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ENVIRONMENT:Voyage to the Fragile Beauty of Antarctica
Julio Godoy* 

PARIS, Jan 29 (Tierramérica) - ''They are some of the most beautiful images I have seen in my life,'' says Sebastiao Salgado, renowned Brazilian photographer, about the natural landscapes he captured on film during the first days aboard the French scientific research sailboat ''Tara'' as it travels through Antarctic waters. 

''We have been very fortunate because the weather has been magnificent'' for photographing the wonders of Cape Horn, at the far southern tip of South America, the Drake Passage, connecting the Atlantic and Pacific Islands, and the South Shetland, Arturo Pratt and Hope islands, Salgado told Tierramérica in a telephone interview via satellite from the ''Tara''. 

The two-masted ship set sail Jan. 5 from Chile's Port Williams, some 2,400 km south of Santiago, and its journey is serving as part of the project Genesis, which Salgado launched in 2004 with the backing of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). 

The aim of Genesis is to photograph, over a period of eight years, ''the pure and virginal face and nature and of humanity,'' summarised the photographer. 

The project has four chapters, and the first, ''Creation'', seeks to record the remnants of the natural pristine state of isolated areas, with a focus on ''air, water and fire, which gave life.'' 

This phase is already under way, begun last year in Ecuador's Galápagos Islands, the jungles of Virungas in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Argentina's Peninsula Valdez, 1,000 km south of Buenos Aires, a breeding ground that draws thousands of whales every September. 

The subsequent chapters will be ”Noah's Ark”, about animal species that have resisted domestication; ''The First Men”, about remote tribes who maintain their ancestral ways of life; and finally, ''The First Civilisations”, about the oldest remnants of human settlements. 

''The purpose of our project is to educate and to protect the environment. We want simultaneously to document the beauty and the fragility of our planet,'' explained Salgado, who plans to wrap up this effort in 2011 with the publication of a book and an international travelling exhibit of his photographic work. 

The ''Tara'' has two masts that stand 27 metres tall, and the vessel itself is 26 metres long and 10 metres wide. The sails are more than 400 square metres. The hull is reinforced with aluminium to protect the boat as it sails amongst icebergs. 

Fifteen years ago the vessel carried environmental teams. With the name ''Seamaster'', it served the legendary New Zealand seaman Peter Blake, special U.N. representative, who was murdered by pirates in December 2001 during an expedition in the Amazon. After Blake's death, it was acquired by Frenchman Etienne Bourgois, who re-baptized the boat ''Tara'' and is serving as the current expedition's coordinator. 

Thus the story comes full circle. Before the boat was sailed by Blake, it was owned by another French ecologist, Jean-Louis Etienne, veteran of scientific expeditions to Antarctica and the Arctic Ocean. And some of the people who took part in those endeavours are now serving as the Tara's crew. 

Etienne Bourgois told Tierramérica that this voyage with Salgado is also preparation for another expedition to the Arctic, slated for two years beginning in late 2006, to study the effects of climate change on the glaciers of the far north. The project has been dubbed ''Arctic Drift'' and also commemorates the International Polar Year 2007. 

But on the current expedition in Antarctica, ''we still must resolve some technical problems. For example, improve efficiency in the use of fuel and heating to withstand temperatures that are dozens of degrees below zero,'' he explained. 

Accompanying Bourgois and Salgado are several scientists, who are taking advantage of this adventurous opportunity to classify the Antarctic's marine plants and animals. One of these experts is marine biologist Laurent Ballesta, who dove into the icy waters of the Drake Passage. 

''At around 30 meters deep, the swale is still,'' wrote Ballesta in the Tara Logbook on Jan. 5. 

''You realise how the wildlife, fauna and flora, adapt itself to survive in these moving waters. The kelp is attached to the rocks by a trunk even bigger than the leaves themselves,'' he wrote. 

The Tara made a stop in the Diego Ramírez archipelago, home to penguins, pelicans, albatross and the remarkable rockhopper penguin (Eudyptes chrysocome). 

Over the next few weeks the scientific vessel will carry the research team to the Argentine Islands, the former Chilean base Videla, now overtaken by gentoo penguins (Pygoscelis papua) and chinstrap penguins (Pygoscelis antarctica). (See infograph) 

Also inhabiting the area are whales and seals, especially the Weddell seal (Leptonychotes weddellii), which can dive to depths of 600 metres and survive below water for more than an hour. 

The ship will then head to the Weddell Sea of the Antarctic, reaching Deception Island, where the Chilean research station was destroyed by a volcanic eruption in 1967. 

(* Julio Godoy is an IPS correspondent. Originally published Jan. 22 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.)
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FEATURE-Kenyan slum project nurtures children's sporting dreams

Mon Jan 31, 2005 01:00 AM GMT

By Isa Omok

NAIROBI, Jan 31 (Reuters) - The idea of securing a future through education never occurred to 13-year-old Francis Isiakho.

His daily routine in Laini Saba, the filthiest part of Nairobi's sprawling Kibera slum, involved lazing around and occasionally smoking or smelling glue.

His impoverished parents were spared the burden of paying school fees when the NARC Government came to power in December 2002 but still there were books, stationery and uniform to buy.

Gradually, Isiakho's attendance at the Raila Educational Centre within the slums became inconsistent.

But thanks to Isiakho's sporting talent, he was spotted doing what he liked most -- beside partaking of the myriad vices that preoccupy most boys in the slums -- playing soccer in the dusty grounds.

Now the teenager is one of the star pupils under the wing of the Sadili Oval Sports Club which is providing a haven for many Nairobi youngsters.

Built on land reclaimed from a sewage-filled swamp nine years ago by a former Kenya national tennis player Elizabeth Odera and her architect husband James Odera, Sadili has a clay tennis court, basketball court, swimming pool and soccer and rugby pitches.

ROLE MODELS

It has been chosen by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) as the first centre in Africa to run training camps aimed at boosting environmental and cultural awareness among children.

UNEP's Nature and Sports Camps give 6,400 children in communities in Lang'ata and the adjoining Kibera slums in Nairobi, low-income Manyatta in Kisumu and Mbaraki in Mombasa an opportunity to aspire, get training and become environmentally conscious as well as act as role models for other children in their communities.

The centre caters for all Isiakho's educational needs while shaping his soccer and tennis ambitions.

"We seek to recognise the outstanding quality of children by providing education opportunities for some of the children in camps. The camps provide sport training in soccer, tennis and basketball for the children and involve them in weekly environmental projects including community clean-ups, recycling and tree planting," said Odera.

Sadili also taught its youngsters awareness about AIDS and drugs, Odera said.

The centre recently hosted International Olympic Committee (IOC) President Jacques Rogge who spent a few hours going around the facility and challenging the students in tennis, soccer and basketball, much to the amusement of the crowd.

MOVING PLEA

"What is going on here fits very well with the IOC's global humanitarian activities as we stress giving back to the community besides developing sporting talent," Rogge said after listening to an emotional presentation by Isiakho.

Moved by Isiakho's plea for fast intervention in the slums, Kenya's former Olympic champion runner Kipchoge Keino, who chairs the National Olympic Committee of Kenya and sits on the IOC, immediately pledged to assist two boys, including Isiakho, throughout their secondary school education.

Isiakho pleaded with the audience to organise activities that could improve life in the slums and create a better future for his contemporaries.

"We want to become leaders of tomorrow but poverty in the slums wouldn't allow this," he said.

"We want to become professional soccer and tennis players yet the priority in the slums to eke out a living by hook and crook would not allow this to happen. This is the time to help the children of Kibera.

"We have been promised scholarships but they are hard to come by. There is no equipment, no money to afford the educational paraphernalia. If you can give a quarter of what you have, it will be enough to make us have a better tomorrow," the boy said.

© Reuters 2005. All Rights Reserved.
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Sustainable transportation imperative to achieve MDGs: Toepfer 

ABU DHABI, 30 Jan, 05 (WAM) - Dr. Klaus Toepfer, United Nations Under Secretary General and Executive Director of UNEP today urged countries across the world to phase out leaded petrol and initiate measures for efficient and sustainable transportation as this was imperative to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, MDGs.. 

Dr. Toepfer, who addressed delegates at the inaugural session of the Environment 2005 Exhibition and Conference at the Abu Dhabi International Exhibition Centre stressed that the year 2005 will be one of the most important for civilised nations. 

A summit to discuss the reform agenda initiated by the UN to achieve the MDGs will be held in New York, where various goals will be reviewed.

True progress on this front requires that developing countries have efficient and sustainable transportation to ensure true economic development and compete equitably with developed nations in international commerce, he said.. 

Dr Toepfer emphasised the need for countries to phase out leaded petrol due to its harmful effects, particularly on children and in view of the fact that the number of vehicles on the road in all parts of the world is expected to rise signficantly in the coming years.

Efforts should be made by energy producing countries to produce more efficient and clean fuel, he added.. 

He said that future efforts should be directed towards energy sources that are more efficient and reduce dangerous emissions.

Developing countries should also find ways to reduce problems of mobility in the highly populated cities and ensure reliable transportation for their citizens.. 

Dr. Toepfer also referred to UNEP's partnership in the Abu Dhabi Environment Initiative , stating that the project signalled that environment was high on the agenda of the UAE.. 

Ambassador Anwarul K.

Chowdhury, UN Under Secretary General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries and Small Island Developing States in his speech, pointed out that availability of efficient transport was one of the trade engines of economic growth in developing nations.. 

Shortage of transport and logistical services negatively impacted development in these countries.. 

Developing countries spent double the funds on transportation compared with developed states, putting them at a disadvantage in world trade, he said.

In fact, high transportation costs placed more significant barriers on progress in developing nations that tariffs, he said.. 

Sustainable transportation should be viewed in a holistic manner covering social, health and environment considerations, Dr. Chowdhury said.. 

Among issues that require attention were road safety, transmission of HIV/Aids virus due to truck drivers moving across international borders, and climate change caused by air pollution due to vehicle emissions.

Road safety in particular needed focussed attention as UN studies had showed that nearly 1.2 million people die of road accidents every year and millions more sustain injuries, he said.

The costs of these accidents account for nearly 2 per cent of the GNP of developing countries, he pointed out.. 

He also referred to the need to address the problems of the 31 landlocked countries who are members of the UN, particularly the poor countries in Africa.

He also urged corporates and banking and insurance sectors to encourage environmentally sound technologies.. 

W.

Adrian Loader, Director, Strategic Planning Sustainable Development and External Affiars, Shell International, said that countries had to work on reducing emissions and improving fuel efficiency as by the year 2030, there will be as many light vehicles on the road in developing countries as in the developed states.

The EU, he said is working on reducing emissions by 2010 to less than 80 per cent of its levels in 1990, but it would be a long time before developing countries reached that level.. 

He called for a global transformation as there would be a three-fold increase in energy needs and three times more vehicles on the roads in a few years.

He stressed the need to study other fuel efficient energy sources and said that Shell was carrying out some projects in this field.. 

It was also assisting some developing countries integrate urban tranport systems for more efficient services.. 

Margaret Wolf, Vice Minister and Parliamentary State Secretary, Germany, lauded the environment initiatives of the UAE.

In view of the similarity between Germany and the UAE in the field of energy sources, she called for greater bi-lateral dialogue between environment authorities in both the countries.. 

LOAD-DATE: January 31, 2005
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338 exhibitors from 41 countries to participate in ENVIRONMENT 2005
338 exhibitors from 41 countries are taking part in the ENVIRONMENT 2005 – the 3rd Exhibition and Conference which will be held under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates, between 30th January and 2nd February, 2005. 
ENVIRONMENT 2005 is organised by the General Exhibitions Corporation (GEC) and Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA). The international organising partner for ENVIRONMENT 2005 is Messe IMAG. Running in parallel with the exhibition, a scientific conference is also taking place under the theme 'Sustainable Transportation in Developing Countries'. 

Addressing the media at the pre-show press conference for ENVIRONMENT 2005, Mr. Ahmad Humaid Al Mazrouie, Director General of General Exhibitions Corporation, said, 'ENVIRONMENT 2005 has emerged as the most important exhibition and conference on environment in the entire Middle East-North Africa and Sub-continental region and built effectively on the success of the two previous editions held in 2001 and 2003'. 

'The event provides the ideal platform to exchange experiences and information as well as to exhibit related best practices of the public/private sectors. In addition it gives exhibitors the opportunity of meeting influential officials from governments, municipalities, transport and health authorities, water and electricity agencies, Public Works departments, environmental institutions, academic associations and companies from developed and developing countries', Mr. Al Mazrouie added. 

Revealing details of the participation at the event Mr. Al Mazrouie said, '338 exhibitors, from 41 countries will be taking part this year, with official pavilions from France, Germany, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, the US, India and Iran. The exhibition covers a net area of over 5,000 square metres, which signifies an increase of over 49% compared to the last edition in 2003. We are also expecting a substantial jump in the number of visitors to over 12,000'. 

The Minister of Transport, Public Works and Water Management of the Netherlands will lead a 50-strong business delegation from the Netherlands. 3 delegations from Germany will be attending led by the German Minister for Environment. Besides the above, over 25 ministers and delegations from several countries in the region, will also be participating. 

Acknowledging the role of the leadership of the UAE in the growth of the event, Mr. Al Mazrouie said that the unstinted support the event has received from the leadership of the UAE has been instrumental in its success. 

Mr. Majid Al-Mansouri, Secretary General of ERWDA said that a ministerial meeting which will be organised on February 2nd, 2005, will see the discussion of a declaration entitled 'Abu Dhabi Declaration to Promote Sustainable Transportation in Developing Countries'. 'Ministers from countries that have taken a pioneering role in sustainable transportation from around the world will be attending, as well as ministers from the Gulf Cooperation Council countries'. 

'Around 2,000 participants are expected to attend the Conference on Sustainable Transportation in Developing Countries this year and we anticipate that it will be very beneficial and a great forum to facilitate the exchange of ideas in this field. It is also a great opportunity to learn from the experiences of others as 83 speakers will be presenting'. 

ADNOC and its Group of Companies is the main sponsor for ENVIRONMENT 2005. The co-sponsors for the event are Abu Dhabi Water & Electricity Authority, Union Water & Electricity Company, the UAE Offsets Group, BP, Shell, Total and the National Bank of Abu Dhabi. Other special-event sponsors include ADNOC Distribution, Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank, Marafiq and JODCO-Impex. Water & Wastewater International is the official publication for the event and Etihad Airways is the official Airline of ENVIRONMENT 2005. 

The event has also received active support from the Federal Environment Agency, all the Municipalities in the UAE, Water & Electricity Authorities, the Ministry of Civil Defence, the UAE University and the United Nations Environment Programme, besides many other local and international institutions.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Opinion

How the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change deals with economists

By David Henderson - posted Monday, January 31, 2005 


The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is a joint subsidiary of two international agencies, the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). It was created by the member governments of these two agencies in 1988. Since then it has produced three full-scale Assessment Reports, issued respectively in 1990, 1995 and 2001. Work is now in progress on the Fourth Assessment Report (AR4), which is due in 2007.

The Panel operates through three Working Groups. WGI is concerned with scientific aspects of climate change, WGII with the prospective impacts of such change and ways of adapting to it, and WGIII with mitigation of the impacts. Each of the Groups produced its own report as part of the Third Assessment Report. Alongside them was the Special Report on Emissions Scenarios (SRES), prepared for WGIII, which provided in particular a range of projections of greenhouse gas emissions, covering the period from 1990 to 2100. Between them these four reports make up some 3,300 pages of text. Their preparation involved a small army of participants - authors, contributors, reviewers, and commentators - with delegates from member governments closely involved in the final stages of revision. Collectively, these participants make up what may be termed the IPCC milieu.

An economic dimension

In an official document headed “Principles governing IPCC work”, which can be viewed on its website, the role of the Panel is specified as being:

… to assess on a comprehensive, objective, open and transparent basis the scientific, technical and socio-economic information relevant to understanding the scientific basis of risk of human-induced climate change, its potential impact and options for adaptation and mitigation. Thus the responsibilities of the IPCC include that of advising and informing its member governments on the economic factors that may bear on “human-induced climate change”.

The economic aspects are sometimes viewed as incidental or peripheral. For example, in a recent exchange in the House of Lords (July 15, 2004) Lord Whitty, replying for the government to a question put by the former Chancellor of the Exchequer, Nigel Lawson (now Lord Lawson of Blaby), said:

… the scientific basis for, and the physical effects of, climate change are virtually unchallenged by any serious scientists. The economic calculations are subject to some degree of dispute. I am happy to urge people to engage in discussing these questions, but they do not undermine or threaten the basic conclusion that, unless we do something, this world will get dangerously warmer.

This is a misleading statement. For one thing, economic considerations, and criteria, are relevant to deciding what form the “something” that “we do” should take. For another, projections of global warming are based on projected atmospheric concentrations of CO2, which in turn are based on the projections of CO2 and related emissions which emerge from the SRES, And the emissions figures themselves are linked to SRES projections of world output, world energy use, and the carbon-intensity of energy sources. In these latter projections economic factors are central. True, they act in conjunction with demographic and technical factors, but these are themselves subject to economic influences. If and in so far as the treatment of these latter influences is open to question, the basis for IPCC projections of global average temperature changes cannot be taken as assured.

Given its unavoidably close involvement with economic issues, it is worth inquiring how and through what mechanisms the IPCC has chosen to deal with them. What is the role of economics and economists in the production of IPCC reports? Is there scope for improvement here? For me, recent personal experience has thrown some light on these questions.

A critique and its reception

Over the past two and a half years or so, I and a co-author - Ian Castles, formerly Head of the Australian Bureau of Statistics - have put forward a joint critique of economic aspects of the work of the IPCC. While our main single target has been the SRES, our concerns extend to the IPCC process and milieu as a whole, including the panel’s sponsoring departments and agencies. Moreover, we have gone beyond criticism, by putting forward proposals for action.

The main heads of our critique of the SRES can be summarised as follows: 

    * For the base year of 1990 it compares real GDP across countries on the basis of market exchange rates (MERs), rather than purchasing power parity (PPP) converters. These comparisons greatly overstate the differences in GDP per head between developing regions and OECD member countries. 

    * It gives a misleading account of the factors that bear on the choice between MERs and PPPs, and of the implications of such a choice.

    * It builds in, for reasons that are open to question, rapid convergence in GDP per head between developing regions and OECD member countries. By thus assuming the substantial closure of a greatly overstated initial gap, it arrives at projections of output and GDP per head for developing regions which are higher than they would have been if the 1990 starting point had been correct, and high by comparison with other projections.

    * As a result, total projected world GDP is pushed up; and this in turn is reflected in higher projected emissions. Hence even the scenarios which show the lowest cumulative emissions over the present century do not in fact represent lower limits. The SRES projections do not, as is claimed for them, adequately encompass the full range of uncertainties about the future.

Our critique thus covers not only the results of the exercise, in the form of specific projections of emissions, but also the approach, the analytical basis of parts of the report.

Our arguments have been strongly contested by authors who were involved with the SRES. Interested readers are referred to a series of articles that has appeared in recent issues of the journal Energy and Environment: the first four of these - two on each side - comprise the exchanges between us and the SRES authors, and three further articles have since appeared. Those who would prefer to invest considerably less time can be recommended, first, to two articles from the Economics Focus page of The Economist (February 15 and November 8, 2003), which weigh in on our side, and second, to an official press release issued by the IPCC in December 2003 and now posted, in a somewhat less impolite form than the original version, on the panel’s website. This latter document is concerned to expose our critique as baseless. Among other things, it states, “In recent months some disinformation has been spread questioning the scenarios used by the IPCC” and refers to Castles and me as “so called ‘two independent commentators’”.

Along with our critique, our suggestions for change have been rejected by the panel. The main proposals that we have made are three: 

    * That the SRES, because it is open to serious criticisms, should not be taken as the basis and starting point of AR4: an alternative and firmer basis should be sought, through less elaborate and more short-cut procedures than those of the SRES;

    * that in assessing possible future developments in the world economy, and ways of projecting them, the involvement of economic historians and historically-minded economists should now be ensured – for the first time; and 

    * that more generally, and going well beyond scenario-building, the IPCC process should be broadened, in particular through the active involvement, first, of national statistical offices in member countries, and second, of ministries of finance and economics. 

As to the first of the above suggestions, the IPCC has determined that “the SRES scenarios provide a credible and sound set of projections, appropriate for use in the AR4”. As to the other two, the Panel and its member governments appear as fully content with the present established procedures and arrangements for participation. The opening paragraph of the press release referred to above says of the IPCC:

It mobilises the best experts from all over the world, who work diligently on bringing out the various reports… The Third Assessment Review of the IPCC was released in 2001 through the collective efforts of around 2000 experts from a diverse range of countries and disciplines. All of IPCC’s reports go through a careful two stage review process by governments and experts and acceptance by the member governments composing the Panel.

Overstated claims

In relation to economic aspects, there is good reason to question the claims to authority and representative status that the IPCC makes on its behalf. Those of us who are sceptics do not question the numbers of those involved, their diligence, or the existence and observance of formal review processes. But we think that when it comes to the treatment of leading economic issues, the milieu is neither fully competent nor adequately representative. We also hold that building in peer review is no safeguard against dubious assumptions, arguments and conclusions if the peers are all drawn from the same restricted professional environment.

A leading illustration of our case (it is not the only one) is the issue of MERs versus PPPs. Here the internationally agreed System of National Accounts (SNA), which dates from 1993, gives unambiguous guidance. In its opening chapter, it specifies (paragraph 1.38) that:

When the objective is to compare the volumes of goods or services produced or consumed per head, data in national currencies must be converted into a common currency by means of purchasing power parities and not exchange rates … Exchange rate converted data must not … be interpreted as measures of the relative volumes of goods and services concerned.

Despite this ruling, misleading MER-based international comparisons have been uncritically made, not only by the SRES, but also in the reports of both WGII and WGIII; more recently, in a report issued by UNEP; and more recently still, in a document prepared for an IPCC-sponsored conference by one of the three current Vice-Chairs of the panel. It seems probable that not one of the many participants in these various proceedings had heard of the SNA, and it is not referred to in either the text of the SRES or its 17 or so pages of references.

In the context of national accounts, there is a specific error in the SRES which, though only incidental, shows that mere numbers are no guarantee of representative status. On p115 of the Report the concept of GNP - now more usually referred to as GNI - is wrongly defined. This basic error was not picked up by any of the 53 authors, 4 review editors and 89 expert reviewers who are listed as participants in the preparation of the SRES.

In the IPCC press release referred to above, the statement is made that “the economy does not change by using a different metrics (PPP or MEX), in the same way that the temperature does not change if you switch from degrees Celsius to Fahrenheit”. This assertion could be interpreted in different ways, but on any interpretation the analogy appears as false. Admittedly, not all economists would accept without qualification the case for using PPP-based converters, rather than some exchange-rate-based alternative; but even the sceptics do not argue that the choice is immaterial.

In the British case, it might be supposed that one or two members of the Government Economic Service, now said to be 800 strong, not to mention a person from the National Statistics Office, would have been drawn into the economic work of the IPCC and made it less unrepresentative. There is no sign of any such involvement. Speaking in the House of Lords last April on behalf of the responsible department, the Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Baroness Farrington said, “The views of Mr Castles and Mr Henderson were considered extremely carefully… by the Government…” If such consideration has indeed been given, its results have not been communicated to me.

A way forward

The economic content of AR4 can be strengthened only if new participants are brought into the process, and this can be achieved only if and in so far as member governments act accordingly: the IPCC milieu appears impervious to unofficial criticism. In this context, it is the central economic departments of state treasuries, ministries of finance or economics, and organisations such as the US Council of Economic Advisers - that have a potentially key role. Up to now, and despite the large amounts that are at stake, they have been content to leave the handling of economic issues within the IPCC process to the departments and agencies directly concerned. The questionable treatment of these issues by the IPCC and its sponsoring organisations, which Castles and I have drawn attention to as independent outsiders, has apparently not been noticed by a single official in a single finance or economics ministry in a single country. It is high time for this situation to change, and for these latter departments to become involved.

Fortunately, a straightforward route to their participation exists for the taking. For the economic departments and agencies in OECD member countries, an instrument is to hand for their prompt collective involvement: it is the OECD itself. They should act now to ensure that IPCC-related economic issues are placed on the agenda of the OECD’s Economic Policy Committee. This could be the start of a process by which economics and economists become more adequately represented in proceedings and decisions where much is at stake.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Nation (Nairobi)

Cash Hitch Cited in Conservation Project

January 29, 2005

Nyabonyi Kazungu

Nairobi

Efforts to protect endangered animals and birds are frustrated by lack of funds and personnel, a report says.

More field officers are needed to stop the illegal trade in the animals, and the officers' work stations should be identified, it adds.

The United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) review also urges groups that back the Lusaka Agreement to be strengthened to improve their work. It also recommends a plan to address the deal's objectives.

The final decisions will be considered for adoption by ministers from countries which signed the agreement in next month's governing council meeting at the Unep headquarters in Nairobi.

Countries in eastern and southern Africa whose animals, birds and forests are at risk of extinction struck the deal in 1994, restricting poaching and hunting. It also outlaws wanton felling of trees for timber and other unlicensed activities.

Relevant Links

East Africa

Wildlife

Kenya

Environment

The pact was negotiated and signed by D.C. Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Lesotho, Uganda, Tanzania, South Africa, Swaziland and Zambia. They were supported by other interest groups, including Unep and the Convention on International Trade on Endangered Species (Cites), in seeing the deal through. But it has now generated wider interest and it is being studied to find out if it can work elsewhere.

Some Asian, Latin American and Caribbean countries have expressed interest.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Japan Times

Neglect led to higher Indian casualty toll

By B. GAUTAM
Special to The Japan Times

MADRAS, India -- In India, very few people had heard the word tsunami, let alone understood what these waves could do. Until Sunday, Dec. 26, hardly anybody had the vaguest inclination of the destructive ability of the sea.

Of course, people have read about the angry Earth in National Geographic and other nature magazines, but there was little knowledge of what a tsunami could do along India's long coasts.

I had been to the beach that Sunday morning, and had seen a bright sun, clear blue skies and a deceptively calm ocean. The Bay of Bengal, on whose shores lie the southern Indian city of Madras, seemed so serenely calm that I could not imagine that a quarter of an hour after I left waves would roar in anger and rush inland.

Many others lingered in the sand and on the breezes. I distinctly remember a group of boys playing cricket on the sand. I am told that they were swallowed by the giant waves that threatened to ravage even some of the historic buildings on the Madras seafront.

Elderly couples, food vendors and fishermen also died, among the 15,000 -- mostly women and children -- who were killed in India that Sunday. About as many people remain missing in a tragedy with few parallels in history.

The question that now disturbs and angers people in India is whether the toll could have been minimized. Some experts believe so.

Environmentalists aver that the devastation would have been far less had the various state governments and the central government heeded warnings about the destruction of coral reefs, mangroves and sand dunes along India's coasts. They are natural barriers against oceanic turbulence.

As an example, specialists refer to the Maldives, a small nation of nearly 2,000 islands, each averaging only about a meter above sea level. Here coral reefs absorbed the impact of the killer waves and limited the death toll to just 85. And, mind you, the Maldives have no high ground for refuge. In India, the casualty was frighteningly high because natural buffers were no longer in place.

Debi Goenka of the Bombay Environmental Action Group said unsustainable development, including deliberate land reclamation for urban and industrial use, and widespread shrimp farming had wiped out mangrove forests.

Nick Nuttall of United Nations Environment Program noted that mangrove swamps have disappeared rapidly in recent decades in tropical areas. "For low-lying coastal regions and small islands, a lot of protection comes from coral reefs, beaches and mangrove swamps," he said. "The last decade has seen such swamps cleared to promote tourism."

In India, some zones suffered surprisingly little damage because of natural barriers. Pichavaram and Muthupet, in the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu -- the worst-hit state in the country -- escaped with relatively few deaths and minimal loss to property.

In 1999, a terrifying cyclone hit the eastern Indian state of Orissa, but the coastal villages adjoining large mangrove formations were unscathed while the rest of the state lay battered.

Although India has strict rules governing its coastal zones, such as a construction prohibition within 500 meters of the high-tide line, ecosystems in these areas are sadly neglected. What is worse, they are being systematically destroyed.

Some of the worst offenders are hotels. For example, since the government notification on coastal regulation came into effect in 1991, some 75 hotel projects have gone up in Goa, on the western Indian coast, in violation of the act.

The noted Madras-based agriculturist and environmentalist M.S. Swaminathan, who heads a review panel on coastal regulation, said recently that the intention is to preserve the ecology of India's coasts but that the Indian administration often ignores expert advice and recommendations. 

The director of the National Atlas and Thematic Mapping Organization in Calcutta, G.N. Saha, said in a recent interview that his institute seven years ago had tracked the possible epicenter of an earthquake like the one Dec. 26 off Indonesia and the probable paths that a tsunami would take: "We traced the route to the Andaman and Nicobar islands as well as the southern Indian coast."

Yet India's administration turned a blind eye to such a prediction. It also decided not to participate in the Pacific Tsunami Warning System, which could have given adequate notice of the approach of the waves Dec. 26 had India opted to become a member. The reason was not technical; it was not even financial. Rather, it was due to a larger ideology of self-reliance that India began to follow in the 1970s -- to scientific isolation.

Former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru's policy of internationalism and global cooperation disappeared after his death in 1964. New Delhi adopted a rather inward-looking approach bordering on self-denial. Add the deep suspicions of a foreign bogeyman that politicians of the day raised, and the result was a failure to collaborate in important areas of science and technology.

India did not become a member of the Pacific Tsunami Warning System. China did, though, despite its political problems with the world community.

B. Gautam writes for a leading Indian newspaper. 
The Japan Times: Jan. 30, 2005
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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January 28, 2005

HEADLINE: TERI LAUNCHES WORLD SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FORUM

The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) today launched the World Sustainable Development Forum to mobilise action worldwide to address the issues of sustainability on a global scale.

Announcing this here today, the TERI Director-General, R.K. Pachauri, said that the forum would also monitor action on the implementation of programmes for meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The purpose of the forum is to mobilise the society across the world to meet the MDGs and create momentum for accelerating efforts towards comprehensive achievements of sustainable development.

He said all nations needed to monitor their progress on the MDGs closely and countries such as China, South Africa, Brazil, Russia and India, which were on a high-growth curve, should pursue efforts to balance economic growth with environmental care. The TERI proposes to act as the nodal secretariat for the forum and several other countries and institutions would pool their expertise for effective and participative action by the forum.

Mr. Pachauri also announced the fifth annual Delhi Sustainable Development Summit (DSDS) beginning here from February 3.

The DSDS is the premier global forum for focussing on the challenge of sustainable development worldwide.

The summit will field some of the best names in the fields of academics, business, industry, government and multi-lateral organisations. Eminent economist, Jeffrey Sachs, the Norwegian Minister for Trade and Industry, Borge Brende, the United Nations Environment Programme executive director, Klaus Topfer, and Nobel laureate, Sherwood Rowland, will be among the participants.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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High Levels of Toxin Seen at 9 Chlorine Plants

Mercury emissions may be as high as those at coal-fueled facilities, an environmental group reports. Companies are making gains, however.

	
	

	
	

	

	


By Marla Cone | Times Staff Writer 
Posted January 26, 2005 

A new report has found that nine chlorine factories are among the nation's largest sources of mercury, a potent neurotoxin that spreads globally and has rendered some seafood unsafe to eat. 

To be released today, the report, written by the environmental group Oceana, documents what it calls a "long-overlooked" source of mercury polluting the air. The findings are based on a review of toxic inventories filed by the chemical companies.

The chlorine industry and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency acknowledge that the chemical plants have been a sizable source of mercury pollution. But they say the companies have substantially reduced their emissions in recent years. 

Most U.S. efforts to control mercury have focused on coal-fired power plants, which are facing controversial and costly new efforts to regulate their emissions. But the report concludes that nine chlorine plants, mostly in the Southeast and Midwest, could be releasing as much, or more, mercury than the power companies are. 

"The nine mercury-based chlorine plants in the U.S. may rival the entire power industry as the nation's largest industrial mercury polluter," says the report by Oceana, which is launching a campaign to reduce the levels of mercury and educate the public about its dangers.

Mercury is considered one of the most hazardous and ubiquitous contaminants. Emissions from factories and power plants travel thousands of miles in the air and drop into oceans and lakes, building up in the tissues of animals and people.

The mercury-cell chlorine factories each reported emitting an average of 1,097 pounds of mercury into the air in 2002, five times more than the average power plant, according to Oceana's analysis of reports that companies filed annually with the EPA. Eight of the nine plants rank among the top 25 U.S. companies in reported mercury emissions, the report says.

But their actual emissions could be much higher. How much mercury they release into the environment is largely unknown, because many tons are "missing" at the chlorine plants every year — unaccounted for in the companies' annual inventories, according to a 2004 industry report. 

Chlorine is used for manufacturing vinyl, disinfecting drinking water, producing medicines and making cleaning solvents, among other uses. Most chlorine is produced using new, mercury-free technologies, but nine factories use a process that pumps a saltwater solution through a vat of mercury to set off a chemical reaction. 

In 2000, 11 chlorine plants reported releasing 14 tons of mercury into the air through smokestacks and unmonitored leaks called "fugitive" emissions. But according to the EPA, another 65 tons of mercury were used there and unaccounted for.

EPA officials, in a 2003 report, said "that the fate of all the mercury consumed" at the chlorine plants "remains somewhat of an enigma."

If even half of that "lost" mercury were released into the air, the plants would have polluted the air with nearly the same volume as the 49 tons released by the nation's 497 mercury-releasing power plants that year, said Oceana's pollution campaign director, Jackie Savitz.

By 2002, two of the 11 plants had closed, and the reported mercury emissions dropped almost in half, to a total of 7.6 tons. The plants, however, had 28 tons of mercury that were unaccounted for, which amounted to about 1% of their total mercury used and stored, according to a 2004 Chlorine Institute report to the EPA. The missing mercury amounted to 30 tons in 2003.

Tracy Cullen, director of communications at the Chlorine Institute, an industry group, said the industry was trying to develop more accurate methods to measure fugitive emissions and account for all of its mercury. Although emissions from smokestacks and vents are measured with precision, fugitive emissions from the mercury vats are much more difficult to quantify.

"As an industry, we support the regulation of mercury," Cullen said. "The chlorine industry's use of mercury is on the way down…. We are committed to fully account for the mercury we use." 

EPA spokeswoman Cynthia Bergman said the missing mercury was "a very important issue" to the agency, which had been working with the chlorine industry to resolve it. But, she said, there was "little evidence" that it was being released into the environment.

Instead, EPA and chlorine company representatives suspect that the dense metallic chemical remains inside the plants, accumulating in their piping, tanks and processing equipment. "Several tons of mercury could easily be caught in the thousands of feet of pipe in one plant," Bergman said.

The EPA tightened rules regulating the chlorine plants in 2003, but environmental groups criticized the agency for failing to shut them down if they didn't switch to mercury-free technologies.

Since the mid-1990s, the volumes of mercury used by the chlorine industry declined 76% because five plants closed and others upgraded, according to the Chlorine Institute. 

The chlorine companies say they will further reduce mercury emissions by as much as 93% under the new EPA regulation.

"There is no good reason to eliminate more U.S. manufacturing jobs by closing plants that are operating safely and performing above and beyond all federal and local standards," Cullen said.

The nine plants are located in Louisiana, Alabama, Delaware, Georgia, Ohio, Tennessee, West Virginia and Wisconsin, and are operated by Olin Corp., Occidental Chemicals, PPG Industries, Ashta Chemicals Inc., Vulcan Chemicals and Pioneer Companies Inc. 

The United States is responsible for a small fraction of mercury emissions worldwide. Globally, about 1,500 tons per year are released by coal-fired power plants and waste incinerators, about half in Asia, according to a report by the United Nations Environment Program. Europe has 53 mercury-cell chlorine plants. 

One in every six babies in the U.S. — more than 600,000 per year — is born to a mother with a mercury level exceeding that deemed safe for a fetus. Mercury is known to interfere with brain development. 

The Food and Drug Administration has advised women who are pregnant, nursing or may become pregnant to avoid eating large marine predators such as swordfish, shark, tilefish and king mackerel, and to eat no more than 12 ounces of other fish per week.

*
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CSRwire

UNEP Manual for Building Effective Stakeholder Engagement

(CSRwire) AccountAbility, in co-operation with the United Nations Environment Programme and Stakeholder Research Associates Canada, are working on a stakeholder engagement manual, which will provide practical, user-friendly guidance on building effective stakeholder engagement.

Further organisations that have already confirmed contributions or participation include Gap, Camelot, Telefonica, the UK Department of Trade and Industry and many others. The manual will be summarising key learning and experiences from a diverse and international range of players, draw on a review of best-practice in strategically aligned performance-based stakeholder engagement, and distil AccountAbility's latest thinking on the topic through their standards-related work. Specific focus will be given to the role of stakeholder engagement in identifying new opportunities and implementing solutions to unsolved problems. Ultimately, the manual aims to clarify how and why successful stakeholder engagement can help companies to secure leadership in an increasingly complex and ever changing business environment, while at the same time bringing about systemic change towards sustainable development.

The manual will be launched via a series of workshops in mid-2005. Organisations of all kinds are invited to participate, support and contribute with insights and case studies, as well as to get involved in workshops and online-discussions. Interested organisations should contact either Thomas Krick under thomas@accountability.org.uk, or Katharine Partridge under kpartridge@stakeholderresearch.com.

About Accountability:

AccountAbility is an international, not-for-profit, professional institute dedicated to the promotion of social, ethical and overall organisational accountability, a precondition for achieving sustainable development. AccountAbility is dedicated to promoting accountability for sustainable development by:

# Creating a credible assurance standard and underlying accountability framework

# Providing quality professional development and certification

# Advocating an enabling public policy environment for organisational accountability

# Developing innovative 'ideas for action' through research and practice

# Is it a democratic, multi-stakeholder membership organisation with an innovative and inclusive governance structure to ensure that it can operate effectively and respond to the need and aspirations of its membership.

For more details about AccountAbility please visit: www.accountability.org.uk

About Stakeholder Research Associates Canada:

Stakeholder Research Associates (SRA) brings together a team of academics and expert practitioners that specialize in mobilising informal and formal channels of stakeholder opinion to senior business, government and civil society leaders in support of governance, strategy formulation and implementation. SRA is dedicated to improving trust in organizations and cohesion in decision-making.

SRA operates in five core program areas:

# Stakeholder consultation, including assessments of stakeholder relations and independent surveys of stakeholder opinion

# Strategic communications, including the development of two-way channels for enhanced stakeholder dialogue, reporting and transparency

# Governance and corporate social responsibility, including public policy and the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainability

# Leadership development and organisational change, including the challenge of translating commitments to ethics and corporate social and environmental responsibility into practice

# Strategic environmental management, including issues of environmental sustainability and their impact on business

For more details about SRA please visit: www.stakeholderresearch.com

About UNEP-DTIE:

Headquartered in Nairobi, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the agency in the United Nations responsible for the environment. Its Division of Technology, Industry and Economics (UNEP DTIE) in Paris works with business and industry to advance sustainable consumption and production and corporate responsibility.

UNEP DTIE has longstanding activities in the field of corporate environmental and social responsibility (CESR), as called for at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development. These include activities by UNEP as core agency in the UN Global Compact, a series of international voluntary initiatives such as the UNEP Finance Initiative that it has co-launched since the 1990s, its role as co-founder of the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) process and its Engaging Stakeholders / Global Reporters programme that it has been running with SustainAbility Ltd since the early 1990s.

For more information please visit www.uneptie.org or contact Cornis van der Lugt at cornis.lugt@unep.fr or +33 (0)1 4437 1445
___________________________________________________________________________________________

AFP

Species loss: Biodiversity conference calls for top global panel

 PARIS (AFP) Jan 28, 2005

A five-day conference on biodiversity wound up here Friday with appeals to set up a scientific panel which would draw global attention to a feared mass die-out of wildife.

The calls were made by 1,200 scientists and policymakers, who hope the panel will give a looming mass extinction the same headline-making impact as the UN's top scientific authority on global warming.

"Biodiversity is a vital and poorly appreciated resource for all of humankind that underpins the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals," the conference said in a statement.

"Biodiversity is being irreversibly destroyed by human activities at an unprecedented rate, and this demands urgent and significant action to conserve, sustainably use and equitably share the benefits of biodiversity."

A separate statement, issued by scientists at the conference, noted there remained enormous ignorance about the planet's species, some of which were being wiped out before they had even been identified.

"Strong actions must be taken now to inventory, understand and protect biodiversity... to ensure food security, human health and the quality of life," they said.

The panel proposal has been backed by French President Jacques Chirac, who says he will lobby for it at the UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), an offshoot of the landmark 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.

In addition, Britain, current president of the Group of Eight, "has agreed to include it [the proposal] on the G8 agenda," French Research Minister Francois d'Aubert said.

The model is the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which sifts through the best research on global warming and issues a synthesis of this knowledge.

Its last such report was in 2001 and had enormous impact, focussing political minds to mounting evidence the Earth is warming much faster, and with potentially dangerous consequences on the climate system, than was thought possible.

Because the IPCC panel is neutral and science-based, its deliberations helped spur the conclusion of the Kyoto Protocol in late 2001 in the face of bitter US opposition. The next IPCC report is due in 2007.

"It's time for biodiversity scientists to get down from their ivory tower," said Patrick Blandin, a professor at the Museum of Natural History in Paris.

However, the two statements issued in Paris reflect some quiet discord among experts as to whether the proposed species panel should be a brand-new entity within the CBD or whether the treaty's existing mechanisms should be beefed up.

A working group has been set up to hammer this out, with the idea of putting the proposal to the CBD at its next conference in early 2006.

The Paris conference ranged from nuts-and-bolts work of identifying the world's millions of species to habitat degradation and factoring in environmental costs in the price of goods and services.

A foremost US scientist, Edward Wilson, said it would cost about three billion dollars to draw up an inventory of the world's species, and take 25 years to complete it.

Saving the 25 most-threatened "hotspots" that abound in species, such as the Amazonian forest, would cost 25 billion dollars, he said.

Some scientists believe that human interference is driving the world towards its biggest mass extinction in 65 million years, when the dinosaurs were wiped out by climate change inflicted by an asteroid impact.

Of the estimated 10-30 million species on Earth, only around 1.7 million have been identified and described. The vast majority of the unidentified species are organisms that live in the soil and deep ocean.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Menacée, la biodiversité exige un sursaut mondial
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Plus d'un millier de scientifiques réunis à Paris mettent leur expertise au service de la sauvegarde des espèces.

Ce n'est pas le moindre des paradoxes que de voir la France, récemment condamnée par la Cour de justice européenne pour non-respect de textes sur les réserves naturelles, prendre la tête d'un nouvel élan envers la protection de la biodiversité. Pourtant, au terme de cinq jours d'une conférence internationale organisée à Paris et intitulée "Biodiversité : science et gouvernance", 1 200 participants, scientifiques en majorité, se sont ralliés à une proposition avancée par le président Jacques Chirac en prélude à leurs discussions. 

Il est, selon eux, urgent de s'inspirer de leurs collègues climatologues qui, à travers le Groupe intergouvernemental sur l'évolution du climat (GIEC ou IPCC), se sont donné les moyens de synthétiser leurs connaissances sur ce phénomène planétaire et de proposer aux "décideurs" des pistes d'action.

L'"appel" qu'ils ont lancé solennellement, vendredi 28 janvier, milite en effet en faveur d'un "mécanisme international"ayant pour objectif de fournir "une information scientifiquement validée sur la biodiversité", d'"identifier des priorités et des recommandations" pour sa protection et d'en informer les conventions internationales concernées, en particulier la Convention sur la diversité biologique.

Depuis sa signature, en 1992 à Rio de Janeiro, celle-ci n'a pas vraiment fait la preuve de son efficacité. Comme l'ont rappelé les experts réunis à l'Unesco, les espèces s'éteignent à un rythme cent fois supérieur au taux moyen enregistré dans les temps géologiques. "Mais il pourrait être 10 000 fois plus élevé dans les prochaines années", rappelle Jo Mulongoy, directeur scientifique de la Convention sur la diversité biologique. Il faudrait 10 millions d'années pour "ressusciter" le nombre d'espèces récemment disparues. Selon l'Union mondiale pour la nature (UICN), 12 à 52 % des espèces actuelles seraient menacées.

Ce manque de précision sur les chiffres provient des lacunes de l'inventaire des espèces, particulièrement parmi les invertébrés, les plantes et les micro-organismes. Pour mieux saisir ces phénomènes de disparition, les quantifier et, surtout, fournir des indicateurs fiables, un important effort de recherche est nécessaire. "Nous avons besoin d'une approche intégrée, multidisciplinaire", soutient Robert Watson, directeur scientifique de la Banque mondiale, rapportant les conclusions de plusieurs ateliers organisés lors de la conférence. "Les communautés agricoles doivent être reconnues comme les principales régisseuses de la biodiversité", ajoute-t-il. Il faut aussi améliorer les moyens de "penser le lien entre changement climatique et biodiversité".

La "gouvernance", qui désigne les moyens politiques et institutionnels d'action en faveur de la biodiversité, reste un sujet délicat. Martha Chouchena-Rojas (UICN), chargée de résumer les travaux sur cette question, indique que les décideurs ont besoin de "plus d'information sur les services rendus par la biodiversité", mais aussi sur le coût de sa sauvegarde.

"La biodiversité doit être considérée comme un facteur de développement, souligne la chercheuse. Et les connaissances traditionnelles doivent être, elles aussi, conservées et assorties de protections particulières." Elles sont particulièrement recherchées par les sociétés pharmaceutiques, à l'affût de nouveaux principes actifs.

Eric Cornut, PDG de Novartis Groupe France, reconnaît que le partage de la propriété intellectuelle reste "une question difficile". Mais il assure que de nombreuses entreprises sont "conscientes de l'importance de maintenir un réservoir de diversité génétique pour utiliser ces formidables ressources de façon durable et équitable".

"Au nom de l'équité et de l'efficacité, rebondit Charles-Sylvain Rabotoarison, ministre malgache de l'environnement, il convient aussi de favoriser l'émergence de scientifiques dans les pays du Sud." Et de leur permettre d'accéder aux résultats des recherches.

Son homologue costaricien, Carlos-Manuel Rodriguez Echandi, replace, lui aussi, la biodiversité sur le terrain politique : "Les activités pétrolières développées dans des régions très fragiles, les mines autorisées par dérogation dans des forêts protégées sont le résultat d'une pondération des coûts et bénéfices à courte vue des politiques."

Charles Perrings (université de York) a estimé qu'une science prédictive était désormais nécessaire, "pour être en mesure de dire quelles seront les conséquences sur la biodiversité de telle ou telle décision politique". Robert Barbault, du Muséum national d'histoire naturelle, a souligné les "tensions fécondes" exprimées lors de la conférence : accroître les connaissances ou agir ; protéger les espèces ou favoriser le développement durable ?

L'accord est unanime pour souligner que les lacunes dans les connaissances ne dispensent pas, selon les termes de Michel Loreau (Paris-VI), président du comité scientifique de la conférence, de la "nécessité impérieuse" de passer à l'action.

Mais l'expertise intergouvernementale de la diversité suggérée par Jacques Chirac et reprise par les chercheurs trouvera-t-elle rapidement un cadre pour s'exprimer ? Directeur scientifique de l'Unesco, Walter Erdelen indique que son organisation est prête à l'accueillir. Un groupe de travail devrait étudier la démarche, qui sera inscrite au calendrier du G8. François d'Aubert, ministre délégué à la recherche, souligne que "l'instruction de ce dossier devra être rapide afin qu'un rapport soit finalisé pour la prochaine conférence des parties à la Convention de la diversité biologique". Rendez-vous donc en 2006, au Brésil. Combien d'espèces auront-elles alors disparu ?

Hervé Morin

____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Scientists assess climate dangers

By Alex Kirby

Clouds are one of the big unknowns

One of the most highly charged topics preoccupying the governments of the world is to be thrashed out at a UK conference starting on Tuesday.

But Avoiding Dangerous Climate Change, a three-day meeting at the Met Office in Exeter, is mainly about the science.

The participants, more than 200 in all, will try to agree how to define what is a danger level, and what it should be.

This, they hope, will lead to a better understanding of methods the world can employ to avoid catastrophic warming.

The more you understand, the more you realise how much you don't understand

Dr Geoff Jenkins, Met Office

The conference, sponsored by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), was announced last September by the UK Prime Minister, Tony Blair.

It will try to answer three questions:

    * for different levels of climate change what are the key impacts, for different regions and sectors, and for the world as a whole?

    * what would such levels imply in terms of greenhouse gas stabilisation concentrations and emission pathways required to achieve such levels?

    * what technological options are there for achieving stabilisation of greenhouse gases at different concentrations in the atmosphere, taking into account costs and uncertainties?

The secretary of the steering committee which has organised the conference is Dr Geoff Jenkins, a veteran of 30 years' work at the Met Office.

Forests may produce vast amounts of carbon

He told the BBC News website: "The UN climate convention calls on countries to act to prevent 'dangerous anthropogenic (human-caused) interference with the climate system' from the build-up of greenhouse gases.

"So the conference will be aiming to identify what's dangerous and what that implies for greenhouse emissions, though without specifying any actual numbers.

"It'll look at the impacts for different levels of warming, but it's very unlikely to say, for example, that a rise of 2C is the limit so we shouldn't let atmospheric carbon concentrations rise beyond 450 parts per million (ppm)."

Europe's benchmark

A number of the papers to be presented deal with areas where science is far from certain about what will happen but remains apprehensive - high-impact low-probability events, as they are known.

Examples include the possible melting of the Greenland ice sheet, disruption to ocean circulation, and the fate of methane hydrates - lumps of frozen methane on the seabed which could conceivably thaw and accelerate the warming process.

Greenland's ice could start an unstoppable thaw

The European Union has said global average temperature should not rise more than 2C above its present level in order to avoid damaging climate change.

One paper, Emission Implications Of Long-term Climate Targets, says carbon dioxide concentrations will have to be stabilised at 450 ppm or lower to achieve a 50% certainty of reaching the EU target.

They are already at almost 380 ppm, up from about 280 ppm before the Industrial Revolution, and have recently been rising at two ppm annually.

Another paper, Tropical Forests And Atmospheric Carbon Dioxide, says the forests may become "a mega-source of carbon", leading to atmospheric concentrations reaching 980 ppm by 2100, or even higher.

Unknown unknowns

Dr Jenkins said: "The big problem is the uncertainties. But the science is hardening up quite a lot, and it's come on by leaps and bounds since the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change first met in 1988.

"There's been enormous progress in observations, in our understanding of the processes and our modelling of them - they've all moved on brilliantly.

"The more you understand, though, the more you realise how much you don't understand. In some areas our ignorance is woeful."

Dr Jenkins said the evidence pointed to the likelihood of a temperature rise of about 3C by 2100.

"I'm more convinced now than I was in 1988 that we're seeing climate change that's due to human activities", he said. "We have more confidence that we're in the right ballpark."
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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"Dangerous" Global Warming Possible by 2026 - WWF

NORWAY: January 31, 2005

OSLO - World temperatures could surge in just two decades to a threshold likely to trigger dangerous disruptions to the earth's climate, the WWF environmental group said on Sunday.

It said the Arctic region was warming fastest, threatening the livelihoods of indigenous hunters by thawing the polar ice-cap and driving species like polar bears towards extinction by the end of the century.

"If nothing is done, the earth will have warmed by 2.0 Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial levels by some time between 2026 and 2060," the WWF said in a report.

Few scientists have estimated such an early date for a 2.0C rise, seen by the WWF as a threshold that may spur "dangerous" warming, raising sea levels and causing more floods, storms or droughts and driving some species to extinction.

World temperatures have already risen by about 0.7C since 1750 with most scientists blaming a build-up of heat-trapping gases like carbon dioxide emitted by burning fossil fuels in factories, power plants and cars.

The European Union and many other environmental groups say that governments should cap emissions of greenhouse gases to try to prevent a 2.0C temperature rise. The United States has rejected binding caps under the UN's Kyoto protocol.

At some point, some scientists fear that rising temperatures could cause a runaway warming, for instance by melting permafrost in Siberia that could in turn release deposits of heat-trapping methane to the atmosphere.

"Time is running out to avoid a two degree rise," said Mark New, a climate expert at England's Oxford University who made the 2026-60 projections in the report commissioned by the WWF.

TIME BOMB?

He told Reuters his study was based on a review of climate models used by the UN climate panel in its latest 2001 report. Another international report last week said that rising temperatures were a ticking time bomb for the climate.

Others scientists say that such projections are scaremongering and reckon temperatures will rise far less sharply, if at all, because of the buildup of greenhouse gases.

New's study projected that the Arctic would warm by 3.2-6.6C if the globe warmed by 2.0C overall.

In the Arctic, such a warming could melt polar ice in summer by 2100, pushing polar bears towards extinction. On land, forests would grow further north, overrunning tundra that is a habitat for birds including snow buntings and terns.

"Global warming threatens to wreak havoc on the traditional ways of life of Inuit, putting an end to our hunting and food sharing culture," said Sheila Watt-Cloutier, chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference.

The Arctic warms faster than the global average because dark water and land, once uncovered, soaks up more heat than snow or ice. A report by 250 scientists last year also projected a fast warming in the Arctic that would also open new shipping routes and make the region accessible for oil and gas exploration.

The WWF report is to be presented at a conference in Exeter, England, on Feb. 1-3. The talks will focus on a 1992 UN convention whose goal is to stabilise greenhouse gases at levels meant to prevent "dangerous" human interference on the climate.

The convention does not define what it means by "dangerous" climate change.

The UN's Kyoto protocol, seeking to rein in greenhouse gas emissions under the convention, will enter into force on Feb. 16. President George W. Bush pulled out of Kyoto in 2001, saying it would cost too much and wrongly excludes developing nations.

Story by Alister Doyle
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN to Coordinate Asia's Tsunami Warning Centres

THAILAND: January 31, 2005

PHUKET, Thailand - The United Nations emerged on Saturday as a coordinator for a regional tsunami warning centre after officials from 43 nations including India, Indonesia and Thailand failed to agree who should run it.

The compromise dealt a blow to Thailand, which had wanted to run the centre itself.

Thailand is host of the two-day tsunami ministerial meeting on the resort island of Phuket which was itself hit by the Dec. 26 killer waves that devastated Indian Ocean coastal regions.

Bangkok's proposal to set up a regional tsunami trust fund, to which it pledged an initial $10 million contribution, was not welcome at the conference, where cabinet ministers of only six countries took part.

As with a similar meeting in Kobe, Japan, a week ago, where numerous tsunami warning proposals were put before panels of politicians, national egos appear to be getting in the way of international cooperation.

India and Indonesia also wanted to host the regional centre.

The compromise came after UN Secretary General Kofi Annan sent a written statement to the conference urging all nations to coordinate their regional efforts.

"Our challenge now is to ensure that all the elements of effective early warning systems are integrated, cohesive, and cover not only tsunamis but also other hazards such as cyclones and floods," Annan said.

The two-day meeting ended with the participants agreeing that the warning systems should be addressed within the framework of the United Nations.

"We agree that the role of the United Nations is the most important in ensuring that all aspects in building an early warning are coordinated effective and timely," Thai Foreign Minister Surakiart Sathirathai told a news conference.

"We agree to advance the establishment of such an arrangement through organisation of expert meetings and needs assessments, to be undertaken with the support of relevant regional and international institutions and governments," Surakiart said.

REGIONAL CENTRE

The toll of dead and missing from the tsunami, triggered by a massive undersea earthquake off Sumatra, has risen above 298,000, according to collated figures from government and health officials.

Thailand had wanted the system to be built on the existing structure of the UN-backed Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre (ADPC), which has around 30 member countries in Asia and is located in Bangkok.

The meeting only recognised ADPC's readiness to serve as a regional centre and to work together with national and international institutions.

"This arrangement shall be developed within the UN's international strategy coordinated by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO," said a statement at the end of two-day meeting.

The meeting also agreed on the establishment of a Voluntary Trust Fund, which will be administered by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), headquartered in Bangkok.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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HEADLINE: Malawi;Charcoal Production Threatens Forests

BYLINE: UN Integrated Regional Information Networks

BODY:

Pick almost any stretch of road in rural Malawi and at some point you come across bulging sacks of charcoal and neat stacks of firewood for sale. It is a cottage industry that provides one of the few opportunities for poor households to make a little money, but is also environmentally unsustainable, and in the long term impoverishes everyone.

"Charcoal production is a very serious issue, and is one of the major causes of deforestation in Malawi," director of the government's forestry department, Kenneth Nyasulu, told IRIN. "The damage to trees is causing soil erosion, which in turn causes food insecurity because the fertile soil is lost."

Only about four percent of the 12 million Malawians have access to electricity; for the rest, heating water and cooking is usually done with firewood or charcoal in a brazier.

Charcoal production is estimated to be worth around US $8 million annually, and the government reckons that 50,000 hectares of indigenous forests are cut down each year. Although this allows people to earn a little money, "there is need for them to use the natural resources in a sustainable manner", said Nyasulu.

Recognising the lack of moneymaking alternatives in rural areas, the Wildlife and Environmental Society of Malawi (WESM), with funding from GTZ, a German development agency, has over the past four years worked with communities to develop income-generating projects.

Juice from the fruit of the monkey bread tree, bee-keeping, chicken rearing and vegetable gardens have all proved successful in the southern district of Mwanza, a major charcoal producing area.

But WESM director Daulos Mauambeta stressed that the key to putting a stop to the unsustainable exploitation of forests is to raise people's standard of living.

"The livelihoods of the approximately 240 million of the world's poor that live in forested areas of developing countries depend on the protection and, in many cases, the rehabilitation of these forests," a UN Food and Agriculture Organisation statement said this week.

"The loss of forests also means the loss of biodiversity," noted Nyasulu.

Acknowledging the growing problem of deforestation, President Bingu wa Mutharika inaugurated a national tree-planting month on Wednesday, and urged Malawians not to fell trees indiscriminately, "because doing so will lead this country into a disaster".

[ This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations ]
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Bahrain

Variety of activities for young at camp

A SERIES of events to celebrate Bahrain's second National Environment Day, which falls on February 14, got underway yesterday with a spring camp for children.

They are being organised by the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

The spring camp is going ahead at the Children and Youth Science Centre, in Umm Al Hassam, and will continue until next Sunday.

It caters to children aged eight to 12 years and will feature a variety of activities on plants, sand, insects, rocks, astronomy and aviation.

The commission is also staging a series of exhibitions and seminars until the end of February under the theme "Automobile Exhaust ... A Threat to Life".

An exhibition will be held on Friday next to the Campers Services Centre, in Sakhir, in co-operation with the Southern Governorate.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=103125&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27316
Bahrain team to take part in UAE forum

A DELEGATION from the Public Commission for The Protection of Marine Resources, Wildlife and the Environment is taking part in the International Environmental Conference and Exhibition in Abu Dhabi, UAE.

The four-day event, which starts tomorrow, is led by commission president Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

It is being held under the patronage of UAE Presid-ent Shaikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, who will open the event.

Commission public relations and environment information committee head Zakriya Khonji said leaflets and brochures with the commission's goals and aims will be presented at the event.

"Flyers highlighting the achievements of the commission in protecting natural resources will also be distributed," he said.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=103056&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27315

Steps to protect environment highlighted

The Kingdom’s environmental citizenship activities were highlighted during the Arab environmental forum held last month in Egypt.

The vice-president of the environmental citizenship programme of the Bahrain Women Society and assistant general for the Arab Environmental and Develop​ment Network, Meena Kadimi, presented Bahrain in the event.

The forum included a series of workshops on sustainable development in the Arab world, water resources in the region and the role of civic organisations in enhancing environmental awareness.

In her presentation, Kadimi highlighted that the BWS’s environmental citizenship programme aims to encourage people to protect the environment and lead environmental-friendly lifestyle. 

“The concept of environmental citizenship can be raised by on-going cooperation among all society members to create a balance between the country’s development and protecting the environment,” she said. “Active citizens are those who are fully involved in protecting environment and believe in the essential role of discovering solutions for pollution caused by factories and mismanagement of natural resources.”

Kadimi said that most of the members of the programme team were youth because they know how to motivate youngsters to protect the environment. “Informing youngsters about the real meaning of environmental citizenship can contribute to saving the earth from many environmental disasters in the future.”Effective environmental citizenship teaching promotes and develops social and moral responsibility, political literacy and community involvement,” she said, adding that children should learn from the very beginning socially responsible behaviour in and beyond the classroom.Kadimi said that the environmental citizenship didn’t only mean following environment-friendly lifestyle and waste recycle but also taking wise decisions related to environment and development.

http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
UAE

Global youth gathering to discuss 29 eco-projects

Environmental initiatives and projects from 29 countries of the world will be discussed this week to come up with the best project to enhance environment in the tsunami-hit areas. 

Proposals for better environment in the disaster-affected areas will be submitted by a total of 50 youths participating in the Dubai Global Youth Environment Gathering, being organised by the Dubai Naturalisation and Residency Department (DNRD).

Officially inaugurated yesterday at the Global Village by Brigadier Saeed Mattar bin Bleilah, Director-General, DNRD, in the presence of the consuls-general of the US, Britain, Turkey, Palestine, Bahrain and Egypt, the gathering is being organised for the second consecutive year in cooperation with the Emirates Diving Association (EDA) as part of the DSF. 

Welcoming the participants, Brig. Mattar bin Bleilah said: “This event is being held in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and marks the EDA's 10th anniversary and commitment to preserve marine environment. It also coincides with the DSF 10th anniversary.”

According to Brig. Mattar bin Bleilah, the gathering aims at educating the youth on environmental issues in order to build an environment-friendly generation.

“Inviting young environmental leaders from all over the world to visit Dubai and familiarise themselves with the efforts exercised here by the EDA to preserve environment is one of the objectives of the gathering. However, we also wanted to promote Dubai as an eco-tourism destination and bring under one roof people from different cultural backgrounds who share common environmental concerns and interests,” he said.

The gathering's importance stems from the fact that it is one of the youth activities sponsored by the UNEP.

Addressing the gathering, Lara El Saad, UNEP Advisor for West Asia, said: “As environmentalists, you are here to appreciate and learn about the nature of the UAE — what conservation projects they have and how the UAE is maintaining a balance between growth and sustainability.”

“Your being here is a success because you are encouraging cultural understanding and you are all trading knowledge and information,” she said.

Cecilia Kibare, Children & Youth/ Sport &  Environment Unit, UNEP Division of Communications and Public Information, said that the UNEP was proud to be associated with the EMA which is a key partner to the UNEP in West Asia Region and has participated in Tunza Global Youth Retreat and the Tunza International Youth Conference.

“UNEP has initiated a number of activities and projects aimed at addressing four key areas namely awareness building, youth in decision making, capacity building and information exchange. Some of the activities are international conferences for young people, tree planting campaign, a list of server system with 10,000 addresses of children and youth organisations and web sites for children and youth,” she said, announcing that some of the participants in this gathering will participate in the next UNEP Global Youth Retreat from February 16 to 18 in Nairobi.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/january/theuae_january854.xml
Increase in number of winners under study

The Board of Trustees for the Dubai International Award for Best Practices to Improve the Living Environment (DIABP) is currently looking at the possibility of increasing the number of winners from the current 10, said Qassim Sultan, Director-General of Dubai Municipality, and Chairman of the DIABP board. 

Sultan, however, added that this would never be at the cost of the award’s quality and reputation, which has completed 10 years since its inception in 1995 and has so far recognised some 36 best practices from around the world during the past four cycles.

“The Board of Trustees is currently looking at this proposal. But, we don’t want to increase the number of winners by compromising the quality,” Sultan said after addressing the opening session of the DIABP Steering Committee which began a two-day meeting yesterday to discuss the award’s future course of action. 

Ten winners from around the world will receive the award at a ceremony to be held under the patronage of Shaikh Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai, UAE Minister of Finance and Industry and Chairman of Dubai Municipality, in Madinat Jumeirah tomorrow, culminating the fifth cycle of the award.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/january/theuae_january847.xml
Environment-2005 kicks off in capital today

Over 338 exhibitors from 41 countries will take part in deliberations on environmental issues evoking worldwide interest at the third edition of the biennial 5-day Environment 2005 Exhibition and Conference beginning in the capital today. 

The event will showcase the latest developments in diverse areas such as management of water, land, air, energy and wastes, environmental research, science and technology, environment-friendly transportation and related subjects.

Environment ’05 has made a mark for itself in the calender of events in the entire Middle East and North Africa, consolidating on the experience gained from the two previous editions, said Ahmed Humaid Al Mazrouie, Director General of General Exhibitions Corporation (GEC). He said that Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) is organising the event under the patronage of the President, His Highness Shaikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/january/theuae_january868.xml
New recycling centre at SWC

Almarai Company Limited jointly with Emirates Environmental Group (EEG) have recently set up a new recycling centre at Sharjah Women's College (SWC). 

The SWC students will now have the chance to do their bit for a cleaner environment within their premises. By collecting their paper, plastics and soda cans and depositing this in the dedicated recycling centre, they will not only ensure that the college's general waste is recycled, it will also bring about awareness on how easy it is, and how little time it takes to conserve the environment.

John O'Kelly, Marketing Manager, Almarai said: “Almarai is committed to drastically raise the number of recycling centres placed throughout the UAE.

One of our and EEG's targets is to continue focussing on the youth by installing new centres at schools, colleges and institutes so that these youngsters learn about preservation of their environment at a young age and hopefully are inspired to carry a message of environmental preservation throughout their life time.”

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/january/theuae_january801.xml
Jordan

101 environment-friendly initiatives highlighted as successful models of sustainable development

The Human Forum for Women's Rights on Thursday released a publication highlighting 101 environment-friendly initiatives that were developed over the past 15 years by local communities determined to improve their livelihoods. 

The community-based projects, established with the help of the Global Environment Facility's (GEF) Small Grants Programme, are successful models of sustainable development. 

GEF supports projects that benefit the global environment and promote sustainable development in local communities. 

Such projects deal with issues of biodiversity protection, climate change control, protection of international waters, land degradation control and persistent organic pollutants. 

The booklet "101 Local Initiatives to Protect the Global Environment/Local Initiatives in Sustainable Development," also addresses environmental and livelihood problems of the local communities. 

UNDP Resident Representative Christine McNab, whose agency is implementing the Small Grants Programme in Jordan, said the funds were geared to "communities and civil society organisations working to make a difference." 

http://www.jordantimes.com/fri/homenews/homenews12.htm
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Bahrain

Marine life in GCC to be probed

A BAHRAINI think-tank is spearheading the first GCC-wide study on marine life in the region.

The study is being conducted as part of efforts to monitor the decline in the number of Spanish Mackerel (Chanad) in Gulf waters.

An electronic monitoring system has already been operated for a one-year trial period under the supervision of the Bahrain Centre for Studies and Research (BCSR).

However, it will now be brought in by all countries in the GCC.

The BCSR was approached in August 2003 by the GCC General Secretariat to come up with ways of using Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to create an electronic marine monitoring programme.

It won the BD42,000 contract to carry out the project after concerns were raised over a sharp drop in the numbers of Chanad, particularly off the coast of Oman.

Details of the project were discussed at a workshop that started yesterday at the BCSR, in Awali.

The three-day workshop, conducted by the centre's fisheries studies head Dr Ibrahim Abdulqader, is being attended by representatives from GCC government agencies related to fisheries.

It aims to highlight how the system works by monitoring Chanad traps across the Arabian Gulf, Arab Sea, Oman Gulf and Red Sea.

The project was launched in view of a lack of information about Chanad fish in the region, said BCHR secretary-general Dr Hassan Al Bastaqi.

Meanwhile, Dr Abdulqader explained the objectives and functions of the monitoring system, as well as some of its latest reports.

He said the system would be instrumental in finding out more about Chanad and providing technical reports to GCC heads of marine life.

The electronic system depends on GIS and can work efficiently through the Internet, allowing easy access for information.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=103194&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27317
UAE

Adnoc starts gas as fuel for vehicles in capital

Adnoc Distribution has introduced natural gas as a fuel for automobiles in Abu Dhabi city to make the environment greener, besides conserving energy. “The main objectives of this project are to improve the city environment by reducing harmful emissions from vehicles and expanding the use of abundant natural energy resources, said Jamal Al Dharif, General Manager, Adnoc Distribution, while making the landmark announcement at the Environment 2005, here in the capital yesterday. 

In this regard, work has already started with a pilot project, currently under execution by Adnoc Distribution to supply Al Maha Filling Station located on Al Mina Road with natural gas to be used as fuel for automobiles. The project scope includes converting a number of vehicles currently plying on the road to operate on natural gas as an alternative to gasoline. The first natural gas filling station in the UAE is expected to be operational by March this year.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/january/theuae_january912.xml

Mini-sized car big attraction

A mini-sized car parked at the stall of the College of Information Technology of the UAE University at the ongoing Environment 2005 Exhibition and Conference, is the object of popular attention. 

The dashboard of the car sports a 'smart box', that has been jointly developed by the IT Department of the UAE University and IBM Germany, to deliver a wide range of telematic applications.

It can be installed in moving objects such as automobiles, boats, ships and trucks to provide a unique platform for these  applications, said Dr Khalid Shoaib, professor at the IT department.

The smart box is equipped with embedded computing power and integrates GSM/GPRS funtionality, combined with GPS and voice recognition systems, into the vehicle's systems and environment for intelligent connectivity, he explained.

The smart box enables an eco-system that allows moving objects to communicate with each other as well as with a central repository where all captured information can be deciphered.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/january/theuae_january900.xml
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Build up logistics, cooperation with private sector before next tsunami strikes – UN
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UN atomic watchdog warns anew on nuclear weapons falling into terrorist hands

• 
UN agency grants Armenia new loan to boost its impoverished rural economy

• 
Preparing mass repatriation, UN refugee chief to visit West Africa

‘Please exercise your democratic rights,’ Annan tells Iraqis two days before polls 

28 January - Two days before Iraq holds its first free elections in a generation amid continuing violence and uncertainty, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on Iraqis to turn out in large numbers, cautioned insurgents against intimidating voters and pledged the world body’s continuing help in the future. 

“Elections are the best way to determine any country’s future; please exercise your democratic rights on Sunday,” he said in a videotaped pre-election message to the people of Iraq. “Whatever your feelings about how the country reached this point, this election offers an opportunity to move away from violence and uncertainty toward peace and representative government." 

“To those who seek to disrupt the democratic process, let me say that there can never be justification for murder and intimidation of voters, candidates and election workers. Don’t deny Iraqis who choose to vote their right to do so in freedom and safety,” he added. 

The elections are a crucial first step toward a new constitution and a free and stable Iraq, he said. 

“At this important juncture in Iraq’s political transition, I say to all Iraqis: come together to rebuild your country on democratic foundations,” he declared. “To achieve that, after these elections you will need a national dialogue and an inclusive political process in which as many Iraqis as possible play an active part. 

“The United Nations will do whatever it can to help you succeed on election day and afterwards,” he concluded. 

The UN has been acting in an advisory and technical role to help the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq (IECI) deliver credible and inclusive elections, disbursing more than $100 million from a UN Elections Trust Fund to help organize the vote and coordinating the assistance of the international community. 

This includes tasks such as supporting the drafting of polling regulations, as well as facilitating the delivery of 3 million tons of election materials, including ballot boxes, ballots and specialized information technology equipment. 

With a team of some 40 experts on the ground, led by Carlos Valenzuela, the UN has worked with the IECI and Iraqi officials to prepare, design and update the main voter register system and has trained senior officials in electoral and administrative work. It has also assisted an electoral observation project and media training for Iraqi journalists covering polling day activities. 

Annan disturbed by reports of Sudan's deadly bombing raid on village in Darfur 

28 January - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today he was deeply disturbed by reports that Sudanese Government airplanes have bombed a village in the north of the war-scarred Darfur region, killing or injuring as many as 100 people. 

In a statement issued by his spokesman, Mr. Annan described the attack as "the latest in a series of grave ceasefire violations that have resulted in a large number of civilian casualties, the displacement of thousands of people, and severe access restrictions for relief workers." 

Monitors from the African Union (AU) reported that the Sudanese air force bombed the village of Rahad Kabolong, near the town of Shangil Tobaya in North Darfur state, on Wednesday. UN humanitarian agencies have declared the location around Rahad Kabolong to be a "no-go" area for their staff until further notice. 

Mr. Annan urged both the Government in Khartoum and the rebel movements in Darfur, which took up arms against the Sudanese Government in early 2003, to comply fully with their commitments under the ceasefire agreement they struck last year. 

Tens of thousands of people have been killed and more than 1.8 million others forced from their homes because of the conflict in Darfur, an impoverished and isolated region the size of France on Sudan's western flank. 

Meanwhile, Jan Pronk, Mr. Annan's Special Representative for Sudan, has wrapped up a brief visit to Darfur, where he met AU officials, local community representatives, aid workers and internally displaced persons (IDPs). 

Build up logistics, cooperation with private sector before next tsunami strikes – UN 

28 January - Briefing Member States on the key lessons learned from the United Nations-coordinated relief response to last month's devastating Indian Ocean tsunami, the world body's top relief official today stressed the need to build up logistics, communications and cooperation with the private sector before the next disaster strikes. 

"Our efforts were stymied by infrastructure, logistical problems and multiplicities of various actors," UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland said of what he lauded as a "timely and relevant and effective" international response to the disaster which killed more than 200,000 people in 12 countries, injured over half a million others and left up to 5 million more in need of basic services and at risk of deadly epidemics. 

"We now need to strengthen existing tools and explore additional mechanisms. It is critical to build up our logistical and communications capacity to be able to provide timely support to national governments dealing with large-scale disasters," he added. 

Mr. Egeland was speaking on the same day that a two-day conference opened in Phuket, Thailand, to discuss setting up a tsunami early-warning system in the Indian Ocean, which experts said could have saved scores of thousands of lives had it existed before the tsunami struck on 26 December. 

In a message to the meeting, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said such a system should be under the coordination of the UN. "Our challenge now is to ensure that all the elements of an effective early warning system are integrated and cohesive, especially since so many different actors will be involved," he added. 

At present only the Pacific Rim has such a mechanism, based on earthquake and tidal sensors, speedy communications, alarm networks and disaster preparedness training in vulnerable regions. In the current case, such a system could have allowed hundreds of thousands to flee to higher ground before the massive waves struck. 

Praising the unprecedented cooperation with the private sector, Mr. Egeland noted that in some countries private funding matched or exceeded official funding and came in immediately. 

"Many offers of technical assistance were also made during the crisis and this is now being carefully assessed to build relevant stand-by partnerships before the next disaster strikes," he declared. 

He, too, underscored the need for an early warning system and noted the action plan on disaster reduction drawn up earlier this month at an international conference in Kobe, Japan. 

"Through a faithful implementation of this action plan, we can significantly reduce the number of deaths by natural disasters," he said. "We can improve the world's capacity to provide early warning. We can also apply what we know about risk reduction in the wake of the tsunami by rebuilding so as to reduce vulnerability." 

Mark Malloch Brown, chairman of the UN Development Group, speaking from the same podium as Mr. Egeland, said that now that the relief effort had saved lives it was time to move on to the second phase of helping the survivors regain their livelihoods through rehabilitation and reconstruction and he appealed to donors to stand by their pledges once the media attention flagged. 

"Convert your pledges into contributions, your very generous pledges, please, as quickly as you can. Focus on not just further resources for the very successful first humanitarian phase but also now for the recovery activities, particularly in underfunded countries," he told the Member States. 

"And please, please as the cameras start to go away, sustain your interest and commitment to rebuilding even as this terrible disaster leaves the headlines." 

Aware of the many urgent humanitarian crises crying out for funding elsewhere in the world, Mr. Egeland, as he has done ever since 26 December, appealed to the global community "to please also make your pledges to the tsunami-affected communities additional to the support that you are planning to give generously to other equally affected communities elsewhere." 

In the latest action on the ground, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is preparing to fly in 250 shelter boxes – each for 10 people and containing blankets, a torch, a shovel and water purifying tablets as well as cooking and drinking containers – for 8,000 displaced people in a remote area of Sumatra, Indonesia. 

In Sri Lanka, UNHCR has so far provided plastic sheeting, mats, mosquito nets, kitchen sets and clothing for more than 150,000 survivors. 

Security Council extends UN mission in Georgia for a further six months 

28 January - The Security Council today unanimously extended the mandate of the United Nations observers in Georgia for a further six months, until 31 July, and called for a settlement of the decade-old conflict between the Government and Abkhaz separatists that fully respected the territorial integrity of Georgia. 

Acting on the recommendations of Secretary-General Kofi Annan's latest report, in which he called the UN Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) vital to preventing a flare-up in a conflict that uprooted nearly 300,000 refugees, the Council stressed the need to define the status of Abkhazia within the state of Georgia. 

The Council said it deeply regretted the refusal of the Abkhaz side to discuss the distribution of "competences" between the two parties on grounds of its 1999 unilateral "declaration of independence," and reaffirmed its commitment to "the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally recognized borders." 

UNOMIG, which consists of 130 uniformed personnel, including 119 military observers and 11 civilian police supported by 103 international civilian personnel and 184 local civilian staff, was established in 1994 after an accord reached in Moscow ended the fighting in Georgia's northwestern corner. 

In its resolution, the Council welcomed the commitment of the Georgian side to a peaceful solution and called on both parties to pay urgent attention to the return of refugees and internally displaced persons, recalling that "the Abkhaz side bears a particular responsibility to protect the returnees and to facilitate the return of the remaining displaced population." 

It called on the Abkhaz side to improve law enforcement involving the local population and to address the lack of instruction in their mother tongue for the ethnic Georgian population. 

As in past resolutions, the Council underlined the primary responsibility of both sides to provide appropriate security for UNOMIG and ensure freedom of movement for the Mission as well as the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) peacekeeping force and other international staff, and it strongly condemned the repeated abduction of personnel of those missions. 

It also again called on the parties to bring to justice those responsible for shooting down a UNOMIG helicopter in 2001, killing nine people. 

Mandate of UN force in southern Lebanon extended until July 

28 January - Calling for an end to "serious breaches" of the ceasefire between Israel and Lebanon, the Security Council today extended the mandate of the peacekeeping United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) for another six months and urged Lebanon to deploy an adequate number of security forces along the so-called Blue Line between the two countries. 

Acting on the recommendation of Secretary-General Kofi Annan, the Council unanimously adopted a resolution that continued the operation until 31 July. 

UNIFIL was established in 1978 to confirm the withdrawal of Israelis troops from its northern neighbour, restore international peace and security and help the Lebanese Government regain its authority over the area. 

In its resolution, the Council condemned all acts of violence, "including the recent incidents across the Blue Line that have resulted in the killing and wounding of United Nations military observers." 

It expressed great concern about "the serious breaches and the sea, land and continuing air violations of the withdrawal line, and urges the parties to put an end to these violations, to refrain from any act or provocation that could further escalate the tension and to abide scrupulously by their obligation to respect the safety of the UNIFIL and other United Nations personnel." 

Early this month, a Hizbollah explosive device was blown up as the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) was patrolling an area just south of the Blue Line in the Shab'a Farms, an area which the Lebanese Government considers disputed despite Security Council resolutions to the contrary, the Secretary-General's report on the situation says. 

One IDF soldier was killed and three others wounded. Israel responded with tank and machine gun fire, killing a French UNIFIL observer and wounding his Swedish colleague. 

Another Hizbollah roadside device exploded on the Israeli side of the Blue Line in mid-January, damaging an IDF vehicle. The IDF responded, wounding two Lebanese civilians. 

Rockets fired towards Israel, presumably by Palestinian militants, were detected last year on 9 and 28 October and on 15 November, while Israeli air incursions continued throughout the six-month reporting period from 21 July 2004 to 20 January 2005, the report says. 

UN mission in DR of Congo to look into allegation that village near Bunia attacked 

28 January - A United Nations investigation of allegations that a village near Bunia, in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), was attacked and levelled was postponed until Saturday because of bad weather, the UN peacekeeping mission there said today. 

The village, called Che, 60 kilometres from Bunia in Ituri's Djugu territory, was said to have been reduced to ashes by unidentified assailants, Radio Okapi of the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) reported. 

Members of a German non-governmental organization (NGO) who were trying to visit the village raised the alarm, MONUC said. 

No sign of any progress in deadlocked Western Sahara dispute - Annan 

28 January - More than 13 years after they agreed to a ceasefire, the parties in Western Sahara remain deadlocked politically and there is no sign of any way to advance the stalled peace process, Secretary-General Kofi Annan tells the Security Council in his latest report on the work of the United Nations peacekeeping mission there. 

Mr. Annan warns that the situation in Western Sahara, while currently relatively calm, might deteriorate if the prolonged deadlock between the Moroccan Government and the Frente POLISARIO (Popular Front for the Liberation of the Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de Oro) group is not broken soon. 

"I remain prepared to help the parties find a solution to the current impasse," he says, adding that he is pleased there have been no indications that either side plans to resume hostilities, which were formally suspended when the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO), began operations in September 1991. 

Mr. Annan also welcomes the continuing success of the family visits programme, which has allowed refugees living in camps in southwestern Algeria and residents of towns in Western Sahara to see each other, sometimes for the first time in nearly three decades. He calls on donor countries to spend more to maintain the programme and other confidence-building measures. 

The report states that last Saturday Frente POLISARIO announced the release of two seriously ill Moroccan prisoners of war who have since been repatriated with the help of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). But Mr. Annan says Frente POLISARIO still holds 410 prisoners and he urges the group to release them. 

The report also flags the growing incidence of illegal migration in MINURSO's area of operations, although it notes that both sides have shown a willingness to cooperate to deal with the problem. 

The Security Council requested the report from Mr. Annan last October after they voted then to extend the mandate of MINURSO by another six months until 30 April this year. The Council also asked the Secretary-General to examine the possibility of reducing the size of the Mission, which he states he will discuss in greater detail in his next report. 

UN anti-terror meeting in Kazakhstan ends with call to fight scourge in all its forms 

28 January - Delegates to a United Nations meeting on terrorism have agreed that global action plans to fight the scourge should encourage countries to become parties to the dozen international anti-terror treaties already on the books and underscored the world body's central role in the effort. 

In a statement adopted at the conclusion of the fourth special meeting of the UN Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC) in Almaty, Kazakhstan, delegates also stressed the importance of universal adherence to and full implementation of international treaties against the proliferation of nuclear, biological or chemical weapons as a complement to worldwide anti-terrorist efforts. 

The statement reaffirmed "the imperative to combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations." 

The two-day meeting ended yesterday and drew representatives from more than 50 countries as well as 36 international, regional and sub-regional organizations, covering issues ranging from terrorism financing and international cooperation to arms trafficking and improving border control. 

The event was co-sponsored by the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and the CTC, which was created in the aftermath of the 11 September 2001 terror attacks against the United States to bolster the ability of all countries to fight terrorism. 

Despite bumper harvest, 2.2 million Ethiopians need emergency food aid – UN 

28 January - Despite a bumper harvest and a sharp reduction in needs, 2.2 million Ethiopians will still require emergency food assistance this year, while a further 5 million suffering from chronic hunger will receive cash and food transfers under a new safety net programme, according to a joint United Nation report issued today. 

It estimated emergency food requirements for 2005 at 387,500 tons, compared with 965,000 tons last year when 7 million people needed the assistance. 

“For the first time in the history of food aid assistance in Ethiopia, there is a different response to the needs of acutely undernourished people as opposed to the chronically hungry,” said Georgia Shaver, Ethiopia Country Director for the UN World Food Programme (WFP), which drew up the report together with the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Ethiopia. 

Emergency food needs are defined as the requirements of those affected by acute or unpredictable disasters, which are mainly drought-induced, while the new Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) tackles longer-term food security needs, constituting a move away from the traditional way of managing chronic and predictable food needs. 

“Ideally, the PSNP will help families to create and maintain assets and decrease households’ vulnerability to shocks and crises in the future,” Ms. Shaver said. 

The report projected the harvest from the 2004 main season to be more than 24 per cent above the 2003 revised estimate of 11.49 million tons and 21 per cent above the average for the past five years. 

With the harvest coming onto the market, it said timely marketing and transport would be critical in 2005. “Local purchase of cereals for food assistance programmes is recommended as far as possible, so as to assist domestic markets and farmers,” Henri Josserand, Chief of FAO’s Global Information and Early Warning System, said. 

The report voiced concern about pastoral areas in eastern and southern Ethiopia where prolonged drought has led to acute water and fodder shortages, while erratic and poorly distributed rains have also affected some central and northern areas which already have large numbers of vulnerable people and are now expected to face increased food insecurity. 

Agriculture is the main economic activity in Ethiopia, contributing to 45 per cent of the gross domestic product with 80 per cent of the population earning a living directly or indirectly from agricultural activities. 

UN atomic watchdog warns anew on nuclear weapons falling into terrorist hands 

28 January - If terrorists are to be prevented from getting their hands on weapons of mass destruction, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) must be strengthened, the head of the United Nations atomic watchdog agency has told world leaders, politicians and economists attending this year’s World Economic Forum. 

The NPT regime “clearly needs reinforcement,” International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei told the annual gathering in the Swiss Alpine ski resort of Davos in the latest of several warnings he has given in the past two years on the dangers of the combination of terrorism and the proliferation of nuclear materials. 

“In recent years, three phenomena – the emergence of a nuclear black market, the determined efforts by additional countries to acquire the technology to produce the fissile material useable in nuclear weapons, and the clearly expressed desire of terrorists to acquire weapons of mass destruction – have radically altered the security landscape,” he said. 

He emphasized that steps can be taken to reinforce the regime, citing proposals he has made toward building a stronger “collective security framework.” He urged States to act on the steps at the upcoming NPT Review Conference, which convenes in May at UN Headquarters in New York. 

In a speech last November at Stanford University, California, Mr. ElBaradei called for agreement on benchmarks for non-proliferation and disarmament including adoption by all States of additional safeguards; tightening controls over the export of nuclear materials and technology; and multilateral control over the sensitive parts of the nuclear fuel cycle such as enrichment, reprocessing and disposal of spent fuel. 

He also urged that States not be allowed to withdraw from the NPT – as the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) has done – without clear consequences, including prompt review and appropriate action by the Security Council. The international community should also work rapidly to reduce the stockpiles of high enriched uranium and plutonium around the globe, and to strengthen the protection of existing nuclear material and facilities, he said. 

An essential benchmark would be that a concrete roadmap for verified, irreversible nuclear disarmament, complete with a timetable, and involving not only the NPT nuclear weapon States but also India, Pakistan and Israel, is at last put in place. 

UN agency grants Armenia new loan to boost its impoverished rural economy 

28 January - With output in Armenia still only about 65 per cent of its level in 1990 when it gained independence from the former Soviet Union, the United Nations is granting a new $15.3 million loan to help boost the economy of rural areas, which cover about 80 per cent of the impoverished Caucasus country. 

Armenian President Robert Kocharian today visited the Rome headquarters of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) to mark the agreement, which was being signed by IFAD President Lennart Båge and the Armenian Agriculture Minister Davit Lokyan. 

The loan, on highly concessional terms, will support the Rural Areas Economic Development Programme, building on the progress made by IFAD’s three previous initiatives in Armenia, which involved total financing of $36.5 million to improve food security in rural areas and meet the challenges of a market economy. 

The new programme targets unemployed men and women, small and medium farms, rural entrepreneurs, agro-processors and traders. It consists of a package of measures, including: loans for investment and working capital; grant-financing of small-scale infrastructure; and training in developing a business. It is expected that thousands of small- and medium-sized enterprises in rural areas will be created or enlarged as a result. 

The programme also aims to increase returns from farm labour, bringing higher levels of disposable income and to facilitate farmers’ access to markets. Most of the funds will be channelled through private banks and other financial institutions by means of an innovative refinancing facility. 

IFAD is a specialized UN agency dedicated to eradicating rural poverty in developing countries. Seventy-five per cent of the world’s poorest people – 900 million people – live in rural areas and depend on agriculture and related activities for their livelihoods. Through low-interest loans and grants, IFAD works with governments to develop and finance programmes and projects that enable rural poor people to overcome poverty themselves. 

There are close to 200 ongoing IFAD-supported rural poverty eradication programmes and projects worldwide, totalling $6.5 billion. IFAD has invested about $3 billion in these initiatives. 

Preparing mass repatriation, UN refugee chief to visit West Africa 

28 January - With West Africa now at the centre of a huge repatriation movement as hundreds of thousands of people uprooted by long-running civil wars return home, the head of the United Nations refugee agency begins a six-day mission to the region on Sunday for talks with all sectors, ranging from presidents to the returnees themselves. 

The four-nation tour will take UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ruud Lubbers first to Guinea and then on to Sierra Leone, Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire, all of them torn in recent years by civil war or unrest and flooded with refugee influxes from each other. 

Mr. Lubbers is scheduled to meet with Heads of State, top government and UN officials in the region, refugees, returnees, UNHCR’s implementing partners and staff. In Sierra Leone, he is expected to visit areas of the country where refugees have returned, seeing first-hand how they are faring. UNHCR’s voluntary repatriation programme there ended in mid-2004, with some 280,000 refugees electing to return home. 

He will then cross the border to Liberia with a convoy of Liberian refugees returning home. UNHCR launched its voluntary repatriation programme for Liberian refugees last October. An expected 340,000 people are expected to be repatriated by the time the programme ends in 2007. Already, more than 6,000 Liberians have returned from neighbouring West African countries on regular convoys by land, sea and air. 

On his final stop Mr. Lubbers will visit neighbouring Côte d’Ivoire, which in November last year saw an exodus of refugees into Liberia. Some 10,000 were registered at the height of the crisis, which has now eased. 

Africa will get help with overwhelming challenges of urbanization – UN agency 

28 January - The United Nations housing agency, the European Commission and several African governments have pledged to collaborate more in tackling the problems stemming from urban sprawl and largely unplanned cities in the continent. 

At a three-day regional workshop in Nairobi, Kenya, representatives of 16 African countries, the EC, the European Union’s executive arm, and the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) agreed that the overwhelming challenges of rapid urbanization could only be addressed by partnerships. 

UN-HABITAT said Africa needed to develop sustainable human settlements that would include the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by protecting the environment, providing good infrastructure and promoting economic growth, social equity, poverty reduction and cultural and ethnic tolerance. 

“Africa now has the world’s highest urbanization rates with an annual rate of urban growth of about 4 per cent – almost twice that of Latin America and Asia,” it said. “Currently, 37 per cent of the total African population lives in cities, but the figure is expected to rise to 53 per cent by 2030.” 

The participants said urgent help was needed with housing policy formulation, urban planning and management, environmental urban management, collecting and analyzing urban development indicators and statistics, participatory urban governance, decentralization and strengthening of local authorities, and housing and infrastructure finance. 

The problems that needed addressing also included post-disaster rehabilitation and reconstruction, urban safety, urban-rural linkages, safe water supplies, adequate sanitation, preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS and enhancing its treatment. 

Annan expresses shock after bomb attack kills former UN official from Bangladesh 

28 January - Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced his shock and sadness at the death of a former United Nations official who was killed in a fatal bomb attack at a political rally in Bangladesh. 

According to news reports, four other people were killed following the bombing Thursday in northeastern Bangladesh at a rally of an opposition political party. Dozens of others were injured. 

Mr. Kibria was Executive-Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) from 1981 to 1992, and the former Bangladeshi Finance Minister also served as his country's representative to the UN Office in Geneva (UNOG). 

In a statement released by his spokesman, Mr. Annan praised Mr. Kibria's "long and distinguished career in public service" and called for the perpetrators of the bombing to be brought to justice. He also offered his condolences to Mr. Kibria's family and others affected by his death. 

UN-affiliated University of Peace gets new rector 

28 January - A new rector has been named for the United Nations-affiliated University of Peace in Costa Rica, which offers graduate studies in fields ranging from conflict prevention and human security to human rights and environmental security. 

Julia Marton-Lefèvre will succeed Dr. Martin Lees on 1 May, according to an announcement by Maurice Strong, the university council's chair and Special Adviser to UN Secretary-General. 

"Ms. Marton-Lefèvre brings more than 30 years of experience in areas closely related to the mission of UPEACE. Her experience with the United Nations, with professional and other non-governmental organizations (NGOs), as well as her having been executive director of the International Council for Science (ICSU), allows her to provide the necessary leadership to build and consolidate the progress of the UPEACE team," Mr. Strong said. 

Mr. Lees, who was rector for five years, has agreed to continue assisting the university by becoming rector emeritus and special adviser, he added. 

The University for Peace was established in 1980 through a resolution of the UN General Assembly under the leadership of Rodrigo Carazo, who became the first UPEACE rector and is also rector emeritus. 

The university was set up as a treaty organization and includes a special university charter. It has enrolled students from 37 countries and offers master's and doctoral degrees. 

_____________________________________________________________________

28 January 2005

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**SG Leaves for Abuja
The Secretary-General is currently en route to Abuja, Nigeria, where he will attend the African Union Summit over the weekend.

Then on Monday, he will travel to Yaoundé, Cameroon, to meet with President Paul Biya, as a follow-on to his efforts to facilitate Nigeria’s and Cameroon’s resolution of their boundary dispute in the BakassiPeninsula following their acceptance of a World Court ruling of October 2002.

He will return to New York on Tuesday.

**SG’s Iraq Message
In a videotaped message to the Iraqi people, the Secretary-General said elections are the best way to determine the country’s future.  He encouraged them to exercise their democratic right as this election offers an opportunity to move away from violence and uncertainty towards peace and representative government. 

Speaking to those who seek to disrupt the process, the Secretary-General said that there can never be justification for the murder and intimidation of voters, candidates and election workers.

In closing, he called on all Iraqis to come together and rebuild their country on democratic foundations.  To that aim, he said, Iraq needs a national dialogue and an inclusive political process in which as many Iraqis as possible play an active part.

“The United Nations will do whatever it can”, he said, “to help you succeed on election day and afterwards.”

We have the full statement available upstairs.  And the video was made available at 8 o’clock this morning.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman regarding Sudan:

“The Secretary-General is deeply disturbed by an attack near the town of Shangil Tobaya in the Darfur region of Sudan.  According to monitors of the African Union, government aircraft bombed the area on Wednesday.  This is the latest in a series of grave ceasefire violations that have resulted in a large number of civilian casualties, the displacement of thousands of people, and severe access restrictions for relief workers.  The Secretary-General calls on the Government of Sudan and the rebel movements in the Darfur region immediately to comply fully with their commitments under the ceasefire agreement and all relevant Security Council resolutions.”

**Sudan/UN Mission Update
Also on Sudan, the UN Mission there reports that the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, returned today from a trip to Darfur. 

He had been in Nyala, in South Darfur, where he held meetings with local community representatives, the commander of the African Union forces there, humanitarian workers and internally displaced persons.

On the humanitarian front, the Mission reports that agencies are planning to provide humanitarian assistance to 1,000 recently arrived internally displaced persons in Foraboranga, in West Darfur.

**Tsunami
On the tsunami, yesterday, a joint team from the UN refugee agency, or UNHCR, and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) visited the town of Teunom on Sumatra’s west coast, where some 8,000 people have been displaced.  Because supplies can only be flown in by helicopter, UNHCR is preparing to fly in 250 shelter boxes.  Each box is for 10 people and contains blankets, a torch, a shovel, and water purification tablets, as well as cooking oil and drinking containers.

This weekend, in the town of Meulaboh, the first UNHCR-built camp in the area will begin to receive displaced persons.  The camp has 112 tents for 560 persons.

In Sri Lanka, UNHCR has so far provided plastic sheeting, mats, mosquito nets, kitchen sets and clothing for more than 150,000 tsunami survivors.  It is also in contact with Muslim widows in the east, trying to assess their needs now that they have lost their husbands, houses and livelihoods.

Meanwhile, the two-day conference to discuss the establishment of a regional tsunami early-warning system in the Indian Ocean opened in Phuket, Thailand, today.  In a message to the meeting, the Secretary-General says that such a system should be under the coordination of the UN.

And we have the full text of that message upstairs.

**Security Council
The Security Council this morning unanimously adopted a resolution that extends the mandate of the UN Mission in Georgia by six months, until the end of July.

In the resolution, the Council also regrets the lack of progress on the initiation of political status negotiations, and calls on both sides to participate in constructive negotiations.

This afternoon, at 3:00, the Council will hold consultations on Lebanon, with a view to a formal meeting afterward on a resolution on the mandate of the UN Interim Force in that country.

**MONUC – Village Attack
The UN Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo will tomorrow investigate reports of a possible attack in the village of Che, in the Ituri district, in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

The investigation was meant to take place today, but had to be postponed due to heavy rains around the town of Bunia.

Reports of the Wednesday attack come from a German NGO which was trying to visit that village.

**SG/Western Sahara Report
The Secretary-General’s latest report on Western Sahara is out on the racks today.

In it, he says he’s concerned that if not reversed, the continuation of the prolonged political deadlock between Morocco and the Frente POLISARIO might lead to deterioration of the situation in Western Sahara.

He also urges donor countries to provide the funding necessary to continue confidence-building measures undertaken by the UN Mission there. 

**Counter-Terrorism
The fourth special meeting of the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee with international, regional and subregional organizations ended yesterday in Almaty, Kazakhstan, with the adoption of a joint statement. 

The statement reaffirms the imperative to combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and acknowledged the central role of the Counter-Terrorism Committee, including its Executive Directorate.

Representatives of 36 international, regional and subregional organizations, and of over 50 countries, participated in the conference. 

**Guyana Floods
There is a risk of further flooding in Guyana due to more heavy rains, according to the UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination team in that country.

Currently, UNICEF and the World Health Organisation are working to address health issues and deliver basic supplies.

And for its part, the World Food Programme will deliver emergency food assistance for 30 days to 10,000 people, focusing on pregnant women and children under the age of five.

We have a press release on that. 

**Ethiopia
Ethiopia is enjoying a bumper harvest this year, according to a joint report issued today by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP).

The increase in production follows an extended rainy season, increased use of fertilizer, and improved seeds.

But the report also notes that 2.2 million Ethiopians will need emergency assistance in 2005.  Of particular concern are the pastoral areas in eastern and southern Ethiopia, where prolonged drought has led to acute water and fodder shortages.

We have a press release on that. 

**Afghanistan
Antonio Maria Costa, the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), arrived in Afghanistan yesterday for a three-day visit.  He will hold discussions with senior Afghan authorities on illicit opium-poppy cultivation.  In addition to the critical issues of opium production and alternative livelihoods, Costa will also discuss issues of drug abuse, drug trafficking and criminal justice reform.

**UPEACE
Maurice Strong, Chair of the Council of the University for Peace, who is also a Special Advisor to the Secretary-General, announced today the appointment of Julia Marton-Lefèvre as the University’s new Rector.

UPEACE, as the University is known, is based near San Jose, Costa Rica.  It was established in 1980 as a treaty organization pursuant to a resolution of the United Nations General Assembly to serve the peace and security goals of the UN through education, training and research.

Ms. Marton-Lefèvre replaces the current Rector, Martin Lees, who is leaving after five years of highly successful efforts at revitalizing and developing the University of Peace.  We have more information on that.

**Week Ahead at United Nations
And we have the Week in Review to help you cover the UN next week.

Any questions?

Yes, Abdurrahim?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Yes, Fred.  It’s about the SG’s address to the Iraqis this morning.  When he says whatever your feelings about how the country reached this point, is that a reference to the responsibility of Saddam’s regime or is it a reference to the occupation in Iraq?

Spokesman:  I think he is referring to, among other things, the divisive debates not only within the Security Council but worldwide, over the military intervention.  So, he is saying, as he has been saying for a long time, let’s put that behind us and now focus on the future.  And what is in everyone’s interest is the stabilization of Iraq and he feels that the elections are the best route towards stability. 

Question:  And did he make a deliberate effort to avoid using either invasion, as some Iraqis call it, or liberation as some Americans call it, in this address?

Spokesman:  He said what he said; and I don’t think we need to analyse what words weren’t used in that statement.

Question:  Just one more.  When he says to those who seek to disrupt the democratic process, how democratic does the SG think this process is up to this point in time?

Spokesman:  Well, the United Nations elections experts have been advising the Iraqi Electoral Commission all along on the legal framework for; on the procedures for them; and you heard Carina Perelli and Kieran Prendergast say earlier this week that everything has been done to prepare these elections properly.

So, I think that in our view, everything has been set in place for a valid election process.  And, of course, what everyone is concerned about is that the security situation in the country could have a negative impact on the outcome.  But, let’s wait and see what happens on Sunday.

Question:  Just one more bit of nit-picking, if I may.  Again, the reference to the democratic process, is he saying that there is already democracy in Iraq, or is he referring to the system in place as it may develop into a democracy subsequently?

Spokesman:  This is obviously a country that’s en route to a democratic process of government, that’s been laid out in the transitional law.  So, we are in the middle of a process that will eventually, we hope, produce a democratic system of government coming out of an autocratic system under Saddam Hussein.

Yes, Jonathan, go ahead.

Question:  Now that Paul Volcker’s links to Power Corporation and thus to Total Oil and BNP/Paribas have been exposed, could you tell us whether the Secretary-General knew about those apparent conflicts of interest before appointing him and just chose to ignore them or whether Paul Volcker was not forthcoming in disclosing all his links?  And if that is the case, does the SG think that it might now be better for Mr. Volcker to step down to preserve the integrity of the investigation?
Spokesman:  I believe that Mr. Volcker’s office issued an explanation of his connection to that company and provided, as well, an explanation of why he would not see it as a conflict of interest.

Question:  They actually didn’t provide that.  They simply confirmed that he was connected.

Spokesman:  Well, that depends on your reading of that piece of paper.  So, the Secretary-General, to my knowledge, was not aware of this particular connection.  What he was aware of is Mr. Volcker’s outstanding reputation and integrity.  And it was on that basis that he asked Mr. Volcker to lead this investigation.  He has no reason now to regret that choice.

Question:  Now, in every democratic country, the standard for public life; the lawyers’ code is not to avoid an actual conflict of interest.  It’s to avoid the appearance of a conflict of interest.  It’s very hard for you or anybody else to argue that there isn’t, at the very least, an appearance of a conflict of interest.  That is, for instance, why Henry Kissinger and Senator George Mitchell did not want to serve on the 9/11 Commission.  They didn’t want to risk the appearance of a conflict of interest.  Why does the UN and Paul Volcker hold themselves to a different standard to that in any other area of public life?

Spokesman:  I think that’s a judgement that you are making; that there is the appearance of conflict of interest... (Interrupted).

Question:  You’re saying there’s not an appearance of conflict of interest?

Spokesman:  I am saying it’s not convincing, the allegations that you’re putting forward.  And we’re satisfied with Mr. Volcker’s explanation as prepared in that paper that his office produced.  So, I see no reason that, from the United Nations’ point of view, we should have any less confidence in Mr. Volcker today than when he was first named.  And otherwise, I would invite you to address that question to him.

Anything else?  Yes?

Question:  I wanted to ask, General-Secretary claimed there are $100 million collected by the UN to support the Iraqi elections.  What’s the total amount of money these elections needed?

Spokesman:  I frankly don’t know what you’re talking about.  So, come to my office afterwards, if we can help you with that, we will.

[To Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President, who was in the room]:  Djibril, you have nothing today, right?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Nothing.

Spokesman:  Thank you very much.  Enjoy the weekend, see you on Monday.

* *** *
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