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 UN OFFICIALS URGE CHINA TO ADOPT SUSTAINABLE INDUSTRIALIZATION

      Beijing, 30 October: United Nations officials called for China to adopt a sustainable industrialization mode      here Thursday (30 October), and Chinese officials agreed sustainable development was necessary for China      "to build a well-off society".      "China's performance in sustainable industrialization will not only determine the well being of its own people,      but will have consequences for the whole planet," Executive Director of United Nations Environment      Programme Klaus Topfer said at the second annual meeting of the third China Council for International      Cooperation on Environment and Development (CCICED), the Chinese government's senior advisory body on      environment and development strategy.      "China will shift to a sustainable industrialization mode which features technology, cost-effectiveness, low      resource consumption, low pollution and good use of labour force," said Xie Zhenhua, director of China's      State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA).      Xie said a well-off society consists of economic development, political improvement, social stability and      environmental precaution. Facing a degrading environment and drained resources accompanying a racing      economy, China is making strides for change.      Last year, China published laws and regulations regarding cleaner production, environmental impact   assessment and radioactive pollution prevention. Emission fees also began to be levied by aggregate amount      and environmental legislation, more forcefully enforced, has shut down companies that conducted illegal  emissions.      Meanwhile, around the country are springing up model provinces, cities and industrial parks for sustainable   development and environmentally-friendly businesses, schools and communities.      China's improvement is a great contribution to the global community, said Borge Brende, chairman of the UN      Council for Sustainable Development.      At the three-day conference which opened Thursday, the attendees offered various suggestions to the      Chinese government.      Brende suggested China pay special attention to its water pollution, saying "this is the problem which worries      me most".      Topfer recommended the Chinese government adopt cleaner production processes and link the industrial      development with poverty eradication. Besides, the market mechanism should be widely used and      environmental laws and regulations should be vigorously enforced.      "China is entering a critical period of development. An incorrect growth strategy will lead to irretrievable      damage to the environment. I'm happy to see the Chinese government, with the strong support of SEPA, is      keenly aware of environmental challenges and making the right decision." said Paul Thibault, president of the      Canadian International Development Agency and executive vice-chairman of CCICED.      Source: Xinhua news agency, Beijing, in English 1520 gmt 30 Oct 03

_______________________________________________________________________________________

The Hindu

October 31, 2003

UNEP COMMENDS MINISTRY'S NOTIFICATION

      A recent Union Environment Ministry notification making environmental impact assessment (EIA) mandatory   for town planning and development projects has received commendation from the United Nations      Environment Programme (UNEP).In a communication to the Union Minister for Environment and Forests,      T.R. Baalu, the Coordinator - Head Regional Seas of the UNEP's Global Programme of Action for the      Protection of Marine Environment from Land Based Activities (GPA), based at The Hague, Veerle      Vandeweerd, said the GPA had received information about the notification dated October 27, pertaining to      bringing town planning under the provisions of the Environment Protection Act.       The proposed requirement of EIA for adequate town planning was a major step forward, as the UNEP      considered EIA as a valuable instrument to further minimise and prevent the deterioration of rivers, coastal      areas and other water bodies receiving domestic and industrial waste water discharges. Such instruments   also contributed to combating water borne diseases. "The UNEP congratulates you for this important      initiative," said the communication.Dr. Vandeweerd said the body understood that the National Programme of      Action for protecting the marine environment from land-based activities would soon be launched and "we      look forward to hearing more from you concerning this important initiative".      He noted that the UNEP recently organised, in cooperation with the South Asian Cooperative Environment      Programme (SACEP), a regional meeting to discuss the implementation of the GPA in the South Asia Seas      region. As a follow-up, the UNEP/GPA coordination office was supporting several pilot projects to      demonstrate best management practices in addressing the land-based sources of marine pollution.      The UNEP/GPA, in cooperation with the governments in the south Asian region, was preparing the      establishment of a regional forum on municipal wastewater management, to exchange experiences and      expertise among regional governments.

__________________________________________________ _______________________________________

The Press Trust of India

October 28, 2003 Tuesday

UN-ENVIRONMENT

      BODY:

      Chinese minister, Brazilian activist get top UN environ award

A Chinese Government minister and the founder  of a Brazilian wildlife protection group have won the top award of the United Nations Environment Programme  (UNEP), the agency announced Monday.

      The 200,000 dollar Sasakawa Environmental Prize will be shared by Xie Zhenhua, Executive Vice-Chair of the  China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Minister of State for the Environmental

      Protection, and Dener Jose Giovanini of Brazil, founder of the National Network for Combating Wild Animal

      Trafficking. 

      UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan will present the award on November 19.

      A UNEP press statement said Xie "has worked tirelessly to steer the world's most populous country and

      fastest growing economy on an environmentally friendly path."

      Giovanini, UNEP said, founded a group "whose innovative approach to curbing illegal wildlife trafficking has

      become a model not only in Latin America but also for the rest of the developing world."

      UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, "Both individuals have demonstrated, one at the governmental

      and the other at the grassroots level, how the complex and apparently insoluble problems facing the world

      can be tackled.

      "Both have shown vision, patience, pragmatism and an understanding of the need to engage and encourage

      numerous actors and partners if sustainable development is to be realised," Toepfer said.

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Earth Day Online

Two Environmentalists Win UNEP Award

Two dedicated environmentalists -- one from China, one from Brazil -- will share the Sasakawa Prize, which is awarded every year by the United Nations Environment Programme.  Xie Zhenhua, vice chair of the China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Development, has spent more than 20 years promoting environmental protection and sustainable economic growth.  Brazil's Dener Jose Giovanini is founder of the National Network for Combating Animal Trafficking, which seeks to stem the illegal trade in Brazilian wildlife by offering support and alternatives for potential poachers. 

The two winners will split the $200,000 prize, to be presented next month by U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan.SASAKAWA IT TO 'EM

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Empire Online

Flushing Nemo

01/10/2003

A nationwide drive is currently underway to stem the tide of fish murders expected to take place after the release of Finding Nemo on Friday. The film, in which kidnapped clown fish Nemo makes a leap for freedom down a nearby convenience, provoked a tide of fish fatalities as enterprising American children were inspired to 'liberate' their pets by flushing them to oblivion. 

The UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre is urging fish lovers to keep their scaly friends in their bowls lest they meet a watery doom at the local sewage treatment plant. "Finding Nemo is a very engaging film, and parents who already have aquariums need to explain to their children that the fish will not survive if they are flushed," says Paul Holthus, president of the Marine Aquarium Council. "We also urge parents whose children are inspired by the film to start a saltwater tank, to think carefully before buying tropical marine fish for their children." 

Sales of Clown fish and similar tropical fish rose by 20 per cent after the film opened in the US. The film's theme that keeping such fish in an aquarium instead of the ocean is unpleasant was clearly lost on them, but those who did get the message condemned their fish to an even worse fate as the saltwater-dwellers, which require specialist care and constant temperatures, were introduced to the foetid, swirling vortex of the US sewage system. 

So if you love the film, think twice before buying a tank of brightly-coloured, aquatic inmates for your nippers to poke at. You'd be well advised to keep an eye on existing pets as well, lest they too become unduly acquainted with the particular brand of freedom that waits on the other side of the U-bend. __________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Government to champion environment at EU

  LONDON - Britain will take the vanguard in tackling greenhouse gas emissions and promoting sustainable development

  which is crucial to world peace, Environment Minister Margaret Beckett says. 

  She said Britain would use its presidencies in 2005 of the European Union and the Group of Eight industrialised nations as

  the platform for its big push on the environment. 

  "First and foremost, our priority must be international action on tackling climate change," she told the 500 delegates at the

  Environment 2003 meeting in west London. 

  "If we do not reverse current trends in global warming emissions, 90 million more people are likely to be affected by

  flooding alone every year by the end of this century, mostly in developing countries," she added. 

  Beckett said Britain and other nations were trying to persuade Russia to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on climate change as

  developing countries were showing signs of impatience. 

  The Kyoto Protocol needs Russian ratification to come into force now that the United States has pulled out of the pact

  which aims to limit emissions of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide, blamed for global warming. 

  Beckett said natural justice demanded that environmental plundering had to cease because it hit the poor the hardest. 

  "Sustainable development is essential to long term peace and security. The idea that a rich world and a poor world can

  co-exist without dramatic implications is untenable," she said. 

  "We must with equal vigour address the underlying causes of conflict and instability - poverty and environmental

  degradation." 

  Beckett said 1.1 billion people worldwide had no safe drinking water and 2.4 billion had no sanitation. Land was being lost

  to erosion and pollution at an alarming rate, the seas were being poisoned and chronically overfished. 

  "We need to do far more to meet these challenges - to make development sustainable," she said. 

  Tony Juniper, director of global environment pressure group Friends of the Earth, said the challenges were vast, and lack

  of action unthinkable. 

  "We expect that in the next decades we will experience a scale of species loss not seen since the era of the dinosaurs," he

  told the meeting. __________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

US global warming bill rejected 

     The US Senate has rejected efforts to curb carbon dioxide emissions from industrial power plants. 

     Senators voted 55-43 against the bill, which would have required power stations and factories to reduce their emissions to 2000 levels by 2010. 

     Many scientists have identified greenhouse gas emissions as a major source of global warming. 

     The measure was opposed by the Bush administration, which said it would seriously damage the US economy. 

     The bill was co-sponsored by Republican John McCain and Democrat Joe Lieberman. 

     Ice loss 

     Senator McCain told the Senate that it was "a very minimal proposal" that should be the first step. 

     "We have to start somewhere," he said, showing photographs taken from outer space that depict a melting Arctic ice cap. 

     "We will be back, because these pictures will continue to get worse and won't improve until we begin to address this issue." 

     However, opponents of the bill backed the White House view that it would  increase household energy bills and hamper job creation. 

     President George W Bush provoked widespread international criticism in 2001  by rejecting the Kyoto protocol on tackling climate change, which would also  have committed the US to cutting greenhouse gas emissions. 

     In its place, Mr Bush has proposed a voluntary plan for curbing the gases. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Senate Not Ready to Act on Global Warming 

                      By J.R. Pegg

                      WASHINGTON, DC, October 30, 2003 (ENS) - The Senate today rejected a  bipartisan bill that would require some sectors of the U.S. economy to enact  mandatory reductions of greenhouse gas emissions. The defeat of the legislation was expected, but supporters believe the vote is a watershed  moment in the U.S. debate over the issue of global warming. 

                      "We have to start somewhere," said Senator John McCain, an Arizona  Republican and cosponsor of the bill. "This debate has been important and  we will be back." 

                      In its first action on the contentious issue in six years, the Senate defeated the   proposal by McCain and Senator Joe Lieberman, a Connecticut Democrat, by  a vote of 55 to 43. 

                      Eight Democrats joined 47 Republicans to reject the bill; four Republicans and  the Senate's lone Independent voted with 38 Democrats in favor of the legislation. 

                      The bill would have set a nationwide cap on industrial emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) and reduce those emissions down to 2000 levels by 2010  through an emissions trading system. 

The legislation did not address the C02   emissions of the nation's automobiles,  which represent some 20 percent of the U.S.  total. 

                      Supporters called it a modest - but significant - step forward in American  responsibility for global warming. 

                      "It is clear that piecemeal, voluntary approaches have failed to reduce the  total amount of greenhouse gas emissions in the United States," said Hawaii  Senator Daniel Akaka, a Democrat. "Now is the time to send a strong message  that the U.S. is serious about the impacts of climate change." 

                      The United States is responsible for more than 25 percent of global  greenhouse gas emissions. 

                      U.S. emissions have increased 14 percent from 1990 to 2000 and are expected  to increase another 12 percent by 2012. 

                      McCain told colleagues that the "overwhelming body of scientific opinion in America and the world believes that human activity is causing climate change in the world." 

                      Many scientists believe that if manmade greenhouse  gas emissions are left unchecked, the climate will  warm and thus cause rising sea levels, the melting of   the polar icecaps, erratic and severe weather patterns,                      and a host of other environmental problems that could have far reaching impacts. 

                      "We need to stop putting our heads in the sand and saying global warming is  not a problem," said Senator Bill Nelson, a Florida Democrat. 

                      But several Republican lawmakers challenged the validity of the science  behind global warming. 

                      "The science is not sound behind the myth, the hoax of global warming," said  Senator James Inhofe, an Oklahoma Republican. 

                      CO2 is not a pollutant and "it does not hurt our health," said Senator Jeff  Sessions, an Alabama Republican. 

                      The greenhouse gas is "something that helps us and something that would be  to the benefit to have more of," said Inhofe. 

                      The divisions over the science behind global warming clearly irked supporters of the bill. 

                      "This has been a disappointing debate," said Lieberman, a presidential candidate. "I wish we could agree on reality and then argue about what to do  about it." 

                      Critics said adopting mandatory C02 emission reductions will harm the U.S. economy would jeopardize the U.S. economy by increasing electricity costs  and by giving an advantage to developing nations that have not committed to   similar emissions reductions. 

 "I strongly believe this  bill will cripple our     economy, cripple our  communities, and  financially cripple many                                                          of our struggling  families," said Senator  Kit Bond, a Missouri Republican. 

                      Inhofe, who said scores of labor and union groups opposed the McCain Lieberman plan, labeled the legislation a "jobs bill" for China, India and other  developing countries. 

                      The issue of global warming is one that the United States should not be  expected to take on without commitments from other nations, added Senator Chuck Hagel, a Nebraska Republican. 

                      "The United States alone can not improve the Earth's climate," Hagel said. 

                      But supporters of the legislation countered that the measure would ultimately  help the U.S. economy without undue cost and noted that many large U.S. corporations have already adopted strategies to reduce emissions. 

                      A study by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology estimated that the  costs of the plan at between $10 and $20 per household in 2010 and predicted  that it would not raise coal or natural gas prices. 

                      The bill would encourage American firms to develop new energy  technologies, Lieberman said, a market that some estimate will reach $10  trillion to $20 trillion a year in global spending over the next two decades. 

                      "What bothers me is this idea that somehow America - the most innovative, creative nation the world has ever seen - cannot cope with this problem," said  Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton, a New York Democrat. "This defeatism, this   pessimism, this fatalism that I hear from the opponents is fundamentally un                      American." 

                      "We have a problem," Clinton said. "We should get about the business of addressing the problem." 

                      Democrats took aim at the Bush administration, which has repeatedly questioned the science behind global warming and is loathe to enact  mandatory greenhouse gas emissions reductions. 

The administration withdrew U.S.  support for the Kyoto Protocol and has  called for more study of climate change. 

                      Domestically the White House has  pushed forward with a voluntary  program to cut the nation's greenhouse gas intensity - the ratio of emissions to  economic output - by 18 percent. 

                      Critics believe this approach will do little  to reduce emissions and note that this  ratio would fall by more than 14 percent  over the next decade regardless of the administration's plan. 

                      President George W. Bush is taking "an utterly irresponsible approach to  global warming," said Senator Patty Murray, a Washington Democrat. 

                      The United States is in the best position to lead a global effort to combat  global warming, added Senator Robert Byrd, a West Virginia Democrat, but  the President has "abandoned international negotiations." 

                      Byrd voted against the bill due to concerns that developing nations are not  bound to similar reductions, but took aim at those who question the science  behind global warming. 

                      "I have been here a long time and I do not need any scientific evidence," the  88 year old Senator said. "I believe that the problem is real and that it demands  action." 

                      Environmentalists hailed the symbolic victory in the vote and noted that  unlike the federal government, many U.S. states, local governments, investment groups and corporations are acting to combat global warming. 

                      Last week, a dozen states, two cities and more than a dozen environmental  groups filed suit in federal court challenging the administration's decision not  to regulate emissions of greenhouse gases as pollutants under the Clean Air  Act. 

                      "The bipartisan support for the McCain Lieberman approach is a clear rebuke  of the Bush administration's stand against mandatory limits on CO2 emissions," said Katherine Silverthorne, director of the U.S. climate change  program at the World Wildlife Fund. "It shows that reason is gaining ground  against rhetoric." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Wildlife Filmmaker Guilty of Animal Smuggling 

  SYDNEY - British wildlife filmmaker Michael Linley pleaded guilty in an Australian court yesterday to some 30 charges of  trying to smuggle almost 200 protected animals out of Australia, a court official said. 

  Linley was caught with 187 frogs, lizards and 26 eggs in his luggage during an x-ray examination at Perth International  Airport on October 20, local media reported. 

  "He pleaded guilty on charges that he took protected fauna without authority," said a Perth Magistrates Court official. 

  Local media reported that court prosecutors said the animals Linley tried to smuggle included three cockroaches, marbled  geckos, clicking froglets, squelching froglets, desert tree frogs, western bearded dragons, skinks and snakes. 

  Linley has been released on bail until he is sentenced in December. The offences each carry a maximum jail term of 10  years. The animals have been returned to the wild. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

31st October 2003
General Environmental news

FAO pledges to back Congo Basin conservation drive 

Brazzaville, Congo (PANA) - The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) has pledged support for efforts to conserve the Congo Basin under the Yaounde Process initiated by leaders of the Central Africa region. Under the process, Central African leaders have committed their countries to ensuring a concerted and sustainable management of the sub-regional natural resources, in the interest of present and future generations. FAO representative in Congo, Amadou Ouattara, made the pledge Wednesday at the first Congolese workshop on bush meat hunting and the preparation of a national strategy to manage the practice, which has reached crisis proportion. Ouattara said uncontrolled bush meat hunting poses "serious threats to certain animal species and the rural populations dependent on it." He hailed the initiative to stage workshops in the Congo Basin countries to evaluate the situation and determine realistic and efficient measures to conserve of basin's biodiversity. Marcellin Agnagna, regional co-ordinator of the Bush Meat Programme in Central Africa, said the Brazzaville workshop would devise a plan of action due to culminate into micro-projects in the region. Other themes of the Brazzaville workshop include international cooperation in the management of bush meat trade as well as the role of cross-border protected areas in efforts to sort out the bush meat crisis in the sub-region. Experts from Congo, Gabon, Cameroon, Central African Republic and Equatorial Guinea are attending the Brazzaville forum.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng018563&dte=30/10/2003
Desertification looms over East, Southern Africa, says official 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Eastern and Southern Africa will suffer the full effect of desertification in the next decade if governments fail to formulate policies against environmental degradation, Kenya Wildlife Services (KWS) director, Dr. Evans Mukolwe, has warned. Mukolwe told an environmental management forum at the Kenyan rift-valley town of Naivasha, 85 km west of here, Thursday that productive wetland habitats in the region were degraded through improper human activities, pollution, land reclamation and forest cover destruction. The official added that challenges facing environmental conservation efforts by African states had been compounded by financial limitations and poor public education and awareness. Mukolwe, in a speech at the end of the 3rd Eastern African Environmental Conservation and Management Course, observed that encroachment on water catchment areas had increased water crisis, following shrinkage and disappearance of water bodies and major lakes in the region. He said ecological imbalance triggered by poor environmental conservation efforts also posed a serious threat to flora and fauna on the continent which, he projected, could adversely affect the tourism sector. The six-week course drew participants from Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Sudan, Cameroon and the Netherlands.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng018607&dte=30/10/2003
Meteorologists warn of start of cyclone season 

Port-Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - Meteorological services here have warned that the 2003/2004 cyclone season, which coincides with summer (November-April) in the Indian Ocean would be very active this time around with about a dozen storms. A meteorologist at Vacoas, 30 km south of Port Louis said the storms and cyclones would likely develop at longitude 70 West, closer to the Mascareignes. "However, it is impossible to know in advance, the number of storms or cyclones that will pass near Mauritius or Rodrigues," he conceded, adding that the next summer would be hotter than normal, and very humid "especially in January and February."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng018677&dte=30/10/2003
Minister tackles environmentalists over dam in Mozambique 

Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - Mozambique's Mineral Resources and Energy Minister Castigo Langa, Thursday accused some activists in the country of "turning environmental matters into dogma and ignoring development," national news agency, AIM reported. Reacting to the lobby group opposed to the building of a new dam on the Zambezi, at Mepanda Ncua, some 70-km near another dam at Cahora Bassa, Langa accused the environmentalists of enjoying the benefits of electricity in their own homes, but want to deny others the same facility. The environmentalists have slammed the Mepanda Ncua dam as unnecessary and potentially damaging. Environmental NGO Livaningo claimed the project would not benefit the needy, while Carlos Bento, an ecologist said the dam would exacerbate the damage already caused to the Zambezi Valley ecosystem by Cahora Bassa. But Langa recalled an unsuccessful campaign waged against in the far south of the country. "These complaints didn't come from the inhabitants of Ponta de Ouro. They came from people in Maputo who live in houses with air conditioners and water heaters," he charged. The Minister stressed that an environmental impact assessment of Mepanda Ncua found that damage from the dam would be "negligible."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng018617&dte=30/10/2003
Climate 'Could Endanger Future of Province's Aquifer'

Cape Argus (Cape Town): Global climate change has put a big question mark over the future of the Western Cape's biggest and least exploited underground water source - the Table Mountain Group aquifer. The aquifer is one of the largest in the world and will almost certainly be used to supply Cape Town in the future. But there is huge uncertainty about the impact of global climate change on the recharging of the aquifer, as one of the regional predictions of climate change is less rainfall. Now, the Water Research Commission has started a research programme to investigate in detail the Table Mountain Group aquifer and its relationship with sensitive surface ecosystems like rivers and wetlands. Part of this research is the setting up of a monitoring framework, which was explained by Kornelius Riemann at this week's national symposium, "Global Change and Regional Sustainability in South Africa". Riemann pointed out that the aquifer, which occurs from around Clanwilliam in the north all the way through to the boundary with the Eastern Cape in the east, was one of the biggest in the world. The City of Cape Town aimed to augment its bulk water supply with groundwater, like that from the aquifer. However, climate change predictions for the Western Cape could result in less groundwater recharge, in turn making less groundwater available on a sustainable basis.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200310300827.html
Project Clean-Up-Lagos' for Launch

This Day (Lagos): All is now set for the formal take-off of Project Clean Up Lagos and the State's KAI Brigade on Monday next week. This was made known at a joint press conference yesterday by the Commissioners for Information and Strategy and his Environment counterpart at Government House Alausa. Alake stated that about 9,000 tonnes of refuse are generated daily in Lagos and failure to clear this can assault the sight. He restated the government's determination to recreate the environment to ensure a sound, clean and healthy living environment for the people. He regretted that initial gains recorded were lost because people relapse to untidy habits. He promised that government was re-invigorating the Clean Up Lagos campaign because of the need to provide a healthy living for the people. He stated that government would rely on persuasion and enlightenment with a view to re-orientating the people to inculcate clean habits and help protect the environment.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200310300879.html
Help Resolve Row on Genetically Modified Foods, Don Urges Scientists

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Kenyan scientists have been asked to help resolve the controversy surrounding genetically modified (GM) foods. Egerton University Vice Chancellor, Prof. Ezra Maritim, told the experts to advise the Government on the benefits and dangers of using GM foods. Maritim said Africa had been caught up in a debate that was going on elsewhere, with very little input from local scientists. The continent, he said, was waiting for the truth on the "seemingly wonder crops" so as to make informed choices. "The use of genetic modification in agricultural breeding has accelerated in recent years," Maritim told a workshop on GM products at Njoro campus in Nakuru. Advocates of the technology maintain that it was invaluable in finding new ways of providing for a constantly growing population. The don said there was need to clear the air on the safety of deriving pharmaceuticals and vaccines from transgenic plants. "Opponents talk of the danger posed to the consumers as well as the environment," he said. Others point at the unacceptability of transgenic procedures, which they see as a challenge to the integrity of nature, he said. "Yet others see biotechnology as an intrusion into what they deem are exclusively divine prerogatives, making the whole debate very controversial". The don, therefore, urged scientists to be cautious and advise their Governments appropriately.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200310300108.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –30 October 2003

Noticias de la Amazonia

PERUVIAN FIRST LADY´S DECLARATIONS ARE A POLITICAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE STRUGGLE AGAINST BIO-PIRACY, PERUVIAN RESEARCHER DECLARES  
[image: image1.png]


 

 

 

The recent declarations of the Peruvian First Lady, Eliane Karp de Toledo, regarding bio-piracy were qualified as an important political contribution to the struggle against bio-piracy by researcher Luis Campos Baca, of the Institute of Investigations of the Peruvian Amazon. Karp de Toledo, during her recent visit to Thailand, joining her husband to the Management Meeting of the Forum of Cooperation Asia Pacific (Apec), claimed the international recognition of the contributions of the alternative medicine and of the ancestral knowledge of the indigenous communities.   

 

According to COAM’s (Amazon Cooperation) report based on the contributions provided by the COICA, Coordinator of the Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon Basin, and of RAFI, Rural Advancement Foundation International, "the prospecting of the biodiversity in the Amazon is the exploration, extraction and selection of the biological diversity and of the indigenous knowledge in search of genetic and biochemical resources of commercial value. Increasingly, pharmaceutical corporations and biotechnology companies are threatening the forests in what we describe as a new chapter from the assault to the Amazon and its resources."  

 

Karp de Toledo, in Thailand, declared that "it is important to know that good part of the humanity's achievements has been obtained thanks to the research that once the Peruvian and Thai towns made. I find fair that some of the economic earnings are for these countries". The First Lady also highlighted the importance for the world’s medicine that the Amazon and Andean tradition have for its knowledge of products (biological and chemical principles) as the uña de gato and the maca.   

 

For the biologist researcher of the Institute of Investigations of the Amazon, and former congress member, Luis Campos Baca, the First Lady’s declarations are the necessary political support to the Peruvian scientific community and the indigenous people of the Amazon that claim the State a stronger position before the bio-piracy. In Loreto, researcher Campos Baca said, we have achieved the participation of the congress members to define a position in before this problem.

 

www.ips.org
ECUADOR:
First Round of Indians v. ChevronTexaco in Court 

Kintto Lucas 


NUEVA LOJA, Ecuador, Oct 30 (IPS) - Indigenous communities and the U.S. oil company ChevronTexaco are facing off in a court in this Ecuadorian city in a lawsuit for alleged contamination in the northeastern provinces of Sucumbíos and Orellana. 

After making its way through U.S. courts for a decade, the lawsuit filed by a group of Ecuadorian indigenous people and peasants was remitted last year to the Superior Court of Justice in the northern Ecuadorian town of Nueva Loja, near the Colombian border. 

On May 7, the president of the court, Judge Alberto Guerra, announced that the court would hear the case. A few days later the parties met in a hearing, but failed to reach an agreement for settling out of court. 

On Oct. 21, the Nueva Loja court began to hear testimony and evidence from the plaintiffs in the case against the California-based ChevronTexaco. Wednesday was their last day to present evidence. 

The plaintiffs complain that crude oil and wastewater was dumped in Ecuador's northeastern Amazon jungle region by Texaco from 1967 to 1990. Texaco merged with Chevron in 2001. 

ChevronTexaco is to submit its evidence next week. 

The 88 plaintiffs, representing 30,000 peasants and indigenous people, are demanding one billion dollars in compensation and the clean-up of 600 open pits containing wastewater. 

Ricardo Reis Viega, attorney for ChevronTexaco, asked the judge to dismiss the case, saying, ''The plaintiffs have failed to present any credible, substantiated evidence to support their claims against ChevronTexaco.'' 

In 1998, after paying for an environmental clean-up effort that cost 40 million dollars, Texaco and its subsidiaries were released from ''all liabilities and obligations related to oil operations,'' said Reis Viega. 

Given that the Ecuadorian government authorised the release, any claims should be made against Quito, not ChevronTexaco, he said. 

Judge Guerra rejected the dismissal request. 

According to the lawsuit, the oil company employed methods that at the time had been discontinued or prohibited in other countries due to their harmful effects on the environment and human health. 

These practices caused environmental damage, endangered the health of the inhabitants and produced harm to property, says the complaint. 

The lawsuit recognises that Texaco made a clean-up effort, but states that it was incomplete and improperly carried out. 

On a visit to three of the dumpsites in the area stipulated in the case, IPS found that the pits remain uncovered and are filled with wastewater. 

The plaintiffs say that Texaco ignored standard industry practices, such as reinjecting the wastewater deep underground, and instead dumped it into open pits, from which it leaked into nearby rivers and streams. 

''That is why we are fighting. We only want justice. They must clean up the crude and repair all the harm caused,'' said Alfonso Ureña, who lives near one of the pits. 

The risk of cancer is three times greater in areas near the Texaco oil production sites than in other parts of the country, according to a 1999-2001 study conducted by a team led by physicians Miguel San Sebastián and Anna-Karin Hurtig, with the Manuel Amunarriz Epidemiology and Community Health Institute in Coca, capital of Orellana province. 

The study ''confirms and expands on the results of a 1999 report which found a high rate of cancer among indigenous communities inhabiting areas near oil production sites in the provinces of Orellana and Sucumbíos, where Texaco was operating,'' said San Sebastián. 

The study, which had the support of the Roman Catholic Vicariate of Aguarico and the international organisation Medicus Mundi, was conducted in the Ecuadorian Amazon provinces of Sucumbíos, Orellana, Napo and Pastaza, which are home to around 280,000 Indians and peasant farmers. 

Among the findings were that the risk of cancer of the larynx was 30 times higher in oil-producing zones than in other parts of the country, while the risk was 18 times higher in the case of cancer of the digestive tract, 15 times higher with respect to liver and skin cancer, and five times higher for stomach cancer. 

The researchers studied river water samples, the carcinogenic effects of the components of petroleum, and the affected populations, and created statistical charts showing the growth of the cancer rate in comparison to the increase in oil industry activity in the area over the past 30 years. 

San Sebastián attributed the higher incidence of malignant tumours to the high level of contamination with toxic substances found in the area under study in the past two decades. He also warned of the threats posed by continued oil production activities without measures to protect the environment. 

After 1990, the state-run Petroecuador and 10 foreign companies took over oil production in Ecuador's Amazon region. 

The study by the Coco-based epidemiology institute found that ''the level of petroleum in the rivers that local residents use daily is 200 to 300 times higher than the acceptable limits established for human consumption.'' 

''Crude oil is a mixture of chemicals, many of which are carcinogenic, which means that if you are constantly exposed to them, you run a much higher risk of contracting cancer,'' said Hurtig, co-author of the study. 

But a ChevronTexaco spokesperson said in a written statement to IPS that ''No credible evidence has been presented to demonstrate a link between the oil producing operations of the consortium and any alleged health issues. The produced water was managed in a manner consistent with internationally accepted standards of the time.'' 

Peasant farmer Alejandro Soto, who testified in court, said he saw how on his father's land, located near one of the Texaco oil wells, petroleum waste that was headed for the pits was spilled and then set alight. 

''We used to fish in the river that passed through the farm. There were large quantities of animals and fish. After the drilling there were spills and they were never cleaned up. The river turned black and the fish would jump into the air, and the next day they were dead,'' he said. 

José Lucitante, a 53-year-old Cofán Indian, said in his testimony that several members of his family had died from drinking water from the Aguarico River, contaminated with petroleum waste. 

According to his declaration, it all started when Texaco began drilling oil wells in 1995 near the river. Pits were also dug for the wastewater and would overflow during heavy rainfall, spilling into the tributaries of the Aguarico, said Lucitante. 

Gloria Estrada and her family, residents of the 28 de Marzo community, have a well on their property for water, but every time it rains, the water becomes mixed with petroleum from a nearby pit, she said. 

Estrada lives just a few metres from open pits dug by Texaco. The area also has marshes that are posted with signs reading ''Not suitable for human consumption. Poison.'' 

Judge Guerra heard similar testimony from a number of people this week. 

The attorneys for the oil giant say its operations were in compliance with Ecuadorian laws and regulations, and in keeping with technical practices that were standard in the industry at the time. The company also contends that a new Ecuadorian law, under which the case has been filed, requiring mining companies to clean up pollution is not retroactive. 

According to ChevronTexaco lawyer Adolfo Callejas, the damages were caused by acts of sabotage or by natural phenomena, and in no case were they the result of inadequate practices by the company. 

Reis Viega told a news briefing in Nueva Loja that Texaco was merely the operator of the consortium exploiting petroleum in the Ecuadorian Amazon. 

In other words, said Reis Viega, the oil company was an agent following orders that were approved by the majority in the consortium, and by Ecuador's state-run oil company, which was also the majority partner and the final authority in making decisions. 

The original lawsuit filed in the United States almost a decade ago involved 71,000 internal Texaco documents, which were handed over to the plaintiff lawyers in the period that the U.S. courts granted for investigation and presentation of evidence before the trial got underway there. 

Among the documents are internal memos, some written by hand by Texaco executives, and messages outlining the specific terms for hiring the technicians to work the oil wells. 

The New York appeals court that handled the case until sending it to Ecuador ordered the oil company to hand over copies of the transcripts of its board of directors meetings from 1964 to 1986. 

The documents show that executives at the Texaco headquarters in New York were familiar with the decisions regarding operations in Ecuador. 

Esteven Dozinger, a lawyer for the plaintiffs, said, ''Texaco's technical and legal arguments are insufficient. It has to answer for the 600 pits of toxic fluids that are contaminating rivers and swamps in the area.'' (END/2003)

Brasil

LULA ASSINA PROJETO COM AS REGRAS SOBRE OS TRANSGÊNICOS



Proposta será encaminhada hoje ao Congresso em regime de urgência

Depois de meses de discussão e polêmica, o presidente Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva assina hoje o projeto de lei de biossegurança. O texto, que define regras para atividades com transgênicos, será remetido em caráter de urgência para o Congresso. Ao anunciar ontem os principais pontos do projeto, o ministro da Casa Civil, José Dirceu, afirmou que, com a nova medida, acabam as dúvidas jurídicas sobre o assunto e pretextos para infringir a legislação. 

Garantiu que a edição de medidas provisórias para permitir a comercialização ou o plantio com sementes transgênicas para novas safras está descartada. O projeto prevê pena de prisão para quem desrespeitar a lei e deixa, em última análise, o poder de decisão com Dirceu.
"Em vez do círculo vicioso, teremos um círculo virtuoso" afirmou a ministra do Meio Ambiente, Marina Silva. Ela avalia que, com o marco legal, terminam os subterfúgios para se recorrer à Justiça, há maior agilidade para pesquisas e de licenciamento ambiental. "Cada órgão vai agir na sua esfera de competência e com isso não haverá conflito de mérito."



Tanto Marina quanto o ministro da Agricultura, Roberto Rodrigues, que travaram um embate ao longo dos nove meses de governo em torno da liberação dos transgênicos, repetiram a avaliação feita por Dirceu: "Quem ganhou com esse projeto de lei foi o Brasil". Rodrigues, no entanto, que pouco falou durante a entrevista, acrescentou: "Havia diferenças de opinião. Chegamos ao consenso no que foi possível."

O projeto prevê a criação do Conselho Nacional de Biossegurança, que ficará encarregado de traçar a política estratégica para os transgênicos. Formado por 12 ministros, o conselho será presidido por Dirceu. Para obter o licenciamento, os interessados terão de recorrer à Comissão Técnica Nacional de Biossegurança, a CTNBio. Será uma comissão reformulada. Ela passará a ter 26 integrantes, oito deles representantes da sociedade civil.
[image: image2]
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN staff temporarily relocating from Baghdad for security consultations

*
Annan hails news that DPR of Korea, China agree to fresh round of 6-nation talks

*
Development funds moving from poor countries to rich ones, Annan says

*
UN system leaders review development parameters of Monterrey Consensus

*
UN envoy warns Security Council that Kosovo still faces serious problems

*
Security Council mission heading to Afghanistan to check progress on rebuilding

*
UN Chief Executives Board to begin its Fall 2003 session tomorrow

*
Annan to conduct four-country South American tour next week

*
Argentinian to helm UN economic commission for Latin America and Caribbean

*
Demobilization in northern Afghanistan about half way finished, UN says

*
Annan presents exchange of letters on Côte d’Ivoire mission

*
UN agency launches Internet portal on women in peace and war

*
Secretary-General meets group of Brazilian lawmakers

*
Heads of UN’s principal organs hold fifth annual meeting

*
Rains fail in Somalia, thousands at risk, UN representative warns

*
Cameroon and Nigeria discuss border dispute during UN commission talks

*
UN agencies says DPR of Korea faces another tough food year, 6.5 million at risk

*
Failure of Cancún talks could prove a blessing in disguise, UN trade official says

* * * *

Iraq

30 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has asked the UN international team in Baghdad to relocate temporarily for consultations on security arrangements, a UN spokesperson said today.

The spokesperson, Marie Okabe, said the venue for the meeting with a team from UN Headquarters in New York had not been definitively decided but that it probably would be Larnaca, Cyprus. She said the decision would not affect UN international personnel working in northern Iraq, who will remain at their posts.

Responding to questions from the press, Ms. Okabe said, “The Secretary-General has been keeping the situation in Iraq under constant and close review, particularly in light of the recent wave of violence in Baghdad, which included the attack on Monday on the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).”

“In light of these developments, he has asked the small remaining team of international officials in Baghdad to come out temporarily for consultations with people from Headquarters, so that we can thoroughly reconsider our operations in Iraq and the security arrangements that we will need if we are to continue working there. This applies to Baghdad, and there has been no change in the staff situation in the north of Iraq,” she added.

According to Ms. Okabe, the international staff had not yet left Baghdad. As of today, she said, there were close to 60 international staff in Iraq working with some 4,000 Iraqi nationals.

Ms. Okabe said, “I would also like to stress that this is a temporary relocation and is part of an ongoing process, of a constant review of the situation on the ground given the volatile conditions there. It does not represent a policy decision to disengage from Iraq.”

She added that “the UN has been asked to play a vital role [and] that role can only be played if we are on the ground. The Iraqi people also want us to be there and on the ground, and what we are trying to do is to help the Iraqis the best we can without risking life. It is not a static situation and that’s what we’re faced with.”

“It is not a withdrawal,” Ms. Okabe said. “It is a consultation process.”

* * *

DPR of Korea

30 October – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed news that the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and China have agreed to hold a fresh round of six-nation talks.

A statement issued by a spokesperson for the Secretary-General in New York said Mr. Annan praised the two countries for agreeing in principle to conduct a new round of multilateral talks as part of the so-called Beijing negotiating process.

The talks will be conducted between China, the DPRK, Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation and the United States.

The statement said Mr. Annan “remains convinced that dialogue is the best way to resolve security and other issues affecting the Korean Peninsula, and calls on the parties concerned to search for creative approaches towards the issues they are facing.”

The statement said Mr. Annan would continue to support the dialogue process with the aid of his Personal Envoy, Maurice F. Strong.

* * *

Financing development

30 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today challenged the General Assembly to face the stark fact that, “even taking all subtlety and nuance into account,” developing countries made the sixth consecutive and largest ever transfer of funds to “other countries” in 2002, a sum totalling “almost $200 billion.”

“Funds should be moving from developed countries to developing countries, but these numbers tell us the opposite is happening,” he told the Assembly, as well as heads of the affiliated international financial institutions, on the second day of its high-level dialogue on financing for development.

“Funds that should be promoting investment and growth in developing countries, or building schools and hospitals, or supporting other steps towards the Millennium Development Goals, are, instead, being transferred abroad.”

The Millennium Development Goals, worked out at a UN summit in New York in 2000, collectively aim to halve extreme poverty worldwide by 2015.

If discussion about financing for development is not to ring hollow, the balance sheet must be reversed and the system fixed so that all countries and people, especially the poorest, can benefit, Mr. Annan said.

The wish to fix these problems brought about the meeting in Monterrey, Mexico, last year, which, though “not free of tension and disagreement,” did achieve real breakthroughs, he said.

A major breakthrough was the effort made to reverse a troubling and devastating decade of decline, or stagnation, by making new commitments to official development assistance (ODA), he said.

Other Monterrey successes were improving government policy coherence, looking at poor people and poor countries as partners in the development process, and acknowledging the mutual accountability and mutual responsibilities of rich and poor, Mr. Annan said.

Trade tariffs and subsidies have been stifling the ability of poor countries to compete fairly in the international trading system and trade their way out of poverty, he told the Assembly, while too many developing countries have been carrying too much debt.

Too many developing countries have also been excluded from meaningful participation in the decision-making of key international bodies on economic and financial and trade issues, he said.

The Secretary-General said he had called for better, more focused preparation for the annual spring meeting next year of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), the Bretton Woods institutions – comprising the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund – and the World Trade Organization (WTO).

Before that meeting, further WTO talks were scheduled for December in Geneva, he said. “We must stay together, stay engaged and make this process work.”

* * *

Financing development

30 October – The World Bank is concerned about the imbalances in the global system, especially in instances in which defence spending reached $800 billion, but development assistance only $56 billion, James Wolfensohn said today in the first address by a World Bank President to the United Nations General Assembly.

The statistics were troubling when some $800 billion was spent on defence budgets and only $56 billion on official development assistance (ODA), an amount topped by migrant worker remittances of $80 billion, he said on the second day of the Assembly’s two-day ministerial dialogue on financing for development.

The Assembly’s work, debates and discussions on such issues as sustainable development, poverty eradication and the environment following the development summit that took place in Monterrey, Mexico, in March 2002 had given international financial institutions a good idea of where implementation of Monterrey stood, Mr. Wolfensohn said.

The World Bank, or the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, was created at Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, in 1945 to help finance the reconstruction of post-war Europe and made its first loan in 1947. The stated goals of the Washington, D.C.-based institution since then have been to strengthen national economies and expand markets in the effort to reduce poverty.

Mr. Wolfensohn spoke after UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan told the Assembly that almost $200 billion in resources had moved to rich countries from poor countries last year.

The other Bretton Woods institution, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), works mainly on balance of payments and currency stability problems.

IMF Managing Director Horst Köhler told the Assembly the prospects of recovery for advanced economies have been improving.

“This is good news for emerging market and developing countries, as well, which have also benefited from a supportive financial market environment,” he said.

One of the risks remaining, however, was the world economy’s excessive dependence on the United States, which has given rise to current account imbalances, he said.

Mr. Köhler said he believed that correcting those imbalances in an orderly manner should be the primary objective of international economic policy. He recommended a cooperative approach that would involve all major countries and regions in strengthening the domestic forces of growth, especially in Europe and Japan.

“Sound and sustained global growth remains the single most important condition for making decisive progress in the fight against poverty,” he said.

As a partner in working on the Monterrey Consensus, “we are strengthening the framework of rules for the global economy, in collaboration with public and private sector institutions, by developing and implementing international standards and codes,” Mr. Köhler said.

Speaking at the outset of today’s session, General Assembly President Julian Hunte of St. Lucia called for a pragmatic discussion so that a realistic assessment could be made of progress made “and the urgency with which we must proceed with the tasks ahead.”

“There are nascent and encouraging signs pointing towards the resolution of the debt crisis, with ideas such as a ‘comprehensive statutory approach to restructuring the external debt of governments’ and the use of collective action clauses now being discussed,” he said.

“For their part, many developing countries and countries with economies in transition are working towards the creation of an enabling environment at the national level, by strengthening economic governance and enhancing democratic participation, as called for in the Monterrey Consensus.”

Civil strife, military conflict and lack of basic health care were among the factors hindering development in some of the most vulnerable populations, Mr. Hunte said.

He questioned whether the United Nations system, for its part, was positioned to have an adequate impact on the development funding process. “To arrive at pertinent answers,” he asked whether the donor agencies were improving their coherency and efficiency and whether an adequate effort was being made to engage civil society and the private sectors nationally and internationally.

“And in respect of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) – what should be their role in tracing progress made and proposing further steps for implementing the commitments and agreements made at Monterrey?” he said.

Mark Malloch Brown, Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), said today’s world was more unequal and more insecure than ever.

In a world of six billion people, one billion owned 80 per cent of global wealth, while another one billion struggled to survive on less than $1 per day, he said.

Poverty on this scale was no longer inevitable, Mr. Malloch Brown said, because the world possessed the means to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of halving poverty, removing hunger, educating every boy and girl and stemming the global crisis in health care and the environment by 2015.

What was too often missing was the political will to accomplish these goals, he said.

UNDP was working to coordinate, through the resident coordinator system at the country level, the Common Country Assessments (CCA) and UN Development Assistance Frameworks (UNDAF), Mr. Malloch Brown said. UNDP was also working closely with the World Bank to integrate the MDGs into Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs) that the government of each country could claim and implement.

ECOSOC President Gert Rosenthal of Guatemala said he was convinced that the Conference on Financing for Development in Monterrey was the most significant contribution the United Nations had made to the development effort in its history.

Only the United Nations was capable of bringing together so many Heads of State and Government at the same time and, perhaps, only the United Nations could have elaborated as lucid a road map for development as the Monterrey Consensus.

That Consensus had surpassed mere rhetoric in setting out what must be done, who had to do it, how domestic and international responsibilities should interact and how to organize for proper implementation, Mr. Rosenthal said. It offered clear guidelines for policymakers at the national and international levels, as well as a follow-up mechanism that the Assembly should now refine.

The first ECOSOC post-Monterrey meeting with the Bretton Woods institutions last spring emphasized increasing coherence, cooperation and coordination in the implementation of the Monterrey Consensus, he said.

The accent on partnerships reflected the spirit of cooperation in the Charter of the United Nations, Mr. Rosenthal said.

World Trade Organization (WTO) Deputy Director-General Francisco Thompson-Flores said the setback in the Cancún Round of trade negotiations in September 2002 proved to be a disappointment, but was not a collapse.

WTO was already exploring ways to move forward; the first step being to identify the areas of greatest difficulty at Cancún and to get people discussing them again, he said.

Rubens Ricupero, Secretary-General of the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), said that one of the most important aspects of the process that produced the Monterrey Consensus was its holistic approach to the problems of financing development.

It had not, however, provided a blueprint that guaranteed economic development, he said. It was not a point of arrival, but a point of departure for an ongoing process that must keep abreast of the rapid changes in the global economy.

In assessing the progress made so far, it was important to bear in mind that the impetus for Monterrey was the negative net resource transfers by many Latin American countries in the aftermath of the 1980s debt crisis – what had come to be called the “lost decade” of development.

This year was likely to be the seventh year the world would experience negative net flows of financial resources from developing to developed countries, thereby suggesting the world may be in another “lost decade,” he said.

* * *

Kosovo

30 October – The top United Nations envoy for Kosovo warned the Security Council today that the province was still plagued by problems as it recovers from the war in 1999.

During a briefing to the Council in New York, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Harri Holkeri, urged Kosovo’s leaders to do more to discourage inter-ethnic violence and to improve dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia and Montenegro.

Noting that Serbia and Montenegro continued to operate parallel courts and coordinating structures in Kosovo, he said: “Belgrade must work with Kosovo structures and replace this unacceptable policy with a commitment to truly multi-ethnic organs of government in Kosovo.”

But Mr. Holkeri also said that Kosovo Albanian leaders in Pristina must stop making their participation in any talks conditional on changes to government structures and the setting up of new ministries.

“Such bargaining is not acceptable. Dialogue is one of the standards approved by the Security Council,” he stressed.

Many refugees, especially from minority communities, remain afraid to return to their homes because of ethnic violence, he said.

According to the envoy, the unemployment rate in Kosovo is about 57 per cent, and the public is becoming frustrated with the government’s inability to reduce the rate.

But he said Kosovo’s economy is showing signs of progress, and welcomed the government’s agreement to resolve problems with the electricity supply.

Mr. Holkeri said firm commitment is needed from all parties, including the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), to ensure that the situation improves.

“The short-to-medium term outlook for Kosovo is uncertain, but the strong desire of Kosovo’s people to live in a peaceful, stable, lawful society is crystal clear.”

* * *

Afghanistan

30 October – A United Nations Security Council mission is heading to Afghanistan to show support for the reconstruction process there and to check on its progress, according to the delegation’s chairman, Ambassador Gunter Pleuger of Germany.

Mr. Pleuger told a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York before the group’s departure Friday that the visit will “signal to the government and to the Afghanistan citizens the continuing international community’s commitment to the peace and reconstruction process in Afghanistan, and by that signal also to promote further international and regional support.”

The 15-member group, with one representative from each country now sitting on the Security Council, will visit Kabul and three other cities, returning 7 November.

Mr. Pleuger said the mission would also “encourage the interim government in Kabul to further strengthen the implementation of the Bonn agreement.”

An international conference in 2001 in Bonn, Germany, set the guidelines for the interim government, and for the reconstruction of Afghanistan.

Mr. Pleuger said the group would “review the humanitarian and human rights situation, particular with regards to women, children and refugees and internally displaced persons,” and assess the status of the rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts.

He said the mission would also “encourage the government to implement, in particular, gender issues into all aspects of policy making because that is one of the legacies of the Taliban regime; that is, by neglecting gender issues, and by neglecting the education and integration of women into society, this is not only a distortion of human rights it is also a waste of talent and human resources.”

Also, Mr. Pleuger said, “We want to convey a strong message to regional and factional leaders about the need to support the implementation of the Bonn process and to work constructively with the central government in Kabul because otherwise we will never achieve the necessary security environment to achieve what we want to see next year and that is elections in mid 2004.”

He said the group would also try “to get information about the situation about counter-narcotic efforts,” because drugs were a growing problem in Afghanistan. “It is also a problem that is of great detrimental effect on the rebuilding of the society in Afghanistan.”

* * *

Chief Executives

30 October – The Fall 2003 session of the United Nations Chief Executives Board (CEB) – which includes many of the world’s intergovernmental organizations – is set to begin tomorrow in New York.

The CEB, which is chaired by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, will examine how the UN system can maintain the momentum from last year’s Monterrey Conference on Financing for Development. It also plans to discuss how to tackle the triple threats posed by HIV/AIDS, food security and governance capacity.

The meeting is also likely to discuss the issue of how to maintain the safety and security of staff working in the field.

The board is comprised of Mr. Annan and the heads of the UN specialized agencies, Bretton Woods institutions such as the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the International Atomic Energy Association (IAEA), the World Trade Organization (WTO), and UN funds and programmes.

After tomorrow’s session, the CEB will hold a retreat over the weekend, focusing on the future of multilateralism and how to make it work better.

* * *

Secretary-General

30 October – Secretary-General Kofi Annan is scheduled to start a four-country tour of South America next Tuesday.

Mr. Annan will visit Chile, Peru, Ecuador and Bolivia during his tour, which is expected to end on 15 November when he returns to New York.

In Bolivia, Mr. Annan will attend the meeting of the Ibero-American Summit.

* * *

Latin America and Caribbean

30 October – A former Argentinian economic minister has been appointed Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

José Luis Machinea was the Economy Minister from December 1999 to February 2001, and he has also worked extensively in the private sector. He replaces José Antonio Ocampo, who is now the UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs.

He has worked as a consultant to the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank, as president of an Argentinian economic and social think-tank, and president of a private consulting firm.

Mr. Machinea has also served as president of Argentina’s central bank, as under-secretary of political economy, and under-secretary of planning. He holds a Ph.D. in economics and has taught graduate courses in macroeconomics, banking and monetary policy in Argentina.

Most recently he has been a special expert in integration and trade at the Inter-American Development Bank.

* * *

Afghanistan

30 October – About half the 1,000 ex-soldiers voluntarily disarmed in the northern Afghanistan province of Kunduz have completed the multi-step demobilization programme there, the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said today.

A spokesperson for UNAMA said in the capital Kabul that in the four-day programme at Afghanistan’s New Beginnings Programme (ANBP), the ex-combatants are shown motivational films about life as a civilian, briefed on their responsibilities as civilians, and encouraged to participate in interviews in which they talk about their background, skills and education and what they would like to do next.

They are also given identity cards and receive a cash benefit, a food package and a shalwar kamiz, one of the traditional suits of Afghanistan.

They have all sworn a seven-point oath promising not to take up arms and to obey the laws of the country, spokesperson Manoel de Almeida e Silva said. The oath also calls on the ex-soldiers not to get involved in drug trafficking or production, and not to take part in criminal activities.

Of the different opportunities available through the demobilization programme, the most popular so far is agricultural work. Very few ex-combatants had opted to join either the Afghan National Army or the police, UNAMA said.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

30 October – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today released an exchange of letters between his office and the Security Council on the status of the United Nations Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (MINUCI).

Mr. Annan has given the President of the General Assembly copies of the letters as they relate to the budgeting for MINUCI, whose mandate is due to expire next month.

In a letter dated 13 October, the Security Council’s current President, Ambassador John D. Negroponte of the United States, said MINUCI should be classified as a “special political mission” and not as a peacekeeping operation.

Mr. Negroponte said that during imminent consultations on renewing MINUCI’s mandate beyond next month, the Council would review whether MINUCI should become a peacekeeping mission and whether the UN’s presence in Côte d’Ivoire needs to be reinforced.

In his reply dated 23 October, Mr. Annan acknowledged Mr. Negroponte’s remarks, and welcomed the Council’s preparedness to consider whether MINUCI should be reinforced.

* * * 

UNIFEM

30 October – An Internet portal offering comprehensive information on the dangers and responsibilities facing women and girls during armed conflicts and women’s roles in peace building was unveiled today by the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM).

UNIFEM Executive Director Noeleen Heyzer said the portal would address the information gap, providing accurate reports and helping to track progress towards implementing Security Council resolution 1325. That text was unanimously adopted in October 2000 and urges an enhanced role for women in preventing conflict, promoting peace and assisting in post-conflict reconstruction within UN operations.

The resolution, she said, “is a watershed political framework that makes women – and a gender perspective – relevant to negotiating peace agreements, planning refugee camps, programmes and peacekeeping operations and reconstructing war-torn societies.”

She said two experts she appointed, “the world’s first female Defence and Finance Ministers,” Elisabeth Rehn of Finland and Ellen Sirleaf-Johnson of Liberia, had found an epidemic of violence against women and girls in the 14 conflict zones they visited.

Their report recommended that UNIFEM systematically collect, analyze and share information on the roles of women in conflict, conflict prevention and peace building, Ms. Heyzer said.

* * *

Brazil

30 October – United Nations reform was among the topics discussed during a meeting between Secretary-General Kofi Annan a delegation of Brazilian lawmakers yesterday.

The delegation, headed by the Speaker of Brazil’s House of Representatives, João Paulo Cunha, had raised some important issues during the meeting, according to a statement issued by a spokesperson for Mr. Annan.

The Brazilians discussed the links between the UN and civil society, Brazil’s support of Mr. Annan’s plans on UN reform, and how Brazil and the UN could work together better to tackle poverty and hunger, the statement said.

Mr. Annan welcomed the observer status recently granted to the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), and said the UN relied on the work of parliamentarians to understand the concerns of citizens in Member States, the statement added.

* * * 

United Nations

30 October – The heads of the six principal organs of the United Nations held their fifth annual meeting in New York yesterday as part of a process to improve the efficiency of the world body.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the five Presidents discussed many issues of common concern, including the security of UN staff in conflict areas, revitalizing the work of the principal organs, and general reform of the UN, according to a statement released today by a spokesperson for Mr. Annan.

The meeting also discussed issues relating to Iraq, the Middle East, the Millennium Development Goals, and economic development and trade. Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette briefed the meeting on progress in reform of the UN Secretariat and in tackling HIV/AIDS.

The principal organs are the General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the Trusteeship Council, the International Court of Justice and the Secretariat. Mr. Annan initiated these meetings in 1998.

* * *

Somalia

30 October – With an apparent failure of the traditional short September to November rainy season Somalia faces “an acute humanitarian crisis,” and needs increased aid, the United Nations representative there said today.

“We are already facing an acute humanitarian crisis…due to four years of consecutive drought,” Maxwell Gaylard, UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia, said in a statement issued from Nairobi.

Mr. Gaylard said that the problem was particularly acute in the Sanaag and Sool regions of the Sool Plateau, which stretches through the central part of the country, and where the lack of rain could “precipitate a humanitarian disaster affecting 15,500 pastoralist families.”

“With the current rains apparently failing again, we can expect that most remaining livestock will die, the local economy will collapse and this could trigger large-scale population movements to towns that would adversely affect the health and welfare of the communities, in particular children,” he said.

“To avert a full-scale disaster,” said Mr. Gaylard. “We need donors to urgently and generously support emergency interventions designed to save the lives of the most vulnerable while at the same time rebuilding their capacity to be self-reliant.”

According to a press statement from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), “The September to October Deyr season has passed with no rainfall and precipitation forecasts indicate only a marginal likelihood of significant rainfall this season in much of the Sool Plateau, further impoverishing families already struggling to survive.”

OCHA said that an interagency study of the area found “livestock herds, especially camel, were already decimated by starvation and disease, which has further impoverished pastoralist families almost entirely dependent on the sale of animals and their milk for income. Those livestock still alive are in too poor a condition to sell. At the same time, food and water prices have increased to such an extent that most households cannot afford to purchase even the most basic necessities for survival. As a result, many have begun cutting trees to sell as charcoal, causing environmental damage and reducing fodder for camels.”

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food Programme (WFP) have launched emergency operations in the areas, OCHA said.

* * *

Cameroon/Nigeria

30 October – Cameroon and Nigeria held talks over their border dispute during a two-day meeting of the United Nations-chaired Mixed Commission, which finished today in Abuja, Nigeria.

The Mixed Commission – set up last year by the United Nations – discussed the first phase of the withdrawal process from the Lake Chad area, which is scheduled to happen by the end of the year.

A working group on the withdrawal of civil administration, military and police forces, and transfer of authority in the Lake Chad region, was set up.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah of Mauritania, opened the meeting by reporting on the findings of the Sub-commission on Affected Populations, which visited the Lake Chad area last month.

“The affected populations overwhelmingly want peace (and) the affected populations fully support their respective Presidents’ decision to resolve peacefully any differences…the affected population are in dire need of development, social services and basic infrastructure,” Mr. Ould-Abdallah said.

The Sub-commission identified the date of its next field visit, this time to the land boundary area. The meeting also discussed the report of the Sub-commission on Demarcation.

The Mixed Commission was set up last year by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan at the request of Presidents Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria and Paul Biya of Cameroon. It is chaired by Mr. Ould-Abdallah and its next meeting is likely to be held in Yaounde, Cameroon, in December.

* * *

DPR of Korea

30 October – Despite recent improved harvests the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) will not have enough food to feed its people next year, putting millions of people at risk, according to two United Nations agencies.

In joint press statement from their headquarters in Rome, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP) said, “A combination of insufficient domestic production, the narrow and inadequate diet of much of the population and growing disparities in access to food as the purchasing power of many households declines, means that some 6.5 million vulnerable North Koreans will require assistance next year.”

The agencies said “the situation remains especially precarious for young children, pregnant and nursing women and many elderly people.”

According to a joint study, the projected domestic cereal availability in the 2003-04 marketing season will be up 4.7 per cent up from the 2002-03 estimate. The improvements were attributed to favourable weather, a relatively low incidence of crop pests and diseases, increased application of donated fertilizer and better irrigation.

The agencies estimated that after domestic harvests, commercial imports, and already committed aid imports, the DPRK would still face a food and seed gap of 404,000 tons.

“Despite evidence of improved nutritional levels in recent years, malnutrition rates remain alarmingly high. Four out of 10 young children suffer from chronic malnutrition, or stunting, according to a large-scale, random sample survey conducted in October 2002 by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and WFP,” the statement said.

“Rations from the Public Distribution System, a primary source of food for the 70 per cent of North Korea’s 23 million people living in urban areas, are set to decline to no more than 300 grams per person per day in 2004, from 319 grams this year, according to government authorities. The present allocation ensures only half of an individual’s caloric requirements,” the agencies’ statement said.

* * *

UNCTAD

30 October – The failure of the recent Cancún summit to reach a deal on trade could actually provide a good base to re-start international negotiations, the head of a United Nations trade body told a meeting this week.

Rubens Ricupero, the Secretary-General of the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) said the Cancún collapse was different from the previous failures of meetings of the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

Mr. Ricupero made his remarks Tuesday at the Open Forum on Partnership in New York, which was organized by the Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States.

The forum’s theme was “UNCTAD XI – Way Forward After Cancún for the Least Developed Countries,” and the meeting was attended by representatives of Permanent Missions to the UN, UN organizations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

Mr. Ricupero said the UNCTAD XI conference, to be held in São Paulo, Brazil, in June next year, could provide a springboard to re-start negotiations and discuss issues covered at Cancún.

Anwarul K. Chowdhury, the High Representative of the Secretary-General for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, told the meeting that the least developed countries will increasingly rely on trade to generate the resources to finance future growth and development.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokeswoman for  the Secretary-General and Michele Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Associate Spokeswoman:  Good Afternoon.  I’m sorry I’m a little late; we had a lot of statements today.  I’ll  start with the first statement attributable to the spokesman on the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           “The Secretary-General welcomes encouraging news from Pyongyang that China and the Democratic People’s  Republic of Korea agreed in principle to hold a new round of multilateral talks to continue the Beijing negotiating     process.

            “He remains convinced that dialogue is the way to resolve security and related issues facing the Korean

     Peninsula and calls on the parties concerned to look for creative approaches towards the issues they are facing.

           “The Secretary-General and his Personal Envoy will continue supporting these efforts.”

           **SG on Financing for Development

           The Secretary-General today addressed the high-level dialogue on financing for development, saying that, “if    that term is to mean anything, the current net flow of financial resources from the developing world to other countries -–    which amounted to nearly $200 billion last year –- must be reversed”.

           The Secretary-General highlighted the accomplishments reached at last year’s conference on financing for  development in Monterrey, Mexico, saying that “we did reach real breakthroughs there”, including the new  commitments to reverse a decade of decline or stagnation in official development assistance.

           He told those who were gathered today that such assistance levels still fall far short of what is required,

     adding, “I hope you are ready to improve on what is very much a mixed report card”.

           He concluded, “We face an uncertain economy, wide-ranging social distress and faltering trade negotiations   that need a real jump-start at December’s World Trade Organization talks in Geneva. We must stay together, stay  engaged, and make this process work.”

           We have his remarks upstairs.

           Among the other speakers in today’s dialogue, World Bank President James Wolfensohn said that, if we are  to meet the goals set at Monterrey, “we must step up our game”, adding that, although there is progress, “I think there  is still very much to be done”.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council today began an open meeting on Kosovo, on which Council members received a briefing  from the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Harri Holkeri, who detailed several senseless, violent incidents   that have shaken Kosovo in recent weeks.

           “Far too many people silently tolerate ethnically-based violence”, Holkeri said.  “This must be opposed.”    Kosovo’s leaders, he said, must explain to their constituents why violence is not a solution.

           He warned that, although the overall security situation has improved vastly in most of Kosovo, the dramatic  advances enjoyed by the majority community have not been felt by all, and “the rule of law is being openly flouted in   many places around Kosovo”.

           He noted the start of a dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina, at a meeting he chaired in Vienna on October  14, and said that although the delegation members from the two sides did not shake hands, “nevertheless, they did  listen carefully to what the other side had to say”.

           We have copies of this statement to the Security Council upstairs.

           And this afternoon at 3:00, the Security Council will hold consultations on the report of the expert panel

     dealing with the illegal exploitation of natural resources in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           The session is the last scheduled one to be held this month under the Presidency of the United States. 

     Angola takes over next month.

           We also have statements on the meeting of the Heads of Principal Organs of the United Nations.

           **Statement by Secretary-General on Meeting of Heads of Principal Organs of United Nations

           “The heads of the Six Principal Organs of the United Nations (The General Assembly, Security Council,   Economic and Social Council, Trusteeship Council, International Court of Justice and the Secretariat) held their fifth  annual meeting yesterday afternoon, followed by a luncheon hosted by the Secretary-General.

           “In 1998, the Secretary-General began the practice of holding meetings among the heads of the six Principal  Organs, in order to exchange views and coordinate matters, with a view to improving efficiency in the workings of the Organization.

           “The five Presidents and the Secretary-General discussed issues and challenges facing the international

     community.  They focused on issues of common concern, such as the security of UN staff in conflict areas,

     revitalization of the work of the Principal Organs, as well as reform of the Organization as a whole.

            “The meeting also discussed matters relating to Iraq, the Middle East, the Millennium Development Goals,  and economic development and trade.

           “The Deputy Secretary-General reported on progress achieved in the areas of Secretariat reform and

     HIV/AIDS.”

           We have another statement on a meeting with Brazilian Parliamentarians:

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           “The Secretary-General met yesterday with a delegation of Brazilian Parliamentarians headed by Mr. Joao  Paulo Cunha, Speaker of the House of Representatives.

           “The delegation raised important issues such as the links between the UN and civil society, Brazil’s support to  the Secretary-General’s initiatives on UN reform, as well as Brazil’s partnership with the United Nations in the fight  against hunger and poverty.

           “The Secretary-General highlighted that the UN relies on Parliamentarians as one of the channels to convey   peoples’ concerns and expressed his appreciation for their commitment to play a greater role at the United Nations.

           “In this connection, the Secretary-General welcomed that the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) has recently  become an observer at the United Nations, as this would contribute to strengthen the work of the Organization.”

           **CEB Meeting

           The United Nation’s system Chief Executives Board (CEB) will begin tomorrow in New York its Fall 2003 session.

           The Board is chaired by the Secretary-General, and comprises the heads of the Specialized Agencies,

     Bretton Woods Institutions, International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), World Trade Organization and UN Funds and   Programmes.

           We have a press release with more information on this two-day meeting upstairs.

           **SG Travel

           And we have an announcement of the Secretary-General’s travels next week.

           Starting Tuesday evening, this coming Tuesday, the Secretary-General is scheduled to begin official visits to Chile, Peru, Ecuador and Bolivia.

           In Bolivia, he will attend the meeting of the Ibero-American Summit.

           The Secretary-General is expected to return to New York on 15 November.

           **ECLAC

           And we have an appointment.  The Secretary-General has decided to appoint José Luis Machinea of Argentina  to be the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (known as ECLAC).

           Mr. Machinea was a former Minister of the Economy for Argentina, and has also worked as a consultant to the  World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank.

           We have his bio-data upstairs.

           **Afghanistan

           The UN Mission in Afghanistan said that the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) process in Kunduz is moving ahead, with nearly half of the 1,008 former soldiers who have been disarmed in that area have now gone through demobilization. 

           You can read more about that in the briefing note from Kabul, which we have upstairs.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           In an exchange of letters on Cote d’Ivoire, which is available on the racks, the Security Council informed the  Secretary-General that, as the UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire nears its November expiration, Council members will reviewthe possible designation of that Mission as a peacekeeping mission, and will evaluate the possible reinforcement of the UN presence in that country.

           The Secretary-General, in response, welcomed the Security Council’s willingness to consider the possible  reinforcement of the UN Mission, and hoped that the Council will reach an early agreement on such reinforcement.

           **Somalia

           From Somalia, we have a press release from the UN Humanitarian Coordinator there expressing his concern regarding the potential failure of the short season of rains there and its impact on agriculture.

           And you can read more about that in a press release.

           **FAO, WFP

           Also there is a press release from two agencies, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World  Food Programme (WFP), on the Democratic Peoples’ Republic of Korea, which is marking another substantial food  deficit in 2004, and there is an appeal on that upstairs.

           **Press Conferences This Afternoon

           And in 10 minutes (12:30), Ambassador Gunter Pleuger of Germany, will be here to talk to you about the  Security Council’s mission to Afghanistan, which he will be leading.

           That mission leaves tomorrow.  On the racks there is a revised composition of the mission and they should be   providing you with an itinerary of that mission when the press briefing starts.

           At 1:45, we have General Assembly President Julian Hunte, who will be here to present an assessment of the   two-day ministerial dialogue in the General Assembly on the financing for development, which we just reported to you   on.

           At 4:30, we have Noeleen Heyzer, the Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women, who will be  joined by actress Jessica Lange and others, to launch UNIFEM’s web portal on women, peace and security.

           And finally, the guest at the noon briefing tomorrow is Jacques Diouf, Director General of the UN Food and   Agriculture Organization, who will be joining us to launch the International Year of Rice, which is being observed next   year –- in the year 2004.

           And we have three press conferences tomorrow starting at 10 a.m. with Ambassador Heraldo Munoz of Chile,  who is the Chairman of the Sanctions Committee against Al-Qaida and the Taliban, who will be here to brief you on  that committee’s report and his recent mission to the region.

           And at 11:00, the Department of Economic and Social Affairs will be launching its publication, “World Public  Sector Report 2003: E-Government at the Crossroads”.

           And at 12:40, Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the UN office on Drugs and Crime, will be here to   brief you on the Convention against Corruption.

           So that’s what I have for you in terms of announcements.  Before I turn to Michele, any questions from you? 

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Can you tell me which UN official made the decision to pull staff out of Baghdad?  And what were  the factors leading to that decision?    

           Associate Spokeswoman:  As you know the Secretary-General has been keeping the situation in Iraq under  constant and close review, particularly in light of the recent wave of violence in Baghdad which included the attack on   Monday on the International Committee of the Red Cross.

           In light of these developments, he has asked the small remaining team of international officials in Baghdad to  come out temporarily for consultations with people from Headquarters (that’s UN Headquarters) so that they we can  thoroughly reconsider our operations in Iraq and the security arrangements that we will need, if we are to continue  working there.  This applies to Baghdad and there is no change in the staff situation in the north of Iraq.     

           Question:  How many people were pulled out and have you received any further threat assessments that led to  this?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  I don’t think we want to get into the numbers on the ground.  I can tell you that, as  of today, there are close to 60 international staff in Iraq, but I don’t want to get into further details of where they are, as   the situation, as you know, changes from day to day.  I would also like to stress that this is a temporary relocation  and it is part of an ongoing process of a constant review of the situation on the ground, given the volatile conditions  there, and that, it does not represent a policy decision to disengage from Iraq.  I don’t know who was first, Mark?

           Question:  (inaudible)… I mean one of the main findings of the Ahtisaari Report was that nobody knew how  many people were there, people were over-inflating figures, people were breaking their own guidelines.  Isn’t it time for  the UN to start being a little more open and transparent and stop sweeping this stuff under the carpet and stop giving  misleading information?      

           Associate Spokeswoman:  The reason why I said we didn’t want to give information on the numbers –- the  precise numbers on the ground is for security reasons.  We know the number of people on the ground, as I said it is  close to 60, as of today.  Back there and then Evelyn.

           Question:  Marie, can you specify, you said you know the number of people there, can you specify the

     number of people –- international staffers that were in Baghdad?  And can you also be a little bit specific about what   they were actually doing on the ground and how they will continue to achieve whatever it is they were achieving?  In   addition to that -- I’m sorry -- in addition to that will you be providing extra security for the staff that has stayed on?    

           Associate Spokesman:  I really don’t have much guidance beyond what I’ve told you already.  The numbers of  staff in Baghdad, I think we have been reporting to you in the last week or two, the numbers in Baghdad and in the  north, and as I said the number hasn’t really changed since then, it’s close to 60, as of today.  They have been  providing as much assistance as they can to the Iraqis, together with the 4,000 national staff as the Secretary-General   has been telling you about.  As you know, the United Nations has been asked to play a vital role there, and you know  that role can only be played if we are on the ground.  The Iraqi people also want us to be there and on the ground, and  what we are trying to do is help the Iraqis the best as we can without risking lives.  It is not a static situation, and  that’s what we’re faced with.    

           Question:  Can you address the security situation for those remaining? 

           Associate Spokeswoman:  I can’t go into security conditions.  I mean this is an issue we never go into --

     security measures on the ground.  Evelyn?

           Question:  Marie, a bit of housekeeping, you know we admire you to bits, but when you have a withdrawal of  UN staff from Baghdad, it needs an announcement not just somebody running into you in the corridor and you saying   yes.  It’s too big of a story.  I don’t know if that was your decision or the decision of the 38th Floor, but a number of us  here thought it was not a very good way to handle it last night.  And secondly, do you know whether the CPA or the   US Mission across the street was informed of this reduction?     

           Associate Spokeswoman:  On the latter, I can only tell you that the Secretary-General is in constant touch   with the US officials either through Secretary of State Colin Powell or Ambassador Negroponte, and he is in constant  touch with both of them.  On your former complaint, I want only to say that this is not a withdrawal, it is a consultation  process and as I mentioned before, they are being asked to consult with a team that will be sent from here so that   they can continue the process of evaluating whether or not we can continue to operate there.  There was no policy  decision made, so the decision made from the 38th Floor was not to make an announcement.  And when we are   talking about staff movements, this is not something that we generally announce.  In this case, the Washington Post  had the story and asked us to confirm the facts and that’s what I did and when others called me based on the  information I gave the Post, I gave them the same information.  So it was available on an if asked basis and I was  available all night to provide it.   

           Question:  Marie, that’s still not the way to handle it; now I’m miffed and the reason I’m making this point again -- it is not a routine consultation every last person does know or whatever was pulled out of Baghdad.  Usually  when the UN has rotation, six go another six come in (inaudible)… and I don’t know what you call it, but if every last  international staff is out of the capital, this is not a routine, temporary little dislocation.  That’s not the way the UN has  done things over the years.

           Associate Spokeswoman:  Just to clarify.  When we have evacuated personnel out of dangerous duty

     stations, we do not announce that, and that’s for the security of staff, and generally what happens is we confirm an  evacuation.  Once it happens.  Having said that, this is not an evacuation.  I was simply clarifying a story that a  correspondent was working on to clarify that -- that it wasn’t an evacuation; it was not a relocation; and they were  being asked to gather for consultations.  The consultations have not happened yet; the staff are not out yet; so there  was no announcement for us to make.      

           Question:  You say the staff is not out yet, when do you expect them all to be out of there?  

           Associate Spokeswoman:  This is a security issue and I cannot get into that. 

           Question:  When were they put on notice that they were going to be leaving?  

           Question:  Yesterday, today, the day before?  When were they asked for this consultation, quote unquote?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  Yesterday.

           Question:  Will you confirm when they are all out?   

           Associate Spokesman:  I think you would probably hear from the people on the ground once they are out.     

           Question:  (inaudible)… according to our Baghdad Bureau, none of them are talking.  Nobody is saying

     anything, is there some reason for that?  

           Associate Spokeswoman:  That you will have to ask the people on the ground.  But we still have staff in

     Baghdad, and generally when they leave, the wires seem to get their arrival at the next destination faster than we can  confirm it.  Yes Colum?   

           Question:  On the numbers, I know you don’t want to talk about too much, but many of the briefings, we get     slightly different numbers.  My understanding is that in (inaudible)… part of the numbers, in addition to the 10    permanent staff there, there was an additional 25 -- they were described as some sort of mission that did not have a   permanent role there.  Is that correct, and will that group be taken out?    

           Associate Spokeswoman:  Just to clarify our position on the north, as I mentioned initially, the consultations   are for the remaining officials in Baghdad.  The situation in the north remains the same; the staff in the north is not   affected by this development.  The numbers of the people on the ground right now, as I said the reason why we don’t   want to pinpoint numbers is because there is a constant (inaudible) coming in and out and that changes from day to  day.  There is a team on the ground -- I said they are close to 60; about 40 of them are in the north now, and many of  them are there to work on the final stages of the hand-over of the oil-for-food programme, so it’s a temporary bulge in  the numbers.  So let me leave it at that.     

           Question:  So they will stay until it is ended?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  Until their work is complete.  But the situation in Erbel is not affected by the same considerations.    

           Question:  So are we talking about two dozen that will probably go to consultations at your request?

           Associate Spokesman:  I said close to 60, if I just said 43 in Erbel, then you can do the subtraction.  David?

           Question:  Just to clarify, I think your statement said that the SG decided that the staff should come out of  Baghdad.  I just want to clarify -- are they staying in Iraq for the moment; will these meetings take place in Iraq; and  could you give us a little better indication of who is traveling to Iraq to meet with this team; and should this meeting be  taken as a kind of decision-making meeting, will a policy come out of this meeting to perhaps withdraw those  personnel or to bring them back to Baghdad?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  The only question I can definitively answer is your first one.  The consultations will  take place in the region; the team will be dispatched from Headquarters and will go to the region.  They are coming out  of Baghdad so they will be in the region and the team from New York will be going to the region.  The team from New  York has not been appointed yet, so I cannot give you any more information on that except to say that it will be a  multidisciplinary team.  Your third question was…?  

           Question:  If you mean by in the region, not in Iraq or you just don’t want to get into that?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  It will probably take place in Larnaca.

           Question:  Three things -- one thing is that as a relatively new member of the UN Press Corps, I have to say I  was a bit surprised as well in the way this news came out because Fred sat here and told us last time that there was  a serious (inaudible), so I was a bit miffed and not happy about it as well.  Secondly, to ask you, you said you didn’t  really want to publicize it -- is that because a decision was made in part based on the revelations in the Ahtasaari  Report and the pressure that the Secretary-General may have been under to pull out staff; and thirdly, is Baghdad now   Phase Five?     

           Associate Spokeswoman:  Okay let me start at the bottom.  Baghdad is not Phase Five; the

     Secretary-General has decided to retain the small core group of international staff there.  They are being asked to  come out temporarily for consultations, it does not mean they will be disengaged from our operations, as I mentioned  earlier.  Your second question was, sorry?

           Question:  You said you didn’t want to publicize it.  Was this in part because the Secretary-General may have  felt under pressure to pull staff out, given the revelations of the Ahtisaari Report?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  Although the two subjects that you are talking about concern the staff security  situation in Iraq, in the case of this consultation, as I mentioned initially, given the rise in the violence this week, I think  he felt it was necessary to hold this consultation.  So I will leave it at that.  Was that all?   

           Question:  Unless you wanted to respond to me being miffed?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  The point is being noted upstairs, but I won’t go through the same explanation.

           Question:  I just want to say one thing.  Everybody has been giving you a hard time about not making a public  announcement, but the idea that when we reporters are doing our work and breaking a story, that when we ask for confirmation that it should be confirmed to everybody by the UN Spokesman’s office seems to me a little bit bizarre and ridiculous.  I mean everybody wants to break stories, I just don’t understand.

           Associate Spokeswoman:  Can I give Betsy a chance before you?

           Question:  On Larnaca?  You said the team that is heading out to have these consultations hasn’t been

     selected yet.  Can you tell us anything at all about the composition of that team?  And also when this meeting is likely  to take place?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  Unfortunately, no because I don’t know when the meetings are going to take

     place.  As I said, the reason why I didn’t even make this announcement today is because none of these details are  even worked out yet.  The reason why we are talking about this is because I was asked to confirm some information  from one reporter.  And the team hasn’t been selected; the staff is still there; the dates of this consultation are still up  in the air.  A lot of this is a process, and I was asked to confirm something in mid-process, so therefore, there was no  announcement to make and there probably still isn’t.  But I’m trying to answer as many questions as I can, based on  the information that I have now.

           Question:  Is there a sense of urgency about this?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  I don’t quite follow your question?

           Question:  Is this considered a priority for the Secretariat to have these consultations to decide whether or not  to remain in Baghdad?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  Given the extremely volatile situation on the ground, given that the security of staff  is one of the crucial factors in our ability to assist the Iraqis or not, it is essential that we review this closely and carefully and make the right decisions, and the Secretary-General is trying to strike the right balance between being  on the ground to be able to provide that assistance.  The UN has been asked to play a vital role, but we can’t do that if  we don’t have staff on the ground, and yet in order to have staff on the ground, we have to ensure that their security is  ensured, so that’s the situation we are confronting.  Yes Mark?

           Question:  Two questions, -- one on security:  is there any change in the appreciation of the threat facing the  UN local staff in Iraq, because where I used to work, local staff always used to get (inaudible).

           Associate Spokeswoman:  On your second question, as you know the Secretary-General says that he takes  this report very seriously and that he would immediately move to implement its recommendations.  I was hoping that   by the briefing I would be able to share with you a letter to the staff that outlines some of the immediate steps that  ought to be taken.  Unfortunately, it was not ready yet, but I am told that we would have it to share that before the end  of the day.

           Question:  Would it address the issue of accountability, and who is accountable for this?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  This letter would address that subject.  Your first question about local staff?  Local  staff as you know in Iraq have been the backbone of our operations, as they have been in many of our operations  around the world, including in Afghanistan, and without them we can’t carry on our work.  Their security is of great  concern to us, and I think we do our best to try to ensure that they are secure in many situations.  Pulling them out of  a situation is not the easiest solution.  From my own experience with the Refugee Agency, many times families opt to  stay together at home as opposed to moving en-masse, so it is really a case-by-case situation.

           Question:  Is this assessment of risk and threat considered different for the local staff as opposed to the

     international staff?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  I’m sorry?

           Question:  You said that the judgement of the threat following all of these bombings and everything was such  a case that international staff had to leave Baghdad.  Is the assessment of threat facing local staff the same as that  assessment of threat facing international staff?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  I am not the security expert, so I cannot give you a precise answer on that.  What  I can tell you though is the Secretary-General’s decision even after 19 August was to retain a small group of  international staff on the ground.  So he made an assessment based on the conditions that were there. 

           [She later told the reporter that local staff, in insecure conditions, can be asked to stay home and not report to  headquarters, the other options include relocation within country and in rare circumstances relocation outside the  country.]

           I have Ambassador Pleuger outside, who wants to brief you on the mission he is leading.  So can I take just  one more question?  Yes.

           Question:   (inaudible)…?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  I’m sorry I didn’t?

           Question:  Would Monday’s Red Cross headquarters bombing affect any further UN staff in Baghdad?

           Associate Spokeswoman:  This decision that the Secretary-General has taken now has taken into account  the recent wave of violence, including Monday’s attack on the ICRC headquarters in Baghdad.

           Okay, I have to turn to Michele before we get Ambassador Pleuger.

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President

           Yes I will make this short today, as I know you have another press conference in a few minutes.

           As you know, we are on the second day of the two-day Ministerial Dialogue in the UN General Assembly on  issues relating to trade, aid, debt, investment, domestic finance.

           Sixty-four ministers of Foreign Affairs, Trade, Finance and Cooperation, Deputy Ministers, Permanent

     Secretaries and Heads of agencies are attending the high-level round tables, plenaries and informal interactive  dialogues.

           President Julian Hunte is now chairing such an informal interactive dialogue in Conference Room 4.  The  dialogue will continue this afternoon at 3 p.m.

           Ten speakers addressed the plenary this morning.  The plenary will resume this afternoon at 6 p.m. in the GA  Hall after the informal interactive dialogue.

           President Julian Hunte will assess this two-day meeting this evening in the plenary.  UN correspondents will  have a preview of this when President Hunte meets you at 1:45 this afternoon for a press briefinghere in room 226.

           Tomorrow, Friday, the General Assembly will hold only one plenary meeting, in the morning.  On the agenda  is the Report of the International Court of Justice, crime prevention and criminal justice.  This last item is debated for  the purpose of taking action on the draft convention against corruption.  The Secretary-General will make a statement  on this occasion.

           The cluster of items on revitalization and reform will be discussed next, in order to hear the assessment by the  President of the General Assembly of the deliberations.

           The fourth item on the agenda at the plenary tomorrow is the follow-up to the United Nations Year for Cultural  Heritage and the return or restitution of cultural property to the countries of origin.

           This is all I will say, anything else you can call me and get more information. 

           Associate Spokeswoman:  Thank you Michele for keeping that brief and thank you everybody.

                                              * *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Industrialization" ��BBC Monitoring International Reports - UN officials urge China to adopt sustainable industrialization�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Notification" ��The Hindu - UNEP commends ministry's notification� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Activist" ��The Press Trust of India - Chinese minister, Brazilian activist  …�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environmentalists" ��Earth Day Online - Two Environmentalists Win UNEP Award�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nemo" ��Empire Online - Flushing Nemo�
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