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Other Environment-related News

· Times of India – Punjab reeling under water scarcity
· BBC - Lowland gorilla numbers plummet 


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROE
· ROWA




Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of   March  2004

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  March 2004

Korea Times 

UN Director Calls for Korea's Role in Tackling Poverty
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By Soh Ji-young
Staff Reporter
CHEJU — Korea’s rise from poverty is an impressive example that many developing countries can follow, said Anna Tibaijuka, executive director of the United Nations Human Settlements Program (UN-Habitat). 

``South Korea has achieved economic growth in a short amount of time, but is also showing resolve to solve environmental problems,’’ Tibaijuka said. 

The highest ranking African woman in the United Nations, Tibaijuka came to Cheju to take part in the United Nations Environment Program’s (UNEP) global conference on water, sanitation and human settlements.

Korea must use its experience of fighting poverty to lead the international community, the U.N. director said, adding that the country’s hosting of this year’s UNEP conference, the first in Asia, is significant in this sense.

``Poverty is the biggest polluter,’’ she said. 

However, Korea’s dynamic economic growth and rapid urbanization have also created many problems such as the acute rise in the country’s urban poor, the U.N. director said, urging the country to now focus attention on balance rather than development. 

``Korea must now slow down its growth and plan first before pushing for development,’’ the 53-year-old said. 

``Political leaders must take a strong initiative to devise comprehensive urban policies, such as strengthening job training for low-income classes and building group housing facilities,’’ the director said. 

A Tanzanian national, Tibaijuka joined UN-Habitat as executive director in September 2000 and has spearheaded global policies on improving the lives of the urban poor.

UN-Habitat was previously the United Nations Center for Human Settlements, but was upgraded to a fully-fledged U.N. program under Tabaijuka’s leadership.

She left Cheju on Tuesday.

Yonhap News

Environment Ministers Discuss Women's Engagement in Water Policies 
SEOGWIPO, 

March 30 (Yonhap) –

- Female environment ministers from around the globe gathered on South Korea's southern resort island of Jeju to seek ways to enhance the role of women in making decisions on water policies. 

The meeting entitled "Women, Water and Sanitation" was held on the sidelines of the eighth Special Session of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), which had kicked off Monday for a three-day run. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Islands face major waste problem 

By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent in Jeju, Korea 


One of the biggest problems facing many small island states is a growing volume of rubbish, the United Nations says. 
The UN Environment Programme estimates the plastic wastes they have to tackle have risen fivefold since the 1990s. 

It says the problem is now as serious as sea level rise, over-fishing, water shortages and inadequate sanitation; and may be putting off many tourists. 

Unep is helping the island states to deal with their waste, but acknowledges much more should, and could, be done. 

It cites the example of the Pacific island of Nauru, which now has a blue-green shoreline - not from the colour of the sea, but because of the mounds of discarded beer cans which disfigure its beaches. 

Unsightly problem 
Unep says the throw-away society threatens people's health, encouraging pests like rats which spread disease. 

It also helps to undermine livelihoods, as tourists are less likely to return to a rubbish-strewn paradise. 

A short walk along any coastline close to human habitation in the Pacific Islands will reveal many examples of inappropriate waste disposal 


Unep released several reports on the problems of small island developing states (which it calls Sids) during the annual meeting here of its governing council, which ends on 31 March. 

Dr Klaus Toepfer, Unep's executive director, said: "Small islands across the Caribbean, Indian Ocean and the Pacific are some of the most vulnerable nations on Earth. 

"They are threatened by global warming in the guise of more extreme weather events and rising sea levels, and their water supplies are often restricted. 

"Many are also found in remote locations and have limited natural resources, which in turn makes them economically vulnerable. 

"Handling solid wastes from industry, households and tourism is emerging as another issue with which they need advice and help. Such wastes are not only unsightly and a threat to wildlife; they can also contaminate rivers and groundwater as they slowly degrade." 

Solid issue 
Unep and other UN agencies and waste experts have been helping the islanders to face the waste problem. But Dr Toepfer said: "We need to do much more right across the range of wastes if we are to ensure a clean, healthy and sustainable environment for the citizens of these states." 

Unep's reports on the waste problem were compiled by its Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities and its Global International Waters Assessment. 

They make clear that what happens to rubbish and litter is only part of a wider waste crisis: Caribbean islands discharge 90% of their wastewater untreated, and in parts of the north-east Pacific the level of untreated sewage is 98%. 

And the reports say the provision of facilities for disposing of waste often leaves "social attitudes" unchanged. 

One report says: "A short walk along any coastline close to human habitation in the Pacific Islands will reveal many examples of inappropriate waste disposal, even in areas where there is a municipal collection system such as the city of Suva, in Fiji." 

Another says "the most critical issue" for island states in the Indian Ocean is disposing of  solid wastes.

Taipei Times

Tourism trashes island nations

HAZARD: Small islands in the Caribbean and the Pacific Ocean targeted by tourists cannot cope with large amounts of waste, creating economic and health concerns 

AP , JEJU, SOUTH KOREA 
Wednesday, Mar 31, 2004,Page 5 

Small island "paradise" countries are increasingly being trashed by piles of solid waste and sewage they have neither the money nor space to cope with, the UN warned yesterday at a global environment summit. 

The new trend is a health and economic hazard and linked to exploding tourism in places like the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean, the UN said in a report. 

The findings were released as environment ministers from around the globe gathered for the second day of a UN Environment Program summit dealing with water and sanitation. The summit ends today. 

Developing small island countries are especially vulnerable because they are burdened by an influx of tourism, but often lack the landfill space, expensive incinerators or treatment plants to deal with garbage and human waste. 

Since the early 1990s, the level of plastic waste on small islands has increased fivefold, according to the UNEP study. In the Caribbean, about 90 percent of sewage is discharged untreated into surrounding seas; in the Pacific, about 98 percent. 

Worldwide, about one in 20 people who go swimming in the oceans get sick because of such discharge, said Veerle Vandeweed, chief coordinator of the study. 

Ironically, most of the environmental damage from tourism comes during the construction of resorts, not their operation, because of decisions to build too close to fragile coastlines and industrial waste, Vandeweed said. 

The rapid development could backfire on the islands, if their allure as a tourist destination is spoiled by environmental degradation, UNEP warned. 

The shoreline of the Pacific isle of Nauru, for example, appears blue-green in aerial photos, not from coral reefs, but from mounds of discarded beer cans, UNEP said. 

The piled-up trash also supports vermin such as rats, which carry such diseases as plague, scabies and other tropical sicknesses. 

Economically, polluted coastal waters create oxygen-starved dead zones devoid of fish that undermine traditional island fishing industries. 

The Alliance of Small Island States, a group of 45 island nations, is working with aid agencies, private industry and other governments to win access to better waste disposal technology and funding, chairman Jagdish Koonjul said. 

Sanitation problems are exacerbated on the islands because of the lack of fresh water. Rising ocean levels worldwide, triggered in part by global warming, have meant that freshwater wells are increasingly tainted with seawater, Koonjul said. 

Globally about 1.1 billion people lack access to safe drinking water, while another 2.4 billion lacked access to basic sanitation, UNEP said. Nearly 5,000 children die every day from diseases caused by a lack of water. 

The discussions in Jeju, a South Korean resort island, will form a basis for talks next month in New York with the UN Commission on Sustainable Development 

That meeting will assess progress toward the UN's target of halving the number of people with no access to safe drinking water or basic sanitation by 2015. 

The current forum will try to generate a Jeju Initiative that will identify concrete measures to be taken to reach those goals, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said. 

Supplying safe water is increasingly difficult because the world population is growing so fast, by about 77 million people a year, UNEP says. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

CBS News.Com

Paradise Islands Choked With Trash
JEJU, South Korea, March 30, 2004


Island "paradise" countries are increasingly threatened by piles of garbage and sewage they don't have the money or space to dispose of, the United Nations warned Tuesday at a global environment summit. 

The new trend is a health and economic hazard and linked to exploding tourism in places like the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean, the United Nations said in a report. 

Garbage now rates among rising sea levels, overfishing and water shortages as a top danger to these small countries, and may be turning off tourists, the United Nations said. 

The findings were released as environment ministers from around the globe gathered for the second day of a U.N. Environment Program summit dealing with water and sanitation. The summit ends Wednesday. 

"Small islands across the Caribbean, Indian Ocean and the Pacific are some of the most vulnerable nations on Earth," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said. "Handling solid wastes from industry, households and tourism is emerging as another issue with which they need advice and help." 

Developing small island countries are burdened by an influx of tourism, but often lack the landfill space, expensive incinerators or treatment plants to deal with garbage and human waste. 

Since the early 1990s, the level of plastic waste on small islands has increased fivefold, according to the UNEP study. In the Caribbean, about 90 percent of sewage is discharged untreated into surrounding seas; in the Pacific, about 98 percent. 

Worldwide, about one in 20 people who go swimming in the oceans get sick because of such discharge, said Veerle Vandeweed, chief coordinator of the study. 

Ironically, most of the environmental damage from tourism comes during the construction of resorts, not their operation, because of decisions to build too close to fragile coastlines and industrial waste, Vandeweed said. In the Caribbean alone, the number of tourists rose 19 percent to 17.1 million a year from 1993 to 1997. 

The rapid development could backfire on the islands, if their allure as a tourist destination is spoiled by environmental degradation, UNEP warned. 

The shoreline of the Pacific isle of Nauru, for example, appears blue-green in aerial photos, not from coral reefs, but from mounds of discarded beer cans, UNEP said. 

The report found that in Samoa, creeks running into Apia harbor are "heavily choked with domestic rubbish adjacent to people’s homes and the roadway." In Madagascar, 94 percent of waste and rubbish is never collected at all. 

The piled-up trash also supports vermin such as rats, which carry such diseases as plague, scabies and other tropical sicknesses. 

Economically, polluted coastal waters create oxygen-starved dead zones devoid of fish that undermine traditional island fishing industries. 

The Alliance of Small Island States, a group of 45 island nations, is working with aid agencies, private industry and other governments to win access to better waste disposal technology and funding, chairman Jagdish Koonjul said. 

"Many small island developing states … have launched public awareness campaigns and the people have responded," Koonjul said. "But the fact remains that unless you have ways of re-using and recycling rubbish, it is difficult to know what to do with materials such as plastics including plastic bags, aluminum and paper." 

Sanitation problems are exacerbated on the islands because of the lack of fresh water. Rising ocean levels worldwide, triggered in part by global warming, have meant that freshwater wells are increasingly tainted with seawater, Koonjul said. 

Globally about 1.1 billion people lack access to safe drinking water, while another 2.4 billion lacked access to basic sanitation, UNEP said. Nearly 5,000 children die every day from diseases caused by a lack of water. 

The discussions in Jeju, a South Korean resort island, will form a basis for talks next month in New York with the U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development 

That meeting will assess progress toward the United Nation's target of halving the number of people with no access to safe drinking water or basic sanitation by 2015. 

The current forum will try to generate a Jeju Initiative that will identify concrete measures to be taken to reach those goals, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said. 

Supplying safe water is increasingly difficult because the world population is growing so fast, by about 77 million people a year, UNEP says. 

The Washington Times

Refuse blighting world's small islands
JEJU, South Korea, March 30 (UPI) -- Solid wastes are threatening to overrun many of the world's small island states, United Nations Environment Program reports.

UNEP estimates plastic wastes alone have risen fivefold on the islands since the 1990s, BBC News Online reported Tuesday.

The problem has become as serious as sea-level rises, over-fishing, water shortages and inadequate sanitation, officials said, and it also could be deterring tourism. 

For example, the Pacific island of Nauru now has a blue-green shoreline -- not from the color of the sea, but because of mounds of discarded beer cans littering its beaches. 

"A short walk along any coastline close to human habitation in the Pacific Islands will reveal many examples of inappropriate waste disposal, even in areas where there is a municipal collection system," according to a UNEP report on the issue.

"Small islands across the Caribbean, Indian Ocean and the Pacific are some of the most vulnerable nations on Earth," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director. He said UNEP and other UN agencies and waste experts have been helping the islanders to face the waste problem.

UNEP is holding its annual meeting this week in Jeju, Korea.

Terra Daily

Paradise lost to rusting beer cans, trash: environment experts
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JEJU, South Korea (AFP) Mar 30, 2004
The shoreline of the tiny Pacific island of Nauru has turned a blue-green color under the swaying palm trees as rusting beer cans pollute the once pristine beaches, experts at an environmental summit said here Tuesday.

The allure of Nauru and other so-called "paradise islands" that are dependent on tourist dollars for survival is rapidly vanishing and they need urgent help in managing a problem they are unable to deal with alone, they said.

"Many small island paradises are heaving under rising levels of rubbish and waste," the UN Environment Program said in a report.

"Such wastes are not only unsightly and a threat to wildlife, they can also contaminate rivers and ground waters as they slowly degrade," said Klaus Toepfer, the UNEP's executive director.

Toepfer said the small island states were "some of the most vulnerable nations on the Earth" because of their remote location and limited natural resources.

"They are threatened by global warming in the guise of more extreme weather events and rising sea levels, and their water supplies are often restricted," he added.

The planet's dwindling supplies of fresh and sanitary water is a key problem for environment ministers and officials from more than 100 nations meeting here for a second day Tuesday.

Globally, one in six people on the planet live without access to fresh water, according to statistics supplied by the United Nations.

The UNEP's Global International Waters Assessment report cited the reckless dumping of waste as an emerging threat to the small island developing states.

"Pollution of water supplies is potentially region-wide, due to inadequate treatment of domestic waste water and inadequate solid waste disposal," said the report, referring to the Pacific islands.

Since the 1990s, the volume of plastic waste in the region has grown five fold with 80 percent of untreated sewage discharged from islands in the Caribbean and 98 percent in parts of the north-east Pacific, it said.

Jagdish Koonjul of the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius, chairman of the 45-member Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS), said rising sea levels were also a threat to fresh water supplies.

"You can talk about the contamination of water. We have rising sea levels which are now affecting the fresh water sources," said Koonjul.

The UNEP warns that unless action is taken, a third of the world's population is likely to suffer from chronic water shortages within a few decades.

The situation in war-ravaged Afghanistan is also critical, Yusuf Nuristani, minister of irrigation and the environment, said. Only 12 percent of urban dwellers have access to drinking water.

After two decades of war, Kabul's water supply system is losing up to 60 percent due to system leaks, according to a UN report.

"We have plenty of water because two-thirds of Afghanistan is mountainous," the minister said.

"If we could control or manage this, I think we would have enough water."

Pollution is a recurring theme of the three-day conference, which blamed over-use of nitrogen in fertilizers and other pollutants for the spread of so-called "dead zones" in the world's oceans which have doubled since 1990 to nearly 150.

Air pollution cloaking Asian and other mega-cities of the world is also high on the conference agenda. In particular, experts are concerned about the environmental threat from sand storms driven by high winds from the deserts of China over the Korean peninsula and Japan, reaching as far as the US West Coast.

The UNEP described the storms as a "significant health, economic and environmental threat to the region and beyond."

USIA NEWS                                                                         

 30 March 2004                                                       

 "Throwaway Society" Said to Be Hurting World's Small Island States         

 U.N. says urgent help needed to fight "rising tide" of waste               

 By Eric Green                                                              

 Washington File Staff Writer                                               

 Washington -- Urgent international help is needed to fight a "rising tide"  of rubbish and waste in the world's small island developing states (SIDS),  the United Nations says.                                                   

 In a March 30 statement, the U.N. said that since the early 1990s, the levels of plastic waste thrown away by people visiting and living in the  SIDS has increased five-fold, and that the problems of rubbish and litter  

 are part of a wider global waste crisis.                                   

 The U.N. said other problems for the SIDS include rising sea levels, over-fishing, shortages of proper drinking water, and inadequate sanitation services.                                                       

 Small island states in the Caribbean, Indian Ocean, and the Pacific are some of the most vulnerable nations on Earth, the U.N. said. In the Caribbean islands, the U.N. said 90 percent of wastewater is discharged    

 untreated.                                                                 

 In another example of how waste is hurting small island states, the U.N.    cited the Pacific Island of Nauru, which now has a blue-green shoreline.    But the U.N. said the color has nothing to do with the shoreline being     

 next to a beautiful azure sea, but rather from mounds of discarded beers, which have a blue- green shade. The waste "not only threatens public health but also livelihoods, since many SIDS depend on income from         

 tourists," the U.N. said.                                                  

 Visitors are less likely to return to a resort island or recommend it to friends "if the landscape, shoreline and coastal waters are littered with   plastics, old cans, discarded sofas, and other industrial and household    

 rubbish," the U.N. said.                                                   

 Improper disposal of rubbish and wastes is encouraging vermin, including  rats, which in turn carry diseases such as plague, along with an itchy skin condition called scabies, and other tropical diseases, the U.N. said, 

 adding that poor disposal of wastes, especially containers, is also  generating increased risk of malarial infections in the SIDS. The containers, ranging from old plastic bags to paint tins, accumulate pools  

 of rainwater, which is an ideal breeding ground for disease-carrying insects.                                                                   

 The U.N.'s findings were announced at a March 29-31 international gathering of government environmental ministers on the Korean island of  Jeju and will be formally presented at a SIDS conference, called "Barbados 

 Plus Ten," taking place on the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius August 30 through September 3.                                                       

For its part, the United States reiterated its support for small island nations in the Caribbean and around the world at a January 26-30  conference in the Bahamas. U.S. official Sichan Siv, who headed       

 Washington's delegation at the conference, said the Bahamas event offered  an opportunity to generate ideas on how to improve the Caribbean's standard of living by addressing such issues as the rising level of seas   

 due to global warming, vulnerability to cyclones, coral reef protection, trade, tourism, freshwater concerns, energy, transport and communications, good governance, and HIV/AIDS.                                             

 Siv, who is the U.S. representative to the U.N. Economic and Social Council, praised a U.S.-led water initiative, called "White Water to Blue  Water," which promotes a regional approach to managing watersheds and marine ecosystems through partnerships in freshwater watersheds and marine ecosystems in the more than 30 states and territories that make up what is called the wider Caribbean region.                                         

 The United States was one of the international co-sponsors of the March  22-26 "White Water to Blue Water Partnership Conference" in Miami, Florida, that examined watershed management issues affecting the wider     

 Caribbean. The conference brought together over 700 representatives of governments, businesses, and civil society groups to improve the lives of  the people living in the Caribbean.                                        

 Meanwhile, Jagdish Koonjul of Mauritius, who is chair of the Alliance of  Small Island States, said that "we urgently need access to effective and  affordable technologies, including recycling equipment, before this issue  

 of wastes" becomes critical in the island nations.                         

 Many SIDS have launched public awareness campaigns, "and the people have  responded," said Koonjul. "But the fact remains that unless you have ways  of re-using and recycling rubbish, it is difficult to know what to do with materials such as plastics, including plastic bags, aluminum, and paper."  

  (The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International  Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site:   http://usinfo.state.gov)                                                   

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Las Vegas Sun

U.N. Warns on Island Countries' Garbage
By HANS GREIMEL
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

JEJU, South Korea (AP) - Island "paradise" countries are increasingly threatened by piles of garbage and sewage they don't have the money or space to dispose of, the United Nations warned Tuesday at a global environment summit. 

The new trend is a health and economic hazard and linked to exploding tourism in places like the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean, the United Nations said in a report. 

Garbage now rates among rising sea levels, overfishing and water shortages as a top danger to these small countries, and may be turning off tourists, the United Nations said. 

The findings were released as environment ministers from around the globe gathered for the second day of a U.N. Environment Program summit dealing with water and sanitation. The summit ends Wednesday. 

"Small islands across the Caribbean, Indian Ocean and the Pacific are some of the most vulnerable nations on Earth," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said. "Handling solid wastes from industry, households and tourism is emerging as another issue with which they need advice and help." 

Developing small island countries are burdened by an influx of tourism, but often lack the landfill space, expensive incinerators or treatment plants to deal with garbage and human waste. 

Since the early 1990s, the level of plastic waste on small islands has increased fivefold, according to the UNEP study. In the Caribbean, about 90 percent of sewage is discharged untreated into surrounding seas; in the Pacific, about 98 percent. 

Worldwide, about one in 20 people who go swimming in the oceans get sick because of such discharge, said Veerle Vandeweed, chief coordinator of the study. 

Ironically, most of the environmental damage from tourism comes during the construction of resorts, not their operation, because of decisions to build too close to fragile coastlines and industrial waste, Vandeweed said. In the Caribbean alone, the number of tourists rose 19 percent to 17.1 million a year from 1993 to 1997. 

The rapid development could backfire on the islands, if their allure as a tourist destination is spoiled by environmental degradation, UNEP warned. 

The shoreline of the Pacific isle of Nauru, for example, appears blue-green in aerial photos, not from coral reefs, but from mounds of discarded beer cans, UNEP said. 

The piled-up trash also supports vermin such as rats, which carry such diseases as plague, scabies and other tropical sicknesses. 

Economically, polluted coastal waters create oxygen-starved dead zones devoid of fish that undermine traditional island fishing industries. 

The Alliance of Small Island States, a group of 45 island nations, is working with aid agencies, private industry and other governments to win access to better waste disposal technology and funding, chairman Jagdish Koonjul said. 

Sanitation problems are exacerbated on the islands because of the lack of fresh water. Rising ocean levels worldwide, triggered in part by global warming, have meant that freshwater wells are increasingly tainted with seawater, Koonjul said. 

Globally about 1.1 billion people lack access to safe drinking water, while another 2.4 billion lacked access to basic sanitation, UNEP said. Nearly 5,000 children die every day from diseases caused by a lack of water. 

The discussions in Jeju, a South Korean resort island, will form a basis for talks next month in New York with the U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development 

That meeting will assess progress toward the United Nation's target of halving the number of people with no access to safe drinking water or basic sanitation by 2015. 

The current forum will try to generate a Jeju Initiative that will identify concrete measures to be taken to reach those goals, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said. 

Supplying safe water is increasingly difficult because the world population is growing so fast, by about 77 million people a year, UNEP says.

 __________________________________________________________________________

U.S.A. Today

U.N. warns about islands' sewage problems 

JEJU, South Korea (AP) — Island "paradise" countries are increasingly threatened by piles of garbage and sewage they don't have the money or space to dispose of, the United Nations warned Tuesday at a global environment summit. 
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	An endangered monk seal rests amongst the garbage in the Midway Islands. 
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The new trend is a health and economic hazard and linked to exploding tourism in places like the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean, the United Nations said in a report. 

Garbage now rates among rising sea levels, overfishing and water shortages as a top danger to these small countries, and may be turning off tourists, the United Nations said. 

The findings were released as environment ministers from around the globe gathered for the second day of a U.N. Environment Program summit dealing with water and sanitation. The summit ends Wednesday. 

"Small islands across the Caribbean, Indian Ocean and the Pacific are some of the most vulnerable nations on Earth," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said. "Handling solid wastes from industry, households and tourism is emerging as another issue with which they need advice and help." 

Developing small island countries are burdened by an influx of tourism, but often lack the landfill space, expensive incinerators or treatment plants to deal with garbage and human waste. 

Since the early 1990s, the level of plastic waste on small islands has increased fivefold, according to the UNEP study. In the Caribbean, about 90% of sewage is discharged untreated into surrounding seas; in the Pacific, about 98%. 

Worldwide, about one in 20 people who go swimming in the oceans get sick because of such discharge, said Veerle Vandeweed, chief coordinator of the study. 

Ironically, most of the environmental damage from tourism comes during the construction of resorts, not their operation, because of decisions to build too close to fragile coastlines and industrial waste, Vandeweed said. In the Caribbean alone, the number of tourists rose 19% to 17.1 million a year from 1993 to 1997. 

The rapid development could backfire on the islands, if their allure as a tourist destination is spoiled by environmental degradation, UNEP warned. 

The shoreline of the Pacific isle of Nauru, for example, appears blue-green in aerial photos, not from coral reefs, but from mounds of discarded beer cans, UNEP said. 

The piled-up trash also supports vermin such as rats, which carry such diseases as plague, scabies and other tropical sicknesses. 

Economically, polluted coastal waters create oxygen-starved dead zones devoid of fish that undermine traditional island fishing industries. 

The Alliance of Small Island States, a group of 45 island nations, is working with aid agencies, private industry and other governments to win access to better waste disposal technology and funding, chairman Jagdish Koonjul said. 

Sanitation problems are exacerbated on the islands because of the lack of fresh water. Rising ocean levels worldwide, triggered in part by global warming, have meant that freshwater wells are increasingly tainted with seawater, Koonjul said. 

Globally about 1.1 billion people lack access to safe drinking water, while another 2.4 billion lacked access to basic sanitation, UNEP said. Nearly 5,000 children die every day from diseases caused by a lack of water. 

The discussions in Jeju, a South Korean resort island, will form a basis for talks next month in New York with the U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development 

That meeting will assess progress toward the United Nation's target of halving the number of people with no access to safe drinking water or basic sanitation by 2015. 

The current forum will try to generate a Jeju Initiative that will identify concrete measures to be taken to reach those goals, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said. 

Supplying safe water is increasingly difficult because the world population is growing so fast, by about 77 million people a year, UNEP says.

ABC News 

U.N. Warns About Islands' Sewage Problems

U.N. Warns That Island 'Paradise' Countries Are Threatened by Garbage and Sewage Problems
JEJU, South Korea March 30 — Island "paradise" countries are increasingly threatened by piles of garbage and sewage they don't have the money or space to dispose of, the United Nations warned Tuesday at a global environment summit. 

The new trend is a health and economic hazard and linked to exploding tourism in places like the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean, the United Nations said in a report.

Garbage now rates among rising sea levels, overfishing and water shortages as a top danger to these small countries, and may be turning off tourists, the United Nations said.

The findings were released as environment ministers from around the globe gathered for the second day of a U.N. Environment Program summit dealing with water and sanitation. The summit ends Wednesday.

"Small islands across the Caribbean, Indian Ocean and the Pacific are some of the most vulnerable nations on Earth," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said. "Handling solid wastes from industry, households and tourism is emerging as another issue with which they need advice and help."

Developing small island countries are burdened by an influx of tourism, but often lack the landfill space, expensive incinerators or treatment plants to deal with garbage and human waste.

Since the early 1990s, the level of plastic waste on small islands has increased fivefold, according to the UNEP study. In the Caribbean, about 90 percent of sewage is discharged untreated into surrounding seas; in the Pacific, about 98 percent.

Worldwide, about one in 20 people who go swimming in the oceans get sick because of such discharge, said Veerle Vandeweed, chief coordinator of the study.

Ironically, most of the environmental damage from tourism comes during the construction of resorts, not their operation, because of decisions to build too close to fragile coastlines and industrial waste, Vandeweed said. In the Caribbean alone, the number of tourists rose 19 percent to 17.1 million a year from 1993 to 1997.

The rapid development could backfire on the islands, if their allure as a tourist destination is spoiled by environmental degradation, UNEP warned.

The shoreline of the Pacific isle of Nauru, for example, appears blue-green in aerial photos, not from coral reefs, but from mounds of discarded beer cans, UNEP said.

The piled-up trash also supports vermin such as rats, which carry such diseases as plague, scabies and other tropical sicknesses.

Economically, polluted coastal waters create oxygen-starved dead zones devoid of fish that undermine traditional island fishing industries.

The Alliance of Small Island States, a group of 45 island nations, is working with aid agencies, private industry and other governments to win access to better waste disposal technology and funding, chairman Jagdish Koonjul said.

Sanitation problems are exacerbated on the islands because of the lack of fresh water. Rising ocean levels worldwide, triggered in part by global warming, have meant that freshwater wells are increasingly tainted with seawater, Koonjul said.

Globally about 1.1 billion people lack access to safe drinking water, while another 2.4 billion lacked access to basic sanitation, UNEP said. Nearly 5,000 children die every day from diseases caused by a lack of water.

The discussions in Jeju, a South Korean resort island, will form a basis for talks next month in New York with the U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development

That meeting will assess progress toward the United Nation's target of halving the number of people with no access to safe drinking water or basic sanitation by 2015.

The current forum will try to generate a Jeju Initiative that will identify concrete measures to be taken to reach those goals, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said.

Supplying safe water is increasingly difficult because the world population is growing so fast, by about 77 million people a year, UNEP says.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Garbage Threatening Beauty of Paradise Islands
Tue 30 March, 2004 10:14 
	


By Jack Kim

SOGWIPO, South Korea (Reuters) - Garbage and untreated sewage threaten the beauty of small island nations that rely on tourism, environmental officials said Tuesday.

Rising sea levels, over-fishing and water shortages already trouble the Maldives, Barbados, Tuvalu and 42 other member states of the association of small island states.

"It has tremendous health and tremendous economic impact," said the head of United Nations Environment Program's Global Program of Action on the marine environment, Veerle Vandeweerd.

She told a news briefing that the small island nations face growing problems with solid and liquid waste as well as "waste from construction done to build tourist resorts as close as possible to the sea."

Plastic waste and beer cans cover shorelines of the island nations and an estimated one in twenty people who go into the sea around the world get sick because of untreated waste water, a U.N. environment program report said.

"It is estimated that on some islands in the Caribbean Sea, 80 percent of the waste water is discharged untreated into the coastal zones," Vandeweerd said.

The chairman of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS), Jagdish Koonjul, said island nations cannot afford the kind of waste management strategies adopted in industrialized countries.

"To have the strategy, we need funding and access to technology," Koonjul said.

"What we are looking for is support from the international community that would provide us with access to technology in order for us to recycle waste and produce the minimum volume for disposal," he said.

The member countries of AOSIS will be meeting in Mauritius in August to address their vulnerability to pollution and global warming, a decade after they formalized their concerns in a key U.N. report calling for national and international action.

ENS

Small Island States Awash in a Sea of Trash 
JEJU, South Korea, March 30, 2004 (ENS) - Island beaches that once were tropical paradises are now littered with beer cans, plastics, even furniture. Delegates from island nations such as Mauritius and Fiji attending the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Governing Council meeting are asking for affordable recycling equipment and help to return their beaches to their former beauty. 

The Pacific island of Nauru, for example, now has a "blue green shoreline," that comes from the mounds of discarded Fosters and Victoria beer cans washed up on the beach. 

Jagdish Koonjul from the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius chairs the Alliance of Small Island States. "We urgently need access to effective and affordable technologies including recycling equipment before this issue of wastes becomes critical," he said. "It is a cry for technology transfer." 

"Many small island developing states, including my own country of Mauritius, have launched public awareness campaigns and the people have responded," said Koonjul. "But the fact remains that unless you have ways of re-using and recycling rubbish, it is difficult to know what to do with materials such as plastics including plastic bags, aluminum and paper." 
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Trash at sea sooner or later washes ashore. (Photo courtesy NOAA)
The UNEP Governing Council meeting is focused on the theme environmental dimension of water, sanitation, and human settlements. The waste issues confronting small island states were presented today as part of an overall review of the state of the environment. 

Steve Lonergan, director of UNEP's Division of Early Warning and Assessment discussed the impact of armed conflicts, indicators of environmental change, dust and sandstorms, a persistent atmospheric brown cloud, and transboundary issues for shared water. 

The objective of the ministerial discussions in Jeju is to identify workable approaches, based on actual experiences, for expediting the goals of the Millennium Declaration and the World Summit on Sustainable Development commitments related to the environmental aspects of water, sanitation and human settlements, and the centrality of ecosystem approaches in water management. 

Many of the developing countries called for technical, financial, capacity building, and assessment and monitoring assistance. 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer is sympathetic to the waste issues confronting the small island states. "Handling solid wastes from industry, households and tourism is emerging as another issue with which they need advice and help," said Toepfer. "Such wastes are not only unsightly and a threat to wildlife, they can also contaminate rivers and groundwaters as they slowly degrade." 

UNEP, together with other United Nations agencies and waste institutions, has been assisting small island developing states to prepare waste minimization plans, draw up directories of environmentally sound waste management technologies and promote cleaner production techniques that generate less pollution. 

The wastes not only threaten public health but also livelihoods as visitors are less likely to return to an island or recommend it to friends if the landscape, shoreline and coastal waters are disfigured with industrial and household rubbish. 

And visitors are part of the problem. The Cook Islands Tourism Corporation figures show some 72,900 tourists visited the islands in 2000, a record high. The increase in tourism has been a boost for the economy, but it has also produced an increase in solid waste that is hard to handle in a small country with a resident population of fewer than 14,000. 

One UNEP report released at the Governing Council meeting estimates that in the past 10 years the levels of plastic wastes on small island developing states has increased five fold. 

The report points out that problems of rubbish and litter are part of a wider waste crisis. For example, 90 percent of wastewater is discharged untreated from islands in the Caribbean. In parts of the northeast Pacific, the level of untreated sewage is 98 percent. 

This report "UNEP and Small Island Developing States: 1994-2004 and Future Perspectives," and several others have been compiled by UNEP's Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-Based Activities and UNEP's Global International Waters Assessment (GIWA). 

The new reports will be formally presented to ministers attending a key small island developing states conference, called Barbados Plus Ten, taking place on Mauritius later in the year. 

Debris washed up on the beach at Kahuku on Oahu's north shore in the Hawaiian islands. (Photo by Butch Tilley courtesy Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale Sanctuary)
"A short walk along any coastline close to human habitation in the Pacific Islands will reveal many example of inappropriate waste disposal, even in areas where there is a municipal collection system such as the city of Suva [Fiji]," says one report. 

Creeks running into Apia harbour in Samoa are heavily choked with domestic rubbish adjacent to people's homes and the roadway, and despite annual cleanups on islands, social attitudes appear to be unchanging. The same amount of rubbish and waste quickly piles up again and placing "a burden on the availability of land which is acute in small islands," the report states. 

In Madagascar, an island nation off Africa's southeast coast, only six percent of rubbish and wastes are routinely collected. Over half of the population dispose of their wastes "anywhere convenient" including on or near beaches and in mangrove swamps. 

The levels of rubbish in the capital Antananarivo alone are estimated to be 65,700 metric tons. 

When ships dump wastes at sea, they do not go away, they wash up on islands such as the World Heritage Site of Aldabara, famous for its giant tortoises, and now known for the high levels of rubbish washed ashore. 

The report argues that improper disposal of rubbish and wastes is encouraging vermin, including rats, which in turn carry diseases such as plague, scabies and other tropical diseases. 

Poor disposal of wastes, especially containers, is also generating increased risk of malarial infections especially in Madagascar and the Comoros. The containers, ranging from old plastic bags to paint tins, accumulate rain water which is an ideal breeding ground for the disease carrying insects. 

One GIWA report warns, "Pollution of water supplies is potentially regionwide, due to inadequate treatment of domestic waste water and inadequate solid waste disposal." 

The Global Ministerial Environment Forum is also taking place on Jeju this week, attended by close to 100 ministers and delegations from over 120 countries. These delegates will attend a workshop on the dust and sand storms that are a health, economic and environmental threat in Asia and beyond. 

The storms are caused by land degradation and desertification in Mongolia and northern China, but there is a link to the environment of small island states. Scientists have recently found that similar storms, originating in the Sahara, have damaged coral reefs in the Caribbean. 

All of the discussions at Jeju will inform the 12th meeting of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development to be held in New York in April. There progress towards the commitments related to the water, sanitation and human settlements made at previous international meetings will be reviewed.
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Paradise Awash with Rubbish 

Island “paradise” countries are increasingly threatened by piles of rubbish and sewage they don’t have the money or space to dispose of, the UN warned today at a global environment summit. 
The new trend is a health and economic hazard and linked to exploding tourism in places like the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean, the UN said in a report.

Rubbish now rates among rising sea levels, overfishing and water shortages as a top danger to these small countries, and may be turning off tourists, the UN said.

The findings were released as environment ministers from around the globe gathered in Seoul, South Korean, for Environment Programme summit dealing with water and sanitation. 

“Small islands across the Caribbean, Indian Ocean and the Pacific are some of the most vulnerable nations on Earth,” UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said. “Handling solid wastes from industry, households and tourism is emerging as another issue with which they need advice and help.”

Developing small island countries are burdened by an influx of tourism, but often lack the landfill space, expensive incinerators or treatment plants to deal with garbage and human waste.

Since the early 1990s, the level of plastic waste on small islands has increased fivefold, according to the UNEP study. In the Caribbean, about 90% of sewage is discharged untreated into surrounding seas ; in the Pacific, about 98%.

World-wide, about one in 20 people who go swimming in the oceans get sick because of such discharge, said Veerle Vandeweed, chief co-ordinator of the study.

Ironically, most of the environmental damage from tourism comes during the construction of resorts, not their operation, because of decisions to build too close to fragile coastlines and industrial waste, Vandeweed said. In the Caribbean alone, the number of tourists rose 19% to 17.1 million a year from 1993 to 1997.

The rapid development could backfire on the islands, if their allure as a tourist destination is spoiled by environmental degradation, UNEP warned.

The shoreline of the Pacific isle of Nauru, for example, appears blue-green in aerial photos, not from coral reefs, but from mounds of discarded beer cans, UNEP said.

The piled-up rubbish also supports vermin such as rats, which carry such diseases as plague, scabies and other tropical sicknesses.

Economically, polluted coastal waters create oxygen-starved dead zones devoid of fish that undermine traditional island fishing industries.
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Associated Press 
  
Updated: Tue. Mar. 30 2004 8:49 AM ET 

JEJU, South Korea — Island "paradise" countries are increasingly threatened by piles of garbage and sewage they don't have the money or space to dispose of, the United Nations warned Tuesday at a global environment summit. 

The new trend is a health and economic hazard and linked to exploding tourism in places like the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean, the United Nations said in a report. 

Garbage now rates among rising sea levels, overfishing and water shortages as a top danger to these small countries, and may be turning off tourists, the United Nations said. 

The findings were released as environment ministers from around the globe gathered for the second day of a UN Environment Program summit dealing with water and sanitation. The summit ends Wednesday. 

"Small islands across the Caribbean, Indian Ocean and the Pacific are some of the most vulnerable nations on Earth," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said. "Handling solid wastes from industry, households and tourism is emerging as another issue with which they need advice and help." 

Developing small island countries are burdened by an influx of tourism, but often lack the landfill space, expensive incinerators or treatment plants to deal with garbage and human waste. 

Since the early 1990s, the level of plastic waste on small islands has increased fivefold, according to the UNEP study. In the Caribbean, about 90 percent of sewage is discharged untreated into surrounding seas; in the Pacific, about 98 percent. 

Worldwide, about one in 20 people who go swimming in the oceans get sick because of such discharge, said Veerle Vandeweed, chief coordinator of the study. 

Ironically, most of the environmental damage from tourism comes during the construction of resorts, not their operation, because of decisions to build too close to fragile coastlines and industrial waste, Vandeweed said. In the Caribbean alone, the number of tourists rose 19 percent to 17.1 million a year from 1993 to 1997. 

The rapid development could backfire on the islands, if their allure as a tourist destination is spoiled by environmental degradation, UNEP warned. 

The shoreline of the Pacific isle of Nauru, for example, appears blue-green in aerial photos, not from coral reefs, but from mounds of discarded beer cans, UNEP said. 

The piled-up trash also supports vermin such as rats, which carry such diseases as plague, scabies and other tropical sicknesses. 

Economically, polluted coastal waters create oxygen-starved dead zones devoid of fish that undermine traditional island fishing industries. 

The Alliance of Small Island States, a group of 45 island nations, is working with aid agencies, private industry and other governments to win access to better waste disposal technology and funding, chairman Jagdish Koonjul said. 

Sanitation problems are exacerbated on the islands because of the lack of fresh water. Rising ocean levels worldwide, triggered in part by global warming, have meant that freshwater wells are increasingly tainted with seawater, Koonjul said. 

Globally about 1.1 billion people lack access to safe drinking water, while another 2.4 billion lacked access to basic sanitation, UNEP said. Nearly 5,000 children die every day from diseases caused by a lack of water. 

The discussions in Jeju, a South Korean resort island, will form a basis for talks next month in New York with the UN Commission on Sustainable Development 

That meeting will assess progress toward the United Nation's target of halving the number of people with no access to safe drinking water or basic sanitation by 2015. 

The current forum will try to generate a Jeju Initiative that will identify concrete measures to be taken to reach those goals, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said. 

Supplying safe water is increasingly difficult because the world population is growing so fast, by about 77 million people a year, UNEP says. 

Burlington County Times

U.N. Warns About Garbage on Islands
By HANS GREIMEL
The Associated Press
JEJU, South Korea - Island "paradise" countries are increasingly threatened by piles of garbage and sewage they don't have the money or space to dispose of, the United Nations warned Tuesday at a global environment summit.

The new trend is a health and economic hazard and linked to exploding tourism in places like the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean, the United Nations said in a report.

Garbage now rates among rising sea levels, overfishing and water shortages as a top danger to these small countries, and may be turning off tourists, the United Nations said.

The findings were released as environment ministers from around the globe gathered for the second day of a U.N. Environment Program summit dealing with water and sanitation. The summit ends Wednesday.

"Small islands across the Caribbean, Indian Ocean and the Pacific are some of the most vulnerable nations on Earth," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said. "Handling solid wastes from industry, households and tourism is emerging as another issue with which they need advice and help."

Developing small island countries are burdened by an influx of tourism, but often lack the landfill space, expensive incinerators or treatment plants to deal with garbage and human waste.

Since the early 1990s, the level of plastic waste on small islands has increased fivefold, according to the UNEP study. In the Caribbean, about 90 percent of sewage is discharged untreated into surrounding seas; in the Pacific, about 98 percent.

Worldwide, about one in 20 people who go swimming in the oceans get sick because of such discharge, said Veerle Vandeweed, chief coordinator of the study.

Ironically, most of the environmental damage from tourism comes during the construction of resorts, not their operation, because of decisions to build too close to fragile coastlines and industrial waste, Vandeweed said. In the Caribbean alone, the number of tourists rose 19 percent to 17.1 million a year from 1993 to 1997.

	


The rapid development could backfire on the islands, if their allure as a tourist destination is spoiled by environmental degradation, UNEP warned.

The shoreline of the Pacific isle of Nauru, for example, appears blue-green in aerial photos, not from coral reefs, but from mounds of discarded beer cans, UNEP said.

The piled-up trash also supports vermin such as rats, which carry such diseases as plague, scabies and other tropical sicknesses.

Economically, polluted coastal waters create oxygen-starved dead zones devoid of fish that undermine traditional island fishing industries.

The Alliance of Small Island States, a group of 45 island nations, is working with aid agencies, private industry and other governments to win access to better waste disposal technology and funding, chairman Jagdish Koonjul said.

Sanitation problems are exacerbated on the islands because of the lack of fresh water. Rising ocean levels worldwide, triggered in part by global warming, have meant that freshwater wells are increasingly tainted with seawater, Koonjul said.

Globally about 1.1 billion people lack access to safe drinking water, while another 2.4 billion lacked access to basic sanitation, UNEP said. Nearly 5,000 children die every day from diseases caused by a lack of water.

The discussions in Jeju, a South Korean resort island, will form a basis for talks next month in New York with the U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development

That meeting will assess progress toward the United Nation's target of halving the number of people with no access to safe drinking water or basic sanitation by 2015.

The current forum will try to generate a Jeju Initiative that will identify concrete measures to be taken to reach those goals, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said.

Supplying safe water is increasingly difficult because the world population is growing so fast, by about 77 million people a year, UNEP says.
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Sewage is 'killing the seas'

Last summer every sea creature across an area twice the size of Lesotho was asphyxiated by severely depleted oxygen levels in the Gulf of Mexico. The same phenomenon, the marine equivalent of the ozone hole, happened off South America, China, Japan, south-east Australia, New Zealand and up to 150 other places.

A United Nations agency warned on Monday that the number of these "dead zones", caused mainly by the run-off of nitrogen fertilisers from intensive farming and sewage from large cities, had doubled in the past 15 years and was increasing all over the world.

In a new report, the UN Environment Programme (Unep) said that 150 sea areas were now regularly starved of oxygen and were becoming major threats to already declining fish stocks, including those in Europe, where areas of the Baltic Sea were lifeless for several months, as were parts of the Irish Sea and the Adriatic.

The Black Sea -- the largest and oldest "dead zone" in the world -- supported only a few bacteria to a depth of 150m.

"Humankind is engaged in a gigantic, global, experiment as a result of the inefficient and often over-use of fertilisers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever rising emissions from vehicles and factories," said Klaus Toepfer, the Unep director. 

"The nitrogen and phosphorous from these sources are being discharged into rivers and the coastal environment or being deposited from the atmosphere, triggering these alarming and sometimes irreversible effects."

Some of the dead zones are less than one square kilometre, whereas others are up to 70 000 square kilometres. Many have been found near the outlets of big rivers such as the Mississippi and the Yangtze, which drain huge industrial areas. Most lie off countries which heavily subsidise their agriculture.

"What is clear is that unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly," he said.

"Dead zones are especially dangerous to fisheries because they afflict coastal areas where many fish spawn and spend most of their lives before moving to deeper water", said Unep officer Marion Cheatle. "It is getting noticeably worse."

She advised countries, which often share water basins, to co-operate in reducing nitrogen discharges by cutting fertiliser use or planting forests along rivers to soak up excess nitrogen. 

The "creeping dead zones" have been noted since the 1970s but the speed of their growth has surprised scientists who are only now beginning to understand their mechanism.

Robert Diaz, professor of marine science at Maryland University and author of the marine section of the report, said dead zones were fast becoming a bigger threat to fish stocks than over-fishing.

He warned that global warming, with its likely increase in rainfall, was likely to aggravate the problem, because it would increase significantly the discharge of polluted water from rivers into oceans.

The report, launched in South Korea at a meeting of 150 of the world's environment ministers, ranked dead zones as one of the top 20 threats to the global environment. Others included dust and sand storms, more frequent around the world as land is degraded, and impending global water shortages.

More than one in three of the world's population is likely to suffer chronic water shortages in the next few decades, according to the report, while more than 2,4-billion people lack access to basic sanitation. - Guardian Unlimited © Guardian Newspapers Limited __________________________________________________________________
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U.N. Warns About Islands' Sewage Problems

HANS GREIMEL
Associated Press
JEJU, South Korea - Island "paradise" countries are increasingly threatened by piles of garbage and sewage they don't have the money or space to dispose of, the United Nations warned Tuesday at a global environment summit.

The new trend is a health and economic hazard and linked to exploding tourism in places like the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean, the United Nations said in a report.

Garbage now rates among rising sea levels, overfishing and water shortages as a top danger to these small countries, and may be turning off tourists, the United Nations said.

The findings were released as environment ministers from around the globe gathered for the second day of a U.N. Environment Program summit dealing with water and sanitation. The summit ends Wednesday.

"Small islands across the Caribbean, Indian Ocean and the Pacific are some of the most vulnerable nations on Earth," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said. "Handling solid wastes from industry, households and tourism is emerging as another issue with which they need advice and help."

Developing small island countries are burdened by an influx of tourism, but often lack the landfill space, expensive incinerators or treatment plants to deal with garbage and human waste.

Since the early 1990s, the level of plastic waste on small islands has increased fivefold, according to the UNEP study. In the Caribbean, about 90 percent of sewage is discharged untreated into surrounding seas; in the Pacific, about 98 percent.

Worldwide, about one in 20 people who go swimming in the oceans get sick because of such discharge, said Veerle Vandeweed, chief coordinator of the study.

Ironically, most of the environmental damage from tourism comes during the construction of resorts, not their operation, because of decisions to build too close to fragile coastlines and industrial waste, Vandeweed said. In the Caribbean alone, the number of tourists rose 19 percent to 17.1 million a year from 1993 to 1997.

The rapid development could backfire on the islands, if their allure as a tourist destination is spoiled by environmental degradation, UNEP warned.

The shoreline of the Pacific isle of Nauru, for example, appears blue-green in aerial photos, not from coral reefs, but from mounds of discarded beer cans, UNEP said.

The piled-up trash also supports vermin such as rats, which carry such diseases as plague, scabies and other tropical sicknesses.

Economically, polluted coastal waters create oxygen-starved dead zones devoid of fish that undermine traditional island fishing industries.

The Alliance of Small Island States, a group of 45 island nations, is working with aid agencies, private industry and other governments to win access to better waste disposal technology and funding, chairman Jagdish Koonjul said.

Sanitation problems are exacerbated on the islands because of the lack of fresh water. Rising ocean levels worldwide, triggered in part by global warming, have meant that freshwater wells are increasingly tainted with seawater, Koonjul said.

Globally about 1.1 billion people lack access to safe drinking water, while another 2.4 billion lacked access to basic sanitation, UNEP said. Nearly 5,000 children die every day from diseases caused by a lack of water.

The discussions in Jeju, a South Korean resort island, will form a basis for talks next month in New York with the U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development

That meeting will assess progress toward the United Nation's target of halving the number of people with no access to safe drinking water or basic sanitation by 2015.

The current forum will try to generate a Jeju Initiative that will identify concrete measures to be taken to reach those goals, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said.

Supplying safe water is increasingly difficult because the world population is growing so fast, by about 77 million people a year, UNEP says.

__________________________________________________________________________
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U.N. report cites global plant growth
[image: image9.png]



[image: image10.png]



JEJU, South Korea, March 30 (UPI) -- A report by the United Nations Environment Program says the world is turning literally greener. 

The report, "Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2003," cites satellite data showing worldwide plant growth has been more active over the past 25 years. The report was released this week at UNEP's annual meeting in Jeju, Korea.

"The amount of energy produced by plants through photosynthesis, minus what they use in respiration, increased globally by about 6 percent during the last two decades of the 20th century," the report said, adding that improvements in farming and conservation probably contributed to the greening. 

Strong vegetation growth has been observed in both the tropics and the forested zones of the Northern Hemisphere, accounting for about 80 percent of the total. Nearly 40 percent of growth occurred in the Amazon rainforests, the report said, due probably to clearer skies that have allowed increased sunlight to reach the ground. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

USIA NEWS

  30 March 2004                                                              

 U.N. Warns of Dead Zones in World's Oceans                                 

 Marine life struggles for survival in deoxygenated marine areas            

 In oceans and seas around the world, almost 150 oxygen-depleted dead zones  threaten the survival of marine life, according to the Global Environment   Outlook Year Book newly published by the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP).  

 An excess of phytoplankton, tiny marine organisms, is responsible for the   oxygen depletion. They proliferate within an area of water because nitrogen from agricultural fertilizers, vehicle and factory emissions and  

 other human-generated waste finds its way to the seas. Fish cannot survive  in the oxygen-starved water and flee. Slower-moving, bottom dwelling creatures die in these waters, according to a UNEP March 29 press release. 

 Marine scientists have been watching this trend for decades but the new report emphasizes its expansion to new and larger areas, including waters  ff Europe, North America, South America, China, Japan, Australia and New  Zealand. The report calls on governments to take urgent action on the  dead-zone problem because it could deplete marine resources and threaten food supplies.                                                             

 "Human-kind is engaged in a gigantic, global, experiment as a result of the inefficient and often over-use of fertilizers, the discharge of  untreated sewage and the ever rising emissions from vehicles and factories," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director in the press release. "The nitrogen and phosphorous from these sources are being  discharged into rivers and the coastal environment or being deposited from the atmosphere, triggering these alarming and sometimes irreversible effects."                                                                  

 The environmental yearbook also examines international agreements, weather related natural disasters, water supplies and other issues. It was released to coincide with the Global Ministerial Environmental Forum being 

 held in the Republic of Korea March 29-31.                                 

 The yearbook is available at http://www.unep.org/geo/yearbook and further information on the forum is available at http://www.unep.org/gc/gcss-viii  

 U.S. state and federal agencies including the Department of Agriculture,   Department of Commerce's National Oceans and Atmospheric Administration and the Environmental Protection Agency are engaged in multi-sector  efforts to sustain agricultural ecosystems and protect water quality of  U.S. coastal areas 
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Increasing 'dead zones' : A cause for concern 
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  Jeju, South Korea : 30 March 2004 - The United Nations opened its eighth special session of the governing council/global ministerial environment forum yesterday, cautioning the forum on the growing number of 'dead zones' in the world's oceans. 

According to the global environment outlook year book 2003, the oxygen-starved stretches of ocean that are devoid of life, dead zones, was a severe problem. Today there are about 150 dead zones as compared to just half the number in 1990.
UNEP urged the representatives of 150 nations attending the forum to reduce the amount of nitrogen discharged into their coastal waters by cutting back on fertilizer use and planting more forests and grasslands to soak up the excess nitrogen. 

The three-day conference organised by the United Nations environment programme (UNEP), will also discuss on impending water shortages, increasing dust storms, sanitation and over-fishing. 

UNEP said that without concerted effort to improve access to safe drinking water, a third of the world's population was likely to suffer chronic water shortages within a few decades. 

According to UNEP, over a billion people lacked access to safe drinking water in 2000, while over 2 billion lacked access to basic sanitation. 

The discussions during the summit will form a basis for deliberations at the 12th meeting of the UN Commission on sustainable development to be held in New York in April. 

Bhutan is represented at the summit by a two-member delegation headed by the deputy minister of national environment commission, Dasho Nado Rinchhen. 

___________________________________________________________________________________
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U.S. Trims Request for Exemptions From Pact on Saving Ozone Layer

March 27, 2004

By ANDREW C. REVKIN

The United States and 11 other nations agreed Friday to reduce their requests for exemptions to a ban on methyl bromide, one of the last remaining ozone-destroying compounds being produced and used extensively in wealthy countries.

The shift, at negotiations in Montreal, ended a stalemate that experts said threatened the integrity of the Montreal Protocol, the 1987 treaty eliminating chemicals that have damaged the atmosphere's protective ozone layer.

Under the treaty, wealthy countries have already cut use of methyl bromide, a pesticide, to 30 percent of the amount used in 1991 and were to stop using it altogether by next year. But some agricultural and food companies said they had no affordable alternatives, and so treaty signatories agreed several years ago to allow some "critical use" to continue. Developing countries generally have a 10-year grace period before the treaty's bans apply to them. The Bush administration had sought exemptions that would have increased use in 2005 to nearly 40 percent of 1991 levels.  They agreed to a limit of 35 percent, with any amount above 30 percent coming from existing stockpiles and not new production.

Environmental groups and some elected officials said the original American requests amounted to a subsidy to farmers in Florida and California, states that are important in the presidential election. They also said the exemptions would slow shifts to alternatives.

Claudia A. McMurray, the deputy assistant secretary of state for the environment, said last night that the

administration remained committed to ending use of the chemical, once affordable alternatives were available.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters,

US, others delay elimination of damaging pesticide

03.26.04, 8:25 PM ET

By David Ljunggren

OTTAWA, (Reuters) - The United States and other major powers Friday agreed to delay the implementation of a deal to stop using a pesticide which is known to destroy the ozone layer, officials said.

Methyl bromide, a fumigant that kills soil and food pests, is due to be phased out by developed nations by January 1, 2005, under the 1987 Montreal Protocol to protect the atmosphere.

But delegates at a U.N.-sponsored conference in Montreal agreed that the United States and 10 other developed nations -- which say they have yet to find a viable alternative -- would be given exemptions allowing them to use the fumigant at least until the end of 2005.

"The high demand for exemptions to the methyl bromide phaseout shows that governments and the private sector will have to work much harder to speed up the development and spread of ozone-friendly replacements," United Nations Environment Program director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement.

U.S. growers say they are concerned about a rule in the protocol that allows developing nations an extra 10 years, until 2015, before they have to phase out use of the pesticide.

The United States, the European Union and Japan have cut the use of newly produced methyl bromide to 30 percent of 1991 levels. Overall U.S. use is closer to 35 percent because farmers are utilizing stockpiles of the

fumigant.

Friday's deal was reached after the United States backed down from initial demands for a three-year deal which would have increased its use of the chemical to 37 percent of 1991 levels over the next two years and by an unspecified level in the year after that.

"We're disappointed we didn't get a deal over three years," said Claudia McMurray, the chief U.S. negotiator at the talks.

"The idea (of an increase to 37 percent) is not dead by any means," she told Reuters, saying U.N. officials would discuss the request later this year.

The 1987 Montreal Protocol requires more than 180 signatory states to phase out the use of nearly 100 chemicals that damage the ozone layer, the part of the atmosphere that protects the Earth from ultraviolet radiation.

David Doniger, policy director at the U.S.-based advocacy group Natural Resources Defense Council, said Friday's agreement was at best neutral.

"The U.S. effort to increase use of methyl bromide has been rebuffed," he told Reuters.

"The good news is that overall production won't be higher. The bad news is that it won't be lower ... even though the objective is to bring it to zero (by 2005)," he said.

Some U.S. growers say the chemical is necessary to compete with farmers in China and other developing countries.

The Montreal meeting granted the United States the majority of exemptions to use methyl bromide next year. The other nations which benefited were Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, Greece, Italy, Japan, Portugal, Spain and Britain.
Bradenton Herald
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Farmers Get One-Year 'Reprieve' on Fumigant Facing Jan. 1 Ban              

 By Sylvia Lim, The Bradenton Herald, Fla. Knight Ridder/Tribune Business   

 News                                                                       

 Mar. 30 - Farmers worried about the methyl bromide ban starting Jan. 1,    

 2005 can relax for a year; the United States has been exempted from a      

 United Nations Environment Programme phase-out seeking to limit global use 

 of the fumigant.                                                           

 "We look at it as a reprieve," said Chip Hinton of the Florida Strawberry  

 Growers Association. "We have one more year to look at what we need to do  

 to stay in business."                                                      

 The United States will be allowed to use 7,659 tons of methyl bromide in   

 2005, according to a news release posted on the U.N. Environment Programme 

 Web site, www.unep.org. That is 70 percent less than what it was permitted 

 in 1991.                                                                   

 Touted by farmers as being the most effective fumigant to rid tomato,      

 watermelon and strawberry farms of weeds and microscopic worms and         

 soil-borne diseases, methyl bromide is listed as an ozone depleter by the  

 U.N. agency.                                                               

 The U.N. agency has ordered most developed nations to systematically curb  

 the use of the fumigant, hoping to totally eliminate its usage in these    

 countries by 2015.                                                         

 "It's something that the government finds it can do without but hasn't     

 found a replacement," said Bruce Shackelford, president of 4 Star Tomato   

 Inc. "It's not to say we don't want to use anything else, we haven't found 

 anything else."                                                            

 The alternative to methyl bromide is hard to come by.                      

 The U.S. Department of Agriculture invested about $150 million in the past 

 11 years to research for such a replacement but was unsuccessful.          

 Looking for a substitute that could eradicate weeds, pests and diseases is 

 a tough task, said Jim Gilreath, an associate professor at the Gulf Coast  

 Research and Education Center on Caruso Road.                              

 "We could put a combo together to kill all three problems but that's       

 difficult. This also means adding more stuff to the environment," Gilreath 

 said.                                                                      

 There are several alternatives that Gilreath and other researchers are     

 looking at, but all have weaknesses that need fine-tuning or simply more   

 testing.                                                                   

 "We'd like to find more than one alternative for growers to use," Gilreath 

 said. "We only had one compound that we've relied on for so long, and      

 nothing lasts forever."                                                    

 Though the exemption was greeted with relief by farmers, they are also     

 looking at the prospect of paying more for the chemical next year.         

 Growers pay about $2.80 for a pound of methyl bromide. About 200 pounds of 

 the fumigant is needed to sterilize an acre.                               

 Gilreath said the price of methyl bromide has tripled in the past 10       

 years.                                                                     

 Since the ban on methyl bromide is imminent, Shackelford said he thinks    

 most international chemical companies supplying the fumigant will be       

 clearing their stockpiles.                                                 

 "No one's going to produce what's going to be banned," he said. "It's all  

 supply and demand and we're running out."                                  

 Other countries exempted from the ban include Australia, Belgium, Canada,  

 France, Greece, Italy, Japan, Portugal, Spain, and the United Kingdom.     
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENT:

U.S. Seizes Opening for Ozone-Depleting Substance

Marty Logan

The hole in the ozone layer risks looming larger after the world community agreed Friday to permit the United States and 10 other northern countries to continue using a pesticide that was supposed to be off-limits from 2005.

MONTREAL, Mar 27 (IPS) - The meeting was called after nations failed to agree last year on what exemptions should be granted to the northern nations for using the pesticide, methyl bromide, in instances where it was deemed critically important.

Washington had wanted approval to produce and use methyl bromide until 2007, while the European Union (EU) argued the exemptions should be granted for just one year. According to EU officials, technically and economically feasible alternatives to methyl bromide could come on- stream after 12 months.

Delegates decided late Friday, after the meeting's translators had retired for the night, to grant the northern states a one-year exemption, but not to commit to amounts for the following years. In fact, they tightened the

requirements for future exemptions.

The northern countries will now be allowed to use an amount equal to more than 50 percent of all the methyl bromide consumed by 34 developed nations in 2001, and nearly three-quarters of that used by developing nations the same year. The push for exemption was led by the United States, whose request accounted for two-thirds of the total.

Methyl bromide is classed as an ozone-depleting substance because it damages the stratospheric layer that protects people, plants and animals from solar radiation, which can produce skin cancer and eye cataracts.

"It would be difficult not to perceive this as a slowdown in (reaching) the Protocol target," an official from Argentina told IPS after the late-night meeting. They added that there had probably been "too much optimism" about the speed at which methyl bromide could be phased out, when countries agreed in 1997 to allow exceptions to the ban for "critical uses". This view was echoed by others.

The Argentine delegation pushed hard during the three-day gathering to grant some leeway to developing countries that are ahead of schedule in reducing their use of methyl bromide, which farmers use to kill pests on

strawberries, tomatoes, cut flowers and many other crops. The pesticide is also used in meat and vegetable processing.

The debates took place during the first extraordinary meeting of countries that signed on to the 1987 Montreal Protocol. The Protocol added teeth to the 1985 Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, widely viewed as the world's most successful environmental treaty. It covers some 100 chemicals, including chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs).

According to the Protocol, developing nations (because they contributed much less to the problem of ozone depletion) had to freeze their use of methyl bromide in 2002, and then reduce it by 20 percent by 2005 and 100 percent by 2015. Developed countries previously agreed to cut methyl bromide by 25 percent by 1999 (compared to 1991 levels), 50 percent by 2001, 70 percent by 2003 and 100 percent by Jan. 1 2005.

"The expectations (for the development of alternatives to methyl bromide) perhaps were a little bit high," Canadian official Pierre Pinault told IPS.  "So now that (a) push is coming to shove on the actual phase-out...the level of difficulty is becoming apparent."

But Pinault remains optimistic. "Most of the production and consumption of ozone-depleting substances has been phased out in the last 20 or so years:  we've got about an 85-percent phase out. In Canada I think we're 97.5 percent ... now it's getting harder and harder to get that last little bit

of reduction."

A U.S. official said she was satisfied with the meeting's outcome.

"We got a technically-justified number for the critical-use exemption, and we actually did something that was important today, in that we as a group of parties decided that we would more aggressively control production of new methyl bromide," said Claudia McMurray, deputy assistant secretary for the environment.

Friday's decision directs the northern countries to provide some of the pesticide they will use next year from existing stockpiles, rather than producing more of the substance.

David Doniger, an environmentalist from the Natural Resources Defence Council, said it was important that Washington had revealed the size of its methyl bromide stockpile.

But he said granting the U.S. exemption means, "the phase-out stops, it doesn't continue toward zero, which was anticipated. That's unacceptable, especially when there was such a large stockpile".

Doniger said the U.S. request had not taken into account the development of alternatives to methyl bromide, such as a new product that can be used in place of methyl bromide to fumigate buildings. This product has apparently been registered in 27 of the country's 50 states.

"You probe all these arguments and it comes down to cost," he argued. "And cost comes down sometimes to very, very small differences in cost between one chemical and another -- you know, between this one and a chemical that doesn't hurt the ozone layer."

Others said delegates should have kept the well being of future generations in mind.

"Some countries, especially mine, have high levels of UV (ultraviolet radiation) and are only too aware of the effects on health, particularly on children," Alex Suarez Irusta of Bolivia told the meeting.

"This (meeting) should not be an opportunity for changing the trend of our work and for changing the (rules for the) use of substances that we had originally agreed to phase out."

The ozone layer is expected to return to health in about 50 years -- if the phase-out schedules are fully respected.

But, McMurray insisted in an interview: "What we really want to do is bring our numbers down. We want to get through this really difficult stage of the protocol for us, and find the alternatives and get farmers to use them."

Led by Argentina, many developing nations here argued that granting long-term exemptions to countries that were supposed to stop using methyl bromide next year would provoke opposition from their farmers, who would insist on not being hampered by limits that others did not respect.

Others, such as Uganda, said they did not have the means to stop using the pesticide anyway. "We are saying that these alternatives that we are talking about are not in some cases available," said a Ugandan official.

Many developing countries also objected to a call for them to set out more precisely how they would phase out their use of methyl bromide before the next meeting of a multilateral fund, which to date has provided 1.4 billion dollars in technical and financial assistance to those nations.

(END/2004)
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ECO - Bromure de méthyle: 11 pays développés obtiennent une exemption pour 2005

MONTREAL, 27 mars (AFP)

Onze pays développés ont été exemptés vendredi soir de leur obligation d'arrêter totalement le 1er janvier 2005 d'utiliser le bromure de méthyle, un pesticide agricole nuisible à la couche d'ozone, comme le prévoyait le

protocole de Montréal.

Depuis mercredi la communauté internationale tentait à Montréal de dégager un compromis sur ce pesticide. "Nous avons un accord", a déclaré à l'AFP le porte-parole de cette réunion sous l'égide du Programme des Nations unies pour l'Environnement (PNUE), Michael Williams.

Ces pays, l'Australie (BIEN: Australie), la Belgique, le Canada, la France, la Grèce, l'Italie, le Japon, le Portugal, l'Espagne, la Grande-Bretagne et les Etats-Unis, pourront continuer d'utiliser le bromure de méthyle en 2005, mais de façon très restreinte, a-t-il dit.

Les exemptions accordées pour 2005 portent en tout sur 13.438 tonnes de bromure de méthyle. En 2001, les 34 pays les plus développés en avaient utilisé 23.488 tonnes et les autres Etats 18.058 tonnes.

"La forte demande pour des exemptions à l'élimination du bromure de méthyle montre que les gouvernements et le secteur privé devront travailler beaucoup plus fort pour accélérer le développement et la distribution de substitutes amis de l'ozone", a déclaré dans un communiqué le directeur exécutif du Pnue, Klaus Toepfer.

"La meilleure façon pour les gouvernements de respecter l'intégrité du protocole de Montréal -l'un des traités internationaux les plus réussis et les plus importants- est d'envoyer un signal puissant aussi bien aux producteurs qu'aux utilisateurs que le bromure de méthyle n'a pas d'avenir", a-t-il ajouté.

Les pourparlers avaient auparavant achoppé sur la demande des Etats-Unis pour une exemption de 9.446 tonnes, soit 37% de leur utilisation de 1991 (année de référence), alors que le Groupe chargé de l'évaluation économique du Pnue (Teap) proposait plutôt 8.942 t. (35%), compromis finalement accepté par Washington.

Les autres pays ont obtenu les exemptions suivantes: l'Australietonnes), la Belgique (47), le Canada (56), la France (407), la Grèce (186), l'Italie (2.133), le Japon (284), le Portugal (50), l'Espagne (1.059) et la

Grande-Bretagne (129).

En novembre, à Nairobi, la communauté internationale n'était pas arrivée à se mettre d'accord en raison des exigences des Etats-Unis qui auraient déjà dû se limiter dès l'an dernier à 30% selon le calendrier.

En 2005, les Etats-Unis produiront 7.569 tonnes de bromure de mythyle et puiseront le reste dans leurs stocks. Les pays de l'UE ont accepté de puiser dans leurs réserves pour 100 des 4.011 tonnes qu'ils ont obtenu le droit

d'utiliser.

Washington réclamait aussi une exemption pour trois ans, se disant seulement prêt à diminuer graduellement sa part avec réduction à 35% en 2006 et à 33% en 2007, toujours par rapport à 1991.

Cette demande a été repoussée jusqu'à la prochaine réunion des parties au protocole de Montréal, qui aura lieu à Prague du 22 au 26 novembre prochain, a précisé Michael Williams.

Le protocole de Montréal, conclu en 1987 sous les auspices du Pnue, vise l'élimination des substances jugées responsables du trou observé dans la couche d'ozone de la moyenne atmosphère (entre 20 et 50 km de la Terre) qui protège la planète des rayons ultra-violets du soleil.

L'interdiction du bromure de méthyle y a été ajoutée en 1992. Il est utilize pour la fumigation des cultures agricoles à forte valeur, la lutte contre les parasites et le traitement en quarantaine des produits agricoles de base destinés à l'export.

Les pays qui demandaient des exemptions, permises par le protocole de Montréal, expliquaient que le remplacement de ce pesticide, également nuisible à la santé humaine, est coûteux et prend parfois du temps, de

manière à adapter la réglementation pour trouver des produits de substitution.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
TAMPA (Florida) TRIBUNE

Mar 27, 2004

U.S. Cuts Ozone Limit Request; State Growers Affected

The New York Times/Tampa Tribune

The United States and 10 other nations agreed Friday to reduce their requests for exemptions to a ban on methyl bromide, one of the last remaining ozone-destroying compounds being produced and used extensively in wealthy countries.  Methyl bromide is a soil fumigant used to kill worms and weeds that threaten fruit and vegetable crops, including the Tampa Bay area's prized strawberries and tomatoes.

The deal, at negotiations in Montreal, ended a standoff that experts said threatened the integrity of the Montreal Protocol, the 1987 treaty eliminating chemicals that have damaged the atmosphere's protective ozone

layer.

Under the treaty, wealthy countries have cut use of methyl bromide, a pesticide, to 30 percent of the amount used in 1991 and were to stop using it altogether by next year.

Some agricultural and food companies said they had no affordable alternatives, and so treaty signatories agreed several years ago to allow some ``critical use'' to continue. Developing countries generally have a 10-year grace period before the treaty's bans apply to them.

The Bush administration had sought exemptions that would have increased use in 2005 to nearly 40 percent of 1991 levels. The nations agreed to a limit of 35 percent, with any amount above 30 percent coming from existing stockpiles and not new production.

Environmental groups and some elected officials said the original U.S. requests amounted to a subsidy to farmers in Florida and California, states

that are important in the presidential election. They also said the exemptions would slow shifts to alternatives.

Claudia A. McMurray, deputy assistant secretary of state for the environment, said Friday that the administration remains committed to ending use of the chemical once affordable alternatives are available.

Information from Tribune archives was used in this report.

This story can be found at: http://www.tampatrib.com/News/MGAIOZJABSD.html
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World Digest

Nations agree to delay ban on pesticide

 OTTAWA — The United States and other major powers agreed yesterday to delay the implementation of a deal to stop using a pesticide known to destroy the ozone layer, the part of the atmosphere that protects the Earth from ultraviolet radiation.

Methyl bromide, a fumigant that kills soil and food pests but dissipates rapidly into the atmosphere, is due to be phased out by developed nations by Jan. 1, 2005, under the 1987 Montreal Protocol to protect the atmosphere.

But delegates at a U.N.-sponsored conference in Montreal agreed that the United States and 10 other developed nations — which say they have yet to find a viable alternative — would be given exemptions allowing them to use the fumigant at least until the end of 2005. Developing nations have an extra 10 years, until 2015, before they have to phase out use of the pesticide.

According to the Environmental Protection Agency, 42 million pounds of methyl bromide is used annually in the United States.

The United States, the European Union and Japan have cut the use of newly produced methyl bromide to 30 percent of 1991 levels. Overall U.S. use is closer to 35 percent because farmers are utilizing stockpiles of the

fumigant.

In addition to its effect on the atmosphere, methyl bromide can result in central-nervous system and respiratory-system failure, as well as specific and severe harm to the lungs, eyes and skin of people exposed to high concentrations, according to the EPA.

__________________________________________________________________________________________Times of India

Punjab reeling under water scarcity
GUR KIRPAL SINGH ASHK
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PATIALA : The present situation of water resources in Punjab is highly critical. A Nabha based NGO Kheti Virasat has claimed that more then 80 percent area of Punjab is either turned into dark zone or grey zone. Out of 16 districts of Punjab , the ground water balance in seven districts is in negative. 
The political parties should take up basic issues like water during their poll campaigns. 

According to Kheti Virasat some reports have indicated that water flow is alarmingly going down in Satluj and Beas rivers. Due to loss of massive forest cover in Shivaliks resulting in drying up of several sub-rivers, natural streams and revaluates making the foothills of Punjab a water scarcity area. 

"At present Jayanti, Budki, Siswan the three major tributaries of river Satluj flowing through the District Ropar have been vanished. It is fate of ' Patiala ki Roh' and several other streams originating from Shivaliks. Famous ' Kali Bein River ' has lost her character as a river. The Buddha Nallah another major tributary of river Sutluj at Ludhiana containing heavy amount of deadly pollutants. Chitti Bein and Charan Ganga also fall in the same category. The rivers - Tangri and Ghaghar - which were once caters the entire area through out the year now can be seen as dead rivers full with heaps of sand in other seasons then monsoon, when it play havoc in the area creating floods and devastation." – a report published by the Kheti Virasat said. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lowland gorilla numbers plummet 
By Paul Rincon 
BBC News Online science staff 


Numbers of the eastern lowland gorilla have plummeted by more than 70% over the past decade, scientists say. 
The researchers have estimated that fewer than 5,000 of the endangered great apes remain in their habitat. 

That represents an astonishing drop of 12,000 gorillas since 1994, says the group Conservation International. 

War, over-hunting, mining and the spread of humans into the apes' former habitat have placed the species under serious threat it is claimed. 

If community-based conservation projects get in and have the support of the government then 10-15 years down the line populations will become stable again 
Dr Patrick Mehlman 

"This decline is massive. But these are also extraordinary circumstances. This is an area that was ravaged by war," Juan Carlos Bonilla, senior director for Central Africa at Conservation International, told BBC News Online. 

"There's room for concern and for cautious optimism. There's been an extraordinary response. Never has so much interest centred on this area for conservation," he added. 

'Massive decline' 
But if the gorilla's decline continues at the present pace, conservationists agree that it might not be long before it is driven to extinction. 

"Gorillas are slow reproducers. This has to be a long-term focus," Dr Patrick Mehlman, director of Africa programmes for Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International, told BBC News Online. 

The eastern lowland gorilla is found almost exclusively in the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

Civil war and mining of the mineral coltan, which is used to make pinhead capacitors in mobile phones and laptops, has brought an influx of people into areas where the apes live. With this often comes a thriving bushmeat trade. 

"There's all sorts of things being done, but it's logistically a very difficult place to work," said David Jay, project co-ordinator at the Born Free Foundation. 

"Ideally, you wouldn't ban the coltan mining, because it's a very poor area and you don't want to deny people a livelihood. But you want to make sure it's being done in a sustainable way." 

A spokeswoman for the International Fund for Animal Welfare (Ifaw) told BBC News Online: 

"We and other organisations are working on the bushmeat issue to encourage those countries in which it is a problem to enforce their own laws on the killing and selling of great apes. 

"But when the political situation is out of control it's very hard to see how there's going to be any priority put on those laws. It's looking very bleak at the moment." 

Long haul 
Maiko National Park in DRC, which is home to many lowland gorillas and has been a protected area since 1938, has had little actual protection according to Conservation International. 

The organisation is making an estimated $3m (£1.6m) investment in the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International (DFGFI) to strengthen its programme in the region. 

Included within this investment is a plan to strengthen protection for the Maiko National Park. 

"In eastern Congo, at present, we don't have these huge multinational logging companies building these roads that then become paths for the bushmeat out," said Dr Mehlman. 

He added that he wanted to establish projects to get existing communities in the DRC involved with conservation of the gorillas. 

"I'm optimistic for the long haul. If community-based conservation projects get in and have the support of the government then 10-15 years down the line populations will become stable again." 

Dr Mehlman said he also wanted to develop industries in the area not based on timber. These include banana growing and tourism. 

Ebola is another contributing factor to the gorilla's demise. When the gorilla is pushed into ever smaller areas, Ebola and other diseases can spread like wildfire through its population. 

A recent survey of mountain gorillas showed their numbers had risen 17% since 1989. It suggested conservation efforts to protect the species from poachers in their remote habitat were paying off. 

Eastern Lowland Gorillas are concentrated in the Maiko National park in eastern DR Congo. 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/science/nature/3578697.stm

Published: 2004/03/30 07:36:54 GMT

© BBC MMIV
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ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP or UN in the News

BBC News, 30 March: Islands face major waste problem(Alex Kirby)

One of the biggest problems facing many small island states is a growing volume of rubbish, the United Nations says. 
The UN Environment Programme estimates the plastic wastes they have to tackle have risen fivefold since the 1990s. 

Dr Klaus Toepfer, Unep's executive director, said: "Small islands across the Caribbean, Indian Ocean and the Pacific are some of the most vulnerable nations on Earth. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/3580253.stm
Le Figaro, 30 mars : Les engrais à l'origine de "zones de la mort" dans les océans

JEJU (AFP) - Des "zones de la mort" privées d'oxygène se multiplient au fond des océans et ces cimetières de poissons et de la flore menacent les ressources de centaines de millions de gens, a déclaré lundi le Programme de l'ONU pour l'environnement (PNUE)….
A moins d'une réaction d'urgence pour traiter le problème à la source, il risque de s'agraver rapidement", a averti le directeur exécutif du PNUE, Klaus Toepfer. 

"Des centaines de millions de gens dépendant de l'environnement marin pour leur nourriture, pour leurs revenus et pour leur culture", a-t-il dit.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040329110819.j07l2vg9.html
Libération, 30 mars : Pollution. Selon l'ONU, 150 zones côtières n'hébergent quasiment plus ni faune ni flore.
L'azote vide les océans de leur vie

Les océans, symbole de vie ? Pas partout, confirment les Nations unies. A l'occasion du Forum ministériel mondial sur l'environnement, qui s'est ouvert hier à Séoul, le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (Pnue) constate que le nombre de «zones mortes» dans les océans de la planète a doublé en seulement dix ans. Cent cinquante zones côtières, qui s'étendent de moins de 1 km2 à plus de70 000 km2, n'hébergent aujourd'hui quasiment plus de vie (………)Soulignant les efforts européens pour réduire la pollution du Rhin à l'azote, le directeur exécutif du Pnue, Klaus Toepfer, a appelé hier les Etats à une «réaction d'urgence pour traiter le problème à la source».

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=190253
The Independent, 30 March: 'Dead zones' in world's oceans are growing, say alarmed UN scientists

It is as sinister a development as any in the list of things going wrong with the planet. Marine "dead zones" - oxygen-starved areas of the oceans that are devoid of fish - are one of the greatest environmental problems facing the world, UN scientists warned yesterday.

There are nearly 150 dead zones across the globe, they are increasing, and they pose as big a threat to fish stocks as over-fishing, the United Nations Environment Program (Unep) said in its Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2003, released at a meeting of environment ministers in Korea.

"Humankind is engaged in a gigantic, global experiment as a result of inefficient and often overuse of fertilisers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever-rising emissions from vehicles and factories," said Klaus Toepfer, Unep's executive director. (………)

Dead zones are especially dangerous to fisheries because they afflict coastal waters where many fish spawn and spend most of their lives before moving to deeper water, said Marion Cheatle, Unep's senior environmental affairs officer. "It hasn't been something well known by policy-makers," Ms Cheatle said.

http://news.independent.co.uk/world/enviro
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Saudi Arabia

Changing Habits Could Help Meet Water Challenge

A forum on water entitled “Water: Uncertain Liquid Asset” was held on Sunday. On the eve of World Water Day, it was hosted by German Consul General Dr. Stephan Keller and moderated by Arab News senior journalist Roger Harrison.

In his opening remarks, Harrison highlighted the challenges facing the Kingdom’s water supplies which arise from “a rapidly increasing population using an increasing volume of water from finite reserves, and at the other end of the process, the disposal of wastewater in a manner that it does not pollute the remaining reserves or the water cycle.”

Dr. Omar Aburizaiza, director, water research unit at King Abdul Aziz University, reviewed ways to meet demands for clean water in the Kingdom. 

“The generally accepted way to meet the increase in demand is by building more desalination plants, but this is expensive and increases pollution in Saudi urban areas.”

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=41834&d=24&m=3&y=2004
UAE

Al Ain environment festival gets under way

More than 500 students from 18 different schools, government and private institutions took part in a parade to mark the start of the Al Ain Environmental Festival that was inaugurated by Shaikh Sultan bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan, Under-Secretary of the Dewan of the Ruler's Representative in the Eastern Region, Chairman of the Al Ain Economic Development and Tourism Authority. 

The four-day festival is being held under the UAE Seventh National Environment Day theme "Clean Air For A Better Life" which underlines the attention paid by the UAE for studying air quality which is considered as one of the environmental priorities in the country.

The procession, accompanied by the Al Ain Police Band, started from Al Ain Palace Museum and wound through the Industrial Area Street before ending at the Al Ain Sports and Cultural Club. Addressing the event, Mohammed Ahmed Al Bowardi, Board Member and the Managing Director of the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA), expressed his gratitude to, "the President, His Highness Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, for his unrelenting support and encouragement to preserve the distinguished identity of Al Ain with its natural beauty, forts, Aflajs and oases that date back to old times."

He also highlighted the importance of "sustainable development, which has become the focus of scientists, researchers as well as states and environment organisations in the third millennium."

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/march/theuae_march715.xml
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan meets Greek and Turkish Cypriot leaders for reaction to settlement plan

*
Uzbekistan: Annan denounces series of bombings and other violent attacks

*
Annan’s adviser recommends long-term UN presence in post-conflict Haiti

*
Security Council reaffirms plans for anti-terror committee until changes take effect

*
UN spokesperson says Brahimi heading to Iraq soon

*
Annan disquieted by rising factionalism in DR of Congo Government

*
Security Council extends UN mission in Sierra Leone and slows troop withdrawal

*
UN envoy sets up review of mission’s response to recent violence in Kosovo

*
Humanitarian crisis in Darfur, Sudan deteriorating, UN agencies say

*
UN war crimes tribunal jails Bosnian Serb for 10 years for burning down village
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* * * *

Cyprus

30 March – United Nations Secretary-General met separately today with the Greek and Turkish Cypriot delegations in Switzerland to receive their reactions to the draft plan to reunify the island nation before its entry into the European Union on 1 May.

Alvaro de Soto, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Cyprus, met with the Deputy Foreign Minister of Greece, Yiannis Valinikis, for the same purpose, a UN spokesperson said in New York.

Mr. de Soto had received the reaction of the Turkish Prime Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, after the Prime Minister’s arrival last night in the Swiss town of Bürgenstock, where the final negotiations are being held. Greek Prime Minister Costas Caramanlis is also participating in the talks.

The spokesperson said contacts at the working level are continuing, while the Secretary-General and his team evaluate the reactions they have received to see whether further adjustments can be made in the time remaining.

Yesterday the Secretary-General unveiled the plan, which would ultimately create a federation of two constituent states – a Greek Cypriot state and a Turkish Cypriot state – and called on the two parties to seize the opportunity to settle the decades-old Cyprus problem “once and for all.”

Mr. Annan began today by meeting the European Commissioner for enlargement, Günter Verheugen, and late in the afternoon received the Swiss Foreign Minister, Micheline Calmy-Rey, for a courtesy call.

* * *
Uzbekistan

30 March – Saying crimes against civilians can never be justified, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today expressed his dismay at the series of terrorist bombings and other violent attacks in Uzbekistan in the past two days.

A statement released by his spokesperson at UN Headquarters in New York said Mr. Annan “condemns those criminal acts in the strongest terms.

“Targeting of civilians is a crime which cannot be justified by any cause,” the statement said.

More than 20 people are reported to have been killed and another 50 people injured, mainly civilians, following bombings and gun battles in the Uzbek capital Tashkent and the provincial city of Bukhara.

* * *

Haiti

30 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s special adviser on Haiti today called for a long-term international presence of some 20 years in the Caribbean country as it recovered from a series of reverses, but he said that mission must give ownership of reconstruction programmes to Haitians themselves.

“We cannot continue, I said to the Council this morning, with the stop-start cycle that has characterized relations between the international community and Haiti,” Special Adviser Reginald Dumas told journalists after he spoke to the Security Council in a closed meeting.

Since 1994, 10 separate and joint missions by the United Nations and the Organization of American States (OAS) would spend a year or two, without necessarily involving local people in their work, and there would be no continuity after the missions left, he said.

During a recent 10-day visit to Haiti’s capital, Port-au-Prince, he saw that the health care, education, human rights, justice and police institutions had virtually collapsed and would require a massive and sustained effort on the part of the international community to restore, Mr. Dumas said.

A long-term commitment would last for a period of not less than 20 years, he said, whether that period would be acceptable to the international community or not. He noted that Mr. Annan had suggested a commitment of 10 years “or more.”

In a couple of weeks he would return to improved security in Haiti and hoped to travel into the interior by road, he said.

Asked about a Caribbean Community (CARICOM) request for an investigation into how Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide came to leave the country at the beginning of the month, he said the request was first made at the special meeting of the regional body in early March and was repeated last week by the 15-member CARICOM summit that met in St. Kitts and Nevis.

“Now remember that this is not an investigation by the United Nations,” he said. “It is an investigation under the auspices of the UN.”

The communiqué from the CARICOM Special Meeting was sent to the Secretary-General who circulated it to General Assembly and Security Council members, but Mr. Dumas said his understanding was that this was not the same as a formal request. “As far as I know, it still remains on the table,” he added.

* * *

Terrorism

30 March – After recently agreeing to a new structure for its Counter-terrorism Committee (CTC), the United Nations Security Council today confirmed that the current operational arrangements of the Committee’s bureau will remain until the new changes take effect.

In an open session, the current Council President, Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, read a statement in which the Council reaffirmed Resolution 1373, which established the Committee, and recalled the President’s statement of 16 October 2003, which had confirmed the continuation of the arrangements for the CTC Bureau until 4 April 2004.

Last week, the Council unanimously decided to restructure the CTC into a Plenary, comprising all 15 Member States, and a Bureau, made up of the Chair and Vice-Chairs, as well as the consolidated expert and Secretariat staff, known as the Counter Terrorism Executive Directorate (CTED), headed by an Executive Director.

The move was made to make the CTC more agile and efficient in helping Member States comply with Resolution 1373, which was adopted in the wake of the 11 September 2001 terror attacks against the United States. That text called on countries to prevent and suppress the financing of terrorism, refrain from providing any support to entities or persons involved in terrorist acts, and deny safe haven to those who finance, plan, support and commit such acts.

* * *

Iraq

30 March – With a United Nations electoral team already in Iraq surveying the possibility of holding direct elections by the end of January, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, is expected to head to the country soon, a UN spokesperson said today.

The technical team, headed by Carina Perelli, Chief of the UN’s Electoral Assistance Division, is in Iraq to assess what needs to be done in order to hold credible elections by 31 January 2005.

The mission will also identify what mechanisms and electoral modalities will make implementing these tasks feasible by that date, and determine the appropriateness and degree to which the United Nations can assist in the implementation of these electoral tasks.

Earlier this month, Mr. Annan received letters from both Iraqi leaders and officials of the United States-led Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) asking for UN assistance with the transfer of sovereignty at the end of June as well as help with preparations for elections before the end of January 2005.

Asked about whether security assessments would allow UN staff to return to Iraq, spokesperson Marie Okabe said that before UN teams arrive in the country, security assessments are made. Any large-scale return of UN staff, she added, would depend on further security assessments.

* * *

DR of Congo

30 March – In a report chronicling regression in the post-conflict Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says the increasing factionalism in the Transitional Government is disquieting, the continuing reports of militia atrocities against civilians causes concern and the slowdown in normalizing relations with the country’s neighbours is regrettable.

He also condemned today the shooting death of a South African peacekeeper Monday near Bukavu as an attempt to deter the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) from fulfilling its mandate. His report also notes that on 12 February Maj. Peter Wachai of Kenya was killed when militias attacked a MONUC convoy near Katoto.

Eight months after the establishment of the DRC’s Transitional Government, “the most crucial issue concerns the ability of the transitional leaders to act as a truly unified government and to overcome the persistent atmosphere of distrust,” he says in a periodic report on developments in the country.

The government’s first priority should be to pass legislation governing security sector reform, extension of the State administration, elections, disarmament, demobilization and reintegration, especially of the Mayi-Mayi militia into the national army, Mr. Anan says.

“I remain deeply concerned about continuing reports of massacres and other atrocities committed against civilians, including reports of horrendous widespread sexual violence being used as a weapon of intimidation and war,” he says.

In the east, the Ituri Interim Administration has not developed into a credible governance structure and its backing from the Transitional Government “is only at the very symbolic stage,” he says, adding that “MONUC cannot be expected to fill this vacuum.”

He calls for an exchange of ambassadors between the DRC and its neighbours to help build a sustainable peace in Central Africa. The international community expects Rwanda and Uganda to ensure that the armed groups in Ituri and the Kivus do not receive support from their territories, he says.

“Peace is not yet irreversible,” he says.

* * *

Sierra Leone

30 March – Extending the mandate of the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) by another six months, the Security Council today endorsed plans to scale down the size of its peacekeeping force to a residual presence next year to give Government forces time to assert control over the country.

In a unanimous decision, the 15-member Council voted to continue UNAMSIL’s work through 30 September at least, as requested by Secretary-General Kofi Annan in his latest report.

The Council also resolved that a reduced UNAMSIL presence should stay on in Sierra Leone for at least six months starting 1 January, to help with the smooth transition of authority over security to the national government. Under a more gradual drawdown than previously planned, the Council estimates that the troop numbers should fall to 3,250 by 28 February 2005 from 5,000 at the end of this year.

The Council resolution follows Mr. Annan’s report last week, which noted that the peace process remains fragile in the West African country, which is attempting to stabilize after a decade-long civil war.

Local elections are scheduled to be held in May and the country’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission is expected to produce its report soon.

In the resolution, the Council also urges the Government to strengthen its efforts to develop an effective police force, army, penal system and independent judiciary so that it can take over those responsibilities soon.

Daudi Mwakawago, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sierra Leone, told reporters at UN Headquarters today that there has been much progress in extending the effective authority of the central government in Sierra Leone to areas that were once considered no-go.

But he said the civil war had damaged so much of the country’s infrastructure that even communicating with outlying areas remained extremely difficult.

Mr. Mwakawago also highlighted the increasing state control of revenue from the diamond industry, an important economic plank for the country. Last year Sierra Leone earned about $76 million in diamond revenues, up from $10 million in 2000.

* * *

Kosovo

30 March – The top United Nations envoy for Kosovo announced today he is setting up a review body to study the UN mission’s response to the deadly violence in the province earlier this month and to make recommendations on how it can react better in future crises.

Harri Holkeri, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Kosovo, said an international judge or jurist will chair the Crisis Management Review Body, which will include qualified crisis management experts. The Body will report back to him on its findings within 30 days of beginning work.

More than two dozen people were killed, hundreds of others were injured, homes and religious sites were burnt and at least 3,000 people driven from their homes during two days of rioting across Kosovo starting 17 March. At the time the Security Council issued a statement by its President denouncing the “large-scale inter-ethnic violence.”

In a statement issued in Pristina, Kosovo’s capital, Mr. Holkeri said the review body will examine whether security and protection measures and procedures can be improved for future crises. It will also assess the performance of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK).

The statement said some of the measures to be examined by the body include better mobilizing the police to control the situation, greater coordination between security agencies and more action to protect minority communities and cultural or religious sites.

Meanwhile, Mr. Holkeri delivered a message on behalf of Secretary-General Kofi Annan at a memorial ceremony for two police officers killed in the days following the rioting in Kosovo.

Offering his condolences to the families of the two officers, Mr. Holkeri said the people who committed the crime should not underestimate the determination of the UN and the international community to continue their work in Kosovo.

The two officers, one from Ghana and one serving in the Kosovo Police Service, were shot dead on 21 March while carrying out routine work in a clearly marked car near the town of Podujevo in the Pristina region. A UN language assistant travelling with them remains in a serious but stable condition in hospital.

* * *

Sudan

30 March – The already dire humanitarian situation in the Darfur region of western Sudan has worsened, United Nations agencies said today, with thousands of internally displaced people now facing water shortages and outbreaks of communicable diseases such as measles.

In an update issued today, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said attacks against civilians are reported to be occurring daily and across the whole of the region.

An estimated 750,000 Sudanese have become internally displaced since fighting erupted early last year between the Sudanese Government, allied militias and rebel groups. Another 110,000 people have fled west across the border into neighbouring Chad.

According to OCHA, there have been indiscriminate killings of civilians, gang rapes, looting of private property and humanitarian aid, burning of villages, abductions, forced migration and general intimidation.

The UN agencies said the attacks have forced internally displaced people to congregate in larger or more urban areas, increasing the chance of disease outbreaks and using up scarce water supplies. OCHA said there have been reports of 30 measles cases in one location.

The ability of UN agencies, such as the World Food Programme (WFP), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and World Health Organization (WHO), to give humanitarian aid in Darfur is limited because of the poor security there, OCHA said.

* * *

ICTY

30 March – The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia today sentenced a Bosnian Serb man to 10 years in jail for his role in the burning down of a predominantly Muslim village in May 1992.

Sitting in The Hague, three judges of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) issued their sentence against Miroslav Deronjić, who had previously pleaded guilty to one count of persecutions as a crime against humanity.

Mr. Deronjić, 49, had been a ranking member of the Serbian Democratic Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina and a commander of local forces in the city of Bratunac in 1992, when the Bosnian Serbs moved to carry out a plan to remove Bosnian Muslims from the region.

On 9 May that year, a day after Mr. Deronjić gave the order, Bosnian Serb forces attacked the village of Glogova, which was overwhelmingly Muslim. The villagers were unarmed and had been previously told they would not be attacked.

According to the indictment, the Bosnian Serb forces “systematically set fire” to Glogova’s homes, mosque, other buildings, fields and haystacks. Some 64 residents were killed and the rest expelled to other territory.

The ICTY found that Mr. Deronjić coordinated and monitored the razing of much of Glogova, and by giving the order to attack, knew there was a “substantial likelihood” that some residents would be killed.

In reaching its sentence, the judges said they took into account Mr. Deronjić’s guilty plea but the events in Glogova were “a classical case of ethnic cleansing,” which was the reason the Security Council set up the ICTY. They also noted that many former residents of Glogova suffer lasting effects of the horror of the attack to this day.

* * *

Colombia

30 March – More than 1,200 Colombians from indigenous communities recently fled their ancestral homelands near the border with Panama because of heavy fighting between left-wing and right-wing forces, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today.

A UNHCR team went to the western Chocó region last weekend and confirmed that 556 people from the indigenous Embera communities had fled their areas along the Opogado and Napipi rivers and taken refuge in Boca de Opogado and Puerto Antioquia.

Another 675 people from the indigenous communities of Unión Cuití and Hoja Blanca sought safety in Loma de Bojaya from clashes between Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) left-wing guerrillas and United Self-Defence Forces (AUC) right-wing paramilitaries, UNHCR said.

Since February, fighting between FARC and AUC has intensified in this area of western Colombia, close to the border with Panama, UNHCR said. The escalating conflict has caused the mostly indigenous and Afro-Colombian population to flee repeatedly along the Opogado, Napipi and other tributaries of the Atrato River.

At the request of the displaced communities, UNHCR and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) sent follow-up missions to Opogado and Loma de Bojaya, where the most urgent needs were for clean water, sanitation and medical assistance. The Colombian Government also sent food to Loma de Bojaya, UNHCR said.

“The displacement comes nearly two years after the massacre of 119 people sheltering in a church in Bojaya in this same area and puts Bojaya again at the epicentre of a growing humanitarian crisis," UNHCR spokesman Kris Janowski said at a news briefing in Geneva.

The refugee agency supports indigenous and Afro-Colombian organizations in the area, considered the poorest in Colombia, through training, documentation campaigns and funding for community initiatives, UNHCR said.

Meanwhile, in southwestern Colombia, hundreds of people have crossed and recrossed the border with Ecuador, according to whether fighting between the Colombian army and FARC guerrillas intensified or lessened in recent weeks.

* * *

Small island states

30 March – From discarded beer cans turning pristine shores blue green to old sofas blocking lush creeks, the world’s small island states are facing another key problem – a rising tide of rubbish and wastes – and need urgent international aid to deal with it, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.

As if rising sea levels, over-fishing, water shortages and inadequate sanitation service were not enough, these countries now see waste threatening not only public health but also their livelihoods, according to studies presented to the 8th Special Session of UNEP’s Governing Council and the Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Jeju, Republic of Korea.

Many small island developing States (SIDS) are dependent on income from tourists, and visitors are less likely to return to an island or recommend it to friends if the landscape, shoreline and coastal waters are littered with plastics, old cans, discarded sofas and other industrial and household rubbish, UNEP noted.

“Small islands across the Caribbean, Indian Ocean and the Pacific are some of the most vulnerable nations on Earth,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said.

“Handling solid wastes from industry, households and tourism is emerging as another issue with which they need advice and help,” he added, noting they were already threatened by extreme weather and rising sea levels due to global warming. “Such wastes are not only unsightly and a threat to wildlife, they can also contaminate rivers and ground waters as they slowly degrade.”

The Pacific island of Nauru, for example, now has a “blue green shoreline,” but this has nothing to do with it being next to a beautiful azure sea, UNEP noted. The colour is caused by mounds of discarded Fosters and Victoria beer cans.

One study, a booklet entitled UNEP and Small Island Developing States: 1994-2004 and Future Perspectives, estimates that since the early 1990s the levels of plastic wastes on SIDS has increased fivefold. It points out that problems of rubbish and litter are part of a wider waste crisis. For example, 90 per cent of wastewater is discharged untreated from islands in the Caribbean. In parts of the northeast Pacific, the level of untreated sewage is 98 per cent.

Another report, UNEP’s Global International Waters Assessment (GIWA), notes that a short walk along any coastline close to human habitation in the Pacific Islands will reveal many example of inappropriate waste disposal, while for Indian Ocean Islands “the most critical issue for the States in the region is the growing problem of solid wastes.”

* * * 

UNCITRAL

30 March – In a bid to make access to low-cost credit easier in many countries, and therefore promote economic development, a working group of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) has drafted a legislative guide on secured transactions, or loans that are guaranteed by collateral.

The proposed guide – designed to give countries a template for how they should frame their domestic legislation on secured transactions – was approved yesterday after a meeting of working groups and will be submitted to UNCITRAL’s next session in June. It is hoped a final guide can be adopted by the organization by 2006.

The working group’s chair, Kathryn Sabo of Canada, said yesterday that the guide, if implemented by countries, should provide more legal certainty to lenders and borrowers.

“The guide aims to present to legislators recommendations for establishing a secured transactions regime that is efficient and transparent, that fairly balances the interests of the parties and that meets the goal of facilitating access to credit at lower cost,” she said.

One of the drafters of the guide, Richard Kohn, who is a lawyer in the United States, said the guide will help many countries to modernize their laws and remove any shortcomings or other flaws. This will encourage prospective lenders from other countries to make loans where once they had been unwilling.

“In some countries, in order for a creditor to obtain a security interest, he has to have possession of the collateral,” he said. “This may be a problem, because the borrower needs possession of the collateral, for instance of equipment or inventory, in the operation of his business.”

UNCITRAL is the core legal body of the UN in dealing with international trade law, and aims to harmonize and modernize the rules of international business.

* * *

Food

30 March – Progress in eliminating hunger and malnutrition has virtually ground to a halt, a United Nations expert on the right to food has told the Commission on Human Rights, with about 36 million people dying every year from hunger.

Presenting his report to the Commission yesterday, Special Rapporteur Jean Ziegler said the food crisis was affecting millions of people, with famine, poverty and hunger combining to leave 840 million people suffering from chronic malnutrition.

It was time to recognize that hunger was not a question of fate but the result of human inaction or action, he said.

Mr. Ziegler cited Sudan, Ethiopia and Afghanistan as among the hardest hit countries and said at least 38 States, mostly African, were seriously affected by the food crisis.

He added that the situation in the Palestinian territory is also badly deteriorating, with more than half of Palestinians dependent on food aid and humanitarian access to the population often restricted.

Mr. Ziegler told the Commission, which is meeting in Geneva for its annual session, that an alternative model for agricultural trade is emerging from developing countries, which see the free trade promises of international trade talks as illusory.

Dubbed “food sovereignty,” the concept regards trade as a means to an end rather than an end in itself, and gives more importance to the right to food. Therefore, subsidies would be considered acceptable to sustain small-scale agriculture production but not to support large-scale farming that is used for exports.

* * *

Pregnancy

30 March – The number of women in developing countries receiving prenatal care has risen 20 per cent since 1990, with the lowest percentage being in South Asia, according to a joint report issued by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

“The advantages of receiving regular antenatal care cannot be stressed enough,” said Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of UNICEF. “If a woman comes for antenatal care early in her pregnancy, there is time for early diagnosis and treatment of infections in the mother, and an opportunity to prevent low birth weight and other conditions in the newborn.”

The study spotlights governments that now see prenatal or antenatal medical visits as an opportunity to provide the pregnant woman with, say, a vaccination to prevent tetanus, an insecticide-treated net screen to prevent malaria, tests for anaemia, enrolment in Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission of HIV and counselling for a safe delivery.

These factors help to ensure that the mother remains healthy through childbirth.

Prenatal care increases the likelihood that a skilled attendant – a doctor, midwife, nurse, or other health care provider with equivalent skills – is present at the birth and can detect and manage childbirth complications. This assistance may mean the difference between life and death for mother and child.

“The most dangerous time for a pregnant woman is the critical period around labour and delivery, which is when most women die,” said Joy Phumaphi, Assistant Director-General for Family and Community Health at WHO. “Giving care and information during pregnancy can help reduce the number of women who die giving birth.”

More than half of women in the developing world are getting at least four antenatal visits, in line with the WHO recommendation. Notable exceptions include Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Morocco, Nepal and Yemen, all of which have relatively high percentages of women who have only one antenatal care visit.

In Nepal 38 per cent of women reported at least one visit, but only 9 per cent reported four or more visits. South Asia, overall, had the lowest levels of antenatal care with only half of women getting even one visit.

* * *
Alistair Cooke

30 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today paid tribute to the New York-based British journalist Alistair Cooke, presenter of the famous “Letter from America” radio segment, who has died.

In a statement issued by his spokesperson, Mr. Annan said Mr. Cooke had a special place in the history of the UN – in 1945 he covered the world body’s founding conference in San Francisco for what was then known as the Manchester Guardian.

From 1961 to 1967 Mr. Cooke produced and presented “International Zone,” a programme on world affairs produced by the UN’s Department of Public Information and released around the globe.

The journalist was best known for his “Letter from America,” a radio segment broadcast weekly by the British Broadcasting Corp. (BBC), with only an occasional break, since 1946. He was also a television presenter.

Offering his condolences to Mr. Cooke’s family “and all others touched by this loss,” Mr. Annan commended the journalist’s “lifelong efforts to increase mutual understanding between peoples.”

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
We are expecting as a guest, depending on how quickly the Security Council consultations are finished -- the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Haiti, Reginald Dumas.  I’ll let you know whether he will get here in time before the end of the briefing.

**Secretary-General/Cyprus Talks
The Secretary-General met separately today with the Greek Cypriot delegation and the Turkish Cypriot delegation in Bürgenstock, Switzerland, to receive their reactions to the draft plan that he unveiled yesterday.

Alvaro de Soto, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Cyprus, met with Greek Deputy Foreign Minister Yiannis Valinikis for the same purpose.  He had received the reaction of the Turkish Prime Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, after the Prime Minister’s arrival in Bürgenstock last night.  Greek Prime Minister Costas Caramanlis is also participating in the talks.

Contacts at the working level are continuing, while the Secretary-General and his team evaluate the reactions they have received to see whether further adjustments can be made in the time remaining.

The Secretary-General began the day by meeting with the European Commissioner for enlargement.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding consultations this morning on Haiti, on which it is receiving a briefing by the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Reginald Dumas.  Mr. Dumas will speak to you shortly, as I just mentioned. 

Once consultations adjourn, the Council expects to go into two formal meetings.  The first concerns a resolution on a six-month extension of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone, and the second will be to adopt a presidential statement extending the present arrangements of the Security Council’s Counter-Terrorism Committee, also by six months.

I have just been informed that, unfortunately, Mr. Dumas will not be out in time to be the guest here; and that he will go to the Security Council stakeout microphone following the consultations.  Hopefully, we will have an announcement here; so, if you need to go out, you can do that.  Otherwise, we will squawk it upstairs.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman on Uzbekistan
I have a couple of statements attributable to the Spokesman.  The first one is on terrorist acts in Uzbekistan:

“The Secretary-General expressed his dismay about the series of terrorist bombings and other violent acts perpetrated in the past two days in the Uzbek capital, Tashkent, and the provincial centre, Bukhara, which reportedly claimed the lives of more than 20 people and left more than 50 injured, most of them civilians.

“The Secretary-General condemns those criminal acts in the strongest terms.  Targeting of civilians is a crime, which cannot be justified by any cause.”

**Democratic Republic of Congo Death of South African Peacekeeper
Turning to Africa, the UN Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) reports that a South African peacekeeper was killed yesterday in an isolated incident in the vicinity of Bukavu in the east.

The MONUC is investigating the incident, and we have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman:

“The Secretary-General is deeply saddened by the killing of a MONUC contingent member near Bukavu yesterday.  While the perpetrators of the incident remain unknown, he condemns in the strongest possible terms any attempts to deter MONUC, that is the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, from carrying out its mandate.

“MONUC is carrying out a full investigation into the incident.”

**Democratic Republic of Congo Report
The peace process in the Democratic Republic of the Congo is facing daunting challenges, says the Secretary-General in his latest report on the UN Mission in that country, which was issued yesterday as a Security Council document. 

In the report, the Secretary-General expresses deep concern on continuing reports of atrocities against civilians by militia groups, especially in Ituri.  He also regrets that the pace of normalization of relations between the DRC and its neighbours has slowed down.

He draws attention to serious delays in enacting key legislation which would pave the way towards national elections in 2005, and which would also trigger essential international assistance.  The Secretary-General says that the increasing factionalism within the Transitional Government is disquieting.  He calls on all government members to work together to build on the progress achieved so as to keep the peace process on track.

**Kosovo
On Kosovo, Harri Holkeri, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, today delivered a message on his behalf, at a ceremony commemorating the two police officers killed there last week.

The two officers, one from Ghana and one from Kosovo, were shot while carrying out routine work in the Pristina region.  A UN language assistant who was also shot is in serious but stable condition.

At the ceremony, Mr. Holkeri extended his condolences to the families of the officers, praising their commitment and courage; and wished their wounded colleague a speedy recovery.

We have more in a press release available upstairs.

While on the topic of Kosovo, Mr. Holkeri also signed today signed an Executive Decision to set up a Crisis Management Review Body to review the UN Mission in Kosovo’s response to the disturbances there during 17-18 March.

The body, to be chaired by an international judge or jurist, will include qualified international crisis management experts as members, to be appointed by Mr. Holkeri. 

It will evaluate and assess the response of the UN Mission to the crisis, and make recommendations for enhancing the effectiveness of security and protection mechanisms and procedures for future crises. 

We have more on this in a press release upstairs.

**Sudan
Civilians in Darfur in the Sudan, who continue to be attacked by armed groups, also now face shortages of water, and outbreaks of communicable diseases such as measles, according to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

It says internally displaced persons continue to face repeated attacks and looting of humanitarian aid.  Indiscriminate killings, gang rapes, abductions, looting, forced migration and general intimidation are reportedly occurring on a daily basis and are widespread throughout the region.

Attacks against civilians are forcing internally displaced persons to congregate in larger and more urban areas, which increases the risk of disease outbreaks.  There have already been reports of up to 30 cases of measles in one location.  Scarce sources of water around which the internally displaced congregate are dwindling rapidly.

Growing needs are overwhelming the current capacity of aid groups, who are strengthening their staff and material resources and pre-positioning stocks.  Aid agencies in the area report that violence limits their ability to sufficiently assess the needs of internally displaced persons. 

Meanwhile, Tom Vraalsen, the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs for the Sudan, has arrived in N’Djamena, Chad, for talks on a humanitarian ceasefire for the conflict stricken Darfur region of the Sudan.  We hope to have more on that later.

**Colombia
The UN refugee agency has sent staff and aid to parts of western Colombia, amid reports of intensified fighting that has displaced more than 1,500 people in the last two weeks.

UNHCR confirmed that heavy fighting between left-wing guerrillas and right-wing paramilitaries in the Choco region had driven more than 500 indigenous Embera people from their homes.  Elsewhere, along the NapipiRiver, armed clashes have forced a separate group, of nearly 700 indigenous people, to flee.  There is more on this in UNHCR’s briefing notes from Geneva.

**Pregnant Women
In a joint report issued by the UN Children’s Fund, UNICEF, and the World Health Organization, the number of pregnant women in the developing world who are receiving antenatal care during their pregnancies has increased significantly since 1990.

The number of women receiving antenatal care has increased by 20 per cent since 1990, with the greatest progress reported in Asia, and the least improvement in sub-Saharan Africa.  We have a press release with more details on this development.

**UNEP/Island Rubbish
Urgent international assistance is needed to help small island States deal with a rising tide of rubbish and wastes, according to studies carried out by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

UNEP says the waste material not only threatens public health, but also livelihoods, as many small island developing States are dependent on income from tourists.

For example, the Pacific island of Nauru, now has a “blue green shoreline”  –- but this has nothing to do with it being next to a beautiful azure sea. 

The colour is caused by rubbish or more specifically mounds of discarded Victoria beer cans.

UNEP, in collaboration with other UN agencies and waste institutions, has been helping small island States to fight this problem.  We have more in a press release upstairs.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman on Death of Alistair Cooke
And finally, I have another statement from the Secretary-General and just two more announcements:

“The Secretary-General was saddened by the death of Alistair Cooke.  The Secretary-General was a great admirer of Mr. Cooke’s renowned ‘Letter from America’.  But Mr. Cooke also had a special place in the history of the United Nations.  In 1945, as a journalist for the Manchester Guardian, he covered the San Francisco conference at which the United Nations was founded.  And from 1961 to 1967, he was the producer and on-camera presenter for ‘International Zone’, a globally distributed programme on world affairs produced by the UN Department of Public Information.  The Secretary-General pays tribute to Mr. Cooke’s lifelong efforts to increase mutual understanding between peoples, and extends condolences to Mr. Cooke’s family and all others touched by this loss.”

**Press Conference Today
Press conferences this afternoon, but before that I think I have another update on Mr. Dumas.  We will squawk when Mr. Dumas will be at the stakeout.  So, he will definitely not come here.

But at 2:00 o’clock this afternoon, we will have Mr. Daudi Mwakawago, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Sierra Leone, who will brief you on the situation in that country.  He was originally scheduled to come earlier, but he asked for a postponement of that briefing.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And finally, tomorrow we have as a guest at the noon briefing Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, who will be joining us to talk about HIV/AIDS in Swaziland.

And that’s all I have for you.  Michéle Montas, the General Assembly Spokeswoman, is here if you have any questions for her.  Any questions?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Two incidents back to back in the Congo.  One in Bukavu, the other one in Kinshasa the other day.  Do we know what’s going on?

Associate Spokesperson:  Well, as I mentioned, the body of the South African peacekeeper was something that was just discovered last night and an investigation has been launched.  We did issue a statement by the Secretary-General on the disturbances in Kinshasa yesterday, and at the moment I don’t see any correlation between the two.  But we will provide you more as soon as we find out more about the Bukavu incident.  But as the Secretary-General said in his report, there is still a lot of work that remains to be done, and I suggest we review that report, as well, and the Security Council will be taking up that report shortly in its consultations.

Question:  Is there any report of the Secretary-General due on the Congo now?

Associate Spokesperson:  It just came out.  One just came out and the Council will be taking it up. I don’t have a Council programme in front of me, but usually a report comes out a few days before members take it up in consultations.  Yes?

Question:  I have two questions on the security in Iraq; the accountability panel report.  First of all, does Louise Fréchette or anybody else in the Secretary-General’s immediate entourage have any plans to talk to us at some point about what happened; about what was said there in the report?  And the second question, the report concludes that the panel was fully aware that the organization and its staff will continue to have to accept risks, perhaps at higher levels than in the past.  Now that the UN is preparing to go back to Iraq, what is the UN’s assessment of how the security situation may have changed since then?

Associate Spokesperson:  Okay, let me start with your first question regarding senior officials talking to you.  As you know, the Secretary-General’s intention had been to address this issue himself on Friday before his departure.  Unfortunately, this could not happen, and, therefore, it was the Spokesman for the Secretary-General together with the Chair of the panel who ended up giving you the announcement.  But it was the intention by the Secretary-General himself to do this.  And as I said, it was an unfortunate development that he could not.  As of now, I have not heard of any further plans for any other senior officials to address you on this matter.  [It was clarified later that the Secretary-General had intended to be in New York when the findings and response to the report were announced.]  Regarding security in Iraq, I don’t want to go over the report because it was covered fairly extensively.  But I think in terms of risks, what the report was trying to say was that nobody had expected the kind of attack that took place on the United Nations, that had occurred on 19 August on that scale.  And, therefore, the world changed for the United Nations in terms of its operating environment since then.  As for when and how the UN would go back to Iraq in any large numbers, that will obviously depend on further security assessments and improvements in the security environment before that decision can take place.

Question:  Do we know how much improvement has taken place since the attack as far as the security situation that would allow the UN to go back at this point in time or not yet?

Associate Spokesperson:  Improvement in the security environment for ...?

Question:  For the UN to go back to Iraq.

Associate Spokesperson:  Well, as you know each time any assessment has gone in, we have done an assessment for that particular mission.  There is on the ground a liaison security team now that is constantly monitoring and looking towards the future.  Before the UN decides to send back staff to Iraq, obviously at that point, a green light would have to go on about whether the security situation is right for them to return.  But no, there is no public document that is assessing, for the UN at least, the level of security for UN staff on a day-to-day basis since the attack. 

Question:  Can we hear now when Mr. Brahimi is going back?  Is he definitely going back?  And is the team that’s there at the moment, are they purely looking at the arrangements for the elections at the end of the year or are there any of Mr. Brahimi’s team there who might be looking at this rather more pressing issue of the handover of power? 

Associate Spokesperson:  No.  On the ground, as you know, led by Ms. Perelli, is a technical team.  It is looking into the technical aspects.  There is a short media advisory put out by them that is upstairs for you to pick up which explains specifically what their terms of reference are; which is exactly what you are saying.  We are expecting Mr. Brahimi to go in soon and again as last time, we will convey to you, announce to you, as soon as he arrives there, whether it’s in the middle of the night or over the weekend.  Yes?

Question:  On the General Assembly, do we know if any call has been placed to the President to do the investigation as requested by the 14 heads of the Caribbean countries?

Associate Spokesperson:  Michéle Montas will answer that.

Spokeswoman for General Assembly President:  Yes.  President Julian Hunte is away right now, in Japan.  However, I do know that the Representative of Jamaica is trying to reach him and to discuss with him the possibility of the General Assembly examining the situation and the request by CARICOM.  But the President has not received yet a formal letter.

Question:  But what is the position of Mr. Dumas?

Associate Spokesperson:  Let’s ask Mr. Dumas when he comes to the Security Council stakeout.

Question:  Well, he clearly doesn’t know his position because 14 Caribbean countries did not recognize the government and he is Representative of the Secretary-General.  That’s an embarrassing situation.

Associate Spokesperson:  Let’s ask him.  He will be in front of you shortly.

If there are no other questions, have a pleasant afternoon.  Thank you.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Poverty" ��Korea Times  - UN Director Calls for Korea's Role in Tackling Poverty�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��Yonhap News - Environment Ministers Discuss Women's Engagement in Water Policies� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Tourism" ��BBC - Islands face major waste problem


Taipei Times - Tourism trashes island nations�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Islands" ��CBS News.com – Paradise Islands choked with trash�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Refuse" ��The Washington Times - Refuse blighting world's small islands�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Experts" ��Terra Daily - Paradise lost to rusting beer cans, trash: environment experts�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Throwawaysociety" ��USIA News - "Throwaway Society" Said to Be Hurting World's Small Island States        � 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Garbage" ��Las Vegas Sun - U.N. Warns on Island Countries' Garbage�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sewage" ��ABC News  - U.N. Warns About Islands' Sewage Problems�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Beauty" ��Reuters - Garbage Threatening Beauty of Paradise Islands�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Smallislandsttes" ��ENS - Small Island States Awash in a Sea of Trash�


U.S.A. Today - U.N. warns about islands' sewage problems 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Rubbish" ��Scotsman.com - Paradise Awash with Rubbish�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNwarns" ��CTV.CA - UN warns about garbage on islands� 


Burlington County Times - U.N. Warns About Garbage on Islands


� HYPERLINK  \l "Seas" ��The Mail and Guardian - Sewage is 'killing the seas'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Problems" ��Bradenton.Com - U.N. Warns About Islands' Sewage Problems��� HYPERLINK  \l "Plant" ��The Washington Times - U.N. report cites global plant growth�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Deadzones" ��USIA News – U.N. Warns of Dead Zones in World’s Oceans�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Concern" ��Kuenselonline, Bhutan - Increasing 'dead zones' : A cause for concern�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��NY TIMES - U.S. Trims Request for Exemptions From Pact on Saving Ozone Layer�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pesticide" ��Reuters - US, others delay elimination of damaging pesticide�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ban" ��Bradenton Herald - Farmers Get One-Year 'Reprieve' on Fumigant Facing Jan. 1 Ban             � 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Substance" ��IPS - U.S. Seizes Opening for Ozone-Depleting Substance�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Bromure" ��AP - Bromure de méthyle: 11 pays développés obtiennent une exemption pour 2005�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Growers" ��Tampa Tribune - U.S. Cuts Ozone Limit Request; State Growers Affected�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nations" ��Seattle Times - Nations agree to delay ban on pesticide�
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