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Other Environment-related News

· Canadian Newswire - New cases of skin cancer in Canada up by 30 per cent compared to 10 years ago
· Reuters - Hollywood, Russia Spur Climate Cost Feuding
· Reuters - Relief teams scramble after Caribbean floods

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROWA




Other UN News

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  28 May 2004
Khaleej Times Online

African irony: Plenty of sunshine, but little solar power
(DPA)

29 May 2004 

JOHANNESBURG/NAIROBI - What had been the star of the world summit on sustainable energy two years ago in Johannesburg can be seen next to the highway to Pretoria. 

A huge solar collector gleams in the sun on the grounds of the South African Development Bank. But the high-tech has a flaw: The round disc is rarely correctly positioned, so that it usually points earthwards, rather than towards the sun as it is supposed to do.
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The solar collector, looking like some kind of monument, actually could be seen as a symbol of the application of solar energy technology in Africa. Visitors often wonder why the rooftops on a continent so greatly bathed in sunshine don’t have more solar cells.

“Only those people who have a lot of money can afford it,” is the explanation given by David Otieno of the Kenyan environmental group Solarnet in Kenya.

He says an estimated 200,000 households do use solar power. It costs at least 500 euros (600 dollars) for the investment in the equipment to convert sunshine into energy - about one-half a person’s average annual income in Kenya.

Otieno reports than in the neighbouring country of Ethiopia, as much solar energy is delivered in one day than Germany uses in one and a half years.

“It is above all radios, TV sets and mobile phone rechargers, which are operated on solar power,” he said. “But the potential for this form of energy is far from being exhausted.”

This is also the view of Beate Baethke, solar energy expert for the German investment and development company DEG.

“In southern Namibia there have been measurements showing that just through the sun’s radiation alone 3,000 kilowatt-hours could be produced annually per one square metre,” she said. “This is several times over the levels found in California.”

UN push

It is no wonder, then, that the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is pushing the use of solar energy in Africa. For three years UNEP has been gathering data in the research of the continent’s solar and wind power potential.
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In many parts of Africa, solar energy does not even have to compete against conventional power sources as is the case in Europe. Electricity networks often do not extend beyond a city’s boundaries.

“The question here is not ‘solar power or coal’, but rather ‘solar power or no electricity?’” commented UNEP energy expert Eric Usher. In Zambia, for example, only about 5 per cent of the population has electricity, with solar power conversion the most widely used source.

Botswana, by contrast, is the leader in tapping solar energy in order to heat water. “There is scarcely a public building there in which the warm water has not been heated by the sun,” said Usher.

In South Africa, Germany is promoting the electrification of remote regions. Under a 15.8 million euro loan, work began in May 2002 to provide 27,000 households, schools and health clinics with solar power.

Prior to that, the European Union had invested 12.5 million euros in solar energy, the aim to provide 1,000 rural schools with electricity for the first time ever. But the project suffered a setback due to theft of equipment and above all vandalism.

Professor Linda Chisolm of South Africa’s national research council HSRC cites a further reason for the difficult position of solar power in Africa.

“There are indications that solar facilities are regarded as a second-class source of electricity in many rural regions, and that they are seen as too weak and too expensive while blocking the greatly-desired access to electric power grids,” she said.

Besides such problems of acceptance, many experts also regard the conventional power concerns as an obstacle, and the same applies to governments’ unwillingness to try out alternative energy sources.

“The politicians want to protect the old state monopolies,” says Otieno of Solarnet in Kenya. “For many governments in Africa, solar energy is something suspicious.”

But he says there is some hope. In Kenya, solar collectors come tax-free, and further accessories are also soon to be made exempt from taxes.

Namibia is also going down some new paths, says Beate Baethke. ”There, state-recognised technicians can make applications for their customers, and then they receive subsidies,” she said.

Above all, farms with no link to the Namibian electricity grid are more and more augmenting their diesel-powered generators with photovoltaic facilities. 

__________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre

WHO hails growing use of global standards against cancer-causing sun rays
	

	Children wearing sun hats


27 May 2004 – With millions of new skin cancer cases diagnosed every year, the United Nations health agency today hailed the adoption by more and more Member States of the Global Solar Ultraviolet Index (UVI) which seeks to educate people about the dangers of overexposure to the sun’s radiation. 

In recent days Canada and the United States, where well over a million new cases of skin cancer are diagnosed each year, have begun using the UVI, an internationally-agreed and standardized measure of ultraviolet (UV) radiation levels expected for the next day which is usually given in conjunction with local news and weather reports. 

“UV radiation contributes significantly to the burden of skin and eye diseases around the world,” said Dr. Mike Repacholi, Coordinator of Radiation and Environmental Health for the Geneva-based World Health Organization (WHO). 

“The adoption of the UVI by countries such as Canada and the United States, where there is a strong ‘tanning culture’, is particularly welcome,” he added, stressing that UVI will certainly help raise awareness of the importance of sun protection and hopefully have an impact on reducing the number of skin cancers and cataracts in years to come. 

In the UVI, as developed by WHO in collaboration with the International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP)and the UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO), UV radiation levels are expressed on a scale of 1 (low) to >11 (dangerously high). 

Outside the tropics, the highest UV levels occur when the sun is at its maximum elevation, for example, around midday during the summer months. Altitude (the higher one is above sea level, the less UV is absorbed by the atmosphere), proximity to the equator and cloudless skies are also factors which increase levels. 

Shade is one of the best defences. During midday hours when the sun’s UV rays are at their peak, finding shade is particularly important. If one has to be in the sun, wearing sunglasses, a wide-brimmed hat and protective clothing, and frequently applying sunscreen of Sun Protection Factor 15+ are all important protective measures, WHO said. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

CNN

Will Global Warming Bring Us The Day After Tomorrow 
LISOVICZ: And this weekend certainly it will be the focus of a lot of activities. Also of course, any Memorial Day weekend very popular movie-going. A new weather disaster movie is making waves at the box office. "The Day After Tomorrow," which depicts a new ice age brought on by global warming, opened this week and it is expected to do big business. But the prospect of this kind of wild weather is more than just a movie script. It is also a scenario the Pentagon is trying to prepare for.

Late last year the Defense Department commissioned a study of various national security threats brought on by global warming. Joining us today is Paul Epstein, he is the associate director of the Center for Health and the Global Environment at the Harvard Medical School.

Welcome.

PAUL EPSTEIN, HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL: Hello, Susan, Allen and Andy.

LISOVICZ: It is good to have you. You know, I interviewed the producer of "The Day After Tomorrow" just a few days ago. And he said, relax, it is just a movie, eat your popcorn, sit back, enjoy it. The fact is the drama in that movie is kind of unlikely that this new ice age would be brought on in just a few days. But the aspects of global warming that bring on this dramatic change are not outlandish.

EPSTEIN: This is true. Clearly three days is something no one projects. But three years, three decades, behind this movie is a lot of science. And in 2002, January, the National Academy of Science put out a report called "Abrupt Climate Changes and Inevitable Surprises."

And what they looked at is the ice core records which show just this kind of cold reversal when it is warming. And while there are other scenarios that could happen that are abrupt as well, we could have melting of tundra in Alaska and release of methane that could warm things up dramatically. We could have slippage of some of the ice in the Antarctic peninsula, and that would raise sea levels.

But this particular one is very important to us because it is in the Northeast and we're already seeing some changes in the circulation of the North Atlantic that are reminiscent of the kind of event that happened 13,000 years ago when we were warming up and suddenly cooled.

SERWER: All right. So, Paul, I mean, how likely is this kind of a scenario? And what could happen here?

EPSTEIN: Well, this is the question, how likely? And I would say five years ago, we would have thought this was very unlikely. What we're seeing now is that climate is changing. Humans are responsible. Biological systems are responding. And the costs, the money associated with these extreme weather events is going up. And I would like to touch on that because what we're already seeing is dramatic and affecting the economies and security.

It also represents increased chances of such an event or such surprises because we're seeing the rate of change increase, warming is happening faster. And the volatility, the variance around the mean, the swings from high temperatures to low temperatures to cold winters, to hot winters, to droughts like we have had in the West, now we're in the fifth consecutive year, extreme heavy events like we're seeing in Haiti today of five feet of rain in 36 hours. This was in "The New York Times" on Friday.

These are the kinds of extremes that we're seeing, of droughts, punctuated by heavy rains and it is the instability that tells us that such events and such surprises are more likely than they were several years ago.

WASTLER: Dr. Epstein, Allen here, tell me a little bit more about that economic effect. Can you put some dollar figures on what exactly gets hit and how much it may just add up to the old pocketbook?

EPSTEIN: Good, yes. And clearly this is what is affecting industry and particularly the finance sector and the reinsurance sector that has to ensure the insurers. Extreme weather events and other catastrophes like volcanoes and earthquakes cost about $4 billion a year into the '80s. In the '90s it went up tenfold to $40 billion a year. The United Nations environmental program is projecting that the cost of extreme weather events and these disasters could go to $150 billion a year within this decade if current trends continued.

In fact, they were $60 billion last year, $55 billion the year before. So we're on a trajectory. I hasten to add of that $60 billion, a quarter of it is insured, about $15 billion. So we're seeing an escalation of the costs and as we see more events in the northern hemisphere, in the U.S., with droughts and winds and so on; in Europe, like the summer heat wave last year that was so devastating in terms of lives; in terms of crop failures, in terms of wildfires, and it lost 10 percent -- the alpine glaciers lost 10 percent of their mass in the Alps. We're seeing this clustering of events and this is what is affecting the life and health sector of the insurance industry, the property and casualty and actually the markets and the stability.

LISOVICZ: Dr. Epstein, what you're saying is frankly a lot more scary than that movie, "The Day After Tomorrow." But you know, it seems the government is completely focused on oil, getting enough oil and terrorism, preventing another attack. And those are obviously very serious concerns. Is the government in your mind taking enough precautions, take any precautions? What can we do to try to at least slow this process?

EPSTEIN: Well, good. And I clearly -- focusing on oil is the first necessary, though, insufficient step, because we have other global problems. But if we don't get this clean energy transition correct, and make it a win-win for the economy and the environment, we're not going to start this process of sustainable development properly.

Oil, I'm a medical doctor, we look at the health and ecological ramifications of our dependence on oil, and from the extraction to the mining of coal, for instance, the transport and the spills to the refining and the benzene. And then we come to the combustion and here we have acid rain, air pollution and climate change, which is the icing, or should we say, the de-icing on the cake.

There are so many security reasons and health and ecological reasons, now the financial reasons for getting off oil are mounting up. This government is clearly very influenced by the oil sector. I think to the exclusion of many other sectors. And we see industries trying to become more efficient. We see many of them beginning to look around at each other and say, what kind of incentives do we need to build into this system, to push these new trends -- these new technologies into the marketplace?

LISOVICZ: Dr, Epstein, you've raised a lot of very important issues. And this is an election year. And we hope that a lot of people listen to what you're saying. Dr. Paul Epstein, the associate director at the Center for Health and the Global Environment, at the Harvard Medical School. Thank you for joining us.

EPSTEIN: Thank you very much.

________________________________________________________________

Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne, Australia)

May 30, 2004 Sunday

Game of the week
Surfin' the Net

Saturday is World Environment Day. It's 24 hours to celebrate our planet and pledge to keep our corner of it clean and healthy. Even seemingly simple acts, such as throwing lolly wrappers in the bin or turning off unused lights, help Earth remain green.

www.unep.org/wed/2000/

Nicole Kidman and Hugh Jackman are not the only famous Aussies. We excel in many areas and have bred 10 Nobel laureates, including Peter Doherty, who won in 1996 for research into cells, the body's building blocks.

http://science.uni serve.edu.au/school/resource/famsci.html

Chemistry was never so much fun. The Periodic Table of Comic Books is a list of elements and comic-book characters related to it. For example, under Kr for Krypton, you'll find Superman, who was born on the planet of the same name.

www.uky.edu/Projects/Chemcomics/index.html
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The Hartford Courant
May 28, 2004, Friday

Movie overplays disaster of climate change, but threat is real

BYLINE: By John Jurgensen
HARTFORD, Conn. _ In 1983, millions of Americans tuned into a television movie that showed what a nuclear attack might do to the country _ specifically Lawrence, Kan. But critics of the movie, "The Day After," complained that the prime-time drama didn't come close to depicting the horror of nuclear holocaust.

Now, more than 20 years and many disaster films later, comes a vision of end times in a different form. 

In "The Day After Tomorrow," opening in theaters Friday, it's weather, not weapons, that has humanity cowering. But unlike the made-for-TV movie that struck many as too tame, "The Day After Tomorrow" pumps up the menace of abrupt climate change, endowing it with the swift killing power of, say, a rogue asteroid.

But despite the Hollywood hyperbole, the film's creators and supporters hope it has the potential to do what anti-nuke advocates wanted from "The Day After": put a scare into the public and policy-makers about a threat that the majority of scientists say is as real as an armed missile.

"The good news is that the disaster in the film is greatly exaggerated. The bad news is that the risk of global climate change is truly severe," said James Gustave Speth, dean of the Yale University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies and author of the new book "Red Sky at Morning: America and the Crisis of the Global Environment" (Yale University Press, $24).

Director Roland Emmerich, who has shown a penchant for epic destruction in films such as "Godzilla" and "Independence Day," doesn't have to exercise the same scientific restraint as the researchers who actually study the climate. For Emmerich, the message is in the mayhem _ accepted science just gets the action rolling.

The culprit behind his environmental nightmare is, of course, human-induced global warming. The Earth has simmered to a tipping point, melting glaciers and Arctic ice caps and inundating the ocean with fresh water.

As the Atlantic gets diluted, the aquatic cycle (known as the thermohaline circulation) that draws warm tropical waters up to the northern hemisphere via the Gulf Stream, warming parts of Europe, shuts down.

What begins with freakish snowstorms in New Delhi spins into a chain reaction that upends the climate in days. Hailstones like baseballs batter Tokyo. A pack of twisters obliterate Los Angeles. And long-suffering New York gets slammed with a tsunami. Plummeting ocean temperatures spawn massive hurricanes that funnel frigid air from the upper atmosphere and, within a week, the northern half of the world is frozen. Meanwhile, the population south of Washington heads for Mexico.

Although most experts concur with the film's first premise _ human activity is causing the Earth to warm _ such a rapid cataclysm stemming from a crippled Gulf Stream, they say, is fiction.

Emmerich has said that he was inspired in part by a book called "The Coming Global Superstorm," a doom-laden prediction of the meteorological future. The book's two authors (one of whom has novelized "The Day After Tomorrow") are better known for their writings on the paranormal, especially UFOs.

But, as Emmerich would probably agree, worst-case scenarios tend to get responses that nuanced scientific studies do not.

That may have been the reasoning behind another report, commissioned by the Pentagon and made public early this year, which cast climate change in terms of national security. Written by two members of a California think tank, the report was not meant to supply a forecast, but rather a potential crisis for planners to envision.

As in "The Day After Tomorrow," the climate collapse in the report comes after the aquatic heat pump for the Northern Hemisphere shuts down, an event that many experts believe led to the last reversion to ice-age temperatures about 13,000 years ago.

The hypothetical catastrophe makes for grim reading: "Turning inward, the U.S. effectively seeks to build a fortress around itself to preserve resources. Borders are strengthened to hold back starving immigrants ..."And later, " ... an ancient pattern reemerges: the eruption of desperate, all-out wars over food, water, and energy supplies."

Scientists who care about their reputations don't spout such conjecture in public. Instead, they cling to the facts that, for many, seem frightening enough.

"The kind of changes expected in the future are really scary enough that you don't need to go beyond them to these drastic scenarios," said Julia Verville, a climate expert with the Union of Concerned Scientists, which has endorsed the film as a wake up call.

More likely than a Gulf Stream shutdown are the incremental effects of a long-term warming trend. For example, higher temperatures increase evaporation off the oceans, accelerating the hydrological cycle, resulting in heavy rains and flooding in some regions and severe drought in others.

"Prediction is a word that most scientists would be very uncomfortable with. We can only provide a range of likely scenarios. They add up to a warming world with more of these incidents of extreme weather, the kind of things we already see," Verville said.

In other words, people don't have to go to the movies to find evidence that things are heating up. For example:

According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, it is very likely that 1990 to 2000 was the warmest decade and 1998 the warmest year since 1861.

Across the world, sea is thinning and glaciers are receding. On Mount Everest, for example, a glacier along a popular climbing route has retreated more than three miles since 1953, according to a report by the United Nations Environmental Program.

Scientists have observed the impact of warming in the populations and habitat shifts of plant and animal species. For example, 22 of 35 butterfly species in Europe have shifted their range northward by up to 150 miles, according to a study published in the journal Nature.

"Some of this may be due to certain natural variability, but frankly I don't think there's a serious question anymore whether we're seeing global warming or not. This is happening," Speth said.

The consequences may not be blockbuster fodder, he said, but that shouldn't be a requisite for preventive action.

"If all of the maple trees disappear out of Connecticut, if all of the coral disappears out of the ocean, if sea level inundates the coastal marshes of Connecticut and we get severe weather events like the hurricane of 1938, these are not unrealistic possibilities at all," Speth said.

"It really is an extraordinary sacrifice: The climate future of our country for short-term politics. Give me a break."

___

(c) 2004, The Hartford Courant

Visit the Hartford Courant on the World Wide Web at http://www.ctnow.com/
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EPA establishes new UV exposure index
DATELINE: CAMP SPRINGS, Md., May 28 (UPI)

BODY:
The NOAA National Weather Service and the Environmental Protection Agency have announced a new Global Ultraviolet Index.

The new index replaces the existing UV reporting methods in the United States and matches the system developed by the World Health Organization, the United Nations Environment Program and other international organizations. 

The Global UV Index is a set of guidelines designed to better help people understand which precautions to take to protect themselves from different levels of UV radiation. These guidelines will standardize reporting of surface UV

radiation levels in the United States with those in other nations, officials said. Canada also is adopting the guidelines.

The UV Index is a measure of the amount of skin-damaging UV radiation reaching the Earth's surface. The UV Index informs people when rays will be strongest so that they can take action to protect themselves. Overexposure to UV radiation from the sun can lead to serious health effects, particularly skin cancer, which is preventable. Incidence of malignant melanoma, the deadliest form of skin cancer, has more than doubled in the United States in the last 30 years.
________________________________________________________________________________ 

ANSA English Media Service
May 28, 2004

MEDITERRANEAN: POPULATION BOOM, TOURISM THREATEN COASTS

DATELINE: CAGLIARI

BODY:
(ANSA) - CAGLIARI, May 28 - The population of Mediterranean countries is expected to exceed 550 million by 2005 and the region will have more than 2,000 cities with a population of over 10,000 each, as well as 350 million tourists.
   Apart from the economic aspects of this problem it is high risk because of the pressure people exercise on the environment, such as urbanisation, aqueduct building, shipping,  roads, agriculture and fishing.
   Some 120 representatives of Mediterranean countries together with UNESCO, UNEP, UNIDO, the World Bank and EU experts, will discuss the problems in Cagliari on Friday and Saturday. The discussions will be part of an international forum, which is to update the process initiated by the Barcelona Convention in
1976, where a Mediterranean Action Plan was agreed with its headquarters in Athens and regional centres in Spain, France, Italy, Croatia, Malta and Tunis.(ANSA) (VP/MI/krc)
LOAD-DATE: May 28, 2004 
La Voz de Galicia

30 May 2004

Voz Natura celebrará con su fiesta el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente
El parque de Acea de Ama de Culleredo albergará el sábado la clausura del programa ecológico

Un amplio programa de actividades animará la jornada a los participantes. 

· En el plan operativo participan un total de 500 personas 

· Los centros ganadores disfrutarán de sus premios el próximo mes 
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(la voz | redacción) 

El próximo 5 de junio se celebra en todo el mundo el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente. Los actos para conmemorar esta fecha, instaurada por Naciones Unidas, llegarán a diversos puntos del planeta y, también, al parque de Acea de Ama, en el municipio coruñés de Culleredo. Allí, Voz Natura hará coincidir esta fecha con su fiesta de fin de curso. 

La séptima edición del programa de defensa de la naturaleza de la Fundación Santiago Rey Fernández-Latorre concluye por este curso con una jornada repleta de actividades lúdicas y deportivas. Entre las once de la mañana y las ocho de la tarde se espera que miles de personas -la entrada es libre- se acerquen al parque para disfrutar de la fiesta. También asistirán los 160 centros educativos que han participado y, entre ellos, el ganador del premio Galicia y los ganadores provinciales, seleccionados por el Comité Científico del certamen. 

La entrega de premios será a las 18.30 horas, pero, para el resto del día, la Fundación Deporte Galego de la Dirección Xeral para o Deporte ha diseñado un programa que incluye actividades para todas las edades. Así, las instalaciones del parque se dividirán en varias áreas, respetando las zonas de circulación y de descanso. Habrá espacios de Natura Aventura, hinchables, talleres, infantilandia, el mundo del juego y deportes. 

Las principales novedades de este año serán el teatro infantil, el cuentacuentos Papaventos, el mago Pablo, las cantareiras de Dorneda y una exposición y venta de productos ecológicos. También se instalará un taller de Radio Voz en el que los niños podrán aprender el funcionamiento de este medio, y se expondrán los trabajos de todos los colegios participantes. 

Colaboradores 

La fiesta cuenta con la colaboración de la Consellería de Medio Ambiente, la Dirección Xeral para o Deporte de la Consellería de Familia, Xuventude e Voluntariado, la Consellería de Educación e Ordenación Universitaria, de la Xunta de Galicia; Diputación de A Coruña, Delegación del Gobierno en Galicia, Urxencias Sanitarias 061, los ayuntamientos de Oleiros, Culleredo y A Coruña, Cruz Roja Española, Fundación Deporte Galego, Televisión de Galicia, El Corte Inglés, Asociación Tiempo Libre APA Liceo La Paz, Caixa Galicia, Ence, Agenda 21 del Eixo Atlántico, Compañía de Tranvías de A Coruña, Guardia Civil, Protección Civil, Telefónica, Cabreiroá y Coca Cola. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vitoria celebrará con una fiesta en Olárizu el 6 de junio el Día del Medio Ambiente
La Casa de la Dehesa acogerá un debate sobre el papel de las ONG en el desarrrollo sostenible

NURIA NUÑO/VITORIA
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CONCIENCIACIÓN. Varios niños plantan árboles. / EL CORREO
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	LA SEMANA VERDE

	1 de junio: Foros de trabajo en la Casa de la Dehesa.

2 de junio: Presentación del Boletín de Agenda 21.

3 de junio: Presentación de la Agenda Escolar 21 2003-2004.

5 de junio: Campaña 'Para la solidaridad no hay edad' de los centros socioculturales de mayores. En las huertas de Olárizu.

6 de junio: Fiesta del Medio Ambiente. Taller de construcción de juguetes con materiales de desecho y otro de energías renovables. Juegos infantiles en Olárizu y visitas guiadas a la Casa de la Dehesa. Teatro con los payasos Kiki, Koko eta Moko. Juego gigante elaborado por Jesús Obrero.


Vitoria se ha caracterizado por ser una ciudad comprometida con su entorno natural y el desarrollo sostenible. Ambas cuestiones volverán a estar muy presentes la próxima semana en las actividades programadas por el Ayuntamiento para celebrar el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente. Unos actos que servirán, de paso, para «seguir concienciando a los ciudadanos», señaló ayer el teniente de alcalde José Antonio Pizarro. No en vano, el interés por los asuntos ambientales llevó a los vitorianos a plantear unas 83.000 consultas, preguntas y sugerencias en los servicios municipales durante el último año.

Esta peculiar 'semana verde' concluirá el 6 de junio con una fiesta en Olárizu. Quienes se acerquen ese día a las campas tendrán la oportunidad de construir juguetes con materiales de desecho, sumergirse en el mundo de las energías renovables y disfrutar de atracciones y juegos infantiles. De igual modo, los payasos Kiki, Koko eta Moko representarán su obra de teatro 'Un mundo nuevo'. Los visitantes también podrán observar 'Nuestra tierra viva', nombre con el que los alumnos de Jesús Obrero han bautizado un juguete gigante que han construido por ellos.

Las visitas guiadas a la Casa de la Dehesa serán otro de los principales atractivos de la jornada festiva. Precisamente, la sede del Centro de Estudios Ambientales y el parque de Olárizu serán el epicentro del resto de actividades. Así, por ejemplo, el programa de actos dará comienzo el martes con la celebración de dos foros de trabajo. En el primero, se realizará una evaluación conjunta del impacto ambiental. Quienes tomen parte en el segundo grupo reflexionarán sobre el papel de las organizaciones no gubernamentales en el desarrollo sostenible.

Un día después, el Ayuntamiento presentará los resultados del boletín de la Agenda 21 de 2003, que analiza la contaminación urbana, el agua, los residuos, el tráfico o el reciclaje, relativos al estado del medio ambiente.


La Casa de la Dehesa acogerá un debate sobre el papel de las ONG en el desarrrollo sostenible

NURIA NUÑO/VITORIA
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Vitoria se ha caracterizado por ser una ciudad comprometida con su entorno natural y el desarrollo sostenible. Ambas cuestiones volverán a estar muy presentes la próxima semana en las actividades programadas por el Ayuntamiento para celebrar el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente. Unos actos que servirán, de paso, para «seguir concienciando a los ciudadanos», señaló ayer el teniente de alcalde José Antonio Pizarro. No en vano, el interés por los asuntos ambientales llevó a los vitorianos a plantear unas 83.000 consultas, preguntas y sugerencias en los servicios municipales durante el último año.

Esta peculiar 'semana verde' concluirá el 6 de junio con una fiesta en Olárizu. Quienes se acerquen ese día a las campas tendrán la oportunidad de construir juguetes con materiales de desecho, sumergirse en el mundo de las energías renovables y disfrutar de atracciones y juegos infantiles. De igual modo, los payasos Kiki, Koko eta Moko representarán su obra de teatro 'Un mundo nuevo'. Los visitantes también podrán observar 'Nuestra tierra viva', nombre con el que los alumnos de Jesús Obrero han bautizado un juguete gigante que han construido por ellos.

Las visitas guiadas a la Casa de la Dehesa serán otro de los principales atractivos de la jornada festiva. Precisamente, la sede del Centro de Estudios Ambientales y el parque de Olárizu serán el epicentro del resto de actividades. Así, por ejemplo, el programa de actos dará comienzo el martes con la celebración de dos foros de trabajo. En el primero, se realizará una evaluación conjunta del impacto ambiental. Quienes tomen parte en el segundo grupo reflexionarán sobre el papel de las organizaciones no gubernamentales en el desarrollo sostenible.

Un día después, el Ayuntamiento presentará los resultados del boletín de la Agenda 21 de 2003, que analiza la contaminación urbana, el agua, los residuos, el tráfico o el reciclaje, relativos al estado del medio ambiente.


___________________________________________________________New cases of skin cancer in Canada up by 30 per cent compared to 10 years ago 

    QUEBEC CITY, QC, May 28 /CNW/ - This year, there will be 30 per cent more

new cases of skin cancer expected in Canada compared to just ten years ago,

prompting dermatologists to urge Canadians to practice sun safety to combat

this largely preventable disease.

    An estimated 76,000 new cases of common skin cancers are expected this

year compared to 58,500 new cases for 1994.

    The 16th National Sun Awareness Week, organized by the Canadian

Dermatology Association and running from May 31 to June 6, 2004, will focus on

these common skin cancers, the increasing number of cases, early detection and

prevention. Dermatologists in major cities will be conducting skin cancer

screenings for the public (please see list of events in backgrounder).

    "The reason we are seeing the number of new cases jump is that people are

outdoors unprotected a lot whether they are involved in their usual

activities, sports activities or at the beach. Year after year, this results

in excessive sun exposure," says Dr. Joel Claveau, national director of the

Canadian Dermatology Association's National Sun Awareness Program.

    "The number of people diagnosed with skin cancer this year will be enough

to fill four ice hockey arenas. Surgical treatment is painful and too often

disfiguring, to say nothing of the significant costs to the healthcare

system," he adds.

    Heather Logan, director, Cancer Control Policy with the Canadian Cancer

Society, says there are simple measures people can take to protect themselves

from the sun. "We recommend reducing sun exposure between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m.

as the sun's rays are strongest between these hours. Try to stay in the shade

as much as possible, wear a wide-brimmed hat, and cover your arms and legs

with clothing. Also apply a sunscreen with an SPF of 15 or higher."

    Dr. Claveau says people should also use four to five times more sunscreen

as not enough is used to achieve the stated SPF (sun protection factor).

    He also says that when detected at an early stage, common skin cancers

are highly curable. This year, the Canadian Dermatology Association has new

information on solar (actinic) keratoses, very common skin lesions which

increase the risk of all skin cancers, and squamous cell carcinoma, a common,

aggressive form of the disease to help people become aware of their risk for

the disease and know the early signs of skin cancer. For further information,

the public can visit www.dermatology.ca.

    For more information contact: Sue Sherlock, Canadian Dermatology

Association, 604-985-9184 or roaming cell 604-561-8263, or Julie Simard,   

418-521-3768 or cell 418-254-0396

    Sophie Welter

    Bilingual Communications Specialist

    Canadian Cancer Society

    416-934-5681

Reuters

Hollywood, Russia Spur Climate Cost Feuding
OSLO - Any rich nation would willingly spend billions of dollars if it could prevent tornadoes, tidal waves and an ice age that destroys cities like New York. 

Far from the disasters depicted in "The Day After Tomorrow" movie opening last week, experts in the real world are feuding over how to stop global warming after Moscow signaled last week it would salvage a U.N. pact on greenhouse gases. 

At issue is how much - or whether - it is worth paying for a global insurance policy against feared desertification, storms, rising sea levels and species extinctions by forcing a shift from the fossil fuels blamed for warming the globe. 

"There will be a big payback in the long run from acting now to slow climate change," said Robert Corell, chairman of an eight-nation study showing a thaw of the Arctic is already threatening the Inuits and wildlife from polar bears to whales. 

"Many people don't see it that way because they have a very short-term agenda: 'I want to be elected next term, I want to make my money in the next five years'," he said. 

Russia's support for the treaty is crucial after the United States pulled out in 2001. 

But climate change may already be taking its toll. Ten of the warmest years since records began in the 1860s have been since 1990. 

Swiss Re, the world's second largest reinsurer, has warned the cost of natural disasters, aggravated by climate change, could double to an annual $150 billion in 10 years. 

Such a sum could even dent the U.S. economy worth about $10 trillion. 

But Bjorn Lomborg, Danish author of "The Skeptical Environmentalist," said the world could spend cash more wisely on piping drinking water in poor nations, for instance, than on choking off greenhouse gas emissions from cars and factories. 

"The world is probably talking of spending $50-$150 billion a year on Kyoto," he said. "It will do fairly little good 100 years from now." He says climate change fears are exaggerated. 

LONDON FLOODED 

Except in Hollywood movies like "The Day After Tomorrow," everyone agrees that New York is unlikely to be swamped by a tidal wave or hit by a deep freeze. 

But Britain, for instance, says it has to raise a tidal barrier in London's Thames river more often than when it was built in the 1980s. It reckons a single flood would cause $60 billion of damage, or two percent of its gross domestic product. 

Many economists say the costs of Kyoto, a tiny first step by rich nations to rein in global warming by rich nations, will be manageable. Kyoto aims to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12. 

Kyoto is likely to brake GDP growth by perhaps 0.2-0.5 percent annually by 2010 for nations in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) said Jan Corfee-Morlot, head of the OECD's climate change program. 

But shifts to renewable energies like solar or wind power would have spinoffs like easing pollution, especially in cities. That would cut health spending and days lost at work due to respiratory illnesses. 

"Our sense is that 30-100 percent of the costs could be offset by local and regional ancillary benefits," she said. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin said last week that Moscow would move toward ratifying the stalled 1997 Kyoto protocol, which would collapse without Russian backing after the U.S. pullout. 

With Russia's 17 percent share of rich nations' carbon dioxide emissions, Kyoto will exceed the 55 percent needed to enter into force from 44 now. President Bush said Kyoto was too costly and wrongly excluded developing nations. 

Andrei Illarionov, an advisor to Putin and vehement opponent of Kyoto, argues that it will be an economic millstone. 

He has said that average growth from 1997-2003 in 11 non-Kyoto nations, including Taiwan, South Korea, Australia and the United States, was 3.1 per cent against 1.7 per cent in 17 pro-Kyoto countries - the European Union, Canada and Japan. 

"Illarionov's figures are based on faulty assumptions at best," said Corfee-Morlot, adding there was no evidence yet that Kyoto was braking growth. 

Story by Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent 

Story Date: 31/5/2004 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

Relief teams scramble after Caribbean floods


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti - Rescue workers are rushing food, drinking water and first-aid kits to a remote Haitian town submerged by floods that killed an estimated 2,150 people on the Caribbean island of Hispaniola. 

Across the border in the Dominican Republic, authorities prepared to spray disinfectant from aircraft over Jimani to prevent the spread of disease from decomposing bodies. 

Overnight floods in the town killed hundreds of men, women and children and washed some of their bodies into a lake full of crocodiles. 

An official on Wednesday reported 1,000 deaths in Mapou, a village southeast of Haiti's capital, dramatically raising the death toll from flash floods and mudslides triggered by torrential rains in Haiti and the Dominican Republic. 

The toll in Haiti stood at about 1,800, while 350 bodies had been recovered in the Dominican Republic, mostly in Jimani. 

Foreign troops sent to Haiti by the United Nations after a rebellion in February turned to relief efforts, providing helicopter flights to aid agencies trying to reach survivors isolated when roads were washed out across southeastern Haiti. 

"Mapou is in the middle of a valley and the village is practically under water," said Lt. Col. David Lapan, spokesman for the multinational force. "It is like a lake when you look at it from the air." 

Heavy rains last weekend sent rivers of mud and debris through villages, sweeping away shanties and burying residents on both sides of the Haiti-Dominican Republic border. 

Haiti confronted its worst natural disaster in years less than three months after a rebellion killed more than 200 people and helped oust President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

Helicopters provided by the 3,500-member U.S.-led peacekeeping force carried loads of beans, rice, water-purification tablets, shovels and other emergency supplies to Mapou, about 25 miles (40 km) southeast of the capital, and to Fond Verettes, a border town where at least 158 died. 

Thunderstorms grounded the flights late Thursday afternoon and brought more rainfall, adding to the misery. 

Haiti is the poorest country in the Americas and four out of five of its 8 million people live in poverty. The barren land is vulnerable to floods and mudslides because people have virtually stripped it of trees to make charcoal for cooking. 

Even in the best of conditions, remote Mapou can take three or four hours to reach from Jacmel, the nearest city on the south coast, said Sheyla Biamby, a spokeswoman for Catholic Relief Services in Haiti. 

"There is no road access," she said. "It is very alarming, not many people can reach it to bring food and water." 

The parish priest in the nearby village of Bodari walked for hours to find a working telephone, finally getting a call through to the Catholic Church radio station in Jacmel to report he had counted 350 bodies in his village. 

"There are a lot of corpses that are floating on the water that nobody can reach. The population has no water, no food, and all the houses have gone," the priest, the Rev. Salomond Jerome, told Radio Efata. 

Floodwaters polluted the springs that provided drinking water, leaving residents thirsty and desperate. 

"We dig the earth when we see water, we wait until it clears and we drink it. My daughter got sick, she has fever. We did not even have medicine to give her but we still have to drink the water. We have no other choice," said 40-year-old Bijo Cadet. 

International aid groups pleaded urgently for help from around the world. 

"The situation in Mapou is very, very dangerous and much worse than we expected it to be," said Roromme Chantal, information officer for the United Nations Development Program. 

Dominican Republic President Hipolito Mejia, who declared Thursday a national day of mourning, flew to Jimani and also appealed for international aid. Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez sent a planeload of food and relief supplies. 

The Red Cross reported 350 dead in Jimani. Authorities said about 300 others were missing and 620 homes severely damaged. 

Story by Joseph Guyler Delva 

Story Date: 31/5/2004 

Back to Top
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UN or UNEP in the news

EPA establishes new UV exposure index   
Big News Network.com, Australia - May 28, 2004 - The NOAA National Weather Service and the Environmental Protection Agency have announced a new Global Ultraviolet Index.
The new index replaces the existing UV reporting methods in the United States and matches the system developed by the World Health Organization, the United Nations Environment Program and other international organizations.
http://feeds.bignewsnetwork.com/?sid=26e4dacd5e2ad874 
'Offenders against nature should be brought to book' 
Daily News, Sri Lanka  by Florence Wickramage - Affluent people are the worst offenders of crime against nature. They are the section of society who engage themselves in unsustainable extraction of the country's rich biodiversity resources for oriental trade. 
…Dr. Bambaradeniya was addressing a media briefing on World Environment Day 2004 which falls on June 05, at the head office on Thursday. The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)'s theme this year is "Wanted Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive?".
http://www.dailynews.lk/2004/05/31/new21.html 


WANTED ! SEAS AND OCEANS DEAD OR ALIVE? 
Press Information Bureau (press release) – India (Contributed by Ahmed Noor Khan, Nagpur) -The realization that man has but this planet Earth on which to live, that the biosphere which surrounds it is fragile and prone to be easily damaged, and that man must learn to work with his environment and not against it, has begun to unite nations for a common purpose since the United Nations’ Conference on the Human Environment (Stockholm, 1972). The World Environment Day (WED) founded by the UN General Assembly on June 5, 1972 provides special opportunities to create public awareness on environment issues and catalyse actions to protect it at all levels. Another resolution adopted by the General Assembly the same day led to the creation of the United Nations’ Environment Programme (UNEP).
http://pib.nic.in/release/release.asp?relid=1821 

Eliminating Hazardous Chemicals 
Navhind Times - Panjim,India - THE 2001 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) which entered into force on May 17, marks the start of an ambitious international effort to rid the world of PCBs, dioxins and furans, and nine highly dangerous pesticides.“The Stockholm Convention will save lives and protect the natural environment particularly in the poorest communities and countries - by banning the production and use of some of the most toxic chemicals known to humankind,” said Mr Klaus Toepfer of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), under whose auspices the convention was adopted.
http://www.navhindtimes.com/stories.php?part=news&Story_ID=052915 

LP mayor hails peaceful elections 
ABS CBN News, Philippines - May 29, 2004 - Outgoing Las Piñas City Mayor Vergel ‘Nene’ Aguilar expressed Saturday his gratitude to the thousands of residents who made the current national and local elections peaceful and successful. 

…During his nine years as mayor, Aguilar has brought Las Piñas to the world when the city won the United Nations Environment award as the cleanest and greenest city. Las Piñas also was a consistent awardee in Metro Manila as the cleanest and greenest city. 
http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/NewsStory.aspx?section=METRO&oid=52059 


Farmers may get Green Revolution man
Rediff - Mumbai,India, May 28, 2004 - Professor M S Swaminathan, the country's most renowned agricultural scientist, may be appointed chairman of the National Commission on Farmers.
…Swaminathan's work in crop genetics and sustainable agricultural development in India won him the World Food Prize in 1987, the Tyler-Honda Prize in 1991 and UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) Sasakawa Award in 1994.
http://us.rediff.com/news/2004/may/28swami.htm 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

UAE 

Levy to back research on date palms  

 Abu Dhabi: The International Centre for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (Icarda) plans to introduce a levy on the palm production industry to fund more research, the director general said yesterday.

"Many research programmes should be developed to generate knowledge to improve sustainability and production of palm trees," Dr Adel El Beltagy said. 

"A small levy can help fund research that is crucial for producers in terms of farming, packaging and distribution.

"But we don't have enough information on the gene characteristic of palm trees in the region," he said. "Also, agro-management and post harvest processing and handling methodologies need to be improved."

El Beltagy was speaking on the sidelines of a three-day regional workshop entitled Date Palm Development in the Arabian Peninsula, which was held in cooperation with UAE University and the Gulf Cooperation Council. 

Another problem, he said, is controlling pests that affect the trees. The workshop, opened by Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, will assess the problems and constraints facing the development of date palms and prepare a scientific programme based on modern technology to overcome the problems. 

Theib Oweis, Icarda's water management specialist, said water conservation is another major concern among governments. 

"Icarda is collaborating with research institutions to develop programmes to reduce the amount of water given to each palm tree. Water is a critical resource and palm trees require a lot of water. Through research, the same amount of water used for one tree can be used for many more. We want to improve the palm tree itself by making it more economical, productive and free of diseases," he said. 

Icarda also plans to publish a scientific journal on palm trees.

"Icarda is taking on an additional role in the Arabian Peninsula through its palm development project, which comes in response to a decision by the GCC Ministers of Agriculture," said Saeed Mohammed Al Raqabani, Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries.

http://www.gulf-news.com/
JORDAN
Water Demand Management Conference begins today 

  AMMAN — Around 1,000 water experts, officials, professionals and media representatives are participating in the International Water Demand Management Conference 2004, which starts today on the shores of the Dead Sea. 

The first of its kind conference, held under the patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah, is organised by the Ministry of Water and Irrigation with funding provided by the United States Agency for International Development. 

The conference will highlight water recycling and water consumption issues — especially in the agricultural and industrial sectors, public awareness, opportunities and challenges of demand management, and over 100 working papers on international water concerns will be presented, 25 of them by Jordan. 

Held under the theme “Bridging the Gap,” the conference will include an exhibition featuring state-of-the-art water conservation equipment and software, including appliances for residential and commercial facilities 

Minister of Water and Irrigation Hazem Nasser will moderate a session on the Red Dead conveyance pipeline, which, if established, would provide 500 million cubic metres (mcm) of water to the Kingdom, filling the gap between water supply and demand. 

Nasser said the conference is important because of the international concern on water scarcity and water shortages, which are “not just a Middle Eastern phenomenon.” 

The future of water resources around the world is under pressure from population growth, industrial needs, environmental degradation, and rapid urbanisation, he added. 

“As supply options become more limited, consumers as well as managers of water systems need to become more aware that the future lies in greater efficiency of use.” Water Demand Management is a response to the shrinking supply problem,” Nasser said. 

The best practices in demand management, new technologies in water efficiency, new software in monitoring and tracking use and new industrial processes contribute to stretching these limited supplies for the benefit of all, the minister said. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/sun/homenews/homenews4.htm
http://www.addustour.com/News/ViewSectionNews.asp?NID=74329&SID=1
جمعية حماية الطبيعة تنفذ مشروع الألعاب البيئية بهدف ترسيخ مفهوم التربية

Aiming  to promote environmental education, the association of nature protection implements  environmental games.

‏تنفذ الجمعية الملكية لحماية الطبيعة في الأردن مشروع ‏   ‏(الألعاب البيئية) في مسعى لتحقيق التوافق والانسجام مع مفهوم حماية البيئة ‏والحفاظ على الطبيعة.‏   ‏ فقد أنتجت الجمعية في إطار مشروع تموله الحكومة الكندية لتعزيز الوعي البيئي ‏وإفساح المجال لفرص عمل للنساء في المجتمع المحلي مجموعة من الألعاب اللامنهجية ‏   ‏خصصت للفئات العمرية من سن 3 سنوات إلى ما فوق ال 12 عام تعرف بمفهوم التنوع ‏   ‏الحيوي والتنمية المستدامة وكيفية تعريف النظام البيئي.‏   ‏ وتهدف الالعاب المخصصة للفئة العمرية من 3 الى 6 سنوات الى اكساب الاطفال ‏   ‏معرفة ببعض الحيوانات ومواطنها اضافة الى بعض المهارات الاساسية مثل العد وتشكيل ‏   ‏الصور.‏   ‏ وتقدم الالعاب المخصصة للفئة العمرية من 7 الى 12 سنة معلومات عن حيوانات ‏   ‏ونباتات محلية فيما تهدف العاب الفئة العمرية فوق 12 سنة الى تحفيز التفكير لدى ‏   ‏الاطفال واظهار الابداعات من خلال اكسابهم مهارات بيئية يستفاد منها يوميا.‏   ‏ ويأتي المشروع وفق القائمين على الجمعية ضمن سياق منهجي مخطط يعكف قسم التعليم ‏   ‏البيئي في الجمعية على تنفيذه وتطويره بالتركيز على قطاع الطلبة .‏   ‏ ومشروع الالعاب هو جزء من نشاطات عملية ونظرية عدة تقوم بها الجمعية لترسيخ ‏   ‏مفهوم التربية البيئية ودعمها.

http://www.kuna.net.kw/Story.asp?DSNO=635708
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding an open meeting on “Complex Crises and the UN Response”.

The Security Council President said at the start of the month that the idea of this thematic discussion was to see how a comprehensive and integrated response to complex crises could be generated by the UN family so that the security, political, economic and humanitarian requirements could be adequately met. 

In his briefing to the Council, Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, said the discussion was timely as it comes at a time when so many people remain trapped by conflict and caught up in long-term complex crises. 

“If people are denied the fruits of peace -- such as shelter, education, health care and employment -- sustainable peace will be much harder to achieve.”  We have copies of his statement upstairs, and we also have a background paper out on the racks.

**Northern Uganda
On northern Uganda, in a statement issued in Kampala, Uganda, Carol Bellamy, the Executive Director of UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund, says she has seen many disturbing images during her time with UNICEF.  But few of them are as shocking as the sight of the “night commuters” in northern Uganda, whom she saw just two nights ago.

She was referring to the thousands of children who, for fear of abduction by the Lord’s Resistance Army, seek refuge every night in the towns of the north.

Bellamy said she will be leaving Uganda troubled by her memory of mothers in the north who love their children so much that they send them away from their own homes every night to seek safety and the protection that they are powerless to offer.

**Haiti/Dominican Republic Humanitarian Update
The World Food Programme (WFP) has issued an update on the humanitarian situation following the flash floods in the Dominican Republic and Haiti. 

On the Dominican Republic side, a UN joint relief agency assessment team travelled to the Jimani area, where over 300 people are feared to be dead or missing.  The mission reports that some 5,000 people are urgently in need of humanitarian assistance, with many families facing health threats due to lack of potable water and food, difficulties of access, and electricity cuts.  Across the border in Haiti, the floods have caused serious damage to crops, livestock and food reserves, and thousands of families depend now on international assistance to get from one day to the next.  WFP has begun delivering food to some 8,000 people in Fond Verrettes, a farming town which was almost entirely destroyed.  We have reports that the town of Mapou, where over 1,000 people are believed missing, is still under water and food stocks have been destroyed.  Moreover, it is still raining and there is no place for storage of food stocks in the area.

**Somalia Drought
The UN's top relief official for Somalia, Maxwell Gaylard, is warning of a full-blown disaster that could develop in northern Somalia.  We have a press release on that with more details.

**Myanmar Storms
In Myanmar, United Nations agencies are providing immediate assistance to people affected by the recent storm that hit four towns there.  The storm was the worst since 1968.

With winds of over 160 kilometres per hour, it crossed the southwest coast bordering Bangladesh last week, leaving at least 140 people dead and causing extensive damage to infrastructure.  We have more on this in a press release available from my Office.

**Deputy Secretary-General
The Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, will be leaving New York this evening to attend the opening plenary of the Annual General Assembly of the European Foundation Centre, in Athens on Sunday.

The overall theme of the meeting is "The Athens Agora - Bridging civilizations and cultures".

The Deputy Secretary-General will focus on how European foundations can work more closely with the United Nations to advance development and the Millennium Development Goals. 

**No Tobacco Day
Sorry, Richard Roth isn’t here because Monday is “World No Tobacco Day 2004”.

The World Health Organization is launching this year's campaign for World No Tobacco Day with the slogan:  “Tobacco and Poverty:  a vicious circle”.

The Organization aims to stress the enormous economic costs of tobacco use and cultivation to families, communities and countries.

We have more on this in a press release that we’ll be sending up to CNN.

**UN Headquarters Closed
A reminder that the UN Secretariat in New York will be closed on Monday; it’s Memorial Day.  We’ll be reopening Tuesday.

**Guest at Noon on Tuesday
And our guest at the noon briefing on Tuesday will be Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa.

And he’ll be talking to you about a recent visit he made to Addis Ababa.

**Sergio
Finally, I wanted to mention that it was exactly a year ago yesterday that the Secretary-General named Sergio Vieira de Mello as his Special Representative in Iraq. 

Within days, Sergio and his “A” team left for Baghdad to advise the Coalition Provisional Authority and to begin their effort to get to know Iraqi society and advise them on the way forward.

As you know, Sergio and other members of his team perished in Baghdad on 
19 August of last year.

In light of the renewed UN role in Iraq, we wanted to mark this anniversary and say that our thoughts are with the family members and loved ones of those who died, as well as our many colleagues who were injured.

Thank you.  Edie?

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Fred, regarding Ambassador Brahimi’s mission in Iraq, there seems to be widespread feeling in Baghdad that the effort that he was undertaking regarding particularly the selection of the prime minister was pre-empted this morning by the Iraqi Governing Council.  And I wonder if you could comment on that?

Spokesman:  I don’t think he would see it that way.  He’s been helping the Iraqis at their request.  His role has been essentially consultative.  He’s been conducting consultations with a wide range of Iraqis with the aim of identifying areas of agreement or helping Iraqis to come to an agreement themselves.

And we have to bear in mind that the country is still destabilized and still emerging from a very traumatic period.

The Governing Council will be dissolving itself very soon.  The Preparatory Committee will be established shortly and will begin work on the National Conference.  Mr. Brahimi has been involved in advising the Iraqis on the formation of those entities and he expects to continue to work with them.

Yes, Maggie?

Question:   Has Brahimi given you any indication whether he in fact endorses the Governing Council’s nomination of Allawi as prime minister?
Spokesman:  He saw his role as helping to identify candidates.  He respects the decision that was taken today concerning the naming of a prime minister.  He has been holding consultations throughout Iraq, as you know, and he’ll be discussing the results of those consultations with the prime minister-designate soon.  The national consensus that he’s been trying to forge was not focused on the Office of the Prime Minister, but rather on the kind of institutions and government that are being established.  Namely, the interim Iraqi Government, the Preparatory Committee for the National Conference, the National Conference itself, as well as the Election Commission.  So, we hope that when seen in toto, they will reflect the full diversity of views that Mr. Brahimi has heard around the country.  A follow-up, Maggie?

Question:   To follow up, but as I understand it, I know Brahimi’s job was not to do the naming; it was to help come up with... help the process along.  It wasn’t the Governing Council’s job either to name a prime minister.  Can a prime minister be named by this body that’s going to be dissolved? 

Spokesman:  The Iraqis themselves agreed that it would be the Governing Council and the Coalition Provisional Authority who would name the interim government.  Mr. Brahimi went there to help them do that in consultation with the widest segment of Iraqi society that he could consult.  Yes, Mark?

Question:   Two questions on that.  One, was Mr. Brahimi expecting this announcement to be made this morning and why was the UN so apparently flustered when the name of the person came out?  And two, it just appears to be rather disingenuous, as a re-writing of history as to what Brahimi’s role was.  It was made very clear by a lot of officials on a lot of occasions that while, yes he was there as a facilitator, that he would serve as the bridge between members of the Governing Council and people who weren’t on the Governing Council, with academics, with lawyers, with professional associations and so forth.  What we now have is a process where the Governing Council is making the announcement, which appears to take the UN unawares.  Does the UN assert that this is entirely consistent with the message that was being given over the past few months about Mr. Brahimi’s role? 

Spokesman:  The role that we have seen for Mr. Brahimi I have already laid out for you.  Flustered, I don’t think...  I don’t know why you say we’re “flustered”.  When Mr. Brahimi knew this was going to happen, I can’t tell you.  You’d have to ask him or someone close to him.  He was in the meeting at which this decision was made.  This was a person who was high on his list.  Yes?

Question:   Just to clarify.  The Governing Council has designated Allawi to be prime minister.  Brahimi is saying he respects that decision.  Does that mean that Allawi is now going to be the Prime Minister of Iraq? 
Spokesman:  Well, that’s just the beginning of a process.  The idea is to name an interim government.  So, as I’ve just said, Mr. Brahimi will be briefing the prime minister-designate on the full range of candidates that he’s identified as a result of these extensive consultations for all the other posts.  This is an Iraqi choice to make.  So, we’ll have to let the process continue and culminate in the naming of the full government. 

Question:   But that’s what I am asking.  Is Allawi now going to be the... is he the person who’s going to be the prime minister?
Spokesman:  You’ll have to ask the Iraqis that.  The Governing Council named this person today and Mr. Brahimi respects that decision and will work with this person to now name the other members of the interim government.  I assume that this choice of today will hold.  But the process isn’t over yet.  Yes, John?

Question:   Fred, a couple of questions.  You’re referring to him as prime minister-designate.  This implies the UN accepts that he is the prime minister-designate.  And also, do you welcome this appointment?

Spokesman:  I want to stick very closely to the wording that I used before.  Mr. Brahimi respects the decision and is prepared to work with this person on the selection of the other posts in this interim government.

Question:   With respect, I have to follow up on that ...

Spokesman:  Yes?

Question:   ... because the reason I asked that is because Mr. Brahimi’s spokesman said that Mr. Brahimi “welcomes the decision ...”.  You’re not now welcoming it.

Spokesman:  I have this statement to make.  The person you’re referring to, Ahmad Fawzi, is outside of Baghdad right now.  He’s travelling.  This statement was made in close consultation with Mr. Brahimi and the people around him in Baghdad.

[The Spokesman later announced that Mr. Brahimi had authorized him to say that there was no discrepancy between his “respecting” the decision and his “welcoming” it.  Both of them were true].

Question:   Just to clarify that now.  Because he’s outside Baghdad he doesn’t speak for Mr. Brahimi, is that correct?  Is that the implication?

Spokesman:  What I am saying is that the language that Mr. Brahimi wanted used is the language that I have just used.  Mr. Fawzi is travelling.  Yes? 

Question:   Fred, Mark used the word that I was going to use, “disingenuous”.  Sorry, I want to use it again, but every one of the Security Council ambassadors, and certainly the P-5, believed that they were going to get a list of names from Mr. Brahimi.  They thought they were going to get it here in New York.  But maybe even in Baghdad before.

I don’t think any of them, and obviously, we’ll talk to them later today, any ever imagined that a name would just sort of pop up like this, named by the Governing Council.  I mean, what’s going on here?  This is not the way it was supposed to happen, is it?

Spokesman:  It’s not how we expected it to happen, no.  But the Iraqis seem to agree on this candidate.  And if they do, Mr. Brahimi is ready to work with this candidate.  I think Mr. Brahimi’s original idea probably was to announce the full government once all the positions had been agreed on.  So, now that this has happened this way, if this is the Iraqi way, he’s ready to go with it, work with it and try to complete the process by the end of the month, which has always been our target.

Question:   I just, I just wanted to ... Brahimi; excuse me, Fawzi was also quoted as saying that Brahimi would not likely be back for a week to 10 days.  Is that something you can confirm as well?  Is that part of your statement?

Spokesman:  No.  I don’t have any guidance on that.  I’d have to call him and ask him.  Bill?

Question:   On 14 April, a statement from your office said that in terms of the interim government and its leaders, “It is envisioned that...” and I am quoting, “... It is envisioned that this body will be chosen by a combination of people from the UN, the Governing Council, the Coalition Provisional Authority and (Inaudible) group of judges.”  When did that change and why?

Spokesman:  You’ll have to put that question I think, closer to the source in Baghdad.  But this announcement came out of a process of consultation that included Mr. Brahimi, the Coalition Provisional Authority and the Governing Council, three out of four of the elements named in that statement.  Why the judges were not part of this, I cannot tell you.  I think we’d have to put that question to the CPA or the Governing Council.  Anyway, someone in Baghdad. John? 

Question:   Fred, you referred earlier, you said this is the Iraqis decided to do it.  Of course this is the way the Iraqi Interim Authority asked.  Do you really believe this is going to have the backing of all Iraqis?  Because this is not a very representative body.

Spokesman:  Well, that’s part of why Mr. Brahimi is there to facilitate.  The names that he had been coming up with as a result of his broad consultations were on the table when, apparently, this decision was made.  And, he is now saying, “Okay, I am going to sit down with this person and discuss all the other names that emerged from my consultations as we consider who the other members of the interim government should be that would gather the widest possible support of the Iraqi people.”  But in the end, it is the Governing Council and the CPA that would make the decision. 

Question:   So, he doesn’t necessarily say that this is his choice, but he accepts that this is, this person is going to be the prime minister-designate?  He is saying that, essentially through you, this is the guy who is going to be, when he reports to the Secretary-General, even though it isn’t necessarily his choice, he was just high on his list, that this is the guy that’s going to be the prime minister-designate, who will be reported to the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  He respects this decision and he is ready to work with this person, yes.  Yes?

Question:   Fred, just to clarify one other thing.  When you just said all of these names were on the table, so to speak, when he was making this decision.  Mr. Allawi’s name was on the table at that time?
Spokesman:  Yes.  I told you a few days ago that the name crunching had begun.  This name crunching was being done with the Governing Council members, with the CPA leadership and it followed the broad consultations that Mr. Brahimi had had.  As names were being considered, he was talking to Iraqis outside of the Governing Council by telephone, in person...  So, it’s been as broad a consultative process as he could carry out.  Because in the end, if it doesn’t have the support of the overwhelming majority of Iraqis, it’s not going to fly.  David?

Question:   Just to pick on what you just said.  Also in the Council, the work they are doing now on a resolution seems to be linked to a Brahimi decision, if you speak to many of them.  You said he respects the decision but it doesn’t seem to be a Brahimi decision, this appointment of the prime minister... (Interrupted).

Spokesman:  But we never said he was going to pick the government.  The Iraqis are going ... (Interrupted).

Question:   Yes ... but ... (Interrupted)

Spokesman:  The Iraqis are going to pick the government ... (interrupted)

Question:   Understood.  But the Security Council, if you’ve talked to them over the last few days, have said they fully expect Brahimi to come up with a name.  Not to just respect the decision.

Spokesman:  No, Brahimi was going to announce the decision made by Iraqis collectively and sanctioned by the CPA and the Iraqi Governing Council...[To a correspondent waving for attention]. There is a standing questioner to the right. [Laughter].  Evelyn?

Question:   We have absolutely no idea, or do we that the Governing Council has given the results of all the consultations rather than pick its own person and pull a surprise on Brahimi?  Or do we know he was consulted before this announcement was made?  Or do we know that the Governing Council did more than consult with each other?

Spokesman:  My understanding is that he was present when the decision was made.  [The Spokesman later announced that Mr. Brahimi was NOT actually in the room when the Governing Council voted to name Mr. Allawi as the prime minister-designate].
Question:   When the decision was made or when the announcement was made?

Spokesman:  Well, I think it was when the decision was made.  If you like, I’ll try to get back to him and confirm that.  But that’s my impression.  Yes?

Question:   Does Kofi Annan, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, respect, welcome, endorse and support this decision?

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:   All four?

Spokesman:  He respects, as Mr. Brahimi does, he respects the decision.

Question:   Does he welcome it?  Does he endorse it?  Does he support it?

Spokesman:  He respects it -- a carefully chosen word.  Yes, David.

Question:   What I was leading into was how concerned, if at all, the Secretary-General or the Secretariat might be that this announcement or the way it has happened might undercut the work that has been done in the Security Council, which seemed once again, to be linked to a decision that was supported by Brahimi, not simply welcoming it, or respect it.  And you said earlier that this particular individual was high on his list.  I wonder how high on Brahimi’s list of this particular ...? (Interrupted).
Spokesman:  I don’t have those kinds of details.  But the next step is to take this list of people that these individuals have been discussing for days now, and in consultation with the person they have agreed should be the prime minister, flesh out the rest of the government.  That’s what lies ahead.  Mark?

Question:   Can we expect a lot more changes in terms of what the UN says and then in what the UN respects and accepts?

Spokesman:  I don’t understand ... No ... I don’t ...

Question:   ... (Inaudible) ... fundamental U-turns, even.  (Inaudible over the cross talk).  Fundamental ... (Inaudible) approach?

Spokesman:  I don’t accept, I don’t accept that, Mark.  We sent Mr. Brahimi there at the request of the Iraqis, as a facilitator.  The decisions are theirs, and they just made one decision.

Question:   No, the Governing Council did, Fred.  The Governing Council did ... (Interrupted).

Spokesman:  On the ... (Interrupted)

Question:   ... and the point was that Brahimi was talking to a huge range of people.  Those people with voices, given the lack of endorsement and support appear now to have been written out of the story.  So, does the UN, how, why does the UN abandon its commitment to those people who are not on the Governing Council?

Spokesman:  No, you weren’t listening to me when I was describing the process.  The consultations concerning the names involved the two entities that would formally select the names -- the CPA and the Iraqi Governing Council.  The names that Mr. Brahimi brought to them were the basis of very wide consultations.  And as these people discussed those names, Mr. Brahimi was again consulting outside of that small circle and giving the feedback to that small circle.  And now a decision has been made, and let’s wait and see what the Iraqi street has to say about this name before we decide to write it off.  But Mr. Brahimi respects this decision and is prepared to work with this person.  Yes?

Question:   Do you think now there is a sense of urgency for the Security Council to go ahead with the resolution because of this decision? 

Spokesman:  I think you’d have to ask the Council.  But I think the Council’s sense is that it wants to see the emergence of the complete interim government and to assess whether that interim government has broad support in Iraq before it moves on its resolution.  I think that’s their position.  You should get that directly from them, but I think I am representing their views accurately there.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Solarpower" ��Khaleej Times - African irony: Plenty of sunshine, but little solar power�


� HYPERLINK  \l "WHO" ��UN News Centre - WHO hails growing use of global standards against cancer-causing sun rays�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Globalwarming" ��CNN - Will Global Warming Bring Us The Day After Tomorrow�
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Movie" ��The Hartford Courant - Movie overplays disaster of climate change, but threat is real�


� HYPERLINK  \l "EPA" ��UPI - EPA establishes new UV exposure index�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Coasts" ��ANSA English Media Service – Mediterranean: population boom, tourism threaten coasts�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Diamundial" ��La Voz de Galicia - Voz Natura celebrará con su fiesta el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente�
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