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PRIVATE
Report reveals rapid environmental damage 
A. Junaidi, The Jakarta Post, Jakarta

Indonesia is facing unchecked environmental deterioration, ranging from heightening air and water pollution to the increase in critical land, the office of the State Minister for the Environment said in its report.

The Indonesia State of Environment Report 2002, a copy of which was made available to The Jakarta Post over the weekend, details factors that contributed to environmental deterioration last year. Despite the government's efforts to address the issue, the condition was much worse last year than in previous years. 

The publication of the report, which will be launched as a book, was financed by the United Nations for Environment Program (UNEP). The first environment report was issued by the state minister's office in 1992, but due to financial constraints, there was a ten-year gap until the next report was produced. The 2002 report is only the second environment report to be published. 

A team of 13 experts at the office of the State Minister for the Environment conducted studies between 2001 and 2002 for the report. 

The report discloses that air pollution in major cities across the country was mostly caused by an increase in the number of vehicles on the roads. Industries, households and forest fires contributed to the poor air quality in major cities. The report concludes that these three factors were responsible for 30 percent of the overall air pollution. 

The number of motorized vehicles in Indonesia has soared from 18.22 million in 1999 to 18.97 million in 2000, and then to 20.78 million in 2001. Of these, 99.9 percent are powered by leaded gasoline and diesel fuel. 

Massive forest fires in Sumatra and Kalimantan between July and October 2002 also contributed to air pollution and disrupting community health, as they caused respiratory illnesses, it said. 

Water pollution has reached an alarming level due to industrial, household and farmland wastes. 

"Many factories, notably in Riau and East Java, are still dumping their liquid waste to the river, so are thousands of households in Jakarta, Surabaya and Medan, while residues of fertilizer and pesticide have also damaged water resources in farmlands," the report said. 

It also said official dump sites in major cities like Jakarta and Surabaya were not properly managed and thus contributed to water pollution. 

Environmental damage was also reflected by the increasing area of critical land as a result of the swelling population, rampant forest fires and illegal logging. 

The environmental office found that illegal logging could not be addressed properly because of the complexity of the problem stemming from the extensive number of involved parties. 

Instead of contributing toward a solution to the problem, the police, the military, prosecutors, customs and excise officials and regional administrations has only added to it, the report said. 

Data from the environmental office showed that damage to forests across the country has affected 23.2 million hectares, while damage to mangrove forests has reached 5.8 million hectares. 

The environmental destruction caused by forest degradation, land conversion and pollution has resulted in a significant decrease in the country's biodiversity. 

"Between 20 percent and 70 percent of species have vanished, according to data in 1993, and one species has disappeared every day in 1997 because of the environmental damage." 

The report attributed the increase in natural disasters, such as floods and landslides, across the country last year to the worsening environmental condition, water and air pollution, forest fires and critical land created by illegal logging. 

Sri Hudyastuti, an editor, said the 151-page book provided an objective overview of the real condition of Indonesia's environment. 

"We want to draw the government's attention and incite a response from the government and, especially, the people, and ask them to participate in the environmental conservation movement," said Sri. She is also communication affairs assistant to the deputy state minister for the environment. 

She claimed the government had set up several programs to salvage the environment, but it would be useless without concerted public participation. 

.rm70 Natural disasters caused by poor environmental management -------------------------------------------------------------------Place period disaster casualties 

1. Jakarta Feb. 2002 floods 5 2. Medan/Deli Serdang, Dec. 2001- floods 

North Sumatra Jan. 2002 3. Pacet, East Java Dec. 11, 2002 flood/landslide 26 4. Gunung Gemala, Dec. 2002 landslide 

Lampung 5. Sumatra, Java, Bali, Apr.-July 2002 drought 

Lombok -------------------------------------------------------------------- Source: Indonesia State of Environment Report 2002 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

New Straits Times

Oceans face danger of overfishing


WAY back in August 1991, Dr Alistair Robertson, principal resident scientist of the Australian Institute of Marine Science, warned that Malaysia faced the prospect of not having any edible fish in the next 20 years — if fishermen fail to exercise proper control over their methods and if there is no restriction on dumping of commercial waste into the sea.

And to think that in 1907, the Twentieth Century Impressions of British Malaya went on record saying that "no seas in the universe contain more edible fish than the seas of the Malay Archipelago".

Meenakshi Raman of the Consumers Association of Penang (CAP) said Dr Robertson was being spot on.

"It is already happening. Many varieties of fish are being wiped out. The situation is exacerbated by the lack of concern for fish habitat such as mangrove swamps," she said.

Since the 1970s, she said, CAP had raised the alarm on depleting fish resources largely due to encroachment of trawlers on inshore areas.

"We have been calling for a complete ban on trawling but the Government would only impose a threemile limit for trawlers.

"Inshore fishermen from Kedah and Penang are always complaining that the authorities have not been effective in enforcing the ban.

"Trawler fishermen work around the clock. They use all kinds of gadgets like walkie-talkies and employ all kinds of tactics to evade being caught, and inshore fishermen always end up the losers," she said.

Penang Inshore Fishermen's Welfare Association (PIFWA) chairman Saidin Hussain said 21 species of fish were no longer found in local waters.

"These include the popular ikan terubok, which became scarce since the 1960s. Now even the ikan merah, kerapu bara, senangin and bawal hitam seem set to follow suit," he said.

Figures released by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) showed that less than one per cent of the oceans and seas had been given protection as compared to 10 per cent of the earth's land surface.

The world needs to do much more to ensure that oceans and their rich and varied life-forms, upon which billions depend for food and livelihoods, are secure for present and future generations.

UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said unlike land, where issues of ownership, title deeds, customary rights and management were well established, the oceans had been viewed as wilderness areas owned by no one and free for all.

"This was fine in a world of plenty, when explorers like John Cabot encountered so much cod off the east coast of North America his vessels were slowed by the sheer density of the shoals." In the early 1950s, the seas off Teluk Bahang were teeming with ikan terubok and the glut resulted in low prices. This led to many fishermen throwing the fish back into the sea.

Pollution, too, was negligible. It was fine in a world when the population was not as dense as today, and the relatively low levels of pollution could be diluted a billion-fold by the vastness of the seas.

Today, oceans are bombarded daily by land-based pollutants which include river runoffs, agricultural waste and untreated sewage.

The ability to hunt faster and further for ever greater quantities of marine resources, and the growth in global population, of which more than 40 per cent more than the entire world population in the 1950s — now lives by the sea, means the oceans can no longer be treated as an unmanaged free-for-all.

Many fishermen's organisations, appalled by the collapse of stocks and the devastation of livelihoods are also demanding action. They also realise that the unfettered use of the drift net, the bottom trawl and the purse seine means there will be nothing of value left to catch in a few years' time.

The world summit meeting on sustainable development last year gave Governments, industry and civil society a blueprint for action. Among its recommendations is to restore fish stocks to healthy levels by 2015. It also called for the establishment of a global network of marine protected areas.

The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) recently warned that world fish demand will soar by 2020, with supplies straining to meet a growing hunger for seafood in China and other developing countries.

Chris Delgado, lead author of the report, Outlook for Fish to 2020, said the trends clearly showed that in 2020, developing countries would produce, consume and trade a greater share of the world's fish.

He said output from fish farming, or aquaculture, would have to soar to feed the expanding appetite because most of the wild fisheries were tapped to capacity or beyond.

"The seemingly inexhaustible oceans have proved to be finite after all," he said.

Landings of fish have levelled off since the mid-1980s, and many stocks are threatened due to overfishing spurred by enhanced technology.

The total world catch rose steadily for half a century, peaked in 1998 and is now on the decline.

"Yet the world's appetite for fish continues to grow, particularly as urban populations and incomes increase in developing countries," he said.

The Penang-based International Centre for Living Aquatic Resources Management (ICLARM) said the present world production of 90 million tonnes of fish would not be sufficient to meet the world's growing population. Another 40 million tonnes would be required by 2025.

For Malaysia, the Government's target under the Eighth Malaysia Plan is to obtain 60 per cent of fish for local consumption from the aquaculture sector.

Fish consumption per capita in Malaysia is rather high at 40kg per annum in 1998. The Department of Fisheries has projected this figure to increase to 60kg per year by 2010.

In Malaysia, aquaculture has arguably the greatest potential for sustainable development. The main source of fish supply in the future will be from this sub-sector as resources from the marine-capture fisheries are fast depleting.

It has been estimated that aquaculture production will increase fivefold by 2010.

The United Nations' Food and Agricultural Organisation estimated that a reduction of at least 30 per cent of world fishing capacity is needed to take the pressure off and to rebuild overfished resources.

As Toepfer said, it can no longer be a question of whether we need marine parks, but how many and how big. There is no point in having token havens, tiny islands of conservation in a sea of overexploitation.

Oceans are "the cradle of life" as Tennessee Williams once reminded us, but oceans today are in big trouble.

If things go on like before, our grandchildren may have to learn about turtles, dugongs and coral reefs at the knees of a history teacher, and we will have the unenviable task of explaining what a fish is.





__________________________________________________________________________________________

KBC

Govt can't meet seedlings demand

Web posted on:Saturday, November 01, 2003

By Tony Makokha & KNA 

An assistant minister of agriculture, Mr. George Khaniri has decried the inability for Kenya to meet the 14 million demand annually for tree seedlings saying that the country can only produce 3 million seedlings per year. 

He stressed that by enhancing tissue-culture and cloning techniques we can curb deforestation and boost reforestation using indigenous species threatened with extinction. 

Khaniri said that as such the government took a lot of interest on the role played by biotechnology for ehancing national development. 

Khaniri noted that Kenya and the world at large has recognised the potential role of biotechnology as a weapon to fight poverty, diseases and also in alleviating hunger. 

He made these remarks while opening the biosafety framework for Kenya workshop at a mombasa hotel this morning. 

The minister said that the governent has put in place a a biosafety framework which is sponsored by United Nations Environmental Program - UNEP among others whose work is to draft a national biotechnology and biosafety policy as well as a biosafety bill. 

A team of experts are drawn from key ministries like agriculture, health, trade and industry and Environment, regulatory bodies of the government research institutes and other supervisory bodies like Kenya Wildlife society to form what is known as the National Council for science and Technology. 

He appealed to participants who include the parliamentarians to be on the forefront in explaining the importance of biotechnology in poverty eradication to wananchi who believed that the foods genetically produced affected their health. 

He added that it was the obligation of the technology innovators that is the scientiests, producers of the genetic and the government to assure the public of the safety of the new foods as well as their adverse effect on the environment. 

The minister underscored the government's committment in conducting business in biotechnology in a transparent manner adding that the biosafety system that is enforceable by laws has been put in place.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BC Monitoring Middle East - Political

October 31, 2003, Friday

First Caspian Sea environment document to be signed by littoral states

      SOURCE: IRNA news agency, Tehran, in English 1216 gmt 31 Oct 03

      BODY:

      Excerpts of report in English by Iranian news agency IRNA

      Tehran, 31 October: The first document on the Caspian Sea environment protection is to be inked here

      Tuesday 4 November by the representatives of the littoral states.

      Director General of the Maritime Affairs of the Department of Environment Mohammad Sa'id Hoseyni in an

      interview with IRNA said the document would set an official framework for the establishment and promotion

      of the cooperation among the Caspian Sea littoral states to deal with the environmental issues.

      The measure would be a turning point as for the environment protection cooperation among the regional

      states on the Caspian, he noted. 

      Eight preliminary sessions had been previously held to forge a consensus among the relevant states on the

      clauses of the document, he added.

      The official reiterated that ministers of environment of all the Caspian sea littoral states would gather in

      Tehran next Tuesday to ink the first document on the Caspian Sea environment protection.

      On Monday, experts from the five states surrounding the Caspian Sea would hold expert talks to remove any

      ambiguities on the watershed document prior to its final signature, he explained.

      The official said the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

      would supervise the signing procedures.

      Ministers from Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, the Russian Federation, and Turkmenistan have already given

      their support for the document.

      The ground-breaking agreement, the first legally binding treaty on any subject to be adopted by the five

      neighbours, will coordinate regional efforts to reverse an environmental crisis brought about by habitat

      destruction, pollution and the over-exploitation of fish and other marine life.

      It is expected to promote the conservation of the largest freshwater lake in the world, said Sa'id Hoseyni

      adding that the Caspian Sea is now under severe stress from industrial pollution, toxic and radioactive

      wastes, agricultural run-off, sewage, and leaks from oil extraction and refining...

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC Monitoring International Reports 

November 1, 2003 

IRAN: CASPIAN SEA ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITION UNFAVOURABLE - OFFICIAL 

      Tehran, 1 November: Vice-President and Head of Department of Environment (DoE) Ma'sumeh Ebtekar here

      on Saturday (1 November), referred to the unfavourable condition of the Caspian Sea environment and

      called for urgent cooperation of the Caspian littoral states to tackle the problem. 

      Addressing reporters on the eve of signing of the first Caspian Sea environmental convention, she added

      that the document to be signed in Tehran by the five Caspian littoral states aims to stop pollution in the

      sea. 

      Turning to the process of drawing up the Caspian environmental convention (Tehran convention), she noted

      that the preliminary ideas on a legal framework for protection of the Caspian Sea environment initiated eight

      years ago. "The convention was eventually drawn up with joint cooperation and support of the United

      Nations Environmental Programme (UNIP) and other international bodies," she added. 

      The official reiterated that the pivotal point of the convention is related to protection of the marine

      environment and prevention of pollution in the Caspian Sea. 

      "In recent years, the Caspian Sea has been facing an unfavourable condition for various reasons such as the

      pollution arising from the industrial and urban sewage in the region, the waste-water produced by

      agricultural activities and pollution resulting from exploitation of oil wells," she added. 

      Unprecedented use of marine sources also contributes to damaging various noteworthy species of fauna

      including osseous and sturgeon fish. 

      "Migration of various species of sea creatures to the Caspian Sea, specially in recent years, has inflicted

      great damage on its food resources, such as the one harming the fishing trend of kilka fish. 

      "The issue of environmental pollution and damage in the 

      Caspian Sea is of great significance to the states bordering it, the entire Asian territory and even the

      international community. It has prompted a consensus for drawing up of the current convention," she added.

      Ebtekar further noted that to save the Caspian Sea from the present dilemma, both the littoral states and

      the international 

      "If Tehran convention is materialized it will leave its positive impacts on the Caspian littoral states as well as

      the region. 

      "Moreover, millions of individuals inhabiting the Caspian margins and whose life, health and livelihood are

      associated with the sea will benefit from this convention," she added. 

      The vice president hoped that an effective step will be taken towards improvement of the current situation

      through implementation of Tehran convention. 

      Source: IRNA news agency, Tehran, in English 1608 gmt 1 Nov 03

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse

October 31, 2003 Friday

UN OFFICIALS URGE CHINA TO ADOPT SUSTAINABLE INDUSTRIALIZATION

      DATELINE: BEIJING, Oct 31

      BODY:

      United Nations officials called for China to adopt a sustainable industrialization mode in Beijing yesterday,

      and Chinese officials agreed sustainable development was necessary for China "to build a well-off society".

      "China's performance in sustainable industrialization will not only determine the well being of its own people,

      but will have consequences for the whole planet," Executive Director of United Nations Environment

      Program, Klaus Topfer, said at the second annual meeting of the third China Council for International

      Cooperation on Environment and Development (CCICED), the Chinese government's senior advisory body on environment and development strategy.

      "China will shift to a sustainable industrialization mode which features technology, cost-effectiveness, low

      resource consumption, low pollution and good use of labor force," said Xie Zhenhua, director of China's State

      Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA). 

      Xie said a well-off society consists of economic development, political improvement, social stability and

      environmental precaution. Facing a degrading environment and drained resources accompanying a racing

      economy, China is making strides for change.

      Last year, China published laws and regulations regarding cleaner production, environmental impact

      assessment and radioactive pollution prevention.

      Emission fees also began to be levied by aggregate amount and environmental legislation, more forcefully

      enforced, has shut down companies that conducted illegal emissions.

      Meanwhile, around the country are springing up model provinces, cities and industrial parks for sustainable

      development and environmentally-friendly businesses, schools and communities.

      China's improvement is a great contribution to the global community, said Borge Brende, chairman of the UN

      Council for Sustainable Development.

      At the three-day conference which opened on October 30, the attendees offered various suggestions to the

      Chinese government.

      Brende suggested China pay special attention to its water pollution, saying "this is the problem which worries

      me most."

      Topfer recommended the Chinese government adopt cleaner production processes and link the industrial

      development with poverty eradication.

      Besides, the market mechanism should be widely used and environmental laws and regulations should be

      vigorously enforced.

      "China is entering a critical period of development. An incorrect growth strategy will lead to irretrievable

      damage to the environment. I'm happy to see the Chinese government, with the strong support of SEPA, is

      keenly aware of environmental challenges and making the right decision," said Paul Thibault, president of the

      Canadian International Development Agency and executive vice-chairman of CCICED.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

 Philippine Daily Inquirer

 November 1, 2003 

 SMALL SAMAR TOWN JUDGED ONE OF WORLD'S MOST LIVABLE AREAS 

      BYLINE: Vicente S. Labro, Calbiga, Samar 

      A SMALL, ancient town of Samar stole the limelight in this year's Nations in Bloom, a prestigious international  competition, when it won the contest and also got the coveted Bursary Award of 10,000 British pounds or  about P850,000. 

      Nations in Bloom is the world's only international competition for communities that focus on good

      environmental management and the enhancement of quality of life. Endorsed by the United Nations

      Environment Programme, it is also the largest international competition for livable communities. 

      Calbiga, a fourth class municipality, won the bronze in the Category A competition of communities having a

      population of 20,000 or less. The other finalists under this category were Largs (Scotland), Maze (Japan),

      Killarney (Ireland), Soldiers Point (Australia), Lochristie (Belgium) and Chelsea (Canada). A total of 25

      communities around the world made it to the finals from the original 236 entries coming from 15 countries.

      The competition was held at Apeldoorn, the Netherlands on Oct. 3 to 6. The awarding night was on Oct. 6. 

      Calbiga, however, bested all the other contestants and won the Bursary Award. The award aims to assist a

      project supporting the objectives of Nations in Bloom, which include the improvement of the quality of life

      through the creation of livable communities, the exchange of good practices relating to the management of

      the environment and the encouragement of new initiatives. 

      The Bursary Award, which was open to all those who took part in the Nations in Bloom competition, will be

      given to the winner only after the completion of its proposed project that has to be finished within 12

      months of the award. 

      The winning project 

      Calbiga's proposed project is a nature park that would rise in a three-hectare area inside the town's

      25-hectare Small Enterprise Park site in Barangay Bacyaran, which is between the national highway and the

      Calbiga River. The nature park will include a mini-zoo, a mini-forest, children's playground, an orchidarium and butterfly garden and miniatures of caves, waterfalls, rapids, the Calbiga River and the Maqueda Bay. 

      According to Calbiga Mayor Melchor F. Nacario, the nature park will not only provide enjoyable recreational

      experiences to the locals and visitors but will also enhance the municipal landscape to create an

      environment that generates civic pride. The estimated project cost was P1.69 million, the amount to be

      taken from the proceeds of the Bursary Awards with a counterpart fund from the municipality. 

      Joop and Rianne van Hezik of Ecotopia, a Dutch couple who has visited Calbiga many times before,

      nominated Calbiga to the Nations in Bloom. The couple also facilitated the airfare and accommodation of the

      Calbiga delegation headed by Mayor Nacario. 

      The other Calbiga delegates were Osmund Orlanes of Currents Foundation and Luzviminda Nacario, the

      mayor's wife, who works with the Department of the Interior and Local Government. 

      Nacario's 35-minute Powerpoint presentation for the Nation in Bloom competition, dubbed as "Our Struggle

      for a Livable Community,'' was focused on the initiatives of Calbiga in the areas of environmental

      enhancement, protection and preservation and the anti-mining advocacy where he himself has been in the

      forefront. 

      Calbiga, which is located along the national highway, is 52 kilometers from the provincial capital town of

      Catbalogan, Samar in the north and around 55 km from Tacloban City, the regional capital in the island of

      Leyte, in the south. 

      Endowed with natural wonders, Calbiga boasts of the Calbiga River, Calbiga Caves, the Lulugayan Falls, and

      the Literon Rapids, among others. All of these places are potential eco-tourism destinations. 

      Calbiga River, which runs 14 km from a lake in the forest down to the marine resource-rich Maqueda Bay,

      irrigates the farms, gives water to the homes and nourishes the lives of the Calbiganons. 

      The Calbiga Caves, a 2,968-hectare cave system which is dubbed as the biggest karst formation in the

      Philippines and one of the largest in East Asia, is located about six km away from the town proper. There are

      12 caves found within the cave system, which is now a protected area. 

      Italian speleologists who explored the caves in 1987 described the place as a truly exceptional

      hydro-geological area. The cave system swallows at least 20 important watercourses. A spring from the

      hydrological basin gives origin to Calbiga River, one of the big watercourses in Samar Island. 

      The hydrological basin, called Calidongan by the locals, is a round-shaped lake that overflows and provides

      water to the Calbiga River. This also gives birth to the spectacular Lulugayan Falls and the Literon Rapids,

      where the more adventurous ones can enjoy a 10-km, 22-layered white-water rafting. 

      Balance 

      During the presentation, Nacario also talked about how to balance man's economic needs with nature's

      ecological vulnerability, the involvement of the community in development efforts and their plans for the

      future, among others. 

      The mayor said that among the activities being undertaken by the people of Calbiga are reforestation of

      watershed areas, mangrove rehabilitation, river desiltation and erosion control, and sustained advocacy

      against illegal fishing and logging, among others. 

      But midway in the presentation, Orlanes took over to present the rich heritage of their hometown. He talked

      about the folk songs, dances, and poetry of Calbiga such as the "siday'' (poem) and the "harana'' (courtship

      song) and the plan of the municipal government to put up a museum where historical records would be kept

      for posterity. 

      Orlanes also mentioned the fiesta celebrations in Calbiga and its 41 villages, which in the past were

      highlighted by the "Sinulog,'' a street pageant depicting the raids conducted by pirates and slave hunters.

      Today, it is the Pahoy-pahoy (Scarecrow) Festival that adds color to the fiesta celebrations. 

      But what enthralled the audience during the presentation was when Orlanes and Mrs. Nacario presented to

      them live the Waray courtship dance-the "curacha.'' Although clapping was not allowed during the

      presentation, Mayor Nacario said the judges themselves led the audience in applauding the dance

      performance. 

      In closing his presentation, Nacario said: "People who live in so-called modern communities think us so

      impoverished and deprived. Our houses are not lined with aluminum sidings. Our snacks are not packaged in

      aluminum foils. Our drinks are not contained in aluminum cans. But we are not poor, nor deprived. We are

      sufficiently provided for by Mother Nature. We derive sustenance from our forests, our farms, our rivers and

      our seas. That's why we care for them, and take care not to abuse them. This is our livable community.'' 

      Standing ovation 

      When they finally received the award, the delegates from Calbiga were accorded a standing ovation by all

      the participants and the audience. Nacario said he dedicates the award to the people of Calbiga and the

      province of Samar and the country. 

      Alan Smith, the executive director of Nations in Bloom, cited Calbiga for having "faced an amazing challenge

      that typifies some of the critical factors facing communities that are rich in natural resources but have

      weaker economies. The community is attempting to change the traditional agricultural practices and has also

      banned mining in its land against great commercial pressures.'' 

      Philippine Ambassador to the Netherlands Romeo Arguelles also lauded Calbiga for winning the prestigious

      award. The ambassador attended the competition's opening day and the awards night. 

      Nacario thanked the Filipinos in the Netherlands who showed their unwavering support to the Calbiga

      delegation. The Filipino Catholic Community of Rotterdam even sponsored a cultural program to honor and

      support the Calbiga delegates. 

      The prestigious international award has placed this small town in Samar on the map of livable communities in

      the world. Calbiga, it seems, will continue to bloom as its people "work with the rhythms of nature'' in their

      pursuit of a better life.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Express 

October 31, 2003 

Customs body inks pact to protect ozone 

      The National Academy of Customs and Excise Narcotics has formally sealed a memorandum of understanding

      with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for checking the flow of ozone-depleting

      substances (ODS). With the signing of the MoU, the academy becomes the nodal agency in the Asia-Pacific

      region for imparting training to customs officials and stakeholders on "monitoring and control of ODS" in the

      global network. The agreement was initiated on August 26 and was signed here on Thursday. Customs

      academy director-general Praveen Talha said, "The agreement will only help us further what was originally

      laid down by the Montreal Protocol of 1987 to protect and save our ozone layer. Academy, by becoming a

      premier training institute for customs officials and other stakeholders, can effectively contribute to checking

      the illegal exchange of ODS." The Montreal Protocol is a multilateral environment agreement banning ODS

      through a comprehensive phase-out of its manufacture and consumption. It controls 96 chemicals and has

      184 signatories, including India. Rajendra Shende, UNEP head of the energy and ozone action unit, who

      came from Paris to exchange the MoU, said he was more impressed by New Delhi's compliance with the

      Protocol in comparison with the developed countries. "It's been 15 years since the Protocol was signed and

      India is far ahead in observing what was stipulated. We are also glad to notice that the ozone layer is on its

      way to recovery," he said, adding "the World Meteorological Organisation and Nasa too have confirmed that

      the levels of chlorine and fluorine constitution is declining."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

National Post (CANADA)

Kazakh dam spells doom for grossly polluted Aral Sea                                                                  

 Once-sparkling waters of the world's fourth largest lake now a saline paste:                                             

 Misguided conservation effort                                                       

 Peter Goodspeed                                                                     

Friday, October 31, 2003      

Ships lie stranded in the pesticide-laced sand of the Aral Sea. A Kazakhstan government plan to permanently cut the Aral Sea in two with a 12.7-kilometre dam  destroys any chance of restoring the lake's huge southern section.                                                       

 Turning its back on what is easily the  worst man-made ecological disaster in  history, the government of Kazakhstan has finally decided to doom the Aral Sea to extinction.                                                                         

 Desperate to salvage something from the  pesticide-laced saline paste that has replaced the once sparkling waters of the   fourth-largest lake in the world, Kazakhstan has opted to build a  12.7-kilometre dam across the northern tip of the Aral Sea, effectively amputating it from the rest of its dying   body.                                                                               

 The move is designed to raise water  levels in the much smaller North Aral Sea  and reverse, in at least one small area,  some of the environmental damage done by  decades of escalating degradation.                                                  

 In reality, the Kazakh dam project will  permanently cut the Aral Sea in two and  abandon all hope of ever restoring the  lake's huge southern section.                                                       

 Construction work has already begun on a  permanent dam to replace a temporary mud dike that was used in recent years to contain the waters of Syr Darya river. It  should be finished by the end of the  year.                                                                               

 Within four years of the new dam's  completion, officials hope water levels  in the North Aral Sea will rise by 40  metres. Within a decade, they think there  will be a significant reduction in the  northern sea's salinity and a return of  fish stocks and wildlife.                                                           

 By then, the rest of the Aral Sea should  be dead.                                                                            

 The huge, inland sea, which straddles the  central Asian republics of Kazakhstan and  Uzbekistan, was once larger than Lake  Huron, with 66,000 square kilometres of  sparkling, slightly brackish water.                                          

 It is now only about 20% of the size it  was in 1960, having lost 90% of its  volume in the last 40 years to massive  water diversion projects, farm irrigation  schemes and evaporation.                                                            

 The devastation that destroyed the Aral  Sea dates back to the Soviet era in the  1960s and 1970s, when Communist central  planners decided to turn great swaths of  central Asia's deserts into cotton and  rice farms and diverted the Amu Darya and  Syr Darya rivers into massive irrigation  projects.                                                                           

 The sudden alteration in the water flows  of rivers that had fed the Aral Sea for  thousands of years dramatically reduced  its level and nearly tripled salt  concentrations in the lake.                                                         

 By the 1980s, most fish in the lake had  died. The lake began to shrink, while  pesticide and fertilizer residues mixed  with salt polluted the lakebed with a  toxic, salty paste.                                                                 

 The sea's sudden transformation also had  an impact on local weather patterns,  resulting in colder winters and hotter,  drier summers.                                                                      

 Dust storms that whip across the dried-up  lakebed have deposited contaminated dust  as far away as Pakistan and the Arctic.

 Over time, the Aral Sea's lush watershed  has been turned into a desert lashed by  toxic dust storms that bring disease and  death.                                                                              

 Huge portions of the lake have dried up.   Ancient fishing villages that once lined  its shores are now 50 kilometres inland  and the people who live there are among  the sickest in the world.                                                           

 More than one million people in the Aral  Sea watershed are desperately ill,  suffering from the effects of high levels  of heavy metals, salts and toxic  pesticides.                                                                         

 Infant mortality rates are extremely  high. Kidney and liver diseases,  especially cancers, have increased by 30  times, arthritis by 60 times and chronic  bronchitis by 30 times their normal  levels.                                                                             

 The United Nations Environment Program  (UNEP) warns growing shortages of fresh  water in the Aral Sea watershed may even  lead to war.                                                                        

 "There have been reports of 'water  posses' making night raids along  borderland irrigation canals to combat  water poaching by other nationality  groups," one UNEP report says. "Since the  dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991,  fighting over water rights in the Aral  basin has occurred between Kyrgyz and  Uzbeks, Kyrgyz and Tajiks, and Turkmen  and Uzbeks. Water rights could become a  cause of interstate conflict."                                                      

 Without concerted action to preserve and  restore the Aral Sea's watershed, the sea  itself could disappear by 2020, the UN  group predicted two years ago.                                                      

 By moving to salvage the northern tip of  the sea, near the Syr Darya river's  delta, Kazakhstan is helping to bring  about that prediction.                                                              

 The only other source of water to  replenish the Aral Sea comes from Central  Asia's other great river, the Amu Darya,  which once supplied the lake with more  than twice the inflow of the Syr Darya.                                             

 Only now, no water from the Amu Darya  reaches the sea.                                                                    

 It's regularly siphoned off for                                                     

 irrigation projects in neighbouring                                                 

 Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan.                                            

 pgoodspeed@nationalpost.com                                                         

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

Water Shortages May Make Africa More Aid Dependent 

  NAIROBI - Scientists warned on Sunday that growing water shortages across Africa could drive the continent into greater  reliance on food aid over the next two decades. 

  Issuing their warning ahead of a water conference in Nairobi, experts said that by 2025 as many as 523 million people in  Africa may be without access to clean water, while farmers would not have enough water for their crops. 

  The shortages in Africa are part of a global trend in increasing water consumption, but the increase in household water  consumption on the continent will be proportionally the highest of any region in the world. 

  Africa will face a 23 percent shortfall in crop yields due to insufficient water supplies, while cereal imports will have to  more than triple to 35 million tons in the next 23 years to keep pace with demand, increasing reliance on food aid, the  experts said. 

  "The crisis has to be addressed comprehensively at all levels, from the way farmers use water to international policy  decisions that affect reforms and investments in water management and infrastructure," said Professor Frank Rijsberman,  chairman of the Challenge Program on Water and Food Consortium, a group of scientists and policymakers researching  water scarcity. 

  Rijsberman's statement said that the number of people in Africa without access to clean water will more than double to  401 million by 2025, rising to 523 million under a worst-case scenario. 

  The meeting starting in Nairobi on Sunday will also discuss the impact of rules set by the World Trade Organization on  water use, as well as ways to improve farming to use water more efficiently. 

  "Agricultural subsidies in North America and Europe determine where food is grown and policy decisions taken in the  World Trade Organization are possibly the single most dominant factor shaping the global demand for food and  consequently the amount of water required to grow that food," Rijsberman said. 

  Story Date: 3/11/2003 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Thirsty Africa faces food crisis 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     The spectre of famine and reliance on outside help could soon threaten large parts of Africa, scientists believe. 

     They think increasing water scarcity may leave much of the continent not only  thirsty, but without enough water to grow sufficient food for its needs. 

     On present trends, they expect one in three of the world's people will be affected by water shortages in 2025. 

     The annual crop loss across Africa could be as much as the entire grain harvest produced by the US and India. 

     The scientists, from the Consultative Group on International Agricultural  Research (CGIAR), were speaking at the launch of the group's Challenge  Programme on Water and Food. 

     The programme is trying to find ways to improve the management of available  water, and will work on technologies to increase crop yields while cutting the amount of water needed. 

     Food beyond reach 

     Answers are likely to include higher-yielding crops which are more resistant to drought, and farming methods that combine agriculture with fish-farming. 

     CGIAR says water scarcity projections for Africa south of the Sahara suggest household water consumption there will by 2025 show the highest proportional  increase of any world region. 

     With "business as usual" policies and investments, the group says, the number of Africans without access to clean water will more than double to 401 million,  though at worst the total could be 523 million people. 

     CGIAR says: "The region will face a 23% shortfall in crop yields because of  insufficient water supply, and cereal imports will have to more than triple to 35  million tons in the next 23 years to keep pace with demand. 

     "Under these conditions, many poorer African countries will be unable to  finance the required imports of food, leading to rising levels of hunger and  malnutrition and greater dependence on international financial support or food aid." 

     Professor Frank Rijsberman of CGIAR said: "If present trends continue, the livelihoods of one-third of the world's population will be affected by water scarcity by 2025. We could be facing annual losses equivalent to the entire  grain crops of India and the US combined. 

     Nature squeezed out 

     "Agricultural subsidies in North America and Europe determine where food is grown, and policy decisions taken in the World Trade Organisation are possibly  the single most dominant factor shaping the global demand for food and consequently the amount of water required to grow that food... 

     "We have to make this issue is everyone's business because it will affect everyone's future." 

     Globally, agriculture consumes about 70% of the world's fresh water, and  nearly 90% in developing countries. 

     CGIAR says this is sharpening competition between farmers' needs and those of the natural world. In the last 50 years, 40% of the world's wetlands have been lost. 

     Critical eye 

     Its researchers will be working in nine large river basins in Africa, Asia and Latin America, using them as "living laboratories" to test their findings. 

     One research project already approved will examine how to improve barley  varieties in Ethiopia, and another will work on ways to use floodwaters for  breeding fish, to improve people's nutrition and tackle poverty. 

     This project will include the Indus-Ganges and Mekong basins in Asia, and the Niger in Africa. 

     A CGIAR team will also analyse India's huge national river-linking project, a $120bn scheme which aims by 2016 to link 37 rivers and channel water from  the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna basin to drought-affected parts of western  India. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

UN Cultivates 2004 as The International Year of Rice 

                      NEW YORK, New York, October 31, 2003 (ENS) - Under the motto Rice is  Life, the United Nations is sponsoring an international drive next year to  increase the production of rice, the staple food for about half the world's  people. 

                      Declaring 2004 the International Year of Rice, UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Director-General Dr. Jacques Diouf today told UN delegates at the organization's New York headquarters that the world  population continues to grow, but land and water resources for rice production are diminishing. 

                      Calling rice "a symbol of cultural identity and global unity," Dr. Diouf told UN delegates today how the grain shapes religious observances, festivals,  customs, cuisine and celebrations around the world. 

                      Rice cultivation and  post-harvest activities  provide employment for several hundred million                      people in rural areas,  particularly in developing countries. 

                      Ninety percent of the world’s rice is grown and consumed in Asia, but rice is the most rapidly growing food source in Africa and has a major influence on  human nutrition and food security all over the world. 

                      "Almost a billion households in Asia, Africa and the Americas depend on rice systems for their main source of employment and livelihood," Dr. Diouf told UN delegates. 

                      "About four-fifths of the world's rice is produced by small-scale farmers and is consumed locally. Rice systems support a wide variety of plants and animals,  which also help supplement rural diets and incomes." Therefore, said Dr. Diouf, "rice is on the frontline in the fight against world hunger and poverty." 

                      Of the 840 million people still suffering from chronic hunger, over 50 percent live in areas dependent on rice production for food, income and employment. Now is the time, Dr. Diouf urged, for the global community to work together to  increase sustainable rice production to benefit "farmers, women, children and                      especially the poor. 

                      "We aim to engage the entire community of stakeholders, from rural farmers to  the scientific institutions that mapped the rice genome, in the mission to increase rice production in a manner that promotes sustainability and equity,"  he said. 

                                           A proposal sponsored by the Philippines and signed by 43 other UN member countries,                                           citing a "pending crisis" in rice production has prompted the United Nations for the first time  to set aside an entire year for a focus on one  crop. 

                      The FAO chief views the International Year of Rice 2004 as a "powerful opportunity" for the global community to implement initiatives aimed at promoting sustainable agricultural development that have already been declared. "The Year of Rice will act as a catalyst for country driven programs  throughout the world," said Diouf. 

                      Many UN member countries have already formed national committees for the  International Year of Rice to manifest the international vision of more rice filling now empty bowls. 

                      The strategy of concentrating on rice for a year has been successful in the  past. Just after World War II, rapid population growth coupled with slow rice  production led experts to predict starvation in Asia. 

                      On its own without the participation of other UN agencies, the FAO declared 1966 the Year of Rice. Diouf says countries took measures to improve production, marketing, milling and nutrition. Conferences were organized and scientific research stimulated. 

                      This focus resulted in the so-called Green Revolution, a term coined in 1968 by then U.S. Agency for International Development Director William Gaud for  the movement to increase yields with new crop cultivars, irrigation, fertilizers,  pesticides, and mechanization. Some of these methods, while raising rice                      yields, created environmental problems such as water depletion and contamination. 

                      Diouf pointed out that the first rapid increases in yield have now diminished. "While the Green Revolution of the 1970s greatly alleviated the global burden  of hunger in some parts of the world, these benefits have been leveling off,"  he said. 

                      The 2004 campaign, too, will seek to propel  increased research and application of improved methodologies for rice cultivation. A scientific contest will be held, along with regional and international conferences. 

                      At the 31st North American - European Union Agricultural Conference held last week in Spain, David King, secretary general of the International Federation of Agricultural Producers said world rice prices are stable and world rice production increased by about three percent in 2003 owing to good  monsoon rains. 

                      Rice production in India was up by 14 percent this year, and rice production in Thailand increased by four percent to a new record, King said. 

                      But some of Asia's other monsoon countries suffered from typhoons and  flooding, he said. In rice dependent China, rice production fell by one percent.

                      Cold, overcast weather in Japan resulted in a poor growing season in that country, said King, and this was accentuated by a government policy towards liberalizing the rice market. Rice production in Japan fell by seven percent in  2003. 

                      FAO figures show that by 2030 total demand for rice will be three percent  higher than the annual amounts produced between 1997 and 1999. 

                      Thirty Filipino researchers working to conserve traditional varieties of rice have won for the third consecutive year the world’s most prestigious award for a scientific support team in publicly funded agricultural research. 

                      The award was announced Wednesday at the annual general meeting in Nairobi of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research  (CGIAR), which each year presents the CGIAR Excellence in Science Awards. 

                                                This year’s winners are responsible for  maintaining and making accessible to                                                farmers, plant breeders and other scientists the world’s most comprehensive collection of rice genetic resources - about 110,000  samples of traditional and modern varieties of cultivated rice, as well as wild species. 

                                                The winning team of scientists works in the Genetic Resources Center (GRC) at                                                the International Rice Research Institute in Los Baños, Philippines which manages the International Rice                      Genebank. 

                      The genebank houses a wealth of rice diversity bred by farmers over thousands of years of agriculture. In addition to preserving seed samples in cold storage, the genebank multiplies them to keep the collection viable and fill requests for samples. 

                      “We aim to protect traditional varieties of rice so that they can be used to help  poor rice farmers throughout the world,” said Ruaraidh Sackville Hamilton,  head of the GRC. “We are open to any nation, including those who do not deposit their traditional varieties with us, provided they agree not to infringe                      the sovereign rights of nations over their biodiversity.” 

                      Since 1986, the genebank has distributed some 250,000 seed samples, facilitating the free movement of germplasm among 96 countries. This includes repatriating more than 32,000 rice samples to 34 countries of origin. 

                      The 2004 International Year of Rice is seen as a crucial effort to feed a burgeoning world population. “Today, rice feeds nearly three billion people,  or almost half the world’s population,” said International Rice Research Institute spokesman Duncan Macintosh. “By 2015," he predicted, "that                      number will shoot up to 4.6 billion people.”

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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General Environmental news

African, Islamic banks to fund dam studies in Niger 

Niamey, Niger (PANA) - The African Development Bank (ADB) and the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) have accepted to fund the technical and environmental studies for the Kandaji Dam project on the Niger River, an official of the project has disclosed. The project's high commissioner, Almoustapha Garba, told a local radio here Sunday that the studies would start early 2004 and last for 12 months. He said there would be an expected to pledge their contributions to the project. During the first meeting of donors in October 2002 in Niamey, Niger's partners renewed their commitment to contribute towards funding the project. The Kandaji Dam, located 150 km north-west of Niamey upstream the Niger River, is estimated to cost US$200 million, and would enable Niger to generate sufficient electric power and regenerate the ecosystems in the Niger River valley, degraded by adverse climatic conditions.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng018999&dte=02/11/2003
Senegal seeks Romanian help in coastal protection 

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Senegalese President Abdoulaye Wade and his guest Ion Iliescu of Romania on Saturday officially launched works for the consolidation of the western coastal road in Dakar against coastal erosion. "For 50 years, people have exploited sand from the coast to construct the city of Dakar," said Wade, adding that negative human activities and sea waves caused further damage to the coast. Last June, Romania and Senegal signed an environment protection and water resources management agreement under which the former Eastern bloc country will help to combat coastal erosion at the "Millennium Gate", one of the places of attraction built in Dakar since Wade assumed power in early 2000. Under that accord, Romania will also assist Senegal in the management of protected areas, solid, liquid and dangerous wastes, as well as in flood prevention and management. In Senegal, it plans to build a coastal protection facility with a breakwater to stop the tide, reinforce the cliff face and establish a surface water drainage system. Romania will fully finance the US$1 million pilot project for the consolidation and protection system against coastal erosion. Wade told his Romanian counterpart that coastal erosion threatens the entire city of Dakar and other urban centres

along the small coast.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng018955&dte=02/11/2003
Extraordinary session of IOC ministers ends in Moroni 

Moroni, Comoros (PANA) - Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) ministers, who held a two-day meeting here to discuss oil pollution problems around their territorial waters, have decided to set up a regional centre for the co-ordination of the IOC Plan against the problem in Madagascar. This landmark decision was made Friday following the signing by this extraordinary session of a memorandum of understanding concerning the regional plan against oil pollution in the southwestern part of the Indian Ocean. The Moroni session commended the role assigned to the regional organization by the UN to serve as a centre for coordinating the actions of small island nations from the Mediterranean Sea to the Atlantic Ocean, including those of the Indian Ocean. An international meeting on the developing island nations is slated for September 2004 in Mauritius.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng018913&dte=01/11/2003
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UN or UNEP in the news

PREMIER Wen: China aims at sustainable development

Xinhua, October 31, 20093 - China - ... officials and academics as its members, including Klaus Topfer, deputy

secretary-general of the United Nations and executive director of the UN's Environment ... 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2003-10/31/content_1153691.htm 

Customs Body Inks Pact To Protect Ozone
Financial Express, Oct 31, 2003, OUR BUREAU, NEW DELHI, OCT 31:  The National Academy of Customs and Excise Narcotics has formally sealed a memorandum of understanding with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for checking the flow of ozone-depleting substances (ODS).

http://www.financialexpress.com/fe_full_story.php?content_id=45230 

First Caspian environment document inked by surrounding countries
Payvand, Iran - 31 Oct 2003 - The first document on the Caspian Sea environment protection is to be inked in Tehran on Tuesday by the representatives of the littoral states, IRNA reported.
… The official said the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) would supervise the signing procedures. 
Ministers from Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, the Russian Federation, and Turkmenistan have already given their support for the document. 

http://www.payvand.com/news/03/oct/1194.html 

General Environment News – China Office

Business sharpens environment watch
China Daily and China Environment News 2003-11-03- China will step up co-operation and exchanges with international communities on environmental issues and adhere to sustainable industrialization practices to achieve coordinated development of man and nature. That statement was made by Vice-Premier Zeng Peiyan during a speech at the annual meeting of the China Council for International Co-operation on the Environment and Development which closed in Beijing over the weekend. 

http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/en/doc/2003-11/03/content_277723.htm
Cities face water crisis
China Daily 2003-11-03, Over half of China's 668 cities are facing severe shortages of adequate underground water. 

Illnesses related to unhygienic water still exist in many areas, leaving over 70 million people using sub-standard underground water, according to a recent report from the Ministry of Land and Resources. 

http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/en/doc/2003-11/03/content_277743.htm
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*
In letter to staff, Annan outlines steps to improve security for UN worldwide

*
New UN anti-corruption treaty helps the poor – Annan

*
General Assembly approves international treaty against corruption

*
IAEA says verification of nuclear activities in Iran making ‘good progress’

*
UN declares 2004 the International Year of Rice

*
DR of the Congo: UN agency mission finds serious humanitarian needs in east

*
Security Council studying report on gem and mineral plunder in DR of Congo

*
UN envoy calls for donors to help Cameroon and Nigeria solve border dispute

*
Sierra Leonean refugees returning home from Liberia – UN agency

*
UN expert on human rights defenders to visit Turkey

*
Myanmar: UN human rights observer to make six-day tour

*
Afghanistan at ‘critical juncture’, UN sanctions committee chairman says

*
UN transfers mortal remains to Kosovan families for re-burial

* * * *

UN security

31 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan announced today that he was appointing an independent team of experts to “review the responsibilities of key individuals for the lack of preventive and mitigating actions before the attack on 19 August” which killed 22 persons in the UN headquarters in Baghdad and left scores wounded.

The Secretary-General announced the panel in a letter to all UN staff in which he promised to do his “utmost to ensure that such failures are not repeated either in Iraq or elsewhere.” Besides the work of the panel, he said he would personally review “the serious weaknesses that have been revealed in the management of our security system.” The letter also outlined steps he had taken immediately after the bombing. 

Mr. Annan indicated that his letter to staff was in response to the report of a UN-commissioned panel to investigate the bombings – led by Martti Ahtisaari, a former President of Finland – which found the UN security systems to be “dysfunctional” and lacking in accountability.

Mr. Annan’s letter, addressed to “Dear Colleagues,” said, “Like all of you, I am gravely concerned at the findings of the Independent Panel which I appointed, after the disaster of 19 August, to look into the safety and security of UN personnel in Iraq. The Panel’s report reveals serious shortcomings in our provision of security to UN staff in Iraq.

“We owe it to all those affected by the attack on our Baghdad headquarters – the dead, the injured, the survivors, and their families – to do our utmost to ensure that such failures are not repeated, either in Iraq or elsewhere. Indeed, we also owe that to ourselves and to each other.”

Mr. Annan said, “I am appointing an independent team of experts to review the responsibilities of key individuals for the lack of preventive and mitigating actions before the attack on 19 August.

“Secondly, I am reviewing the serious weaknesses that have been revealed in the management of our security system,” he said.

The letter outlined other investigations and reviews he ordered immediately after the bombings, saying that the Ahtisaari report would help their work, and he reported that he had ordered the remaining international staff in Baghdad to relocate temporarily for consultations with security staff from UN Headquarters in New York. The relocation of the Baghdad staff had been announced yesterday.

Mr. Annan said, “As Secretary-General, I will spare no effort in acting on the conclusions of the Panel’s report. I deeply regret the systemic failures that it has revealed, and I look forward to your support in our endeavours to rectify them.”

* * * 

Anti-corruption treaty

31 October – With the United Nations General Assembly set to adopt a new treaty against corruption, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the accord, saying that it enjoins governments to return stolen assets to the countries that own them and, if fully enforced, removes one of the biggest obstacles to development.

“Corruption hurts the poor disproportionately – by diverting funds intended for development, undermining a government’s ability to provide basic services, feeding inequality and injustice, and discouraging foreign investment and aid,” he told the Assembly of the UN Convention against Corruption. “Corruption is a key element in economic under-performance and a major obstacle to poverty alleviation and development.”

Negotiating the new convention and adopting it were “remarkable” achievements and the accord complemented another landmark instrument, the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, which entered into force a month ago, he said.

The anti-corruption treaty “makes a major breakthrough by requiring Member States to return assets obtained through corruption to the country from which they were stolen,” he said.

“Corrupt officials will, in future, find fewer ways to hide their illicit gains. This is a particularly important issue for many developing countries where corrupt officials have plundered the national wealth and where new governments badly need resources to reconstruct and rehabilitate their societies.”

The convention, which took 130 UN member delegations two years to draft, has 71 articles covering topics that include public procurement, bribery, illicit enrichment, embezzlement, misappropriation, money-laundering, protection of whistle-blowers, freezing of assets and cooperation between states.

It calls on governments to establish in their national laws a long statute of limitations for prosecuting cases and to enable themselves to suspend the statute “where the alleged offender has evaded the administration of justice.”

“If fully enforced, this new instrument can make a real difference to the quality of life of millions of people around the world. And by removing one of the biggest obstacles to development, it can help us achieve the Millennium Development Goals,” Mr. Annan said, referring to the eight guidelines to halve extreme poverty by 2015.

Mr. Annan also paid special tribute to the late chairman of the drafting committee, Colombian Ambassador Hector Charry Samper. “I am sure you all share my sorrow that he is no longer with us to celebrate this great success.”

* * *

Anti-corruption treaty

31 October – The United Nations General Assembly today approved the first internationally negotiated treaty against corruption, which includes a clause saying governments had to repatriate any stolen assets bought under their jurisdiction.

The treaty will be opened for signature at a High-level Political Signing Conference from 9 to 11 December in Merida, Mexico, and will enter into force – or become a part of international law – 90 days after the thirtieth country deposits its instrument of ratification.

In taking this action and setting the stage for national and international efforts to fight the scourge of corruption, the United Nations had witnessed a momentous day in its history, the acting chairperson of the Ad Hoc Committee charged with negotiating the convention, Jordanian Ambassador Muhyieddeen Touq, told a press conference at UN Headquarters in New York.

A large number of countries had participated in the negotiations and it should be easily ratified, said Mr. Touq, who is ambassador to Austria.

He said he believed the Convention would inspire the start of a fight against corruption, making the world more liveable and contributing to global economic development and good governance.

Joining Ambassador Touq at the briefing was Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, who said, “The convention has teeth.”

It had strong language, many binding paragraphs and dealt with law enforcement and criminal justice, as well as prevention and technical assistance, he said.

The provision on repatriating stolen or illegally appropriated assets was a major breakthrough that would act as a deterrent for potential perpetrators, Mr. Costa noted. Other new elements covered the funding of political parties and electoral processes and the use of electronic methods for investigations and asset recovery.

Asked if the convention would apply retroactively, Mr. Costa said it would not, but it would be immediately binding as soon as it was ratified. The United Nations would assist countries that needed help in arranging their ratification and creating or reworking domestic legislation.

* * *

Iran

31 October – The head of the United Nations nuclear watchdog agency said today that its verification work in Iran is making “good progress” a week after Tehran turned over a dossier on its nuclear activities.

Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), said he would report on the Agency’s findings on Iran to the IAEA’s Board of Governors later in November. That Board had given Iran until today to comply with requests for information on its nuclear programmes. On 23 October Iran sent to Mr. ElBaradei a dossier on its nuclear activities.

In a statement released from the IAEA’s Vienna headquarters today, Mr. ElBaradei said that after receiving the packet, “We immediately started an intensive verification process and are making good progress.”

Mr. ElBaradei added that the Agency’s inspectors “are currently in Iran visiting sites, interviewing key personnel and taking samples with a view to verifying the accuracy and completeness of this declaration.”

He said he also had been informed that by next week Iran would formally comply with an additional protocol on nuclear issues.

“When this happens,” he said, “it will be a very positive step forward, particularly in terms of enabling us to effectively regulate all future nuclear activities in Iran.”

* * * 

International Year of Rice

31 October – In a major effort to spotlight a commodity whose production is failing to keep up with population growth, the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) today declared 2004 the International Year of Rice.

“Almost a billion households in Asia, Africa and the Americas depend on rice systems for their main source of employment and livelihood,” FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf said in launching the Year, the slogan for which is “Rice is life.”
While the world’s population was continuing to grow, however, land and water for rice production were diminishing and “its production is facing serious constraints,” he said.

“The Year of Rice will act as a catalyst for country-driven programmes throughout the world,” he said. “We aim to engage the entire community of stakeholders, from rural farmers to the scientific institutions that mapped the rice genome, in the mission to increase rice production in a manner that promotes sustainability and equity.”

Rice is the most rapidly growing food source in Africa and has a major influence on human nutrition and food security all over the world.

“About four-fifths of the world’s rice is produced by small-scale farmers and is consumed locally. Rice systems support a wide variety of plants and animals, which also help supplement rural diets and incomes. Rice is therefore on the frontline in the fight against world hunger and poverty,” the FAO Director-General said.
The Year was declared in response to a proposal by 44 UN Member States submitted last year, noting a “pending crisis” in rice production even though rapid increases in the last three decades had contributed significantly to improving world food security. Of the 840 million people still suffering from chronic hunger, over half lived in areas dependent on rice production for food, income and employment, it said.

FAO Assistant Director-General Michel Savini, speaking at a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York held in conjunction with the launch of the Year, said the decision to dedicate next year to rice was an indication of the important role its sustainable production could play in achieving the Millennium Development Goals on the eradication of hunger and poverty.

Rice was a staple food for more than half of the world’s population and it provided 20 per cent of the world’s dietary supply, as opposed to just 19 per cent for wheat and 5 per cent for maize, Mr. Savini said. However, even as the world’s population continued to increase, rice production was competing for land and water with other users such as urban development.

Almost one billion households in Africa, Asia and the Americas depended on rice production systems as their main source of employment and livelihood, he added, and he hoped that the Year would act as a “catalyst” for countries to increase their production of the commodity in a “sustainable way that would benefit farmers, women, children and especially the poor.”

* * *

DR of Congo

31 October – A recent assessment by United Nations relief agencies has found widespread humanitarian needs in the South Kivu province of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.

In a statement issued in New York, OCHA said the assessment mission spent five days last week visiting the region from Uvira to Fizi in South Kivu province, in the east of the DRC.

The mission was conducted by OCHA, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the World Food Programme (WFP), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

It reported that the priorities for help were protection and security, water, health and food security.

The mission found that while residents of the region felt a greater sense of security, they were still apprehensive about hostilities resuming, given the range of armed groups that were present.

Many residents were reluctant to resume cultivation of their fields, despite the fertile conditions, because of fears that any crops would be stolen by armed groups. As a result, the mission found malnutrition was “clearly visible,” according to OCHA’s statement.

The mission’s final report is due to be issued next week. A coordination meeting between UN agencies and non-governmental organizations will follow to determine what action should be taken.

Also in New York today, a UN spokesperson said that the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) reported that fighting has broken out near the town of Tchomia, southeast of Bunia, in the Lake Albert region.

MONUC reported that combatants from the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC) attacked members of PUSIC, a splinter group. MONUC then air-dropped a company into the area and reported it had brought the situation under control. Thirty UPC combatants have since been detained for further investigation.

* * *

DR of Congo

31 October – The United Nations Security Council is studying a draft statement on the plundering of gems and minerals in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and intends to discuss it next month, a UN spokesperson said today.

On Wednesday, the fourth and last report from the Council’s Panel of Experts on the Illegal Exploitation of Natural Resources and Other Forms of Wealth of the DRC was made public. In it, the experts said, “illegal exploitation remains one of the main sources of funding for groups involved in perpetuating conflict.” The report also called for more transparency by local and international companies, which the Panel had previously identified as either directly or indirectly involved in the continuation of the fighting.

Yesterday the panel’s chairman, Mahmoud Kassem of Egypt, briefed the Council on the report.

“Ambassador Kassem discussed the group’s efforts to obtain satisfactory resolutions to cases in which it had previously identified companies or individuals as participating in the exploitation of the DRC’s resources, and also suggested ideas for follow-up now that the panel’s mandate has ended,” said the spokesperson, Marie Okabe.

“Council members received a draft Presidential Statement about the panel’s last report, submitted by France, which they expect to discuss further next month,” Ms. Okabe added.

* * *

Cameroon/Nigeria

31 October – The United Nations envoy for West Africa has called on the international community to donate more money to help Cameroon and Nigeria peacefully resolve their border dispute.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah of Mauritania, told a UN-chaired panel that although some positive responses had been received from donors, much more was needed.

Mr. Ould-Abdallah was speaking in Abuja, Nigeria, at the just-concluded two-day meeting this week of the Mixed Commission – set up last year by the UN to help resolve the border dispute between Cameroon and Nigeria.

“The irony is that if they had chosen the other way and waged war, the international community would more readily spend hundreds of millions of dollars on humanitarian relief and other operations in Cameroon and Nigeria than spend today a considerably lesser amount for demarcating their border,” he told the panel.

At the end of the meeting, Mr. Ould-Abdallah hailed the spirit of collaboration between the two countries during the talks. The next meeting will be held in Yaounde, Cameroon, in December.

* * *
Sierra Leone

31 October – The United Nations refugee agency today reported the repatriation, from Liberia, of the first group of Sierra Leoneans to return to their home country since the signing of a truce in August between the Liberian Government and two rebel groups.

In a briefing to reporters in Geneva, Kris Janowski, a spokesman for the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), said the agency had airlifted 10 Sierra Leonean families into the capital Freetown on Wednesday.

The returnees had been living in camps around the Liberian capital, Monrovia. Arriving at the airport in Freetown, they were briefed by UNHCR and its government counterpart, the National Commission for Social Action, on what to do for the rest of their journey home. Experts from the International Committee of the Red Cross and Save the Children were also present to provide assistance like food and water, Mr. Janowski said.

The returnees received a repatriation package with relief items, a transport allowance of about $9 and a four-month food ration before leaving for their home on convoys organized by UNHCR and its German partner agency, GTZ, Mr. Janowski said.

He said UNHCR is working with the World Food Programme (WFP) to organize twice-weekly flights for up to 40 Sierra Leonean refugees in Liberia per week.

According to UNHCR, there are still some 14,000 Sierra Leonean refugees living in Liberia’s camps. Since 2001, close to 66,300 refugees have gone back to Sierra Leone from Liberia with UNHCR assistance. This year, despite the recurring fighting, the agency has helped more than 4,000 Sierra Leonean refugees to return home by sea and air, Mr. Janowski said.

* * * 

Turkey

31 October – The United Nations expert specializing on the protection of human rights defenders is scheduled to visit Turkey in December at the invitation of the Ankara government.

The Special Representative of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Hina Jilani, will visit four areas in Turkey and speak with government leaders and members of non-governmental organizations.

Ms. Jilani’s visit is intended to assess the situation of human rights defenders in the country, and specifically the legal framework in which they work, according to a news release from the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

She will present the findings and recommendations of her visit in a report to the UN Commission on Human Rights.

Ms. Jilani, an advocate at the Supreme Court of Pakistan, was appointed Special Representative in August 2000. This will be her sixth country visit.

* * *

Myanmar

31 October – A United Nations expert will travel to Myanmar next week to assess developments in human rights in the Asian country since his last visit in March.

Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, the Special Rapporteur of the UN Commission on Human Rights on the situation in Myanmar, has been invited by the Government to visit from 3 to 8 November.

Mr. Pinheiro will present preliminary observations from his visit, as well as an interim report from July, to the General Assembly on 12 November.

* * *

Afghanistan

31 October – The head of a United Nations committee overseeing sanctions against Al-Qaida and the Taliban, just back from a tour of the Middle East and Asia, said today that Afghanistan was at a “critical juncture” in its battle against “enormous challenges and threats.”

Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile told a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York that he and the members of the UN Security Council’s sanctions committee “feel that Afghanistan is at a critical juncture in terms of advancing towards normalcy and stability and facing enormous challenges and threats.”

The committee is charged with overseeing an arms embargo, a travel ban, and the freezing of the assets of individuals on its consolidated list of persons associated with the two groups.

Ambassador Muñoz, who toured Afghanistan and it neighbours, plus some Arab, Asian and European capitals, said that in Kabul he had visited Afghan Government leaders, including the President Hamid Karzai, plus foreign advisers, military officers, and members of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA). All had agreed, he said, that the major threats facing Afghanistan were terrorism, factionalism and drug trafficking.

“First and foremost,” he said, was “terrorism on the part of the Al-Qaida remnants, particularly in the south of the country.”

He said another problem was “factionalism, particularly in the north on the part of warlords who want to keep their small parcels of power, land and their small private armies, and obviously do not necessarily like the idea of a central state.”

Mr. Muñoz also said the increased drug production and drug trafficking linked to Al-Qaida linked rather through the Taliban.

“There is indeed a growing alliance a between the Taliban and drug traffickers,” he said. “The Taliban are getting funding by letting through the drug traffickers and are also purchasing arms in exchange for drugs.”

Mr. Muñoz said “all my interlocutors agreed” that in answer to these problems, “what was needed was a stronger, a more robust, viable state, that could overcome the instability.”

“You need in essence,” he said, “stronger central and local institutions.”

* * *

Kosovo

31 October – The United Nations office responsible for missing persons and forensics in Kosovo said today it was informing Kosovan families about the recent transfer of mortal remains from Serbia.

The Office on Missing Persons and Forensics (OMPF), in cooperation with the UN civilian police’s Missing Persons Unit, is handing over a group of 33 mortal remains from Meja for group re-burial on Sunday.

The UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) said in Pristina that there would be an additional handover tomorrow of three separate sets of mortal remains to family representatives.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for  the Secretary-General, and Michéle Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Associate Spokesperson

           Good afternoon.

           **Guests at Noon

           Joining us in a few minutes are Michel Savini, Assistant Director-General of the UN Food and Agriculture

     Organization (FAO), and Mahmoud Solh, Director of FAO’s Plant Production and Protection Division and Chairman of   the Steering Committee of the International Rice Commission.  They are here to launch the International Year of Rice,    which will be observed next year, 2004.  The two gentlemen will join me up here as soon as we’re finished with the  briefing.

           **Security Council

           Here at Headquarters, there are no Security Council consultations or meetings scheduled for today, the last

     day of the United States presidency of the Council.  Starting tomorrow, Ambassador Ismael Abraão Gaspar Martins of  Angola will take over as the President of the Council for the month of November.

           Yesterday afternoon, the Security Council held consultations in which it received a briefing on the final report  of the expert panel dealing with the exploitation of natural resources and other forms of wealth in the Democratic  Republic of the Congo by that panel’s Chairman, Mahmoud Kassem.

           Ambassador Kassem discussed the group’s efforts to obtain satisfactory resolutions to cases in which it had  previously identified companies or individuals as participating in the exploitation of the DRC’s resources, and also  suggested ideas for follow-up now that the panel’s mandate has ended.

           Council members received a draft presidential statement about the panel’s last report, submitted by France,

     which they expect to discuss further next month.  Council members also received a draft resolution on the Road Map  for the Middle East, submitted by Russia, which may also be discussed further next week.

           And the last Security Council-related matter is, as you know, the Security Council mission to Afghanistan led by German Ambassador Gunter Pleuger will be leaving this evening headed towards Kabul.

           **Iran-IAEA

           Turning to Iran now, Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),  today said that his Agency is making “good progress” in its intensive verification process concerning Iran’s nuclear  programme.

           He said that he had received last week what he was assured was a complete and accurate declaration of

     Iran's past nuclear activities.  IAEA inspectors are currently in Iran visiting sites, interviewing key personnel and taking  samples with a view to verifying the accuracy and completeness of this declaration.

           Sometime towards the end of the second week of November, Mr. ElBaradei said, he will issue a report to the Agency’s Board of Governors with the results at that time of this verification process.

           In addition, he said, he has been told to expect by next week a letter from the Iranian Government accepting  the terms of the Additional Protocol to the Non-Proliferation Treaty, which allows for unannounced IAEA inspections of  sites.  In his statement, which we do have upstairs, Mr. ElBaradei said, “When this happens, it will be a very positive  step forward, particularly in terms of enabling us to effectively regulate all future nuclear activities in Iran.”

           **Secretary-GeneralLetter to Staff

           In a letter to UN staff issued earlier today, the Secretary-General said he was gravely concerned at the

     findings of the Independent Panel, which he had appointed to look into the safety and security of UN personnel in Iraq.    “The Panel’s report reveals serious shortcomings in our provision of security to UN staff in Iraq”, he said, adding that, accordingly, he is taking immediate action to implement the Panel’s recommendations.

           First, in response to the report’s recommendation to set up a separate and independent audit and

     accountability procedure, the Secretary-General is appointing an independent team of experts to review the

     responsibilities of key individuals for the lack of preventive and mitigating actions before the attack on 19 August.

           He is also reviewing the serious weaknesses that have been revealed in the management of the United

     Nations, with the details of a strategic reorganization of UN security management, now being worked out under the  chairmanship of Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette.  Meanwhile, the entire UN system will conduct an  in-depth review of all its security measures, with advice from independent experts, while additional measures are being taken to upgrade the security of missions in the field.

           Finally, he said, he was keeping the situation in Iraq itself constantly under review, and, in connection with

     that, he said, “our small remaining team of international officials in Baghdad is being relocated temporarily for

     consultations with a team from Headquarters, to thoroughly review our future operations in Iraq and the security arrangements that will be required”.

           The Secretary-General concluded that he deeply regretted the systematic failures that the Panel’s report had  revealed and that he “will spare no effort in acting on the conclusions” of that report.  We have copies of that letter  upstairs.

           **Convention against Corruption

           The Secretary-General this morning at UN Headquarters welcomed the General Assembly’s adoption of the UN Convention against Corruption, calling it a “remarkable achievement” that sends a clear message that the betrayal  of public trust will no longer be tolerated.

           He noted that the Convention introduces a comprehensive set of standards, measures and rules for States to

     apply to strengthen their fight against corruption, and that it makes a major breakthrough by requiring Member States to return assets obtained through corruption to the country from which they were stolen.

           He urged nations to build on the momentum achieved so far to ensure that the Convention enters into force as soon as possible, by ratifying it at the earliest possible date.

           Just after the briefing, at about 12:45 p.m., Antonio Maria Costa, the Executive Director of the Office on Drugs and Crime, will talk to you in this room about this Convention against Corruption.

           **Cameroon-Nigeria

           Now turning to the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission, chaired by the Secretary-General’s Special

     Representative for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, which yesterday finished its sixth session of meetings, in  Abuja, Nigeria.  The Commission discussed the first phase of Nigeria’s withdrawal from the Lake Chad area, which is  to take place by the end of December.  The Commission is expected to hold its next meeting in December in Yaoundé, Cameroon.  We have a press release with more details upstairs.

           **Democratic Republic of Congo

           And in the Democratic Republic of Congo, the UN mission reports that fighting broke out near the town of

     Tchomia, south east of Bunia, in the north-eastern part of that country.  The UN mission airdropped a company into  the area and brought the situation under control.  And we have more information on that upstairs, as well.

           A joint needs-assessment mission carried out recently in the Democratic Republic of the Congo by several UN  agencies has found widespread humanitarian needs in South Kivu Province in the east of the country.  Some 375,000  people are affected, many of them internally displaced.  The final report of the mission will be issued next week, and  we have a press release on the preliminary findings in our Office.

           **Human Rights

           The Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Human Rights Defenders, Hina Jilani, will undertake a  fact-finding mission to the Republic of Turkey from 1 to 10 December, at the invitation of the Government.  She will  assess the situation of human rights defenders in that country, and will represent the findings and recommendations of  her visit to Turkey in a report to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.

           And then, the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the situation in Myanmar is to visit  the country at the invitation of the Government from 3 to 8 November 2003.  He will take stock of human rights  developments since the previous mission in March 2003, and follow up on key issues he had previously looked at.  He  shall present preliminary observations from his visit, together with an interim report from last July, at the 58th session  of the General Assembly on 12 November 2003.

           **Budget

           And turning to the budget, Viet Nam today paid $216,000 to become the 118th Member State to pay its

     regular budget dues to the United Nations for this year.

           **Fun Run

           And lastly, with the annual New York marathon weekend taking place here, we have the traditional

     International Friendship Run taking place tomorrow.

           We expect more than 12,000 runners from 88 countries to take part in this year’s event.  They will assemble  tomorrow morning at 8 a.m. at the UN's North Lawn.  Many runners come in their national costumes or carry their  country’s flags.  At 8:30 a.m., the runners will leave the United Nations and carry their flags on a three-mile course to  Central Park.  I hope the weather is nice.

           **Hua

           And just on a personal note from our Office, you may have noticed that our Deputy Spokeswoman, Hua Jiang,  hasn’t been doing the last few briefings, and, in fact, starting today, she is taking on a new responsibility:  she will be  the Director of Public Information for the UN Mission in Kosovo.  She will be heading out to Kosovo today, where she will be working with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General to Kosovo, Harri Holkeri.

           We’re going to miss Hua and her sunny personality, but we’re hoping that this is only a “temporary relocation”,  and that she’ll be back as the Deputy Spokeswoman sometime next year.  Take care, Hua!

           **The Week Ahead at United Nations

           And then we have our weekly feature “The Week Ahead at the United Nations”.

           And that’s all I have for you, but before I turn to Michéle and our guests, any questions?  Yes, Mark?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Just on this letter, I have a couple of questions.  Are there more details at this stage on the

     independent team of experts, when it’s going to begin its work and who is going to head it?  And I have one other question on that.  I note that the work being done on an earlier report on the need for strategic reorganization of UN  security management, the details of that work are being worked out under the chairmanship of the Deputy Secretary-General.  Now, the Deputy Secretary-General is one of the senior officials mentioned in the Ahtisaari report who basically formed part of the complete failure of management that exacerbated the outcome of the bombing.  How  does the UN square that circle that someone implicated in management failures is in charge of a review of security  management?

           Associate Spokesperson:  Let me start with your first question, which also refers to the first item in the

     Secretary-General’s letter, which is the accountability procedure issue and, as you know, Ahtisaari in his report called for this procedure.  The team of experts will be an independent team of experts and I can’t go beyond that now, but  they will be appointed next week.  On your second point on this report, which he refers to, just let me give you a little  bit of background on that.  There was, prior to the events of 19 August, an evaluation of UN security arrangements already under way.  This was requested, as the letter says, by the General Assembly.  And this review, or this evaluation, was being conducted by the various components of the United Nations dealing with security matters and  that included the Security Coordinator’s Office which, as you know, coordinates the system-wide security; the Department of Peacekeeping Operations, which deals with security of peacekeeping operations; and also the security shop here headed by Mike McCann who, you know, deals with Headquarters security and, of course, security for senior officials.  And I think it also included members of the metropolitan police.

           Now, this evaluation was conducted between April and August of this year.  The findings were to have been presented in August, but then the events of 19 August occurred and, as a result, Ahtisaari’s panel was given the findings of this evaluation, and what’s happened is that this evaluation will now take into account the recommendations of the Ahtisaari panel and, at the end of this process, it will be the Secretary-General who will submit the report based on all of what I have just said to the General Assembly.

           Question:  But you haven’t answered the question I asked.

           Associate Spokesperson:  Which is?

           Question:  Which is that the person in charge of the details of looking into the strategic reorganization of your security management is also one of the officials implicated by the Ahtisaari panel in the systematic failure of     management.  How does the UN justify that?

           Associate Spokesperson:  The Secretary-General will be appointing an independent panel (that will be) looking into the accountability issue.  That is the first thing that he points out.  Obviously, this expert panel will be charged with the accountability issue.  That’s a separate issue.  Right now, the current system is under the responsibility of   the Deputy Secretary-General so, it’s natural that this evaluation be done under her leadership.  Yes, David?

           Question:  (Inaudible) ... the Secretary-General today and through tomorrow’s meetings with many of the

     agency heads, to what respect will the issue of what happened in Iraq and the security assessment come up in this  meeting?  What sort of outcome could be expected?

           Associate Spokesperson:  As you know, what David is talking about is the semi; once every six months the

     Secretary-General meets with all the heads of the agencies, funds and programmes throughout the UN system.  One of the items each time is staff security.  It is obviously an item this time and an important item on the agenda, and I  believe it’s on the agenda for today.  The Secretary-General said today that he would be discussing security and  security coordination with this group.  He attaches a great deal of importance to these discussions in light of the new  phase that we have entered in which the blue flag of the United Nations and the neutrality of the Red Cross are no  longer protecting us.

           And this is what he flagged as his concerns as he went into this discussion on security with the entire Chief

     Executive Board.  As for an outcome, I mean, I’d have to look into if there is some kind of a statement or something  that comes out at the end.  But it is an internal, working meeting, so, I don’t know if there is something that will be a result of the meeting.  They will be going to a retreat, as you know, on the weekend

     following this afternoon’s session.  Yes?

           Question:  To follow-up.  To what extent would it have been fair to characterize the meeting as the beginning of accountability?  Which is to say that the SG within the context of this meeting can talk to his agency heads about  what went wrong in Iraq and begin to address directly, one by one, individually, how that problem came and how to go  beyond it.

           Associate Spokesperson:  Well, the accountability procedure he outlined, I think, is in his letter when he says that he will respond to the recommendation by setting up a separate and independent audit and accountability  procedure.  I think security and coordination of security throughout the system and the application of stringent security  measures in light of what he calls the new phase in the security that we face is going to be the topic of discussion with  the agency heads.  Yes?

           Question:  A question on Iran.  Given the role played by Germany, France and the UK recently on the nuclear issue, is it the UN assessment that the US is now devolving the power to deal with that issue to the UN and to the  Europeans?

           Associate Spokesperson:  I don’t have any further guidance on that for now.  Yes?  [She later advised the

     correspondent to direct the question to the United States and also pointed out that Mohamad ElBaradei,

     Director-General of the IAEA who had just spoken on Iran, was at UN Headquarters.]

           Question:  Marie, yesterday the Secretary-General issued a statement in which he congratulated the parties

     involved in the Beijing negotiating process on the DPRK (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea).  Does he play any role in those negotiations and does he wish to have the UN play a role in that process?

           Associate Spokesperson:  I think the statement yesterday stands.  I think it speaks for itself.  I think he said

     everything he wanted to through that statement.

           Question:  But that doesn’t say anything about his role, potential or actual.  My question is, does he wish to

     play a role or does he wish the UN to play a role in that process?

           Associate Spokesperson:  He has not mentioned that.  If there are no other questions ... Yes, Mark?

           Question:  Sorry, just one question.  As we keep on discovering about new teams of experts and reports and  so forth, so, just for the record to clarify, how many reports are out there, how many panels, how many teams     surrounding the question of UN security?  The way I understand it so far, there is this one identified in the letter of the  team of experts set up before August; there is another under UNSECCOORD; there is one from Geneva, which it would be a help if you could help me explain what that is; and then the Staff Union identified in one of its letters a  separate one from OIOS.  So, could we just have for the record, exactly what panels, what reports, what teams are out  there and what the difference is between those are?

           Associate Spokesperson:  Sure.  The report that I mentioned right now that the Secretary-General mentions in his letter, this is a report that has not yet been written.  The findings of the evaluation up to the point of the 19 August attack were given to the Ahtisaari panel, and the Ahtisaari panel should have reflected that.  That report will be forthcoming in the form of a report from the Secretary-General to the General Assembly.  I don’t know how many  reports you refer to, but the two other reports relating to security, which the other day the Staff Union probably was referring to, I think in your question as well, was one on an initial investigation carried out immediately after 19 August.      That investigation was comprised of, I believe, included the UN Security Coordinator’s Office, a forensic expert from the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, a representative of the Internal Oversight Services, and a  security officer from Geneva.  That report was submitted to the Secretary-General and that report, as I announced earlier this week, was also handed over to the Ahtisaari panel, and it is reflected in that report.  The second report was a security assessment of Iraq that was initiated after the 19 August attack which was conducted by the UN Security Coordinator, and that report was also submitted to the Secretary-General and submitted to the Ahtisaari panel.  So, those are the two reports.

           Question:  Well, was there one from Geneva?

           Associate Spokesperson:  I just mentioned the two reports, and that one of them included a security officer

     from Geneva.

           Question:  The same report?

           Associate Spokesperson:  Yes.

           Question:  Was there any separate report to that compiled by the OIOS?

           Associate Spokesperson:  The OIOS was a part of the initial investigation.

           Question:  Yes, but on top of that, was there a separate report by OIOS?

           Associate Spokesperson:  Not that I am aware of.

           Question:  None that you’re aware of?

           Associate Spokesperson:  None.

           Question:  Okay.

           Associate Spokesperson:  Okay, we don’t have any more questions; I am going to turn to Michéle so we can have our guests soon.  Thank you, Michéle?

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President

           Thank you, Marie.  Good afternoon.

           The ministerial level dialogue on financing for development ended last evening.  Wrapping up the dialogue on development financing, General Assembly President Julian Hunte called on all those committed to sustainable

     development to act on and implement the ideas and proposals put forward in the last two days.  He summarized the discussions undertaken, highlighting the frank nature of debate and the general consensus that more needed to be accomplished on financing for development, notably with respect to recent disappointing developments in international  trade and financial transfers.

           The debate over these issues is certainly not over.  The President of the Republic of Uganda, Yoweri

     Museveni, will be here in New York Monday.  The President of the General Assembly has invited him to address a special meeting of the plenary on commodities and development.  President Museveni is expected to be at the General Assembly on Monday, 3 November 2003.  The plenary meeting, which is planned, will be one hour and 15  minutes from 4:30 to 5:45 p.m.  President Museveni will give a press conference on the issue of commodities on  Monday at 4 p.m. here in room S-226.

           President Hunte has issued a statement.  He said he is “pleased to have President Museveni address the

     commodities issue, because Uganda has had particular experience in the area of commodity matters and has made  known its position in these matters, including in the United Nations and the Commonwealth.  President Museveni’s address will be in line with the deliberations of the High-level Dialogue on Financing for Development and should provide input for consideration of the commodities matter in the Second Committee”.

           There are other meetings also on the same issues:

                 There is a panel discussion on “Trade” today, 31 October 2003, following the adjournment of the 51st

     meeting of the Economic and Social Council at 4 p.m., in the Economic and Social Council Chamber.  The meeting  will be chaired by the Chairman of the Second Committee, Mr. Chowdhury.

           There are also briefings today by executive secretaries of regional commissions on the regional

     implementation of financing for development and of sustainable development, for delegations in the Building today.

           The General Assembly is now meeting on two issues particularly.  On crime prevention and criminal justice, Marie mentioned the statement by the Secretary-General on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Convention against Corruption.

           The General Assembly is concluding today its discussions of a cluster of reform items.  Particular attention is  focused on, as you know, the “Revitalization of the General Assembly”. You will have available in a few minutes the closing statement by President Hunte on his assessment on the debate on reform, particularly reform in the General Assembly.

           I know one of the issues you are interested in is cloning.  The Sixth Committee will, on Monday afternoon,

     discuss cloning.  (It was later learned that the discussion on cloning has been postponed until next Thursday.)

           This is all I have for you.  Thank you.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  (Inaudible) ... Iraq’s accreditation?

           Spokeswoman:  As far as I know, the Credentials Committee has not submitted a report to the General

     Assembly,yet.

                                                 * *** *
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