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 Soil's tiniest organisms could solve huge problems 

      NAIROBI, Kenya - (ENS) - There is a wealth of new species under our feet awaiting discovery, especially in

      the still unknown portions of the tropics, which represents "a huge new genetic resource", says the top

      United Nations environmental agency. 

      Amoebas, protozoa, netatodes, mites, termites, ants, earthworms. Life forms that inhabit the soil are the

      least known of all life forms on Earth, and scientists are discovering that they can profoundly affect

      planetary patterns. 

      Calling it "the largest source of untapped life left on Earth," the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has

      announced a new USUS$26 million project to understand and utilise the life forms underground. It is one of

      the more "unusual, curious but absolutely vital projects UNEP has undertaken," said the agency's executive

      director Klaus Toepfer as he announced the project last week. In the hope that this "genetic treasure trove"

      will yield new drugs, antibiotics, and industrial products, the project will initially target "below ground

      biodiversity" in seven tropical countries - Brazil, Mexico, Cote d'Ivoire, Uganda, Kenya, Indonesia and India.

      These countries were chosen for study are those thought to have the richest below ground biodiversity. 

      Backed with USUS$9 million funding from the World Bank Group's Global Environment Facility (GEF) and

      support from other donors such as the Rockefeller Foundation, the Conservation and Sustainable

      Management of Below-Ground Biodiversity project will catalogue and classify "the life forms below ground"

      said Ahmed Djoghlaf, head of the UNEP/GEF Division, based at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi. 

      One gram of tropical forest soil may contain up to 40,000 individual bacterial species, the agency said today,

      many of which have never been described. 

      These miniscule life forms can be as tiny as one-tenth of a millimetre (100 microns). The smallest amoebas

      are even less than 10 microns in size. 

      "There is an urgent need to assess, classify and record the life forms below ground," Djoghlaf said. 

      Just as increasing intensification of agriculture and clearing of forests for farmland have taken their toll on

      wild animals and plants, they place the microscopic world of underground bacteria and fungi at risk of

      extinction and decline in the abundance and numbers of species. 

      UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, "The life forms living just below our feet are the most

      understudied organisms on the planet. When people think of where new species might be found, they tend

      to think of the rainforests, mangrove swamps or place like mountain peaks, not millimetres below their toes." 

      Toepfer said researchers are now realising that the world's soils, especially topical soils, are teeming with

      life. They "harbour more undescribed species than dwell on the Earth's surface," he said. 

      Expressing delight at UNEP's involvement in "this pioneering work." Toepfer said, "Harvesting the secrets of

      this understudied realm promises huge benefits and improved knowledge towards the goal of delivering

      sustainable development, towards eradicating poverty." 

      Bacteria and fungi in the soil can clean drinking water sources. They help eliminate pollutants and germs

      from groundwater as it percolates through the soil to reservoirs, boreholes and other freshwaters sources. 

      Understanding and unravelling the role of these microscopic creatures in the carbon cycle may help the land

      absorb more greenhouse gases to help cool the planet. 

      Soil-dwelling beneficial life forms may also play a role in reducing crop, livestock and human diseases, UNEP

      said today, as they attack and neutralise plant, animal and human pests and pathogens. 

      Earthworms, termites and other soil burrowing organisms influence the amount of rainwater soils can absorb.

      Soils depleted in such organisms are more prone to drought and run-off, which in turn increases the risk of

      flooding and erosion with consequences for river water and coral reefs. 

      "We may be losing many important and useful species from the world's soils without even knowing it,"

      warned Djoghlaf. 

      The project is coordinated by Mike Swift, director of the Nairobi based Tropical Soil Biology and Fertility

      Institute of the International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), one of the research centers in the

      CGIAR agricultural network. 

      The Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), an association of public and private

      members supporting a system of 16 Future Harvest Centres, works in more than 100 countries, mobilising the

      "cutting-edge science" that CGIAR says aims to reduce hunger and poverty, improve human nutrition and

      health, and protect the environment. 

      Increasingly, bioengineering and genetic modification of crops underpins CGIAR's approach to those issues.

      Still, CIAT has other offerings, among them a new climate database tool based on 20 years of weather data.

      The newly published CD-ROM version 1 of MarkSimTM generates Simulated Weather Data for Crop Modeling and Risk Assessment. 

      The Below-Ground Biodiversity Project Guide to "Mini Beasts, Wiggle Worms and Fellow Soil Dwellers" 

      Over 4,000 bacteria and related organisms have been described by science, an unknown number of which

      are soil dwelling. It is estimated that in one gram of forest soil there are up to 40,000 individual bacterial

      species many of which have never been described. 

      It is thought that only five per cent of the world's living fungi have been described. Of the 72,000 described

      species, up to 35,000 could be classed as soil living. 

      Protozoa include amoebas and flagellates. Some 1,900 soil-living protozoa have been described, which may

      be only 10 per cent of the species alive. 

      Some 15,000 individual nematode species have been described. It is estimated that there may be more than

      be as many as 100,000 species. 

      The 45,000 described species of spider-like invertebrates known as mites are thought to represent just five

      per cent of the total. 

      There are numerous groups of soil-dwelling insects, including termites. More than 2,000 termite species have

      been described. 

      Nearly 9,000 ant species have been described. 

      Over 3,600 earthworms have been described, and scientists say double this number may exist in the wild. 

      Most protozoa eat bacteria, says Elaine Ingham of Oregon State University, but one group of amoebae eat

      fungi, the vampyrellids that suck the life out of their prey. 

      "The perfectly round holes drilled through the fungal cell wall, much like the purported puncture marks on the

      neck of a vampire's victim, are evidence of the presence of vampyrellid amoebae," says Ingham. "The

      amoebae attach to the surface of fungal hyphae and generate enzymes that eat through the fungal cell

      wall. The amoeba then sucks dry or engulfs the cytoplasm inside the fungal cell before moving on to its next

      victim." __________________________________________________________________________________________

Global push to solve soil's secrets 

 Katie Mantell 

 Scientists from seven developing countries are to take part in a new US$26-million

 research project to unravel the mysteries of soil biodiversity. 

 The project, which was launched today by the United Nations Environment  Programme (UNEP), will carry out research into tropical soil-dwelling organisms such as insects, beetles, fungi, worms and bacteria. 

 Knowledge of such organisms will be used to help restore the fertility of degraded lands and increase crop yields without using pesticides and fertilisers. The discovery of new species could also yield new drugs and industrial products. 

 "There are huge gaps in our knowledge about the variety of organisms in the soil, especially in developing countries," says Mike Swift, director of the Nairobi-based Tropical Soil Biology and Fertility Institute, which is co-ordinating the project. "What

 we know is the tip of the iceberg." 

 The five-year programme — entitled the Conservation and Sustainable Management of Below-Ground Biodiversity Project — seeks to develop scientific capacity in soil biology and to spread awareness and knowledge of conserving soil organisms to environmentalists, farmers and government officials. Researchers from Brazil, Mexico, Côte d'Ivoire, Uganda, Kenya, Indonesia and India, as well as European scientists, will be taking part in the initiative. 

 For example, Fatima Moreira, a soil microbiologist at the Federal University of Lavras in Brazil will research ways in which bacteria that take up nitrogen from soil can be used to boost crop production. Such nitrogen-fixing bacteria are already being deployed in Brazil to increase soya harvests in an environmentally friendly way. "This could be an alternative to genetically modified crops," she says. 

 Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director says that the new programme — which has received US$9 million in

 funding from the Global Environment Facility — is "one of the more unusual, curious but absolutely vital" of UNEP's projects. 

 "The life forms living just below our feet are the most understudied organisms on the planet," he says. "Harvesting the secrets of this understudied realm promises huge benefits and improved knowledge towards the goal of delivering sustainable development." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian (London) 

Power struggle: Siberia's people and wildlife face disaster from illegal logging: The timber trap 

The Udege forest hunters stood at the border of their traditional territories and threatened to shoot the      road workers if they crossed the line that represents the last frontier of the pristine forest protecting the  game on which the Udege depend. To the outside world, a defeat for the Udege will see the dashing of hopes for the survival in the wild of the Siberian tiger - but for the Udege it is also their survival as a  separate people. 

      The building of the 650-mile road has stopped. It was started at each end - on the coast and deep in the    interior of eastern Siberia - with a plan to meet in the middle, in order to bring out the logs from the last      untouched forests in the region. The 20 miles needed to join the two ends of this vast project run through  tiger country at the head waters of the Bikin river. This is the most bio-diverse virgin forest in Russia with  380-year-old cedar trees and giant blue subtropical butterflies. It was here that the road builders met the  hunters and stopped work. The whole dispute has gone to the district court. Twice the hunters have lost  the battle to stop the road, but as work was about to begin again the issue was referred back to the court a third time. The villagers discovered just in time that the developers had not done an environmental impact assessment of the road, something required under Russian law. The road could yet be declared illegal. 

      The fate of the Udege and the tiger is a modern parable of the disaster that is overtaking the natural world.      Short-term desire for profit from local timber merchants, selling logs to feed the appetite for expensive      hardwood furniture from the developed world, leads to the destruction of the tiger's last habitat. At the same time, environment groups, such as WWF, collect money from the same consumers for the save the tiger project. 

      The hunters have lived for thousands of years on the Bikin river in a village called Krasnyy Yar. The      traditional Udege hunters today include Russians and another native people called Nanai. 

      They belong to a cooperative which has a quota for sable, red squirrel, mink, elk, moose, wild boar, bears,      badgers and otters. The main income is the money for the skins the hunters sell at the St Petersburg fur  market, but prices have dropped. Sables, once the most valuable, fetch only pounds 50 a pelt, but otters  twice as much. The meat of the game, including the bears, they eat, along with the vegetables that grow in  the village. 

      Hunting is supposed to be strictly controlled with only 800 sables to be killed a year, between 50 hunters.      Only 10 to 15 otters can be killed and 20 to 25 bears depending on calculations of what the animal  population is in the 1.3m-acre reserve. Both for the hunters, and the 35 Siberian tigers that live alongside  them in the same patch of forest, game numbers are vital for survival. Without deer, wild boar and elk, the  tiger could not survive, nor could the hunters eat. 

      Cutting the trees is illegal, according to Russian law, but in this corrupt society every woodcutter has a      licence when challenged. Some genuine licences are issued by the local authority. 

      The problem is that the forest is being nibbled at from all sides. Illegal logging is rife. The halted road in the      north of the territory is just part of the problem. The company that owns it, Porzcharski, has contracts to      supply the Japanese and is hungry for the ancient cedar trees. 

      In the south, a second large company, Terneyles, runs a sawmill and has already taken down 10% of the    forest which is supposed to be kept exclusively for game and hunting. Other smaller companies, some of      which only exist for a few days, cut a lorry-load of trees and then disappear - making them impossible to      prosecute. Rewards are high; cedar is worth pounds 12 a cubic metre, so one tree can demand pounds 300. 

      Rodion Sulyandriga, a university-educated Udege, says: "This is our territory by federal law; we should have      the right to veto timber cutting, but this is ignored. Our traditional way is to fish, hunt and gather nuts and      berries and coexist with the tigers. We gather ginseng and other medicinal plants and sell them to the  Chinese, and the pelts go to the fur market. If the cutting goes on, our way of life, our people, the game  and the tiger will disappear." 

      Already the river, once renowned for its fishing and home of the rare leatherback turtle, is muddy. Vladimir      Shirko, the general director of aboriginal hunting said: "When I was a boy I could catch enough fish for a      family meal in five minutes, now it could take hours. We even buy sea fish to supplement the local supplies. 

      "The game is confined to an ever smaller area. Where the forest has been clear-felled there is no game at      all. The only hope for us and, I suppose, the tigers, is to stop the logging. If there are no elk or boar, there  are no tigers. They will have to go elsewhere to eat, but where can they go?" 

      Contacts with senior executives of the Porzcharski company about the road and the company's logging      intentions failed to gain a reply. One was promised but not forthcoming. 

      Eduard Grabovsky, chairman of the board of directors of the Terneyles company says it had permission  to      cut 130,000 cubic metres of wood, but had limited itself to 70,000 because of its understanding of the value      of the Bikin reserve. 

      He said the Udege people, environment groups, the United Nations environment programme and the      timber companies should get together. "We need programmes on Udege culture and health, and should      provide special conditions for the Udege way of life. But this should take into account youth's desire to  study and get education. Also, we need a comprehensive programme on nature use. This means we should develop forest resources, including cutting old trees and developing tourism." 

      WWF, which runs an international campaign to save the tiger, concedes it is losing ground to the loggers.     Igor Chestin, the director of WWF Russia, said: "We are trying to get a sustainable forestry agreement with      Terneyles, but it is nowhere near yet and may take another four or five years. The rest of the companies,  some of which only last a day, are not even talking to us. I have hope for the tiger, but it is a hard  struggle." 

      Trunk road: illegally cut logs in Krasnyy Yar, Siberia, bound for the living rooms of western consumers 

      Photograph: Andrey Zvoznikov 

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Sunken tanker not leaking
               The slick has ruined the local fishing industry  An initial survey of the sunken oil tanker whose cargo               has devastated much of the north-west coast of Spain  has revealed no fresh leaks of fuel. 

               The survey was carried out by a mini submarine, which  will continue to scour the site of the wreck, which is at a  depth of more than three kilometres (two miles), for  the next week. 

               On Monday, King Juan Carlos of Spain visited one of the many  beaches badly hit by a second oil

               slick which was released when the  tanker, the Prestige, sank. 

               He spoke to volunteers involved in  the clean-up operation and visited a number of fishing villages badly

               affected by the oil spill. 

               The Spanish Government has  been criticised for not acting  quickly enough to deal with  the crisis, which is now  affecting around 550 km  (880 miles) of coastline. 

                 Click here for a graphic of the Nautile 

               Spanish officials said the French Nautile submarine had succeeded in locating the bow of the tanker, submerged  in 3,500 metres (11,000 feet) of water, on its first dive. 

               "The first indication is that no fuel oil is emerging from  the wreck of the ship, but we will not be able to be sure until tomorrow or the day after," said Spain's Deputy  Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy, who is in charge of               clean-up operations. 

               The Prestige began leaking oil on 13 November after being damaged in a storm and finally broke in two and  sank six days later. 

               About 60,000 tons of oil are thought to be still  inside the vessel, which  spilled up to 20,000 tons            into the sea before sinking. 

               There were hopes the remaining oil would  solidify in the freezing temperatures, but in  recent days a new slick has been sighted over  the spot where the ship went down. 

               Royal reception 

               The government has banned fishing and  shellfish harvesting - the main economic activity in Galicia - along several hundred  kilometres of coastline. 

               An estimated 15,000 birds have died or  been injured by the oil, according to Enrique  Diaz of the               environmental group  SEO BirdLife. 

               Locals greeted the  king with applause only a day after nearly 200,000 people turned out in the Galician               capital Santiago de Compostela to  condemn what they described as inadequate coastal protection. 

               "We're very grateful that he came to see the  problem first hand," said Daniel Castro, 46. 

               "He went down and got his feet dirty. The only  way to resolve a problem is to be in the middle               of it." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ENS

Spain Acts Against Sub-Standard Oil Tanker 

                      MADRID, Spain, December 2, 2002 (ENS) - An oil tanker was ordered to leave  Spain's 200 mile marine economic zone on Saturday, the first to be affected by last week's Franco-Spanish initiative to clamp down on vessels thought to  represent a hazard to coastal environments. 

                      The expelled vessel, the "Moskowsky," flying a Maltese flag and carrying a  cargo of fuel oil, was heading for Gibraltar according to the office of Spain's  deputy prime minister. 

                      A Spanish frigate ordered it to change course after verifying that it was not in compliance with the minimum safety requirements agreed between France and Spain and subsequently backed by Portugal and Italy. 

                      According to the Portuguese Defense Ministry, following advice received  from the Spanish authorities, a Portuguese navy vessel then issued further  instructions to the "Moskowsky" to remain outside Portugal's 200 mile zone. 

                      Some oil from the "Prestige"  washes onto Spanish   beachers, November 21. (Satellite photo courtesy NASA)

                      Swift implementation of the get tough policy on  tankers has failed to  calm the mood of public                      anger in Galicia  following the arrival of a second slick on Galician  shores from the sunken  oil tanker "Prestige." 

                      Some 200,000 protestors  marched through the streets of state capital Santiago on Sunday calling for  the resignation of Spanish President José Maria Aznar and Galician President  Manual Fraga. The demonstrators demanded immediate action to prevent  further oil spills on a coastline that has been hit by six oil tanker disasters in  the past 30 years. 

                      The Bahamian owned and flagged "Prestige" cracked up on November 13 in  heavy weather just off Spain's Costa da Morte, or Coast of Death, releasing  about 4,000 tons of heavy fuel oil. She was towed further offshore, and on  November 19 sank with about 70,000 tons of oil still aboard, some of which  has surfaced. 

                                               Bird caught in the oil spill (Photo courtesy SEO/BirdLife)

                                               Some patches of the giant oil slick of  about 9,000 metric tons of oil are                                       reaching the shore, but most of the oil is  still at sea. The slick has split into four large patches and is said to be only a   mile or so off the Spanish coast. 

                                               Westerly winds are carrying some of the  oil onto beaches already fouled by the                                               earlier spill before the "Prestige" went down. The oncoming oil is making tough work for anti-pollution vessels off the coast as they attempt to keep the oil from reaching shore. 

                      Experts are predicting that the giant oil slick may soon reach the shore, and cleanup workers could be faced with a far worse situation that they have today. Depending on the weather and what the winds do, wildlife rescue workers fear a serious wildlife disaster. 

                      King Juan Carlos today toured areas hit by oil slicks from the tanker and witnessed the impact of the spill on local fishing communities and wildlife.  The King visited beaches at Laxe and Muxia accompanied by Fraga and Deputy Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy. 

                      King Juan Carlos met with the Jay Holcomb, leader of the International Fund  for Animal Welfare Emergency Relief Team, which is in Spain to assist local  authorities with the rescue and rehabilitation of wildlife oiled from the spill. 

                                   King Juan Carlos of Spain   (Photo credit unknown)

                                   The King visted A Coruna, a coastal town in the province  of Galicia, where the beaches and wildlife have been most affected. IFAW’s ER Team is running the main oiled wildlife rehabilitation center in nearby Pontevedra where  the birds collected on A Coruna’s beaches are taken for veterinary care, de-oiling, and rehabilitation. 

                      “It is marvelous that King Juan Carlos has come here in support of the incredible efforts of many to respond to this crisis,” said Holcomb. “Meeting with him was a great honor, and concern from this high level in Spain can only  help to ensure that everything possible is done to save the wildlife affected  by this tragedy. 

                      The Spanish Ornithological Society (SEO) and BirdLife International estimate  that already between 10,000 and 15,000 birds have died because of the black  tide leaked by the "Prestige." 

                      "The Spanish population of guillemot has been hardest hit by the Prestige oil  spill," said Alejandro Sanchez, director of the Spanish Ornithological Society. "We predict the Guillemot is now very likely to become extinct as a breeding bird in Spain. If this happens the Prestige oil spill will be remembered as a tragedy for Spain's wildlife as well as its people." 

                      Guillemots are at risk from the  Prestige oil spill. (Photo courtesy RSPB and SEO/BirdLife)

                      As part of the contingency plan that will take effect if a larger slick engulfs  Spanish beaches, the                      Spanish Ornithological  Society will increase the  scale of the search and  collection operation for   birds on the coast when  the slick strikes. Currently,  SEO is coordinating about   900 volunteers over about  100 kilometers (62 miles) where 141 beaches have been affected. 

                      At the main rehab center there are currently 218 birds of nine different species receiving care. IFAW has recently increased its response to the rescue and  rehabilitation effort, and now has a team of 15 experts working in partnership with local authorities. 

                      “Rehabilitation of oiled sea birds does work, but the window of opportunity to  help these birds is small and we need to do everything we can to get them to  the Pontevedra rehab facility as fast as possible. Because the longer they stand with oil on their feathers the less chance we have to successfully  rehabilitate them for release," Holcomb said. 

                      A juvenile dolphin has washed up near Cape Tourinan after dying in the fuel oil. It is the first known marine mammal casualty from the oil spill. 

                      {ENDS Environment Daily contributed to this report. Environmental Data  Services Ltd, London} 

__________________________________________________________________________

ENS

U.S. Climate Change Strategy Up for Public Comment 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, December 3, 2002 (ENS) - A new U.S. climate change  research strategy that U.S. Commerce Secretary Donald Evans terms "aggressive" is the focus of a three day workshop that opened today in  Washington. The U.S. Climate Change Science Program has welcomed  more   than 1,100 experts from across the country and around the world to receive comments on a discussion draft version of its "Strategic Plan" for climate  change and global change studies. 

                      The Climate Change Science Program, incorporating the U.S. Global Change Research Program and the Climate Change Research Initiative, is jointly  sponsored by 13 U.S. government agencies. The workshop will review the  plan, first issued November 19, with a view to finding ways to support climate                      change policy and resource management decision making within five years. 

                      In an opinion statement today, Commerce Secretary Evans acknowledges that "the surface temperature of the Earth has warmed, rising 0.6 degrees Celsius  (one degree Fahrenheit) over the past century. And the National Academy of  Sciences indicates that human activity is a contributing factor to higher                      concentrations of greenhouse gases." 

                                      Commerce Secretary Donald Evans was in the oil and gas industry  before joining the Bush Cabinet. (Photo courtesy Office of the Secretary)

                                      Yet, Evans says, a great deal is still not known about  the sciences of climate change, and the Climate  Change Research Initiative focus is defined by this  group of uncertainties. 

                                      "We do not know the effect of natural fluctuations in climate on warming or adequately understand the  natural carbon and water cycles. We do not yet  adequately understand the role of clouds, oceans and aerosol emissions on  global climate change. We cannot confidently project how our climate could or will change. We do not know definitely what constitutes a dangerous level  of warming," Evans said today. 

                      The Strategic Plan confirms that the climate change is occurring. "Currently,   measurements taken at the Earth’s surface, in various layers of the  atmosphere, in boreholes, in the oceans, and in other environmental systems  such as the cryosphere [frozen regions] indicate that the climate is warming,"                     it states. 

                      Alaska's Hubberd Glacier is melting. As a result Russell Lake has been rising at about  six inches (15 cm) per day, covering former beaches and flooding into the tree line.   (Photo courtesy National Park Service)

                      The plan points to some inconsistencies in the scientific record. "Apparently contradicting               the evidence of warming are inconsistencies in the observational  record, particularly related to the                differences between temperature  trends measured at the surface and measurements taken from satellite                      observations of the lower- to mid-troposphere, which show no significant warming trends in the last two decades of the 20th century," it says. 

                      This and other gaps in the climate science remain "an important challenge with significant potential implications for decisionmaking," the discussion  document states. 

                      The draft plan has been prepared by the 13 federal agencies participating in  the Climate Change Science Program (CCSP), with input from scientific steering groups. Articles appear written by authors from the U.S. space agency, NASA; the oceans and atmosphere agency, NOAA; the energy department, and the EPA, among others. 

                      As Plan Coordinator for the Office of the U.S. Global Change Research Program, Dr. Richard H. Moss led a staff of 17 climate experts in preparation of  the strategic plan, which sets priorities for the nation's $1.8 billion annual  multi-agency research program. 

                                      Dr. Richard H. Moss (Photo courtesy PNNL)

                                      Dr. Moss, a staff scientist associated with Pacific Northwest National Laboratories (PNNL) since 1993,  specializes in research and assessment of global environmental change. From 1993 to 1998, he headed  the Technical Support Unit, Intergovernmental Panel  on Climate Change (IPCC) Working Group II. 

                                      Secretary Evans today explained once again why the  Bush administration prefers "market-based" means of  dealing with climate change with science and  technology above the method of the Kyoto Protocol to the UN Climate  Convention that would set binding limits on the emission of six heat-trapping greenhouse gases. 

                      "Rather than pitting economic growth against the environment, as the Kyoto  Protocol would do, and imposing massive job losses on the American  people," said Evans, the Bush administration climate plan, "promises real  progress by harnessing the power of sound science and cutting edge  technologies. And, it ensures that America's workers and the citizens of the  developing world are not unfairly penalized. 

                      The new U.S. climate research strategy focuses on three broad tiers of activities, Evans said today, "scientific inquiry that is objective and well  documented; observation and monitoring systems to provide needed, comprehensive global data; and development of decision support resources,   including the ability to explore various potential outcomes." 

                      The United States spends more money on research and technology  development directed at climate change than any other nation, $20 billion since 1990. "That's three times as much as any other country," said Evans. "It is more than Japan and all 15 nations of the European Union combined." 

                      Even if the most perfect set of data possible is assembled, "This is because  these activities are not predetermined, but rather depend on human choices,  which will, in turn, affect future climate conditions," 

                      Agricultural engineers Daren Harmel and Clarence Richardson inspect soil cracks caused by severe  drought, to determine the effects on crop production.  July 2001. (Photo by Scott Bauer courtesy USDA)

                      The human activities that drive climate  warming - emissions of greenhouse gases;           changing the surface of the land through clearing, conversion, and growth of different land covers; and the release of chemicals that  alter the productivity of the land and the  oceans - all depend on a basic set of human                      driving forces, the plan states. Population  growth, living standards, characteristics of   technology, and institutions are cited as  factors that may determine human choices  affecting the climate. 

                      The challenge is discerning whether human activities are causing the observed climatic changes and impacts. This requires detecting a small, decade-by-decade trend against the backdrop of wide temperature changes  that occur on shorter timescales of seasons or years. 

                      The Strategic Plan is intended as a vehicle to facilitate comments and suggestions by the scientific and stakeholder communities interested in climate and global change issues. 

                      "We welcome comments on this draft plan by all interested persons," says Dr. James Mahoney, assistant secretary of commerce for oceans and atmosphere,  and director, Climate Change Science Program. Comments may be provided during the U.S. Climate Change Science Program Planning Workshop for                      Scientists and Stakeholders being held in Washington, DC on December 3 – 5, 2002, and during a subsequent public comment period extending to January 13, 2003. 

                      Information about the Workshop and the written comment opportunities is  available online at: www.climatescience.gov. 

                      A newly formed committee of the National Research Council is also reviewing  the draft plan, and will provide its analysis of the plan, the workshop and the  written comments received after the workshop. A final version of the strategic   plan, setting a path for the next few years of research under the Climate                      Change Science Program, will be published by April 2003. __________________________________________________________________________

NY Times

Can Global Warming Be Studied Too Much?

By ANDREW C. REVKIN

       ASHINGTON, Dec. 2 — On Tuesday, the Bush administration convenes a three-day meeting here to set its new agenda for research on climate change. But many climate experts who will attend say talking about more research will simply delay decisions that need to be       made now to avert serious harm from global warming.

President Bush has called for a decade of research before anything beyond voluntary measures is used to stem tailpipe and smokestack emissions of heat-trapping gases that scientists say are contributing to global warming.

"When you're speeding down the road in your car, if you've got to turn around and go the other direction, the first thing is to slow down, then stop, then turn," said David K. Garman, the assistant secretary of energy for energy efficiency and renewable energy. 

But many climate experts say the perennial need for more study can no longer justify further delays in emission cuts. 

"Waiting 10 years to decide is itself a decision which may remove from the table certain options for stabilizing concentrations later," said Dr. Michael Oppenheimer, a professor of geosciences at Princeton.

For example, under today's rate of emissions growth, he and other experts say that certain losses are already probable, including dwindling of snow-dependent water supplies and global die-offs of vulnerable ecosystems like coral reefs, alpine meadows and certain coastal marshes.

Nevertheless, administration officials say further research is still necessary because scientists cannot say exactly what effects human activity will have on global climate and how dangerous they will be. It is worth taking the time to conduct more analysis at least to clarify the balance of environmental and economic risks, they say.

"Science rarely gives enough information to narrow policy choices to a single option, but it can clear away some of the underbrush," said Dr. John H. Marburger III, assistant to the president for science and technology.

Some energy and climate experts have run new kinds of analyses showing that there is still time to avoid the worst effects of climate change while also limiting economic costs involved with an abrupt shift from fossil fuels, the main source of the warming gases.

The meeting, involving hundreds of experts, will be the biggest public airing of arguments in many years.

Most scientists concur on the basics. Atmospheric levels of the heat-trapping gases, mainly carbon dioxide from burning coal and oil, have increased by more than a third since the start of the Industrial Revolution, and there is wide agreement that they will probably double from preindustrial concentrations by the end of the century, driven by energy demands of developing countries.

International and American panels of experts have concluded that these gases have caused most of the warming trend over the last 50 years. But there is still a wide range of projections indicating how much warmer things may get, how storm and drought patterns may respond and what the effects will be on ecosystems, agriculture and health. These uncertainties are unlikely to be dispelled soon. But many climate experts say that

some effects can reasonably be predicted and that prudence calls for more action now.

Dr. Warren M. Washington, a senior scientist at the National Center for Atmospheric Research, likened the situation to the debate over smoking's link to cancer.

"Even with smoking, it's still basically a statistical thing," said Dr. Washington, who is chairman of the National Science Board, a panel that advises the White House and Congress. "But vested interests do not want to take action based on early indications, and with climate early indications is what we have."

If greenhouse gas concentrations double, climate experts expect substantial disruptions of ecosystems and water supplies, coastal damage as sea levels rise and intensified drought and downpour cycles. Even more calamitous surprises could lie in store, including disruptions in the Atlantic Ocean currents that help warm Europe.

The experts concede that they cannot say exactly what may happen, or when. Also, changes will probably occur slowly — sea levels rising by millimeters a year, say — so there will be no one event to prompt people to choose a fuel-saving hybrid car over a gas-guzzling S.U.V.

But the warming will have enormous momentum, they say. Unlike soot or sulfur pollution, which falls out of the atmosphere within days or weeks, molecules of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases can circulate for a century or more. 

As a result, scientists say, allowing things to go on as they are is like making minimum payments on a credit card while still using it: the balance grows and grows.

In the long run, almost all experts agree, stabilizing carbon dioxide concentrations in the atmosphere will be a century-plus process that will necessitate eliminating — or capturing — all releases of carbon dioxide from burning coal, oil and other fossil fuels.

That will require a fundamental shift to energy technologies that do not yet exist. But it also requires emission cuts in the next decade or so, even as trends for such emissions are sharply up.

"We will probably need everything in the tool kit to cut emissions enough to stop the worst things from happening," said David D. Doniger, the director of climate policy for the Natural Resources Defense Council, a private group. "A long-term technology program is definitely in order, but we also need to be acting now with the technology available now."

But the Bush administration is resisting calls for quick action. Its focus on more research comes straight from the president. In his first speech on climate, in June 2001, Mr. Bush defended the need for more research by saying, "No one can say with any certainty what constitutes a dangerous level of warming, and therefore what level must be avoided."

In February, he reaffirmed the country's commitment to pursue the goal of a climate treaty his father signed in 1992: to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations at a level that will prevent dangerous interference with the climate.

But he has rejected the instrument chosen by almost all other industrialized countries to start on a path toward that goal, the 1997 agreement called the Kyoto Protocol. It requires industrialized countries that submit to its terms to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions by 2012 to levels below those measured in 1990.

Instead, Mr. Bush calls for voluntary actions.

Ten years from now, if scientists still think climate change is worrisome, other strategies may follow, he said. 

Although many climate experts say delays are risky, others, including Dr. James A. Edmonds of the Energy Department's Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, have calculated that Mr. Bush's timetable and prompter actions like the Kyoto treaty do not lead to significantly different outcomes in the long run. The most critical challenge by far, he said, is the sharp decline in emissions in midcentury.

Other scientists whose views are embraced by industry say there still isn't enough evidence for quicker action.

"We are still struggling with the `what will be' question, especially at regional scales, which makes answering the `what will be dangerous' question too difficult to handle," said one of these researchers, Dr. John R. Christy, the director of the Earth System Science Center at the University of Alabama in Huntsville.

As a result, he said, any emissions plan should be "economically benign."

The meeting this week is likely to see many clashes between the two camps, with more than 1,000 scientists, industry lobbyists, environmental campaigners and others planning to weigh in.

Sam Thernstrom, a spokesman for the White House Council on Environmental Quality, says the goal is to hear all views before the research plan is finished next spring and a series of two- to five-year projects is begun. 

"Anyone who has quibbled with how this plan is put together," he said, "they and the rest of the world are invited to come on down and make suggestions. All ideas will be considered."

Those eager for more aggressive actions say they doubt the meeting will lead to significant policy shifts, particularly now that relevant Congressional committees are controlled by Republicans pushing for more, not less, exploitation of fossil fuels.

They also say that the administration's 170-page research plan (available on the Web at www.climatescience.gov) includes no commitments that adequate money will flow to support new science.

To build a more convincing case for faster action, a growing group of researchers is trying new ways of conveying the risks of certain emissions paths, including pinpointing when actions have to start to stabilize greenhouse gases at particular levels.

The current concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is 370 parts per million, and the level before industrialization began was about 280 parts per million.

Under what is considered a best-case model, global annual emissions of carbon dioxide will have to start declining by 2020 to stabilize atmospheric carbon dioxide at 450 parts per million. Even at that level, there would probably be substantial losses, Dr. Oppenheimer and others say, including a global die-off of coral reefs. 

Societies have probably already missed that turning point, scientists say, and the longer societies wait to act, the higher the eventual greenhouse plateau and the greater the consequences.

If emissions do not start declining until 2033, carbon dioxide concentrations will plateau at 550 parts per million — more than double preindustrial concentrations. That level raises the likelihood of more calamitous consequences, including intensified storm and drought cycles, wider extinction of species and perhaps the eventual freeing of the West Antarctic Ice Sheet, which could raise sea levels a century or two from now 15 feet or more, inundating coasts where most human settlements are concentrated.

In between these extremes, some climate experts and economists see a path that could avoid the worst environmental and economic risks. The problem is that this would depend on a fairly prompt start on emission reductions and aggressive research on finding new sources of nonpolluting energy. 

There are other reasons for prompt action, experts say. One is that energy providers like power plant owners plan their investments in new equipment a decade or two ahead of time, said Dr. David G. Victor, the director of the energy and sustainable development program at Stanford. 

Another problem with relying on more research, many climate experts say, is the presumption that the extra effort will reveal a "safe" level of greenhouse gases.

Better computer models and observations are likely to refine the menu of impacts, but reducing uncertainty still "doesn't necessarily provide what is needed by decision makers," said Dr. Roger A. Pielke Jr., an expert on environmental risk at the University of Colorado. Society as a whole must answer those questions, he and other scientists say.

"To avoid danger implies a threshold," said Dr. Henry D. Jacoby, an economist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and co-director of its program on the science and policy of global change. "But with climate, I don't believe there is one."

"There are so many different effects, in so many different countries, in so many different sectors, affecting so many different processes, affecting so many different people in so many different situations that there's not going to be a clearly defined break point," Dr. Jacoby said.

Dr. Jacoby likened the situation to a doctor-patient conference, when the patient learns that his high cholesterol puts him at risk for a heart attack.

"Is your next question `Tell me exactly when my heart attack is coming and how serious it will be?' " Dr. Jacoby said. "No. You want to know  what you can do about it now." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

World Population Headed for 9.2 Billion by 2050 

                      NEW YORK, New York, December 3, 2002 (ENS) - Global population is  projected to increase from 6.28 billion today to 9.2 billion by 2050, according   to "The State of World Population 2002" a report by the United Nations  Population Fund (UNFPA) released today. The least developed countries  have the highest fertility and population growth, and their populations are  expected to triple in the next 50 years, from 600 million to 1.8 billion, the UN  agency predicts. 

                                              Mother and child in Ecuador (Photo by G. Bizzarri  courtesy UN FAO)

                                              UNFPA’s State of World Population  report has been published annually since                                            1978. This year's edition entitled "People,   Poverty and Possibilities: Making  Development Work for the Poor,"                                              demonstrates that smaller families, slower  population growth and higher  productivity occur in developing                                    countries that invested in education and  health, including family planning. 

                                              On the other hand, inadequate efforts to  provide reproductive health services and                      combat gender inequality result in continued high fertility among the poor,  perpetuating poverty and inequality within households and nations. 

                      Pointing to a “population effect” on economic growth, the report cites new data showing that since 1970, developing countries with lower fertility and  slower population growth have registered faster economic growth. 

                      Family planning programs and population assistance were responsible for almost one third of the global decline in fertility from 1972 to 1994, the UNFPA report states. "These social investments attack poverty directly and empower  individuals, especially women. They enable choice." 

                      Overcrowding and poverty in  Johannesburg, South Africa  (Photo courtesy UNEP CEROI)

                      Half the world’s  population, or more than  three billion people, live on  less than $2 a day, and one                      billion people live on less   than $1 a day. 

                      Poverty, however, is more than a lack of income, the UNFPA says. It is  characterized by insecurity,                      inequality, poor health,  including poor  reproductive health, and illiteracy. Its effects are worsened by the very wide  gap in most societies between the richest and the poorest. 

                      The report calls on countries to take advantage of the unique economic opportunity represented by falling birth rates. A “demographic window” opens when a rapid decline in fertility increases the proportion of working age  people relative to younger and older dependants, the UNFPA says. 

                      This gives developing countries that make appropriate investments a one-time chance to increase productivity and savings and lay the basis for future  progress. The window closes as the population ages and older dependants  start increasing, the agency says. 

                      Through this report, the UNFPA calls on international donors to increase their  funding of reproductive health programs to cover a shortfall. 

                      Spending on basic reproductive health and population programs in 2000 was  $10.9 billion, $6.1 billion short of the $17 billion the international community  agreed was needed to achieve universal access to reproductive health care by  2015. 

                      Contributions by donor countries were less than half the required $5.7 billion level. 

                      Addressing population concerns, the UNFPA states, is critical to meeting the UN’s Millennium Development Goals of halving global poverty and hunger  by 2015, reducing maternal and child mortality, curbing HIV/AIDS, advancing    gender equality, and promoting environmentally sustainable development. 

A young man carries fuelwood in  Eritrea (Photo courtesy UN FAO)

The UNFPA report maintains  that to meet these goals in  developing countries, urgent action that targets poor                                                      people is needed to combat  inadequate reproductive  health, unwanted fertility,  illiteracy and discrimination                                                      against women. 

There is a clear connection between population growth and every environmental challenge facing our                    planet, most environmental organizations recognize. As populations grow,  pressure on freshwater resources increases, forested land is converted to  fields to feed more people, and wildlife habitat shrinks. More people use more  natural resources and the produce more wastes. 

The number of people on Earth, where they live, and how they live all affect the condition of the environment, according to Jonathan Nash and Roger-Mark De Souza in their July 2002 paper for the Population Reference                      Bureau, a Washington, DC based nonprofit organization that also issues an annual report on population. 

"Human demographic dynamics, such as the size, growth, distribution, age composition, and migration of populations, are among the many factors that can lead to environmental change," Nash and De Souza write. "Consumption  patterns, development choices, wealth and land distribution, government  policies, and technology can mediate or exacerbate the effects of  demographics on the environment." 

                      Still, the United States is unwilling to support family planning services overseas if abortions are offered. On July 22, President George W. Bush  officially announced that he will withhold $34 million in funds for the UNFPA. 

Bush’s decision was based on claims that the UNFPA supports forced abortions in China. Bush held to this decision despite a report from the administration’s own fact finding team that found no evidence that the UN                      organization “has knowingly supported or participated in the management of a program of coercive abortion or involuntary sterilization in China.” 

                                           Indonesian mother feeds her child (Photo courtesy FAO)

The result is a 13 percent cut in funding for  the UNFPA’s international family planning  programs. The $34 million will be distributed  to the U.S. Agency for International Development, the world's single largest donor                                           for population research which the Bush  administration says is working to expand  the range of available contraceptive choices. 

The Bush administration threatened in latemOctober to back out of a United Nations  population policy ratified by 179 nations at  the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development if the terms   “reproductive rights” and “reproductive  health services” were not removed from the language of the agreement, because they imply a right to abortion. 

                      The American delegation to the Asian and Pacific Population Conference delivered this threat to the surprised attendees at a population conference in Bangkok. 

                      On November 7, State Department spokesman Richard Boucher clarified the U.S. position. "The United States remains committed to providing assistance  to help achieve the three principal goals adopted in the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development concerning reproductive health,  maternal mortality, and education," he said. 

"Our support for the International Conference on Population and  Development’s goals, however, in no way implies U.S. promotion of abortion.  We will continue to take this position at future international meetings on                      population issues, including the upcoming Fifth Asia and Pacific Conference on Population in December," Boucher said. 

The conference, Population and Poverty in Asia and the Pacific, will be held in   Bangkok, Thailand from December 11 to 17.
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REGIONAL OFFICE FOR  (ROA)  NEWS UPDATE

December 04, 2002

NASA scientists to record Southern Africa eclipse 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - A team of scientists from the US National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has arrived in South Africa to observe this week's solar eclipse. The scientists, who brought along nine tons of equipment, will record the event in Limpopo Province where a total eclipse will occur. In Gauteng Province the sun will be 86-percent obscured. In the southernmost parts of the country only half of the sun will remain visible. The South African government has stepped up its campaign to inform the public about the dangers of looking directly at the sun. During last year's eclipse (in June) there was a last-minute panic as government departments and provinces scampered to protect people, especially those in rural areas who are not well aware of the danger in looking at the sun during an eclipse. Similarly, the government of Angola spent 2.4 million US dollars to provide free protective glasses to the population for the eclipse, which passed to the north of South Africa.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng029391&dte=03/12/2002
Mali, France sign forest management accord 

Bamako, Mali (PANA) - The French Development Agency (FDA) has signed a 1.5 million-Euro agreement with the Malian government, for the management of three forests around Bamako. The Foreign Ministry said Tuesday the project is to reinforce the management system of the Monts Mandingues, Faya and Foussan forests, to make them sustainable and autonomous. It said the bio-diversity and ecosystems of the forests would be developed to supply firewood and other wood-based products to more than one million residents. The project is also expected to improve rural wood markets in the area.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng029473&dte=03/12/2002
Group Cautions On Imo-Abia Waste Project

This Day (Lagos): Rising from a day workshop organized by the Africa Environmental and Economic Peace Mission (AEEPM) at Amanator-Ihiteowerri for local councils in Orlu Senatorial Zone, Imo State, on "Waste Reduction, Re-use and Re-cycling: A Sustainable Strategy in a Depressed Economy," Founder and National Co-ordinator of the non-governmental association (NGO), Prince Stan. I. Okenwa, has called on the local governments to take reasonable and technical care in the implementation of their new waste management joint venture with a US-based partner to beef up community acceptability problem, which has always been the bane of past waste projects in the country. "The failure of related projects over the years have always been traced by AEEPM to poor knowledge of the residents' consumption patterns, classes of industrial wastes, waste sorting negligence and lack of environmental education units in the managing firms".

http://allafrica.com/stories/200212030704.html
Compost to Reduce Waste - EPA

Accra Mail (Accra): The Deputy Director of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Mr. Louis Atsiatorme has asked households to practice composting to reduce their volume of waste. Opening a one-week exhibition on recycled items by some junior secondary school (JSS) students in Accra yesterday, he said most of the waste generated from food such as cassava, plantain, cocoyam and yam peels could be composted to fertilize the soil. The exhibition dubbed, "the West African Clean Development Project", is being organized by the Swedish Martha Association in Finland in collaboration with the Metro Public Health and Education Department of the AMA. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200212030374.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 4 November 2002

Topical News Issues
Soil's tiniest organisms could solve huge problems 
The New Zealand Herald, 04.12.2002 - NAIROBI, Kenya - (ENS) - There is a wealth of new species under our feet awaiting discovery, especially in the still unknown portions of the tropics, which represents "a huge new genetic resource", says the top United Nations environmental agency. 
…Calling it "the largest source of untapped life left on Earth," the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has announced a new US$26 million project to understand and utilise the life forms underground. It is one of the more "unusual, curious but absolutely vital projects UNEP has undertaken," said the agency's executive director Klaus Toepfer as he announced the project last week. http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3007498&thesection=news&thesubsection=world 

Hunt on for alternative energy
Nepal News (Post Report) - KATHMANDU, Dec 2:Experts in the field of sustainable development and rural energy on Monday stressed the need to develop bio-briquittes as one of the components of energy in the wake of widespread damage issuing out unchanged use of firewood to meet energy needs in the rural areas.
…" We cannot expect rural people to give a thought to conservation needs. If they feel they cannot afford anything they will go for firewood from the nearest forest," he said. He also stressed the need to give continuity to programme run by United Nation Environment Programme (UNEP) since the last six years.
http://www.nepalnews.com.np/contents/englishdaily/ktmpost/2002/dec/dec03/local.htm


Trans-boundary air pollution monitoring station by 2003
Nepal News (By Sudha Shrestha) - KATHMANDU, Dec 1: Efforts are underway to build and operate a trans-boundary air pollution monitoring station in Rampur, Chitwan, by February 2003. The monitoring station, officials privy to the development say, would go a long way in identifying the source of air pollution in the South Asian region.
While Regional Resource Centre of Asia and Pacific (RSCAP) of the United Nation Environment Programme (UNEP) is extending nearly US $ 20,000 for the installation of the necessary equipment, the centre will be run on technical assistance from the Department of Hydrology and Meteorology of the government of Nepal.
http://www.nepalnews.com.np/contents/englishdaily/ktmpost/2002/dec/dec02/index.htm

In Brief: GOPIO honors Khosla
News India-Times, Dec 6, 2002 - The Global Organization of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO) during an event on Nov. 22 at the Indian Consulate in New York honored Ashok Khosla, winner of 2002 Sasakawa Environment Prize by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). The prize, $200,000, is considered one of the most prestigious environmental awards in the world. At the reception in his honor, Khosla spoke on “Effective Strategies for National Development.” 
http://www.newsindia-times.com/2002/12/06/dias-34-brief.html 
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ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP or UN in the news

Switzerland Wants Paraquat Placed on Caution List

BERNE, Switzerland, December 2, 2002 (ENS) - The Swiss government says it will support efforts to add the pesticide paraquat to Annex III of the Rotterdam Convention to protect developing countries from its harmful consequences. The pesticide is produced by the Syngenta corporation. Product names include Crisquat, Cyclone, Dextrone, Dexuron, Gramoxone Extra, Herbaxone, Ortho Weed and Spot Killer, and Sweep.

Contraception 'key to poverty trap”

Better access to family planning and sexual health services for women is the key to fighting poverty across the world, a UN report has said. The UN Population Fund said some of the largest gaps between the world's rich and poor were in reproductive health. The report says since 1970 developing countries that have lowered their fertility rates and slowed population growth have registered faster economic growth. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/2536431.stm
THE AMERICAS: Teams to tackle global disease outbreak

FT, page 7, 3 December: Rapid response teams to tackle global outbreaks of infectious diseases, including those that could result from the use of biological weapons, are to be created under plans announced yesterday.

The World Health Organisation and the Nuclear Threat Initiative, an organisation founded by US media magnate Ted Turner, announced the launch of an initial $500,000m (€500,000m) fund that would enable teams of experts to respond to an outbreak anywhere in the world within 24 hours.

"Crucial hours lost in the early days of a disease outbreak can mean the difference between a handful of cases and a major epidemic," said Dr Gro Harlem Brundtland, director-general of the WHO, the United Nations health agency.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=021203000460&query=global+disease&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
General Environment News

INTERVIEW - EU says Spain disaster shows maritime law outdated

CORFU, Greece - The environmental crisis triggered by an oil tanker disaster off the Spanish coast highlights the need for the overhaul of 100-year old maritime laws, a top EU transport official said. European Union Transport Commissioner Loyola de Palacio also called in an interview for an immediate ban on transportation of environmentally dangerous heavy fuels by old, single-hulled tankers such as the 26-year-old Prestige, which sank off Spain's northwestern shores more than a week ago. “Today we transport dangerous products, new materials that didn't exist then and in huge volumes that weren't possible earlier...The magnitude of risks has exploded," she said. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18862/story.htm
Mass protest as new wave of oil hits Spain

SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, Spain - Tens of thousands of angry demonstrators packed Galicia's capital on the weekend to protest at the government's handling of a tanker disaster as a new wave of fuel oil hit Spanish beaches…Demonstrators, criticising the authorities' response to the spill as slow and inadequate, called for the Spanish and Galician regional governments to resign.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18858/story.htm
Arctic Sea Ice May Vanish This Century

WASHINGTON, DC, December 2, 2002 (ENS) - Perennial sea ice - the floating ice that remains year round near the Arctic Circle - could vanish entirely by the end of this century, warns a new study by researchers at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. The NASA study concludes that sea ice is now melting about nine percent faster than prior research had indicated, due to rising temperatures and interactions between ice, ocean and the atmosphere. 

http://ens-news.com/ens/dec2002/2002-12-02-06.asp
La 3D au secours des grands singes

Libération, 3 décembre:Les gorilles des montagnes Virunga, à la frontière du Rwanda et de la République démocratique du Congo, sont gâtés. On vient de leur concocter une réserve naturelle virtuelle pour mieux cibler leurs besoins. Et si ces grands singes, dont la population actuelle est évaluée à 600 individus, ne ressentent pas les bénéfices immédiats de la chose, les scientifiques de la Fondation Diane Fossey, basée à Atlanta (Etats-Unis), attendaient avec impatience un outil leur permettant de surveiller l'évolution d'un habitat naturel plutôt vulnérable, et d'évaluer les efforts à fournir pour la préservation de l'espèce.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=71426
___________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           **Iraq Inspections

           Good afternoon.  Today, teams from the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission,

     or UNMOVIC, and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) conducted an unannounced joint inspection of one

     of the eight presidential sites, the Sijood site, located on the west bank of the Tigris River in Baghdad.  This was the

     first inspection of a presidential site since the return of the inspectors to Iraq and was carried out pursuant to United

     Nations Security Council resolution 1441 (2002).

           The inspection team was able to enter the site within a few minutes.  The site was frozen during the inspection

     in order to avoid any exit.  However, senior Iraqi officials were allowed to enter.  When the inspection was completed,

     the freeze was lifted.  Access to the entire site was provided without difficulty and the planned inspection activity was

     completed.

           An UNMOVIC team yesterday visited the Waziriyah site of the al Karama General Company, on the northern

     outskirts of Baghdad, one of Iraq's principal missile development sites.  It was able to carry out planned inspection

     tasks and found that pieces of equipment and monitoring cameras put in place by the United Nations, which had been

     at the site in 1998, were no longer there.  It was claimed that some equipment had been destroyed by the bombing of

     the site, and some had been transferred elsewhere.  An IAEA inspection team went yesterday to three small industrial

     sites, two of which had never been visited before, which proved to be dedicated to the production of alcohol.

           **Secretary-General Press Encounter

           Upon entering the Building this morning, the Secretary-General took a few questions from reporters, and was

     asked about the inspection of an Iraqi presidential site by United Nations inspectors today.  He responded that today’s

     events were an indication that the inspectors are “using their new authority effectively”, and added that it was “a good

     indication” that the Iraqis were cooperating.

           But he added, “This is only a beginning.” He told reporters that cooperation seems to be good, but “this is not

     a one-week wonder”.  The Secretary-General added that he will wait for the inspectors to analyse their data and brief

     the Security Council.  Asked about the “oil-for-food” programme, the current extension of which expires tomorrow, he

     said, “I hope nothing will be done to jeopardize the interests of the population that we seek to help.”

           The Secretary-General also discussed his dream for Cyprus, saying he wanted to see a united Cyprus

     admitted to the European Union and prospering as one nation.  “I hope the two leaders will seize the opportunity”, he

     said, “and bring peace and stability to the island, and make history.”  He was asked about the short amount of time

     between now and the 12 December European Union summit, and he responded, “We do have time to come to an

     agreement.”  We have the full transcript of his comments upstairs.

           **Secretary-General in Washington

           Meanwhile, yesterday afternoon in Washington, the Secretary-General met with a group of scholars from the

     Woodrow Wilson Center for an informal discussion on a number of issues, including nuclear non-proliferation, water,

     the study of cold war archives and globalization -– quite a menu.

           Prior to the discussion, the Secretary-General briefly addressed some

     60 fellows and staff of the Center.  In his comments, he said the Center is a living memorial to the vision of Woodrow

     Wilson, who did, perhaps, more than any other American to inspire the idea of the United Nations.  "As members of

     the Center", he added, “you are also carrying forward the belief that a world of laws and a world of order based on

     multinational cooperation is a world where all States pursue their aims in peace.”

           In the evening, the Secretary-General was the keynote speaker at the 100th anniversary dinner of the Pan

     American Health Organization, known as PAHO.  And we flagged that speech for you yesterday.  It's now available

     upstairs and it's also on our Web site.

           **Iraq ‘Oil-for-Food’ Programme

           The Office of the Iraq Programme reports that in the week that ended last Friday, Iraqi oil exports averaged 1.7

     million barrels per day, for a total of 11.9 million barrels in the week that ended 29 November.  That's down from the

     previous week’s high of 17.1 million barrels.  The week’s exports generated an estimated $258 million in revenue, at

     current prices and rates of exchange.  And we have the full report for you upstairs.

           **Burundi

           The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of Burundi:

           “At the 19th Summit of the Regional Initiative, which was held on 1 and

     2 December in Arusha, Tanzania, the Transitional Government of Burundi and the main armed rebel group the Conseil

     national pour la défence de la démocratie-Forces pour la défence de la démocratie (CNDD-FDD) concluded a

     cease-fire agreement.  The agreement constitutes an important and positive development in the search for a

     comprehensive peace in Burundi.

           "The Secretary-General welcomes this very important step ahead and commends the efforts of the Regional

     Initiative and the facilitation led by Deputy President Jacob Zuma of South Africa in helping the Burundi parties reach

     this agreement.  He encourages the parties to abide by their commitments and implement the agreement fully.  The

     United Nations will continue to support the efforts of the Burundi parties to implement the Arusha Agreement through

     its office in Burundi and its chairmanship of the Implementation Monitoring Committee."

           That’s the end of the statement.  Jacob Zuma is scheduled to be here to brief the Security Council tomorrow

     on this subject.  And the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Burundi, Berhanu Dinka, is also

     expected to be here.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding consultations this morning on its programme of work for December, on a draft

     resolution concerning the Democratic Republic of the Congo and on the extension of the “oil-for-food” programme for

     Iraq.  After morning consultations end, and that's expected to be around 1 o'clock, the Council President, Ambassador

     Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia, is scheduled to brief you here about the programme of work for December.

           Then at 3 this afternoon, World Food Programme Executive Director James Morris is scheduled to address

     the Council in an open briefing on Africa’s food crisis as a threat to peace and security. Mr. Morris is expected to

     issue a global alert, focusing on the food crisis in Africa in particular, where 38 million people are threatened.  He will

     also deliver a stark warning about the unprecedented scale of starvation around the world.

           In attendance as observers in consultations this morning were the five new members to join the Security

     Council in 2003:  Angola, Chile, Germany, Pakistan and Spain.  Available upstairs is an updated list of Security

     Council members effective 1 January.

           **Sierra Leone Special Court

           Yesterday afternoon in Freetown, Sierra Leone, eight judges were sworn in to serve on the newly established

     Special Court for Sierra Leone.  After the judges were sworn in by the Court’s registrar, Robin Vincent, the Acting

     Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Sierra Leone, Behrooz Sadry, told them that, in discharging their

     responsibilities, they were offering hope to future generations that “no more may deeds which offend the conscience of

     mankind go unpunished”.  We have a press release on that.

           **Nigeria-Cameroon Border Commission

           The first meeting held yesterday in Yaoundé, Cameroon, of the Cameroon-Nigeria mixed commission, chaired

     by the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, included the release of a

     joint communiqué.  The commission, set up to consider ways of following up on the 10 October ruling by the

     International Court of Justice, agreed to set up a subcommission on demarcation of the land boundary between the two

     countries and to consider the assignment of UN military liaison officers in both countries at a later date.

           The commission also agreed to meet on the first Tuesday of the month every two months.  The next meeting

     is scheduled to take place in Abuja, Nigeria, starting on 4 February.  We have the communiqué available in English

     and French.

           **Sarajevo

           Last night in Sarajevo, the Sarajevo Haggadah, a sacred Jewish document dating back to 14th century, whose

     description of human history stretches from the beginning of the universe to the death of Moses, was unveiled in a

     public setting for the first time, at the inauguration of a vault room in Sarejevo’s National Museum.

           “Tonight, the odyssey of the Sarajevo Haggadah has come to an end”, the Secretary-General’s Special

     Representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina, Jacques Klein, said, in a speech that we have upstairs.  He said “It is

     home. It is safe.”

           A variety of organizations, including the United Nations Trust Fund, the World Bank, and many governments

     and charitable foundations, helped to bring about the construction of a room at the National Museum for the

     Haggadah.  Mr. Klein said their efforts show that “the survival of Bosnia and Herzegovina, with its precious heritage of

     cultural and religious harmony, is possible”.

           **UNHCR on Côte d'Ivoire

           The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Ruud Lubbers, warned of a looming

     humanitarian crisis today, calling on West African countries to keep their borders open to innocent civilians caught in

     intensified fighting in Côte d'Ivoire.  The UNHCR has issued an urgent appeal for $6.1 million to respond to

     emergencies in Côte d'Ivoire and neighbouring countries for the next three months.

           **UNFPA on World Population

           The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) today launched its State of the World Population 2002 report

     titled “People, Poverty and Possibilities:  Making Development Work for the Poor”.  The report says that, despite

     strides towards gender equality, more women still live in poverty than men.  The disparity is attributed to gender

     inequalities in all areas of life, from access to social and legal institutions, resources and employment, to social and

     political participation.

           The report says the effects of inequality are felt most in the poorest countries, whereas those which have

     taken steps to reduce the gender gap and improve women’s participation in society have had more success in

     reducing poverty.  We have a few more copies of the report upstairs and it's also available on the UNFPA Web site. 

     We have a press release with more information.

           **Lecture on Climate Change

           This afternoon at 1:30 in the Economic and Social Council Chamber, the third lecture in the

     Secretary-General’s lecture series will begin, with Professors Rajendra Pachauri and Nebojsa Nakicenovic discussing

     the interface between energy and climate change.

           The Secretary-General will host a luncheon for the two guest speakers.  He will also introduce them at the

     start of the 1:30 p.m. lecture, at which he is expected to say that we have no time to lose if we are to learn to use

     energy differently, and to use different energy sources.  We have embargoed copies of his remarks upstairs.

           **Day of Disabled Persons

           Today is the International Day of Disabled Persons and the theme of this year’s observance is “Independent

     Living and Sustainable Livelihoods”.  In his message, the Secretary-General said the commitment to full and effective

     participation of persons with disabilities in economic and social development is deeply rooted in the principles of the

     United Nations and was reflected in the Millennium Declaration and the outcomes of major conferences.  He called for

     the renewal of the pledge “to build a society in which persons with disabilities are seen not only as beneficiaries of

     society’s support, but as an empowered and empowering source of social, cultural, political and economic

     development”.

           The full text of the message has been issued as a press release.  And we also have the message of the High

     Commissioner for Human Rights and a press release from the World Health Organization on the impact of

     community-based rehabilitation programmes.

           **Other Press Releases from WFP and UNICEF

           In other press releases out today, the World Food Programme (WFP) is urging the international community to

     support a new $201 million emergency operation in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.  The operation aims to

     provide food aid to 6.4 million of the most vulnerable people in this year, 2002.  A better cereal harvest this year has

     lowered the food gap from 1.3 million metric tonnes to

     1.1 million metric tonnes, but the WFP still requires more than 500,000 metric tonnes of food aid.

           In a second press release, the United Nations Children's Fund, or UNICEF, announced a new campaign to

     increase the rate of school attendance for girls in

     25 priority countries.  Executive Director Carol Bellamy made the announcement at a meeting of education ministers in

     Dar es Salaam in the United Republic of Tanzania, where she said “no girl would be left behind as her country

     attempts to move forward”.

           **Press Conferences

           Tomorrow at 10:30 a.m., Ambassador Djessan Philippe Djangone-Bi of Côte d'Ivoire will brief you on the

     situation in his country.  A press conference this afternoon I've already mentioned.  About 1 o'clock, Ambassador

     Alfonso Valdivieso.

            **World Chronicle

           The World Chronicle series will feature today, number 882 with Carolyn Hannan, Director of the Division for the

     Advancement of Women in the Department of Economic and Social Affairs.  And that will be aired at 3:30 p.m., on

     in-house channels 3 and 31.

           **UNCA

           And a final United Nations Correspondents Association (UNCA) announcement for you, for those of you who

     want to run for the UNCA Executive Committee –- let's see it, hands up -- nominations will close today at 5 p.m.  So

     you have another four-and-a-half hours.  And for details, please check the UNCA bulletin board next to the UNCA Club.

           **Finale

           I have an addition here.  Consultations of the Security Council have adjourned.  Adjourned at 12:15 p.m.  Any

     questions before we go to Richard? 

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Did you say Pakistan is one of the new members joining the Council?

           Spokesman:  I mentioned the five.  Angola, Chile, Germany, Pakistan and Spain are the five new members for

     2003.

           Question:  With regard to extending the Iraq oil-for-food programme, did the Security Council wish to have an

     agreement?

           Spokesman:  You'll have to check with the Council President when he comes out as to the status of their

     discussions on the oil-for-food programme.  I don't have anything on that to give you.

           Question:  Can you confirm that the Secretary-General will meet tomorrow with Mr. Denktash (on Cyprus)?

           Spokesman:  That would surprise me.  I hadn’t heard that, but I'll have to check for you.

           Question:  Do you expect their answers today or tomorrow?

           Spokesman:  We have not received responses from either side as of today.  The clock is ticking.  We're

     hopeful that we will get responses from both sides in the very near future.

           Question:  The Secretary-General didn't want to say anything about what will happen after 12 December.  We

     have plenty of statements by the parties that the time "did" run out.  I wonder if the Secretary-General's refusal to say

     what will happen after the twelfth means it's the end of the road.

           Spokesman:  So you're predicting a disaster and the Secretary-General clearly contradicted you, saying we

     still have time to get an agreement.  So, asking him to speculate about what will happen after the twelfth if we don't get

     an agreement, when he is very hopeful that we will have one, doesn't make much sense.  So, I think that's why you got

     the reaction you got.

           Question:  Do you have anything on a meeting of Hans Blix with the Secretary-General this afternoon?

           Spokesman:  No. They spoke by telephone this morning before the Secretary-General left Washington.  You

     have his programme for today.  I haven't looked carefully at it.  I don't know if Mr. Blix is on the programme.  Check the

     programme.  If he's not on it and he's been added, we'll squawk it.  We squawk all additions to the programme.

           Question:  Can you detail for us the exact format of the declaration that's expected from Iraq on Saturday? 

     And whom it will be relayed to?

           Spokesman:  I can't give you any of those details.  They'll have to come from UNMOVIC.  I frankly don't know,

     because I spoke to Mr. Blix about this last night, whether they know anything specific at this time.  You saw the

     Secretary-General's comment this morning, that the deadline is 8 December.  We've seen press reports that the

     declaration might be provided on 7 December, but we have no official information on that.

           Question:  Hard copy?

           Spokesman:  Hard copy, CD-rom, we just don't know.

           Question:  For all those interested, I have UNCA nomination forms.

           Spokesman:  Okay, Patricia has the forms.

           Question:  There seems to be great confusion about when the ceasefire will start in Burundi.  The Government

     says about 72 hours, somebody says the end of December and the communiqué says immediately.  What is the

     understanding of the United Nations?

           Spokesman:  I can’t answer that question.  We'll have to ask the Burundi experts afterwards to see if we can

     get an answer for you, to clarify whatever confusion there might be.

           Question:  Yesterday you mentioned that the United Nations plan for Cyprus might be revised.  Does that

     imply that the Secretary-General will submit a revised version?

           Spokesman:  The first step is for the two sides to comment substantively on the current document.  Once the

     comments are in from both sides, we will analyse the changes they would like to make and we will most likely then

     communicate with the two sides sequentially, back and forth, some kind of shuttle.  I'm not sure how it will work, but

     we'll try to reduce the differences and get agreement on a single text.  That's the basic idea.

           Question:  Does the Secretary-General intend to visit Cyprus in the next days?

           Spokesman:  At the moment, he does not.  Alvaro de Soto, his special envoy, is in Cyprus, prepared to do the

     legwork once the reactions are in.

           Question:  Does it appear to you, Fred, that some parts of the United Nations plan do not agree with European

     fundamentals?

           Spokesman:  The plan is on the table, we're waiting for the two sides to react.  And that's where we are.  I

     don't think I want to comment on what the plan agrees with or doesn't agree with regard to European standards.

           Question:  Fred, a while ago you said I was predicting disaster, and I wonder if it'll be disaster if by 12

     December there is not an agreement on Cyprus.

           Spokesman:  No. I mean, we’ve been trying for 28 years.  If it doesn't happen on 12 December, we'll keep

     plugging away at it.  But what we're saying is that now is a great opportunity, probably the best opportunity in 28

     years.  Let's seize it.  We're hoping that the two leaders will seize this opportunity to close their differences and agree

     on a single State to enter the European Union.

           Question:  Give us the scenario if one of the two leaders gives a negative answer.

           Spokesman:  Let's not anticipate negative outcomes.  We're in a positive mode here.  We do expect both

     sides to respond in the next day or two.  And then the hard work will begin on negotiating a final text.

           Question:  The Secretary-General will be involved in the final stage of negotiations before the twelfth?

           Spokesman:  I don't rule that out, but, as I indicated, Alvaro de Soto is in place ready to lead the negotiations,

     and we'll see what role, if any, might be required after that for the Secretary-General.  Okay.  Richard

           Briefing by Spokesman for Assembly President

           Good afternoon. 

           In his message today on the International Day of Disabled Persons, President Kavan says, “The United

     Nations system has played a powerful catalytic role.  Firstly, to place this issue on the world agenda more than a

     generation ago and secondly, through regular monitoring and reporting of the progress achieved at national and

     international levels.  The United Nations General Assembly also created a United Nations Voluntary Fund on

     Disability.”

           President Kavan’s message goes on to say that, “At this critical juncture, it is imperative that relevant

     governmental and regional institutions focus on the issue of sustainable livelihood and independent living through

     infrastructure for education, training, capacity building, rehabilitation, medical and social services, safety nets and

     promotion of employment opportunities.  Information and communication technologies could be important facilitators,

     provided the tools and equipment are made available.  Through initiatives that support the access by disabled persons

     to such mechanisms, I believe we may move towards the goal of a ‘Society for all’ by the year 2010, as endorsed by

     the Assembly in its resolution 45/91.”  The message has been issued as a press release and may be accessed on the

     President’s Web site.

           The General Assembly plenary, this morning, continued debate on the situation in the Middle East.  At the

     end of this morning’s meeting, the plenary will take, and I think has already taken action, on four draft resolutions on

     the Question of Palestine, draft resolutions A/57/L.34 to A/57/L.37.  Then it will take action on draft resolutions

     A/57/L.44 on Jerusalem and A/57/L.45 on the Syrian Golan, under the agenda item, the "situation in the Middle East".

           The Second Committee (Economic and Financial) is in informal consultations this afternoon.  And the Fifth

     Committee (Administrative and Budgetary) this afternoon will consider the programme budget for 2002-2003 and will

     take action on the Capital Master plan, which is in document A/C.5/57/L.29.

           Looking ahead to Wednesday morning, the plenary discusses agenda item 23, "marking the end of the United

     Nations Year for Cultural Heritage" and other items.  And before the morning plenary, the General Committee of the

     General Assembly will take up the request by the Philippines for the inclusion of an additional item on the agenda of

     the fifty-seventh session, International Year of Rice, 2004.  Any questions?  Thank you.

           Secretary-General's Spokesman

           I'm told Ambassador Valdivieso is on his way here now, because consultations have adjourned.  So, if you'd

     like to wait just a second, and any of you upstairs watching on TV, if you want to ask a question, come on down now.

· *** *
___________________________________________________________________________\
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T U E S D A Y  H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN weapons inspectors visit presidential site in Iraq

*
Iraq: Annan welcomes UN inspectors’ effective use of authority 

*
Annan voices hope that ‘united Cyprus’ will be admitted to European Union

*
Mass starvation in Africa looms, but political will can stop it, Security Council told

*
General Assembly adopts resolutions urging aid to Palestinians

*
Annan welcomes ceasefire pact between Burundi government and rebels

*
Judges sworn-in for UN-backed special court for Sierra Leone

*
UN-chaired panel to visit disputed areas of Bakassi peninsula

*
UN urges Côte d’Ivoire neighbours to keep open borders

*
DPR Korea: UN food agency seeks funds to feed over 6 million hungry people 

*
UN and Ethiopia to probe deadly violence among Sudanese refugees

*
UN agency concerned over fate of Chechens who had been in refugee camp

*
Annan pays tribute to century of efforts by Pan American Health Organization
*
Women’s access to reproductive health care critical to ending poverty, UN reports

*
UNICEF launches new push to help educate girls in 25 priority countries

*
Afghanistan: UN food agency conducting national livestock survey

*
Link between energy and climate change focus of latest UN lecture

*
In Finland, Fréchette urges States to define interests within global framework

*
With UN help, sacred Jewish text unveiled in Bosnia and Herzegovina

*
UN officials highlight efforts to help disabled persons participate fully in daily life
*
Community-based projects help disabled persons but need more funding, UN reports

* * * * 

Iraq

3 December – Teams from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission  (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today conducted an unannounced joint inspection of one of the eight Presidential sites in Iraq.

The probe at the Sijood site, located on the west bank of the Tigris River in Baghdad, was the first inspection of a presidential site since the return of the inspectors to Iraq, according to a UN spokesman.

The inspection team was able to enter the site within a few minutes. Although the site was frozen during the inspection in order to avoid any exit, senior Iraqi officials were allowed to enter.

When the inspection was finished, the freeze was lifted. Access to the entire site was provided without difficulty, and the planned inspection activity was completed, the spokesman reported.

* * *

Iraq: Secretary-General


3 December –Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the fact that United Nations weapons inspectors in Iraq are successfully exercising their authority.


Responding to questions from the press as he entered UN Headquarters in New York this morning, Mr. Annan said today’s inspection of a presidential site in Baghdad was an indication that the inspectors are “using their new authority effectively.”

“They have the right to inspect and go anywhere, and they have demonstrated that they are determined to use this new authority,” he said. “And it is also a good indication that the Iraqis are cooperating.”

At the same time, the Secretary-General emphasized that “this is only a beginning,” telling reporters that while cooperation seems to be good, “this is not a one-week wonder.” Mr. Annan added that he would wait for the inspectors to analyze their data and brief the Security Council. 

To a question on Security Council talks regarding an extension of the humanitarian “oil-for-food” programme for Iraq, set to expire tomorrow, he stressed that the initiative aims to assist the Iraqi people. “The oil-for-food scheme was designed to help them, and I hope nothing will be done to jeopardize the interest of the population that we seek to help,” he said

Meanwhile, the UN office running the programme today reported that last week, Baghdad’s crude exports totalled 11.9 million barrels, earning an estimated $258 million in revenue.

* * *

Cyprus


3 December – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today expressed hope that Cyprus could soon be admitted to the European Union.


Asked by reporters to describe his vision for the island, Mr. Annan said, “my dream is to see a united Cyprus admitted to the European Union, and a Cyprus that would enter the EU and prosper as one nation.”

The Secretary-General noted that the Cypriot people “have gone through this conflict for several decades and we now have an opportunity to end it,” adding, “I hope the two leaders will seize the opportunity and bring peace and stability to the island, and make history.”

Asked about the short amount of time between now and 12 December, when the summit on EU expansion will be held in Copenhagen, he responded, “We do have time to come to an agreement.”

* * *

Africa

3 December – Some 38 million Africans are at risk from an unprecedented hunger crisis on the continent, a senior United Nations official told the Security Council today, stressing that adequate political will and resources can stem the tide of famine.

“Mass starvation in Africa is not inevitable,” James Morris, the Executive Director of the UN World Food Programme (WFP), said in an open briefing to the Council. But in order to make progress, he cautioned, “difficult political choices will have to be made, both by African States and by traditional donor countries.” In the short term, an infusion of funds is urgently needed, while long-term goals must include greater investment in agriculture and changes in international trade regimes.

Mr. Morris described the upsurge in recent years of food emergencies, saying his agency has gone from largely sponsoring food-for-work and other development projects to being “the UN equivalent of an ambulance service for the starving.” Nearly 80 per cent of WFP’s work is now devoted to emergency response.


Examining the causes for this “explosion in food emergencies,” Mr. Morris cited collapsing economic systems, political and ethnic violence, AIDS and weather conditions. All of these factors are combining to exacerbate Africa’s critical situation, while WFP has received pledges of only 56 per cent of the $511 million needed to help meet the continent’s needs.


Looking to the broader picture, the WFP chief urged major changes, including a shift from reliance on the United States for food aid. “Last year, the US provided 62 per cent of all food aid worldwide,” he said. “This is simply not sustainable.”

He added that the recent controversy over genetically modified (GM) food in southern Africa demonstrated the dangers of relying too heavily on a single donor. “Requirements by some of the southern African that GM maize from the US be milled have created a logistical nightmare and we have been left scrambling, trying to raise more cash contributions from other donors while confronting the complexities of milling the maize to ensure there is no break in the food pipeline.”

At the same time, Mr. Morris urged the creation of a new global trade environment, stressing that developing countries “simply cannot compete with developed country subsidies that now amount to $1 billion a day and allow food to flow into poorer countries, making investments in agriculture unprofitable.”

“People are hungry because their governments have made the wrong political decisions,” he said. “In the end, hunger is a political creation and we must use political means to end it.”

* * *

General Assembly

3 December – Following its annual debate on the question of Palestine and the situation in the Middle East, the United Nations General Assembly today adopted by overwhelming majorities a series of resolutions focusing on the plight of the Palestinian people as well as the world body’s work programme for the region.

By the terms of a resolution on the peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine, States were urged to expedite aid to the Palestinian people and the Palestinian Authority during this critical period. The resolution also called on the concerned sides, the diplomatic Quartet – comprising the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States – and other interested parties to exert all efforts and initiatives necessary to halt the deterioration of the situation and to reverse all measures taken on the ground since 28 September 2000.

A resolution on Jerusalem deplored the transfer by some States of their diplomatic missions to that city in violation of Security Council resolution 478, and called on those countries to abide by the provisions of the relevant UN resolutions. The Assembly also stressed that a comprehensive, just and lasting solution to the question of the City of Jerusalem should take into account the legitimate concerns of both the Palestinian and Israeli sides, and should include internationally guaranteed provisions to ensure the freedom of religion and of conscience of its inhabitants, as well as permanent, free and unhindered access to holy places by people of all religions and nationalities.

By another text, the Assembly demanded that Israel withdraw from all the occupied Syrian Golan to the line of 4 June 1967, in implementation of the relevant Security Council resolutions. The text also determined that the continued occupation of the Syrian Golan and its de facto annexation constituted a stumbling block in the way of achieving a just, comprehensive and lasting peace in the region. In addition, the Assembly called on Israel to resume talks on the Syrian and Lebanese tracks, and to respect the commitments and undertakings reached during previous talks.

A separate resolution called for the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People to continue promoting the realization of those rights, to support the Middle East peace process and to mobilize international support for and assistance to the Palestinian people. 

Another text on the special information programme on the question of Palestine of the UN Department of Public Information (DPI) asked for continued dissemination of information on all UN activities relating to the question of Palestine, and the organization and promotion of fact-finding news missions for journalists to the area, including the territory under the jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority and the occupied territory.

In adopting a resolution on the UN Secretariat’s Division for Palestinian Rights, the Assembly asked Secretary-General Kofi Annan to continue to provide the Division with the necessary resources to ensure that its work continues.

* * *

Burundi

3 December – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today welcomed a ceasefire agreement reached by the Transitional Government of Burundi and a rebel faction, known as the CNDD-FDD, calling the pact a positive development in the country’s search for peace.

The accord was reached at the 19th Summit of the Regional Initiative, held from 1 to 2 December in Arusha, Tanzania. The talks, chaired by Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni, aimed to end Burundi’s nine-year long civil war.

“The agreement constitutes an important and positive development in the search for a comprehensive peace in Burundi,” said a statement issued by a spokesman for the Secretary-General, who commended the efforts of both the Regional Initiative and Deputy President Jacob Zuma of South Africa in helping the parties conclude the accord.

The United Nations will continue to support the Burundi peace process through its office in Burundi and through the chairmanship of the Implementation Monitoring Committee, the statement added.

* * *

Sierra Leone

3 December – The eight judges making up the United Nations-supported Special Court for Sierra Leone, which has jurisdiction to try individuals responsible for offences committed during the course of the country’s 10-year long civil war, have been sworn in at a ceremony in the capital, Freetown.

The oath of office was administered by the Court’s Registrar, Robin Vincent, and overseen by the acting Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Sierra Leone, Behrooz Sadry, who noted that the tribunal’s establishment “is the first step on the path to combating impunity and addressing accountability for the serious crimes committed.”

“You, as judges of the special court for Sierra Leone offer hope to future generations not only in this country but also in the rest of the world that no more deeds which offend the conscience of humankind will go unpunished.” Mr. Sadry told the justices.

Emmanuel O. Ayoola of Nigeria, Pierre Boutet of Canada, Benjamin M. Itoe of Cameroon and Hassan B. Jallow of the Gambia were among the eight judges sworn-in today.

Also taking the oath of office were George Gelga King and Rosolu John Bankole Thompson of Sierra Leone, Geoffrey Robertson of the United Kingdom and Renate Winter of Austria.

* * *

Bakassi peninsula

3 December – A United Nations-chaired panel convened to address the border controversy between Cameroon and Nigeria has decided to dispatch an assessment mission to the disputed Bakassi peninsula in a bid to grasp the issues related to the countries’ disagreement.

The mission will visit the affected areas “in order to better understand and appreciate the practical problems it would have to deal with and resolve in the course of the implementation of its mandate,” according to a joint communiqué adopted yesterday at the conclusion of the first formal meeting of the “mixed commission” in Yaoundé, Cameroon.

The panel also agreed to establish a sub-commission, comprising legal experts and cartographers from Nigeria, Cameroon and the United Nations, responsible for the demarcation of the land boundary between the two countries.

The sub-commission is scheduled to meet before the end of next January to prepare a small-scale map indicating the boundary and to “consider the nature and characteristics of the maps that need to be prepared for the demarcation,” the communiqué said. The UN commission also agreed to consider the assignment of UN military liaison officers in both countries at a later date.

The commission, chaired by the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould-Adballah, was formed in response to a ruling in October on the Bakassi dispute by the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which essentially awarded Cameroon rights to the oil-rich peninsula. Following the Court’s decision, Nigeria asserted that the judgment did not consider “fundamental facts” about the Nigerian inhabitants of the territory, whose “ancestral homes” the ICJ had adjudged to be in Cameroonian territory.

The next meeting of the commission was set for 4 to 5 February in Abuja, Nigeria.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

3 December – Warning of a looming humanitarian crisis, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud Lubbers, today called on West African countries to keep their borders open to innocent civilians caught in intensified fighting in Côte d’Ivoire.

“I urge all the parties to exercise restraint,” Mr. Lubbers said. “The situation in West Africa is already bad enough. We cannot afford to see more misery in the region.”

In response to the emergencies in Côte d’Ivoire and neighbouring countries, UNHCR has issued an urgent appeal for $6.1 million to cover operations for three months. The agency said it is alarmed by reports that basic humanitarian principles are being ignored and that refugees are being drawn into the conflict. “I appeal to all governments in the region to allow free passage to refugees and civilians fleeing violence,” Mr. Lubbers said.

While incidents of refugees being barred entry into a neighbouring country remain isolated, UNHCR said it fears that a worsening crisis might prompt governments to seal their frontiers in the event of massive outflows The agency warned that if fighting spreads further, refugees might be forced to join an exodus from Côte d’Ivoire that could include some of the millions of migrant workers from surrounding countries that are themselves impoverished and unstable.

Côte d’Ivoire has sheltered 70,000 Liberian and 3,000 Sierra Leonean refugees for years. Since fighting broke out on 19 September, at least 25,000 refugees and civilians have left Côte d’Ivoire. Of that number, 19,000 Liberian refugees and 2,000 Ivorians went to Liberia, itself torn by rebellion.

* * *
DPRK


3 December – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today appealed to donors to fund a new $201 million emergency operation to feed 6.4 million vulnerable people in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) next year.

“It is vitally important to get adequate pledges promptly if we are to repair the damage caused by enforced aid stoppages since September that have deprived 3 million of the hungriest children, women and elderly people of badly needed help,” said Rick Corsino of WFP. “Hundreds of thousands more face ration cuts early in 2003.”

The situation in the country is improving, but funding has fallen far short of needs, according to WFP, which requires 512,000 tons of cereals and other commodities for 2003, down from the 611,000 tons sought for 2002. However, owing to an unprecedented slump in donations, the agency expects to distribute less than 430,000 tons this year.

WFP’s main beneficiaries will be children, pregnant and nursing women, the elderly, and those particularly affected by natural disasters and the country’s economic downturn.

The agency will also supply raw materials and other inputs to 18 factories that produce enriched blended foods and biscuits for millions of underfed infants and young children, as well as fortified noodles for malnourished pregnant and lactating women.

* * *

Sudanese refugees

3 December – Responding to deadly ethnic clashes among Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia, the United Nations and Ethiopian Government have agreed to set up a joint body to ensure that the perpetrators are brought to justice.

Kris Janowski, a spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), told the press in Geneva today that the agency is also studying the possibility of shifting some tribal communities out of Fugnido to other sites in order to ease the long-simmering ethnic tensions in the region.

Those tensions erupted into large-scale violence last Wednesday, when gunmen from the minority ethnic Anuak tribe reportedly attacked a group of Dinka refugees, killing 33 persons – including 18 women, one of whom was six months pregnant – and leaving nine wounded.

Wednesday’s massacre followed a shooting incident two days earlier that saw two refugees killed and 11 wounded during a dispute that involved Anuak and Dinka tribesmen arguing over control of the camp’s Minority Refugee Committee, according to UNHCR.

The fighting reportedly mirrors tribal and political conflicts among members of the Ethiopian host community, while the refugees’ affiliations with various factions of the rebel Sudanese People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) are said to be fuelling the dispute. 

Today, UNHCR representatives and the regional head of the agency’s main partner, the Administration for Refugee and Returnee Affairs (ARRA), went to the Fugnido refugee camp to speak with residents in a bid to restore calm.

Some 200 refugees who fled the camp following the initial clashes last Wednesday remain inside the UNHCR-ARRA compound, Mr. Janowski said. Fugnido camp currently houses 28,700 refugees, making it the largest of the five regional camps accommodating a total of more than 85,000 Sudanese refugees.

Tensions among ethnic groups in the refugee camp have increased since June, when 27 Nuer tribesmen were killed in one attack, UNHCR said. In late October, 13 refugees, including 11 women, were surrounded and stripped of their clothing by a group of Surma refugees while collecting firewood just outside of Fugnido.

In a separate development today, Mr. Janowski voiced UNHCR’s “sorrow and shock” over the news of a landmine explosion in Angola that killed seven people and injured six, most of them local medical staff from the non-governmental organization Médecins Sans Frontières. 

* * * 

Russian Federation


3 December – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today voiced grave concern over the fate of 1,500 displaced Chechens who had been living in a now near-empty camp in the Russian republic of Ingushetia.

Last week, the agency appealed to Moscow not to go through with its plans to close the Aki Yurt camp until decent alternative shelter could be found in Ingushetia. Today agency spokesman Kris Janowski reported that only three tents remained standing, “sheltering the last handful of displaced people awaiting departure to Chechnya.” 

Over the last two days, UN international field staff were not allowed to enter the camp, “under the pretext that their visit would give displaced people there false hopes,” he added. 


The agency estimates that just under half of Aki Yurt’s former residents remain in Ingushetia, probably either with host families or in existing temporary settlements. “Our staff and monitors are now trying to follow up on the location and condition of those displaced Chechens,” Mr. Janowski said. “We are very concerned that they receive adequate housing and assistance for the winter.” Weather conditions have been particularly harsh, with snow, icy roads and freezing temperatures. 

* * *
Secretary-General

2 December – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today paid tribute to the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), calling its contributions over the past century a “unifying, democratizing force” that has brought hope to many people.

In the text of his address to ceremonies in Washington, D.C., marking the 100th anniversary of PAHO, the Secretary-General said the organization’s record is one to be proud of, one which has helped increase life expectancy in the Americas to 72 years, up from 50 years a century ago.

The Secretary-General also recalled PAHO’s other accomplishments, including efforts to prevent child deaths through immunization and improved conditions of care, as well as reducing the risk of mothers dying in childbirth.

“The teamwork exhibited by PAHO and its partners has itself become a unifying, democratizing force, empowering women and communities and drawing countries closer together in networks of knowledge and mutual aid,” Mr. Annan said. “Where once fatalism reigned amongst the great mass of people, today there is hope – more than ever before.”

Despite such efforts, the Americas also face an “enormous backlog” of health-related despair, the Secretary-General noted, including the AIDS epidemic and violence, particularly against women and children.

“The Americas face a critical period ahead – in continuing the century-long expansion of health and social services; in consolidating the democratic transformation of the past two decades; and in coping with the economic and financial crises of today,” Mr. Annan said. “The strong tradition of partnership in the Americas, of which PAHO is such a leading example, will need to deepen further still.”


PAHO is the regional office for the Americas of the UN World Health Organization (WHO).

Earlier Monday, the Secretary-General also held a private discussion with fellows at the Woodrow Wilson Center.
* * *

UNFPA


3 December – Providing women with access to reproductive health care is critical to combating poverty, argues a new report launched today by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

The report, People, Poverty and Possibilities: Making Development Work for the Poor, contends that reducing the gender gap in health and education can significantly reduce personal and household poverty and generate national economic growth.

Reproductive health problems are among the main insecurities associated with poverty, according to the report, which notes that poor women have more unwanted children since they lack access to reproductive health services and information. At the same time, gender inequality often deprives women of the ability to refuse risky practices, keeps women uninformed about prevention, and puts them last in line for care and life-saving treatment. 

The report calls for greater investments in universal health care and women’s education, noting that schooling for mothers has been proven to contribute more to reducing the rate of child malnutrition than improvements in food availability. Closing the gender gap in education also helps women to reduce fertility and improves child survival. In countries where girls are only half as likely to go to school as boys, there are on average 21.1 more infant deaths per 1,000 live births than in countries with no such gender gap, according to the study.


Speaking at the report’s launch in New York, Jeffrey Sachs, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser on the UN Millennium Development Goals, said the report underscores the fact that women’s access to reproductive health services is not just a worthy goal on its own, “but an absolutely critical tool to alleviating poverty.”


Reproductive health, family planning services and population policies feed into all of the Millennium Development Goals, which were set by world leaders at a UN summit meeting in 2000, Mr. Sachs said. The report shows how giving greater access to reproductive health services “is a central component of the overall struggle against poverty,” he said.

Asked about the decision by the United States administration to cut off funding to UNFPA, Mr. Sachs said, “There is a growing recognition in American politics that poverty alleviation is actually part of a national security need and strategy for the United States and for other countries as well.” He voiced hope that the administration would “take a realistic view of what are the best ways to achieve poverty alleviation… and read this report.” 

* * *

UNICEF


3 December – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today announced the launch of a new campaign to get girls into school in 25 priority countries, mainly in Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia. 

Speaking to a meeting of African education ministers in Dar-es-Salaam, UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy announced the “25 by 2005” drive to eliminate gender disparities in primary and secondary education, pledging that her agency will do whatever is necessary to help the countries meet the goal of gender equality in education by 2005.

“It is our commitment that no girl will be left behind as her country attempts to move forward, and that every girl will be educated to assume her rightful place as an agent in her country’s development,” Ms. Bellamy told the eighth conference of Ministers of Education of African Member States.

The UNICEF chief warned that failure to achieve credible progress toward the goals is a threat to human development. “Any delay will only perpetuate entrenched inequities and condemn yet another generation of children to a life of poverty, dependence, and unfulfilled possibility,” she said. 

The new initiative targets countries based on such factors as low enrolment rates for girls, more than 1 million girls out of school, and prevailing crises that affect schooling opportunities for girls, such as HIV/AIDS and conflict.

In each country, UNICEF will work with the government to mobilize new resources, build broad national consensus about the need to get girls in school, and help improve schools themselves to make them more welcoming to girls.

The campaign will cover Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Central African Republic, Chad, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Guinea, India, Malawi, Mali, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, the Sudan, Tanzania, Turkey, Yemen and Zambia.

* * *

Afghanistan

3 December – The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today said it is conducting a national livestock census in Afghanistan in a bid to collect detailed data on the number of animals in the country and its livestock production practices.

“There are no exact figures of the current number of livestock in Afghanistan,” said Len Reynolds, FAO Census Manager. “The last census was held in 1995, but the situation has changed dramatically since then.”

After four years of drought and conflict, farmers and nomads in Afghanistan have suffered a severe drop – as much as 70 per cent – in livestock, according to FAO, which noted that the census is essential for planning the rehabilitation and development of the Afghan livestock sector. The survey will also help to better target veterinary services and disease control, in particular vaccination campaigns against infectious diseases like rinderpest and foot-and-mouth.

The current exercise, which will involve more than 30,000 villages and farming communities, and is being undertaken in close cooperation with the Afghan Government and non-governmental organizations, with financial assistance from Italy.

The agency expects data collection to be finished by the end of next March, with the final analysis and report completed by the end of July 2003.

* * *

UN lecture series

3 December – The link between energy and climate change was the focus of a discussion today by noted experts at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, the third in a series of talks hosted by Secretary-General Kofi Annan on issues outside the normal range of UN topics and on matters at the forefront of both the humanities and natural sciences.

The speakers were Professors Rajendra Pachauri, Director-General of Tata Energy Research Institute and Chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, and Professor Nebojsa Nakicenovic, Project Leader at International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis and Professor at the Technical University of Vienna.

In his introductory remarks, the Secretary-General noted that there is no time to lose “if we are to learn both to use energy differently, and to use different energy sources – and if we are to ensure that that knowledge comes to benefit the billions of people who today lack any access to modern energy at all.”

* * * 

Deputy Secretary-General


3 December – The United Nations Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, today urged participants at a meeting in Finland on partnerships to view their concerns from a global perspective.

Attending the Helsinki Conference, held under the theme “Searching for Global Partnerships,” Ms. Fréchette emphasized that in broad terms there was considerable agreement on the common global values, such as those identified in the UN Charter and the Millennium Declaration, which was adopted by world leaders attending a summit in 2000.

At the same time, she pointed out that in everyday reality, these values are sometimes interpreted differently, depending on culture, tradition and history. “It is also important to recognize that we do not live in a world of principles alone; there is also interests and power,” she stressed.

Ms. Fréchette challenged government leaders to define their own interest within a global framework and convince their citizens that this was important.

Also participating in the Conference were a number of high-ranking political decision-makers, heads of international organizations, key researchers, civil society and business representatives.

* * *

Bosnia and Herzegovina

3 December – With help from the United Nations and other charitable organizations, a 700-year-old, sacred Jewish document has been unveiled in a public setting for the first time in Sarajevo.

The Sarajevo Haggadah, with its description of human history from the beginning of the universe to the death of Moses, dates back to the 14th century in Barcelona and was a wedding present to a young couple.

Speaking at the text’s unveiling last night, Jacques Klein, the top UN envoy in Bosnia and Herzegovina, said the odyssey of the Sarajevo Haggadah has come to an end. “It is home. It is safe,” he said.

The document is being stored at the National Museum in a vault room constructed with the help of several organizations, including the United Nations Trust Fund, the World Bank, and many governments and charitable foundations.

Their efforts, Mr. Klein said, show that the survival of Bosnia and Herzegovina, “with its precious heritage of cultural and religious harmony, is possible.”

* * * 

International Day of Disabled Persons

3 December – Marking the International Day of Disabled Persons, United Nations officials today highlighted efforts to find innovative approaches to help people with disabilities achieve full and equal participation in all aspects of economic, social, cultural and political life.

In a message to commemorate the occasion, Secretary-General Kofi Annan noted that the commitment to full and effective participation of disabled persons in economic and social development is deeply rooted in the principles of the UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other human rights instruments.

The Secretary-General also urged the international community to pledge to fight exclusion, create opportunities for all people, and “build societies in which persons with disabilities are seen not only as beneficiaries of society’s support, but as an empowered and empowering source of social, cultural, political and economic development.”

For his part, General Assembly President Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic noted that the UN system has played a powerful, catalytic role, first by placing the issue on the world agenda more than a generation ago and then through regular monitoring and reporting of the progress achieved at national and international levels.

Mr. Kavan pointed out, however, that there is no comprehensive database on disability statistics and the application of benefits of treaties and conventions dealing with human rights and the elimination of discrimination of populations with disabilities remains lacking.

“At this critical juncture, it is imperative that relevant governmental and regional institutions focus on the issue of sustainable livelihood and independent living through infrastructure for education, training, capacity building, rehabilitation, medical and social services, safety nets and promotion of employment opportunities,” he said.
Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, stressed that disability must be understood as a human rights issue, and that violations of civil liberties and humanitarian law are often causes of disability. “Discrimination undermines human dignity and deprives persons with disabilities of those basic rights and fundamental freedoms that most of us take for granted,” he said.

The High Commissioner also referred to the process undertaken by the UN General Assembly to consider proposals for a new international treaty to promote and protect the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities, stressing that a new accord would enhance dramatically the “visibility” of persons with disabilities, and would represent an important step forward in the recognition and protection of their human rights.

* * *

International Day of Disabled Persons

3 December – Community-based rehabilitation programmes have a profoundly positive impact on disabled persons but are too small and under-resourced to make a qualitative difference in the lives of more than a fraction of those in developing countries, according to a report released today by the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO).

The report, conducted in collaboration with the Swedish Organizations of Disabled Persons International Aid Association and launched in conjunction with the International Day of Disabled Persons, is based on interviews with those concerned in Ghana, Guyana and Nepal.
In general, the report notes that community-based rehabilitation programmes seek to foster the equalization of opportunities and social integration of children and adults with physical, sensorial, psychological and mental disabilities. The programmes also aim to eliminate stigma and increase the recognition of disabled persons as resourceful members of societies.

The study calls for increased participation of disabled persons as role models, self-advocates and employed experts in these programmes, noting that such plans “largely continue to regard persons with disabilities as beneficiaries and not as participants with a voice and a choice.”

In addition, it points out that the limited participation in school, work and social activities experienced by disabled people is largely a result of societal barriers, and calls for combined efforts of community members, policy makers and legislators to improve conditions for persons with disabilities.

* *** *
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