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Xinhua

Ashok Khosla wins UNEP's Environment Prize 

      NAIROBI, Oct. 30 (Xinhua) --Dr Ashok Khosla, one of the world' s great environmental thinkers and

      innovators, has won this year's Sasakawa Environment Prize of the United Nations Environment Program

      (UNEP), the UN environment agency announced here Wednesday. 

      The prize, worth 200,000 US dollars and considered one of the most prestigious environmental awards in the

      world, will be presented at the American Folk Art Museum in New York on 19 November 2002. 

      Ashok Khosla has worked tirelessly to demonstrate both the theory and practice of "sustainable

      development" through his teaching and fostering of environment-friendly and commercially viable

      technologies, said UNEP in a statement. These range from village power plants which use agricultural

      wastes as fuel to mini factories that recycle paper and local enterprises that make low cost roofing tiles. 

      Much of his recent work has been achieved through Development Alternatives, a group of organizations

      headquartered in New Delhi which he founded in 1983, to help bring people and nature directly into the

      design and implementation of his nation's development strategies. 

      In 1972, Khosla became the founding director of the government of India's Office of Environmental Planning

      and Coordination, the first national environmental agency in a developing country. 

      Over the next five years, he pioneered the design and implementation of the basic systems and structures

      needed to integrate the environment into the development process of a developing economy and to set and

      meet national environmental goals. 

      In 1983, Khosla founded the Development Alternatives (DA), a group of organizations whose mission is to

      help make national development strategies in India become more environmentally and socially sustainable. 

      The UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize, sponsored by the Nippon Foundation and founded by the late

      Ryoichi Sasakawa, has been awarded annually since 1984 to individuals who have made outstanding global

      contributions to the management and protection of the environment. 

      Past winners include Nobel laureate, Professor Mario J. Molina for discovering a new reaction sequence

      involving chlorine peroxide, which accounts for most of the ozone destruction in the Antarctic. 

      They also include Chico Mendes, the rubber tapper from Brazil who died leading the fight against cattle

      ranchers' destruction of the rainforest.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

October 30, 2002 Wednesday 

UN leaders call for urgent action as climate meeting kicks off 

      Environment ministers from around the world gathered here Wednesday for a high-level United Nations      conference aimed at forging an action plan to tackle global warming and cut greenhouse emissions. 

      The meeting, which followed week-long talks in the Indian capital by international environmental experts,      was opened by Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, who called on the international community to help poor countries battle global warming. 

      Vajpayee said developing countries should not be set the same targets as rich countries when it comes to     emission reduction. "There have been suggestions recently that a process should commence to enhance      commitments of developing countries on mitigating climate change beyond that included in the (UN)      convention. This suggestion is misplaced," Vajpayee said. 

      The Kyoto protocol requires industrialised nations to cut greenhouse emission levels by a deadline of 2008 to  2012, and is likely to emerge as one of the focal points of the Delhi UN Convention on Climate Change,

      known as COP-8. 

      While developing nations are excluded from the targets, they are obliged to make inventories of their      emission levels and develop national action plans to reduce these -- with financial and technical help from      developed nations. 

      "Per capita greenhouse gas emissions (of developing countries) are only a fraction of the world average and in order of magnitude below that of many developed countries," Vajpayee said. 

      "This situation will not change for several decades to come. We do not believe that the ethos of democracy      can support any norm other than equal per capita rights to global environment resources." 

      Senior UN leaders warned ahead of the opening of the ministerial conference that urgent action was needed      to slow changes to the world's climate. 

      "The accumulated evidence continues to give us concern on climate change. There has been an increase of      three percent in the level of carbon in the atmosphere since 1995," said G.O.P. Obassi, secretary general of      the World Meteorological Organisation. 

      He said sea levels were rising and extreme weather events such as floods were happening with greater      frequency. 

      Obassi said new evidence showed most of the changes in the weather pattern were due to human activities.

      Klaus Topfer, executive secretary of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), referred to a report by      reinsurance company Munich Re which warned that natural disasters have already cost the world around 56      billion dollars this year. 

      Climate change was bound to affect every facet of life. 

      "It is crystal clear, too, that it is the poorest who will suffer the most because they have neither the      resources nor the technologies to cope," Topfer said. 

      "Industrialised nations must do all to cut greenhouse gases. As a first step, they must ratify the Kyoto      protocol," he added. 

      By Friday, when the conference ends, delegates are expected to announce a Delhi declaration mapping out      an action plan to cut greenhouse emissions and check global warming.
________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

USA Holds Back Agreement on Global Warming 

                      NEW DELHI, India, October 30, 2002 (ENS) - The refusal of the United States

                      to support the Kyoto Protocol continues to hamper negotiations at the United

                      Nations climate change conference. As the talks near completion, deep

                      divisions remain between negotiators over the roles of the industrialized and

                      developing worlds in the effort to address climate change. 

                      Many environmentalists point to the United States as the source of growing

                      tensions between the developed and developing world that have emerged in

                      New Delhi, as the lack of American commitment to reduce greenhouse gas

                      emissions threatens to undermine future agreements on climate change. 

                      WWF spokesperson Jennifer Morgan said the United States is trying to

                      "polarize the discussions" and "does not want any current or future action on

                      climate change." 

Climate talks leaders gather  for the first of three  ministerial Round Tables.
  From left: UNFCCC Executive Secretary Joke Waller-Hunter, UN Under-Secretary-General

for Economic and Social Affairs Nitin Desai, Indian Prime Minister Atal Vajpayee, COP-8 president Indian

Environment Minister T.R. Baalu (Photos courtesy IISD/ENB-Leila Mead)

                      "Progress has been frustratingly slow on the detailed issues here in New Delhi because of the usual sabotage from the usual suspects and a lack of political will from the rest," said Greenpeace campaigner Steve Sawyer. "It seems [U.S. negotiators] are only here to sabotage, obstruct, weaken and  delay proceedings." 
Some 3,000 participants from 169 countries are in New Delhi for the Eighth Conference of the Parties (COP-8) to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

A large part of the debate stems from the omission of any reference to the Kyoto Protocol from the conference's draft declaration submitted by the Indian delegation, prompting sharp criticism from the European Union (EU) and other supporters of the Kyoto Protocol. The draft emphasized efforts to adapt to climate change, but made no mention of the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. 

                      Implementing the Kyoto Protocol, and devising a plan to build upon it, was supposed to be a primary focus of the conference. Despite the opposition of  the United States, which is responsible for 25 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions, supporters hope the accord will become effective early next                      year once it is ratified by Russia and Canada. 

                      With ratification around the corner, the EU believes that it is time to discuss  commitments from developing countries. It also wants a greater focus on mitigation efforts, rather than the adaptive approach highlighted by the draft declaration. 

                      India's Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee addresses the climate conference. (Photo courtesy IISD-ENB)

                      This has drawn anger from many in the developing world, including India's Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who argued that the industrialized nations  have failed on their commitments to reduce                      emissions and to provide aid for developing countries. Developing countries produce only a fraction of total greenhouse gas emissions, Vajpayee told the conference, and cannot afford the cost of cutting them. 

                      "Climate change mitigation will bring additional strain to the already fragile economies of the developing countries and will affect our efforts to achieve a higher GDP growth rates to eradicate poverty," he said, adding that the developed world must commit more funds to poorer countries for climate change initiatives. 

                      "There is a need for strengthening the capacity of developing countries in coping with extreme weather events, which are increasing in frequency and severity due to climate change," Vajpayee said. 

                      Developed nations have already committed to provide $410 million annually by 2005, but little progress has been made on developing guidelines for disbursement of the funds. These negotiations are ongoing at the conference.

                                                      Delegates enjoy the presence of an elephant at a reception given by                                                      India as the host country. (Photo  courtesy IISD-ENB)

                                                      Pressure from the European Union, a majority of the G-77 and China could still result in  the insertion into the final text of the need for all countries to ratify Kyoto. A move to have                                 Africa designated as the  region most impacted by climate change is also on the  table. 

                      The United States, however, has yet to formally weigh in on the draft declaration. The Bush administration will not commit to a formal emissions  reduction agreement. Instead, the U.S. has promoted a "pro-growth" strategy of cutting its greenhouse gas emissions relative to the size of its economy.  U.S. officials said the country will cut its greenhouse gas intensity, which is   how much it emits per unit of economic activity, by 18 percent over the next 10 years. 

                      Despite a presentation at the conference by the United Kingdom detailing how carbon emissions can be lowered without an adverse economic impact,  the United States is far from alone in citing economic concerns. Australia has  refused to sign Kyoto for similar reasons, and economic pressures on Canada          and Russia still threaten pending ratification of the accord. 

                      UK Environment Minister Michael Meacher and UK Secretary of State for Environment, Food                   and Rural Affairs Margaret Beckett attend the ministerial portion of the conference. (Photo courtesy IISD-ENB)

                      For the Kyoto Protocol to take effect, 55 governments, including developed countries representing at least 55 percent of that group's 1990 carbon dioxide emissions, must ratify the treaty. 

                      As of early October, 95 parties had ratified, including developed countries responsible for 37.1 percent of carbon dioxide emissions. Russia accounted for 17.4 percent of global 1990 carbon dioxide emissions and Canada for 3.3  percent. The U.S. accounted for 36.1 percent. 

                      There is rising concern, however, that Russia is dragging its feet on  ratification of Kyoto. Government officials previously had indicated that ratification was expected this November, but have backpedaled on this commitment during the New Delhi conference. 

                      "We have sent the Protocol documents to different ministries for their assessment," Russia's First Secretary of its Ministry of Foreign Affairs Nikolai

                      Pomoshnikov said in New Delhi. "If we decide to ratify it, various domestic laws too would have to be amended and so it will take at least three months to  one year to decide over ratification." 

                      The conference ends Friday, when ministers are expected to vote on the Delhi              Declaration on Climate Change and formally adopt conference decisions.

_______________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Canadian PM wants to ratify Kyoto by end - December

  OTTAWA - Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien, brushing aside protests from the country's provincial governments, said this week he intends to ratify the Kyoto protocol on climate change by the end of the year. 

  The federal government only unveiled its plan for implementing Kyoto last week and the provinces - which fear potential economic

  damage - have called for more consultations before Ottawa formally signs on to the treaty. 

  But Chretien, who has the final say on the matter, dismissed the idea of a delay and said the implementation plan could be further worked

  on after ratification. 

  "My intention - as long as something unusual doesn't happen - is that we will ratify Kyoto before Christmas," he told reporters in French

  after a cabinet meeting. 

  Provincial energy and environment ministers met their federal counterparts in Halifax this week to express concern about how they would

  meet Canada's Kyoto target of cutting carbon dioxide levels by 6 percent from 1990 levels by 2012. 

  Ottawa says that, in a worst-case scenario, ratification could cost Canada 240,000 jobs and C$21 billion ($13.5 billion) over a decade. 

  The provincial ministers called for a special meeting between Chretien and federal premiers before ratification, an idea that does not

  enthuse Ottawa. 

  The chief opponent of ratification is Alberta Premier Ralph Klein, who fears it could devastate the emissions-intensive energy industry in

  his province. In a speech he gave this week, Klein made clear he thought Chretien did not understand the impact Kyoto would have. 

  "When I try to talk to the prime minister, it is not a very intelligent conversation...I get so frustrated and wrapped up trying to talk to him

  about this," he said. 

  Chretien declined to comment on the remarks.                                                                                                                                                              
_______________________________________________________________________________

BBC

India rejects climate change pressure

               Greenhouse gases are to be cut by 2%  India has rejected pressure on poor nations to step up                efforts to tackle global warming by cutting greenhouse gas emissions. 

               In comments at a UN meeting on climate change in Delhi, Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee               argued that countries like India produced only a fraction of the  total greenhouse gas emissions, and could not afford the extra costs of cutting them. 

               More than 170 countries are attending the meeting and  are already divided over what should be included in the final resolution. 

               The meeting is designed to prepare the way for  ratification of the Kyoto Protocol next year which is               intended to halt global warming. 

               'Fragile economies' 

               Opening the ministerial talks at the conference, the  Indian prime minister said poor countries should not be  set increased targets for cutting greenhouse gas emissions. 

               "Climate change mitigation will bring additional strain to the already fragile economies of the               developing countries and will affect our efforts to achieve higher GDP growth rates to eradicate poverty speedily." 

               He said India's per capital greenhouse gas emissions were only a fraction of the world average, and below that of many developed countries. 

               Delegates are divided on the text of the Delhi Declaration, which will sum up the discussions of the               10-day meeting. 

               Criticism 

               As drafted at present, the declaration excludes any reference to the Kyoto Protocol, which is due to be               implemented next year and which sets targets to cut the emission of greenhouse gases and restrict global               warming. 

               The final declaration is said to concentrate more on how countries should prepare and adapt for climate change rather than stop it happening. 

               Environmental groups say this is an attempt to water down the provisions of the protocol. 

               Delegates from the European Union are arguing that the declaration should be much stronger in its wording and should include specific reference to Kyoto. 

               The Indian Government, the hosts of the conference,  want the declaration to stress that developing countries are most vulnerable to drought and flooding and other effects of climate change. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

October 30, 2002 Wednesday 7:34 AM Eastern Time 

Indian PM rejects call to cut greenhouse gases 

 Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee said Wednesday poor countries battling to feed their starving      should not be set the same targets as rich nations for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

      Opening the ministerial section of a high-powered United Nations meeting on climate change here, Vajpayee also urged developed countries to aid poorer nations in their efforts to reduce emissions of gases      contributing to global warming. 

      "There have been suggestions recently that a process should commence to enhance commitments of      developing countries on mitigating climate change beyond that included in the (UN) convention. This      suggestion is misplaced for several reasons," Vajpayee said. "First, our per capita greenhouse gas emissions      are only a fraction of the world average, and an order of magnitude below that of many developed countries. This situation will not change for several decades to come," he added. 

      "Developing countries do not have adequate resources to meet their basic human needs. Climate change      mitigation will bring additional strain to the already fragile economies of the developing countries and will      affect our efforts to achieve higher GDP growth rates to eradicate poverty speedily," Vajpayee said. 

      The Kyoto protocol requires industrialised nations to cut greenhouse emission levels by a deadline of 2008 to 2012, and is likely to emerge as one of the focal points of the Delhi UN Convention on Climate Change,      known as COP-8. 

      Developing countries are obliged to make inventories of their emission levels and develop national action      plans for cutting them back -- with financial and technical help from developed nations. 

      The UN conference in New Delhi, in which 169 countries are participating, is focusing on future action      needed to tackle global warming and the preparatory work to be done ahead of the protocol coming into      force early next year. 

      After the opening session, heads of delegation went into a huddle to begin forging a declaration on the      future action needed to roll back global warming. 

      A European Union delegation told reporters they would at the round table discussions draw the attention of      all countries on the need to start looking beyond the 2012 deadline. 

      "Science tells us that the existing measures are not enough to achieve a stabilisation of the concentration      of greenhouse emission levels in the atmosphere," said senior EU delegate Steen Gade. 

      "The developed countries should take on further reduction commitments and we should also start to discuss      in what way the richest developing countries can contribute," he added. 

      Gade said discussions on future action should include all countries regardless of whether they have to make      commitments or not on emission reduction. 

      Senior UN leaders warned ahead of the opening of the ministerial conference that urgent action was needed      to slow changes to the world's climate. 

      "The accumulated evidence continues to give us concern on climate change. There has been an increase of      three percent in the level of carbon in the atmosphere since 1995," said G.O.P. Obassi, secretary general of      the World Meteorological Organisation. 

      He said sea levels were rising and extreme weather events such as floods were happening with greater      frequency. 

      Obassi said new evidence showed most of the changes in the weather pattern were due to human activities.

      "Industrialised nations must do all to cut greenhouse gases. As a first step, they must ratify the Kyoto      protocol," said Klaus Toepfer, executive secretary of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 

      By Friday, when the conference ends, delegates are expected to announce a Delhi declaration mapping out      an action plan to cut greenhouse emissions and check global warming.
____________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

Le Premier ministre indien réfute les accusations de pollution

New Delhi, Inde (PANA) - Le Premier indien Atal Bihari Vajpayee, a réfuté, mercredi, l'affirmation selon laquelle les pays en développement génèrent beaucoup de gaz a effet de serre, sans commune mesure avec leurs potentialités industrielles.

"La contribution des pays en développement dans l'émission des gaz à effet de serre est minime, mais ce sont eux qui en souffrent le plus", a relevé M. Vajpayee, accueilli au centre de conférence au son des tambours du Sud de l'Inde, et par une chorégraphie représentant la richesse de la faune et de la flore, exécutée par une cinquantaine d'enfants aux tenues animalières.

S'exprimant à l'ouverture du segment ministériel de la huitième conférence des Nations Unies sur les changements climatiques (COP 8), le Premier ministre indien a invité les pays développés à aider au renforcement des capacités des pays du Sud pour leur permettre de faire face aux effets néfastes des changements climatiques.

"La Convention-cadre des Nations Unies sur les changements climatiques constitue une bonne base de coopération internationale pour combattre les effets des changements climatiques", a poursuivi le chef du gouvernement indien, estimant qu'il est "impératif" d'utiliser les énergies renouvelables.

"L'Inde qui utilise le charbon comme première source d'énergie, figure dans le peloton de tête des pays qui ont misé sur l'énergie éolienne", a dit le Premier ministre indien.

Auparavant, la secrétaire exécutive de la Convention-cadre des Nations Unies sur les changements climatiques, la Néerlandaise Joke Waller Hunter, avait fait remarquer que les récentes inondations en Europe et la sécheresse en Afrique, sont des extrêmes qui rappellent au monde entier la gravite du problème des changements climatiques.

L'entrée en scène des ministres de l'environnement du monde entier, à partir de ce mercredi, devrait donner un coup de fouet aux négociations qui piétinent.

Les ministres devraient en effet, d'ici la fin de la conférence, le 1er novembre, s'entendre sur le montant des fonds à allouer aux pays en développement pour leur permettre d'atténuer les effets des changements climatiques.

Ils devraient notamment passer en revue le rapport du Fonds pour l'environnement mondial (FEM), les Fonds changements climatiques, les Fonds Pays moins avancés (PMA), les mécanismes financiers, de même que le renforcement des capacités et le transfert des technologies.

Lors d'une rencontre, mardi, avec des délègues africains, des représentants de l'Union européenne, de la Nouvelle Zélande, de la Norvège, de l'Australie et de la Suisse, ont annoncé le déblocage de 410 millions de dollars par an, jusqu'en 2005, pour financer des projets relatifs aux énergies renouvelables et au renforcement des capacités.

_______________________________________________________________________________

Jakarta Post

October 29, 2002 Tuesday

UN climate conference skips forest fires, JAKARTA POST

As the ongoing eighth United Nations conference on climate change moved slowly to its sixth day on Monday, representatives from local communities in developing countries found that some key issues on global warming -- like emissions coming from forest fires -- are not being covered by the meeting.

   The latest round of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change that set the final details of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on global warming -- which is expected to come into effect in March next year -- focuses more on developed countries' commitment to make specific cuts in their output of carbon-based

emissions from their 1990 levels by a 2008 to 2012 deadline.

   Discussions on Monday still centered on a clean development mechanism (CDM) under which industrialized countries are allowed to meet part of their carbon emissions reduction commitments by carrying out reforestation and clean energyprojects in developing countries.  

   "Tropical deforestation is a significant part of climate change and should be addressed more specifically by the international community," said coordinator of the Amazon Institute of Environmental Research Paulo Moutinho on Monday.

   Citing an example, he said the widespread burning of Brazil's Amazon forests that emitted great amounts of carbon was excluded from the conference's agenda.

   Every year, he said, almost 200 million tonnes of carbon -- or equal to 2 percent to 3 percent of global emissions -- were emitted into the air due to forest fires, adding that the problem affected the entire world.

   Forests contain vast quantities of carbon. Some forests act as "sinks" by absorbing carbon from the air while forests whose carbon flows are in balance act as "reservoir". Deforestation and changes in land use make the world's forests a net source of carbon dioxide.

   According to the United Nations report, deforestation is the second largest source of carbon dioxide. Carbon dioxide from the burning of fossil fuels is the largest single source of greenhouse gas emissions from human activities.    The report says that when forests are cleared for agriculture or development, most of the dioxide in the burned or decomposing trees escapes to the atmosphere. However, when new forests are planted the growing trees absorb carbon dioxide, removing it from the atmosphere.

   Recent net deforestation has occurred mainly in the tropics. There is a great deal of scientific uncertainty about emissions from deforestation and other  land-use changes, but it is estimated that from 800 million to 2.4 billion tonnes of carbon are released globally every year.

   The recent climate disasters -- from drought in India to floods in Europe -- according to the UN, are strong reminders of the consequence of global warming. The gradual warming of the planet resulting in, among other things, higher sea levels, threatening island nations.

______________________________________________________________________________
ENS

New Wave of Bleaching Hits Coral Reefs Worldwide 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, October 29, 2002 - Scientists are linking to climate change over 430 cases of coral  bleaching documented by a researchers so far this year. The majority of bleaching records have come from  the Great Barrier Reef in Australia with others from reefs in countries including the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Japan, Palau, Maldives, Tanzania, Seychelles, Belize, Ecuador and off the Florida coast of the United States. 

                      Coral bleaching occurs when stressful conditions such as high temperatures cause corals to expel the  microscopic algae that live in their tissues. The algae provide essential food energy for corals. 

                      The findings, released Monday by the WorldFish Center, the International Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), have come from a new global coral  reef information system called ReefBase which contains data on bleaching events dating back to 1963. 

                      ReefBase has been set up by the WorldFish Center as part of ICRAN, a global network of more than 10 international agencies aimed at boosting the fortunes of coral reefs by developing sustainable ways of                      managing them. ICRAN is funded through UNEP by the United Nations Foundation. 

                      Dr. Jamie Oliver, project leader of ReefBase and chair of the ICRAN Steering Committee whose Board of Directors is meeting in Washington DC today, said, "Reliable and publicly available information on the frequency, intensity and location of coral bleaching is vital for informed debate about the causes and                      consequences of these events. Such information is also crucial for making the sound decisions needed to                      protect and conserve reef systems." 

                      Dr. Meryl Williams, director general of the WorldFish Center in Penang, Malaysia, said, "Twenty countries in all the major oceans have so far this year documented over 430 cases of bleaching. This makes 2002 the second worst year for the phenomenon afterthe major bleaching events of 1998 which were linked with the  very strong El Nino, climatic event, of that year. 

                      Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director who is attending the UN climate change talks taking place in New Delhi, this week, said, "Coral reefs are under threat worldwide from a variety of pressures including  unsustainable fishing methods, such as dynamite and cyanide fishing, insensitive tourism, pollution and climate change. Every effort is needed to conserve these vital habitats for fish and other marine life for the benefit of local people who rely upon them for protein and livelihoods." 

                      ReefBase, which can be viewed at www.reefbase.org, currently holds over 3,800 records going back to 1963 which include information on the severity of bleaching. 

                      Scientists say this is important in order to distinguish between low level bleaching, which has probably always occurred on coral reefs, and recurrent, massive bleaching of entire reefs, which may be a new phenomenon  related to climate change. 

                      Dr. Oliver said, "The database shows an increase in the frequency and intensity of bleaching, as well as a  rise in the number of countries affected. While some of this may be due to increased awareness of the  problem, the phenomenon has been well known among divers and scientists for many years, so the trend is                      almost certainly real." 

                      "It is too early to determine what level of mortality will occur as a result of the current bleaching, but based on previous events we can expect a significant number of reefs to suffer loss of corals which could take many years to replace," he said. 

                      Australia's Great Barrier Reef, the largest coral reef system in the world, was severely affected, with 2002 being the worst bleaching event on record. 

                      Virginia Chadwick, chair of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, said, "The current trends are cause for concern both for Australia and the rest of the world. We need to continue to monitor the situation  by collecting accurate information using survey techniques, such as those developed in Australia, and to make these results publicly available through the GBRMPA websites as well as global sites such as ReefBase." 

                      ReefBase is also working closely with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in the United States to match bleaching events with global sea surface temperatures. It is planned to create automatically updated maps displaying bleaching events with NOAA's Index of Temperature Anomalies. 

                      Dr. Alan Strong, team leader in NOAA's Oceanic Research and Applications Division and coordinator of  NOAA's C Reef Watch Program, said, "We have found a strong correlation between our Degree Heating Week index and coral bleaching events and can often provide real-time predictions of bleaching for some areas such as observed late this summer in the most northwestern Hawaiian Islands, at Midway and most certainly at Howland and Baker Islands near the Equator." 

                      Scientists, marine park managers and other experts are urged to provide data on bleaching, coral mortality  and recovery to ReefBase. 

                                                            * * *
____________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

UNEP says African conflicts disrupt environmental conservation

By Tom Osanjo

On special assignment
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (PANA) - The Nairobi-based UN Environmental  Programme (UNEP) has lamented that conflicts in Africa posed serious obstacles to environmental conservation efforts on the continent.

UNEP deputy director Shafkat Kakakhel warned that forests, mountains and even rare animal species were at risk due to the escalation of conflicts in Africa.

Kalakhel is representing UNEP Executive Director Klaus Topfer at the Global Summit on Mountains in Kyrgyzstan.

He said though Africa was blessed with some of the best ecosystems in the world, it was faced with the mounting crisis of refugees and combatants who are ignorant of the need to conserve the environment.

"Refugees must cut trees for firewood to cook their relief rations. Being people with no commitment to the camps where they are staying, this ends up creating environmental problems which if not checked could lead to disasters," Kalakhel told PANA Tuesday in Bishkek.

He cited how the apes of Central African Mountains were faced with extinction due to continued conflicts in their habitats.

On the plight of mountains, Kalakhel expressed optimism that the African Ministerial Conference on Mountains (AMCEN) would be in the forefront of working towards protecting the continent's

mountain resources.

The conference brings together environment ministers from all over the continent although according to Kakakhel, various regions in Africa have different environmental problems that demand redress regionally.

AMCEN was one of the bodies UNEP and its international partners were working with in an effort to achieve better mountain protection, he said.

In Central Asia, Kyrgyzstan has been in the forefront of protecting mountains, an effort that saw the country host the summit, which is the pinnacle of the International Year of Mountains.

Problems associated with mountains and how the international community could address them have featured at the World Summit on Environment in Rio de Janeiro and the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg.

Kakakhel said the Bishkek summit helped the international community to gather more reliable information on mountains and the problems affecting them as well as the people living on such terrain.

Another major achievement was the agreement by Central Asian countries on managing the commonly shared mountain resources.

"There is already a document called the Central Asian Charter which details the actions needed to protect mountains of the area," he said.

______________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

International summit tackles destruction of mountain environments

By Tom Osanjo

PANA Correspondent
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (PANA) - An international summit on mountains kicked off here Tuesday with a major criticism from UNESCO's director general Koichiro Matsuura that scientists had ignored mountain populations in their research.

Matsuura told the 600 delegates from various parts of the world that by doing so, the scientists were neglecting a vast source of knowledge.

"Scientists have been telling us about global warming and its effect on the world climate. I feel that scientists should listen to and learn from traditional knowledge among mountain communities," he told the meeting's plenary.

The summit is the culmination of the International Year of  Mountains, conceived by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Several speakers stated that the careless use of mountains in the past had led to their destruction, spelling doom for populations who depend on them for water and other resources.

Almost half the world population who depend on mountains for their water and other provisions are at risk.

Nepal's Crown Prince Bikram Shah Dev told the plenary session of the Bishkek Global Mountains Summit that his country was the worst example of people's destruction of mountains.

Consequently, many people are living in poverty, with inadequate health care, educational opportunities and access to basic public services, he said.

"It is evident to me that the root cause of all these aberrations lies in the ... pattern of development of the last century.

Meanwhile, a report submitted by the Kyrgyzstan said that the massive clearing of forests had caused erosion in the mountains, most of which could lose their glaciers altogether.

"Disintegration of the old centralised electricity supply system, an increase in the cost of electricity and outdated equipment resulted in everyday electricity supply shortages in mountain regions becoming the norm.

"The heating season in high mountains lasts 7 to 8 months and every household needs 6 to 7 tonnes of coal. Since coal is very expensive, the population cannot afford to buy it and this is why the closest forests are felled, and this causes significant ecological damage," the report notes.

Kyrgyzstan's population increased by 10.9 per cent between 1990 and 2000, while the increase was slightly more than 30 percent in the high- and mid-mountain regions.

The report states that geographical differences in the country's regions have created patterns in demographic development in high mountains, which are the most unprotected areas.

Participants were resolved to protect the mountains, however.

Most of the international development agencies whose chiefs addressed the session pledged to offer more support to the initiatives.

According to Remo Gautschi of the Swiss Development Agency, the world needs to pull resources together to combat the effects of mountain degradation. His agency, he said, had an interest in the conservation effort.

World Bank's head of Central Asia department Dennis de Tray concurred with Gautschi, saying that his organisation was concerned with the declining standards in the mountains, adding that it was prepared to help countries seeking to start protection services.

The UNDP resident representative Jercy Skuratowicz said the International Partnership for Sustainable Development in Mountain Regions, created during the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, serves as the blueprint on how the problems could be tackled.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
ENN (From Associated Press)

Policy makers, experts gather to discuss vulnerability of mountains

 Wednesday, October 30, 2002
  By Bagila Bukharbayeva, 

  BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan — Environmentalists, government officials, and donors gathered Tuesday to sound the alarm about the increasing vulnerability of mountain  ecosystems and mountain peoples to environmental, social, and economic  pressures. 

  The first-ever global mountain summit in the Kyrgyz capital Bishkek surrounded by majestic snowcapped ranges of the Tien Shan Mountains gathered more than 500 delegates from about 60 countries. The four-day event is aimed at raising global awareness of the importance of mountain regions. 

  Opening the summit on Tuesday, Kyrgyz President Askar Akayev urged a radical  change of attitude toward mountain regions. "Consumerism toward mountains has  caused poverty, depopulation, environmental degradation, loss of ethnic and cultural traditions, interethnic tension, conflicts, migration, and information

  problems," he said. 

  Issues to be discussed at the summit include the impact of climate change on  mountains and problems of education and employment in mountainous areas. 

  Crown Prince of Nepal Paras Bir Bikram Shah Dev said mountain regions had been  deprived of access to markets, education, and opportunities. "Far too many our  people live in poverty, far too many suffer from inadequate health care," he said. "It  is high time that the pattern was reversed in favor of mountain regions." 

  A study released ahead of the summit by the U.N. Environment Program and the World Conservation Monitoring Center found many mountain environments are fast disappearing due to excessive use of natural resources, inappropriate infrastructure  development, deforestation, and natural hazards. 

  The report said one of the biggest threats to mountains' environmental security today was global warming, which is rapidly melting mountain glaciers and  snowfields. 

  Despite the warnings, two of the five former Soviet republics in Central Asia failed to  sign a mountain charter Tuesday intended to signal the region's unity in solving  environmental and development problems in their mountain areas. The charter was signed by Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, but no official reason was given as to why Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan — both of which sent delegations to the summit — didn't join the signing ceremony. 

  The region is facing a number of serious environmental problems inherited from its Soviet past, but there has been little cooperation on any level between Central  Asian neighbors after their 1991 independence. One of the main sources of tension has been the unequal distribution of costs and benefits in using mountain resources, mainly water. 

  Mountains cover one-quarter of the planet's surface and provide fresh water to almost half of the world's population. Remote from power and economic centers,  mountain communities are often marginalized. About half of the world's  approximately 700 million mountain inhabitants are vulnerable to food shortages

  and chronic malnutrition, according to the United Nations and other summit  organizers. 

  The summit is the biggest international event ever hosted by Kyrgyzstan, a former  Soviet republic in Central Asia with a population of about 4.5 million people.  Mountains cover more than 90 percent of its territory.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Belfast News Letter 

October 30, 2002, 

MOUNTAINS THREAT 

      A NEW report on agricultural intensification in mountain areas says that more than half of Africa's mountain

      regions have been converted to farming or grazing, as well as a large percentage of the mountain regions in

      South America. 

      The report, by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), entitled, 'Mountain Watch', says that

      the gradual conversion of the world's mountain regions to crop or grazing land is leading to loss of forests

      and other land cover, which can accelerate erosion and soil loss as well as have impacts on wildlife and

      water resources.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Coverage continues to come in on the costs of disasters (UNEP News Release 78).  The link below is from a Norwegian paper.

Bergens Tidende, regional newspaper: http://www.bt.no/utenriks/article112554
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Express 

October 30, 2002 

UNEP'S ASIAN BROWN CLOUD REPORT INCONCLUSIVE: GOVT 

New Delhi has stated that there is a need to conduct further experiments in the Indian Ocean to assess the

      impact of climate change on the monsoons and the weather patterns in the region. The United Nations

      Environment Programme (UNEP) report on the Asian brown cloud (ABC) cannot be taken as the sole

      conclusive evidence for judging the impact, says AK Mehta, director, climate change division in the Union

      environment ministry. Speaking to FE, Mr Mehta has said the country does not dispute the scientific findings

      of the Indian Ocean Experiment (Indoex) carried out jointly by scientific institutions in India, the United

      States and Europe. The results of the Indoex findings have been incorporated in the recent UNEP report on

      Asian brown cloud. He says there is a need to conduct a series of such experiments to arrive at a definite

      conclusion. Also there is a need to specifically determine from which region of the world these pollutants are

      coming in to form this cloud over the Indian Ocean. UNEP director Klaus Toefer, however, has asserted that

      the report by his organisation is "authentic" as it involves competent people drawn from the scientific

      community from different parts of the world and many of them have been directly involved with the Indoex.

      He has also said there is a need to go into the root causes of the formation of ABC through a separate

      study. Earlier, New Delhi had taken serious exception to the UNEP report on ABC and its release at the

      beginning of the Johannesburg Earth Summit, as also on the eve of the CoP-8 in New Delhi. It had alleged

      that the UNEP release issued at Johannesburg had referred to it as 'Asian brown cloud' while in its report it

      was termed as 'Asain brown haze.' The National Physical Laboratory's AK Mitra, who was associated with

      both the Indoex and the UNEP report, when contacted said, there is nothing wrong in terming it as 'Asian

      brown cloud', adding such a cloud cover is also found elsewhere in the world and that it is not peculiar to

      the Asian region alone.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Africa's ivory war to dominate CITES meeting
  JOHANNESBURG - The next battle in Africa's ivory war will be far from the sun-baked savannah where it is usually waged against

  heavily-armed poachers. 

  It will be fought on a diplomatic level in Santiago, Chile, where the 12th conference of the Convention on International Trade in

  Endangered Species (CITES) will consider proposals by five southern African countries to loosen the ban on trading ivory. 

  Kenya, which fears its elephants will be targeted by poachers seeking to "launder" dirty ivory with legal supplies, is leading the charge to

  keep the ban firmly in place at the meeting, which is due to take place from November 3-15. 

  "The trade proposed by five countries will put elephants in 50 countries at risk," says the Kenyan government in a statement outlining its

  official position on the reopening of the trade. 

  Kenya has the staunch backing of India, also fearful for what is left of its elephant population, which is half of the roughly 50,000 Asian

  elephants left in the wild. 

  Conservation groups agree, arguing that a renewed trade in the coveted commodity, used for ornamental carvings and jewellery, will see a   return of the slaughter that wiped out half of Africa's majestic elephant herds in the 1980s. 

  "Many of the elephant range states...do not have the necessary enforcement capabilities to prevent poaching," said Jason Bell-Leask,  southern African director of the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW). 

  "If trade were allowed, they would have to commit extensive financial and human resources to combat poaching," he said. 

  The five southern African states seeking to sell ivory - South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe and Zambia - say money raised will be  ploughed back into conservation projects. 

  South Africa says that ivory sales will produce funds "critically needed for elephant and wildlife management and for the expansion of the  national parks system." 

  The southern African countries also contend that their own enforcement capacity is more than sufficient to meet any threat posed by  poachers. 

  This is probably true for Namibia, Botswana and South Africa. But in Zimbabwe, there have been widespread reports of rampant poaching  amid a collapsing economy, political turmoil and rural lawlessness. 

  There are also questions about Zambia's ability to stem any surge in poaching as the poverty-stricken country struggles with economic  difficulties and critical food shortages that threaten millions with starvation. 

  Critics contend that the amount raised by the proposed ivory auctions will be dwarfed by the sums that poorer countries such as Kenya  will have to shell out to boost their enforcement capacities. 

  The proposals vary. Botswana is looking to sell an initial amount of 20 tonnes - no earlier than May 2004 - with annual export quotas of  not more than four tonnes from 2005 onwards. 

  Namibia is looking at the same time-frame and an initial sale of 10 tonnes followed by annual export quotas of no more than two tonnes.   South Africa is looking at an initial auction of 30 tonnes of its ivory stockpile from the renowned Kruger National Park. 

  Its proposal for subsequent quotas accumulated through mortalities and "management practices" has alarm bells ringing in the animal  welfare community as the later could point to a resumption of culling to contain population growth. 

  BAN CREDITED WITH STEMMING THE SLAUGHTER 

  The ban on the ivory trade in 1989 is credited widely with halting a bloodbath in the bush that saw Africa's elephant population plummet  from an estimated 1.2 million to 600,000 in the space of a little over a decade. 

  In Kenya, many game wardens were killed in the line of duty as they did battle with well-armed and ruthless gangs. 

  In 1997, CITES agreed to a partial lifting of the ban, enabling Botswana, Zimbabwe and Namibia to hold experimental, one-off auctions from  stockpiles in 1999 to Japanese buyers. 

  Conservationists say those auctions were linked to an increase in poaching incidents elsewhere in Africa, though that cannot be proved  beyond a reasonable doubt. 

  Disturbingly, poaching appears to be on the rise again. 

  "Kenya and India believe that the (current southern African) proposals and the 1999 sale of ivory have sent out a signal that the ivory  trade is about to resume, and this has triggered a resurgence of poaching and illegal trade in ivory," says the Kenyan government. 

  It points to recent enormous seizures of illegal ivory, including one of six tonnes in Singapore this year, as evidence that poachers and  smugglers are back in business. 

  TOO MANY ELEPHANTS, OR TOO FEW? 

  There is also debate about just how endangered Africa's elephants are. 

  According to the World Conservation Union's 1998 African Elephant database, there may be only around 300,000 to 450,000 elephants left  in Africa. Other estimates have been put the number as high as 600,000. 

  In many parts of their range, elephant populations have reached their capacity for the amount of habitat available, bringing them into  conflict with soaring human populations on the world's poorest continent. 

  Advocates of ivory sales say the commodity, which has been prized and traded for centuries, can help generate income for poor rural  Africans, giving them a vested interest in the survival of the world's largest land mammal. 

  Opponents counter that far more money can be raised through eco-tourist activities such as game viewing. 

  One thing is certain: the debate will be a hot one in Chile and it won't end there. (With additional reporting by William Maclean in Nairobi). 

________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

FEATURE - Kenya battles to keep ivory ban and save elephants
  NAIROBI NATIONAL PARK, Kenya - Like any baby Wendi loves playing with her ball, cuddling her blanket and gets excited when it's   feeding time. 

  The only difference between her and most other tiny tots is that Wendi is one of 30,000 elephants Kenya will try to protect when it seeks  to stop African countries from resuming the international ivory trade at a meeting in Chile next month. 

  The one-month-old orphan has found a safe and happy home at the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust elephant nursery, unlike most of  Kenya's elephants who battle poachers, angry farmers and shrinking migratory routes every day. 

  Daphne Sheldrick, who runs the Trust from an elephant nursery inside Nairobi National Park, said what happened to Wendi's mother is  still a mystery, but that she was probably another victim of a burgeoning human population squeezing elephants into ever smaller refuges.

  "They are being driven out, falling in wells, getting stuck...and being gunned down for their ivory," Sheldrick told Reuters. 

  She says all of Africa's elephants will be at greater risk unless Kenya can convince a meeting of signatories to the Convention on  International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) in Santiago next month to refuse proposals by five southern  African countries to ease a 1990 ivory trading ban. 

  At a nearby launch for a conservation programme organised by the British-based animal charity Born Free, Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS)  director Joe Kioko told Reuters that expectations that the ivory trade will resume has led to increased elephant poaching. 

  "I spend a lot of my time out in the field and every time there is a CITES meeting there seems to be an upsurge in poaching, and I cannot  believe that there is any reason other than the fact that people anticipate that ivory is going to be traded on the international market,"  Kioko said. 

  He said he had received a report last Thursday saying three elephants had been killed in the past week alone. KWS figures show more  than 80 elephants have been killed illegally in 2002 compared with 57 last year. 

  Kioko said weak customs laws, under-funded conservation programmes and the lack of an efficient system for tracking ivory shipments  would make it impossible to deter poachers from trying to cash in on the trade if South Africa, Zambia, Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe

  manage to lift the ivory ban. 

  Kioko dismissed arguments by some of those countries, who say they need to cull elephants damaging their crops and that money from  selling ivory is needed for conservation. He said their 87 tonnes of ivory stocks would bring in only about $2 million. 

  "Surely that's not enough for conservation," he said, adding that the CITES agreement did not restrict culling populations for management  purposes. 

  He said even the KWS, which is arguably one of the most successful wildlife conservation services in Africa, still needs all the help it can  get to ward off poaching. 

  Born Free, which believes that elephant conservation is the key to preserving most other forms of wildlife in Africa, said that whenever  elephant poaching is on the rise, threats to other wildlife from such illegal practices as snaring also increase. 

  "We know that when elephants are threatened everything else in the wild is threatened," Winnie Kiiru, Born Free's east African project  coordinator, told Reuters. 

  Sheldrick, who has been working with elephants in Kenya for 50 years and raised dozens of them said the gentle giants of the bush are a  key species in the survival of other animals inhabiting Africa's delicate ecological balance. 

  "They create the waterholes that other animals use, the roads through the bush...you know in places like Tsavo (game park in  southeastern Kenya) if there were no elephants the park would die and so would many other species." 

  She said the elephant population in Kenya alone has fallen to about 30,000 from 100,000 about 40 years ago and that Africa's overall  population has dropped from three million to some 200,000, where each death can affect the whole population. 

  "To kill an elephant for its tooth...brings a lot of grief, sorrow and a lot of suffering to all its family and all its friends," she said. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

UGANDA'S ECOTOURISM PROJECT PRESENTED AT MOUNTAINS SUMMIT 

      Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (PANA) - The Global Environment Facility (GEF) is showcasing a project in Uganda as an

      example of how Eco-tourism can be promoted without damaging an area's natural resources. 

      Bwindi Impenetrable Forest and Mgahinga Gorilla national parks are being managed by a project funded by

      GEF through Uganda's Ministry of Tourism, Wildlife and Antiquities to conserve bio- diversity in the two

      parks. 

      "The project supported park management and related research activities that generate income from

      harvesting forest resources sustainable, for example bee-keeping and agro-forestry. "The project also

      promotes eco-tourism that does not damage the area's unique natural heritage," says Mohammed El Ashry,

      GEF chairman in a report. 

      The report, unveiled at the Global Summit on Mountains, which entered it second day here Tuesday, says

      that because of their aesthetic and recreational features. 

      Since mountains attract numerous tourists, governments and Communities living near mountains increasingly

      regard tourism as an important economic activity. 

      GEF, which was launched in 1994 to act as a catalyst for improving global environment, is the designated

      financial mechanism for international agreements on biodiversity, climate change and persistent organic

      pollutants (POPs). 

      It also supports the work of the global agreements to combat desertification and protect international

      waters as well as the ozone layer. 

      Public and private partners carry GEF projects and among those doing so currently are the African

      Development Bank (ADB), United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), the World Bank, United Nations

      Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO) and the Inter American Development Bank (IDB). 

      "To be sustainable however, eco-tourism must include incentives to conserve local ecosystems. One

      example is the Ugandan project where the two parks conserve rare and dwindling Afro-mountain and

      Afro-alpine forests that harbour rare mountain gorillas and other unusual mammals and endemic bird species

      as well as serving as important water catchments and source of forest products for local communities," El

      Ashry says. 

      The World Bank-managed project has so far received 6.74 million US dollars and the next phase is to have

      long term funding. 

      "To provide reliable, long term funding for conservation activities in the parks, the project created the

      Mgahinga and Bwindi Impenetrable forest Conservation Trust Fund, income from which is now being used to

      conserve the park's bio-diversity, maintain watershed protection and erosion control, and provide long-term

      economic gains for local communities," the chairman adds. 

      El Ashry says that community support for project goals was strengthened by involving community

      representatives as full partners in decision making while a management board representing local community

      and NGOs and the government will allocate the income to selected park management, research and

      community development projects. 

      Meanwhile, GEF expressed concern that the expansion of agriculture, deforestation and over-exploitation

      were threatening medicinal plants in Ethiopia's Bale Mountains National Park and nearby Harness Forest. 

      The project, also managed by the World Bank is supporting farmer based cultivation trials of selected

      threatened and indigenous species in the home gardens. 

      Elders, mostly women who have used herbal remedies in home health care, provided the best advice in

      identifying and conserving medicinal plants. 

      "That advice will be used by youth groups that were formed to cultivate medicinal plant gardens along the

      boundaries of villages and to market herbal medicines outside villages," El Ashry's report says.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Salvation of Dojran Lake 

 By Natasha Dokovska 

                      SKOPJE, Former Yugoslav republic of Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia, October 30, 2002 (ENS) - The Former Yugoslav republic of Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonian government   has begun a US$12.5 million project to save one of the most beautiful and  oldest lakes in the country, Dojran Lake, which has been slowly disappearing  due to pumping from neighboring Greece. 

                      Due to exploitation of the water in Dojran Lake and the streams feeding it, the lake level has dropped 2.5 meters (eight feet) below the minimum water level  stipulated in the 1956 bilateral agreement with Greece. 

Lake Dojran in southeastern Former Yugoslav republic of Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia (Photo courtesy   Former Yugoslav republic of Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonian Cultural and Historical  Resource Center)

To save Dojran Lake, water  will be transported from 15  wells in the area of Gjavato  Pole via a hydro system that  uses 20 kilometers (12 miles)   of pipeline and three water  basins. 

Another component of the   Dojran Lake Hydro-system  public enterprise will provide drinking water for nearby  residents. 

Experts say this system will  add water to the lake at a rate  of approximately 1,000 liters (264 gallons) per second, which is 10 times more   than the current intake. 

At this rate, the lake is expected to be fully replenished in eight years.  Without this intervention, the lake was expected to go dry within 15 years. 

Dojran Lake has a surface area of 42.5 square kilometers (16.4 square miles). On October 1, when officials from Former Yugoslav republic of Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia's Environment Ministry measured the lake's depth, it was 348 centimeters (11.4 feet) below the optimal level. 

The Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonian Environment Minister Vladimir Dzabirski says this is largest  retreat of the lake ever. 

With an average depth of 1.5 meters (4.8 feet) and a three meter (9.7 foot) maximum depth, the lake is turning into a swamp. The plants and animals are  dying out, and various diseases infect the fish. 

Marjan Dodovski, the Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonian minister of environment and urban   planning, said that Greece, which borders on Lake Dojran, shares Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia's interest in preservation of the lake, and that that country has set aside €4  million for that purpose. 

Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonian Environment and Planning Minister Marjan   Dodovski (Photo courtesy Office of the Minister)

                      But pumping to remove water from the lake is  apparently continuing on the Greek side, and,                 according to Dodovski, Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia and Greece still  must sign an official agreement on protection of the                    lake. 

                      Dodovski said that a study has shown that construction of the pipeline has no effect on the            Vardar River. The same water pipeline system will be used for watering farmland in the Bogdansko Pole,                      Nikolic and Crnicko Pole regions. 

                      The system is not currently functioning, but officials say that once release  valves, shafts, and a command center have been installed, the pipeline from Gavato Pole to Lake Dojran will be opened. 

                      Architects from the Engineering Institute of Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia have also completed work necessary to provide drinking water for the municipality of Star Dojran.  Filip Doncevski, director of the Dojran Lake Hydro-system public enterprise, says that well is ready to be connected to the water pipeline network. 

                      The four largest construction companies in Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia - Beton, Pelagonija,  Granit and Mavrovo - have worked on the project as well as the October 11  factory in Kumanovo, which produces pipes. 

                      The project, entitled Salvation of Dojran Lake, began on September 8, Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia's national day, and it was an issue in the most recent election campaign. 

                      Financing of the project will be implemented with funds from the sale of Former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia's telecom company as well as with international funds. 

                      For more on Dojran Lake, go to Dokovska's report "The Disappearance of Dojran Lake" at: http://ens-news.com/ens/oct2001/2001-10-16-03.asp                                                                                     

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Brazil Pressed Not to Fell Rainforests

 Wed Oct 30, 7:32 PM ET

 LONDON (Reuters) - Environmentalists battling to save the Amazon rainforest said on Thursday that Brazil should encouraged not

 to cut down trees by being offered a system of rewards. 

                    Supported by new findings, ecologists are to present a major new action plan aimed at saving one of the world's most precious

                    natural resources from extinction. 

                    The plan will be put forward to South American government representatives meeting in London on Thursday. 

                    Roberto Smeraldi, Amazon director of Friends of the Earth (news - web sites), told Reuters that under the plan, Brazil should be

                    compensated for not felling its forests. "There is no alternative," he said. 

                    He called for crop diversification and more productive cattle ranching in the short term. 

                    Research has suggested unchecked greenhouse gas emissions could spell an end to the rainforests and lead to extreme weather

 phenomena such as that produced by the El Nino effect. 

 Brazil is planning huge transport and hydroelectric schemes over the next five years. But ecologists warned that that planned dams could mean flooding an area

 of rainforest equivalent to half the size of Britain. 

 Over the next two decades, Brazil's development programs could devour more than 40 percent of the rainforest, the plan says in a contribution from Bill

 Laurance from the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute in Panama. 

 Amazonia accounts for much more of the world's rainfall than previously supposed, recent research shows, and ecologists fear that deforestation will threaten the

 world's water supply. 

 Studies have suggested that the Amazon rainforest may be soaking up carbon dioxide belched out by industry. The forest could mop up as much as eight

 percent of man's annual emissions.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Extraordinary' woolly  rhino finds

               Rhino quarry: The back end is still to be found

              By Jonathan Amos 

               BBC News Online science staff 

               The remains of four woolly rhinos have been unearthed  in an English quarry. 

               Scientists describe the group find at Whitemoor Haye in Staffordshire a "extraordinary" and one of the best Ice Age discoveries of its type in Northern Europe in recent  years. 

               In addition to the great   beasts, researchers have also dug out a remarkable  range of superbly               preserved plants and   insects. One of the rhinos  even has plant material  still stuck to its teeth,  giving possible clues to its last meal. 

               Taken together, the  specimens should enable  archaeologists to build up a detailed picture of what               life was like in this  particular corner of the UK 30-50,000 years ago. 

               "We'll be able to piece together the whole Ice Age environment in that area by the banks of the River

               Trent," said Simon Buteux, director of the field archaeology unit at the University of Birmingham. 

               'Totally unexpected' 

               He told BBC News Online: "The plants in particular are beautifully preserved - they look as if they were buried last week quite frankly. And in amongst them are remains of beetles which are very sensitive to the               climate, so this will give us good clues to what the local environment was back then." 

               The initial woolly rhino  (Coelodonta antiquus) discovery was made by quarryman Ray Davies, who

               pulled up a massive skull in  the bucket of his digger. 

               Gary Coates, a University of  Birmingham archaeologist,  said: "I've been working at  Whitemoor Haye Quarry for five years and have excavated everything from prehistoric burial grounds to Roman farmsteads, but this  find was totally unexpected. 

               "It's the biggest find - in all senses of the word - I've ever been involved with." 

               Researchers have recovered most of the front end of  the beast. They say it is the most complete woolly rhino specimen found in the UK in modern times. 

               Freeze protection 

               "This is the best example of a woolly rhino I have ever seen," said Andy Currant, palaeontologist and Ice Age expert from the Natural History Museum in London,  where the bones have now been taken. 

               "The bones are exceptionally well  preserved. Usually,  remains have been scavenged by predators               and only fragments survive." 

               The research teams on site are confident of finding the back end of the animal soon, but they have               already found remains  from three other individuals. One of the  skulls is over a metre in  length. 

               The dig has also uncovered bones from a mammoth, reindeer, wild  horse, bison and a wolf. 

               "We'd love to find evidence of human activity -   Neanderthals perhaps - but we think this period was               simply too cold for humans to have been able to cope  with," said Simon Buteux. 

               "The indications for that come from the first rhino itself.  The reason it is so well preserved is probably because it froze immediately it died and this stopped it being  broken up by predator or scavenger activity." 

               Further excavation at Whitemoor Haye Quarry is being  funded by English Nature through their Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund Grants Scheme. This should give researchers the time and money they need to fully explore the site. ____________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

October 31, 2002

UNEP says African conflicts disrupt environmental conservation

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (PANA) - The Nairobi-based UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) has lamented that conflicts in Africa posed serious obstacles to environmental conservation efforts on the continent. UNEP deputy director Shafqat Kakakhel warned that forests, mountains and even rare animal species were at risk due to the escalation of conflicts in Africa. Kakakhel is representing UNEP Executive Director Klaus Topfer at the Global Summit on Mountains in Kyrgyzstan. He said though Africa was blessed with some of the best ecosystems in the world, it was faced with the mounting crisis of refugees and combatants who are ignorant of the need to conserve the environment. "Refugees must cut trees for firewood to cook their relief rations. Being people with no commitment to the camps where they are staying, this ends up creating environmental problems which if not checked could lead to disasters," Kakakhel told PANA in Bishkek. He cited how the apes of Central African Mountains were faced with extinction due to continued conflicts in their habitats. On the plight of mountains, Kakakhel expressed optimism that the African Ministerial Conference on Mountains (AMCEN) would be in the forefront of working towards protecting the continent's mountain resources. 

The conference brings together environment ministers from all over the continent although according to Kakakhel, various regions in Africa have different environmental problems that demand redress regionally.

10,000 mangrove trees destroyed in Mauritius 

Port Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - About 10,000 mangrove trees, which provided shelter and protected against erosion in the Roches Noires area, north of Mauritius, have been felled by the population, the Fishery Minister Sylvio Michel has revealed. Michel, who toured the area said more than 40,000 of the trees were planted at the cost of 600,000 rupees (about 20,375 US dollars) more than a year ago, to help protect the marine environment. Sources said inhabitants of the region felled the mangrove trees for their roots, used in the preparation of medicine against diabetes.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025671&dte=30/10/2002
Uganda's ecotourism project presented at mountains summit 

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (PANA) -  The Global Environment Facility  (GEF) is showcasing a project in Uganda as an example of how to promote eco-tourism. Bwindi Impenetrable Forest and Mgahinga Gorilla national parks are being managed by a project funded by GEF through Uganda's Ministry of Tourism, Wildlife and Antiquities to conserve bio-diversity in the two parks. "The project supported park management and related research activities that generate income from harvesting forest resources, for example bee-keeping and agro-forestry. The project also promotes eco-tourism that does not damage the area's unique natural heritage," said Mohammed El Ashry, GEF chair, in a report. The report was unveiled at the Global Summit on Mountains. 

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025635&dte=30/10/2002
Indian Scientific Innovator Wins UN Environment Prize 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - One of the world's great environmental thinkers and innovators, Dr. Ashok Khosla of India has won this year's prestigious UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize offered by the UN Environment Programme. Khosla has combined life in the glittering halls of academia with on-the-ground livelihood and development schemes for the rural poor, UNEP said Wednesday announcing the winner of the prize, worth 200,000 dollars. The prize, considered one of the most prestigious environmental awards in the world, will be presented at the American Folk Art Museum in New York on 19 November. UNEP said Khosla has worked tirelessly to demonstrate both the theory and practice of "sustainable development" through his teaching and fostering of environment-friendly and commercially viable technologies. "This award is really for the work of the many, many partners and collaborators with whom I have been privileged to work over the last 40 years," the UNEP press release quoted Khosla as saying.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025619&dte=30/10/2002
Indian Prime Minister rebuts pollution accusations 

New Delhi, India (PANA) - Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihar Vajpayee has refuted allegations that developing countries generate a lot of greenhouse gases that do not correspond to their industrial potential. "The contribution of developing countries in issuing greenhouse gases is minimal, but they are the ones who suffer most from the greenhouse effect," said Vajpayee. Speaking at the opening of the ministerial session of the eighth UN Conference on Climatic Changes (COP 8), Vajpayee urged developed countries to assist in strengthening the capacities of countries of the South to face the harmful effects of climatic changes. Meanwhile, the executive secretary of the UN Framework Agreement on Climatic Changes, Joke Waller Hunter, observed that the recent floods in Europe and the drought in Africa are extreme situations that remind the entire world about the seriousness of the problem. 

Environment Ministers from all over the world are attending the conference that will close on 1 November. By then the ministers should agree, among other things, on the amount of funds to be

allocated to developing countries for minimising the effects of climatic changes. They will take into account the Global Environment Facility report, the climatic change fund, the Least Developed Countries Fund, available financial mechanisms and the transfer of technologies.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025609&dte=30/10/2002
FAO report praises skills of farmers on Mount Kilimanjaro 

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (PANA) - The UN food security agency, FAO has appraised farming methods practised by farmers on the slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania as the best way to curb malnutrition among mountainous communities. A report by Anna Lea Jenny and Florence Egal of FAO's nutrition programmes service says that home gardens developed by the Chagga of northern Tanzania ensured better land use and peoples living in other mountainous regions could practise similar methods to avoid the risk of starvation. The report was unveiled at the ongoing Global Summit on Mountains in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. In comparison, it says that other mountainous communities living in Peru, Bolivia and Pakistan were being forced to make do with little food on the table due to expanding populations and land use that is markedly different from those of their Tanzanian counterparts. 

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025569&dte=30/10/2002
7 Killed As Torrential Rains Break Dam Walls in Tana

The Nation (Nairobi): Flood waters have killed seven people and displaced thousands in Madogo Division of Tana River District. Another two people are missing and feared dead in the Tuesday night flooding which occured after the walls of a dam next to a settlement collapsed following a heavy downpour. The Madogo District Officer, Mr. Ndambuki Mathioko, who led a rescue operation, said eight bodies were retrieved. Rescue volunteers were still wading in the muck looking for the missing. Confusion reigned at the rescue site after partially decomposed bodies buried recently at an adjacent Muslim graveyard were washed away by the raging floods. Body parts of the dead were scattered at the scene by the floodwaters. Volunteers dug a

mass grave to rebury the body parts.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210300423.html
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Topical News Issues

Vajpayee against tagging rich nations with poor

The Daily Start (Abdul Jalil Bhuiyan), Oct 31, 2002 - New Delhi - Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee yesterday said poor countries battling to feed their starving population should not be set the same targets as rich nations for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
…”Developing countries do not have adequate resources to meet their basic human needs. Climate change mitigation will bring additional strain to the already fragile economies of the developing countries and will affect our efforts to achieve higher GDP growth rates to eradicate poverty speedily," Vajpayee said.
…"Industrialised nations must do all to cut greenhouse gases. As a first step, they must ratify the Kyoto protocol," said Klaus Toepfer, executive secretary of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 
http://www.dailystarnews.com/200210/31/n2103113.htm#BODY1 

Major breakthrough in combating a serious health hazard
The Independent Bangladesh, Oct 30, 2002 (Shakeel A I Mahmood) - "The arsenic problem must be solved as soon as possible considering the serious consequence of arsenic pollution", said Begum khaleda Zia, Prime Minister of Bangladesh.
Arsenic contamination will have serious impact on the economy as it will affect the agriculture and other related industries, water management, public health and the overall national economy of Bangladesh. This has been disclosed in a study report by the United Nations University (UNU) in Tokyo and the Dhaka-based Earth Identity Project.
The report warns that the large scale of arsenic poisoning, complicated by undernutrition, mainly among the country's rural poor, is "unprecedented" in history.
…Government and NGOs can support UNEP in designing an International treaty that will phase out these dangerous chemical called POPS (persistent organic pollutants) which are used both in agriculture and in industry as quickly as possible.
http://independent-bangladesh.com/news/oct/30/30102002op.htm#  


Asian nations seek reduced target emissions 
Bangkok Post, Oct 31, 2002 (Kultida Samabuddhi, Bangkok Post) - Asian countries have demanded a greater say in drawing up the Kyoto Protocol's Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) in a bid to protect the economic and environmental interests of the region.
The action follows Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee's demand yesterday that poor countries should not be set the same targets as rich nations on cutting greenhouse gas emissions.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/31Oct2002_news24.html 


United Nations climate conference gears up and `get serious' 
The Jakarta Post, Oct 31, 2002 (Stevie Emilia), New Delhi - India said on Wednesday that poor countries battling to feed their starving populace should not be set the same targets as rich nations for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
In a speech marking the opening of the ministerial section of the high-powered UN climate conference here, Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee said: "Developing countries do not have adequate resources to meet their basic human needs. Climate change mitigation will bring additional strain to the already fragile economies of the developing countries and will affect our efforts to achieve higher GDP growth rates to eradicate poverty speedily." 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailnational.asp?fileid=20021031.K01&amp;irec=2 

Environmentalists Urge Poor Nations to Rally Against Global Warming 
Tehran Times, Oct 31, 2002 - NEW DELHI -- Environmental activists at a shadow conference to a high-powered UN meeting on climate change Sunday urged developing countries to join forces to demand urgent action on global warming.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=10/31/02&Cat=7&Num=4 


India rejects pressure to cut greenhouse gases
Reuters, Oct 31, 2002 - NEW DELHI - India, one of the world's most populous but poorest countries, yesterday rejected pressure for poor nations to step up efforts to cut gases that contribute to global warming.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18392/story.htm 

Roundup: India criticizes industrial
NEW DELHI, Oct. 30, 2002 (Xinhuanet) -- Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee Wednesday criticized the industrial nations for demanding greater commitments from developing countries on preventing climate change. 
Addressing the opening ceremony of the Ministerial Meeting of the 8th Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change here, he said, "There have been suggestions that a process should commence to enhance commitments of developing countries on mitigating climate change beyond that included in the convention." 
"This suggestion is misplaced for several reasons," he stressed.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2002-10/30/content_613436.htm 


PM flays developed nations over climate change issue
Press Trust of India, New Delhi, October 30 - Hitting out at the industrial nations for demanding greater commitments from developing countries for preventing climate change, Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on Wednesday said the suggestion was "misplaced" in view of lower green house gas emissions and per capita incomes in the third world.
"There have been suggestions that a process should commence to enhance commitments of developing countries on mitigating climate change beyond that included in the convention. This suggestion is misplaced for several reasons", Vajpayee told the eighth UN Conference on Climate Change in New Delhi.
http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/181_93916,0008.htm 


'Several key issues on global warming not addressed'

Daily Star (AFP), Oct 29, 2002 - New Delhi - Representatives from local communities in developing countries said yesterday several key issues on global warming are not being covered at a high-level UN conference on climate change. Paulo Moutinho, coordinator of the Amazon Institute of Environmental Research, said the rampant burning of Brazilian Amazon forests releasing huge amounts of carbon was out of the realm of discussions under the Kyoto Protocol on global warming.
http://www.dailystarnews.com/200210/29/n2102913.htm#BODY4 

India bags `Fossil of the Day' Award
Press Trust of India, New Delhi, October 30, India, host to the UN Climate Change Conference, for the first time on Wednesday bagged the `Fossil of the Day' Award given by NGOs for anti-environment moves by the countries.
India was the sole recepient of the award given by umbrella NGO Climate Action Network for "its failure to draw any reference to the Kyoto Protocol in the Draft Delhi Declaration."
We thought this treaty was a milestone in the international climate negotiations, CAN said.
It said India was given this award also for refusing to move forward on the funding negotiations on behalf of G-77 and China.
"Being host to an important conference on climate change and one of the largest countries in the world--both in size and population--implies a certain responsibility to these negotiations and India has not lived up to these expectations," CAN added.  
http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/181_94244,0008.htm 
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UNEP IN THE NEWS

The Reuters story, datelined Delhi, “UN says environmental disasters cost world $70 bln”, was also picked up by various newspaper and TV online services:  Ft. Wayne (Indiana) Journal Gazette & News-Sentinel --http://www.fortwayne.com/mld/fortwayne/news/local/4403937.htm; Mississippi Sun Herald -- http://www.sunherald.com/mld/sunherald/news/breaking_news/4403937.htm; Miami, Florida Herald --  http://www.miami.com/mld/miami/news/local/4403937.htm; Wichita (Kansas) Eagle -- http://www.kansas.com/mld/kansas/news/4403937.htm; ABC TV News -- http://abcnews.go.com/wire/US/reuters20021030_161.html; CNN News -- http://www.cnn.com/2002/TECH/science/10/30/enviro.disasters.reut/; Philadelphia (Pennsylvania) Inquirer -- http://www.philly.com/mld/philly/news/local/4403937.htm
Scientist from India wins U.N. environmental prize, DPA/UN, 30/10:  A scientist from India who has devoted his life to protecting the environment was named as this year's recipient of the United Nations Environment Programme's Sasakawa Prize.  Ashok Khosla, who founded the first major non-governmental organization in India to promote environment-friendly and commercially viable technologies, is to receive the award November 19 in New York.  The prize is worth 200,000 dollars and comes from funds donated by the late Japanese industrialist Ryoichi Sasakawa. The environment prize is the only award given out every year by the U.N. Environment Programme for the world organization.

New Wave of Bleaching Hits Coral Reefs Worldwide. ENS, 29/10:  Scientists are linking to climate change over 430 cases of coral bleaching documented by a researchers so far this year. The majority of bleaching records have come from the Great Barrier Reef in Australia with others from reefs in countries including the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Japan, Palau, Maldives, Tanzania, Seychelles, Belize, Ecuador and off the Florida coast of the United States.  The findings, released Monday by the WorldFish Center, the International Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), have come from a new global coral reef information system called ReefBase which contains data on bleaching events dating back to 1963.  (See http://ens-news.com/ens/oct2002/2002-10-29-19.asp#anchor1)

Climate change could cost $150 billion and other stories, California Academy of Sciences/ENN, 30/10:  Storms caused by global warming could cause problems for banks and insurers.  They may lose $150 billion per year over the next 10 years unless they start considering the risks posed by climate change, says a report conducted by a United Nations-backed, U.S.-based research firm. At the same time, humanity must work harder to reduce global warming.  (See http://enn.com/news/enn-stories/2002/10/10302002/s_48778.asp)

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Oil Pipeline Forges Ahead in Ecuador, NY Times, 30/10:  Environmentalists in northern Ecuador dream of halting construction of a new oil pipeline that the builders said could bring spectacular wealth to this poor Andean country. But with the 300-mile-long, privately financed pipeline now 70 percent complete, even the most die-hard opponents acknowledge that stopping the construction is next to impossible.  After two years of acrimony by a strong, well-organized opposition that frequently disrupted construction, such admissions could not be more welcome for the consortium of multinational oil companies building the heavy-crude pipeline.  But now the company and Government projections of output have been cut back, causing many to question value of project.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/30/business/worldbusiness/30PIPE.html?ex=1036988009&ei=1&en=ff8ce8647dac8a40)

In a place where nature provides, mankind deprives, Christian Science Monitor, 30/10: The water of India's Cauvery River is critical to the farmers of Tamil Nadu. But this year, politics bottled it up. Once one of the major rice-growing regions of India, the fields of Tamil Nadu have not gone dry because of Mother Nature, although there has been a drought this year. Tamil Nadu is dry because of one man.  S.M. Krishna, the chief minister of the neighboring state of Karnataka disobeyed a treaty that obliged him to release waters from the Cauvery River – a river so vast it has been nicknamed the Ganges of the South – to the farmers of Tamil Nadu.  On Sunday, Mr. Krishna changed his mind, after facing sanctions from the Indian Supreme Court. But for farm laborers, the Cauvery waters are coming too late.  (See http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1030/p08s02-wosc.html)

CANADIAN NEWS

Energy union offers support for Kyoto, CBC News, 30/10:  Canada's biggest energy union says provincial premiers should do the right thing for the environment and endorse ratification of the Kyoto Protocol.  The Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union, representing more than 35,000 energy sector workers, say they're concerned about potential job losses.  An internal union report indicates 1.8 million jobs will be created if Canada ratifies and implements Kyoto. The union wants to see the creation of a transition fund to help workers retrain and relocate for newly created jobs.  (See http://cbc.ca/stories/2002/10/30/cep_kyoto021030)

Chrétien refuses to delay ratifying Kyoto, Toronto Globe and Mail, 30/10: [image: image1]Prime Minister Jean Chrétien said he won't budge from plans to ratify the Kyoto Protocol by Christmas and rebuffed renewed provincial demands for a meeting of first ministers before Canada endorses the controversial treaty.  On Monday, provinces and territories repeated earlier calls for a first ministers meeting on Ottawa's Oct. 24 plan for cutting greenhouse-gas emissions under Kyoto. They also demanded a major overhaul of the federal strategy. Either of those requests could delay ratification.  The Prime Minister said he's not meeting with premiers and territorial leaders until early next year, when the agenda will be health care, though he suggested leaders could talk about other issues too if they want.  (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment)

Provincial Premiers enraged by Kyoto snub, National Post, 30/10:  PM Jean Chrétien was accused of provoking a national crisis yesterday as provincial leaders expressed outrage over his dismissal of their calls for a first ministers conference on the Kyoto accord. Gordon Campbell, the B.C. Premier, attacked the Prime Minister and David Anderson, the Environment Minister, for their "glib response" to the premiers' bid to work with Ottawa to develop a national plan on greenhouse gases.  Lorne Taylor, Alberta's Environment Minister, said the "ego-driven" Prime Minister has squandered unanimous support among the provinces for a national climate-change plan.  (See http://www.nationalpost.com/utilities/story.html?id={3F66E9AF-40DF-43C3-9536-DCCED7496388})

___________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           Secretary-General's Report on Reform

           The Secretary-General this morning presented his report on further United Nations reform to the General

     Assembly, telling the Assembly that one of his chief aims since becoming Secretary-General was to make the

     Organization more useful by making it more efficient and effective, adjusting to new conditions and needs.

           He emphasized his proposal to review the United Nations programme of work, to make sure it concentrates on  what matters to the world’s people, as well as proposals to improve United Nations performance in its human rights and public information work.   The Secretary-General told the Assembly that he is establishing a high-level panel to take stock of the  relationship between the United Nations and civil society, and to suggest ways to enhance that relationship.    Now, he said, he hoped that his report would be debated, and that the General Assembly would adopt a single resolution providing clear guidance on the way forward.

           Security Council Yesterday

           Yesterday afternoon, the Security Council held a private meeting on the work of the two International Criminal  Tribunals, for the former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda, in which it heard from the Tribunal Presidents –- respectively,  Judges Claude Jorda and Navanethem Pillay.  They also heard from the Prosecutor, Carla Del Ponte.

           All three of these officials drew attention to the cooperation they will need from Member States in providing suspects, witnesses and evidence, so that they can complete their caseloads in a timely manner.

           Judge Pillay and Prosecutor Del Ponte noted difficulties the Rwanda Tribunal has faced this year in obtaining  the appearance at the Arusha, Tanzania, court of witnesses based in Rwanda, which they said had set back the Tribunal’s work.

           Judge Jorda and the Prosecutor drew attention to problems in securing cooperation as well, with both of them citing the failure of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia to provide needed evidence or transfer accused suspects to the  Hague Tribunal.

           In a closed meeting held earlier that afternoon, the Security Council also heard from Judge Gilbert Guillaume, President of the International Court of Justice, on that body’s work over the past year.

           Security Council

           The Security Council today resumed consultations on a draft resolution on Iraq.  The consultations had been  previously scheduled for 5 p.m. yesterday afternoon, but were postponed until 10 a.m. this morning when the closed meeting on the United Nations tribunals ended shortly before 7:30 last night.

           Then this afternoon at 3 p.m., the Security Council has scheduled an open meeting on Afghanistan.

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, will brief the Council on  security and the reform of the security sector in Afghanistan.  He is also expected to update Council members on the  implementation of the Bonn Agreement and the work of various commissions called for by that agreement, including early work for the preparation of the constitution and elections. 

           The Council is scheduled to hold consultations on Afghanistan following the open meeting.

           Iraq

           We’ve been informed by the Office of the Iraq Programme that on Monday, the Security Council’s 661 Iraq Sanctions Committee approved a list of just under 6,000 humanitarian supply items.

           In the future, contracts for such items can be “fast-tracked” by the Office of the Iraq Programme, without prior  review either by the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC)/International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) or the Sanctions Committee.

           The “fast-track” list includes all food items that are procured by the Government of Iraq for distribution in the  monthly food basket for the entire population of Iraq, basic medicines, supplies and consumables, as well as raw  materials for the local production of basic medicines, furniture, printing paper, teaching and educational supplies, clothing, agricultural seeds and fertilizers and basic construction materials, among other things.

           Liberia Panel Report

           The report of the Panel of Experts on Liberia Sanctions is out as a Security Council document today.

           It was transmitted by Ambassador Kishore Mahbubani of Singapore in his capacity as Chairman of the

     Security Council Sanctions Committee on Liberia.

           On the arms embargo, the Panel notes that it has uncovered new violations, including the delivery of 200 tons  of weapons and ammunition supplies to Liberia from June to August of this year.  The weapons were mainly from old  Yugoslav stocks and were supplied by a Belgrade-based arms dealer.  A non-existent Nigerian company and a  number of go-between companies and brokers were involved with these illicit arms sales, according to the Panel.

           The four-member Panel also says that arms continue to reach the rebel Group Liberians United for

     Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) through Sierra Leone, Côte d’Ivoire or Guinea.

           The Panel recommends that the arms embargo be continued and extended to all armed non-State actors in

     the region, including the LURD.

           The Panel members make a number of observations and recommendations in such areas as sources of

     government funds, the travel and diamond bans, and the humanitarian impact of sanctions.

           Democratic Republic of the Congo

           We have two items today on the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           First, the report of the United Nations Human Rights Commission’s Special Rapporteur for the Democratic

     Republic of the Congo, Ulia Motoc, is out on the racks.  In it she concludes that massive human rights violations are continuing in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, especially in territories under the defacto control of the Congolese  Rally for Democracy-Goma and the Movement for the Liberation of the Congo.

           In areas under the control of the Government, Ms. Motoc says human rights violations are continuing, above all in the administration of justice.  However, she notes that there has been some progress in the protection of human rights by the Government, notably relating to the release of child soldiers from detention and the lifting of restrictions on political activity.

           The second item relates to the plight of refugees from the Central African Republic to the Democratic Republic  of the Congo.  The Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has received reports that a number of  residents of the Central African Republic capital Bangui, which has been the scene of fighting in recent days, have   been prevented from crossing the Ubangi river to seek refuge in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  Some who  have managed to cross say that Central African Republic Government soldiers are trying to extract money as people make their way across the river.

           UNHCR is ferrying supplies and has opened registration centres in the Congolese border town of Zongo to

     process the new arrivals from the Central African Republic.

           There's more information on the UNHCR Web site.

           Kosovo

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Michael Steiner, today met in Belgrade with

     Yugoslav President Vojislav Kostunica and other senior officials, briefing them on the current situation in Kosovo.

           In comments to reporters afterward, Mr. Steiner said he believed that Kosovo’s Serbs had “shot themselves in the foot” with their low turnout in last week’s municipal elections.  The low Serb turnout, he said, “has diminished their capacity to take part in decision-making in Kosovo".

           He noted that following that outcome, it made no sense to go forward with a meeting he had proposed for

     Kosovo’s political parties to discuss decentralization this Friday.  However, he added, “this does not mean that the  philosophy of decentralization is off the table”.

           We have a press release with more details.

           Climate Change

           The High-level Segment of the Eighth Conference of Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on  Climate Change began today in New Delhi, India.  The Secretary-General’s message to the Conference, delivered by  Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs Nitin Desai, said that agreements reached at the  Johannesburg Summit had implications for efforts to address the effects of climate change.  He said:  “We must   pursue their goals, as well as the Millennium Development Goals and the quest for sustainable development, with  vigour and commitment if we are to make a long-overdue investment in the survival and security of future generations.”

           We have the full text of the Secretary-General’s message available in my office along with the remarks he will   deliver at the memorial service for Cyrus Vance and at the United Nations Development Programme Poverty

     Eradication Awards Dinner this evening.  We also have the text of the Secretary-General’s message delivered on his  behalf to the regional meeting of the International Chamber of Commerce which is taking place in Yaoundé, Cameroon.

           World Health Report

           The World Health Organization (WHO) today launched its 2002 World Health Report, "Preventing Risks,

     Promoting Healthy Life".  The report says life expectancy can be increased by five to 10 years if governments and  individuals tackle major health risks.  Life expectancy worldwide ranges from a low of

     25 years in Sierra Leone to a high of 73 years in Japan.

           The report shows that 47 per cent of global mortality is attributable to the leading 20 risk factors.  The top

     preventable causes of death include childhood and maternal underweight, unsafe sex, high blood pressure, tobacco and alcohol use, unsafe water and sanitation, and iron deficiency.

           There's also "overweight" in there, but I didn't want to embarrass anybody.

           The report provides a road map of how to tackle a wide range of preventable conditions that kill millions of  people prematurely.  Recommendations have been tailored to suit high, middle and low-income countries.  The report concludes that the results of reducing risks and promoting healthy life will have far-reaching effects and lasting social value for all countries.

           We have a press kit on that in my office.

           **Child Soldiers

           In a new study launched today, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has called for the demobilization  and reintegration of 70,000 child soldiers currently serving in the East Asia and Pacific Region.

           The study, entitled “Adult Wars, Child Soldiers:  Voices of Children  Involved in Armed Conflict in the East  Asia and Pacific Region”, is based on interviews with 69 current and former child combatants from six Asian countries.

     The average recruitment age of those interviewed was 13 years, while the youngest was forcibly recruited at the age of  seven.

           Those interviewed reported numerous abuses, including brutal training regimens, hard labour and severe

     punishments while serving in armed groups.  Some said they had been forced to witness or commit atrocities,

     including rape and murder, while others spoke of seeing friends and family killed.

           UNICEF’s Executive Director, Carol Bellamy, is releasing the study, and urges countries to quickly ratify and  implement the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which outlaws the involvement of any child under the age of 18 in hostilities. 

           We have the UNICEF report and its press release available in the office.

           World Food Programme News

           The World Food Programme (WFP) today approved a new relief operation for Central America.  The

     Programme is seeking $66 million to assist an additional 690,000 people hard-hit by recent droughts, which in turn  have adversely affected the coffee crop.  WFP is currently assisting more than one and a half million people in Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua.

           WFP also warned that victims of the fighting in northern Uganda would soon face severe shortages unless

     donors come forward with urgent contributions.  WFP needs 18,000 tons of food to feed more than half a million people  until the end of the year.      We have press releases on both those items.

           Spiderman and UNICEF

           Okay, if you like Spiderman, get ready.  Tomorrow, 31 October, there will be a Halloween party for children of United Nations delegates and staff starting at

     5 p.m. on the Visitors' Plaza to highlight the "Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF" fundraising campaign.  There will be a special  appearance by Spiderman -– and I don't know if he's going to climb the building, I think they were trying to get  clearance from the security people for him to do that -– but anyway, he'll be there, and he'll present UNICEF with a donation, encouraging the attendees to "Be a Hero:  Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF".

           Following the party, at 6:15 p.m., there will be a premiere screening of the DVD version of Spiderman in

     Conference Room 4, and the event is co-sponsored by UNICEF, the United States Fund for UNICEF, the United Nations Department of Public Information and Columbia TriStar Home Entertainment.

           Further Announcements

           At 11 a.m. tomorrow, Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of the United Nations Development Fund for

     Women, will be here to present the report "Progress of the World's Women, Vol. 1:  The Independent Experts'

     Assessment on the Impact of Armed Conflict on Women and Women's Role in Peace-Building".  She will be joined by the two independent experts who worked on the report, Elisabeth Rehn and Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.

           And finally, World Chronicle programme number 868, featuring Adnan Amin, Director of the New York Office

     for (UNEP), will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 and 31.

           Anything before we go to Richard?

           Question:  Does the Security Council have anything to do with the distribution of food and other items in Iraq?

           Spokesman: No, this has already gone through the process.  I think you're referring to the items that I listed

     under the oil-for-food.  No, that's all done, those items can now be freely imported by Iraq.  Yes?

           Question:  Is the Secretary-General going to visit Mr. Denktash?

           Spokesman:  I can't say for sure.  I did ask him this morning.  He said that his intention was to try to see Mr.  Denktash by the end of this week, if they can find a mutually convenient time.  So I think he's hoping to visit him.  That would be just a private visit to wish him a quick recovery.

           Question:  Has the Secretary-General invited Mr. Clerides to come to New York next week?

           Spokesman:  I don't have that information here.  I'll have to check for you after the briefing.

           Question:  Is the Secretary-General planning any trips or planning to visit any of the P5 members?

           Spokesman:  I don't have anything specific to announce.  He has one more large trip to make this year and

     that will be in mid-November, but I can't give you any further details now.  That will include an official visit to a P5  country. Before he leaves on that trip, he will make a short visit to another P5 capital. But we're not ready to announce that yet either.  And then I think he's going to take some time off around Christmas, but that's not official.

           Okay, Richard?

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly

           Good afternoon.

           This morning the General Assembly plenary took up agenda item 52, "The report of the Secretary-General on  strengthening of the United Nations".  In his introductory remarks, President Kavan said that he finds it particularly   welcome that the Secretary-General clearly dispelled any anxiety that the reforms could lead to the curtailment of the  development agenda in the United Nations. 

           While recognizing that the initial informal response to the Secretary-General’s proposals has been very

     positive, President Kavan went on to say that, “UN reform is a continuing process and therefore I see the report as a stepping-stone towards further improvements in the work of both the Secretariat and the

     General Assembly,” which is why, he goes on to say, “many of the proposals could bring fresh ideas into the process of the revitalization of the work of the General Assembly, which the Presidency fully supports. 

           "UN reform is not and cannot be perceived as a unilateral action.  It is a process in which a joint effort of the  membership and the Secretariat is absolutely crucial for getting the second phase of reforms started and agreed actions implemented.” 

           In outlining how he intends to handle debate, President Kavan stressed that this is going to be an open and

     transparent process in which all interested and concerned delegations will be involved.  After the plenary debate, which  will continue tomorrow, open-ended informal consultations will take place, possibly as soon as Friday.

           In closing, President Kavan informed delegations, “I will carefully listen to your views, your proposals and

     concerns, both at this plenary and during the informal consultations.  After the debate and first round of informal  consultations, during which further clarification will be provided by the Secretariat, I will introduce a draft resolution in which I will reflect those views. 

           "I hope I can count on your constructive and active support.  I do believe that given good political will,

     dedicated time and energy of concerned delegations, and a bit of luck, we will have a workable endorsed resolution  before Christmas.” 

           President Kavan’s introductory remarks are available in the Spokesman’s Office, and this morning over 60

     States were inscribed to speak.

             The First Committee holds a general debate and considers a draft resolution on the question of Antarctica today and the Special Political and Decolonization committee continues debate on questions relating to information.

             The Second Committee this afternoon takes action on draft resolutions on environment and sustainable

     development and starts discussion of implementation of the United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty 1997-2006.

             The Third Committee takes up human rights questions and the implementation of human rights instruments.

             The Sixth Committee discusses the report of the International Law Commission and the report of the Special Committee on the Charter and on strengthening the role of the Organization.

             And just a heads-up for Friday, 1 November, the Committee on Relations with the Host Country will meet in the Trusteeship Chamber.

           Question:  What did the Secretary-General say in his statement yesterday?

           Spokesman:  I don't have the text of his remarks.  I can get that for you.

                 Thank you.

· *** *

_______________________________________________________________________________________



W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S

*
Security Council seeks to send ‘strong and unanimous’ message to Iraq – President 


*
General Assembly begins discussion of Annan’s agenda for further UN reform

*
Security remains pressing concern in Afghanistan, UN envoy tells Council


*
UN war crimes prosecutor says countries must cooperate in arresting fugitives


*
Iraq: UN sanctions panel designates 6,000 humanitarian items for fast-track approval

*
UN panel reports violations of embargo against Liberia

*
DR of Congo: UN expert documents persisting human rights abuses 


*
Kosovo Serbs harmed their cause by not voting, UN envoy says

*
UN health agency recommends measures to extend life expectancy 

*
UNICEF calls for demobilization and reintegration of child soldiers

*
World Food Programme warns of unprecedented hunger in Uganda

*
UN food agency approves $66 million aid operation for Central America

*
Annan says Global efforts to combat climate change shifting into action

*
Businesses and investment crucial to cutting Africa’s poverty, Annan says

*
Scientific innovator wins top United Nations environment prize

* * * *

Iraq


30 October – The United Nations Security Council is working to send a “strong and unanimous” message to Baghdad regarding the return of UN weapons inspectors to Iraq following a nearly four-year absence, the President of the 15-member body said today.

Speaking to the press after closed-door consultations on a draft resolution presented by the United States and the United Kingdom, Ambassador Martin Belinga-Eboutou of Cameroon said the members had proposed “wording that will lead us to a consensual text.”

“The Council remains determined to achieve the disarmament of Iraq,” he stressed. “And for that, the Council wishes the prompt return of the inspectors.”

He added that the Council “wishes to give a mandate which is clear and precise to the inspectors.”

Asked about the lifting of sanctions against Iraq, Ambassador Belinga-Eboutou said the issue had been thoroughly discussed, with some suggesting that the draft resolution incorporate “positive aspects of reconsidering the sanctions in the case of full cooperation given by Iraq.”

* * *

UN reform


30 October – The United Nations General Assembly today began extensive discussions on a package of new proposals put forward by Secretary-General Kofi Annan to bolster his longstanding efforts to improving the workings of the world body.

Presenting his report on “Strengthening the United Nations: An Agenda for Further Change,” Mr. Annan told the Assembly that his key aim was to make the UN more useful by making it more effective and efficient. 

Toward that end, the Secretary-General is calling for a thorough review of the UN’s work programme to “make sure we are concentrating our efforts on what matters to you and to the peoples of the world.” The report also contains a number of proposals for improving performance in the areas of human rights and public information.


Concerning efforts to enhance the reports prepared by the UN Secretariat, he said that the issue went beyond reducing the number and length of documents to encompass strengthening their quality – “to permit a more comprehensive and holistic consideration of the complex, interconnected issues which we must grapple with.”

 
The Secretary-General also reviewed proposed changes to the Organization’s budget and planning system. “At the moment we have three different processes, covering different time scales, and there are three different oversight and review mechanisms,” he noted, calling this “unnecessarily complex and labour-intensive.”

In addition, Mr. Annan said he was establishing a high-level panel to take stock of the relationship between the UN and civil society. While much good has come of the growing intensity of this interaction in recent years, “some real challenges have come to the fore, and we can all sense that it may well be time to look closely at what is working well and what isn’t,” he said.


The Secretary-General called for prompt feedback from the General Assembly. “This report provides broad direction for the future,” he said. “What I need to know now is whether you agree with this broad direction.”


Responding to this call, the General Assembly President, Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic, hailed the report as “comprehensive, timely and extremely useful,” adding that the initial, informal response had been positive. He also pledged to commence negotiations shortly with all interested States towards the early adoption of a formal response. “I do believe that given good political will, dedicated time and energy of concerned delegations and a bit of luck we will have a workable endorsed resolution before Christmas,” he said.

* * *

Afghanistan


30 October – With sporadic fighting continuing across parts of Afghanistan, instability remains a priority concern in the country, Lakhdar Brahimi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, told the Security Council today.


The Government cannot yet address the underlying causes of insecurity, and instead can only function “like a fire-brigade… putting out local fires rather than preventing their occurrence,” he said at a formal Council meeting.

Faction leaders in the North – Generals Abdul Rashid Dostum and Atta Mohammad – have been brought together to control those of their commanders who have been responsible for recent incidents, he said, adding that similar efforts have been made to control fighting in the West and South East. 


“There will be no long-term solution to the security problems in Afghanistan unless and until a well-trained, well-quipped and regularly paid National Police and National Army are in place,” Mr. Brahimi warned. “The Government and people of Afghanistan need and ask for international support to provide security while the National Police and National Army are trained.”


The envoy blamed ongoing human rights violations in Afghanistan on “the weakness of the central Government, warlordism, persistent factional conflicts in some parts of the country and a very basic and dysfunctional justice system.” Abuses against Pashtuns, while abating somewhat, constitute a problem which threatens to have an adverse impact on the peace process, he added. Particular attention must also be paid to improving the human rights situation of Afghan women.


On the humanitarian front, Mr. Brahimi reported that the Government and the UN are working to put in place assistance needed to help some 2.2 vulnerable Afghans survive harsh winter conditions. Despite these efforts, “there are still gaps in needs for shelter, fuel, blankets and other items for which additional resources are urgently needed from donors,” he said.


Calling for sustained global attention to Afghanistan, Mr. Brahimi said the country’s people are looking “to the United Nations in general and to this Council in particular to continue to mobilize and organize [the] support of the international community for the peace process.”

* * *

Security Council: tribunals


30 October – Countries must extend better cooperation in the effort to arrest fugitives wanted by United Nations war crimes tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, the chief prosecutor of the courts has told the Security Council.

Carla del Ponte, the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), said she aimed to complete the prosecution work for both courts by the end of 2004. Towards that end, her staff has “drastically prioritized” investigative objectives, and further focused efforts on the main civilian, military and paramilitary leaders. 

“But one thing must be clear: we cannot be asked to complete soon our indictments and trials of top leaders and, at the same time, be told to be patient and not to rock the boat,” she stressed at a closed meeting of the Security Council on Tuesday. “Without timely arrests and timely access to the evidence, we cannot control the pace of our activities.”

Specifically on the ICTR, she told Council members that concerns persist regarding the arrest of fugitives, access to information, and securing the appearance in court of prosecution witnesses. Although several suspects have recently been brought before the court, she voiced concern that others remain at large, adding, “we have good reason to believe that some are receiving protection in various African countries.”

The Prosecutor also said she is “experiencing difficulties” in obtaining information from the Rwandan authorities on their armed forces. “I would urge the Council not to become distracted from the only issue at stake here: the obligation of Rwanda to cooperate with all lawful requests from the Tribunal, irrespective of the subject matter,” she said.

On the ICTY, she described in-depth investigative work currently under way. “Our jurisprudence is expanding at every turn, and we are beginning to see the Tribunal’s powerful effect on a group of significant individuals, who at last are prepared to recognize the persistence of the institution and its ability to bring perpetrators inevitably to justice,” she said.

At the same time, she cautioned that “the Council should make no mistake that obstacles and obstruction still confront us.” The most blatant example of this is the failure by domestic authorities to arrest fugitives, she said, citing several examples of lack of cooperation on the part of the Croatian and Yugoslav authorities.

Also addressing the Council’s closed meeting were ICTY President Judges Claude Jorda and ICTR President Navanethem Pillay.

In a separate closed meeting held yesterday, the Security Council heard from Judge Gilbert Guillaume, President of the International Court of Justice (ICJ), on the ICJ’s work over the past year.

* * *

Iraq: sanctions


30 October – The United Nations Security Council committee monitoring sanctions against Iraq has confirmed a list of relief items which can be approved for distribution in the country on an accelerated basis.

The Iraq sanctions panel, known as the 661 committee for the Security Council resolution which established it, approved a list of just under 6,000 humanitarian supply items on Monday.

Those goods can now be “fast-tracked” directly by the UN Office of the Iraq Programme without prior review either by the UN Monitoring Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) or the 661 committee. Certain contracts normally have to be reviewed by UNMOVIC and the IAEA to ensure that they contain no “dual-use” items which may have military applications.

The “fast-track” list includes all food items that are procured by the Government of Iraq for distribution in the monthly food basket, basic medicines, supplies and consumables. It also covers raw materials for the local production of medicine, furniture, paper, educational supplies, clothing, seeds, fertilizers and basic construction materials. 

* * *

Liberia

30 October – A panel of experts reporting to the United Nations Security Council has documented new violations of the arms embargo against Liberia, including the delivery of six cargo aircraft containing some 200 tons of weapons and ammunition supplies, according to a report released today at the UN.

The Panel of Experts, set up at the request of the Security Council, says the weapons, drawn mainly from old Yugoslav stocks, were supplied by a dealer in Belgrade. “To avoid detection of these arms and obtain clearance for the flights, a sophisticated trail of double documentation was set up,” the experts write.

According to the report, while the flight authorization and cargo manifests indicate that the arms were officially sent to Nigeria, flight requests were issued for the same aircraft to fly to Liberia, fraudulently indicating the cargo on board to be “mining drilling equipment” for a diamond mine in Monrovia.

The Panel obtained false end-user certificates from Nigeria used by a non-existent Nigerian company and a number of go-between companies and brokers to carry out illicit arms deals. 

In response, the experts call for the urgent establishment of a UN working group which would develop a standardized end-user certificate that would contain the licence number, name and contact information of brokers involved in arms-trading. Such end-user certificates should be submitted to all members of the Economic Community of West African States as a condition for granting waivers for the importation of arms into the region.

The report also shows that arms continue to reach the rebel Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) through Sierra Leone, Côte d’Ivoire and Guinea. The LURD was found to have mortar rounds that originally had been supplied by the United Arab Emirates to Guinea which the Guinean Defence Ministry claimed had been destroyed during a barracks fire.

* * *

DR of Congo

30 October – While the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has achieved some progress in the protection of human rights, serious abuses still persist in the war-torn country, according to a new report by the United Nations Special Rapporteur probing conditions in the DRC.

Positive developments cited in the report by Iulia Motoc include the suspension of the death penalty, the freeing of 300 child soldiers and the lifting of restrictions on political activities.

At the same time, she notes that the DRC’s Military Court, which continues to try civilians, is incompatible with human rights. The judicial system’s weakness, she adds, is “affecting the entrenchment of all human rights.”

Massive human rights violations are frequent in territories controlled by rebels, especially in the eastern part of the country, according to the report, which blames extrajudicial executions carried out by the Rassemblement congolais pour la démocratie/Goma (RCD-Goma) for the continued climate of terror in that part of the country.

The Special Rapporteur documents instances of sexual violence against women and children, reprisals against the civilian population and incitement to ethnic hatred, urging an end to these violations. 

The expert also calls on all parties to pursue the Inter-Congolese Dialogue, apply the provisions of all existing agreements, and fully cooperate with Mustapha Niasse, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy, who has been holding informal consultations on a transitional political arrangements for the country.

Parties to the DRC conflict are also called on to give their full support to international organizations on the ground, particularly the UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC) as it embarks on the demobilization, disarmament, repatriation, resettlement and reintegration process.

* * *

Kosovo


30 October – Kosovo’s Serbs “shot themselves in the foot” with their low turnout in last week’s municipal elections, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative to the province said today in Belgrade.

Following meetings with senior Yugoslav officials, Michael Steiner told reporters that the low Serb turnout “has diminished their capacity to take part in decision-making in Kosovo.” 

Based on that outcome, he said it made no sense to go forward with a meeting he had proposed for Kosovo’s political parties to discuss decentralization, but added “this does not mean that the philosophy of decentralization is off the table.” 

During his talks with Yugoslav President Vojislav Kostunica and other senior officials, Mr. Steiner briefed them on the current situation in Kosovo.  

* * *

2002 Report

30 October - Worldwide, life expectancy can be increased by 5 to10 years if governments and individuals make combined efforts against the prevailing major health risks, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) says in its latest annual report, issued today.

The World Health Report 2002 -- Preventing Risks, Promoting Healthy Life identifies major principal global threats of disease, disability and death, quantifying their actual impact from region to region and providing examples of cost-effective ways to reduce those risks, applicable even in poor countries.

“This report provides a road map for how societies can tackle a wide range of preventable conditions that are killing millions of people prematurely and robbing tens of millions of healthy life,” said WHO Director-General Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland.

From more than 25 major preventable risks selected for in-depth study, the report finds that the top 10 globally are: childhood and maternal underweight, unsafe sex, high blood pressure, tobacco, alcohol, unsafe water, sanitation and hygiene, high cholesterol, indoor smoke from solid fuels, iron deficiency and overweight/obesity. Together, they account for about 40 per cent of the 56 million deaths that occur worldwide annually.

An estimated 170 million children in poor countries are underweight, mainly from lack of food, while more than 1 billion adults worldwide – in middle income and high income countries alike – are overweight or obese. The report says about 500,000 people in North America and Western Europe die from overweight/obesity-related diseases every year.

 “The cost of inaction is serious,” WHO warns, predicting that unless action is taken, by the year 2020 there will be 9 million deaths caused by tobacco, while 5 million people will die due to obesity.

If all of these preventable risks could be addressed as WHO recommends, healthy life spans could increase as much as 16 plus years in parts of Africa, where life expectancy is low, just 37 years in Malawi for example. Even in the richer countries, such as those in Europe as well as the United States, Australia, New Zealand and Japan, healthy life spans could increase by about five years.

* * *

Child Soldiers

30 October – With up to one quarter of the world’s estimated 300,000 child soldiers serving in the East Asia and Pacific region, the Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today in Bangkok called for new and concerted efforts to demobilize and assist young conscripts.

Launching a new study on child soldiers, entitled Adult Wars, Child Soldiers: Voices of Children Involved in Armed Conflict in the East Asia and Pacific Region, UNICEF chief Carol Bellamy said that the use of young people by government and non-State armies should be recognized as “an illegal and morally reprehensible practice that has no place in civilized societies.”

Ms. Bellamy said the study clearly shows that thousands of children are still being recruited – often by force – into State and paramilitary forces in the region. “It is time for all parties to recognize this and to work together with UNICEF and other organizations that stand ready to help bring an end to this profound abuse of children’s rights,” she said. 

Based on interviews with 69 current and former child combatants from Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, Myanmar, Papua New Guinea and the Philippines, the study provides often moving first-hand accounts of their experiences.

The children and young people interviewed reported numerous abuses, including brutal training regimens, hard labour and severe punishments while serving in armed groups. Some said they had been forced to witness or commit atrocities, including rape and murder, while others spoke of seeing friends and family killed. 

Nearly all of the 69 children interviewed were given weapons and served in an armed group as combatants. Thirty of those interviewed provided details about the type of fighting they had been involved in, while 14 said they had fought in so many battles they could “not remember” the exact number.

“The voices of these children constitute a cry for help on behalf of all child soldiers, a cry that we cannot afford to ignore.” Ms. Bellamy said. “They provide compelling evidence on why children must not be allowed to become combatants and why every effort needs to be made to ensure that those still serving are demobilized and reintegrated into society.”

The study calls for the systematic demobilization of all child soldiers, provision of support for their reintegration, and efforts to provide appropriate psycho-social care for them. 

* * *

Uganda 

30 October – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today warned that unless donors came forward with urgent contributions, the victims of fighting in northern Uganda will soon face severe food shortages and unprecedented hunger.

WFP is seeking 18,000 tonnes of food for over half a million people, including many displaced persons or refugees fleeing the prevailing insecurity, until the end of the year. 


The sharp increase in fighting since June has caused almost daily raids on displacement camps and refugee settlements. According to WFP, the attacks usually involve a brutal mix of abductions, executions and the widespread destruction of property, leaving thousands of people homeless and destroying belongings and crops across the region. 

“People in Northern Uganda are already suffering horribly as a result of the fighting, and the destruction of their crops is having a terrible effect on their nutritional condition,” said Ken Davies, WFP’s Country Director for Uganda. “All the stocks from the previous harvest have been exhausted, and no additional food production is expected during the following year.”

WFP, which is the only humanitarian agency with access to camps and settlements beyond the two main towns in the region, does not have the necessary resources to continue providing all the urgently needed assistance. 

The agency says it has already been forced to reduce food rations being distributed in Gulu district by 30 per cent and warns that if the funding situation does not improve, further cuts are envisaged in other areas next month, resulting in complete lack of food security for the vulnerable people of the affected region.

* * *

Central America

30 October – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today announced the approval of a new $66-million relief operation to assist hundreds of thousands of Central Americans hard-hit by recent droughts and crop failures.

“Food insecurity triggered by recurring natural disasters has placed families in Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua in a crisis situation,” said Zoraida Mesa, WFP’s Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean. “This crisis situation continues to prevent the poorest families from escaping poverty and hunger.”

WFP, which currently assists more than 1.5 million people in Central America, has been responding recently to nutritional crises in Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador and Nicaragua with emergency programmes for acutely malnourished children and their families. The new funding would be used to serve an additional 690,000 vulnerable people in the region.

The agency must now raise the $66 million through States and private contributors. “We are hopeful that traditional donors, non-traditional donors and the general public will be generous in helping us improve the food security of the poorest Central Americans,” Ms. Mesa said.
* * *

Climate change


30 October – Global efforts to combat climate change are shifting towards realizing existing international goals, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a message to a key gathering in New Delhi on the leading treaty designed to address the weather phenomenon.

In his message to the Eighth Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, Mr. Annan said the gathering “marks a transition in which the focus is increasingly on implementation of what has been achieved.”

This effort encompasses many factors, including clear commitments by governments, mechanisms to ensure accountability, and the constructive use of partnerships between the public and private sectors, he added.

The Secretary-General called for concerted efforts to reach the goals of the Framework Convention on Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol, which contains binding targets on the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. The quest for sustainable development, he said, is essential “if we are to make a long overdue investment in the survival and security of future generations.”

The Secretary-General’s message was delivered by Nitin Desai, the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs.

* * *

International Chamber of Commerce


30 October – Businesses can play a critical role in fostering development in Africa and helping countries of the continent to become fully integrated into the global economy, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

In a message to the Regional Meeting of the International Chamber of Commerce, held in Yaoundé, Cameroon, Mr. Annan called on participants to consider “how to liberate the entrepreneurial energies of Africa’s people, and how to promote foreign investment in African countries, and in particular the least developed among them.”

Governments, which play an important role in providing an enabling environment for sustainable business activities, cannot succeed alone, he said. “All too often, countries that are both small and poor find themselves bypassed by investors even if they are adopting the right policies.”

Calling for fresh efforts to overcome this dilemma, he pointed out that the New Agenda for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and the UN Global Compact initiative which he initiated could serve this effort.

“At a time when more than 1 billion people are denied the very minimum requirements of human dignity, business cannot afford to be seen as the problem,” he cautioned. “Rather, it must work with governments and all other actors in society to mobilize global science, technology and knowledge to tackle the interlocking crises of hunger, disease, environmental degradation and conflict that are holding back the developing world.”


The message was delivered by Anwarul K. Chowdhury, the UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States.


Meanwhile, Swiss executives were introduced to the Global Compact initiative at a meeting in Geneva which opened yesterday. The gathering, which attracted some 400 participants, was convened to make Swiss companies aware of the advantages to be derived from partnership with the Global Compact, which aims to combat poverty by promoting a healthier and more equitable world economy.

* * *

UNEP

30 October – Dr. Ashok Khosla, widely viewed as one of the world’s great environmental thinkers and innovators, has won this year’s United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Sasakawa Environment Prize, the agency announced today.

The Prize, worth $200,000, was awarded to Dr. Khosla for his work in demonstrating the value of sustainable development through the teaching and fostering of environmentally friendly and commercially viable technologies. These range from village power plants which use agricultural wastes as fuel to mini-factories that recycle paper to local enterprises that make low-cost roofing tiles.

Much of his recent work has been achieved through Development Alternatives, a group of organizations headquartered in New Delhi which he founded in 1983 to help bring people and nature directly into the design and implementation of India’s development strategies.

“This award is really for the work of the many, many partners and collaborators with whom I have been privileged to work over the last 40 years,” said Dr. Khosla.  “It is a wonderful, if unexpected, tribute to their efforts at the desk, in the laboratory and out in the field, courageously experimenting with ideas and action that were mostly unfashionable and often directly opposed to conventional development thinking.”

The Chairman of the Selection Committee, Lord Clinton-Davis, praised Dr. Khosla as a “tireless defender of the environment” whose work has had “a large ripple effect, not only in India but around the world.”

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the winner had been able to make a unique contribution thanks to his focus on the root causes of environmental problems through the organizations he created. “These have offered pragmatic, sensible and life-changing solutions to the burning issues we face: namely, how to achieve economic development that respects people and the environment,” Mr. Toepfer said. “One of his great achievements has been to bring government institutions on board, creating partnerships that last and rural programmes that endure.”

The Sasakawa Environment Prize will be formally presented to Dr. Khosla at the American Folk Art Museum in New York on 19 November.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Prize" ��Xinhua - Ashok Khosla wins UNEP's Environment Prize


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Action" ��AFP - UN leaders call for urgent action as climate meeting kicks off� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "USA" ��ENS - USA Holds back Agreement on Global Warming


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Canadian" ��Reuters - Canadian PM wants to ratify Kyoto by end December�


� HYPERLINK  \l "India" ��BBC - India rejects climate change pressure�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Gases" ��AFP - Indian PM rejects call to cut greenhouse gases


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Indien" ��PANA - Le Premier ministre indien réfute les accusations de pollution�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Fires" ��Jakarta Post - UN climate conference skips forest fires�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Corals" ��ENS - New wave of bleach hits coral reefs worldwide�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��PANA - UNEP says African conflicts disrupt environmental conservation


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Summit" ��PANA - International summit tackles destruction of mountain environments�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mountains" ��ENN - Policy makers, experts gather to discuss vulnerability of mountains�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Threat" ��Belfast News Letter  - Mountains threat


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Cloud" ��Financial Express - UNEP's Asian Brown Cloud report inconclusive - Govt.�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ivory" ��Reuters - Africa's Ivory War to dominate CITES meeting


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Kenya" ��Reuters - Kenya battles to keep ivory ban and save elephants�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ecotourism" ��PANA - Uganda's ecotourism project presented at Mountains Sum�mit
































Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
19

