a scene of devastation on the Somali island of Hafun, a fishing community of 2,500. 
The floods killed 120 in Somalia with 35 missing and some 50,000 displaced, its prime minister said on Thursday. 
Food stuck 
Displaced families on Hafun desperately need aid as they have no clean water, food, medicine or shelter as most of their homes and possession were swept away. 
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The damage was felt all along southern part of Somalia 

Somali PM Ali Mohammed Ghedi 


"Cases of diarrhoea and other diseases are already being reported," the UN's World Food Programme said in a statement. 
The destruction of roads by the sea is hampering the delivery of aid and trucks loaded with 30 tons of food were stuck in sands 60km away from Hafun on Wednesday. 
Twelve Hafun residents have been confirmed dead and many more are missing. Bodies can still be seen floating in the sea, Hafun's governor told aid workers. 
The UN is planning an aerial assessment of Somalia's coastline on Thursday, where thousands of other people are reported to have lost their homes. 
The newly elected Somali Prime Minister, Ali Mohammed Ghedi, is expected to arrive in Somalia on Friday to see for himself the devastation along the coast. 
"The damage was felt all along the southern part of Somalia," Mr Ghedi, whose government is currently based in Kenya as the capital is considered too dangerous for ministers, told AFP news agency. 
Symbolic donation 
More than 130 people are known to have died in countries along the East African coast when waves swept 7,000km (4,000 miles) from the epicentre leaving a trail of smashed buildings and boats. 
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	AFRICA: CONFIRMED DEATH TOLL 
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Somali: 120 

Tanzania: 10 

Kenya: 1 

Seychelles: 1 
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At-a-glance: Countries hit 


In Madagascar, more than 1,000 people were made homeless while a village in northern Mauritius was submerged for almost three hours following the surges. 
The small Indian Ocean island of Diego Garcia - home to a US naval base - escaped unharmed as it was forewarned by the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre in Hawaii. 
Meanwhile, Mozambique - one of the world's poorest nations - has donated $100,000 to an aid appeal for victims of the tsunami. 
Mozambique suffered from catastrophic floods four years ago, which displaced some 70,000 people. 
According to the BBC's Jose Tembe in Maputo, the cabinet encouraged businesses and others to make donations to the country's Red Cross, which has set up two accounts - one for local currency and another for foreign currency - to receive funds. 
The government described its donation as "symbolic", Associated Press news agency reports. 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Did animals have quake warning? 

	By Sue Nelson 
BBC Science correspondent 
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Do wild animals have a sixth sense?


Wildlife officials in Sri Lanka have reported that, despite the loss of human life in the Asian disaster, there have been no recorded animal deaths. 
Waves from the worst tsunami in memory sent floodwater surging up to 3.5km (two miles) inland to the island's biggest wildlife reserve. 
Many tourists drowned but, to the surprise of officials, no dead animals have been found. 
It has highlighted claims that animals may possess a sixth sense about danger. 
Yala National Park in Sri Lanka is home to elephants, deer, jackals and crocodiles. 
Sensitive to change 
Praised for its conservation, the park is also considered one of the best places in the world to observe leopards. 
It is now closed after floods damaged buildings and caused the deaths of tourists and employees of the park and lodge. 
Yet, surprisingly, none of the park's varied wildlife is reported to have perished. 
Debbie Marter, who works on a wild tiger conservation programme on the Indonesian island of Sumatra, one of the worst-hit areas in Sunday's disaster, said she was not surprised to hear there were no dead animals. 
"Wild animals in particular are extremely sensitive," she said. 
"They've got extremely good hearing and they will probably have heard this flood coming into the distance. 
"There would have been vibration and there may also have been changes in the air pressure which will have alerted animals and made them move to wherever they felt safer." 
There are many eyewitness accounts of birds and animals migrating before earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. 
The scientific evidence for a sixth sense is lacking, but if the reports are confirmed, they could add to the understanding of animal behaviour and possibly even be used in the future as an early warning system for humans. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Tsunami Adds to Belief in Animals' "Sixth Sense" 
SOUTH AFRICA: December 31, 2004

JOHANNESBURG - Wild animals seem to have escaped the Indian Ocean tsunami, adding weight to notions they possess a "sixth sense" for disasters, experts said on Thursday. 

Sri Lankan wildlife officials have said the giant waves that killed over 24,000 people along the Indian Ocean island's coast seemingly missed wild beasts, with no dead animals found. 
"No elephants are dead, not even a dead hare or rabbit. I think animals can sense disaster. They have a sixth sense. They know when things are happening," H.D. Ratnayake, deputy director of Sri Lanka's Wildlife Department, said on Wednesday. 

The waves washed floodwaters up to 3 km (2 miles) inland at Yala National Park in the ravaged southeast, Sri Lanka's biggest wildlife reserve and home to hundreds of wild elephants and several leopards. "There has been a lot of anecdotal evidence about dogs barking or birds migrating before volcanic eruptions or earthquakes. But it has not been proven," said Matthew van Lierop, an animal behaviour specialist at Johannesburg Zoo. 

"There have been no specific studies because you can't really test it in a lab or field setting," he told Reuters. 

Other authorities concurred with this assessment. 

"Wildlife seem to be able to pick up certain phenomenon, especially birds ... there are many reports of birds detecting impending disasters," said Clive Walker, who has written several books on African wildlife. 

Animals certainly rely on the known senses such as smell or hearing to avoid danger such as predators. 

The notion of an animal "sixth sense" -- or some other mythical power -- is an enduring one which the evidence on Sri Lanka's battered coast is likely to add to. 

The Romans saw owls as omens of impending disaster and many ancient cultures viewed elephants as sacred animals endowed with special powers or attributes. 

The tsunami was triggered by an earthquake in the Indian Ocean on Sunday. It killed tens of thousands of people in Asia and East Africa. 


Story by Ed Stoddard 

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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Reuters

Tsunami Toll Puts World in Sombre New Year Mood
INDONESIA: December 31, 2004

BANDA ACEH - Asia's tsunami death toll soared above 125,000 and aid agencies warned many more people -- particularly children -- could die in epidemics, ushering in a sombre New Year's Eve for the world. 

While authorities rushed to identify and bury the dead, many reduced to rotting corpses after days in tropical heat, a UN masterminded relief operation rapidly focused more on Thursday on getting food and clean water to millions of survivors. 
"This is an unprecedented, global catastrophe and it requires an unprecedented, global response," UN Secretary General Kofi Annan told reporters on Thursday as UN officials said up to five million people were without basic services. 

Annan, overseeing what could be the UN's largest natural disaster relief effort, held talks with a four-country coalition announced by US President George W. Bush to take a lead role. Washington has linked up with Australia, India and Japan. 

UN emergency relief coordinator Jan Egeland said the World Health Organisation had informed him that diarrhoea and respiratory diseases were on the rise after Sunday's disaster. 

"We could be in a situation that more children could die from diarrhoea in the next weeks than those who were killed by the tsunami," said Egeland. 

The Asian disaster cast a long shadow over the world's New Year celebrations, especially as about 5,000 foreign tourists -- mostly Europeans -- were still missing. 

Sweden, Norway and Finland, hard hit by the disaster as many Scandinavians like to escape their cold winters for the Asian sunshine, plan to fly flags at half mast to start the New Year. 

FAST RISING DEATH TOLL 

The death toll shot up more than 50 percent on Thursday with still no clear picture of conditions in some remote villages as well as islands around India and Indonesia. 

Rescue workers pressed on into isolated villages devastated by a disaster that could yet eclipse a cyclone that struck Bangladesh in 1991, killing 138,000 people. 

Indonesia's Health Ministry said just under 80,000 people -- some 28,000 more than previously announced -- had died in the northern Aceh province that was close to a 9.0 magnitude undersea quake that triggered the tsunami. 

The airport of the main city, Banda Aceh, was busy with aid flights, but residents said little was getting through to them. Hungry crowds jostling for aid biscuits besieged people delivering them in the city. Some drivers dared not stop. 

"Some cars come by and throw food like that. The fastest get the food, the strong one wins. The elderly and the injured don't get anything. We feel like dogs," said Usman, 43. 

City residents fled their homes when two aftershocks revived fresh memories of the worst earthquake in 40 years. 

"This isn't just a situation of giving out food and water. Entire towns and villages need to be rebuilt from the ground up," said Rod Volway of CARE Canada, whose emergency team was one of the first into Aceh. 

Many villages and resorts from Indonesia to Sri Lanka are now mud-covered rubble, blanketed with the stench of corpses. 

In Indonesia, thousands of bodies decomposing in the tropical heat were tumbled into mass graves. Health officials said polluted water posed a much greater threat than corpses. 

SURVIVORS ORGANISE RELIEF WORK 

In Sri Lanka's worst-hit area Ampara, residents ran relief efforts themselves, going round with loudhailers, asking people to donate pots and pans, buckets of fresh water and sarongs. 

Dutch, German and Swiss forensic teams flew to Thailand to help identify now hard-to-recognise bodies by collecting dental evidence, DNA samples, fingerprints, photographs and X-rays. 

People worldwide opened their hearts and wallets to give millions of dollars to help relief efforts, jamming phone lines and Web sites and outpacing governments in their generosity. 

Britain's Disasters Emergency Committee said it had collected more than $39 million, less than a day after launching an appeal on behalf of 12 top British charities. 

"It's quite a phenomenal response," a spokeswoman said. 

Amazon.com collected $4.8 million in donations from online shoppers at its Web site. 

Bush, like other world leaders facing criticism for what some say was a tardy early response to the crisis, said he was sending a team headed by his brother, Florida Governor Jeb Bush, and US Secretary of State Colin Powell to assess Asia's needs. 

The United States said a pledge of $35 million was just a start, and sent an aircraft carrier group towards Sumatra and other ships including a helicopter carrier to the Bay of Bengal. 

A New York Times editorial, however, denounced the US pledge as a "miserly drop in the bucket". 

The World Bank offered $250 million in relief, bringing total international aid to nearly $500 million. 

The Paris Club group of creditors was to examine a debt moratorium for countries hit by the tsunami that devastated southern Asia, a source close to the Club said. 

Separately, Italy called on the Group of Eight rich nations to hold a summit to discuss a joint response, but the incoming G8 chairman, Britain, said no meeting was planned. 

German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder said he would propose to the European Union that top industrial nations form bilateral "partnerships" with tsunami-hit countries. 

"Our states for corresponding areas there. Our cities for their cities and our villages for their villages," Schroeder said in his New Year's address. "German schools and children, supported by their parents, could sponsor schools over there." 


Story by Tomi Soetjipto and Dean Yates 

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
swissinfo  

Insurers keep a cool head over tsunami costs

December 30, 2004 10:58 AM

Insurance companies are taking the tidal waves in their stride (Keystone)

The world’s second-largest reinsurer, Swiss Re, says it expects its losses from the Asian tidal waves to amount to less than SFr100 million ($88.3 million).

Although the exact costs to the insurance sector are still hard to assess, insurance companies do not appear to be too concerned.

RELATED ITEMS

Court rules WTC destruction two events

Insurers set to weather storm damage

Insurers count cost of accident-prone Swiss

More than 80,000 people are now known to have lost their lives when Sunday’s earthquake in the Indian Ocean sent huge tidal waves sweeping over the shores of Sri Lanka, Indonesia and India.

On Thursday, Zurich-based Swiss Re said most of its costs in the devastated area would arise from claims related to property insurance and the interruption of business.

Contrast

“The claims burden for the insurance sector will be in sharp contrast to the human and economic damages caused by the event,” Swiss Re said in a statement.

But the company added that the “sheer size of the event and the absence of historical data available make it difficult to provide an exact estimation of the damage, particularly as information from the affected areas is still scarce”.

The Swiss insurer, Zurich Financial Services, said it was too early to assess the level of claims.

“We have operations in those countries and we insure large companies worldwide,” it said, adding that it could take four to six weeks to put a figure on potential claims.

Swiss Re’s prediction of losses of less than SFr100 million was in line with an earlier assessment by the world’s biggest reinsurance company, Munich Re, which said it expected costs would be below €100 million (SFr150 million).

Exposure

Analysts predict that, despite the scale of the disaster, insurers are unlikely to face severe losses.

Most of the victims were poor people without insurance, and the major European insurers and reinsurers have little exposure in the region.

Insurance companies have had a bad year, with recent cyclones in the United States, the Caribbean and Japan causing losses of up to $35 billion.

In contrast, some analysts are predicting tsunami losses for insurers of less than $5 billion, arising mainly from claims relating to high-value property in tourist areas in the Maldives and the Thai island resort of Phuket.

Shares in Swiss Re have come under pressure as investors sought details of the company’s exposure to the region.

But the firm’s stock rallied during morning trading on Thursday to reach SFr81.70, just below the level at which the shares closed before the quake struck.

swissinfo with agencies
____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent

UN says warning systems could be working in southern Asia within a year

By Michael McCarthy, Environment Editor

31 December 2004 

A tsunami early-warning system for the Indian Ocean and southern Asia, similar to the one already in place in the Pacific, could be up and running within 12 months, according to senior United Nations officials.

It will top the agenda at the forthcoming World Conference on Disaster Reduction to be held under UN auspices in Kobe, Japan, in mid-January.

Scientists at the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre in Hawaii knew in advance on Boxing Day that south Asia would be hit but were unable to raise the alarm after failing to track down emergency planners. Alerts were not issued in Thailand until 9am, nearly an hour after the waves hit, while Sri Lanka lost two and a half hours' warning time between the quake and the devastation. The Thai government was accused of not acting on the warning, but a spokesman from the Seismological Bureau said it did not have the technology to do so.

In the Pacific Ocean region, early-warning systems have been in place for years to protect towns on vulnerable coastlines that have experienced great destruction in the past. Now these areas are evacuated when threatened by tsunamis.

The meeting will provide an opportunity to learn from Pacific countries' experiences, and transfer knowledge of tsunami early-warning systems to those surrounding the Indian Ocean.

"I want to see that every coastal country around south Asia and south-east Asia has at least a basic but effective tsunami warning system in place by this time next year," said Salvano Briceño director of the UN's International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), which is organising the conference.

Reid Basher, co-ordinator of the ISDR's Platform for the Promotion of Early Warning, based in Bonn, Germany, says that early-warning and preparedness systems are one of the most effective ways to protect people from disasters.

"This is not just a matter of setting up a few instruments," said Mr Basher. "A tsunami warning system needs good public education and experienced emergency management to ensure warnings are well communicated, well understood, and rapidly acted upon."

The head of the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Conrad Lautenbacher, a retired Navy vice- admiral, yesterday called for a global surveillance system to forecast disasters like tsunamis.

"There's nothing to stop us doing it in a technical sense," he said. "It just hasn't gotten enough priority inside of each nation to support it. It's a matter of priorities and resources."

Twenty-six countries make up the International Co-ordination Group for the Tsunami Warning System which tries to predict where tsunamis will strike up to a half-day in advance.Only Thailand had any warning system among the 12 countries ravaged by tsunamis. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

At least 114 Somalis dead, many more missing after tsunami: UN

www.chinaview.cn 2004-12-30 05:20:15

    NAIROBI, Dec. 29 (Xinhuanet) -- At least 114 Somalis were killed and many more were missing when tidal waves hit the Horn of Africacountry at the weekend, the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) said Wednesday.

    The efforts to assess the full extent of the damage are hampered by the poor transport and communication networks, which also affect the delivery of emergency relief, Elballa Hagona, UNDP's humanitarian coordinator for Somalia, said in a statement.

    The tidal waves struck the Somali coast on Sunday as the effectof a series of strong undersea Sumatra earthquakes hit the east African coast.

    The earthquake, measuring at 8.7 on the Richter Scale, was registered Sunday, west of the island of Sumatra, triggering tsunamis, or tidal waves, in south and southeast Asia.

    At least 80,000 people in affected countries such as Sri Lanka,India, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Maldives, Thailand and Malaysia havebeen killed in the disaster. Enditem

____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Scotsman

Thousands Flee after Fresh Tsunami Warning 

"PA" 

Tens of thousands of peoples fled coasts in India, Sri Lanka and Thailand after warnings of possible new tsunamis today.

The Indian government issued a tsunami warning about midday local time following aftershocks in the Indian Ocean region, prompting an exodus from the south-eastern coast, although there were no immediate signs of turbulent seas.

“We got into a truck and fled,” said 40-year-old Gandhimathi of Nagappattinam in Tamil Nadu state, who said authorities told her to leave her home.

“We took only a few clothes and left behind all of our belongings, everything we had.”

Sri Lanka’s military later told residents there to be vigilant but not to panic, while coastal villagers climbed onto rooftops or sought high ground.

“There is total confusion here,” said Rohan Bandara in the coastal town of Tangalle.

Tsunami sirens in southern Thailand sent people dashing from beaches, but only small waves followed the alarms.

An estimated 5.7 magnitude aftershock was recorded in seas north-west of Sumatra by the Hong Kong observatory this morning, along with earlier, overnight quakes at India’s Andaman and Nicobar islands.

But a 5.7 quake would be about 1,000 times less powerful than Sunday’s, and probably would have “negligible impact,” said geologist Jason Ali of University of Hong Kong.

Meanwhile the epic relief effort and hunt for survivors was stepped up.

The Red Cross feared the death toll would surpass 100,000. And the UN said a million children needed assistance

Surveys of the swath of tropical Asia struck by Sunday’s 9.0 earthquake and tsunamis were gaining ground, with relief workers still uncovering scenes of flattened villages and survivors living on coconuts.

The official death toll topped 84,000, with Indonesia worst affected, followed by Sri Lanka, India and Thailand. With tens of thousands still missing, that number was almost certain to grow, amid fears that disease could bring a new wave of deaths.

Meanwhile, military ships and planes rushed to get desperately needed aid to the ravaged coast of Sumatra, the Indonesian island closest to Sunday’s quake. Countless corpses strewn on the streets rotted under the tropical sun causing a nearly unbearable stench.

Food drops began along the coast, mostly of instant noodles and medicines, with some of the areas “hard to reach because they are surrounded by cliffs,” said Budi Aditutro, head of the government’s relief team.

On the streets of Banda Aceh, a provincial capital in Sumatra, fights have broken out over packets of noodles dropped from military vehicles.

“I believe the frustration will be growing in the days and weeks ahead,” UN Under-secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Jan Egeland said.

The number of deaths in Indonesia stood at about 52,000. Authorities there said that did not include a full count from Sumatra’s west coast, and Unicef estimated the toll for that country alone could be 80,000.

Sri Lanka reported 22,800 dead, India more than 7,300 and Thailand 1,800 – though that country’s prime minister said he feared the toll would go to 6,800. A total of more than 300 were killed in Malaysia, Burma, Bangladesh, the Maldives, Somalia, Tanzania and Kenya.

The disaster struck a band of the tropics that not only is heavily populated but attracts tourists from all corners. Throughout the world, people sought word of missing relatives, from small-town Sri Lankan fishermen to Europeans on sand-and-sun holidays.

On hundreds of Web sites, the messages were brief but poignant: “Missing: Christina Blomee in Khao Lak,” or simply, “Where are you?”

But even as hope for the missing dwindled, survivors continued to turn up.

A two-year-old Swedish boy was reunited with his father days after the toddler was found alone on a roadside in Thailand’s southern beach resort island of Phuket. In Sri Lanka, a lone fisherman was rescued by an air force helicopter crew after clinging to his wave-tossed boat for three days.

The body count mounted as survey teams reached remote areas. Peter Ress, operations support chief for the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, said the toll could top 100,000.

Rescuers plied the dense forests of India’s remote Andaman and Nicobar islands, where authorities fear as many as 10,000 more people may be buried in mud and thick vegetation. Many hungry villagers were surviving on coconut milk, rescuers said.

Mohammad Yusef, 60, a fisherman who fled his village and was holed up at a Catholic church in the territory’s capital Port Blair along with about 800 others, said all 15 villages on the coast of Car Nicobar island had been destroyed.

“There’s not a single hut which is standing,” he said. “Everything is gone. Most of the people have gone up to the hills and are afraid to come down,” Yusef said.

Many villagers had not eaten for two days and said that crocodiles had washed ashore during the disaster, compounding the horror of more than 50 aftershocks since Sunday’s quake.

In southern Thailand, rescue and forensic teams from Australia, Japan, Germany and Israel fanned out in a race to find survivors and identify rapidly decomposing corpses.

“We have to have hope that we’ll find somebody,” said Ulf Langemeier, heading a team of 15 Germans who combed a wrecked resort early Thursday. Langemeier said there’s always a chance of finding survivors trapped under rubble when earthquakes strike on land, but “when waves enter a building you have no chance.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Washington Post
Rising Death Toll Tops 116,000

Indonesia and Sri Lanka Increase Count

By Ellen Nakashima

JAKARTA, Indonesia, Dec. 30--The formal count of those who perished in Sunday’s earthquake and Tsunami topped 116,000 Thursday as Indonesian officials prepared to issue a new death toll for that country alone of nearly 80,000. 

The increase, which official sources said would be announced shortly by Indonesia’s health ministry, confirmed earlier forecasts that as the days go by, the figures will exceed the terrible peaks announced earlier. 

	

Funeral pyres burn on the beach at Alappad, in the southern Indian state of Kerala. The Indian government said it would install a $27 million early warning system to predict deadly tsunamis. (AP) 



	


	


Wire services reported that pilots in Sumatra had discovered about 28,000 more dead while dropping food to remote villages still unreachable by rescue workers. Sri Lanka also upped its total by about 5,000 Thursday. 

Reacting to the mounting scope of the catastrophe, Italy’s Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi called for a Group of Eight (G8) meeting so that the rich nation club could discuss their response to the tsunami. 

"I want to propose an extraordinary G8 meeting," Berlusconi told reporters after a news conference, wire services said. "The meeting should discuss the organisation of aid and the possible reduction of debt." 

"Before making the proposal I want to talk to the other partners," he added, saying he would telephone British Prime Minister Tony Blair later on Thursday. Britain takes over the presidency of the G8 this week. 

Meanwhile, rescue flights from throughout the world delivered supplies for millions of survivors around South Asia on Wednesday, but disorganization blocked the lifesaving food, water and medicine from reaching many of those stricken and in need. 

Cartons of food and water were stacked in an airplane hangar in the devastated Aceh region of northwestern Indonesia after military transports delivered tons of supplies to the provincial capital of Banda Aceh, which was mostly destroyed in the Sunday earthquake and tsunami that hit minutes later. 

Some officials said there was dismal coordination among the Indonesian military, civilians and foreign governments. "We haven’t gotten any help at all, nothing," said Yasin, 42, a displaced father who was camped out five miles from the airport. "I don’t have anything left." 

With concerns that disease could kill tens of thousands, the speed of the effort was crucial, especially the need to provide clean drinking water. In Sri Lanka, health authorities reported cases of measles and diarrhea, and people in many areas were prone to the threat of cholera, malaria and dehydration. 

Rescuers in Indonesia saw scenes of calamity and destruction in remote western Sumatra that pushed the toll from the catastrophe beyond 110,000 dead. 

[But the potential for more destruction remained in parts of South Asia. Thursday morning, the government of India’s Tamil Nadu state issued a tsunami alert and warned people to leave coastal areas, the Reuters news agency reported. Police said aftershocks from Sunday’s earthquake were likely to cause huge waves but none had been reported Thursday afternoon.] On Wednesday, the Indonesian military finally reached the Sumatra town of Meulaboh, closest to the epicenter of the massive earthquake. Images of tragedy in Aceh province were horrific: A weeping father with a limp child in his arms waded through water past shattered buildings; houses were flattened in the mud; battered survivors lay exhausted and hungry in tents; a bulldozer dug a mass grave the size of a swimming pool in which to pile corpses covered only by plastic sheets. 

There were stories of hope and survival. A 13-year-old girl survived drifting at sea for two days off the Indian island of Car Nicobar, clinging to a door, a tree and a sack. In Sri Lanka, Dayalan Sanders, a Sri Lankan-born U.S. citizen, rescued the 28 orphans in his care by reacting quickly. Spotting the tsunami, he and his wife corralled the children onto a motorboat and outran the waves, seconds before their orphanage was crushed by a 30-foot wall of water. 

In the 12 countries affected by the tragedy, from East Africa to South Asia, there was little chance of finding more survivors. Tens of thousands of people were missing. Health Ministry officials said 80 percent of western Sumatra was destroyed. More than 52,000 people have been killed on the island, and a U.N. official said the death toll there could reach 80,000. 

Governments pledged more than $250 million in emergency aid for stricken areas, and international transport flights carried drinking water, tarpaulins, cooking sets and medical supplies to the region. 

In Washington, President Bush said the United States, India, Australia and Japan had formed a coalition to coordinate international relief efforts. He pledged a multifaceted response, and the U.S. military said it would divert several warships and helicopters to the region. 

Sri Lanka on Thursday listed more than 27,268 people dead, India close to 7,300 -- with 8,000 missing and feared dead, including many on the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Thailand put its toll at more than 1,800, but some officials said that number could double. A total of more than 300 were killed in Malaysia, Burma, Bangladesh, the Maldives, Somalia, Tanzania and Kenya. 

In Burma, also known as Myanmar, which is nestled between Thailand and India, the ruling military junta said about 30 people had died. But a Web site run by democracy activists in exile put the toll at 90 and unconfirmed reports suggested the number was higher. 

Of 3,500 foreigners unaccounted for, mostly in Thailand, about 1,500 are Swedes, 1,000 Germans, 440 Norwegians and 200 Finns. By Wednesday, more than 1,200 bodies had been recovered at southern Thai beach resorts, but officials said the toll could be more than 3,000. 

Indonesia 

The supply effort in Indonesia moved slowly at times. An estimated 250 tons of supplies were grounded by inefficiency and lack of transportation. Indonesian officials awaited the arrival of seven transport planes from Australia and two from Malaysia and Singapore. 

As relief supplies entered Banda Aceh, the provincial capital of Aceh, residents obtained food and water, and stood in line for hours to get fuel. Uncollected corpses were scattered on the ground, and the city was mostly without electricity, clean water and phone service. 

A navy ship carrying supplies arrived at Meulaboh, a fishing town about 90 miles from the quake’s epicenter in the Indian Ocean. But the ship could not dock in the town because the port was demolished, said a presidential spokesman, Andi Mallarangeng. The military was shuttling rescuers and supplies by boat from the ship to the shore. 

Most of the western coast of Sumatra sustained damage, but many towns have not been reached and their needs and the degree of destruction have not been assessed, Mallarangeng said. 

Michael Elmquist, a U.N. official helping coordinate the international aid effort, said the death toll in Indonesia could reach 80,000, a much higher estimate than that offered by government officials. 

The government had largely barred foreign relief and humanitarian workers from entering Aceh since the military launched a new offensive against separatist rebels in the oil-rich region last year. The rebel group, the Free Aceh Movement, declared a cease-fire following the Sunday quake and the government responded by lifting restrictions on the entry of foreign journalists and aid workers. 

On Wednesday night, a particularly strong earthquake rumbled across Banda Aceh, more noticeable than a number of aftershocks registered both Tuesday and Wednesday. More than 200 people raced fearfully from the governor’s mansion in Bandar Aceh. The building has been housing about 150 refugees, 50 officials, 20 policemen and a number of journalists. 

Thailand 

In the Thai province of Phangnga, the hardest-hit area of the Southeast Asian country, army crews used front-end loaders to clear away rubble from pulverized holiday villas along the Andaman Sea. Rescue teams searched for bodies in collapsed hotels and houses in southern beach towns. 

Thai authorities said that as many as 2,000 people likely died on the popular shoreline, most of them foreign tourists. 

Thai officials said 473 foreigners from 36 countries were confirmed dead. But that number was expected to increase considerably, with as many as 200 foreign hotel guests feared dead at a Sofitel chain resort in the area. 

"There is still hope for a portion of those missing, unfortunately a minority, several dozen," said Jean-Marc Espalioux, chairman of the Accor hotel group that owns the hotel, according to the Associated Press. "For the rest, we have little hope, except for individual miracles." 

As bodies piled up at makeshift morgues established on the grounds of Buddhist temples, foreigners and Thais wandered about in search of missing friends and relatives. 

Sri Lanka 

In Sri Lanka, Tamil Tiger rebels, whose two-decade civil war for autonomy in the island’s north and east is under a fragile cease-fire, said almost 10,000 people had died -- nearly half of Sri Lanka’s death toll -- in territory they control. Separated from the rest of the country by a mined border, they appealed for help on Wednesday as they dug mass graves for thousands of putrefying corpses. 

The reclusive Tamil Tiger leader, Velupillai Prabhakaran, made a rare personal statement asking for international help. 

"The devastation caused by this tidal surge has exacerbated the sufferings of our people already affected by a war that continued for over 20 years and has torn asunder our nation," he said. 

The group’s main naval base was demolished, as was part of its fleet. All 135 children at an orphanage run by female Tigers were swept away to their deaths. 

"We have only found bodies so far," said Col. Soosai, head of the Tigers’ navy arm, according to the Reuters news service. "We have not received any aid from the government." 

Wildlife officials in Sri Lanka were pleasantly surprised that they found no signs of large-scale animal deaths from the tsunami, suggesting that the animals may have sensed the wave coming and fled to higher ground. 

"This is very interesting. I am finding bodies of humans, but I have yet to see a dead animal," said Gehan de Silva Wijeyeratne, whose Jetwing Eco Holidays ran a hotel in the Yala National Park, according to the AP. Wijeyeratne said his hotel was destroyed. 

India 

The Indian government said it would install a $27 million early warning system to predict deadly tsunamis and would have it in place within three years. 

Of the countries affected by Sunday’s tsunami, only Thailand belonged to an existing warning system among the Pacific Rim countries. India’s system would be independent of the Pacific Rim program because that one does not monitor the Indian Ocean, said Science and Technology Minister Kapil Sibal. 

In the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, about 900 miles from the Indian mainland, residents reported that the sea swept more than a mile inland in some places, stripping away undergrowth and felling trees. The islands’ remote location hid the extent of the devastation. Now, as relief teams arrive, officials say the waters killed at least 3,000 people in the islands. Some unconfirmed estimates put the death toll as high as 10,000, out of 350,000 inhabitants. 

The Indian Ocean disaster extended beyond Asia to Africa, where U.N. officials said as many as 50,000 people in Somalia are in danger. Houses and coastal roads were swept away. "They are now without shelter, water, food and medicine," the U.N. World Food Program reported. 

___________________________________________________________________________________
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Tamil rebel chief appeals for international assistance to tsunami victims

Colombo (dpa) - Aid workers in Sri Lanka struggled Thursday to provide basic necessities to victims in tsunami-battered parts of the country as the Tamil rebel chief appealed for more international assistance to help northern and eastern regions. 

A pro-rebel website reported Thursday that rebel chief Velupillai Prabhakaran, who himself lives in one of the damaged areas, called on the international community and the United Nations to "generously assist the people of the northeast devastated by the tsunami''. 

More than 15,000 of the 23,000 deaths reported so far were in the northern and eastern parts of the country, parts of which are controlled by rebels of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 

"I express my deepest sympathies and condolences to my people who lost their kin in this disaster. I also extend my deepest sympathies and condolences to our Moslem and Sinhala brethren in the south who were affected by the Tsunami'', he said. 

The appeal came amid allegations by the rebel movement that sufficient aid from the government was not reaching northern and eastern areas. 

However, government officials in Colombo strongly denied the allegations and President Chandrika Kumaratunga on Thursday personally visited the northeastern port city of Trincomalee. 

Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse flew into the northern capital of Jaffna to assess the damage. 

Contrary to rebel claims, officials said the military and government have been sending food and medicine to the northern and eastern parts of the country, including rebel-held areas. 

The rebel chief also conveyed his condolences and grief to all those in the South Asian nations, in particular India and Tamil Nadu, who had been been affected by the disaster. 

"This seismic tidal surge has not stopped with taking the lives of several thousands of our people and injuring thousands. Wiping out several sea coast hamlets, this has also destroyed the marine based livelihood of our people. Several families have been totally annihilated and the social infrastructure completely torn asunder. Habitats and homesteads of several families have been destroyed, severely impacting on their future,'' the rebel chief said. 

Voluntary organizations in the south also have been bringing assistance to northern and eastern parts of the country, but reports from the area said the aid was not sufficient due to the extensive damage caused. dpa ad blg 
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Sri Lanka airport buckles under aid flights

COLOMBO, Dec 30 (AFP) - Sri Lanka's only international airport was Thursday struggling to clear aid arriving for victims of the weekend's tsunamis, with cargo planes queuing up for hours to be unloaded, an official said. 

The tiny Bandaranaike International airport could accommodate only 17 aircraft on the ground but was called to unload 22 in a 24 hour period, an official said. 

"We are expecting another 30 aircraft in the next 24 hours," airport chairman M. L. M. Hizbullah told AFP. "We are making arrangements to clear them as fast as we can." 

He said two private airlines have offered to ferry bulk cargo from the international airport to two smaller domestic airports near the disaster zones. 

The airport did not have enough warehousing facilities to store the relief supplies before trucks could be arranged to take the aid to the coastal areas where nearly a million people have been driven from their homes. 

The authorities were clearing a disused runway and other aircraft hangers to accommodate the influx of cargo planes while dealing with the regular scheduled flights operating to the island. 

The tiny airport does not usually handle more than a dozen flights a day. 

Officials estimate 22,500 people were killed in Sri Lanka in Sunday's tsunami strike, the worst natural disaster in living memory to hit the island nation of 19 million people. 

The giant waves struck 10 other countries, with the total deaths passing 80,000. 
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Aid effort for Indonesia's devastated Aceh cranks slowly into gear

by Victor Tjahjadi 

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia, Dec 30 (AFP) - Efforts to bring vital aid to Indonesia's tsunami-ravaged Aceh province cranked slowly into gear on Thursday but was severely hampered by transport problems as the death toll continued to rise. 

More than 45,000 people in Aceh have been confirmed killed by the tsunami, which emanated from an earthquake near Indonesia's Sumatra island on Sunday, and United Nations officials have predicted the death toll in the province may climb to 80,000. 

Many areas in Aceh, in northern Sumatra, remain cut off from rescue efforts after roads and communications in the remote region were destroyed by the freak waves that killed at least 36,000 other people elsewhere in Asia and Africa. 

The scale of the crisis in Aceh continued to escalate on Thursday with one of only three hospitals operating in the capital of Banda Aceh reporting it was having to turn away injured people and was in need of hundreds of extra doctors. 

"We hope we can get many doctors and nurses... this is an emergency. We are no longer able to admit more victims," said Mohammad Andalas, a doctor at Zaenal Abidin General Hospital. 

The World Health Organisation said that out of an estimated five million people who had been displaced around Asia because of the tsunamis, between one and three were in Indonesia. 

"We are facing a huge uphill battle. We know more needs to be done and more needs to be done now," Oliver Hall, the team leader for the UN's Disaster Assessment and Coordination Team, told AFP from Jakarta. 

Hall said that although many supplies from around the world had reached Indonesia, getting them to Banda Aceh and then out to the provinces was proving a major problem. 

Purnomo Sidik, the head of the Indonesian government's social affair's disaster control directorate, told AFP that a fuel shortage had resulted in a traffic jam of planes at the airport in Medan, the major city on Sumatra. 

"There is enough relief aid. So much that it is a problem to park aircraft carrying them at the airport in Medan," Sidik said. 

"It is at Banda Aceh airport that the relief aid is held back by the lack of transportation to distribute them. Very few vehicles remain in operation because of the fuel shortage." 

Sidik said the fuel problems had arisen because the surging water on Sunday had destroyed the Banda Aceh storage facilities of the state oil and gas company, Pertamina. 

The infrastructure and communication problem has been magnified by a decades-old, deadly separatist conflict that led to the government isolating the region and imposing martial law last year. 

Nevertheless, Hall said the humanitarian effort that was being led by the Indonesian government in conjunction with the UN and aided by non-government organisations was starting to make progress after four days of chaos. 

"Things are starting to normalise slowly. It's been a very hectic couple of days in terms of trying to play catch up with events on the ground," he said, adding much work was being done to establish road access to the devastated western coast of Aceh. 

"A huge amount of infrastructure work is being done to clear roads to at least get some passability down the west coast," he said. 

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees said in a statement it was preparing to airlift emergency shelter supplies for up to 100,000 people in Aceh, including 3,500 lightweight tents, 20,000 kitchen sets, plastic sheetings for 20,000 families and 100,000 blankets. 

The United Nations Children's Fund also said it was sending emergency health kits to supply 200,000 people for a fortnight and tarpaulins for 8,000 households. 

The Australian government, which has devoted a significant proportion of its Asian tsunami aid to Indonesia, said it was sending a warship loaded with helicopters and a military field hospital to its northern neighbour. 

Five Australian aircraft and one from New Zealand are already ferrying supplies into Aceh, and one brought more than 100 injured from Banda Aceh to Medan on Thursday. 

The Indonesian military also stepped up its efforts, with SuperPuma helicopters and CN-235 airplanes delivering instant noodles, blankets and rice to areas that had been cut off. 

Aircrew told reporters from Banda Aceh airport that the helicopters would land in places along the west coast, while the aircraft would drop the packages from low altitudes. 
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India joins coordinated UN relief effort for tsunami survivors

NEW DELHI, Dec 30 (AFP) - India agreed Thursday to join the United States, Australia and Japan in coordinating UN relief efforts for victims of tsunamis which killed 81,000 people in several countries, the foreign ministry said.
India's decision to join the "core group" was conveyed in conversations US President George W. Bush and Secretary of State Colin Powell had with Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Foreign Minister Natwar Singh, a ministry statement said. 

Bush had proposed on Wednesday that the United States, Australia, Japan and India form a "core group" to "avoid duplication of efforts, identify gaps in the relief process and find ways and means to address these deficiencies," the statement said. 

On Thursday India's foreign secretary Shyam Saran held a teleconference with officials from the United States, Australia and Japan. 

"The foreign secretary acquainted the other members of the group with the relief and rescue efforts already launched by India for Sri Lanka and Maldives," two other countries battered by the tsunamis on Sunday. 

The Indian government says it has sent warships, helicopters and aircraft to distribute food, medicines and blankets to neighbouring Sri Lanka and the Maldives and has promised over 23 million dollars in monetary aid. 

India says it has the resources to deal with the aftermath of the giant waves and "international relief therefore could be directed where it is most urgently required." 

Another teleconference was scheduled for Friday among the Washington-based ambassadors of India, Australia and Japan with the US Under Secretary of State Marc Grossman and UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, the statement said. 

At least 10,850 people have been killed by the killer waves that lashed India's coastline Sunday following an earthquake off the Indonesian coast. 

The confirmed death toll from the tsunamis in Sri Lanka reached 22,799 Thursday while in the Indian Ocean tourist paradise of Maldives, at least 75 people were killed. 
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U.S. aircraft carriers rush to aid tsunami zone
By Dan Eaton 

JAKARTA, Dec 30 (Reuters) - A U.S. aircraft carrier group was headed for Indonesia's tsunami-hit Aceh province on Thursday and several other U.S. military ships were on course to the Bay of Bengal to help with relief operations, officials said. 

The carrier USS Abraham Lincoln and four other vessels will be stationed off Aceh on the northern tip of Sumatra island where the death toll from Sunday's earthquake and tsunami has risen past 47,000. 

Another group of seven U.S. military ships, including a helicopter carrier, steamed for the Bay of Bengal in the Indian Ocean. 

Lieutenant General James T. Conway, joint chiefs of staff director of operations, told a briefing in Washington late on Wednesday the Lincoln group had 12 helicopters on board, "which we find extremely valuable in these types of scenarios". 

Conway, according to a transcript given to Reuters by the U.S. embassy in Jakarta, said a U.S. assessment team was expected in Aceh on Thursday. 

Teams had already been dispatched to Thailand and Sri Lanka, also hard hit by the tsunami that has killed more than 87,000 people across the region. 

He said the Lincoln carrier strike group had been in Hong Kong when the tsunami struck. It was diverted to the Gulf of Thailand and is now making its way to the Malacca Strait. 

The ships associated with the carrier group are expected to take position off the island of Sumatra, Conway said. 

He did not say exactly when the ships would arrive. A U.S. defence department official in Jakarta confirmed the carrier fleet was on its way. 

SHIPS CAN PRODUCE FRESH WATER 

Conway also said the USS Bonhomme Richard Expeditionary Strike Group of seven vessels, which had been in Guam -- in the Pacific Ocean -- had been diverted to the Bay of Bengal, where it would arrive before Jan. 7. 

"It has seven ships associated with the strike group (and) carries 25 helicopters, which will be valuable to us again in disaster relief," he said. 

He said five other ships of the squadron located in Guam were moving toward the disaster-hit areas of southern Asia. 

"These five ships have fresh-water-producing capability. Each ship can produce 90,000 gallons of fresh water a day, and of course that'll be extremely valuable as we have a number of requests already for fresh-water supply," Conway said. 

He said a sixth ship with a field hospital was also headed to the region. 

The United States suspended normal military ties with Indonesia in 1999 following allegations of widespread human rights abuses by its military in East Timor after the tiny province voted for independence. 

However, ties have begun to recover as Indonesia, the world's most populous Muslim country, has become a key ally in the U.S.-led war on terror. 

Aceh, 1,700 km (1,000 miles) northwest of Jakarta, is under civilian emergency rule as part of efforts to quell a separatist insurgency that began in 1976. 

Until Tuesday, it had been closed to foreign aid workers and journalists. 

Copyright © Reuters Limited. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of Reuters content is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of Reuters. Reuters shall not be liable for any errors or delays in the content, or for any actions taken in reliance thereon. 
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J Singapore Proposes Urgent Asean Mtg On Tsunami Disaster 
Source: OsterDowJones Select Date: December 30, 2004 
SINGAPORE, Dec 30, 2004 (ODJ Select via COMTEX) --(AP)--Leaders from Asia's wave-hit countries should meet within days to develop a strategy to cope with the devastation caused by Sunday's quake and tsunamis, Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong said late Thursday. 
Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia are all backing the plan, which would also bring together leaders or special representatives from the U.S., Japan, and Australia, as well as the United Nations, World Bank and World Health Organization, Lee said. 
The meeting, which both Bangkok and Jakarta have offered to host, could be held as soon as next week, Lee said. It would be organized through the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations and include leaders or representatives from India and Sri Lanka. 
"I have discussed this idea with President Yudhoyono, Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi and Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra today. All three have supported the proposal," Lee said, referring to the leaders of Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. 
"The foreign ministers will follow up to sort out the details," Lee said at an evening briefing on the Southeast Asian city-state's reaction to the mounting death toll and frantic relief efforts around the Indian Ocean. 
Asean's members are Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. 
12/30/2004 06:56:19 
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Diarrhea breaks out in tsunami-hit India 
By HARBAKSH SINGH NANDA, United Press International 
Source: United Press International Date: December 30, 2004 
NEW DELHI, Dec 30, 2004 (United Press International via COMTEX) --The worst fears of medical experts are coming true in the aftermath of tsunami disaster. Nagapattinam district in southern India has come under the spate of diarrhea, and authorities are rushing additional medical supplies in the region to contain the epidemic. 
Nagapattinam was among the worst affected districts of southern Tamil Nadu state when the undersea waves lashed the coastal district Sunday morning. More than 5,000 people were killed in Nagapattinam alone. 
The diarrhea has spread in the coastal villages of the district, and relief agencies are rushing in more drinking water to the region. 
"There are incidents of diarrhea in Eachankuppam, Akkaraipettai, Nagore, Aryanattukarai and other places. People are being rushed to hospital," Dr. V. Ramani told The Times of India. 
Ramani said there was shortage of medicines and disinfectants and called for urgent supplies of bleaching powder and antiseptics. 
Initial reports said so far 500 people had reported sick with symptoms of diarrhea and were being treated in camp hospitals set up by the government and relief agencies. 
Nagapattinam is also facing problems to dispose off the rotting corpses. "The bodies are badly decomposed. If we don't resort to mass burials, they could pollute the environment," the city police deputy Annie Vijaya said. 
International aid agencies and the UN had warned of such epidemics as a natural concomitant of putrefying bodies contaminating water and food. 
With thousands of bodies rotting and infrastructures in tatters, authorities and medical relief workers fear an epidemic. David Nabarro, head of crisis operations for the World Health Organization, said the main threat to life now is communicable diseases associated with a lack of clean water and sanitation. 
"There is certainly a chance that we could have as many dying from communicable diseases as from the tsunami," Nabarro told a news conference in Geneva. 
Nabarro said local hospitals and health services in affected regions were already overwhelmed by the initial impact. 
Of the total nearly 90,000 killed in the tsunami disaster across Asia, India accounted for more than 13,000 deaths. While 7,000 perished in Tamil Nadu, at least 5,000 were killed in the remote Andaman and Nicobar islands, which are closer to Indonesia than the mainland India. 
While 8,000 people are still reported missing in Tamil Nadu, more than 10,000 -- half of the total population of Car Nicobar islands -- is reported missing. 
"Car Nicobar has a population of 20,000, and half of them are missing," Governor Ram Tapase told reporters. 
Police chief S. B. Deol put the number of dead and missing at 10,000. He said, "The thrust now is on providing relief and evacuating people from the affected islands. 
The Andaman region has registered 61 aftershocks of magnitudes of 5 or more since Sunday's quake, with at least one aftershock clocking 6.1 on Richter scale. 
Indian officials say they failed to recognize or sound an alert in the two hours it took the killer waves to hit the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
"In the absence of instrumentation, we could not have known that the earthquake in Sumatra would lead to tsunami on our coasts," India's Minister of State for Science and Technology and Ocean Development Kapil Sibal told reporters. 
"It is not a phenomenon that has occurred in this part of the world," he said. "If we had had any inkling, we could have reacted faster." 
Sibal announced India would install its own tsunami warning system at a cost of $30 million. 
Meanwhile, international aid is pouring into Asia to help the survivors of the worst quake in 40 years. U.S. President George Bush announced a core group that will coordinate relief in the tsunami hit area. The group consists of U.S., India, Japan and Australia. Washington has pledged an initial grant of $35 million. 
In his first public statement since the tsunami struck on Sunday, Bush Wednesday claimed that criticisms of rich nations not giving enough for disaster relief were misguided. 
"I assure those leaders that this is just only the beginning of our help," he said. 
Jan Egeland, the emergency relief coordinator for the United Nations, had said on Monday that the Western nations had generally been "stingy." 
"I felt like the person who made that statement was very misguided and ill-informed," Bush said. "In the year 2004, our government provided $2.4 billion in food and cash and humanitarian relief. That's 40 percent of all the relief aid given in the world last year." 
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HEADLINE: TSUNAMI DISASTER: EARLY-WARNING SYSTEMS WILL TOP AGENDA AT UN DISASTER REDUCTION CONFERENCE INDIAN OCEAN COUNTRIES TO LEARN FROM PACIFIC REGION IN BID TO REDUCE DISASTER

BODY:


A TSUNAMI early-warning system for the Indian Ocean and southern Asia, similar to the one already in place in the Pacific, could be up and running within 12 months, according to senior United Nations officials.

It will top the agenda at the forthcoming World Conference on Disaster Reduction to be held under UN auspices in Kobe, Japan, in mid-January.

Scientists at the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre in Hawaii knew in advance on Boxing Day that south Asia would be hit but were unable to raise the alarm after failing to track down emergency planners. Alerts were not issued in Thailand until 9am, nearly an hour after the waves hit, while Sri Lanka lost two and a half hours' warning time between the quake and the devastation. The Thai government was accused of not acting on the warning, but a spokesman from the Seismological Bureau said it did not have the technology to do so. 

In the Pacific Ocean region, early-warning systems have been in place for years to protect towns on vulnerable coastlines that have experienced great destruction in the past. Now these areas are evacuated when threatened by tsunamis.

The meeting will provide an opportunity to learn from Pacific countries' experiences, and transfer knowledge of tsunami early-warning systems to those surrounding the Indian Ocean.

"I want to see that every coastal country around south Asia and south- east Asia has at least a basic but effective tsunami warning system in place by this time next year," said Salvano Briceno director of the UN's International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), which is organising the conference.

Reid Basher, co-ordinator of the ISDR's Platform for the Promotion of Early Warning, based in Bonn, Germany, says that early-warning and preparedness systems are one of the most effective ways to protect people from disasters.

"This is not just a matter of setting up a few instruments," said Mr Basher. "A tsunami warning system needs good public education and experienced emergency management to ensure warnings are well communicated, well understood, and rapidly acted upon."

The head of the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Conrad Lautenbacher, a retired Navy vice- admiral, yesterday called for a global surveillance system to forecast disasters like tsunamis.

"There's nothing to stop us doing it in a technical sense," he said. "It just hasn't gotten enough priority inside of each nation to support it. It's a matter of priorities and resources."

Twenty-six countries make up the International Co-ordination Group for the Tsunami Warning System which tries to predict where tsunamis will strike up to a half-day in advance. Only Thailand had any warning system among the 12 countries ravaged by tsunamis.
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HEADLINE: BUSH DEFENDS U.S. RESPONSE

BODY:


The U.S. President, George Bush, has defended the United States' assistance to Asian regions reeling from Sunday's earthquake-tsunami catastrophe and pledged long-term support for rebuilding nations.

Speaking to reporters at his Crawford ranch, Mr. Bush said the widespread destruction and 76,000 confirmed deaths resulting from the Indian Ocean tragedy were beyond our comprehension.''

The U.S. has contributed $ 35 million in immediate cash relief and joined a coalition with India, Japan and Australia to coordinate international relief efforts, he said. 

He criticised a suggestion made by a U.N. official that the world's richest nations had been stingy'' in their relief support. I felt like the person who made that statement was very misguided and ill-informed,'' he said. We're a very generous, kindhearted nation, and what you're beginning to see is a typical response from America.'' The U.S. contributed $ 2.4 billion to disaster relief efforts around the world in 2004, he said.

The press conference marked Mr. Bush's first public comments since the Sunday earthquake. Mr. Bush said he had spoken Wednesday morning with leaders of India, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Indonesia. I assured those leaders that this is only the beginning of our help.'' Along with the $ 35 million, the U.S. has responded by deploying disaster experts to the region and dispatching an aircraft carrier with a Marine expeditionary unit, Mr. Bush said.

<subheadline> Schroeder's suggestion

</subheadline>

He said he was confident that more nations would join the international coalition, which he said was designed to coordinate responses to both immediate humanitarian needs and long-term reconstruction efforts. He said he would also examine a suggestion from the German Chancellor, Gerhard Schroeder, to consider putting a moratorium on the debt of hard-hit Somalia and Indonesia.

<subheadline> Dark vision

</subheadline>

On other matters, Bush said that providing security for election officials in Iraq's coming election and creating a safe environment for voters are top American priorities. He condemned Osama bin Laden's broadcast that called for a boycott of the election. Mr. Bush said it was very important'' that the elections proceed.
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Tsunami aid may help broker Sri Lankan peace

By Joe Ariyaratnam

KILINOCHCHI, Sri Lanka, Dec 30 (Reuters) - The aftermath of a tsunami that destroyed vast swathes of Sri Lanka's coastline raised hopes on Thursday of a new era of peace between Tamil Tiger rebels and the government.

Just weeks after the Tigers threatened to resume a two-decade war for self-rule, rebel political wing leader S.P. Thamilselvan accepted a government offer of aid and vowed to work with officials to get supplies to survivors.

``This new tragic situation has laid the foundation for both parties to come together and work towards closing the division between the two parties,'' he said after a meeting with aid workers and Norwegian peace envoys in the northern rebel stronghold of Kilinochchi.

``The LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam) is very happy and encouraged by the government's offer and this would help break the rift between the two parties,'' he said.

The conciliatory tone followed an unprecedented statement by LTTE leader Velupillai Prabhakaran, who on Wednesday sent condolences to the southern Sinhalese he has warred against for 20 years at a cost of over 64,000 lives.

The tsunami that flooded Sri Lanka's famed, palm-fringed shores on Sunday has killed more than 24,000 people and counting.

The Tigers say almost half of the dead come from their northern and eastern strongholds and thousands have been buried in mass graves.

President Chandrika Kumaratunga has said relief would be given to all, irrespective of religion and politics. Thamilselvan said he had received a message from the government that aid would be not just for the short-term, but to rebuild the northeast.

Medatiors who met the Tigers were optimistic the tsunami would help bridge the political divide.

``I believe if this joint effort and this spirit of harmony prevails at this stage, a lasting peace in Sri Lanka will be achieved,'' said United Nations country representative Miguel Bermeo.

Tension between the Tigers and the government reached fever pitch last month, stoking fears of a slide back to a war.

The rebels vowed to resume their bloody freedom struggle, on hold after a three-year ceasefire, unless the government agreed to discuss granting them autonomy soon.

Killings and sporadic violence across the ethnic divide were becoming a daily routine but both sides appear to agree that coping with the tsunami aftermath should take precedence over their political battle.

Efforts to forge lasting peace have been deadlocked since last year over the rebels' central demand for interim self-rule.

The Tigers want the right to govern what they regard as their homeland of Tamil Eelam enshrined in the constitution before they will consider talking about a permanent end to their war.

The government says the rebels must agree to lasting peace first.
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BUSH ON U.S. ROLE: We will head disaster relief effort

Jim VandeHei, Robin Wright, Washington Post
	· 


	


Crawford, Texas -- President Bush said Wednesday the United States would spearhead a worldwide effort to provide financial, military and humanitarian assistance to the Asian nations devastated by one of the world's deadliest natural disasters. 
Speaking publicly for the first time since Sunday's Indian Ocean tsunami, Bush said the United States, India, Japan and Australia were forming an international coalition to provide immediate relief-and-rescue assistance and longer-term help rebuilding the nations ravaged by the tsunami. 
Bush said the initial U.S. pledge of $35 million in direct financial aid was "only the beginning of our help." Administration officials say Bush will pledge substantially more as damage assessments are completed. 
In the meantime, the administration has sent military personnel and equipment, including seven water-producing ships and one hospital vessel, as well as health experts to help stem the spread of deadly diseases throughout the flooded region. Three U.S. disaster assistance relief teams were scheduled to arrive today in Thailand, Sri Lanka and Indonesia to provide initial assessments of the damage and immediate needs. 
"These past few days have brought loss and grief to the world that is beyond comprehension," Bush said from his Texas ranch. "And together the world will cope with their loss. We will prevail over the destruction." 
Bush's remarks followed several days of criticism that the United States has not been as swift or generous as other countries in its response. But while administration officials said they had to assess the destruction before making specific commitments, there has been an outpouring of contributions from Americans to private and international aid groups. 
Bush was criticized for not taking a break from his vacation until Wednesday to address the issue in person and for offering an initial pledge of only $15 million in assistance, and the administration was pressed Wednesday to explain the timing and amount of its relief. 
"Moving a carrier strike force and a Marine Expeditionary Unit within 72 hours should not be considered dilly-dallying," State Department spokesman Adam Ereli said. "The planes are on the ground in Indonesia tonight." Rice and water purification equipment have already been unloaded in some stricken areas for distribution, U.S. officials noted. 
Yet critics noted that U.S. aid so far was about the equivalent of what the United States spent in seven hours for its military intervention in Iraq. "We spend $35 million before breakfast every day in Iraq," said Sen. Patrick Leahy of Vermont, ranking Democrat on the Senate Appropriations Committee. Leahy said Congress should include additional money for relief in upcoming spending measures for Iraq. The usual U.S. contribution during major disasters is 25 to 33 percent of total international aid, according to Brian Atwood, director of the U.S. Agency for International Development during the Clinton administration. 
So far, the U.S. contribution is 13 percent of the $270 million in international aid that the United Nations said Wednesday had been pledged since the tsunami struck. Spain has pledged $68 million, almost twice what United States has contributed so far. Japan has provided $30 million, Britain $29 million, Germany $27 million, Australia $27.6 million, France $20.5 million and Denmark $15.5 million, the United Nations reported. 
In Crawford, Bush noted that the United States had spent $2.4 billion on disaster relief aid in 2004, far more than any other nation. Another potential source of aid may be debt relief for stricken countries, an idea put forward by German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder. After speaking to the heads of Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Thailand and India for the first time since the earthquake, Bush said the United States would consider the German proposal for a moratorium on the debt of Indonesia and Somalia. 
U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan cut short his vacation and was returning to New York on Wednesday to oversee the U.N. relief effort, one of the largest in the organization's history, said his spokesman, Fred Eckhard. 
Jan Egeland, the U.N.'s emergency relief coordinator, said pledges and donations of immediate assistance had now passed $220 million, with fresh amounts arriving almost hourly. In addition, he said, there has been in-kind aid and military assistance that was worth tens of millions of dollars. 
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Asia Tsunami Death Toll May Pass 100,000

Asia Tsunami Death Toll Likely to Pass 100,000; Nations Issue Warnings of Possible New Tsunamis


An uprooted tree lies on the beach as damaged buildings of Indian Air Force officers, where more than 100 people reportedly were killed by tidal waves, is seen in background, in Nicobar, in India's southeastern Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Wednesday, Dec. 29, 2004. More than 75,000 people have been killed across south and southeast Asia, and as far as Somalia on Africas east coast following a massive earthquake close to Indonesia on Sunday, which triggered devastating tsunamis. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)

The Associated Press
BANDA ACEH, Indonesia Dec 30, 2004 — Residents fled coasts in India, Sri Lanka and Thailand after warnings of possible new tsunamis Thursday, and pilots in Indonesia dropped food to cliff-ringed villages yet to be visited by outsiders four days after the quake-and-wave disaster. The Red Cross feared the death toll across 11 nations would top 100,000. 

Surveys of the swath of tropical Asia struck by Sunday's 9.0 earthquake and tsunamis were gaining ground, with relief workers still uncovering scenes of flattened villages and survivors living on coconuts. 

The death toll stood at about 77,000, with Indonesia worst affected, followed by Sri Lanka, India and Thailand. With tens of thousands still missing, that number was almost certain to grow, amid fears that disease could bring a new wave of deaths. 

The Indian government issued a tsunami warning about midday Thursday following aftershocks in the Indian Ocean region, although there were no immediate signs of turbulent seas.


· Asia Tsunami Death Toll May Pass 100,000
· EU Executive Pushes for Tsunami Donor Conference
· Charting a Tsunami's Path
"We got into a truck and fled," said 40-year-old Gandhimathi of Nagappattinam in Tamil Nadu state, who said authorities told her to leave her home. "We took only a few clothes and left behind all of our belongings, everything we had." 

Sri Lanka's military later told residents there to be vigilant but not to panic, while coastal villagers climbed onto rooftops or sought high ground. "There is total confusion here," said Rohan Bandara in the coastal town of Tangalle. 

Tsunami sirens in southern Thailand sent people dashing from beaches, but only small waves followed the alarms. 

Meanwhile, military ships and planes rushed to get desperately needed aid to the ravaged coast of Sumatra, the Indonesian island closest to Sunday's quake. Countless corpses strewn on the streets rotted under the tropical sun causing a nearly unbearable stench. 

Food drops began along the coast, mostly of instant noodles and medicines, with some of the areas "hard to reach because they are surrounded by cliffs," said Budi Aditutro, head of the government's relief team. 

On the streets of Banda Aceh, a provincial capital in Sumatra, fights have broken out over packets of noodles dropped from military vehicles. 

"I believe the frustration will be growing in the days and weeks ahead," U.N. Undersecretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Jan Egeland said. 

The United States, India, Australia and Japan have formed an international coalition to coordinate worldwide relief and reconstruction efforts, President Bush announced. 

"We will prevail over this destruction," Bush said from his Texas ranch Wednesday. 

The number of deaths in Indonesia stood at more than 45,000. Authorities there said that did not include a full count from Sumatra's west coast though UNICEF estimated the toll for that country alone could be 80,000. 

Sri Lanka reported 22,800 dead, India more than 7,300 and Thailand 1,800 though that country's prime minister said he feared the toll would go to 6,800. A total of more than 300 were killed in Malaysia, Myanmar, Bangladesh, the Maldives, Somalia, Tanzania and Kenya. 

The disaster struck a band of the tropics that not only is heavily populated but attracts tourists from all corners. Throughout the world, people sought word of missing relatives, from small-town Sri Lankan fishermen to Europeans on sand-and-sun holidays. 

On hundreds of Web sites, the messages were brief but poignant: "Missing: Christina Blomee in Khao Lak," or simply, "Where are you?" 

But even as hope for the missing dwindled, survivors continued to turn up. 

A 2-year-old Swedish boy was reunited with his father days after the toddler was found alone on a roadside in Thailand's southern beach resort island of Phuket. In Sri Lanka, a lone fisherman named Sini Mohammed Sarfudeen was rescued Wednesday by an air force helicopter crew after clinging to his wave-tossed boat for three days. 

The body count mounted as survey teams reached remote areas. Peter Ress, operations support chief for the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, said the toll could top 100,000. 

Rescuers on Thursday plied the dense forests of India's remote Andaman and Nicobar islands, where authorities fear as many as 10,000 more people may be buried in mud and thick vegetation. Many hungry villagers were surviving on coconut milk, rescuers said. 

Mohammad Yusef, 60, a fisherman who fled his village and was holed up at a Catholic church in the territory's capital Port Blair along with about 800 others, said all 15 villages on the coast of Car Nicobar island had been destroyed. 

"There's not a single hut which is standing," he told The Associated Press. "Everything is gone. Most of the people have gone up to the hills and are afraid to come down," Yusef said. 

Many villagers had not eaten for two days and said that crocodiles had washed ashore during the disaster, compounding the horror of more than 50 aftershocks since Sunday's quake. 

In southern Thailand, crack rescue and forensic teams from Australia, Japan, Germany and Israel fanned out in a race to find survivors and identify rapidly decomposing corpses. 

"We have to have hope that we'll find somebody," said Ulf Langemeier, heading a team of 15 Germans who combed a wrecked resort early Thursday along with three sniffer dogs. 

Langemeier said there's always a chance of finding survivors trapped under rubble when earthquakes strike on land, but "when waves enter a building you have no chance."
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Tsunami death toll tops 87,000 

· 80,000 feared dead in Indonesia
· Panic after new wave warnings
· Aid agencies face devastation 

Jeremy Lennard and agencies
Thursday December 30, 2004 


A foreigner wearing a mask to protect himself from disease walks past pictures of dead tourists at Khao Lak, Thailand. Photograph: Pornchai Kittiwongsakul/AFP/Getty
 

As the official death toll from Sunday's devastating earthquake in the Indian Ocean climbed to 87,475, panic added to the misery of survivors today as aftershocks triggered warning of fresh tsunamis in India and Sri Lanka.

In Sri Lanka, people climbed onto the roofs of their houses while others fled away from the coastline after authorities used fire engines equipped with loudspeakers to urge residents to move to higher ground. The country's military urged people to be alert, but not to panic, while an earthquake expert said the aftershocks were probably not strong enough to produce tsunamis. 

But with neighbouring India ordering an evacuation of coastal areas, instructions that were heard on radios in Sri Lanka, some people did panic. 

"There is total confusion here," said Rohan Bandara, a resident of the coastal town of Tangelle. "The aim of all the people is not to see the waves again, so they are leaving." 

Cars, vans and motorbikes jammed roads leading away from coastlines. Some people hauled their most valuable possessions stuffed into plastic bags. 

"Some people whose houses weren't so badly affected by Sunday's tsunami are also now running toward welfare centres," said Suresh Devaraj, of Trincomalee, another coastal town. 

India said it issued its warning after information that several aftershocks in the region had pushed up the water level. An estimated 5.7 magnitude underwater earthquake was recorded at 5.18am local time (2118 GMT yesterday) off the coast of Sumatra. Other tremors were felt in Thailand and Burma. 

Jason Ali, a geologist at the University of Hong Kong, said today's seismic activity was around 1,000 times less powerful than Sunday's and probably not big enough to produce tsunamis. 

"It's probably going to have negligible impact," he said. 

Aftershocks of around magnitude 6.0 have been recorded in the Indian Ocean almost daily since Sunday, but have produced no significant tsunamis.

Aid workers arriving in the region are being confronted with devastation - entire towns and villages razed, and countless people - some of them with cuts and broken bones - searching desperately for clean water and food on streets covered in debris and dead bodies. 

With at least 5 million people in need, it is already one of the biggest humanitarian exercises in history, with 60 nations having pledged over $220m (£114.5m) in cash and hundreds of millions more in emergency supplies. 

Hundreds of tonnes of medical supplies have been flown to the wider region, but the UN admits only a fraction of the aid has got to where it is needed. 

"We are doing very little at the moment," said Jan Egeland, the UN's emergency relief coordinator. "It will take maybe 48 to 72 hours more to be able to respond to the tens of thousands of people who would like to have assistance today - or yesterday, rather."

"I believe the frustration will be growing in the days and the weeks ahead," he added. Some have not eaten since Sunday and now risk infections and diseases such as elephantiasis, cholera, typhoid, hepatitis, bronchitis, pneumonia, malaria, meningitis and haemorrhagic fever. 

Indonesia
In Indonesia, the country that bore the brunt of Sunday's earthquake and tsunami, government estimates put the death toll at 47,668. Unicef warned the total could rise to 80,000, with close to a million children in need.

Military helicopter pilots struggled to drop food into isolated villages surrounded by cliffs along the coast of Sumatra, as shortages and the fear of disease spread.

Unicef also estimated that 60% of Banda Aceh, the capital of the devastated Aceh province, was destroyed, with severe damage stretching across its 155-mile coastline. Government institutions have stopped functioning and basic supplies have almost run out, forcing even ambulances to ration fuel.

Countless bloated bodies, many of them young children, remained strewn on the streets and floating in the rivers of Banda Aceh under a tropical sun. Truckloads of bodies were delivered to freshly-dug mass graves, while others were simply swept up into the mountains of debris that clogged the narrow streets.

"Everything here has collapsed," said Brig Gen Achmad Hiayat, surgeon general of Indonesia's armed forces. "Even the government has collapsed. The hospitals, medical services are in disarray." 

Sri Lanka 

Amid the panic generated by today's tsunami warning, government officials in Colombia said the country's death toll had risen above 24,000. "There are 24,297 dead and 4,589 missing," Alam Meer, deputy director of the social welfare ministry, which is coordinating relief efforts, told Reuters. 

With some areas still to be contacted and scores of bodies being washed up on beaches along the south coast, the toll would rise further, he warned.

India
The Indian government said today that 13,230 people were dead or feared dead across the country. In a statement, it said 7,330 were confirmed dead and another 5,900 were missing and presumed dead. All the presumed dead are in the remote Andaman and Nicobar islands, where rescuers have yet to reach isolated areas.

Ram Kapse, the administrator of the islands, said there may be as many as 10,000 missing. Only about 359 bodies have been found so far, he added. "There's not a single hut which is standing," said Mohammad Yusef, a 60-year-old fisherman from Tea Top village on Car Nicobar, where about 800 survivors from around the islands have taken refuge in a local church. 

Mr Yusef said there were about 15 small villages on Car Nicobar's coastline and that all had been destroyed. "Everything is gone. Most of the people have gone up to the hills and are afraid to come down," he said. 

The Andaman and Nicobar territories are comprised of more than 500 islands south-east of India's mainland. About 350,000 people live on about 30 of the islands. 

Thailand
The country's prime minister, Thaksin Shinawatra, said today that he feared Thailand's death toll would rise to at least 7,000. 

"There are many people listed as missing and we think that 80% of them are feared dead, 20% may have lost contact," he told reporters. 

Officials say more than 6,000 Thais and foreigners as missing, while 1,975 are confirmed to have perished.

As Mr Thaksin spoke, rescue and forensic teams from Australia, Japan, Germany, Israel and other countries fanned out across areas of southern Thailand, racing against time to find survivors and identify rapidly decomposing bodies. 

Nationals of more than 40 countries were on holiday in six provinces of southern Thailand when disaster struck. They include some 1,500 Swedes, 200 Finns, 200 Danes and hundreds of Norwegians, according to reports from Scandinavian capitals. 

"We have to have hope that we'll find somebody," said Ulf Langemeier, the leader of 15 German veterans of earthquake disasters who were using sniffer dogs to comb a wrecked resort with under huge floodlights early today. 

Mr Langemeier said there was always a chance of finding survivors trapped under rubble when earthquakes strike on land, but "when waves enter a building you have no chance".
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Millions hunt for food after tsunami

Thu Dec 30, 2004 10:00 AM GMT 
	
	


By Tomi Soetjipto and Dean Yates

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia (Reuters) - Millions of people on Indian Ocean shores are scrambling for food and clean water, with disease and hunger now the main threats stalking survivors of the most devastating tsunami on record.

The death toll rose above 87,000 but the true scale of the disaster may not be known for weeks, if ever, as rescuers battle to reach remote areas and grieving survivors searched for bodies.

The scale that is known is staggering.

"Villages have been washed away," said Rod Volway of CARE Canada, whose emergency response team was one of the first into Indonesia's northern Aceh province, the worst-hit area with more than half of known deaths.

"This isn't just a situation of giving out food and water. Entire towns and villages need to be rebuilt from the ground up."

Some areas have yet to be reached. The death toll could rise to 100,000, said Peter Rees of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

U.N. officials say children could make up a third of victims.

As the world pledged $220 million (115 million pounds) in cash and sent a flotilla of ships and aircraft laden with supplies, history's biggest relief operation battled with the enormity of the task.

"As many as 5 million people are not able to access what they need for living," said David Nabarro, head of a World Health Organisation (WHO) crisis team.

Many villages and resorts are now little more than mud-covered rubble, blanketed with the stench of corpses after a 9.0 magnitude underwater quake off the Indonesian island of Sumatra triggered the tsunami. Thousands of bodies rotting in the tropical heat were tumbled into mass graves.

AID CHAOS

Authorities predict a second round of deaths among those who survived Sunday's monster wave from diseases such as dysentery, cholera and typhoid fever caused by contaminated food and water.

Survivors in Aceh complained aid was only trickling in despite a mountain of supplies stacking up at the local airport. Aid officials blamed poor coordination with the military.

"There's no information. Just what you hear on the street. The coordination is very bad," said Banda Aceh resident Zulkarnaen, 36.

Hungry crowds jostling for aid biscuits besieged people delivering them in the town, so some drivers dared not stop.

"Some cars come by and throw food like that. The fastest get the food, the strong one wins. The elderly and the injured don't get anything. We feel like dogs," said Usman, 43.

In Sri Lanka's worst-hit area Ampara, residents ran things themselves, going around with loudhailers, asking people to donate pots and pans, buckets of fresh water and sarongs.

"The government has done nothing for us so far," said shopkeeper Mohammed Tamir, who lost a wife and daughter.

Indonesian aircraft dropped food to isolated areas along the western coast of Sumatra, an island the size of Florida.

"Frustration will be growing in the days and the weeks ahead," said U.N. emergency relief coordinator Jan Egeland.

Well over a million people have been left homeless. Hospitals are overwhelmed with the injured -- an estimated 100,000 or more.

The United Nations prepared what could be its largest appeal for donations to cope with its biggest, costliest relief effort.

U.S. President George W. Bush said a U.S. pledge of $35 million was just a start. A U.S. military unit based in Japan will set up a post in Thailand to run U.S. efforts.

The Pentagon is sending an aircraft carrier group to Sumatra and another group including a helicopter carrier was headed for the Bay of Bengal.

The financial costs, estimated at up to $14 billion, are tiny relative to human suffering. Japan's 1995 Kobe earthquake killed 5,000 but cost $132 billion.

FRESH TSUNAMI ALERT

The strongest earthquake in 40 years and the unprecedented tsunami it triggered kept nerves jangling in the region.

India issued fresh alerts for all areas hit by the killer tsunami, prompting a panicked exodus from coastal areas, and in the Andaman and Nicobar islands, near the epicentre of Sunday's quake, police said aftershocks could cause high waves and evacuated hundreds of residents from some coastal areas.

But there were no signs of giant waves and the U.S. Geological Survey said it was unaware of any aftershock large enough to trigger a fresh tsunami.

Overnight aftershocks in Indonesia's Banda Aceh, also near the epicentre, sent people fleeing their homes.

"I was sleeping, but fled outside in panic. If I am going to die, I will die here. Just let it be," said Kaspian, 26.

In north Sri Lanka, survivors recovering corpses faced a new danger -- floating landmines from a long-running conflict.

Sunday's waves tore relatives from each other's arms, swept trucks and buses through buildings and flipped boats onto land.

Holiday-makers were among those caught by surprise. Nearly 5,000 foreigners are missing, mostly in Thailand.

Officially, only some 200 tourists have been reported as killed but some 1,500 Swedes, 1,000 Germans and hundreds of others are reported missing. Dutch, German and Swiss forensic teams flew into Thailand to help identify bodies.

The quake was so powerful, U.S. scientists said it made the Earth jolt on its axis and shifted islands. Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India and Thailand faced death tolls in the thousands. Hundreds were killed in the Maldives, Myanmar, Malaysia and east Africa.

The tsunami is the world's biggest disaster since a cyclone killed 130,000 people in Bangladesh in 1991.

Former German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, who narrowly escaped the devastation while on a Sri Lanka holiday, said it looked like World War Two.

"It reminded me of the images from the war that I lived through as a youth. It looked like a bomb attack," he said. 

© Reuters 2004. All Rights Reserved. 
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Death toll may top 100,000 in SE Asia

By ASSOCIATED PRESS

An aerial shot shows boats stranded on the shore after Sunday's powerful tidal wave in the coastal town Galle, Sri Lanka.

Thai school boys help loading relief bags at the relief center at Phuket city hall in Phuket province, southern Thailand. International teams and more than 13,000 Thais were mounting the country's largest ever rescue and relief operation.

Advertisement

The Red Cross says that the death toll from Sunday's deadly earthquake and subsequent tsunami in Southeast Asia may top 100,000 throughout the 11 nations struck.

Currently, the number of dead sits at around 90,000. One third of the victims are children, according to UN estimates.

Indonesia was hit hardest, followed by Sri Lanka, and then Thailand. Tens of thousands are still missing.

More than 52,000 people died in Indonesia alone, and the number could grow to 80,000 in Indonesia itself, officials said. Over 22,800 people were reported dead in Sri Lanka, according to the Associated Press. India is reporting a body count of 7,300. In Thailand, the number of victims stands at 1,800, with the fear of the number growing to 6,800. There were over 300 people killed in Malaysia, Myanmar, Bangladesh, the Maldives, Somalia, Tanzania and Kenya.

The prime minister of Sri Lanka, Thaksin Shinawatra, told reporters: "There are many people listed as missing and we think that 80 percent of them are feared dead. Twenty percent may have lost contact."

Rescue and aid teams from around the world have arrived in the stricken areas to continue the search for missing people, and to provide relief for those who survived.

The prospects, however, are grim.

Ulf Langemeier, chief of 15 German veterans of earthquake disasters currently helping in Sri Lanka, sounded an ominous note: there's always a chance of finding survivors trapped under rubble when earthquakes strike on land, but "when waves enter a building you have no chance."

In India, rescuers are following the stench of death to find rotting bodies in the jungles on the remote Andaman and Nicobar islands; thousands are believed to have died there.

The United States aid efforts are focusing on providing clean water and basic sanitation in the South Asian areas hit by tsunamis, in an attempt to prevent illness and more deaths among survivors.

Food drops have begun along the coast, mostly of instant noodles and medicines. But some of the areas are "hard to reach because they are surrounded by cliffs," said Budi Aditutro, head of the Indonesian government's relief team.

Many officials have expressed concern about the possible increase in deaths that could ensue due to diseases emanating from bacteria in the water and air caused by dead bodies and sewage.

The United Nations warned that it could take days to get help to many survivors.

As thousands of bodies are being dumped in mass graves in an effort to preempt the spread of disease, the Pan American Health Organization has said that dead bodies cannot cause outbreaks of disease, hoping to avert the panicked mass burials of unidentified victims.

Sporadic cases of diarrhea are being reported, but the number will "obviously increase" as relief organizations penetrate further into the affected areas, said Jamie McGoldrick, an emergency relief coordinator of the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Geneva. It is no more than expected at this stage of a natural disaster, said Dr. David Nabarro, head of crisis operations for the World Health Organization.

Residents of more than 40 countries were reported vacationing in Southeast Asia when the disaster struck. As local governments search for the missing Asians, foreign governments are continuing the hunt for their own missing citizens.

Meanwhile, tens of thousands of residents are fleeing the coasts of India, Sri Lanka and Thailand after warnings of impending new tsunamis were broadcast midday Thursday. So far, no signs of turbulent seas have yet been sighted. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Wave aid 'too slow to save lives' 

	
The hunt for survivors is drawing to a close


Aid workers around the Indian Ocean are struggling to reach millions of victims of Sunday's devastating tsunami waves. 
Relief teams and supplies are pouring into the region, but have yet to reach the hardest hit and remote areas. 
There are reports of desperate people fighting over aid. Aftershocks and fears of new tsunamis have sown panic among survivors in Indonesia and India. 
Millions remain at risk from hunger and disease, five days after the disaster, now known to have killed 84,000 people. 
The US, Australia, Japan and India have formed a coalition to provide relief. 
Foreign governments have pledged more than $220m in aid - $35m of which is promised by the US. 
Click here for map of affected area 
But the UN's relief co-ordinator, Jan Egeland, said it will take another "two or three days" for the relief effort to get into full swing - by which time it may be too late for "tens of thousands of people who would like to have assistance today - or yesterday". 
	
	CONFIRMED DEATH TOLL 

Indonesia: 52,000 

Sri Lanka: 22,800 

India: 7,330 

Thailand: 1,975 

Somalia: 120 

Burma: 90 

Maldives: 67 

Malaysia: 65 

Tanzania: 10 

Seychelles: 1 

Bangladesh: 2 

Kenya: 1 


World's worst disasters 
At-a-glance: Countries hit 
Aceh damage 'catastrophic' 


"We are doing very little at the moment," he admitted. 
"I believe the frustration will be growing in the days and weeks ahead." 
Survivors have begun to express anger in the Indonesian province of Aceh, near the epicentre of Sunday's earthquake. 
"There is no food here whatsoever. We need rice. We need medicine. I haven't eaten in two days," a local woman told Reuters news agency. 
Fights have broken out over food packets in the provincial capital, Banda Aceh, the Associated Press news agency reports. 
Panic 
The BBC's Andrew Harding says relief supplies are barely trickling into the city where drinking water is also scarce and corpses clog the streets. 
	
Thousands of survivors, broken by their loss, face new dangers


A lone airport serves the entire region and road links to many remote areas have been washed away by sea waters, he says. 
Indonesia's navy has sent ships to isolated communities on the west coast of Sumatra, but the picture there remains unclear. 
On Thursday, aftershocks off Indonesia triggered fresh panic among survivors in Aceh. 
Officials in southern India later issued a tsunami warning, prompting many residents to flee coastal areas. 
The mood began to calm again after high waves failed to materialise, reports said. 
There were similar rumours in Sri Lanka where the military urged people not to panic. 
Disease 
Across the region thousands remain unaccounted for since the 9.0 magnitude undersea earthquake off Sumatra that forced a wall of water smashing into coastlines as far away as east Africa. 
	
	KEY AID PLEDGES 

EU $44m 

US: $35m 

Canada: $33m 

Japan: $30m 

UK: $28.9m 

Australia: $27m 

France: $20.4m 

Denmark: $15.6m 

Saudi Arabia: $10m 

Norway: $6.6m 

Taiwan: $5.1m 

Finland: $3.4m 

Kuwait: $2.1m 

Netherlands: $2.6m 

UAE: $2m 

Ireland $1.3m 

Singapore: $1.2m 

Source: Reuters, United Nations 


Tsunami: how to help 


There are fears that epidemics will erupt because water supplies have been contaminated. 
The UN has said it is set to issue what may be its largest ever appeal for aid. 
The US is sending two aircraft carriers and other ships to the region. It is also using its spy satellites to assess damage to roads, bridges, ports and airfields. 
The head of the World Health Organization's crisis team, David Nabarro, said as many as five million people cannot get water, food or adequate sanitation. 
International aid is beginning to arrive at some of the worst-hit areas along Sri Lanka's southern and eastern coast, says the BBC's Gina Wilkinson in Galle. 
The priority, she says, is to prevent an outbreak of water-borne disease amid the hot and humid conditions. 
IMPACT OF THE EARTHQUAKE 

Reuters

FEATURE-Island woes stark warning for land dwellers 
By Ed Stoddard 

PILANESBERG NATIONAL PARK, South Africa, Dec 30 (Reuters) - 

The extinction of whole species, once specific to isolated islands, is becoming a trend across continents. 

According to the World Conservation Union, a total of 784 species have become extinct since AD 1500, when accurate historical and scientific records began. 

While the vast majority of extinctions since that time have occurred on islands, over the past 20 years continental extinctions have become as common. 

Scientists say that island-style extinctions are creeping onshore because continental habitats are being diced up by human activities-- a process that is creating what biologists term ``virtual islands.'' 

Fences, asphalt, farms and cities -- not water -- are the boundaries which confine and isolate these man-made islands. 

``Island biogeography is no longer an offshore enterprise. It has come to the mainlands. It's everywhere,'' says natural history writer David Quammen in his book ``Song of the Dodo: Island Biogeography in an Age of Extinction.'' 

``The problem of habitat fragmentation, and of the animal and plant populations left marooned within the various fragments that are untenable for the long term, has begun showing up all over the surface of the planet,'' he writes. 

Small island states will be in focus at a United Nations conference next month in Mauritius. 

Rising sea levels linked to climate change are among the problems facing these countries, many of which are poor and ill-equipped to deal with catastrophe -- but their size and isolation present other dangers as well. 

These dangers are a warning to people living on continents as terrestrial ecosystems become fragmented like islands. 

VULNERABLE TO EXTINCTION 

Island life is susceptible to extinction for a number of reasons. 

Isolation and a lack of predators means that many of the bird species which have evolved on them have been flightless. 

So when people first appeared, these ``ecologically naive'' creatures -- to use the biological jargon -- were easy pickings for settlers or sailors in search of fresh protein. The result was that many species were hunted to extinction. 

Such was the fate of the dodo of conference host Mauritius. 

A limited gene pool can be another consequence. And small territories are especially vulnerable to disease or sudden natural disasters, such as the tsunamis that washed over much of Asia on Sunday. 

These trends are now appearing on mainland territory. 

MAN-MADE ISLANDS 

Take the virtual island managed by Mandy Momberg. 

The park ecologist for South Africa's Pilanesberg National Park, she is responsible for 50,000 hectares (123,600 acres) of recovering wilderness surrounded by high-voltage electric fencing. 

``Pilanesberg is an island ... and attempting to manage the ecology here is always a learning experience,'' she said. 

At first glance, it looks like a conservation success story. 

Proclaimed in 1979, more than 50 species of large wild mammals native to the region -- including the so-called ``Big 5,'' elephant, rhino, buffalo, lion and leopard -- now roam on land once used for cattle farming and citrus orchards. 

Set in rugged hills on the site of an ancient volcano 150 km (90 miles) northwest of Johannesburg, it has 354 species of birds, 65 different kinds of reptiles and 18 amphibians. 

``At last count we had 172 elephants. The thumbsuck is that 100 elephants is the carrying capacity. Culling is an option we might have to consider,'' said Momberg. 

``There are very few big trees here because of the elephants. They are changing the landscape into an open savannah system.'' 

Although small islands often have a dearth of large predators, Pilanesberg is full of them, including wild dogs, cheetahs and brown hyenas, not to mention the very big cats. 

``We've got too many predators here,'' Momberg said. ``The wild dogs need more room. They have been running their prey into the fence and appear to have a 100 percent kill rate on hunts.'' 

Other ``island-like'' characteristics have cropped up in the fragments that constitute South Africa's many game farms, where antelope species are often raised without exposure to predators. 

Like their counterparts on islands that lack big meat-eaters, they have become ecologically naive. 

``We were concerned about too much predation so we brought in about 600 new animals, different antelopes, bought from game farms. Some of them walked right up to the predators like the lions because they were curious,'' she said. 

The results, of course, were fatal. 

At least Pilanesberg's ecosystem can be monitored and managed and there are plans to link it with other parks via corridors, which will remove many of the current pressures. 

Other animals stuck on ``man-made'' islands may not be so lucky and we can only guess at what the long-term impact of places like Pilanesberg will have on wild populations. 

In her novel ``Malaria,'' Susan Hillmore depicts the slaughter of the planet's last herd of wild elephants on an Asian island, a former oasis turned to ruin. 

The last wild elephants may well find themselves confined to an island but it is more likely to be a ``virtual'' one on a continent rather than Hillmore's fictionalised dystopia at sea. 

And such confinement may well signal their doom. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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WAVE OF DESTRUCTION 

By JAMES HOOKWAY 

MALE, Maldives -- The pristine coral reefs that draw hundreds of thousands of visitors each year to this far-flung island nation in the Indian Ocean may have spared the country the worst of the devastation wreaked by the tsunami that hammered countries across Asia this week.

Officials here say the extensive reefs that ring the Maldives smothered the tsunami, preventing it from breaking on the archipelago's most heavily populated atolls. Though 69 people are confirmed dead in the country so far, it could have been much worse if unhampered tourism and practices such as dynamite fishing had been allowed to damage the intricate 500-mile network of coral reefs that buffer the islands from the open sea.

"The waves hit the islands flat, with little force. They didn't break, it was mostly just a swell," says Ismail Firag, deputy director of planning and development at the Maldives ministry of tourism, and who once studied the effect of tsunamis in Fiji. "I was worried that the reef would break up, but it didn't."

Since tourism became a significant driver of the Maldives economy in the 1970s, the government has taken careful steps to prevent an influx of tourists from damaging the area's ecosystem or adversely influencing the country's conservative Islamic traditions. Visitors are restricted to designated islands, and the number of arrivals is closely monitored.

The policy contrasts sharply with the more haphazard approach to tourism and the environment that has prevailed in other Asian countries such as Thailand, Indonesia and the Philippines, where many coral reefs have long since perished -- dynamited for fishing or smothered in silt from shoreline developments.

The balance between development and conservation is difficult to maintain for this nation of 270,000 people. On one hand, tourism accounted for 31% of the Maldives gross domestic product last year and provided 40% of the country's revenue as well as thousands of jobs. On the other, overstressing the reefs could deter tourists and choke off the lifeblood of the country's economy.

[Map of the Maldives]

By restricting tourism to expensive resorts, the Maldives has effectively limited the number of people visiting to about 600,000 a year, a figure government officials believe ensures a solid stream of revenue without harming the environment. Most tourists depart by seaplane or boat for outlying resort islands immediately on arrival in Male, making their presence less obtrusive.

In the aftermath of this week's tsunamis, the government's policies appear to have inadvertently saved the country from the havoc that has taken tens of thousands of lives in at least 10 other countries. Moreover, instead of tourists fleeing, as they have elsewhere, the Maldives is holding on to many of its upmarket guests, some of whom spend $800 a night to stay at its island resorts.

Mr. Firag, the tourism official, says that Tuesday, two days after the tsunami struck, the average occupancy rate at Maldives hotels still was a relatively robust 61%, compared with the annual average of 78%. Of the country's 87 resorts, 56 are operating normally and 19 have yet to reopen. Another 12 are partially operating.

Better yet, a surge of departures following the disaster has receded. There are currently more than 10,000 tourists in the country and more are arriving daily, mainly from Europe and Asia.

Nevertheless, many government officials worry that the barrage of horrifying news prompted by the tsunami may have a disproportionately strong effect on the Maldives because of its reliance on tourism. Information Minister Ahmed Abdullah said the combined cost of restoring damaged housing, telecommunications and health-care infrastructure could reach the equivalent of two years of the nation's GDP, or the total value of all goods and services produced in a nation.

"It's important to get some sympathy for the Maldives," Mr. Abdullah said.

Deputy Foreign Secretary A.H. Zakariyya said the psychological impact of the tsunami is an unpredictable factor that could weigh on the Maldives' tourist business for years. "We've never been subjected to this kind of trauma. It may take years for us to heal," he said.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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sunami death toll tops 115,000

Relief workers find devastation in Indonesia

Thursday, December 30, 2004 Posted: 1318 GMT (2118 HKT) 
	
	

	
	


BANDA ACEH, Indonesia (CNN) -- The death toll from Sunday's tsunamis has jumped sharply to over 115,000 after Indonesia reported nearly 80,000 people were killed in that country alone.
U.N. relief workers arrived in Indonesia's Aceh province to find devastation in the region closest to the epicenter of the earthquake that spawned the killer tsunamis.

Emergency workers reported that in some parts of Aceh, as many as one in every four citizens was dead.

Scenes of destruction -- homes and businesses flattened, buses tossed about like toys, piles of rubble filling the streets -- were repeated across the region, as were the scenes of grief -- residents and vacationers searching in vain for loved ones, or, at times, finding them in makeshift morgues.

Aceh province, nearly inaccessible in the best of times because of its remoteness and the presence for years of an armed insurgency, was even more cut off after Sunday's disaster. 

The events began just before 7 a.m. (midnight GMT Saturday) when a massive earthquake -- at 9.0, the strongest in the world since 1964 -- struck just 160 kilometers (100 miles) off Aceh's coast.

The tsunami swamped shores, villages, the jungle and Aceh's capital, Banda Aceh, which was almost completely destroyed.

Boats slammed into bridges, and bodies were left lying on the streets or still buried beneath rubble left behind when the water subsided, CNN's Mike Chinoy reported.

Dino Patti Djalal, spokesman for Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, said the Indonesian military's 30,000-strong force in the province was devastated.

"The military and the police were hard hit. Hundreds were killed," he said. "One military helicopter survived."

Djalal said aid had begun arriving in the devastated province, but Chinoy said the capital showed little signs of it.

And the aftershocks continued, dozens of them, four days after the initial event. 

Two of those -- both since 7 a.m. (midnight GMT Tuesday) -- topped 6.0 magnitude and were centered in India's remote Andaman and Nicobar Islands, part of the same chain as Sumatra. (Full story)

One, measuring 6.2, was centered about 300 km (200 miles) from Point Blair, on Andaman Island to the north, and Banda Aceh, to the south, just before midnight Wednesday.

On Thursday, Indian authorities issued a fresh tsunami alert and warned people in coastal areas to head for higher ground, despite the apparent absence of any major seismological activity. Reports of the warning triggered panic in the streets of Port Blair. (Full story)

Indian authorities have just begun to reach the area near the epicenter of the quakes. The impact of the aftershocks there was not yet known.

On the Indian coast, survivors wondered what they would do now that their homes have been flattened.

In Sri Lanka, survivors told CNN they were afraid and hopeless after losing everything they owned and seeing members of the families swept out to sea. 

The relief effort was expected to be the largest ever, requiring millions of dollars just to stabilize the area and prevent the aftermath of the disaster from killing even more people -- as many as double the current toll, according to one World Health Organization (WHO) official. (Full story)

WHO's David Nabarro told CNN that survivors are at risk of diarrhea, respiratory infections and insect-borne diseases that could result in "quite high rates of death," but he quickly added that the living are in more danger from other survivors than from the dead. (Full story)

"The fundamental need at the moment is to look after the well-being of living people and to make sure that they have what they need for life," he said. 

"And the requirement to properly dispose of dead people through burial or some other method in a way that is appropriate for the local tradition is certainly there. But it's not urgent from the point of view of public health."

Nabarro also said the mental health of the survivors is at risk. "Tremendous mental scarring" results from disasters like this one, he said.

Yvette Stevens of U.N. Emergency Relief said rebuilding would likely cost "billions" -- and completing the job "could take years."

Jan Egeland, the United Nations' emergency relief coordinator, said $220 million had been pledged or donated so far, and about the same in "in-kind donations" such as supplies and personnel.

The death count continues to climb. 

On Thursday, Indonesian official said the death toll had nearly doubled, from 45,000 to 79,940.

Sri Lankan authorities increased its death toll on Wednesday to 23,015 with more than 4,000 people still reported missing. The flooding also injured more than 8,200 people.

International aid convoys arrived Wednesday in Galle on the southwest corner of the island, bringing drinking water and other aid to residents.

Officials have little information from the north and east -- the hardest hit areas and, like Indonesia's northern Sumatra, home to an armed insurgency, although one that was under the terms of a cease-fire at the time of the disaster.

Across Sri Lanka, some 1.5 million people have been forced to leave their homes and more than 745,000 no longer have homes. They crowded shelters and wandered aimlessly down streets, past signs wishing a "happy new year."

In the coastal town of Matara, locals said some 30 to 40 Western tourists were surfing when the tsunami hit, and all are missing and presumed dead. Police are trying to stem looting, which broke out shortly after the disaster, as relief slowly trickles into the area.

Just before the towering waves washed over Sri Lanka, they swamped the vacation shores of Thailand, home to 40 percent of the country's $10 billion tourism industry.

Thai officials have confirmed 1,830 deaths, more than 1,000 of which are believed to have been in the low-lying coastal province of Phang Na.

Thailand Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra said Thursday that casualties in his country from Sunday's tsunami could reach 3,000.

Shinawatra said 519 of the total were foreigners, and there are 4,265 people missing. 

Some of Thailand's smaller vacation islands were swallowed by the water, Thailand's Foreign Minister Surakiart Sathirathai said.

As far away as Somalia on Africa's east coast, reports trickled in of fishermen swept out to sea and swimmers lost. Egeland said entire villages were swept away in Somalia, and Kenya television reporter Lillian Odera said "hundreds" were killed there.

In all, at least 11 countries -- including the Maldives, Myanmar, Malaysia, Bangladesh and Tanzania -- were affected by the monstrous waves.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Service

In UN relief effort after Asian tsunami, some details fall below public radar 

Devastated homes on the northern coast of Sri Lanka

30 December 2004 – From floating mines – the dislodged detritus of long running civil war – to the psychological after-shocks of Asia's devastating tsunami, the massive United Nations relief operation is addressing the mini-crises that may slip below the radar of public attention amid the glare devoted to the immediate health and shelter emergencies. 

In Sri Lanka, where a ceasefire is holding between the Government and Tamil separatist forces in the north and east, mines seeded years ago may yet bear deadly fruit, posing a risk to hundreds of thousands of people driven from their homes by the giant waves as well as an impediment to relief efforts. 

"Mines were floated by the floods and washed out of known mine fields, so now we don't know where they are and the warning signs on mined areas have been swept away or destroyed," UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) official Ted Chaiban said in the capital, Colombo. "The greatest danger to civilians will come when they begin to return to their homes, not knowing where the mines are." 

To address the psycho-social needs of children throughout nearly a dozen countries devastated by the tsunami, selective in-service teacher training will be supported to equip teachers with specific methods and activities, UNICEF said. 

While limited in their capacity and depth of the response to shock, teachers can still be trained to carryout activities which allow children, many of them orphaned, to share their feelings and to better cope with the aftermath of the disaster. In addition, teams of child counsellors will be trained and sent to schools. 

The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is joining this effort, mobilizing its partners, including professional teachers organizations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), to provide psychological support to traumatized children. It will also seek ways to help displaced children and those left disabled by the disaster to continue their schooling. 

Turning its attention to historic sites on its World Heritage List which were hit by the tsunami, among them the Old Town of Galle in Sri Lanka, and Mahabalipuram and the Sun Temple of Koranak in India, UNESCO is sending damage assessment missions to decide on appropriate action. 

Beyond the headline-grabbing attention paid to deadly disaster-specific diseases stemming from contaminated water such as cholera, typhoid and respiratory illnesses, there also lurk the endemic regional scourges that may now receive a boost, such as malaria and dengue. 

"Standing water and soggy fields created by the tsunamis are perfect for mosquito breeding," UNICEF warned. There is also the threat of measles - the one infectious disease likely to spread in epidemic proportions through densely populated camps of displaced persons. 

As to the full scope of the catastrophe, the habitual secrecy of a military junta and the narrower interests of tourist producing countries may serve to mask the true dimensions, the agency noted. 

Although outlying islands in Myanmar have been totally devastated, entire fishing fleets are feared lost and coastal communities seriously affected, UNICEF said it was very difficult to get a clear picture of the full extent of the crisis since "the military junta tends to keep quiet about natural disasters." 

Meanwhile in neighbouring Thailand, "while the effects on foreign tourists at the resort centres of Phuket have grabbed world headlines, it is the Thai coastal communities which have borne the brunt of the devastation," the agency added. 

As for the scale of the disaster the figures range from the small to the almost incomprehensibly vast. In Somalia the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) cites figures of 114 dead and over 100 fishing boats missing while in Indonesia, where tens of thousands perished, UNICEF reports that 4.5 million people have been affected by the tsunami and 100,000 houses were lost. 

And the UN World Health Organization (WHO) warned today that up to 5 million people in Southeast Asia were without basic services.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Service

Daunting logistical problems confront UN efforts to reach Asian tsunami victims 

UNHCR handing over plastic mats in Wattala, Sri Lanka

30 December 2004 – Beyond the enormous effort to raise donations in cash and kind, one of the major challenges confronting the massive United Nations operation to bring relief to the survivors of the devastating Asian tsunami is to ensure that the aid reaches those who need it most despite daunting logistical and access problems. 

As reports flowed in of hungry survivors clamouring for food, clean water and other aid four days after the tsunami struck a dozen countries, UN officials noted that many of the most devastated areas, like Aceh in Indonesia, already suffered from poor infrastructure with access worsened by the disaster. But they vowed there would be rapid improvement. 

"Quite a lot is being done," Mr. Annan told reporters today when questioned about bottlenecks keeping immediate assistance away from those most in need. He said various governments were now offering communications and transport and moving military capabilities to the region, using Bangkok as a hub to reach other areas. 

UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland conceded there were problems all over, given the vastness of the catastrophe stretching from Southeast Asia to the east coast of Africa. 

"I agree it is beyond the reach of all our combined resources in these five massive parallel operations from Somalia to Indonesia," he said when asked about problems of transportation and coordination. 

He said the main problems were in Aceh but that 50 trucks of relief supplies were arriving there today and eight full airplanes were due in tomorrow. He discussed with Washington today the possibility of drawing on United States assets to install an air-freight handling centre in Aceh, and tomorrow the UN will set up a camp for relief workers there. 

He had received reports that 40,000 people are dead in just one area of Aceh where "infrastructure was the worst to start with, distances are the biggest and most of the existing infrastructure is totally, totally gone," he added. 

In Geneva, Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator Margareta Wahlström, en route for a visit to the area, told reporters 3,000 metric tons of food would be shipped in to Aceh in the next few days. 

Ms. Wahlström, just appointed Special Coordinator for Humanitarian Assistance to Tsunami-affected communities, said the situation in Colombo airport in Sri Lanka was difficult due to the backlog of flights and additional baggage handlers and fuel assistants had been brought in. 

Mr. Egeland has acknowledged that frustration among the survivors will grow in the days ahead. 

"It will take maybe 48 to 72 hours more to be able to respond to the tens of thousands of people who would like to have assistance today - or yesterday, rather," he said yesterday.
UN News Service

Annan convenes emergency meeting to oversee UN tsunami relief operations 

30 December 2004 – With the United Nations health agency warning that up to 5 million people in Southeast Asia are without basic services after Sunday's devastating tsunami, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today chaired a top level emergency meeting to oversee what may turn out to be the largest ever UN relief effort for a natural disaster. 

"This is an unprecedented, global catastrophe and it requires an unprecedented, global response," Mr. Annan told a news conference after rushing back to UN Headquarters in New York from an interrupted holiday to convene a session of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) as reports put the death toll at close to 120,000 and still rising, the number of injured at half a million and those displaced at 1 million. 

Beyond the emergency appeals for immediate assistance he appealed to the international community to remain committed for the longer term. "We know that the impact will be felt for a long time to come," he said. 

Half a billion dollars in assistance have already been pledged or received, as well as contributions in kind in what he called "a good response," and he stressed the "absolutely essential" need for coordination of relief efforts both in the immediate and the longer term. 

Emphasizing the UN's coordinating role, he said he saw no conflict between the world body and the Core Group of Australia, India, Japan and the United States, which President George W. Bush has announced will organize relief. 

The Secretary-General is scheduled to meet on Friday with US Secretary of State Colin Powell. 

"Above all, I would like to assure the people of the region that the entire United Nations family stands ready to assist, and we stand behind them," he declared. "We will work with them in every way we can to rebuild their lives, livelihoods and communities devastated by this catastrophe." 

After chairing the meeting, which included UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland, other agency heads and representatives of non-governmental organizations (NGOs), Mr. Annan participated in a video conference with US Secretary of State Colin Powell in Washington and the ambassadors of the other Core Group countries. He also met with the Permanent Representatives of the 12 nations most affected by the disaster before conferring with the European Union. 

Next week the UN will launch a flash appeal for the first six months of the emergency, which is expected to surpass that held after Hurricane Mitch devastated Central America in 1998, when the $153 million for the first six months was followed by a mammoth longer-term reconstruction effort undertaken by the UN and the World Bank. 

According to figures released by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the two largest UN flash appeals to date have been $1.6 billion for Iraq following last year's war and $350 million for the earthquake in Bam, Iran, a year ago. 

While declining to speculate on the actual amount, Mr. Annan said the immediate and longer-term needs of reconstruction would be in the billions of dollars, including what the devastated nations themselves would muster. 

He noted that the UN would be stretched in human resources, financially and technically with all its other humanitarian commitments around the world, and he hoped that the international community would respond to this disaster without decreasing its overall development aid so that it would not be like "robbing Peter to pay Paul." 

He did not exclude a later visit to the region when it would not cause a distraction. 

Meanwhile the UN World Health Organization (WHO) said today between 3 million and 5 million people were unable to access the basic requirements needed to stay alive - clean water, adequate shelter, food, sanitation and healthcare. 

Among its immediate and longer-term priorities, the agency cited medical assistance for the hundreds of thousands of injured people and ensuring clean water for affected populations as well as sanitation facilities to reduce the risk of outbreaks of such potentially deadly diseases as diarrhoea and dysentery. 

Mr. Egeland said WHO had informed him that diarrhoeal and respiratory diseases are on the rise. "We could be in a situation that more children could die from diarrhoea in the next weeks than those who were killed by the tsunami," he added. "This is always the after-effect of major natural disasters." 

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP), warning that urgent ecological concerns threatening human health must be addressed, has created a task force to alleviate the impact of the disaster, such as solid and liquid waste, industrial chemicals, sewage treatment and the salinization of drinking water.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

More in'l aid for tsunami-hit countries in Asia

www.chinaview.cn 2004-12-30 12:38:36

    BEIJING, Dec. 30 (Xinhuanet) -- More aid from the international community poured into tsunami-devastated South Asian countries Wednesday as the death toll from the worst earthquake and tsunamisclimbed to over 80,000.

    The United Nations continued its efforts to aid tsunami survivors, focusing on the urgent task of providing clean drinkingwater and health care for millions of people. UN Secretary GeneralKofi Annan has cut short his vacation to oversee UN humanitarian efforts.

    The next step should be preventing the possible outbreak of deadly diseases, as well as providing the longer-term need for an early warning system, said the world body in New York.

    UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination teams, including officials from the World Health Organization and other agencies, have already rushed to many of the stricken countries, while others are on standby for deployment where needed.

    After offering 21.63 million yuan (about 2.6 million US dollars)in emergency humanitarian aid to Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka and the Maldives, China decided Wednesday night to substantially increase its assistance to the tsunami-hit region.

    During a joint meeting among leading officials from government departments, the participants decided to take further aid measures-- to set up medical treatment teams with more than 100 personnel which are ready to head for those countries within 24 hours in case they are needed.

    The Ministry of Commerce will work with relevant departments toprepare and send the additional relief supplies.

    US President George W. Bush said Wednesday that he's committed to helping the countries that were affected by the disaster "in the difficult weeks and months that lie ahead."

    "The United States will continue to stand with the affected governments as they care for the victims. We will stand with them as they start to rebuild their communities. We will prevail over this destruction," Bush told reporters at his Texas ranch.

    He said the United States, Australia, Japan and India would form a "core group" to lead relief efforts, and other countries would join the initiative.

    The United States has already sent or promised 35 million US dollars in aid to nations devastated by the massive earthquake andtsunami.

    France declared Wednesday that it is to allocate 15 million euros (about 19.5 million dollars) as international aid to the tsunami-hit countries.

    "According to an agreement with the president of the Republic (Jacques Chirac), (French Prime Minister Jean-Pierre) Raffarin decided to give 15 million euros as France's contribution to the international aid for the region," Raffarin's office said in a statement.

    Britain announced earlier in the day that it will allocate 21.3million euros (about 27.7 million dollars), while the German government will contribute 20 million euros (about 26 mil
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Bloomberg

Asia Quake Deaths Rise as Rescue Workers Reach Remote Areas 

Dec. 30 (Bloomberg) -- The death toll in Asia from the weekend's earthquake and tsunamis rose as Indonesian rescuers focused efforts on a remote town in Aceh province close to the epicenter and Thailand increased its death toll to almost 2,000. 

About 3,400 bodies have been counted in Meulaboh, which lies on the western coast of Indonesia's Aceh province, 255 kilometers (155 miles) southeast of the epicenter of the quake. The nationwide death toll stands at 45,268, with Indonesia accounting for more than half the 80,000 dead across the region. 

``Our first attempt to gain access to Meulaboh failed because of the severe damage,'' said Eddie Widiono, president of PT Perusahaan Listrik Negara, Indonesia's state power utility. ``We are making a second attempt and hope that electricity will very soon be restored there again.'' 

Relief workers say damaged roads and bridges are hampering efforts to help the 3 million people in Asia and Africa who lack food and medicine after the tsunamis. The United Nations said governments have pledged at least $220 million in cash -- and an equal amount in supplies, transport and military help -- to locate tens of thousands of people still missing, provide shelter and prevent the spread of diseases such as cholera. 

The U.S. boosted its aid commitment to $35 million, set up a working group with India, Japan and Australia, and began to deploy naval vessels and helicopters to the area for support. 

Rising Toll 

Peter Rees, operations chief for the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, said in Geneva the death toll could climb to 100,000, the Associated Press reported. 

Jan Egeland, the UN's emergency-relief coordinator, told reporters in New York that the confirmed death toll was ``just over'' 80,000. 

Thailand said its death toll rose to 1,975, with 6,043 people missing. 

``There is little chance we will find survivors under the debris,'' Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra told reporters in Bangkok. ``About 80 percent of those listed as missing persons are probably dead.'' 

Phangnga province just north of Phuket island, known for its limestone caves and cliffs, was the worst affected with 1,208 deaths, most of them overseas tourists, the Disaster Prevention Department said on its Web site. About 2,250 people are still missing in the province, it said. In Phuket, 264 people have died and 1,782 are missing. 

Sri Lanka 

More than 20,000 Sri Lankans are estimated to have died, said Harim Peiris, a spokesman for President Chandrika Kumaratunga. The army said more than 1 million have lost their homes and tens of thousands are missing. About 15 percent of the island's stricken areas will be unreachable for at least two days because of washed-out roads and bridges, Abeywickrama said. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross said the magnitude of the disaster, caused when tsunamis triggered by the 9.0 magnitude quake devastated coastal areas, is making relief efforts difficult. 

``It's very challenging because it's the first time such a calamity has happened in this country,'' said Sukumar Rockwood, spokesman for the Red Cross in Sri Lanka. ``It's a huge amount of people affected, whether with dead people in their family, injuries or people missing. 

Meulaboh 

Meulaboh in Indonesia's Aceh province has been accessible only by air or by sea because roads to the area were damaged or wiped out, the social welfare ministry said earlier. 

Television reports from the city showed mangled buses and cars, flattened buildings and crushed boats dotting much of the area. Rows of bodies shrouded in white or orange cloth were laid out for burial or cremation. Health officials across the region are rushing to create mass graves or pyres to deal with the rising piles of bodies, saying they pose immediate health risks. 

More than 80,000 people have been displaced from their homes in Aceh and are now living in make-shift shelters. Tens of thousands of people remain unaccounted for, Kalla said. Aceh had a population of 4.2 million people, according to 2003 statistics. 

U.S. Military Role 

The U.S. military's 3rd Marine Expeditionary Force, based in Okinawa, Japan, will set up a forward command post in U Tapao, Thailand, and the Pentagon plans to send the USS Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier, including accompanying ships with 12 helicopters, to a position off Sumatra, Marine Lieutenant General James Conway said at the State Department. Ships capable of producing drinking water are being dispatched, as are six C-130 cargo planes. 

U.S. military disaster assessment teams were sent to Thailand, Sri Lanka and Indonesia, Conway said. The seven-ship Bonhomme Richard Expeditionary Strike Group, based in Guam, was ordered to the Bay of Bengal for arrival by Jan. 7. It carries 25 helicopters. 

The naval units will help with a disaster that is the worst since a cyclone in Bangladesh killed more than 130,000 people in 1991. 

Perhaps hardest hit in Indonesia is Aceh province, which sits at the northern tip of Sumatra and was about 55 miles from the quake's epicenter. Aceh is Indonesia's westernmost province. The government has been fighting against separatists in the area since 1976. 

Indian Toll 

In India at least 7,330 people were killed and at least another 5,534 people are missing, V.P. Pasrija, a consultant at the National Disaster Management Division of the Ministry of Home Affairs, said in a phone interview in New Delhi today. Defense Minister Pranab Mukherjee said in New Delhi. 

The death count climbed as more bodies trapped under collapsed buildings or sand are being recovered. At least 383,599 people are living in temporary shelters after their homes were swept away by 10-meter (33 feet) high waves triggered by a 9.0 magnitude earthquake off Indonesia on Dec. 26. 

At least, 10,850 people have died, Agence France-Presse reported, citing unidentified officials. 

Nagapattiam, a coastal fishing town in southeastern India, demonstrated the impact felt along the affected coastlines. Hundreds of people there may have died as they became trapped between the approaching tsunami and a lagoon that backs the town. No army or police had reached the area as of late today, and the only help came from volunteers driving from towns in Tamil Nadu, about six hours away. 

Residents collecting debris in Nagapattiam to cremate bodies inadvertently started a raging fire among the thatch-roof houses. 

Somalis Missing 

At least 114 people were killed on the East African coast in Somalia, about 4,350 miles from the quake's epicenter. ``Over 100 fishing boats are missing,'' United Nations aid official Rudolph Kazimiro said by telephone from Nairobi. ``Many people remain unaccounted for.'' 

More than 4,000 citizens of Sweden, South Korea, New Zealand and other countries are missing, mostly in Thailand and Sri Lanka. 

The Christmas-New Year's holidays are traditionally the biggest tourist season in Thailand and Sri Lanka, where coral reefs, postcard scenery and low-cost food and accommodation draw thousands of visitors from Europe, Australia and elsewhere. 

Walls of water as high as 10 meters (33 feet) crashed on beachfronts of resorts, destroyed everything in their paths. 

In the Maldives, a group of more than 2,000 coral islands that straddles the equator south of India, 45 of 200 islands surveyed by the government are flooded, according to documents posted on the Web site of President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom. A further 50 are either a third or half flooded. A total of 63 people died, and 72 are missing in the country, whose highest point is about 10 feet above sea level. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Age

Tsunami toll set to top 100,000

December 30, 2004 - 4:49PM


Aid workers in history's largest relief effort are struggling to get food, water and medicine to survivors of the massive quake and tsunamis that the Red Cross says likely killed more than 100,000 people across Asia and Africa.

The official toll stands at about 77,000. But with tens of thousands still missing, that number was almost certain to be much higher. There were fears that disease could bring a new wave of fatalities.

Military ships and planes rushed to get desperately needed aid to the ravaged coast of Sumatra, the Indonesian island closest to Sunday's 9.0-magnitude quake. Countless corpses strewn on the streets rotted under the tropical sun causing a nearly unbearable stench.

"We're facing a disaster of unprecedented proportion," said Simon Missiri, a top Red Cross official. "We're talking about a staggering death toll."

On the streets of Banda Aceh, the main town of Sumatra's Aceh province, fights broke out over packets of instant noodles that the military dropped from vehicles. Meanwhile, relief supplies piled up at a regional airport for lack of cars, gas or passable roads to move them.

AdvertisementAdvertisement

"I believe the frustration will be growing in the days and weeks ahead," said Undersecretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Jan Egeland.

The number of deaths in Indonesia stood at more than 45,000. Authorities there said that did not include a full count from Sumatra's west coast, which had not yet been fully surveyed and where more than 10,000 deaths were suspected.

Sri Lanka reported 22,800 dead, India more than 7,300 and Thailand 1,800 - though that country's prime minister said he feared the toll would go up 5,000 more. A total of more than 300 were killed in Malaysia, Myanmar, Bangladesh, the Maldives, Somalia, Tanzania and Kenya.

The disaster struck a band of the tropics from Indonesia to India to Somalia that not only is heavily populated but attracts tourists from all corners. Throughout the world, people sought word of missing relatives, from small-town Sri Lankan fishermen to Europeans on sand-and-sun holidays.

On hundreds of Web sites, the messages were brief but poignant: "Missing: Christina Blomee in Khao Lak," or simply, "Where are you?"

But even as hope for the missing dwindled, survivors continued to turn up.

A 2-year-old Swedish boy was reunited with his father days after the toddler was found alone on a roadside in Thailand's southern beach resort island of Phuket. In Sri Lanka, a lone fisherman named Sini Mohammed Sarfudeen was rescued Wednesday by an air force helicopter crew after clinging to his wave-tossed boat for three days.

The body count continued to mount dramatically as survey teams reached the most remote areas hit by the disaster. Peter Ress, operations support chief for the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, said the toll could top 100,000.

In Sumatra, the view from the air was of whole villages ripped apart, covered in mud and seawater. In one of the few signs of life, a handful of desperate people scavenged a beach for food.

"It will take maybe 48 to 72 hours more to able to respond to the tens of thousands of people who would like to have assistance today, or yesterday," Egeland said.

As the world scrambled to the rescue, relief organisations warned that diseases could add to the death toll.

Without clean water, respiratory and waterborne diseases could break out within days, putting millions at "grave risk," the UN children's agency said.

"Standing water can be just as deadly as moving water," said UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy. "The floods have contaminated the water systems, leaving people with little choice but to use unclean surface water."

Near Banda Aceh on Sumatra, bulldozers have dug mass graves for the bodies - in part over fears that the rotting corpses would spread disease. Trucks dumped more than 1,000 bloated, unidentified bodies into the pits on Wednesday.

At least two international organisations have tried to spread the word that corpses do not contaminate water or soil because bacteria and viruses cannot survive in dead bodies, and say that it is more important to identify bodies for the sake of relatives than to get them under ground.

"I think that psychologically, people have to be given the chance to identify their family members," said Dana Van Alphan of the Pan American Health Organisation.

Donations for recovery efforts came in from all parts of the globe and the world's richest nations pledged more than $US250 million ($A325 million) in emergency aid.

But billions of dollars will be needed to repair the damage created by the earthquake and tsunami, Egeland said.

The United Nations has launched an appeal for $US130 million ($A170 million) for three of the hardest-hit countries, but said it would ask for more money early next month.
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Red Cross: Death toll may surpass 100,000

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia -- As the world scrambled to the rescue, survivors fought over packs of noodles in quake-stricken Indonesian streets Wednesday while relief supplies piled up at the airport for lack of cars, gas or passable roads to move them. The official death toll across 11 countries soared to near 84,000 and the Red Cross predicted it could exceed 100,000. 

Bodies were piled into mass graves in the belief that burial would ward off disease. Paramedics in southern India began vaccinating thousands of survivors against cholera, typhoid, hepatitis A and dysentery, and authorities sprayed bleaching powder on beaches where bodies have been recovered. In Sri Lanka, reports of waterborne disease such as diarrhea caused fears of an epidemic. 

On hundreds of Web sites, the messages were brief but poignant: "Missing: Christina Blomee in Khao Lak," or simply, "Where are you?" All conveyed the aching desperation of people the world over whose friends and family went off in search of holiday-season sun and sand and haven't been heard from for four days. 

But even as hope for the missing dwindled, survivors continued to turn up Wednesday. In Sri Lanka, where more than 22,000 died, a lone fisherman named Sini Mohammed Sarfudeen was rescued by an air force helicopter crew after clinging to his wave-tossed boat for three days. 

India's death toll rose to nearly 7,000, while Indonesia's stood at 52,000, but authorities said this did not include a full count from Sumatra's west coast, where more than 10,000 deaths were suspected in one town alone. 

In Sumatra, the Florida-sized Indonesian island close to the epicenter of the quake, the view from the air was of whole villages ripped apart, covered in mud and seawater. In one of the few signs of life, a handful of desperate people scavenged a beach for food. 

On the streets of Banda Aceh, the main town of Sumatra's Aceh province, the military managed to drop supplies from vehicles and fights broke out over packs of instant noodles. 

With tens of thousands of people missing across the region, Peter Ress, Red Cross operations support chief, said the death toll could top 100,000. More than 500,000 were reported injured. 

"We have little hope, except for individual miracles," Jean-Marc Espalioux, chairman of the Accor hotel group, said of the search for thousands of tourists and locals missing from beach resorts of southern Thailand -- including 2,000 Scandinavians. 

The State Department said 12 Americans died in the disaster -- seven in Sri Lanka and five in Thailand. About 2,000 to 3,000 Americans were unaccounted for. 

Without clean water, respiratory and waterborne diseases could break out within days, putting millions at "grave risk," the U.N. children's agency said. "Standing water can be just as deadly as moving water," said UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy. "The floods have contaminated the water systems, leaving people with little choice but to use unclean surface water." 

Near Banda Aceh, trucks dumped more than 1,000 bloated, unidentified bodies into pits. Military Col. Achmad Yani Basuki said there was no choice, given the danger of disease and the difficulty of identifying any of the dead. 

But Dana Van Alphan of the Pan American Health Organization issued a statement declaring there was no danger of corpses contaminating water or soil because bacteria and viruses cannot survive in dead bodies. The organization said it issued the statement, hoping to avert mass burials of tens of thousands of unidentified victims. 

The World Health Organization has also said dead bodies are not an immediate threat to health. 

Thailand said it had more than 1,800 dead and a total of more than 300 were killed in Malaysia, Myanmar, Bangladesh, the Maldives, Somalia, Tanzania and Kenya. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Sydney Morning Herald

Aid effort struggles as toll grows

The massive international relief effort is struggling to get food, water and medicine to the estimated 5 million survivors of the Indian Ocean tsunami as Red Cross officials feared the death toll could rise to 100,000.

The grim tally was about 80,000 today. But with tens of thousands still missing, that number was almost certain to climb.

US President George W Bush described the scope of the disaster as "beyond our comprehension" and called for a global response.

Out of the chaos and misery, grief began to give way to anger over the time it is taking to receive aid.

Delays triggered looting and lawlessness in some parts of Indonesia's Aceh province. Associated Press reported survivors fighting each other over packets of dry noddles handed out by overwhelmed aid teams.

Meanwhile, relief supplies piled up at a regional airport for lack of cars, petrol or passable roads to move them.

"I believe the frustration will be growing in the days and weeks ahead," said UN Undersecretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, Jan Egeland.

There were also fears that disease could bring a new wave of fatalities.
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Paramedics in southern India were vaccinating thousands of people against cholera, typhoid, hepatitis A and dysentery, and authorities sprayed bleaching powder on beaches where bodies have been recovered.

Mass graves were filled in Aceh and India, but many bodies still lay in the open. Troops searched rubble in southern Thailand where the prime minister feared that most of the thousands of missing people were dead.

In Sri Lanka, reports of waterborne disease such as diarrhoea caused fears of an epidemic.

"We're facing a disaster of unprecedented proportion," said Simon Missiri, a top Red Cross official. "We're talking about a staggering death toll."

As the world pledged tens of millions of dollars in aid and sent an international flotilla of ships and aircraft with hundreds of tonnes of supplies, history's biggest disaster relief operation battled with the enormity of the task across 11 countries in Asia and Africa.

"Perhaps as many as five million people are not able to access what they need for living," said David Nabarro, who heads the World Health Organisation's health crisis team.

"Either they cannot get water, or their sanitation is inadequate or they cannot get food."

In Indonesia, the toll stood at more than 45,000. Authorities there said that did not include a full count from the west coast of Sumatra island, where more than 10,000 deaths were suspected.

Sri Lanka reported 22,500 dead, India nearly 7,000 and Thailand 1,800. A total of more than 300 were killed in Malaysia, Burma, Bangladesh, the Maldives, Somalia, Tanzania and Kenya.

On hundreds of websites, the messages were brief but poignant: "Missing: Christina Blomee in Khao Lak," or simply, "Where are you?"

All conveyed the aching desperation of people the world over whose friends and family went off in search of holiday-season sun and sand and have not been heard from for four days.

But even as hope for the missing dwindled, survivors continued to turn up.

A two-year-old Swedish boy was reunited with his father days after the toddler was found alone on a roadside in Thailand's southern beach resort island of Phuket.

In Sri Lanka, a lone fisherman named Sini Mohammed Sarfudeen was rescued by an air force helicopter crew after clinging to his wave-tossed boat for three days.

But the body count increased dramatically as survey teams reached the most remote areas hit by the disaster.

Peter Ress, operations support chief for the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, said the toll could top 100,000.

"We have little hope, except for individual miracles," Jean-Marc Espalioux, chairman of the Accor hotel group, said of the search for thousands of tourists and locals missing from beach resorts in southern Thailand - including 2,000 Scandinavians.

In Sumatra, the Indonesian island close to the epicentre of the quake, the view from the air was of whole villages ripped apart, covered in mud and seawater.

In one of the few signs of life, a handful of desperate people scavenged a beach for food.

Some supplies were dropped from aircraft to isolated fishing villages.

Major General Endang Suwarya, the province's military commander, said after flying over the stricken region that 75 per cent of the west coast of Sumatra was destroyed.

As the world scrambled to the rescue, relief organisations warned that diseases could add to the death toll.

Without clean water, respiratory and waterborne diseases could break out within days, putting millions at "grave risk," the UN children's agency said.

"Standing water can be just as deadly as moving water," said UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy. "The floods have contaminated the water systems, leaving people with little choice but to use unclean surface water."

Near Banda Aceh, trucks dumped more than 1,000 bloated, unidentified bodies into pits.

Donations for recovery efforts came in from all parts of the globe and the world's richest nations pledged more than $US250 million ($A323.5 million) in emergency aid.

But billions of dollars will be needed to repair the damage created by the earthquake and tsunami that hit countries from South-East Asia to the Horn of Africa, said Egeland, who is also the UN emergency relief coordinator.

The United Nations has launched an appeal for $US130 million ($A168.22 million) for three of the hardest-hit countries, but said it would ask for more money early next month.

"The cleanup and the reconstruction is going to be enormous. ... and I hope the response will be generous," Secretary-General Kofi Annan said on CNN.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Turkish Press
Five million homeless as tsunami death toll tops 80,000

Thomas Cheng - (AFP)

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia (AFP) - Up to five million people have been displaced by tsunamis that killed more than 81,000 people in Asia, the World Health Organisation said, as an international coalition took the lead in global relief efforts.

"We estimate that up to five million people have been displaced and are at risk across the region," Harsaran Pandey, spokeswoman for the WHO in South Asia, told AFP.

The global health body said between one and three million of those affected were in Indonesia, with another one million in Sri Lanka. The rest were spread between India, the Maldives and other nations.

The estimate was given five days after an earthquake of terrifying proportions sent towers of water crashing into 11 countries acoss Asia and Africa.

More than 81,000 people are confirmed dead, thousands are missing, and the toll is expected to rise sharply with disease threatening the lives of survivors.

President George W. Bush announced the United States, Australia, Japan and India would spearhead the international response to the catastrophe and urged other nations to join.

The United Nations chief emergency relief coordinator, Jan Egeland, welcomed the move, saying "I think it complements in an excellent way our efforts to coordinate."

But long before the bureaucratic wheels of relief creak into operation, ordinary people in the devastated areas have pitched in to help survivors who have now lived for five days amidst unspeakable horrors.

Remarkable tales of heartwarming generosity have emerged amid the chaos and grief. Throughout the hardest-hit countries of Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Thailand and India, people have come forward to help, donating clothes and food while tending the wounded.

Others set about the more grisly task of disposing of the bloated corpses that litter beaches and streets and threaten public health.

"I heard that they needed some help, so I came," explained Sangitan Senaphan, a 20-year-old volunteer at a hospital in Phuket, Thailand.

"I just want to help people," said hotelier Khun Wan who was offering free food and accommodation to foreign tourists struggling to cope in the aftermath of the tragedy.

Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra suggested Thailand's final death toll could approach 6,800, as European nations joined Thais in trying to trace thousands of missing people.

The interior ministry says 1,975 people are confirmed killed -- including 146 Europeans -- and 6,043 are missing.

Sweden and Germany have said that more than 1,000 of their nationals are unaccounted for, while 446 Norwegians and several hundred French are missing.

Across the region families opened their homes to bewildered survivors and strangers offered the shirts off their backs to foreigners in swimwear left with nothing but their lives.

Dutchwoman Irene Nicastro, who was forced to flee empty-handed as her hotel room in Galle in southern Sri Lanka filled with water, was touched by the generosity shown to her by locals.

"Despite their own losses, they took care of us," she said, and pledged to raise money to help Sri Lankans cope with their losses when she gets back to her wealthier lifestyle.

"This is the time to help these people who are so good and strong, truly strong," she said.

The Sri Lankan government urged the international community to step up its financial aid, with the president's relief co-ordinating unit saying at least 22,493 people were killed in the disaster.

But death tolls continued to tick up in several countries, and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies has warned they could rise by more than 30,000 once outlying islands of India were fully checked.

And a UN official said the toll in Indonesia alone could amount to 80,000.

The death toll there already surpasses 45,000 along coastlines on Sumatra island flattened by massive destruction, and the nightmare continued Thursday as lawlessness broke out in panic-stricken areas.

With aid workers struggling to reach some areas despite generous pledges of help, desperation sparked unprecedented crime waves in the deeply Islamic region as looters ran amok unchecked by military and police tied up in the relief effort.

On Aceh province's northwest coast, which was cut off for several days after Sunday's disaster, the true scale of the destruction was becoming apparent in a blasted landscape of levelled buildings tangled with grotesque piles of naked dead.

With governments and aid organisations grappling with overwhelming relief tasks, wealthy and ordinary citizens have dug deep into their pockets as the world collectively reels at the scale of the catastrophe.

Hong Kong tycoon Li Ka-shing donated 3.1 million dollars, while Australian and Malaysian aid agencies, along with others throughout the world, say they have been overwhelmed by the public response.

Spurring the outpouring of generosity are the endless tales of suffering emerging from coastlines around South and Southeast Asia.

In Sri Lanka, one of the worst hit countries with more than 22,000 dead, the buzz of an electric chain saw pierces the air as it cuts through a coconut palm pinning a bloated corpse.

It is the only sound of rescue in a place where the sea swallowed an entire train packed with 1,500 passengers. Only 200 survived.

"Look, a child's body," says Chandana Pushpalal, 38, pointing to a tiny figure under a pile of rubble. "About 10 months old ... There are many, many more bodies ... you must take pictures."

In Banda Aceh in Indonesia, even as bulldozers dug graves for the bloated and unidentifiable corpses littering the city's stinking streets, many who lost their loved ones refused to believe they were dead.

"I check every corpse I find, to see whether I can find my brother," said Taufan Arziari, 12, standing in front of his damaged house while his mother Nur Hanifah sifted through the rubble looking for her 17-year-old son.

For some, it was all too much.

At Banda Aceh's main Baiturrahman mosque, a 20th century Moorish structure filled with the stench of rotting flesh, a lone man in a dirty white t-shirt and jeans sat in a corner mumbling to himself and others.

"He has lost it," said an attendant helping an old man with a festering wound on one of his legs whom he said had yet to utter a single word in two days.

Children have been among the hardest hit by the tragedy, swept off their feet by the power of the waves and drowned, or losing their parents and siblings. And for some, the killer tsunamis are coming again, over and over, in their nightmares.

Malaysian Rahibah Osman's 11-year-old son, Mohamad Fikri Rahim, who was caught by ferocious waves "as high as coconut trees and blackened with mud", has troubled dreams in Penang General Hospital after being saved by his father.

He cries in his sleep and shouts "No, no!", his mother, 49, told AFP.

"I don't know what he's talking about, but when I ask him, he starts to cry," she said.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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TOLL EXPECTED TO TOP 100,000 


By ANDY GELLER 
The tsunamis were spawned by a 9.0 magnitude quake that struck Sunday off Sumatra. The 30-foot walls of water raced across the ocean at 500 mph, producing a 12-nation arc of death. 

Indonesia was the hardest hit. 

The first Indonesian military teams reached the battered western coast and found thousands of bodies, bringing the country's death toll to 45,268. 

The toll was likely to rise. 

Town after town, the coast was covered with mud and water, with homes either flattened or torn apart. The only signs of life were villagers foraging for food. 

"The damage is truly devastating," said Maj. Gen. Endang Suwarya, the military commander of Sumatra's Aceh province. "Seventy-five percent of the west coast is destroyed and in some places it's 100 percent." 

Sri Lanka listed almost 22,800 people dead and India close to 7,000 — with 8,000 missing and feared dead. Thailand put its toll at more than 1,900, but Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra said yesterday the number of dead there could climb to 7,000. Another 340 were killed in Malaysia, Myanmar, Bangladesh, the Maldives, Somalia, Tanzania and Kenya. 

A day after the WHO warned that waterborne diseases could kill as many people as the deadly tsunamis, Sri Lanka got its first reports of measles and diarrhea. 

In southern India, paramedics began vaccinating survivors against cholera, typhoid, hepatitis-A and dysentery. Authorities sprayed bleaching powder on beaches where bodies were found. 

"Standing water can be just as deadly as moving water," said UNICEF executive director Carol Bellamy, a former New York City Council president. "The floods have contaminated the water systems." 

Four planes arrived in Sri Lanka's capital, Colombo, bringing a hospital from Finland, a water-purification plant from Germany, doctors and medicine from Japan and aid workers from Britain. 

Meanwhile, trucks fanned out across the country to deliver bandages, antibiotics, tents, blankets and other supplies. 

UNICEF has delivered 50 water tanks to southern India and has a 45-ton shipment of water-purification tablets and water systems due to arrive in Sri Lanka today. 

The Pentagon will divert several U.S. warships and helicopters to the region, some of which can produce up to 90,000 gallons of drinking water a day. 

An Indonesian navy flotilla was headed to Sumatra to bring aid. 

Supplies, including 175 tons of rice and 100 doctors, reached Banda Aceh, but with relief not arriving quickly enough, people in towns across Sumatra stole food. 

Widespread looting also was reported in Thailand's resort islands of Phuket and Phi Phi, where European and Australian tourists left valuables behind in wrecked hotels. 

Thai and German rescue workers were digging through the wreckage of a half-completed hotel late yesterday after villagers said they heard calls for help from people trapped inside. Up to 4,000 people are missing in Thailand, most of them foreign tourists. 

An international airlift was under way to ferry critical aid and medicine to Phuket and to take tourists home. 

The quake permanently moved geological plates under the Indian Ocean as much as 100 feet, shifting islands near Sumatra. It may also have made the Earth wobble on its axis. 

Twelve Americans were confirmed dead, seven in Sri Lanka and five in Thailand. The State Department said about 2,000 to 3,000 Americans were unaccounted for. 

Even as hope for the missing faded, survivors continued to appear. 

In Sri Lanka, a lone fisherman named Sini Mohammed Sarfudeen was rescued by an air force helicopter crew after clinging to his wave-tossed boat for three days. 

The U.S. weather chief called for a global surveillance system to detect and forecast disasters like tsunamis. "It just hasn't happened. It hasn't gotten enough priority inside of each nation to support it," said Conrad Lautenbacher, who heads the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. With Post Wire Services 

Tsunami Nightmare: click here for information on donating to relief organizations
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Canada News
Fresh tsunami warning sends people scrambling in India, Sri Lanka

Thursday, December 30, 2004

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia (CP) - Aid workers in one of history's largest relief efforts struggled Thursday to get food, water and medicine to survivors of tsunamis the Red Cross says likely killed more than 100,000 people, while a fresh tsunami alert sent thousands in southern India fleeing for safety. 

The official death toll from Sunday's quake and tsunamis stood at about 77,000. But with tens of thousands still missing, that number was almost certain to be much higher. There were fears that disease could bring a new wave of deaths. 

Fears of more devastation surged on Thursday, when authorities in southern India warned there could be fresh tsunamis and advised residents of coastal areas to evacuate. 

The alert was issued following reports that several aftershocks had pushed up the water level, said an official at the emergency control room of India's Home Ministry. A 5.7-magnitude underwater quake was recorded at 5:18 a.m. northwest of Sumatra, Indonesia, close to the epicentre of last Sunday's temblor. Other quakes were felt in Thailand and Myanmar. 

"We have issued an alert. There could be a wave attack in the next one hour," said Veera Shanmuga Mani, the top administrator in Nagappattinam, a coastal town in southern Tamil Nadu state where most of India's tsunami deaths occurred. 

Thousands of residents in Nagappattinam began fleeing the town as the warning came in. Police ordered hundreds of vehicles carrying relief supplies not to enter. Similar warnings were issued for southern Kerala state and the Andaman and Nicobar islands. 

Resident Gandhimathi, 40, who uses only one name, said she was asked by authorities to leave her home, which is a kilometre from the beach, because of the tsunami warning. 

"We got into a truck and fled. We do not know where to go or where to spend the night. We took only a few clothes and left behind all of our belongings, everything we had. They do not know when we will be able to go back," she said. 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, who was touring tsunami-hit areas Thursday, had planned to visit Nagappattinam later in the day, but police said the visit would likely be cancelled. 

In Sri Lanka, the military told residents of coastal areas not to panic, but the government advised them to move to higher ground as a precaution. 

The advice and the Indian alert, heard on radio in coastal Sri Lanka prompted some residents to climb to their rooftops. Others started moving away from the coastal areas, filling up side roads with cars, motorcycles and vans. 

"There is total confusion here," said coastal resident Rohan Bandara. 

In Indonesia, military ships and planes rushed Thursday to get desperately needed aid to the ravaged coast of Sumatra, the island closest to Sunday's 9.0-magnitude quake. Countless corpses strewn on the streets rotted under the tropical sun causing a nearly unbearable stench. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
UPI

Epidemic threatens as tsunami toll hits 85,000

By Harbaksh Singh Nanda

United Press International

Published 12/29/2004 5:50 PM
NEW DELHI, Dec. 29 (UPI) -- With the death toll soaring at least 85,000 in the tsunami havoc, the World Health Organization Wednesday warned that disease in the aftermath of the disaster could kill as many people as the deadly waves caused by an undersea earthquake.

The toll shot up after the rescue workers found the remains of entire villages in Indonesia, the worst hit nation that accounted for more than 40,000 deaths in Sunday's watery fury.

According to the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies hundred of thousands were injured and more than 1 million were left homeless.

Sri Lanka has reported 28,000 dead and predicted that number will increase by 2,000, while India accounted for 12,500 deaths, and Thailand reported 1,500 dead. Thousands of people are reported missing, including hundreds of Western tourists who had thronged to luxury tourist resorts in Thailand and Sri Lanka to celebrate New Year holidays.

Millions were rendered homeless by the tsunamis that lashed the coastal regions of 11 nations, causing severe damage in at least seven countries following a massive 9.0-magnitude earthquake off Sumatra in Indonesia.

The international Red Cross said that it believes the death toll could rise to more than 100,000, with one official calling it "a disaster of unprecedented proportion."

UNICEF executive director Carol Bellamy said that children could account for up to a third of the dead.

An Indonesia official said that three-fourths of the western coastline of Sumatra was washed away. Most of the deaths in Indonesia were in the northwestern province of Aceh at the tip of Sumatra. Rescue crews and international volunteers were still trying to reach cut-off areas even as separatist rebels announced a truce to allow people to search for missing people.

The unbearable stench of decomposing corpses spread over the provincial capital, Banda Aceh, where fresh water, food and fuel were in short supply. Hundreds of bodies lay scattered in the streets.

Aid workers and volunteers from across the world have joined the locals in Indonesia and Sri Lanka to retrieve the rotting corpses from canals, building ruins and waterlogged fields.

Authorities in the tsunami-stricken South Asian nations lack medicines and relief supplies to cope up with the worst natural calamity in 40 years.

The wild waves, as high as 10-meters, smashed into the coastal districts of several countries, including Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, India, Myanmar, Bangladesh and Malaysia. Tsunami, which means a harbor wave in Japanese, can travel up to 500 miles an hour.

Despite the mass cremation and burial of thousands of bodies, corpses still float in canals, lay strewn on the beaches or even hang in the trees across the devastated south Asian nations as the rescue workers and relief volunteers reach the remote locations.

With thousands of bodies rotting and infrastructures in tatters, authorities and medical relief workers fear an epidemic. David Nabarro, head of crisis operations for the World Health Organization, said the main threat to life now is communicable diseases associated with a lack of clean water and sanitation.

"There is certainly a chance that we could have as many dying from communicable diseases as from the tsunami," Nabarro told a news conference in Geneva.

Nabarro said local hospitals and health services in affected regions were already overwhelmed by the initial impact.

The Times of India reported that the largest relief operation in human history is woefully short of medicines, food and other relief supplies as thousands crowd into temporary shelters.

The situation is feared to be even worse in India's Andaman and Nicobar Islands, where rescue teams headed Wednesday and found some of the survivors. India's toll of nearly 12,500 included at least 7,000 on the islands closer to Myanmar and Indonesia than to the Indian mainland.

On one island, the surge of water killed two-thirds of the population.

"One in every five inhabitants in the entire Nicobar group of islands is either dead, injured or missing," a police official told The Times of India.

The risk of communicable diseases or an epidemic of cholera or other waterborne diseases looms large in the affected regions. Rescuers have been told to hold their breath while using their bare hands, axes or shovels to dig through piles of wrecked buildings and debris to retrieve bodies.

"People should be buried, and the animals should be destroyed and disposed off before they infect the drinking water. It's a massive operation," U.N. disaster relief coordinator Jan Egeland said.

"Drinking water for millions has been polluted. ... It can cause diseases. ... Also, acute respiratory disease always comes in the wake of disasters," Egeland said.

Many of the bodies were already decomposing in the heat, underlining the growing health risk.

Officials in India have begun extensive distribution of water-purifying chlorine tablets and oral dehydration solution to prevent deaths. Also safety masks are being distributed to people in the affected areas.

A WHO spokesperson in New Delhi said the possibility of waterborne diseases is quite high in the region. "We have to look out for ways of providing safe drinking water to the displaced and provide them proper sanitation," she said.

The worst affected was Sri Lanka, where more than 28,000 people are confirmed dead and thousands still missing. At least 800 people were killed when a train was flung off the rail track by the killer waves. The country has requested that WHO supply "emergency health kits" that can cater to 10,000 people for three months.

"The biggest health challenges we are facing are the spread of waterborne diseases, particularly malaria and diarrhea, as well as respiratory tract infections," Hakan Sandbladh, spokesman for International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies said.

The situation is similar in Sri Lanka, Indonesia and Thailand, where relief agencies are distributing preventive medicines to counter an epidemic.

International relief agencies are supplying clean drinking water in the affected regions and also setting up mobile latrines for the survivors.

Hundreds of planeloads of medicines and relief material are on the way to tsunami-stricken South Asian nations. The armies, air force and naval units of affected countries are working to provide succor to the survivors of worst quake in 40 years.

Indonesia and Sri Lanka together accounted for nearly 65,000 deaths, and news reports pouring in from the affected regions suggest that the death toll is expected to rise by the tens of thousands.

Hundreds of bodies have been recovered from the sea, pushing the death toll to a staggering 85,000.

While authorities ran out of body bags in Indonesia's Aceh region, there was not enough wood to cremate thousands of victims in southern India.

The estimated death toll in Thailand doubled after 700 bodies were found in the wreckage of hotels on one stretch of beach on the mainland north of Phuket Island.

Khao Lak beach, in Phang Nga Province, is now thought to be the site of the most casualties. Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra said the final toll in his nation would cross the 2,000 mark.

More than 20 countries have pledged emergency aid worth more than $80 million, and several Asian nations have sent naval ships carrying supplies and doctors to devastated areas.

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, rejecting comments from a top U.N. official that rich countries were being "stingy," said the international community would need to give billions of dollars in aid. Washington doubled its pledge to $35 million. Australia increased its aid to $27 million.

"A lot of the economies, or sectors of the economies, of the affected countries have been close to destroyed, and it is going to require a great deal of rebuilding and a great deal investment," Australian Foreign Minister Alexander Downer said.

More than 5 million people have been rendered homeless across South Asia by the killer waves. Many of the displaced people were staying in shrines, schools or temporary relief camps. International aid agencies are building temporary shelters for the homeless, providing them with drinking water and setting up latrines.

Not many people in the affected countries had heard about tsunamis until the ocean unleashed havoc on Sunday.

Indian officials say they failed to recognize or sound an alert in the two hours it took the killer waves to hit Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

"In the absence of instrumentation, we could not have known that the earthquake in Sumatra would lead to tsunami on our coasts," India's Minister of State for Science and Technology and Ocean Development Kapil Sibal told reporters.

"It is not a phenomenon that has occurred in this part of the world," he said. "If we had had any inkling, we could have reacted faster."

"Once we came to know of the magnitude of the earthquake near Sumatra, we should have reacted," V.S. Ramamurthy, secretary in the Department of Science and Technology said.

"We lost 2½ hours. That was the first mistake we made as the earthquake was on the wrong side of Sumatra to impact the Pacific Rim countries," he said.

Sibal said around 80 percent of tsunamis occur in Pacific Rim countries, and the data provided by the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center would not have had much relevance for India.

Sibal announced India would install its own tsunami warning system.

In India, saris killed several women bathing in the sea when the gigantic tsunami waves hit the southeast coast. The women, caught in the surging waters, could not escape after their saris got entangled in seaweed and bushes washed in by the sea. Even those who ran for safety were trapped after bushes and debris caught hold of their saris, the Deccan Chronicle reported.

"I tried hard to pull out a woman from the waves, but her legs got entangled in her sari," one of the witnesses recalled. "Despite trying many times, I could not free her legs. Then my hands also got entangled in the sari. Somehow I managed to free myself, and she was washed away."

The last major quake in the region was in 2001, killing 25,000 people in western state of Gujarat, India.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Editorial

Lessons learned from catastrophe
By Jeffrey Shaffer 
PORTLAND, ORE. – I would never claim to be an expert in the physical sciences, but one thing I do know is that Earth is not a dormant, lazy planet. It's churning with massive internal energy every second of every day, and sometimes those forces are unleashed with devastating effects. 

I got plenty of firsthand geological experience growing up near the San Andreas fault, where it wasn't unusual for the ground to start shaking suddenly and unexpectedly. Occasionally I've seen TV news anchors finish stories about California quakes by quipping, "I guess by now they're used to it out there."
 In my case, that's not true. I have never grown accustomed to seeing furniture dance across the floor while the windows rattled.

In fifth grade, my classmates and I got a lesson in "shock and awe" from news photographs of Anchorage, Alaska, after the big 1964 tremor. The wreckage looked like scenes from a Godzilla movie. We also learned about the tsunami effect because a big wave smashed into many coastal communities and did serious damage to Crescent City, just south of the Oregon border.

At about the same time, I became aware that natural hazards also lurked in the sky. My youthful reading habits were drifting into the realm of catastrophism, and I plowed through a wide range of titles, including "Off on a Comet," by Jules Verne, "Earth Abides," by George Stewart, and Immanuel Velikovsky's hugely controversial "Worlds in Collision."

Fate Magazine and the writings of Frank Edwards provided me with chilling accounts of historic disasters such as Mt. Vesuvius burying Pompeii and Herculaneum under tons of searing volcanic ash in AD 79, the Krakatoa explosion of 1883, and the mysterious blast that blew down entire forests in the Tunguska region of Siberia in 1908.

Throughout the ages, scientists and philosophers have used various metaphors to describe the forces whirling around us. Newton and others liked to think of the universe as a clock, with Earth and our solar system as parts in the gigantic, eternal mechanism.

In the aftermath of the incredible Asian tsunami, a grittier image of nature's power was offered by Brian Atwater, an employee of the US Geological Survey. Quoted in USA Today, he was lamenting the tragic lack of a tsunami warning system in the Indian Ocean and said, "Sumatra has an ample history of great earthquakes.... Everyone knew Sumatra was a loaded gun." A loaded gun does a lot more damage when it goes off in the middle of a crowd, and there are now lots of crowded areas on our planet.

Unfortunately, Earth doesn't pause or change its habits to accommodate our activities. Destructive events were happening long before we invented calendars and started keeping records. Their power is so massive that it makes civilization seem small and fragile, even in the 21st century. But one lesson we learn from these catastrophes is that humanity survives, and moves forward, by putting our differences aside and working together.

If we ever forget that lesson, we are truly inviting disaster.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Boston Globe

UN to assess damage to coral reefs, forests
By Beth Daley, Globe Staff Â |Â  December 31, 2004

The United Nations yesterday set aside $1 million to assess environmental damage caused by this week's devastating tsunami, as reports of destroyed coral reefs and uprooted mangrove forests began trickling in.

While attention is clearly focused on the rising human toll of the tragedy, some dive operators and marine biologists are reporting that from Sri Lanka to Thailand corals are suffocating under layers of mud, heaps of rotten fish, are clogging beachfronts, and rare turtle nesting sites have been washed out to sea.

"There is a huge natural cost, but what it is is still to be determined," said Lynne Hale, director of the global marine initiative for the Nature Conservancy, who worked in Thailand's Phuket Island and Sri Lanka for many years. Both areas were hard hit by the tsunami.

Now based in Rhode Island, Hale said the tsunami may have caused lasting environmental damage that may take decades or longer to recover from. "This is a massive, massive erosion event," she said.

A UN task force based in Geneva will assess two things: environmental damage that threatens human health, and the toll on the ecological resources -- many of which support tourism and the fishing industry.

The Indian Ocean region, with its aqua, shallow seas, hosts some of the most beloved and famous coral reefs in the world that support scores of fish species found nowhere else. Mangroves are critical nurseries for many of these fish. And the beaches of Sri Lanka, the Andaman and Nicobar islands, and other countries hit by the tsunami host prime nesting spots for some of the world's rarest sea turtles, such as leatherbacks that return to the same spot year after year to lay eggs.

Scientists yesterday said they expect marine life from shore to about a mile out to have suffered the worst damage. However, some biologists speculated that marine mammals such as whales and dolphins swimming near shore when the tsunami struck may have sensed the strange seas and headed for deeper waters, where the giant waves were barely noticeable. Land animals may have had the same "sixth sense" to move to safety: Wildlife officials in Sri Lanka's Yala National Park said they have not seen evidence that many animals died, despite the preserve's closeness to the ocean.

Scientists don't have comprehensive historical data about marine damage that tsunamis can cause, especially one of this magnitude. They do know that in 1883, when the Krakatoa volcano exploded and sent a giant tsunami washing over Indonesia, coral heads that weighed hundreds of tons were tossed hundreds of feet inland.

And in 1964, when a tsunami hit Alaska, news reports noted that baby salmon were killed, although it's unclear how many.

This week, dive operators and researchers began sending e-mails to the WorldFish Center in Malaysia, an international fisheries research center, painting an early bleak picture of the region's treasured coastal waters. On Phuket Island, one popular beach was piled with dead staghorn coral, starfish, gulper eels, sea cucumbers, and sea grasses.

In the Maldives, dive operator Norbert Schmidt said the eastern part of the island was hit the worst, with dead coral and sand covering the runway at Hulule International Airport. In Sri Lanka and Thailand, coral damage is reported to be severe, and trees have crashed down onto reefs, ripping many of the corals, some hundreds of years old, apart.

"Many fish washed ashore, trees that were knocked down [smashed] into the reefs," Michiru Main, a researcher who was conducting a reef survey at Mu Ko Surin, a popular dive spot in Thailand, when the tsunami struck, said in an e-mail. "I can definitely say there is damage in the area."

Already stressed from fishing and tourism, many of the reefs may be covered in mud, which can block sunlight that fish and other organisms below them need. Meanwhile, corals, which only grow a fraction of an inch each year, may be excreting mucus as a defensive mechanism against the mud -- "expensive in terms of energy [that] weakens the coral," e-mailed Marco Noordeloos of the WorldFish Center. Noordeloos said fish populations have probably been damaged, too, although it's far too early to get a complete picture.

Some scientists this week said human activity in the coastal zone contributed to the immense damage on shore -- such as building tourist hotels too close to the water and tearing out mangrove forests to put in shrimp aquaculture farms throughout Asia. But others say that while the lack of mangrove forests probably exacerbated the destruction, it's unlikely that they would have slowed the tsunami's enormous volume of water.

"Maybe in East Africa where the waves weren't as high, but I'm not sure when you get a 40-foot wave a mangrove would have made a huge difference," said Susi Moser, research scientist for the National Center for Atmospheric Research.

Beth Daley can be reached at bdaley@globe.comÂ [IMAGE]
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CATASTROPHE IN SOUTHERN ASIA
Waterborne Debris Could Devastate Region's Coral
The reefs are vital to the marine ecosystem and the tourist industry. Many were already threatened, making recovery less likely.
By Charles Piller

Times Staff Writer

December 31, 2004

When giant tsunami waves smashed onto shores around the Indian Ocean on Sunday, they first killed tens of thousands of people. Then a massive backwash returned to sea carrying a deadly cargo that could destroy the region's vital coral reefs.

"The water picks up sediment, trees, buildings, cars, and brings them back across," said Clive Wilkinson, coordinator of the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network in Australia. "It could pound the corals to sand."

For now, officials and scientific experts in affected areas are focused primarily on aiding the survivors of the disaster.

"The first priority is obviously on helping the victims, the poorest of the poorâ?¦. They have lost everything," said Marco Noordeloos, manager of a reef-preservation project for the WorldFish Center, a research agency based in Penang, Malaysia, that promotes sustainable coastal development.

But as they think about longer-term implications, many scientists are anticipating devastation of reefs, coastal wetlands and the fish populations they support.

The tsunami hit reefs left vulnerable by global warming, increased tourist activity, and such local practices as the illegal but widespread use of explosives to kill or stun fish, known as "blast fishing." 

"Coral reefs are already drastically affected by overfishing, pollution and disease, then a natural disaster is just another add-on to the litany of environmental insults," said Jeremy Jackson, a professor at Scripps Institution of Oceanography in San Diego.

"In the past, a huge natural disturbance would be weathered in stride," he said. "But in a time when people are the greatest force working against the ecosystem," the giant tsunami could be a killer blow to some reefs.

Jamaica offers a case in point. Weakened by pollution, overfishing and tourism, the island's reefs never fully recovered from Hurricane Allen in 1980. 

"Those coral reefs were waiting to die, and we were just not smart enough to see it," Jackson said. "Given what we've learned about the synergy between natural disturbance and human disturbance, the projection would have to be fairly grim."

Damage to the reefs could cause many problems. Not only are they a major tourist attraction in several South Asian countries, they also provide a hatchery for fish, making them a key link in ocean ecology.

In some hard-hit areas, damage to reefs is already apparent. Thailand's popular tourist area of Phuket beach was piled with dead marine animals, including staghorn corals, starfish and sea cucumbers, reported The Nation, a Bangkok newspaper.

The coral in nearby shallows was destroyed, crushed and shrouded in debris.

"It could take 20 years to rehabilitate the reefs back to the beautiful diving sites they were," said Somchai Sakulthap, a professor of environmental sciences at a local university.

Some reefs could improve more rapidly if enough coral survived to regenerate adjacent areas. After tsunamis hit the Pacific side of Indonesia in 1992 and 1994, local reefs improved significantly in just a few years.

But those events were relatively localized. Scientists could cite no precedent for Sunday's massive disaster, making prediction difficult.

"We just shrug our shoulders and say we don't know. It's such a rare event," Wilkinson said.

A recent survey of 240 experts from 96 countries concluded that 20% of the world's coral reefs were dying. 

In Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean, more than one-third of reefs were judged to be threatened.

In addition to the reef damage, the tsunami almost certainly will have a lingering effect on the livelihoods of fishermen and coastal farmers. Wetlands and rice paddies could take years to recover from inundation with salt water.

In the last decade, mangrove trees were removed from large coastal areas of Thailand, India and Sumatra to make room for prawn ponds and other commercial fisheries.

"The [tsunami] surge would have gone through and ripped them right out," releasing pesticides, antibiotics and massive quantities of nutrients, Wilkinson said.

The effects of that pollution, added to raw sewage released by the disaster, could further harm coral habitats and threaten already depleted fish stocks.

Efforts to assess environmental consequences could be hampered by the tsunami's massive damage to the National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency in Sri Lanka, one of South Asia's most important reef research stations.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

New York Times

From All Corners, a Rush to Get Clean Drinking Water to Survivors in Stricken Areas

December 31, 2004

By DENISE GRADY and LAWRENCE K. ALTMAN

Tanker trucks, bottled water, pumps, disinfecting kits and

clean jugs are being rushed to regions struck by the

tsunami in hopes of providing what survivors most urgently

need: safe drinking water.

Severe shortages exist in all the affected regions, but

reports from health officials suggest that the situation

may be the most dire in Indonesia and the Maldives.

"Nobody was prepared for a disaster of this magnitude,"

said Vanessa Tobin, chief of water and sanitation for

Unicef.

She said millions of water-purification tablets were being

sent to the affected countries.

Unicef already had large storage tanks for water in India

and has moved some of them to affected areas in the south

and east, said a Unicef spokesman, Alfred Ironside. The

tanks can be set up in communities and then refilled by

tanker trucks, he said. Families are then given clean jerry

cans to carry their own supplies.

"In the early days, a family may have to walk a mile or two

inland to where water systems were not affected by flood

waters," Mr. Ironside said. "The jerry cans are good for

that." But he added that the system was in place mainly in

India and in Sri Lanka, not in Indonesia, the scene of much

of the worst devastation.

Conditions vary, he said. In parts of Indonesia, for

instance, the floodwaters surged as far as two miles

inland. In Sri Lanka, the waves came inland between a few

hundred yards and half a mile or so.

"Not much further inland, everything is functioning," he

said. That means clean water is available nearby, but must

be transported to the people who need it.

"A lot of homegrown solutions are happening," Mr. Ironside

said. "Private donors of all kinds are driving in with

bottled water, especially in Sri Lanka and India."

A team from an independent disaster-aid group, Medair, is

expected to arrive today in the Ampara district in eastern

Sri Lanka, across the island from the capital city,

Colombo, said Robert Schofield, a spokesman for the group.

The team was bringing medical supplies, chemicals for water

purification, a doctor and a water and sanitation engineer.

"Around Ampara is one of the worst-affected areas," Mr.

Schofield said in a telephone interview from the group's

headquarters in Lausanne, Switzerland. He added that

177,000 people, displaced by destruction along the coast,

had fled about 12 miles inland and set up camps around

Ampara, because it is the largest town in the vicinity.

Medair reports that 120 camps have cropped up; the World

Health Organization estimates the number at 500.

"We hope also to be able to chlorinate wells that have been

contaminated," Mr. Schofield said.

One problem in Sri Lanka is that many wells - 1,000,

according to Unicef - have been contaminated by salt water,

which must be pumped out to let fresh water in.

"We're bringing in pumps to clean out the wells," Mr.

Ironside said. He said that the government in Sri Lanka had

requested several dozen pumps and that Unicef was shipping

the dozen or so it already had on hand.

Mr. Schofield said Medair hoped to drill new wells, with a

new technique that uses tubing and a high-pressure jet of

water as the drill bit, to penetrate about 20 feet into the

earth to find clean water. The technique works only in soft

or sandy soil, not rock, and has worked well in Madagascar

and Darfur.

"We hope we can hit a part of the water table that hasn't

been affected by salt water," he said.

Contaminated water or sea water can be used for the

drilling, and the same tubing that pumped it in can then be

used to pump out the clean water.

"It's a simple technology," Mr. Schofield said. "It

requires just simple tubes and a generator."

Portable desalting machines may also be used where salt

water has contaminated wells, Mr. Ironside said. The

machines are small enough to fit in the cargo holds of an

airplane and to be transported by truck. The Maldives may

need them most, he said.

"I think they have the most difficulty with fresh water

sources to begin with," Mr. Ironside said. "They're small

islands, in these atolls, and the wells are not so

replenishable if they get salt water in them.

"The information is still somewhat anecdotal, but it

appears that on 17 or 18 islands in the Maldives, there is

literally no water at all. They are having to bring it in

by ship."

An expert in water sanitation from the World Health

Organization has arrived in the Maldives to help determine

the best way to restore safe water supplies, said Dr. Pino

Annunziata, a member of the organization's emergency

response team. He said that rainfall there would help to

flush the salt out of the wells, but added that rain could

also create stagnant pools of fresh water where mosquitoes

could breed and spread malaria, which is already prevalent

in many of the devastated areas.

Dr. David Nabarro, the director of crisis operations for

the World Health Organization, said that a shipment of

bottled water was being flown to the Maldives from Britain.

He said the organization had been offered the use of a

commercial plane heading from Manchester to Mali and had

elected to fill the plane with water.
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UN or UNEP in the news


Annan convenes emergency meeting to oversee UN tsunami relief operations
UN News Centre, 30 December 2004 – With the United Nations health agency warning that up to 5 million people in Southeast Asia are without basic services after Sunday's devastating tsunami, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today chaired a top level emergency meeting to oversee what may turn out to be the largest ever UN relief effort for a natural disaster.
…The UN Environment Programme (UNEP), warning that urgent ecological concerns threatening human health must be addressed, has created a task force to alleviate the impact of the disaster, such as solid and liquid waste, industrial chemicals, sewage treatment and the salinization of drinking water.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=12940&Cr=tsunami&Cr1= 

UNEP earmarks a million dollars after Asian calamity
TerraDaily, NAIROBI (AFP) Dec 30, 2004 - The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on Thursday earmarked one million dollars to address immediate environmental needs in the regions struck by giant waves across the Indian Ocean coasts, the organisation announced in Nairobi. 
"UNEP has mobilized a million dollars to respond to the immediate needs identified by the region's governments," UNEP said. 
"Our support echoes directly the requests from national authorities for environmental experts to assess and mitigate urgent problems. Therefore we are sending experts to work with the governments and the UN country teams," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in the statement.
http://www.terradaily.com/2004/041230195941.yj7oblkx.html 


Asia Relief Groups Have Three Weeks to Stop Epidemics, WHO Says 
Bloomberg, Dec. 30 (Bloomberg) -- Disaster relief agencies have three weeks to prevent outbreaks of malaria, hepatitis and other life- threatening diseases among 5 million people in African and Asian nations struck by the Dec. 26 earthquake and tsunamis, the World Health Organization's crisis manager said. 

…”While the focus is to save lives and fight diseases, it is also important to address underlying risks, such as solid and liquid waste, industrial chemicals, sewage treatment and the salinization of drinking water,'” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement. 
Reviving coral reefs, mangrove forests and other ecosystems will be important to rebuilding coastal communities and jobs, Toepfer said. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=10000103&sid=aXqwQfMCceTE&refer=us 

Asia Deaths Approach 115,000; Efforts Focus on Averting Disease 
Bloomberg, Dec. 31 (Bloomberg) -- As the death toll from the weekend's earthquake and tsunamis in Asia approached 115,000, governments and aid agencies struggled to provide food and medicine for millions of survivors threatened by famine and disease. 
The death toll in Indonesia rose to almost 80,000 as bodies were uncovered in previously inaccessible villages, and at least 25,000 Sri Lankans died. Monsoon rains are threatening to create breeding conditions for mosquitoes, which can spread malaria and dengue fever, and the threat of disease is being compounded by the decomposition of unburied victims. 
… Unprecedented' 
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan told reporters in New York that an immediate need is help from the U.S. and partner countries in directing the movement of supplies by air throughout the region. 
``This is an unprecedented, global catastrophe and it requires an unprecedented global response,'' Annan said. ``Over the past few days, it has registered deeply in the consciousness and conscience of the world, as we seek to grasp the speed, the force and magnitude with which it happened.'' 

… Aid Pledges 
The UN said 30 countries have offered $500 million, including $250 million released today by the World Bank, to locate tens of thousands of people still missing, provide shelter and stop the spread of diseases such as cholera. The U.K. raised its aid pledge to $96 million today, the largest of any country. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=10000100&sid=arE6tP27MrGM&refer=germany 
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General Environment News

Law on solid waste pollution control amended

Xinhuanet 2004-12-30

The 13th session of the Standing Committee of the 10th National People's Congress (NPC) Wednesday approved an amendment to the law on solid waste pollution prevention to resolve the serious challenges caused by mounting solid waste.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-12/30/content_2392708.htm
Environment-friendly vehicles used to cut pollution

Increasing public awareness of environmental protection and health has quickened the step of renewing public transport vehicles to make them more environment-friendly in major Chinese cities. The move demonstrates the Chinese government's determination to alleviate auto emission which is blamed for causing serious air pollution in urban areas, insiders said. …Currently, Dalian, Shenyang, Changsha, Chengdu, Lanzhou, Xi'an and Xiamen cities have begun popularizing environment-friendly public transport automobiles and clean fuel such as compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, and liquefied petroleum gas. China designated 12 cities including Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghaiand Shenzhen as pilot cities to promote the use of clean fuel automobiles in 1999. In 2003, 16 cities were approved as key areas to popularize clean-fuel automobiles. 

http://english.people.com.cn/200412/27/eng20041227_168846.html
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UN peacekeepers improve security in Haiti, work with civil groups
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DR of Congo: kidnapped UN staffers released after having been tortured

• 
UN report paints mixed picture for Central African Republic ahead of polls – UN

• 
UN goodwill ambassador celebrates Christmas with refugees in Lebanon

Annan convenes emergency meeting to oversee UN tsunami relief operations 

30 December - With the United Nations health agency warning that up to 5 million people in Southeast Asia are without basic services after Sunday's devastating tsunami, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today chaired a top level emergency meeting to oversee what may turn out to be the largest ever UN relief effort for a natural disaster. 

"This is an unprecedented, global catastrophe and it requires an unprecedented, global response," Mr. Annan told a news conference after rushing back to UN Headquarters in New York from an interrupted holiday to convene a session of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) as reports put the death toll at close to 120,000 and still rising, the number of injured at half a million and those displaced at 1 million. 

Beyond the emergency appeals for immediate assistance he appealed to the international community to remain committed for the longer term. "We know that the impact will be felt for a long time to come," he said. 

Half a billion dollars in assistance have already been pledged or received, as well as contributions in kind in what he called "a good response," and he stressed the "absolutely essential" need for coordination of relief efforts both in the immediate and the longer term. 

Emphasizing the UN's coordinating role, he said he saw no conflict between the world body and the Core Group of Australia, India, Japan and the United States, which President George W. Bush has announced will organize relief. 

The Secretary-General is scheduled to meet on Friday with US Secretary of State Colin Powell. 

"Above all, I would like to assure the people of the region that the entire United Nations family stands ready to assist, and we stand behind them," he declared. "We will work with them in every way we can to rebuild their lives, livelihoods and communities devastated by this catastrophe." 

After chairing the meeting, which included UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland, other agency heads and representatives of non-governmental organizations (NGOs), Mr. Annan participated in a video conference with US Secretary of State Colin Powell in Washington and the ambassadors of the other Core Group countries. He also met with the Permanent Representatives of the 12 nations most affected by the disaster before conferring with the European Union. 

Next week the UN will launch a flash appeal for the first six months of the emergency, which is expected to surpass that held after Hurricane Mitch devastated Central America in 1998, when the $153 million for the first six months was followed by a mammoth longer-term reconstruction effort undertaken by the UN and the World Bank. 

According to figures released by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the two largest UN flash appeals to date have been $1.6 billion for Iraq following last year's war and $350 million for the earthquake in Bam, Iran, a year ago. 

While declining to speculate on the actual amount, Mr. Annan said the immediate and longer-term needs of reconstruction would be in the billions of dollars, including what the devastated nations themselves would muster. 

He noted that the UN would be stretched in human resources, financially and technically with all its other humanitarian commitments around the world, and he hoped that the international community would respond to this disaster without decreasing its overall development aid so that it would not be like "robbing Peter to pay Paul." 

He did not exclude a later visit to the region when it would not cause a distraction. 

Meanwhile the UN World Health Organization (WHO) said today between 3 million and 5 million people were unable to access the basic requirements needed to stay alive - clean water, adequate shelter, food, sanitation and healthcare. 

Among its immediate and longer-term priorities, the agency cited medical assistance for the hundreds of thousands of injured people and ensuring clean water for affected populations as well as sanitation facilities to reduce the risk of outbreaks of such potentially deadly diseases as diarrhoea and dysentery. 

Mr. Egeland said WHO had informed him that diarrhoeal and respiratory diseases are on the rise. "We could be in a situation that more children could die from diarrhoea in the next weeks than those who were killed by the tsunami," he added. "This is always the after-effect of major natural disasters." 

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP), warning that urgent ecological concerns threatening human health must be addressed, has created a task force to alleviate the impact of the disaster, such as solid and liquid waste, industrial chemicals, sewage treatment and the salinization of drinking water. 

Daunting logistical problems confront UN efforts to reach Asian tsunami victims 

30 December - Beyond the enormous effort to raise donations in cash and kind, one of the major challenges confronting the massive United Nations operation to bring relief to the survivors of the devastating Asian tsunami is to ensure that the aid reaches those who need it most despite daunting logistical and access problems. 

As reports flowed in of hungry survivors clamouring for food, clean water and other aid four days after the tsunami struck a dozen countries, UN officials noted that many of the most devastated areas, like Aceh in Indonesia, already suffered from poor infrastructure with access worsened by the disaster. But they vowed there would be rapid improvement. 

"Quite a lot is being done," Mr. Annan told reporters today when questioned about bottlenecks keeping immediate assistance away from those most in need. He said various governments were now offering communications and transport and moving military capabilities to the region, using Bangkok as a hub to reach other areas. 

UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland conceded there were problems all over, given the vastness of the catastrophe stretching from Southeast Asia to the east coast of Africa. 

"I agree it is beyond the reach of all our combined resources in these five massive parallel operations from Somalia to Indonesia," he said when asked about problems of transportation and coordination. 

He said the main problems were in Aceh but that 50 trucks of relief supplies were arriving there today and eight full airplanes were due in tomorrow. He discussed with Washington today the possibility of drawing on United States assets to install an air-freight handling centre in Aceh, and tomorrow the UN will set up a camp for relief workers there. 

He had received reports that 40,000 people are dead in just one area of Aceh where "infrastructure was the worst to start with, distances are the biggest and most of the existing infrastructure is totally, totally gone," he added. 

In Geneva, Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator Margareta Wahlström, en route for a visit to the area, told reporters 3,000 metric tons of food would be shipped in to Aceh in the next few days. 

Ms. Wahlström, just appointed Special Coordinator for Humanitarian Assistance to Tsunami-affected communities, said the situation in Colombo airport in Sri Lanka was difficult due to the backlog of flights and additional baggage handlers and fuel assistants had been brought in. 

Mr. Egeland has acknowledged that frustration among the survivors will grow in the days ahead. 

"It will take maybe 48 to 72 hours more to be able to respond to the tens of thousands of people who would like to have assistance today - or yesterday, rather," he said yesterday. 

In UN relief effort after Asian tsunami, some details fall below public radar 

30 December - From floating mines – the dislodged detritus of long running civil war – to the psychological after-shocks of Asia's devastating tsunami, the massive United Nations relief operation is addressing the mini-crises that may slip below the radar of public attention amid the glare devoted to the immediate health and shelter emergencies. 

In Sri Lanka, where a ceasefire is holding between the Government and Tamil separatist forces in the north and east, mines seeded years ago may yet bear deadly fruit, posing a risk to hundreds of thousands of people driven from their homes by the giant waves as well as an impediment to relief efforts. 

"Mines were floated by the floods and washed out of known mine fields, so now we don't know where they are and the warning signs on mined areas have been swept away or destroyed," UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) official Ted Chaiban said in the capital, Colombo. "The greatest danger to civilians will come when they begin to return to their homes, not knowing where the mines are." 

To address the psycho-social needs of children throughout nearly a dozen countries devastated by the tsunami, selective in-service teacher training will be supported to equip teachers with specific methods and activities, UNICEF said. 

While limited in their capacity and depth of the response to shock, teachers can still be trained to carryout activities which allow children, many of them orphaned, to share their feelings and to better cope with the aftermath of the disaster. In addition, teams of child counsellors will be trained and sent to schools. 

The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is joining this effort, mobilizing its partners, including professional teachers organizations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), to provide psychological support to traumatized children. It will also seek ways to help displaced children and those left disabled by the disaster to continue their schooling. 

Turning its attention to historic sites on its World Heritage List which were hit by the tsunami, among them the Old Town of Galle in Sri Lanka, and Mahabalipuram and the Sun Temple of Koranak in India, UNESCO is sending damage assessment missions to decide on appropriate action. 

Beyond the headline-grabbing attention paid to deadly disaster-specific diseases stemming from contaminated water such as cholera, typhoid and respiratory illnesses, there also lurk the endemic regional scourges that may now receive a boost, such as malaria and dengue. 

"Standing water and soggy fields created by the tsunamis are perfect for mosquito breeding," UNICEF warned. There is also the threat of measles - the one infectious disease likely to spread in epidemic proportions through densely populated camps of displaced persons. 

As to the full scope of the catastrophe, the habitual secrecy of a military junta and the narrower interests of tourist producing countries may serve to mask the true dimensions, the agency noted. 

Although outlying islands in Myanmar have been totally devastated, entire fishing fleets are feared lost and coastal communities seriously affected, UNICEF said it was very difficult to get a clear picture of the full extent of the crisis since "the military junta tends to keep quiet about natural disasters." 

Meanwhile in neighbouring Thailand, "while the effects on foreign tourists at the resort centres of Phuket have grabbed world headlines, it is the Thai coastal communities which have borne the brunt of the devastation," the agency added. 

As for the scale of the disaster the figures range from the small to the almost incomprehensibly vast. In Somalia the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) cites figures of 114 dead and over 100 fishing boats missing while in Indonesia, where tens of thousands perished, UNICEF reports that 4.5 million people have been affected by the tsunami and 100,000 houses were lost. 

And the UN World Health Organization (WHO) warned today that up to 5 million people in Southeast Asia were without basic services. 

Imminent peace deal in southern Sudan offers blueprint for Darfur - Annan 

30 December - As reports indicate that the Sudanese Government and rebels are likely to sign a peace deal ending the 21-year civil war in the country's south, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today that an agreement could serve as a blueprint for resolving the separate crisis engulfing Sudan's Darfur region. 

Asked by a journalist about the media reports of an imminent peace deal, Mr. Annan said he thought it would have a "positive impact on the country" and lead to both a formal national conference and national dialogue. 

Representatives of Khartoum and of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) have been negotiating in Naivasha, Kenya, in a bid to end the civil war that has killed more than 2 million people and displaced up to 4 million others since it began in 1983. Earlier this year the two sides signed a series of protocols about power-sharing and the distribution of economic resources, including oil. 

In November the Sudanese Government and the SPLM/A signed a memorandum of understanding pledging to successfully conclude their peace talks in Naivasha by the end of this year. 

Mr. Annan said he hoped that any agreement in southern Sudan would "add momentum" to resolving the conflict in Darfur, where more than 1.85 million people have been displaced and tens of thousands of others killed since rebels took up arms against the Government early last year. 

The Secretary-General said some of the solutions found for the war in southern Sudan could be useful in developing a plan to end the conflict in Darfur. 

UN peacekeepers improve security in Haiti, work with civil groups 

30 December - Security, one of the main concerns of the United Nations peacekeeping mission in Haiti, has greatly improved in the Caribbean nation, allowing UN teams to work with their Haitian counterparts on such pressing civil issues as the HIV/AIDS pandemic, a mission spokesman said. 

Reviewing recent military and police operations in unsettled parts of the capital, Port-au-Prince, the spokesman for the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), Damian Onses-Cardona, told journalists yesterday, "The security situation in Haiti is progressing." 

"The authorized military force is nearly complete: 6,009 out of an expected 6,700 soldiers have already been deployed throughout the regions in Haiti," he added. 

At the end of the mission's first seven months on the job, the MINUSTAH units specializing in electoral assistance, civil affairs, gender issues, child protection, HIV/AIDS and human rights were working closely with Haitian organizations, he said. 

A spokesman for MINUSTAH's civilian police (CIVPOL), Daniel Moskaluk, said the officer strength was now up to 86 per cent of the force authorized by the UN Security Council, or 1,400 out of the expected 1,622. 

DR of Congo: kidnapped UN staffers released after having been tortured 

30 December - A consultant to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and three local aid workers, kidnapped by militia members week before last, have been released, but in poor health. 

UNDP identified them as consulting engineer Aziz Kaliemba, hospital director Dr. Lobo Rombi, the director of the UN/national disarmament and reintegration programme (CONADER) for former combatants in the Kandroma area, Jean-Louis Malumba, and Café Bahenuka. 

Their release and arrival at the UNDP office in Bunia came after talks with senior members of the Integrationist Nationalist Front (FNI), three of whose camps were destroyed by soldiers from the UN peacekeeping mission, MONUC, on Monday. 

The men had been tortured, even having been bound and tossed into Lake Albert, UNDP said. Mr. Kaliemba and Mr. Malumba still bore infected wounds on their arms and had been put in the care of MONUC's chief physician. 

UN report paints mixed picture for Central African Republic ahead of polls – UN 

30 December - While the political and economic fortunes of the Central African Republic (CAR) are gradually improving, human rights abuses continue and the country's situation remains precarious ahead of presidential and parliamentary elections scheduled for mid-February, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in his latest report on the United Nations peace-building office there. 

In the report, presented to the Security Council, Mr. Annan says it is critical that CAR's political parties "preserve the consensus" so that elections can be successfully staged and the nation can move away from years of instability and violence. They must try to "bring about a tranquil political environment" by reaffirming their commitment to the electoral process. 

The Secretary-General points to renewed hope after a referendum for a draft new constitution proceeded smoothly on 5 December. A draft electoral code has also been written and polls have been scheduled for 13 February, with the official launch of the election slated for next month. 

He says there are good signs on the economic horizon after the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank adopted programmes in August that could lead to greater international financing and investment in CAR and a solution to its problems of high foreign debt. The Government has cut State spending and made attempts to increase its tax revenue. The inflation rate is also satisfactory, he adds. 

But the report shows that many CAR's recent gains are either small or fragile. Economic growth lags behind forecasts, civil servants are owed five months' salary and the agricultural sector has been hurt by the drop in world coffee and cotton prices. Two-thirds of the population live on less than $1 a day. 

CAR also faces severe humanitarian problems, especially in health care, which is too expensive for most citizens. Chronic malnutrition persists, particularly in rural areas, where three out of every 10 children are suffering. In education, 400,000 pupils have no access to basic services, a third of teachers have no formal training and schools are regularly looted. 

Mr. Annan's report notes that in the past six months there have been several registered cases of human rights abuses, including summary executions, highway robberies of civilians, abusive arrests, threats and acts of harassment. Most have been attributed to either the defence forces or law enforcement members. "However, when the perpetrators are identified, they are punished by the military hierarchy or brought to justice." 

The UN Peace-building Office in the CAR, known by its French acronym of BONUCA, has been in the country since February 2000, when it replaced a UN peacekeeping mission. Since it began operations, there has been a series of rebellions, coups and attempted coups, culminating in March 2003, when the current president, Gen. Francois Bozizé, overthrew the regime of Ange Félix Patassé. 

UN goodwill ambassador celebrates Christmas with refugees in Lebanon 

30 December - The film actress Angelina Jolie, a goodwill ambassador for the United Nations refugee agency, has celebrated her third Christmas in a row with refugees and agency staff in the field. 

After marking the 2003 holiday season in Cairo, Egypt, and 2002 in Kosovo, Ms. Jolie interrupted a private visit to Beirut last week to join staff members from the local office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), as well as young refugees at a refugee centre and patients in a cancer hospital. 

"Being here for Christmas has been very special," Ms. Jolie said afterwards. "After so many years of conflict, to see Christmas trees next to mosques - everyone in the holiday spirit - is something beautiful and symbolic of reconciliation. It is an example of hope for other areas of the world." 

Some 30 staff members gave Ms. Jolie - who has been a goodwill ambassador since August 2001 - a gift at the Christmas Eve celebration in "gratitude for her tireless efforts to spotlight refugee problems around the world." The goodwill ambassador later met refugee children and handed out Christmas gifts. 

In Lebanon, UNHCR cares for some 1,800 refugees, mainly from Iraq, Sudan and Somalia. It established a Community Development Centre last year to provide services to refugees, including language training, computer courses, counselling and other activities for refugee women and youngsters. 

Lebanon is not a party to the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees or its 1967 Protocol. Nonetheless, since 1963 the country has been a permanent member of UNHCR's Executive Committee, which approves the agency's standards, programmes and budgets. 
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