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South Africa;  Taking Up the Sustainable Development Challenge From Johannesburg 

      Frank exchanges to identify Commonwealth priorities in implementing the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) agreements will be the aim of the forthcoming Commonwealth Consultative Group on Environment (CCGE) meeting. The gathering takes place on 4 February 2003 in Nairobi, Kenya, on the eve on the Global Ministerial Environment Forum of the United Nations Environment Programme, also in Nairobi. 

      This year's meeting of Commonwealth environment ministers and senior officials is chaired by Rukman

      Senanayake, Sri Lanka's Minister of Environment and Natural Resources. "The CCGE's objective is to provide a high-level forum to exchange views on environment and sustainable development issues which are of      particular concern to member countries," explains Janet Strachan, Programme Manager (Sustainable      Development) at the Commonwealth Secretariat. "Member states have identified a number of issues for

      discussion including the role of the private sector in protecting the environment, and action plans for

      implementing the outcomes from WSSD. Ministers are also expected to discuss implementation of the 1994 Barbados Programme of Action on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States." 

      Established in 1993, the CCGE is the Commonwealth's primary intergovernmental forum for consultations on environment and sustainable development issues. The 2003 CCGE meeting will enable ministers to exchange views and ideas on priority issues that Commonwealth states are facing in their employment of the Plan of Implementation, the 54-page plan drawn up and agreed to at the WSSD in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 2002. It will also provide strategic guidance to the Commonwealth Secretariat's work programme in this area.

      Among the many commitments made at Johannesburg, it was agreed that by 2020 chemicals will be used      and produced in ways that minimise adverse effects on human health and the environment. By 2015, the      proportion of people who do not have access to basic sanitation will be halved. Fisheries stocks will be      maintained or restored on an urgent basis where possible by 2015, and a significant reduction in the current      rate of loss of biological diversity achieved by 2010. A World Solidarity Fund was created to help eradicate poverty. 

      "If there was one message that emerged loud and clear from Johannesburg," says Ms Strachan, "it is the      need for us all to make greater demonstrable progress on sustainable development in the coming years. The      CCGE will be exploring the very real challenges in making this happen." ________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

US urges urgent action on Afghan environment

  KABUL - The United Nations urged international donors this week to provide immediate support to protect Afghanistan's environment as  an integral part of efforts to reconstruct the war-ravaged country. 

  In a report prepared with Afghanistan's transitional government, the US Environment Programme said two decades of war in Afghanistan  had degraded the environment to such an extent it was now a major stumbling block to reconstruction. 

  Problems would only worsen if they were neglected any longer, it added. 

  "Three to four years of drought have compounded a state of widespread and serious resource degradation: lowered water tables, dried up  wetlands, denuded forests, eroded land and depleted wildlife populations," a US statement said. 

  UNEP said those living in rural areas - 80 percent of Afghans - had seen many basic resources like water for irrigation and trees for food  and fuel lost in a generation. 

  "In urban areas, the most basic necessity for human well-being - safe water - may be reaching as few as 12 percent of the population," the  statement quoted UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer as saying. 

  Pekka Haavosto, chairman of the UNEP's Afghanistan Task Force, said some environmental problems needed tackling immediately,  particularly contamination of drinking water through sewage. 

  "These environmental concerns are so serious that international support is needed," he told a news conference held to release the report   ahead of the Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Nairobi next week. 

  "The environment should be on board from the very beginning in the upcoming reconstruction projects," he said. 

  "I know that people have said that the environment cannot be a priority, let's wait a couple of years, but after a couple of years many of  these problems will certainly be much worse." 

  The report said tests of urban drinking water revealed high concentrations of bacterial contamination cause by sewage, creating the threat  of cholera, especially to children. 

  In the cities of Herat, Mazar-i-Sharif, Kandahar and Kabul, UNEP documented disposal of medical waste from hospitals - in some cases  even organs and syringes - in the street, and in one case in an abandoned well. 

  Environmental standards at factories, meanwhile, revealed "acute environmental and human health risks", including cases of child workers  exposed to toxic chemicals. 

  The report said unrestrained logging in the past 30 years had caused widespread loss of forest and satellite images showed the conifer  forests in the provinces of Nangarhar, Kunar and Nuristan had been reduced by half since 1978. 

  It said that under the mujahideen from 1992 to 1996 and the Taliban until late 2001, as many as 200 timber trucks a day - representing the  loss of up to 200 hectares of forest - were seen on Kunar's roads. Most were destined for Pakistan. 

  "Today, local communities have lost control of their resources in these eastern provinces, with warlords, timber barons and foreign traders  controlling illegal and highly lucrative logging operations," the UNEP statement said. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily Star

Afghanistan on the brink of a natural disaster
UNEP study traces effects of decades of conflict
AFP, Kabul


Decades of conflict in Afghanistan have left the country on the brink of natural disaster which will spiral out of control unless urgent action is taken, a United Nations study released Wednesday said. 

Overflowing rubbish dumps, poisonous medical waste facilities, foetid open sewers, fume-belching factories and leaking oil refineries are adding to the devastating affects of deforestation and desertification, the report said. 

In the first full assessment of the country since the 2001 collapse of the hardline Taliban regime ended 23 years of war, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) study called for international aid to prevent further destruction. 

"Tragically the combined pressures of warfare, civil disorder, lack of governance and drought have taken a major toll on Afghanistan's natural and human resources," the report said. 

"The significant lack of effective environmental management and the extensive environmental damage and degradation... is increasing human vulnerability to natural disasters." 

Unless immediate steps are taken, both by Afghanistan's new government and the global community, its population and precious wildlife will be poisoned and starved out existence, the internationally-funded study said. 

"Transforming Afghanistan into a prosperous, democratic and self-sustaining country cannot be achieved without the assistance of the international community," it said. 

Years of fighting and drought have left the central Asian country heavily dependent on foreign help for reconstruction, a process which the UNEP said will flounder unless environmental concerns are addressed. 

"Conflict has... destroyed infrastructure and hindered agricultural activities. 

"These effects coupled with three to four years of drought affecting most of the country have caused serious and widespread land degradation, including lowered water tables, desiccation of wetlands, deforestation and widespread loss of vegetative cover, erosion and loss of wildlife populations. 

"These problems are compounded by the increasing numbers of people who are displaced due to insecurity arising from degraded environments and loss of livelihoods." 

Afghanistan's major population centres have been placed under immense pressure in recent months as people fleeing rural hardships join a large proportion of some 1.8 million refugees returning from exile. 

"High levels of unemployment, a failing electricity supply network and assorted public health problems are having a profound effect on the quality of urban Afghanistan," the survey added. 

Of major concern in the cities is the pollution of the water table by disease-laden raw sewage and industrial waste. Some 580,000 and rising vehicles running on low-grade diesel are also choking an atmosphere already blighted by dust and toxic fires. 

Arid rural areas have also been hit hard by deforestation and bad farming practices, devastating the landscape and threatening a wildlife population already hit by extensive hunting. 

The report singled out Pakistan as having a major role to play in cutting off smuggling routes for timber illegally harvested from eastern Afghanistan's once rich conifer forests. 

Over 50 percent of forest cover has been lost over the past two decades in the eastern provinces of Nuristan, Kunar and Nangarhar, the study said, with similar losses predicted for southeastern Khost, Paktia and Paktika. 

Afghan Environment Minsiter Yusuf Nooristani said deforestation was one of the main causes of the country's ecological woes. 

"The country has been robbed of its precious forest resources by Afghan and non-Afghan timber mafia and smugglers," said Nooristani. 

"The net result of the degradation is widespread desertification and erosion and increased vulnerability to environmental disasters." 

____________________________________________________________________________________

UNWIRE

OZONE: Bush Administration Seeks Exemption For Pesticide Banned In Treaty 

The Bush administration plans to submit requests to the U.N. Environment Program's Ozone Secretariat to allow industries to continue using a pesticide banned under an international treaty, the New York Times reports. Requests are due tomorrow.

The Montreal Protocol, administered by the U.N. body, is a 15-year-old pact widely perceived as the most effective environmental treaty ever negotiated. It calls for the total ban of methyl bromide by 2005.

The pesticide is a toxic gas used to sterilize soils, fumigate grain-milling operations and kill invasive pests living in exports and imports. It destroys the ozone at a greater rate than chlorofluorocarbons, but is rarer and accounts for only 7 percent of the total erosion of the ozone layer.

The administration is seeking the exemptions from the international body in response to requests it has received from U.S. strawberry growers, golf course groomers and other industries. Senior government officials said the administration is likely to approve most of the 56 applications for "critical-use exemptions" that have been submitted to the Environmental Protection Agency. The exemptions would allow the continued use of about 26 million pounds of methyl bromide. Government officials say they see no reason to limit the number as long as each request is justified.

"The Montreal Protocol has expressed in this exemption the notion that there are cases where the impact of losing the chemical is so great that they won't force the ban on people," said one official on condition of anonymity.

But some foreign officials and environmental activists say the Bush administration and other countries seeking many exemptions, such as Australia and Spain, are handicapping the treaty. 

"If the Bush administration abandons the phase-out of methyl bromide, the safer alternatives will wither on the vine, and the hole in the ozone layer will keep growing," said David Doniger of the Natural Resources Defense Council.

But administration officials said the continued use of the pesticide "helps level the playing field" for U.S. farming industries competing against developing countries such as Mexico, which have access to cheap labor to clear fields of weeds and an exemption from the methyl bromide ban for another 10 years.

A technical panel consisting of three dozen experts will review the applications in coming months. They will report to the Ozone Secretariat, which will make a final decision. 

Administration officials are reportedly worried that the isolation of the United States on other international issues, including the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change and a possible attack on Iraq, could mean the requests will be rejected even if they are justified (Andrew Revkin, New York Times, Jan. 30).

(Back to Contents)



UNEP: Governing Council To Discuss Leaded Fuel, Palestinian Territories 

Next week's U.N. Environment Program Governing Council meeting in Nairobi will focus on efforts to end the use of leaded gasoline and on environmental degradation in the Palestinian territories, the U.N. agency said yesterday.

The meeting's agenda includes the presentation of a report on African efforts to eradicate leaded gasoline, predicting that within five years most of the continent will have already stopped using leaded fuels or will be close to doing so. The top UNEP body is also slated to review a report on threats to the Palestinian environment, including the constant strain on natural resources there.

Other items scheduled for discussion include the outcome of last year's World Summit on Sustainable Development and the role of civil society in environmental issues (Agence France-Presse, Jan. 29).

_________________________________________________________________________________________

NY TIMES

Administration to Seek Exemptions to 2005 Ban of a Pesticide

January 30, 2003

By ANDREW C. REVKIN 

The Bush administration is moving to help industries keep using a pesticide that is to be banned under an

international agreement to restore the earth's protective ozone layer, several government officials say. 

Administration officials say they are prepared to ask that some of the pesticide users, which include farmers and golf course operators, be exempted from the ban on the pesticide, methyl bromide, called for in 2005 under the international treaty. The officials say the exemptions are justified under the treaty's language because there are no effective substitutes to methyl bromide and businesses would be harmed. 

But advocates for the environment say that if too many exemptions are granted, efforts to undo damage to the ozone layer will be set back by years. They said exemptions from the ban would generally undermine the agreement, the Montreal Protocol, a 15-year-old pact that is widely perceived as the most effective environmental treaty ever negotiated. 

The debate leaves the administration caught between the demands of the industries, the obligations of the protocol, which the United States signed, and the need to limit political damage from persistent criticism of its

environmental policies. 

The White House has until tomorrow to decide how many exemptions to request from the international environmental body that administers the treaty, the Ozone Secretariat of the United Nations Environment Program. 

Fifty-six requests for exemptions have been made to the administration, totaling about 26 million pounds of methyl bromide. Senior government officials said that while no decision had been made on how many requests to submit to the United Nations committee, they saw no reason to limit the number as long as each was justified. 

Under a timetable set by the treaty, industrialized countries have steadily decreased use of methyl bromide

since 1999 and are to end all use by 2005, except in situations where there are no effective substitutes or

markets would be disrupted. 

The 56 applications for "critical-use exemptions" that have been submitted to the the Environmental Protection Agency are from agricultural groups and businesses as varied as chrysanthemum and strawberry growers, flour millers, universities, and golf-course groomers. The applications are at epa.gov/spdpublc  /mbr/cue_summaries.html. 

A senior federal official involved with assessing the proposed exemptions said that most of the agricultural

users had legitimate reasons. 

"I think they have a case for needing it," said the official, who spoke on condition of anonymity. "The

Montreal Protocol has expressed in this exemption the notion that there are cases where the impact of losing the chemical is so great that they won't force the ban on people." 

Some countries plan to join the United States in seeking  many exemptions, including Australia and Spain. But

government officials in other countries, including Britain,  said they planned to strictly limit their proposed

exemptions to insure that overall use of the gas continued to fall. 

"A critical use should be a critical use," said one European government official. The official, speaking on

condition of anonymity, noted that exemptions granted for other ozone-depleting substances were extraordinarily limited. One allows continued use of banned CFC's in  powering asthma inhalers. Methyl chloroform, another banned chemical, is still allowed for cleaning the O-rings on the space shuttle's booster rockets. 

In a related effort, the American Farm Bureau, Florida State officials and other lobbying groups wrote members of Congress this week seeking an amendment that would allow the use of methyl bromide to rise 20 percent from the amount currently permitted under federal law and the treaty. 

Environmental groups say the chemical needs to be banned and the treaty honored. They are pressing the White House to greatly reduce the exemption requests, pointing to some businesses that are seeking to increase, not simply maintain, their use of the chemical. 

"If the Bush administration abandons the phase-out of methyl bromide, the safer alternatives will wither on the

vine, and the hole in the ozone layer will keep growing," said David Doniger, an expert in international

environmental policy at the Natural Resources Defense Council. Companies producing substitutes contend that any significant exemptions will simply delay shifts toward other methods of controlling pests. 

Methyl bromide is one of a variety of chemicals that are being phased out under the treaty because they break down the high-altitude veil of ozone molecules that blocks harmful ultraviolet rays. This shield had diminished

significantly by the 1980's, and still disappears almost entirely over large areas of both poles in certain seasons.

Scientists say that the continued reductions in the use of the ozone-depleting compounds, dominated by

chlorofluorocarbons, or CFC's, should lead to restoration of the layer later in the century. 

Methyl bromide is a much more potent destroyer of ozone, molecule for molecule, than are CFC's, but unlike those compounds does not persist long in the air and is also much rarer. Over all, scientists have estimated it accounts for no more than 7 percent of the total erosion of the ozone layer. 

Once submitted, any exemptions sought by the United States and other industrialized countries will be reviewed this spring by a technical panel consisting of three dozen experts, including American government scientists. The panel will make recommendations to the Ozone Secretariat, which represents the interests of the 160 signers of the treaty, who make the final decision. . 

Administration officials said they were concerned that the isolation of the United States on other international

issues, including the Kyoto climate treaty and the possible attack on Iraq, could result in the exemptions being

rejected even if they are justified. 

Methyl bromide is a toxic gas that has been used since the 1960's to sterilize soils, fumigate grain-milling

operations, and treat exports and imports to kill invasive pests. It kills weeds, insects, nematodes and all manner of other pests. 

Under the Montreal treaty, industrialized countries agreed to a 25-percent reduction below the amount used in 1991 starting in 1999; a 50-percent drop, from that level starting in 2002; a 70-percent reduction starting in 2003; and finally the 100-percent ban starting in 2005. The United States has been meeting its reduction goals set out in the treaty. (Developing countries have a 10-year delay before they must stop using the gas.) 

Applications from American companies include some that are very small, like that from Stroope Bee and Honey Company of Alvin, Tex., which seeks to continue using about 400 pounds of the chemical in 2005 and beyond to prevent moths from attacking honeycombs. 

"I know of nothing else that will even come close to controlling the greater wax moth in stored honey combs,"

said Garland Stroope, the business owner, in his application. 

But they also include requests for large, and increasing, uses of the chemical. 

Auburn University in Alabama is seeking to use 542,408 pounds of methyl bromide a year on 1,600 acres where it plants tree seedlings, saying it has found "no possible alternatives." 

The California Grape & Tree Fruit League, in Fresno, has submitted a request for its membership to use 1,579,500 pounds of methyl bromide annually after 2005, although its members typically used less than 650,000 pounds of the chemical in the late 1990's. 

In interviews, several government officials involved with compiling the applications said there are other important issues to consider when weighing the importance of the chemical to a particular business. 

Mexico is among countries that compete with American farmers in fruit and vegetable trade that are exempt from the methyl bromide ban for another decade, officials said.  These countries also use cheap labor to clear fields of weeds that American growers clear with methyl bromide. Labor in this country is too costly for that task. "Methyl bromide helps level the playing field," said a senior Department of Agriculture official. 

Marco Gonzalez, the executive secretary of the Montreal Protocol, said he was confident that the international

review of exemptions from the methyl bromide ban would be fair and not roll back efforts to repair the ozone layer. 

"The Montreal Protocol so far has been a success story and is paving the way to other conventions," Mr. Gonzalez said. "We don't see any reason why progress and success should not continue."

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/01/30/national/30OZON.html?ex=1044934664&ei=1&en=358e77d2ea00343b
________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Brazil launches anti-poverty drive

               Brazil still suffers from a desperate rich-poor gap  The Brazilian president has launched an ambitious               programme to eliminate poverty in Brazil, the biggest country in Latin America. 

               President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, better known as  Lula, aims to make a real difference for millions of  people by the end of this year alone. 

               Zero Hunger, as the  programme is known, is one of the principal pillars of the  new, leftist president's  social agenda. 

               "We are going to create the conditions so that everyone  in our country can eat a  decent meal three times a  day, every day, without  needing donations from anyone," he said at the launching ceremony in               Brasilia. 

               The president toured the   vast country's poorest  regions soon after taking office this month and               promised help to the destitute. 

               The new programme is  meant to supply 1.5 million of the poorest families, especially in the north-east, with a monthly income of $15 to buy basic foods by the end of the year. 

               It will also continue previous government initiatives, such as cash handouts given on condition that children are sent to schools where they get free meals. 

               Earlier this week, Lula called on world leaders in Davos,  Switzerland, to set up a global anti-poverty fund. 

               Cash cards 

               Lula launched the new programme in front of an audience of 500 invited guests. 

               The government, which has earmarked $500m of its  funds for the programme, is also appealing to Brazil's  wealthy to donate and supermodel Gisele Bundchen has already given almost $30,000. 

               The president warned that hunger could not  de defeated by "isolated  government measures". 

               "Conquering hunger will demand a lot of effort, a lot of persistence, a lot of courage and dedication from all of us during the next four years," he said. 

               The BBC's Tom Gibb reports that most of  Brazil's projects for the long-term elimination of               hunger are still on the drawing-board, with serious arguments within Lula's administration on how to proceed. 

               Initially, the  centrepiece of the programme was to be  through handing out coupons to buy food,               but the idea was dropped after experts said it would merely create a black market in coupons. 

               So now recipients will be given an electronic card which will allow them to claim their $15 a month in cash to buy food. 

               The first recipients will be in Guaribas and Acaua, in the northeastern Piaui region, where  more than 700 families will shortly collect their aid cards. 

               Areas badly hit by drought are being given special attention under the programme. 

               In Brazil, a nation of about 170 million, about  46 million people live on less than a dollar a day. _________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

New European Constitution May Erase Eco-Progress 

                      BRUSSELS, Belgium, January 29, 2003 (ENS) - Some of the European Union's  greatest milestones in environmental policymaking could be at risk from attempts to draft a new constitution for the bloc, a major conference on environmental governance heard Tuesday. 

                      An official from the European Commission's Environment Directorate, Pascal Lefevre, told delegates that environment policy was "just not being  discussed" in a convention charged with consolidating the EU treaty and its  offshoots into a more comprehensible and public friendly document. 

                                         A first draft produced by the convention  made no mention of the need for                 sustainable development, Lefevre said.  "One of the biggest steps forward since Rio has simply gone," he said, referring  to the 1992 United Nations Earth Summit  in Rio de Janeiro. The requirement to integrate environmental concerns into  mainstream sectoral policymaking was also missing, he said. 

                                               Paolo Stancanelli of the convention said  the body had deliberately decided to                                               focus on the future form of institutions and decision making procedures, rather than stray into sectoral policy areas. EU governments would have the final say on the constitution's wording, he insisted. 

                      But Lefevre countered that any provisions on the environment might be bargained out in the horsetrading over institutional power that will inevitably  settle the text. 

                      Opening the conference on Monday, Environment Commissioner Margot  Wallstrom said it should provide a "strategic contribution to the consolidation of the European strategy for sustainable development." 

                      The gathering followed up from a similar Commission event just over a year ago. In effect, it provided a platform for a list of speakers to offload their gripes over the formulation and enforcement of EU environment policy. 

                      The chair of the European Parliament's Environment Committee Caroline Jackson said that democratic involvement at the final conciliation stage of agreeing EU laws was "almost meaningless." The procedure should be opened to the public, she said. There was "widespread public suspicion" that                 laws were not obeyed, while member states consistently failed to implement  major directives without giving any hint during their approval that they would  face problems. 

                      The EU needs more framework directives and voluntary agreements with industry, Jackson                     argued. But Ludwig Krämer of the environment  directorate's environmental governance unit  launched a stinging attack against them. 

                      Framework laws were "unenforceable," he said.  Where there is political will in member states to  make local or regional laws, they are used to aid  the process. But where there is no political will,  authorities "have the flexibility to get out of  that." He cited the Framework Waste Directive's unheeded requirement to                      prevent waste production as a signal example. 

                      The Green G8 group of Brussels environmental lobby bodies today released a critique of the Commission's own contribution to the debate on the future of Europe under the convention, in a working paper known as Penelope. Eight  groups sent a letter of President of the European Commission Romano Prodi                      saying they are "alarmed" by the "potential deterioration" of the requirement  for "environmental policy integration" in the new proposals as compared to  the existing European Community Treaty. 

______________________________________________________________________

 ROAP Media Update – 31 January 2003


Topical News Issues
Afghanistan on brink of natural disaster: UN 
The Dawn (Pakistan) - KABUL, Jan 29: Decades of conflict in Afghanistan have left the country on the brink of a natural disaster which will spiral out of control unless urgent action is taken, a United Nations study released Wednesday said. 
Overflowing rubbish dumps, poisonous medical waste facilities, fetid open sewers, fume-belching factories and leaking oil refineries are adding to the devastating affects of deforestation and desertification, the report said. 
In the first full environmental assessment of the country since the 2001 collapse of the hardline Taliban regime ended 23 years of war, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) study called for international aid to prevent further destruction. 
http://www.dawn.com/2003/01/30/int9.htm 

and also

Afghanistan on the brink of a natural disaster - UNEP study traces effects of decades of conflict
Daily Star, January 31, 2003 - http://www.dailystarnews.com/200301/31/n3013109.htm#BODY5 

Red zone, green woes
Straits Times (Singapore) - http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/techscience/story/0,4386,169302,00.html? 


300,000 drought-hit farmers in dire straits 
BEIJING - A devastating drought in a key drainage area of the Yellow River in northern China has left 300,000 stricken farmers in desperate need of water to irrigate their arid land, state press said yesterday. 
The drought threatens to destroy crops grown on more than a million hectares of farmland in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, which relies on water supplied from China's second-longest river. 
http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/asia/story/0,4386,169327,00.html? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

30 January 2003

Hydrogen-Powered Vehicles at Least a Decade Away, Washington Post, 30/1:  In his State of the Union address, President Bush outlined a vision of nonpolluting, hydrogen-powered fuel-cell cars and pledged $1.5 billion over five years to make that vision a reality.  Almost everyone, from environmentalists to automakers, agrees that the transition toward hydrogen is a good thing, at least in theory.  But it will take at least a decade to surmount all of the technological, economic, and political barriers to developing fuel-cell cars.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A63512-2003Jan29.html; see also Hoping speech fuels studies, Baltimore Sun, http://www.sunspot.net/news/printedition/bal-te.journal30jan30,0,5461627.column?coll=bal%2Dpe%2Dasection; Carmakers and Environmentalists Differ Over Fuel Cell Proposal, NY Times, http://www.nytimes.com/2003/01/30/automobiles/30FUEL.html?ex=1044944365&ei=1&en=0fee2b4d00f729af)

Reform WTO to Make Trade Work for the Poor – UNDP, IPS, 30/1:  The only way to reverse widespread enmity toward globalisation in developing countries is to make trade work as an engine of growth and human development, says a United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) report released Thursday.  To achieve that, 'Making Global Trade Work for People', four basic principles should be incorporated into the World Trade Organisation (WTO):  trade must be seen as a means to an end, not an end in itself; trade rules and standards should allow for diversity across regions and nations; countries' rights to protect their institutions and development priorities must be recognised; and no country should be allowed to impose its institutional preferences on others.  (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=15591)

Ocean conditions cause four-year drought, UPI, 30/1:  Unprecedented temperature increases in the Indian and western Pacific oceans, plus a cooling of waters in the eastern Pacific, have caused drought conditions from 1998 to 2002 that have stunted crops in the United States, southern Europe and Southwest Asia, new research released today in “Science” concludes.  (See http://www.upi.com/print.cfm?StoryID=20030130-112246-2308r)

Bush Steps Up Pro-Industry Agenda, IPS, 27/1:  The administration of President Bush is intensifying its assault on key environmental protection measures, with federal agencies announcing more than 100 actions harmful to the environment and public health over the past year, according to a new analysis from the Natural Resources Defence Council (NRDC).  (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=15486)

Thirsty Iraqis face a killer in their taps, Atlanta-Journal Constitution, 27/1:  Unlike developing nations such as India, where much of the population relies on deep tube wells as a source of water, Iraq had built water treatment systems that rivaled Western nations.  That meant every Iraqi, whether in bustling Baghdad or a tiny village, had access to safe drinking water. But those systems were either destroyed by the bombing in the Persian Gulf War or gradually stopped functioning because of the embargo on imported parts, machinery and chemicals.  (See http://www.accessatlanta.com/ajc/epaper/editions/today/news_e3439d68112420b110c0.html)

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA BRIEF

A training course on the Management of Natural Reserves organized by the Ministry of Municipalities, Environment, and Water Resources in Oman will begin next Saturday to Wednesday on the Training Center of the Ministry. The subjects of the course are about: biodiversity, environmental pollution, desertification, and other subjects related to the environment.

http://www.omannews.com/wend24.htm
The World Moist Lands Day 

 The National Agency of the Wildlife Protection celebrating the World Moist Lands Day in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 2 February with the participation of many Ministries and Government and non Government organizations.

http://www.al-jazirah.com/ 

http://www.alriyadh.com.sa/Contents/30-01-2003/Mainpage/LOCAL1_5190.php
The Environment and Energy Conference is Next Sunday

The preparations for the this Conference and Exhibition was done to cover this great environmental event in the Middle East which will be held next Sunday in Abu-Dhabi. The Media Committee of the Conference announced that 50 environmental specialized  journalists all over the world will attend this conference to cover the activities, 40 Environmental and Energy Arab Ministers will participate in addition with many Arab and Foreign Experts, 100 Journalists from the Arab and Foreign  Media Agencies and broadcasting TVs, and it is expected that 250 specialists journalists will watch this great event through the internet.  

http://www.alittihad.co.ae/details.asp?M=1&A=1&ArticleID=100227&Journal=1/30/2003
http://www.alittihad.co.ae/details.asp?M=1&A=1&ArticleID=100232&Journal=1/30/2003
Dubai International Conference on Atmospheric Pollution February 2004

Under the patronage of H.H Shiekh Mohammed Bin Rashed Al-Maktoom, Zayed Prize is organizing its third International Conference in Dubai “ Air Quality for a better life in the Third Millennium” in collaboration with the Regional Office of Environmental Programme (ROWA), Emirates University, the Global Metrology Organization, and others.   

http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/01/30/mhl/18.htm
Palestinian areas face many threats to environment 

Abu Dhabi |WAM | 25-01-2003 

Print friendly format | Email to Friend 

Already stretched thin by the demands of a dense population coping with decades of conflict, natural resources in the Palestinian occupied territories are under constant pressure from water pollution, climate change, desertification and land degradation, the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) says in a new study. 

Motivated by persistent and alarming reports of water and land scarcity, waste dumping and loss of natural vegetation in the Middle East, world leaders attending the seventh special session of UNEP's governing council and global ministerial environment forum last February in Colombia requested the agency to carry out a study aimed at identifying major areas of environmental damage that needed urgent attention. 

The desk study on the environment in the occupied Palestinian territories will be one of the top items for environmental ministers at the upcoming 22nd meeting of UNEP's governing council, set to run from February 3 to 7 in Nairobi.

Calling on the international community to spare no effort to assist those in need, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer emphasises in a foreword to the study that while the agency's mandate was to asses the environment in the Palestinian occupied territories, the recommendations should be seen as an effort to improve environmental conditions in the entire region as well as the territories. 

The study stresses that the Middle East is a "meeting point" of escalating environmental threats - particularly the case in the Palestinian occupied territories, where long-term environmental degradation spanning several conflicts has been exacerbated by protracted refugee situations and rapid population growth. 

"This report must be viewed in the context of the current very grave situation in the whole region," a news report at the UN news service website quoted Toepfer as saying, adding that, "environmental cooperation can be a tool in the peace process." 

Toepfer also notes that the desk study team of eight environmental experts visited the region between October 1 and 11, 2002, targeting themes most vital to the region's environment, such as water quality and quantity, solid waste and waste water management, land use, biodiversity, hazardous waste, and environmental administration.

http://www.gulf-news.com/
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Briefing by Spokesman for Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Secretary-General on Iraq

           The Secretary-General was asked by the Associated Press this morning as he came into the Building about  yesterday’s discussions in the Security Council on Iraq, and he noted that the discussions would continue, with  everyone looking forward to US Secretary of State Colin Powell’s visit to the United Nations next week.  He said he  suspected that many foreign ministers would come for that meeting, and would discuss Iraq further following the  evidence Powell brings to the Council.

           He added, “Whether that will change the minds of some members of the Council will depend on the material  he puts before them.”

           As for evidence, he added that the inspectors have made it clear for some time that they would appreciate  receiving “actionable information” from governments, and he hoped they would use any helpful information that it is presented next week.

           We have a transcript of that exchange upstairs.

           **Weapons Inspections

           From Baghdad, the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) sought two more  private interviews today.  In both cases, the Iraqi individuals requested to be interviewed in private showed up with a  person at the agreed hotel and insisted on having the individual with them during an interview.  Consequently, no interviews took place.

           Meanwhile, field inspections continued with UNMOVIC visiting two private distilleries and an infectious disease diagnostics laboratory.

           Teams from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) visited a precision casting facility and conducted a motorized radiation survey in areas south-east of Baghdad.

           Also, air-sampling equipment has been installed by the IAEA and is operating on the roof of the Canal Hotel, the operations base for IAEA inspections in Iraq. This is the initial step in the reinstallation of both fixed and mobile air samplers as part of wide-area environmental monitoring in Iraq.

           **Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General

           We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning developments in Nepal:

           “The Secretary-General warmly welcomes the announcement of a ceasefire yesterday by His Majesty’s

     Government of Nepal and the forces belonging to the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) and the Government’s intention to convene all-party talks.  He is encouraged by these developments which he hopes will facilitate an early start of talks between the two sides and lead to the peaceful resolution of Nepal’s internal conflict.

           “The Secretary-General wishes to reiterate his readiness to provide assistance from the United Nations

     system in sustaining a process of national reconciliation and reform in Nepal”. 

           **Security Council

           The Security Council began its work today with consultations on Burundi, with Assistant Secretary-General Tuliameni Kalomoh briefing on political developments, as well as the military, security and humanitarian situation.

           The Council President is expected to read a press statement on Burundi afterwards.

           Following consultations, the Council has on its agenda four back-to-back formal meetings to adopt resolutions  on children in armed conflict and extensions of the UN peacekeeping missions in Georgia, Lebanon and Western Sahara, whose mandates are scheduled to expire tomorrow.

           **Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General

           On the late side last night, in fact after we put the lid, we issued the following statement that has in it a

     reference to “yesterday”.  So, you should understand that as meaning now the day before yesterday.

           “The Secretary-General was very pleased to learn of the signing yesterday in Kiev of an Agreement between Ukraine and the Russian Federation on the Ukrainian-Russian State Boundary”. He extends his congratulations to H.E. Mr. Vladimir Putin, the President of the Russian Federation, and H.E. Mr. Leonid Kuchma, the President of  Ukraine, on this important development which will enhance the security and stability of both nations.”

           **Afghanistan

           The UN Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) has sent its Senior Human Rights Adviser to the province of Herat to  look into the issue of girls’ education.  There have been reports that the province had banned male teachers teaching female students.

           At a meeting, attended by representatives of the UN and the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission,  the Herat Education Department explained that they were in fact implementing a decree issued by the Ministry of   Education.  The authorities reportedly took action after receiving letters of complaint from the parents of female  students protesting against their daughters being taught by male teachers. 

           According to the Herat Education Department, the measure will not affect the access of girls to education as  there is a sufficient number of female teachers in the province. 

           The UN Mission maintains that though in the Herat district itself female teachers allegedly outnumber male  teachers, the situation might be different in the rural areas where the number of female teachers is smaller, and also in  specialized courses such as English language or computer courses where the number of female teachers is  particularly low.

           The UNAMA and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) will follow up the meeting by approaching the  Ministry of Education about the decree and how it is being implemented, if at all, at the national level and to assess its impact in other parts of Afghanistan.

           UNDP -- Afghanistan

           More news on Afghanistan:  the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the Afghan Ministry of Housing and Development signed an agreement today in Kabul to facilitate planning, management, and implementation of urban  reconstruction projects that have already created employment opportunities for over 30,000 local Afghans in Kabul.

           Additional programmes have benefited 15,000 Afghans in Jalalabad and

     30,000 in Kandahar. 

           The programmes under the agreement are funded by the Government of Japan and the European Commission.

           **Cyprus

           I’m going to follow up on the report of the mysterious white powder that was sent to the offices in Nicosia of   the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser for Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto.  This morning, the UN mission was informed that  more in-depth tests on the powder show that it is harmless and poses no danger to anyone.

           As a result, UN staff are now returning to their offices.  Therefore, the Technical Committee meetings

     scheduled for this afternoon will take place at the Nicosia Conference Centre venue, as usual.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           Out as a Security Council document today is a letter from Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sablière of France  transmitting the agreement on Côte d’Ivoire reached last week at Linas-Marcoussis, France, and conclusions adopted  after the weekend Conference of Heads of State.

           The Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte d'Ivoire, Carolyn McAskie, meanwhile,  continued her visit to the region with a stop in Ghana today.  In Accra, McAskie met with the UN Country Team, Ghanaian authorities and representatives of humanitarian organizations.  She plans to visit Burkina Faso tomorrow and  then go on to Guinea, Liberia and Mali.

           **Peacekeeping

           Two background notes, one on UN peacekeeping operations and the other on political and peace-building support missions are now available at the documents counter and on the UN Web site.  Among other basic facts, the  notes point out  that there are currently 13 peacekeeping operations, with a budget of about   $2.63 billion, and 13  political and peace-building support missions.  Some 89 countries are currently contributing military and civilian police personnel.

           **Press Releases

           We have three press releases to highlight for you today, two from the World Health Organization.  The first is   an update on the Roll Back Malaria programme, which was launched in 1998 by Gro Harlem Brundtland in her first  months as Director-General.  The Roll Back Malaria Secretariat today announced the appointment of its first Executive Secretary, Dr Fatoumata Nafo-Traoré of Mali.

           The second announces the publication of a new document on Mad Cow disease.  The booklet aims at

     providing governments and consumer-protection groups with information on the disease and how to prevent its spread.   The press release includes answers to eight common questions about Mad Cow disease and its human counterpart.

           In our last press release, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) announces a new policy of publishing  highlights from its Food Outlook a week before the full issue is published.  We have copies of the preview of the February issue in my Office and it is available on the FAO Web site.

           **Budget

           On budget contributions, today, Switzerland became the 34th Member State to pay its 2003 regular budget contribution in full with a payment of more than

     $17 million.  This is the first time that Switzerland, which joined the Organization last year, has paid its contribution as a full Member.

           **Press Conferences

           This afternoon, at 3 o’clock, Feride Acar, the Chair of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, and others, will brief you on the work of the Committee’s 28th session, which began on the 13th of  this month and ends tomorrow.

           And a press conference tomorrow at 11 a.m..  The Mission of Jordan will be sponsoring a press conference by  the Coalition for the International Criminal Court on the Assembly of States parties meeting in February and the International Criminal Court judicial elections.

           **UNCA

           And finally, the Correspondents’ Association asked me to announce a meeting today at 1 p.m. in the UNCA Club featuring two members of the US Congress, John Conyers, Jr., and Jimmy McDermott.  And they will be briefing  you following their meeting with the Secretary-General to discuss Iraq and US-UN relations.

           That’s all I have for you.  Any questions before we go to Richard?  Yes?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Fred, two questions on the scheduling of this.  On the meeting on the 5th.  Is there already a time  when it begins, and is there any chance or a danger whatever that it might last till the 6th?  Just for planning purposes,  I mean?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  It will be a morning meeting.  I don’t know if it will be 10 or 10:30.   We’ll try to get that information for you if it’s available.  I’m not sure all the decisions have been made about the format of the meeting at this point.  And I don’t think we can speculate now how long it would take.  I am assuming it would  end on the same day, but I can’t exclude that it would carry over. Yeah?

           Question:  Secondly, with regard to the meeting you have just talked about, Monday, Tuesday and the

     following days on the Criminal Court.  Do you have a more precise schedule for that?  When exactly the elections will take place, is it true it’s supposed to be the first full meeting?  And does it mean on Monday already?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I don’t have those details with me.  But if you check with me in my Office afterwards I’ll get them for you.  [He later said that the election of judges will come up tentatively on Tuesday.]

           Question:  Two things Fred:  one, a detection of a little labour unrest.  It seems that there is group of people down in the -- what do you call it down there? -- conference and distribution and reproduction is now amassed into one department.  Anyway, there was a meeting this morning.  There’s a threat of a job action because there have been some changes and shifts and hours.  But the accusation on the table that’s come to me is that there were changes made without –- their allegation is that, once again, without consultation, or dialogue with the employees?  Has any of  that come before the Secretary-General from that department?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  No.  Are these workers in the printing area?

           Question:  Printing and Distribution.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  No.  It’s the first I’ve heard of it.  I can look into it for you.

           Question:  There was a meeting down there this morning.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I can look into it for you. 

           Question:  Of course, you know I was thrown out of there this morning, so I had to come to you.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Well, you’re not a UN staff member.

           Question:  Well, I have no problem with that.  My second question is:  do you have any knowledge of who in  the UN exercised the Phase One security advisory against Trinidad and Tobago?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Well, we don’t discuss security phases.  But the UN Security

     Coordinator has told us that UN staff in Trinidad and Tobago have been issued a warning relating to criminality in the  country.  So, we’ve been informed that our security concerns for Trinidad and Tobago are not related to anything more  than that.

           Question:  Not terrorism?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Nothing to do with terrorism.  Richard?

           Question:  I just want to get on the record here.  What is the Secretary-General’s response to President Bush  in his State of the Union (address) saying that he’s ready to lead a coalition outside of the UN plus challenging the UN to be more than an empty debating society?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  The inspections that are taking place now I think he feels are being  carried out in a professional manner and should continue until the inspectors can bring to the Security Council a report  of non-cooperation or something else that might trigger Council action.  And so, he favours continuation of the  inspection process.  I have already said he’s looking forward to the briefing next Wednesday by US Secretary of State Colin Powell, and any information that is brought forward that might help the inspections become more focused, he  would welcome.

           Question:  You mentioned the installation of monitoring IAEA equipment.  Has Iraq agreed to let that

     equipment remain indefinitely?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I don’t know about “indefinitely”, but it seems that they have raised no objections to setting up this environmental monitoring system.

           Question:  On Wednesday next, are we going to have the same special passes for the stakeout or regular? 

     This is one.  Secondly, I wonder if your Office could arrange a press conference with Secretary Colin Powell so we can  ask him a few questions, which are very important.  There (the stakeout) we don’t have a chance.  Here (room 226) he  might be able to answer our questions more.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  On your first question, I think it would be a recommendation of my Office that we have a pass system.  I suspect that the press presence here will be at an all-time high next

     Wednesday, and we will have the usual safety concerns, crowd control concerns.  So I suspect we will do what we did  last week, namely, having Conference Room 1 as an overflow room where journalists can watch live via in-house  television the goings on at the stakeout, and the stakeout position might have to be moved again to the centre of the Guernica.  On your second question, we can relay your interest to the US Mission.  But it will be their call, of course, whether the Secretary will give a press conference or just speak at the stakeout as we would expect other Council  members to do.

           Question:  One other question.  Has the Secretary-General made any comment on Sharon’s refusal to speak to or meet with Arafat?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  No.  Richard?

           Question:  I know you made a comment on it yesterday.  But did the Secretary-General’s dinner with the  President of the United States payoff regarding his concentration on AIDS funding and help for AIDS victims in the State of Union address?  Was there any contribution?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  We don’t want to talk about what was discussed at that dinner, which was a private affair.

           Question:  This may be too early, but is Secretary-General Annan meeting with Colin Powell the night before or the morning of his visit here?  Is there anything established yet?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  We don’t have anything set up yet or I haven’t been informed of that.  But we’ll be keeping an eye on that.  We’ll let you know if anything is set up.  Yes?

           Question:  On these same dates and who is here or not, since the dates

     Mr. Blix had originally planned and the meeting in another capital is now coming for obvious reasons.  Can we expect  that he will be here and be present at the meeting?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Yes.  Dr. Blix did say that he had been planning to go to Germany.   And now that Foreign Minister [Joschka] Fischer will be here, he said he will be able to see Mr. Fischer here in the  margins of the meeting on Wednesday.  So, there are two things:  (a) Blix will be here;

     (b) he plans to meet with Fischer in the margins of the meeting.

           Question:  His being here, is he going to participate in the meeting also?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I assume that he would be present.  But again, I don’t think that the  Council has worked out all of the organizational details.  I assume the Secretary-General will be there.  I don’t know  yet whether the Secretary-General intends to speak or whether he would ask the Council President if he might speak.  These are all details that haven’t been worked out.  Richard?

           Question:  As a veteran of this institution, or place that’s often disparaged and you hinted at the press

     interest.  How would you describe the significance in historical terms the visit by Secretary Powell providing  intelligence information before a potential war?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I don’t think it’s appropriate for me to comment on a Council meeting  before it takes place.  The media are on a feeding frenzy on Iraq.  It’s hard for us to get attention for anything else on  our agenda.  So, first and foremost, we’re concerned about maintaining access for you while looking after our security and safety concerns for you because I think the numbers are likely to be unprecedented.  What happens in the Council Chamber, let’s wait and see.  I don’t want to prejudge it.  I don’t think I should.

           Question:  Is there going to be an open meeting?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  That’s my understanding, yes.

           Question:  Do you have any idea if there are negotiations between the Government of Hamid Karzai and the  Hekmatyar because this guy he was against the Taliban.  At this moment, it seems to me that there are some negotiations?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  We’ll check with the desk officer after the briefing and let you know if  there is anything we have on that subject.

           Richard?

           **Briefing by Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           Yesterday, the General Assembly held a day-long meeting to consider the nominees to fill 11 seats for the   permanent judges on the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, but it will have to hold the voting again after it was determined that one of the voting States had not made sufficient dues payments to allow it to vote.

           Earlier in the meeting yesterday morning, the Assembly had taken note that five States had made necessary  payments to reduce their arrears below the amount specified in Article 19 of the Charter.

           Pursuant to that decision, the States concerned participated in the three rounds of balloting.

           President Kavan announced to the Assembly, in part, that in view of this situation “I have extensively

     consulted with the Office of Legal Affairs”, and he “deeply regretted” to inform representatives that the balloting had,  therefore, become invalid.  He went on to say “In view of this highly unfortunate situation, I proposed to the Assembly that the election should commence anew tomorrow, Friday, 31 January, at 10 a.m. to allow delegations to receive instructions from their capitals.”

           So, the voting, again, will take place tomorrow to fill the seat of judges on the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.

           Thank you.

           Question:  Who were the countries?  Has this ever happened before, and how did it happen?

           Spokesman for the Assembly President:  The countries that were announced in the General Assembly were  Antigua and Barbuda, Cape Verde, Mauritania and Kenya.  And I understand that Mauritania had not made the  necessary payments.  Whether this has happened before, I don’t know, and I’ll check that up.

           Question:  How did this happen?

           Spokesman for the Assembly President:  I don’t know.  I’ll check that up.

           Question:  Do you know the sum involved for Mauritania?

           Spokesman for the Assembly President:  I don’t know that.  I can find out.

           Question:  How many of the rules had applied for the election of the judges to the criminal court?  Rwanda had  also applied to the election of the judges of the International Criminal Court.  The interesting question comes up whether this rule of who’s eligible to vote because of having or not having paid the dues.  Does it also apply to the election coming up next week for the International Criminal Court?

           Spokesman for the Assembly President:  I don’t know specifically.  I can find that out.

           Question:  Do you have any update, or speculation if you’d even dare to go beyond that working group in the General Assembly on Security Council reform?  Anything coming out from them at all?

           Spokesman for the Assembly President:  I know that they’re going to start their deliberations soon, and a  series of meetings on that.  But I can’t speculate as to what progress might be made, if any.  I know this is high on the President’s agenda for the coming months, but I can’t speculate on what’s going to come out of that.

           Question:  Is anyone been overly vocal that you know of?  Any nation or Member State that’s really been vociferous about this?

           Spokesman for the Assembly President:  I am not aware of that, no.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *
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* * * *

Iraq: Secretary-General

30 January – With the Security Council planning to hold a meeting next week to discuss the situation in Iraq, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said anticipation was high for the visit of United States Secretary of State Colin Powell.

“I suspect many of the Foreign Ministers are going to come for that meeting,” Mr. Annan told reporters as he entered UN Headquarters in New York. He added that they would discuss Iraq further following the evidence Mr. Powell puts before the Council on 5 February.

“Whether that will change the minds of some members of the Council will depend on the material he puts before them,” he said.

As for evidence, the Secretary-General noted that the UN inspectors have made it clear for some time that they would appreciate receiving “actionable information” from governments. “They have received some and I hope they would also use whatever information that is given next week that will be helpful for their work,” he said.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

30 January – United Nations officials attempted to interview two Iraqis today but the sessions fell through after the individuals insisted on having a witness present, according to a UN spokesman in Baghdad.

Officials from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) sought two more private interviews today, and in both cases, the Iraqi individuals showed up with a person at the agreed hotel and insisted on having the individual with them during an interview. “Consequently, no private interviews took place,” Hiro Ueki said.

Meanwhile, two UNMOVIC biological teams inspected distilleries in the area about 30 kilometres northeast of Baghdad. Both the Al Tharthar Distillery and the Al Awaaly Distillery are privately owned facilities, which produce Arak, gin and whiskey. A third biological team inspected an infectious diseases diagnostic laboratory located in the Central Public Health laboratories building in central Baghdad.

In Basra, an UNMOVIC chemical team went by helicopter to inspect the State Company for Petrochemicals Industry, which is primarily involved in the production of chlorine and polymers.

As for the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), one team performed an inspection at the 17th April Facility in Baghdad, which produces precision castings for industrial purposes, while a second performed a motorized radiation survey in areas southeast of Baghdad.

In other news, air sampling equipment has been installed by the IAEA and is operating on the roof of the Canal Hotel, the operations base for the Agency’s inspections in Iraq. “This is the initial step in the re-installation of both fixed and mobile air samplers as part of wide-area environmental monitoring in Iraq,” Mr. Ueki noted.

* * *

Children

30 January – Emphasizing the responsibilities of States to end impunity and prosecute those responsible for egregious crimes perpetrated against children, the United Nations Security Council this morning called on all parties to armed conflict who are recruiting or using children in violation of their international obligations to halt such practices immediately.

Unanimously adopting a new resolution, the Council reiterated its commitment to address the widespread impact of conflict on children in support of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s call for “an era of application” of international norms and standards for the protection of war-affected children. 

Today’s action follows the Council’s 14 January public debate on the issue prompted by the Secretary-General’s groundbreaking report, which listed 23 parties to conflicts on the Council’s agenda – including both governments and insurgents – that continue to recruit or use child soldiers. The report focused on situations in Afghanistan, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia and Somalia, but also highlighted other hot spots not on the Council’s agenda where demobilization and reintegration programmes for child combatants were under way. 

By further terms of the resolution, the Council called on the parties identified in that list to provide information on steps they have taken to halt their recruitment or use of children in armed conflict to the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, Olara Otunnu.

The Council also requested the Secretary-General to submit a report by 31 October on the implementation of this resolution and of resolution 1379, which would include, among other things, progress made by the parties listed in the Annex of his report in ending the recruitment or use of children in armed conflict and an assessment of violations of rights and abuses of such children. 

In addition, the Council asked Mr. Annan to ensure that in all his reports to the Council on country-specific situations, the protection of children in armed conflict is included as a specific aspect of the report.  

The Council also noted with concern all the cases of sexual exploitation and abuse of women and children, especially girls, in humanitarian crisis, including those cases involving humanitarian workers and peacekeepers.  In that regard, it requested contributing countries to incorporate the Six Core Principles of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee on Emergencies into pertinent codes of conduct for peacekeeping personnel and to develop appropriate disciplinary and accountability mechanisms.

* * *

Nepal

30 January – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today warmly welcomed the announcement of a ceasefire yesterday by the Government of Nepal and the forces belonging to the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist), as well as the Government’s intention to convene all-party talks.

The Secretary-General “is encouraged by these developments, which he hopes will facilitate an early start of talks between the two sides and lead to the peaceful resolution of Nepal’s internal conflict,” a statement issued by a UN spokesman said.

The statement also reiterated the Secretary-General’s readiness to provide assistance from the UN system in sustaining a process of national reconciliation and reform in Nepal.

* * *

Interpersonal violence

30 January – To help local communities and national governments searching for solutions to prevent everyday violence, the United Nations has pulled together the unique expertise of its lead agencies in a practical, groundbreaking resource guide issued today.

The “Guide to United Nations Resources and Activities for the Prevention of Interpersonal Violence” aims to provide some relief to violence-prevention partners at a time when terrorist attacks and war are getting the lion share of media attention – and resources – while equally significant issues such as youth violence, child and elderly abuse, intimate partner violence, sexual violence and suicides barely register in the public awareness.

“Despite its prevalence, interpersonal violence is largely hidden from media attention, perhaps because much of it takes place in the home and other personal spaces, such as schools and workplaces,” said Dr. Etienne Krug, Director of the UN World Health Organization’s (WHO) Department of Violence and Injuries Prevention (VIP).
The new Guide provides activity profiles and lists the resources of some 14 UN agencies working to prevent interpersonal violence through their specific areas of expertise. It describes the programmes, publications, and databases that make these resources more readily available to prevention partners worldwide. The Guide also highlights the areas of potential synergies; to open crucial lines of communication, the publication provides contact focal points within each agency.

Echoing the 2000 Millennium Declaration’s affirmation that men, women and children have the right to live free from violence and fear, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan says the roots of violence are complex and no single segment of society can address them in isolation. “[Violence] knows no boundaries of geography race, age or income,” he says in the publication’s foreword. “It strikes children, young people and the elderly, finding its way into the homes schools and workplaces.”

The Guide stresses that active collaboration will be the key to the UN’s success in this endeavour. While UN agencies are actively engaged in efforts to prevent interpersonal violence, what is lacking in guiding their work is a common strategy and set of messages about the causes and consequences of everyday violence and ways to prevent it. Collaboration should be inclusive, involving not only UN entities but also governments, non-governmental organizations and survivors.

 
“The United Nations has an enormous amount to offer in terms of knowledge, skills and experience in violence prevention,” Dr. Krug said. “The elaboration of the Guide has already resulted in stronger dialogue across United Nations agencies on this topic and will no doubt facilitate increased collaboration on violence prevention in the years to come.”

Developed as a follow-up to the 2001 meeting on UN Cooperation for the Prevention of Interpersonal Violence, the current guide builds on World Health Organization’s (WHO) World Report on Violence and Health, the first comprehensive UN study to address death and disability caused by violent acts. That report focused not only on the scale of the problem, but also covered issues related to the causes of violence and the methods for preventing the problem and reducing its adverse health and social consequences.

* * *

Burundi

30 January – Members of the United Nations Security Council today welcomed the recent moves in Burundi by the Government and rebel leaders towards settling the nation’s ongoing conflict.

The current President of the Council, Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, said in a statement to the press that members welcomed the signing on 25 and 27 January of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Transitional Government and the CNDD/FDD (Alain Mugabarabona) and the PALIPEHUTU/FNL (Jean Bosco Ndayikengurukiye) and the Joint Declaration of Agreement with CNDD-FDD (Nkurunziza).

They also hailed the decision of Jean-Bosco Ndayikengurukiye and Alain Mugabarabona to return to Burundi on 10 February and to start cantonment of their troops in mid-February, Ambassador de La Sablière added.

Council members “encouraged the parties to respect fully all the commitments they have undertaken and underscored the importance for all parties to fulfil their obligations regarding the transition scheduled for next May,” the statement said. “In this regard, they urged the parties to the Joint Declaration to refrain from military actions, stop recruitment of fighters and to continue negotiations.”

Members also urged the leaders of the belligerent parties to reach an understanding on major outstanding issues for implementing the ceasefire agreements, according to the Council President, who noted that the 15-nationa body demanded PALIPEHUTU-FNL (Agathon Rwasa) to immediately cease hostilities and join the peace process with a view to negotiating a ceasefire agreement without further delay.

The statement said Council members urged the leaders of the signatory parties to take urgent steps towards reform of the security sector and to provide the information necessary to determine modalities for a process of Demobilization, Disarmament and Reintegration.

The Council members also called on all Burundian parties who are recruiting or using child soldiers in violation of their international obligations to immediately halt such actions.

According to Ambassador de La Sablière, Council members reiterated support for the Regional Initiative, South African Facilitation and the African Union (AU), and commended the AU’s Central Organ for its endorsements of deployment of a team of observers immediately followed by the African Mission. They called on the international donor community to provide the necessary resources and expressed appreciation to countries that have announced their readiness to send observers and to contribute troops to the operation.

* * *

Georgia

30 January – Strongly supporting continuing efforts to promote the achievement of a comprehensive political settlement to the status of Abkhazia, the Security Council today unanimously extended the mandate of the United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) for an additional six months, until 31 July.

The Council also decided to further review the mandate of the Mission unless a decision on the presence of the Collective Peacekeeping Forces of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) peacekeeping force is taken by 15 February.

In the text, the Council reiterated its support for the document on “Basic Principles for the Distribution of Competences between Tbilisi and Sukhumi.” At the same time, the 15-nation body regretted the lack of progress on the initiation of political status negotiations and deeply regretted the repeated refusal of the Abkhaz side to agree to a discussion on the substance of the document. It again strongly urged the Abkhaz side to receive the document and its transmittal letter, and urged both parties to give them full and open consideration.

Stressing that the continued lack of progress on key issues of a comprehensive settlement of the conflict was unacceptable, the Council strongly urged the parties to ensure the necessary revitalization of the peace process in all its major aspects, including considering holding a fourth conference on confidence-building measures.

In addition, the Council welcomed the additional safeguards for helicopter flights instituted in response to the shooting down of a UNOMIG helicopter on 8 October 2001, and called on the parties again to take all necessary steps to identify those responsible for the incident and to bring them to justice.

* * *

Lebanon

30 January – The Security Council today extended the mandate of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) for another six months, until 31 July.

In unanimously adopting resolution 1461, the Council condemned all acts of violence, expressed great concern about the serious breaches and the air, sea and land violations of the withdrawal line, and urged the parties to put an end to those violations and abide scrupulously by their obligation to respect the safety of UNIFIL and other UN personnel.

The resolution also reiterated the Council’s call on the parties to continue to fulfil the commitments they have given to respect fully the withdrawal line identified by the United Nations. The text supported the continued efforts of UNIFIL to maintain the ceasefire along the withdrawal line through mobile patrols and observations from fixed positions and through close contacts with the parties to correct violations, resolve incidents and prevent their escalation.

The Council also commended the Lebanese Government for taking steps to ensure the return of its effective authority throughout the south, including the deployment of Lebanese armed forces. It called on the Government to continue these measures and to do its utmost to ensure a calm environment throughout the south.

* * *

Western Sahara

30 January – In a bid to give the parties time to consider Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s proposal for a political solution to the situation in Western Sahara, the Security Council today extended by two months the mandate of the United Nations mission responsible for organizing a referendum for the territory.

The Council unanimously approved a resolution containing the technical rollover of the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) to enable the parties to consider the proposal presented to them earlier this month by the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy, James Baker III. The proposal provides for self-determination, as requested by the Council in resolution 1429.

Morocco and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de Oro (POLISARIO Front) have contested the Territory since Spain relinquished control in 1974. MINURSO was established in 1991 to oversee the holding of a referendum in which the people of Western Sahara would choose between independence and integration with Morocco, as part of the UN Settlement Plan.

* * *

Russian Federation/Ukraine

30 January – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, has welcomed an agreement between the Russian Federation and Ukraine on the two countries’ border.

A statement issued late yesterday by his spokesman said the Secretary-General “was very pleased” to learn of the signing on Tuesday in Kiev of an “Agreement between Ukraine and the Russian Federation on the Ukrainian-Russian State Boundary.”

The Secretary-General congratulated Presidents Vladimir Putin of the Russian Federation and Leonid Kuchma of Ukraine “on this important development, which will enhance the security and stability of both nations,” the statement said.
* * *

Afghanistan 

30 January – Following reports that male teachers have been banned from teaching girls in Afghanistan’s Herat Province, the United Nations mission has sent a senior human rights adviser to that community to look into the issue of girls’ education.

A spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said today that at a meeting which included representatives of the UN and the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission, the Herat Education Department explained that the decree had in fact come from the Ministry of Education. 

 “The authorities reportedly took action after receiving letters of complaint from the parents of female students protesting against their daughters being taught by male teachers,” Manoel de Almeida e Silva said. The problem had emerged particularly in the so-called winter courses for girls – the private courses attended by girls to make up for lost school years. 

The Herat Education Department explained that the measure would not affect the access of girls to education, since there is a sufficient number of female teachers in the province. And while a UN Children’s Fund (UNIICEF) rapid assessment generally supports that, Mr. de Almeida e Silva noted that “[girls’ education] might be affected in the rural areas where the number of female teachers is smaller, or in specialized courses such as English language or computer courses where the number of female teachers is particularly low.”

The UNAMA rights adviser and UNICEF will follow up the meeting with the Ministry of Education, discussing how the decree is being implemented, if at all, at national level and to assess its impact in other parts of Afghanistan, the spokesman added.

In other news from Afghanistan, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the Ministry of Housing and Development signed an agreement today in Kabul to facilitate planning, management, and implementation of urban reconstruction projects. Similar projects have already created employment opportunities for over 30,000 local Afghans in Kabul. Other programmes have benefited 15,000 Afghans in Jalalabad and 30,000 in Kandahar. The programmes under the agreement are funded by the Government of Japan and the European Commission.   

* * *

Cyprus

30 January – In-depth tests of the unknown substance found on a piece of mail received at the United Nations office in Cyprus show that it is harmless and poses no danger, the UN mission in the country was informed today.
Yesterday, the office of Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, received a piece of mail from overseas containing a suspicious white powder.

The discovery forced the scheduled meeting between the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, and Greek Cypriot leader, Glafcos Clerides, to be moved from the UN protected area in Nicosia to Ledra Palace, another UN building in the buffer zone between north and south Nicosia.

UN staff were able to return to their offices today, and the scheduled technical committee meetings will take place at the Nicosia Conference Centre venue as usual.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire 

30 January – As a United Nations humanitarian envoy wrapped up her visit to Côte d’Ivoire, she continued her assessment of the crisis’s regional impact with a stop in Ghana today.

Carolyn McAskie, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire travelled to Accra, Ghana, where she met with Ghanaian authorities, including the Vice-President, Minster for Foreign Affairs, representatives of the UN country team and representatives of humanitarian organizations.

Ms. McAskie discussed with them the extent of the impact of the Côte d’Ivoire crisis on Ghana, the ongoing measures to address the humanitarian situation, and emergency preparedness measures currently in place, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). From Ghana, Ms. McAskie plans to visit Burkina Faso tomorrow and then travel to Guinea, Liberia and Mali.

Prior to leaving Côte d’Ivoire, Ms. McAskie discussed with President Laurent Gbagbo the destruction of shantytowns by Ivoirian security forces, and visited this past weekend the “Washington” community, where she heard eyewitness accounts of brutality there.

According to OCHA, residents of Washington later reported that on Tuesday night, their community was again visited by armed men in uniform who accused them of speaking to the press, set fire to nine homes, brutalized residents and detained seven young men.

A similar incident occurred on Monday night in “Abdoulaye Diallo,” another shantytown, where 50 homes were burned, OCHA reported. The agency has called on local and national authorities as well as all security forces in Abidjan to respect national and international laws, particularly those that apply to the protection of civilians in armed conflict.

* * *

Malaria

30 January – A United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) initiative to halve the global burden of malaria by 2010 announced today a new leadership strategy that aims to provide more effective support for endemic countries’ efforts to tackle the deadly disease.

The Roll Back Malaria (RBM) programme – launched in 1998 by Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland shortly after taking over as WHO Director-General – appointed Dr. Fatoumata Nafo-Traoré, a former Minister of Health of Mali, as its first Executive Secretary.

WHO said Dr. Nafo-Traoré’s extensive experience with the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and coalitions such as the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI) ensures a greater focus on country-level support in the plans and activities of the RMB Partnership Board. For the first time partners are developing joint work-plans and creating combined country support teams to intensify action.

In a further sign that the Partnership is reinvigorating its efforts, the RBM Secretariat is identifying new sources of finance and methods to increase efficient use of available funds earmarked for malaria control at the country level. The Secretariat is also establishing systems that will enable more effective monitoring of the activities and impact of the Partnership.

According to WHO, malaria causes at least 3,000 deaths a day, over 90 per cent of which are in Africa south of the Sahara and most of which are in young children. Malaria, a major cause of poverty, slows economic growth by as much as 1.3 per cent per year in endemic countries.

* *** *
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