[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Monday, 7 October 2002



Other Environment-related News

· BBC - Great apes are getting help from programmers
· ENS - Opinion:  An Enlarged Europe will be better …
· Reuters - EU will miss Kyoto target - top energy economist 


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "RONA" 

RONA

· ROWA

Other UN News

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing for 4 October 2002
· U.N. Highlights of 4 October 
ENS

WorldScan: October 4, 2002 

  World's Seas Awash with Sewage 

NAIROBI, Kenya, October 4, 2002 (ENS) - All governments should back wastewater emission targets as a key step towards cleaning up the world's seas and reducing the number of people at risk of disease due to lack of basic  sanitation services, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) urged Thursday at the release of a new report at its headquarters in Nairobi. 

Prepared in response to a target on sanitation agreed at last month's World Summit on Sustainable Development, the report shows that hundreds of millions of coastal dwellers are at risk. 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, "Lack of adequate sanitation has been emerging as one of the biggest threats to human health. It is estimated that the global economic burden due to ill-health, disease and death  related to pollution of coastal waters is running at $16 billion a year." 

One way of dealing with the problem is to "set realistic but ambitious wastewater emission targets," Toepfer said, stressing that the targets should be "linked to a timetable when the targets should be met." 

The South Asian seas are at highest risk of pollution as a result of 825 million people being without basic sanitation services, according to the new UNEP report detailing the global threat to coastal populations and the environment from untreated sewage discharges. 

The report, "Water Supply and Sanitation Coverage in UNEP Regional Seas - Need For Wastewater Emission Targets?" shows that the level of untreated domestic wastes being discharged into South Asia's coastal waters is the highest in the world, increasing the risk of shellfish contamination and the chance of toxic, algal blooms poisoning fish and wildlife. 

Precious habitats, such as South Asia's coral reefs, are under increased stress as a result of the high levels of nutrients and suspended solids linked with the discharges. 

The region at second highest risk is East Asia, where 515 million people, or 25 percent of the population in coastal countries, are without access to proper sanitation services. 

The facts detailed in the report are intended to assist the UNEP Regional Seas Programmes in taking appropriate action to contribute to achieving a target agreed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development. This aims, by the year 2015, to halve the number of people that have no access to basic sanitation services. 

Almost 40 percent of the world population lives in coastal areas, less then 60 kilometers (40 miles) from the shoreline. 

The third most polluted region is the seas of the North West Pacific where 414 million people have no access to basic sanitation systems. 

Then, in descending order, the report lists the number of millions of people in each region of the world that are at risk from sewage pollution of their seas - West and Central African, 107 million; South West Atlantic, 45 million; Wider  Caribbean, 34 million; Mediterranean, 26 million; Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, 21 million; East African, 19 million; the Persian, or Arabian, Gulf, 18 million; the Black Sea, 14 million; the South East Pacific, 12 million; and theSouth Pacific, two million. 

UNEP officials are considering Wastewater Emission Targets as instruments for prioritization, resource allocation and progress reporting towards achieving the global targets agreed upon at the World Summit. 

"One additional target, which we believe is doable at the global level, is to have a minimum of 20 percent of coastal cities implementing sustainable and  environmentally sound water supply and wastewater treatment systems by 2012, said Cees van de Guchte, the senior program officer who is responsible  for the Strategic Action Plan on Municipal Wastewater of UNEP's Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-Based Activities. 

The goal is to provide safe drinking water and proper sanitation to all the world's people by 2025. "Some experts estimate that this would cost $180  billion a year - two to three times more then present investments in the water  sector. It may seem high," van de Guchte said, "but the benefits in terms of disease reduction and dramatic environmental improvements to the coastal  and marine environment are also high." 

                                              * * *

​________________________________________________________________________________

Internet Wire 

October 4, 2002 Friday 

Environmental Award For Professor Klaus Toepfer And Dr. Peter Lueth, Pioneer For Biological

 Pesticides; DBU Honours International Commitment And Development Of Biological Products - Awarding Ceremony On 27  October In Magdeburg 

      The new prizewinners of the German Environmental Award have been nominated. Presented by Federal

      President Johannes Rau the Executive Director of the United Nations' Environmental Programme UNEP and former Federal Minister for the Environment, Professor Klaus Toepfer (64, Nairobi), and the Founder and      Manager of the Prophyta GmbH, Dr. Peter Lueth (46, Malchow/Mecklenburg West-Pomerania), will be      receiving Europe's best-endowed environmental award, worth EUR 500,000 on October, 27 in Magdeburg.      The Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt (DBU) thus will be honouring Professor Toepfer for his outstanding   achievement in international environmental protection as highest-ranking German in the UN and Dr. Lueth for

the development and production of biological pesticides, mentioned DBU Secretary General Fritz Brickwedde      in a today's press release. 

      Please find a more detailed article on the DBU homepage www.dbu.de. 

________________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist 

October 5, 2002 

Environment 

 Germany 

       The great white shark of Jaws fame, a hairy-kneed camel and the blind river dolphin have won tough new protection from the UN Environment Programme. Delegates at UNEP's meeting on migratory species also agreed countries must check on the effects of land and sea wind turbines on birds and dolphins.
________________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist

US millers fight for banned pesticide 

Fred Pearce 

      BODY: 

      INDUSTRIALISTS are pressing the US government to ditch an important part of the Montreal Protocol, the global treaty on repairing the ozone layer. They want to be exempted from a ban on a pesticide called methyl bromide on the grounds that they have no acceptable alternative. 

      In 1994, governments that signed the 1987 Montreal Protocol agreed to extend the ban on CFCs, the main destroyer of the ozone layer, to cover another ozone-eating chemical, methyl bromide. The US currently uses about 27 million kilograms of methyl bromide each year, mostly to fumigate soils and kill insects in grain mills and silos. That's about 40 per cent of total worldwide use. The ban will come into force in rich nations at the start of 2005, with developing nations following suit in 2015. But after the US government's decision not to sign the Kyoto Protocol on global warming, representatives of the country's biggest grain mills are now encouraging the Bush administration to row back on the Montreal Protocol too. Last week, they said they want to carry on using the chemical after 2005. 

      The UN is willing to consider proposals from governments for exemptions to the methyl bromide ban where there is "a lack of technically and economically feasible alternatives". The US Department of Agriculture is encouraging industry to apply quickly if they want one of these "critical use exemptions". Research from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), they say, makes "apparent the realities and importance" of these exemptions. 

      The North American Millers' Association is calling for such an exemption, on the grounds that they have no appropriate replacement. And, controversially, they claimed last week that UN scientists believe a ban on the chemical wouldn't help heal the ozone layer anyway. 

      When challenged by New Scientist, the association could not actually name a UN expert who holds that view.  And Michael Graber, deputy executive secretary for the Montreal Protocol, based at the UN Environment Programme in Nairobi, told New Scientist he is not aware of any UN experts ever saying that. 

      A UNEP assessment of the ozone layer published in August directly contradicts the claim, saying an immediate ban on methyl bromide would reduce the damage to the ozone layer by 4 per cent. The effect  would be almost instant and would, it says, be a major benefit during the next decade or so when the ozone layer is particularly vulnerable. 

      Bernard J. Rothwell III, chairman of the millers' association, claims the ban would cost his industry $ 60  million a year. Most existing alternatives are expensive and no single technique works for everything. It takes 24 to 48 hours to fumigate a silo with methyl bromide, for example, versus a minimum of five days for an alternative called phosphine. That time difference costs money. "Under UN rules, our agricultural competitors get to keep using methyl bromide, so banning it here hurts US agriculture," Rothwell says. 

      In his application for an exemption, Rothwell says that the US milling industry "needs additional time" to develop cost-effective alternatives. The proposal will be vetted by the EPA. As New Scientist went to press,  the agency would not comment on whether the millers' case is likely to be accepted. _____________________________________________________________________________
Africa News 

October 4, 2002 Friday 

Management of Medical Or Clinical Waste 

      BYLINE: The Independent 

      BODY: 

      Medical services and their management present an enormous challenge to all countries of the African

      Continent, and the management of medical waste is an issue which has been identified by the majority of

      the stakeholder countries as being a high priority that needs urgent attention. 

      Inorder to strengthen capacity in the region for the environmentally sound management of hazardous waste,      the Basel Convention Regional Centre (BCRC) for English - speaking African countries in collaboration with  the WHO and the Gambia government has this week organised a 4 day Training of Trainers (TOT) workshop at the Kairaba Beach Hotel. The workshop target people responsible for the management of medical waste in health facilities in the country at both public and private facilities. 

      The course is also in line with the requirements for the implementation of the Environmental Management

      Discharge permit Regulations 2001, which makes it mandatory on all health facilities to manage their medical waste in an environmental sound manner. The objective of the training is to provide and present appropriate material on technical, policy, legal and management issues to delegates issues to delegates to improve their general medical waste management skills and capacity and stimulate awareness and understanding of the  dangers posed by medical waste. It also aims to ensure that participants understand the hazard to train others in the principles of management medical waste. 

      The Basel convention on the control of trans-boundary movement of hazardous waste and their disposal

      adopted by the conference of plenipotentiaries in Basel, Switzerland in 1989, was developed under the

      auspices of the United Nation Environment Project (UNEP). 

      Making a remark at the official opening of the training course, WHO Country Representative Dr. James

      Mwanzia disclosed that his organisation has identified health and the environment as one of the global

      priority areas, because environmental changes at global and local levels increasingly affect health,

      particularly of poor and vulnerable populations, including women and children. He however noted that the

      increased use of medical supplies including needles and syringes, their management and inappropriate

      disposal practices lead to adverse effects on health. 

      "We must be aware of the danger posed by poor disposal of clinical waste which include the risk of

      contracting HIV/AIDS to health workers as well as the public at large. We therefore need to develop

      appropriate technologies aimed at having functional incinerators in our health institutions and in the

      municipalities. The logistics of transporting the clinical waste as well as the use of protective gear is also

      very critical." Dr. Mwanzia warned the participants. 

      In officially declaring the training course open, the SOS for Health and Social Welfare Dr. Yankuba Gassama  said the Gambia acceded to the Basel Convention in December 1997, and over they years, all parties have worked together to further clarify the scope of the convention and to elaborate to varying degrees legal and technical mechanisms with a view to facilitate its implementation. The Health SOS further noted that BCRC in Pretoria, South Africa is to provide training course for English Speaking African countries in all aspects of  handling and management of hazardous waste to all member countries according to their priorities in collaboration with Basel focal institutions. 

      Medical waste, he said, has been identified as one of the priority hazardous waste streams of the Gambia

      and thus the need for this training course is eminent. SOS Gassama therefore reaffirmed that the

      management of medical waste has been and is still a concern to his Department of State. "Health care is an

      essential service to our community and its importance cannot be overstated. However, in course of

      providing that service, very highly hazardous waste are generated which can seriously harm human health

      and environment if not properly managed. As health practitioners and environmentalists, it is our duty to

      ensure that our activities do not undermine the very principle of the protection of human health." SOS Dr. 

      Gassama declared. 

      Dr. John Mbogoma, Executive Director, BCRC for English-speaking African countries revealed that the course will help develop a national medical waste management training and technology transfer programme for member countries, while in addition, the host country (The Gambia) develops an approach for future training in medical waste management. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Nationwide News Pty Limited   

Australian Magazine 

October 5, 2002, Saturday 

 SECTION: MAGAZINE-TYPE- REVIEW-COLUMN- FOREWORD; Pg. 10 

       BYLINE: Greg Callaghan 

Transitions 

 Highly devolved 

      Conservationists have given up issuing dire warnings about the gradual extinction of our closest 

      living relatives, the great apes. It's now imminent. "The clock is standing at one minute to midnight,"

      according to the latest report by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). Two more monkey

      species have become extinct over the past five years, and most species of chimpanzees, gorillas and

      orang-utans have dwindled to critical lows in virtually all regions. 

      "Roads are being built in the few remaining pristine forests of Africa and South-East Asia to extract timber, minerals and oil," laments the report. "This is destroying the great apes' last homes and making it easier for poachers to slaughter them for meat." 

      Habitat destruction, fuelled by civil unrest in Africa and unbridled logging and urbanisation in Indonesia,

      means that less than ten per cent of the habitat left for ape populations will remain by 2030. The outlook for the orang-utans is bleakest: within ten years, almost all of their habitat will be gone. Every year, thousands      more gorillas and chimpanzees are killed for meat, a delicacy in some countries. It's not just conservationists      who are deeply concerned - because chimps and apes share more than 98 per cent of the DNA of humans,      they are vital to the study of disease, most recently AIDS. 

____________________________________________________________________________

ENS

 Wild Elephants Falling to Illicit Ivory Trade 

GENEVA, Switzerland, October 4, 2002 (ENS) - An illegal trade in ivory driven by large, unregulated domestic markets in several Asian and African countries exists today although a ban on international trade in ivory has been in force since 1989, according to a series of analytical reports based on data from the Elephant Trade Information System. 

Tusks seized from poachers rest in a Tanzanian storeroom. (Photo courtesy WWF)

Over 7,800 records of elephant product seizures that have taken place throughout the world since 1989 have been collected by the Elephant Trade Information System (ETIS), implicating 150 countries in the illicit ivory trade. 

China, Nigeria, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Thailand are named in the reports as frequent sources or  destinations for "large volumes" of illegal ivory. The growing economic power of consumers in China is making that country "the  major force in driving ivory demand worldwide," the reports state. 

"Our analysis shows that, since 1998, demand for ivory in China has dramatically increased. In fact, it is the single most important factor influencing the increasing trend," said coauthor Tom Milliken, director of the  wildlife trade monitoring network TRAFFIC for the region encompassing East                      Africa and Southern Africa. 

ETIS is an international monitoring system that tracks illegal trade in elephant products. It was created in 1997 by the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). 

Developed and managed by TRAFFIC, in association with the CITES Secretariat, the system uses global records of seizures of ivory and other elephant products as a basis for understanding illegal trade dynamics and trends. 

Some 185 metric tons of raw ivory have been reported as seized throughout the world since January 1989, according to the records in ETIS. These seizures are estimated to represent 32,692 tusks or pieces of raw ivory, 129,793 semi-worked ivory blocks, and 131,251 worked ivory products. 

These first analytical results from the monitoring system will be presented at the 12th meeting of the Parties to CITES set for November 3 to 15 in Santiago, Chile. 

The reports, based upon statistical analysis of the ETIS data, show trends and changes in trends of ivory seizures over time, identify those countries that play leading roles in the illicit ivory trade, and assess the nature of their  involvement. 

                      Ivory Chinese Buddha (Photo courtesy Mystic Merchant)

The statistical analysis correlates the illegal ivory trade with the presence of large scale, unregulated, export or import ivory markets in China, Nigeria, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Thailand. 

Of secondary importance are markets in Angola, Burundi, Cote d'Ivoire, Egypt, India, Republic of                      Korea, Philippines, and Sudan, the ETIS reports show. 

"Located in both Africa and Asia, these markets have become increasingly more active since 1996 and account for the greatest volume of ivory being seized throughout the world," said Milliken. "If we                      want to stop elephant poaching, we must address these markets." 

Between 1989 and 1997, all elephant populations were listed in Appendix I of  CITES, which imposed a global ban on international commercial trade in elephant products such as ivory. 

In September 1997, the large and increasing elephant populations of Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe were transferred to Appendix II, allowing a single ivory sale to Japan two years later. 

In 2000, the South African elephant population was also transferred to  Appendix II, but there was no provision for trade in ivory. 

ETIS was established to monitor whether or not the limited resumption in  ivory trade would have negative impacts on elephant populations. 

In terms of global ivory trade trends, the ETIS reports indicate that ivory seizure volumes progressively declined from 1989 to 1994, remained stable at 1994 levels through to 1998, but have been increasing ever since. 

CITES Secretary General Willem Wijnstekers (Photo courtesy CITES)

"We're concerned that illegal trade in ivory is  increasing," said Willem Wijnstekers, secretary                                       general of CITES. "At the same time, it is some  consolation to note that this increase does not                                       appear to be related to decisions taken under CITES, but rather potent and new economic forces in                                       countries that traditionally value elephant ivory." 

Conservation groups are disputing Wijnstekers' disclaimer of CITES' responsibility, saying that the ivory trade and elephant  downlisting proposals approved by the CITES Parties in 1997 and 2000                      prompted in increase in poaching of elephants and illegal trade in ivory. 

The International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) there is a "clear relation between ivory trade proposals and the increase in illegal poaching of elephants for ivory." 

The Wildlife Trust of India says it has "clear data" showing that just before  the previous two meetings of CITES, which meets every 30 months, that the "illegal killing of elephants rose significantly." 

Vivek Menon, executive director of the Wildlife Trust of India, said, "Our  information indicates that this is due directly to the assumption by illegal traders that the ivory markets would reopen." 

                      African elephant (Photo courtesy Save the Elephants)

At the November CITES meeting, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe                      are proposing to export specific quantities of  ivory under controlled conditions. Kenya and                      India are proposing to place all African elephant populations back under Appendix I, which prohibits commercial trade. 

The conservationists warn that downgrading elephant listing by CITES Parties in November                      will lead to more poaching and illegal ivory trading. 

Jason Bell, IFAW regional director for Southern Africa, said, “If the Southern Africa  ivory stockpile sales are allowed to proceed,  this would only serve to feed the demand for ivory, creating a market that  would then be even more dependent on illegal ivory sources to maintain it. This would spell disaster for the world’s elephants." 

But with close to half its people starving, Zimbabwe has its eyes on the millions of dollars in foreign currency it could earn if the downlisting proposal succeeds. 

The "Harare Herald" reported in August that to boost the country's chances  of securing an annual export quota of ivory, the Zimbabwe National Parks and Wildlife Management Authority has been spending about $24 million each  year on, among other things, providing sustainable artificial water supplies for the growing number of elephants in Hwange National Park, and upgrading the                      radio communication system in the elephant range areas. 

Zimbabwe is permitted to sell elephant products within the country, and is generating the money to make these improvements from sale of wildlife products derived from natural mortality of elephants and management activities such as problem elephant control, the Herald reported. 

Wijnstekers urged governments to address the problem of unregulated domestic ivory markets. "By giving us a deeper understanding of how the  illegal ivory trade works, the ETIS monitoring system has also flagged the most important action we can take to protect the African elephant strict                      regulation and enforcement of the domestic ivory trade by all countries," he said. 

According to the IUCN-World Conservation Union there are estimated to be  between 38,000 and 51,000 wild Asian elephants and more than 600,000 African elephants living in the wild. 

The ETIS reports are online at: http://www.cites.org/common/cop/12/docs/eng/E12-34-1.pdf 

The TRAFFIC reports on trade in elephants and elephant products in Viet  Nam, China, Taiwan, Myanmar and Japan are available from TRAFFIC's Online Report Series at:  http://www.traffic.org/publications/reportseries.html _______________________________________________________________________________

AFP

10/04/2002 10:47:52 

War and poaching threaten DRCongo great apes with extinction 
by Georges Tamba 

KINSHASA, Oct 3 (AFP) - War and poaching threaten to put the great apes of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), a country torn apart by a four-year war, on the brink of extinction, scientists have said. 

"If we do not act now to protect them, most of the great ape population will disappear in the next 20 years," saidIan Redmond, a British ecologist heading a United Nations Environment Program project in the area. 

"Great apes" is the general term for gorillas, chimpanzees, bonobos and orangutans. 

The DRC has the world's only remaining sanctuary for gorillas, chimpanzees and bonobos. Chimpanzees and bonobos are the two animal species whose behavior most closely resembles that of humans. 

Redmond, who has spent three years studying great apes in Keresoki, in Sud-Kivu province in eastern DRC, said the country's rural population systematically poaches great apes for their meat. 

Since 1998, Congolese rebels and their military allies from Rwanda and Uganda have also hunted the great apes and forced out the pygmies that ensured the ecosystem's balance and protected the forest's animal dwellers. 

"The protection of these animals that attract tourists will allow the country to develop," Redmond said. 

Ecologists and environmental activists from the DRC's 11 provinces gathered last week in Kinshasa to ask the government for laws to protect the apes, which they called "national wealth on the level of gold, diamonds and

copper." 

The only way to save the great apes, including the gorillas from the mountains of Kivu in the east and the bonobos from the forests of Equateur province in the north, would be to accord them special status assuring their "immunity" even in times of armed conflict, the activists said in a statement. 

"As much as humans, these gardeners of the forest must enjoy protection," they said. 

"We must create a police force to protect nature, regulate access to tourist sites and end the business of selling apes at very low prices as pets to expatriates who later abandon them," a specialist on chimpanzees said. 

Attention from the government will not come easily in this vast country -- stretching from the equator in the north to the Tropic of Capricorn in the southeast -- where the population is gripped by hunger and armed rebels are indifferent to the apes' plight. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________               

BBC

Great apes are getting help from programmers

               By Paul Rubens 

              Your handheld computer can now help gorillas.   The creator of a clever appointment tracking program  called DateBk for the Palm computer is using the money generated by the software to fund a sanctuary for the great apes. DateBk is one of a growing number of programs known  as careware that help charities by either using the cash they generate to do good works or by asking anyone buying the program to give money to a good cause.  Just like selling software for profit, writing careware is proving to be a highly effective way of raising funds for charity, not to mention far less strenuous than a sponsored marathon run.   

             Pocket money 

C E Steuart Dewar started writing DateBk in 1997. All profits from its sale now go to a charity called the Dewar Wildlife Trust, which distributes the money.   With hundreds of thousands, perhaps even millions, of copies of the software now paid for - at up to $24.95 a time - the charity is building Gorilla Haven, a sanctuary for zoo gorillas set in 131 hectares of land in Georgia,  USA.  Money raised from the software also goes to the Limbe Wildlife Centre in Cameroon and the Tacugama Chimpanzee Sanctuary in Sierra Leone.              Boredom, rather than altruism, was the main reason for writing the software, said Mr Dewar. 

            "I was travelling a lot by plane and found writing it a fun way to pass the time on airplanes and earn some extra pocket money," he says. 

 Following retirement, and the sale of his business, he decided to give away the money generated by               his pastime. The sheer amount of money that his program was able to raise came as a big surprise.                "I never had any idea that it would become the major source of funding for Gorilla Haven," he said.                Like shareware, which is often sold for profit, careware is benefiting from the net's popularity which               lets software be distributed globally at negligible cost.  Software is the prefect product to sell to raise money for charity because once the program has been written, creating extra copies costs nothing. 

               But it does not mean the end of work for Mr Dewar. Now he spends his time helping people use his software.

               "I spend about 70 hours a week on DateBk, of which 90 per cent is just answering e-mails," he says.                

Big money 

               Not all careware programs are successful enough to fund entire wildlife reserves. Many careware authors simply ask that a donation to charity be made. 

              The range of careware available is staggering. They include scripts for people running web servers, software that looks for low airfares, and tank battle games for handheld computers. The range of good causes which benefit from funds raised by careware is equally eclectic: a Catholic Mission  in Kenya, a centre for the blind in Queensland, Australia, and a rural primary school in Buckinghamshire, to name but a few. Some authors do not even ask for donations of money, but hope to improve the world by asking people to take direct action. Paul Lutus, a careware author from Washington, USA, has developed a well-regarded website  creation program called Arachnophilia, which can be downloaded from the internet. His payment terms are these: "To own Arachnophilia, I ask that you stop whining about how hard your life is, at least for a while. Stop whining for an hour, a day, your choice. Say encouraging words   to young people, make them feel welcome on planet Earth." Ironically, one could argue that Microsoft is the most successful careware creator.                The vast amounts of money the company has made have enabled Bill Gates, the company's founder, to set up the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

               This charity funds health and education projects around the world, and thanks to extraordinary ability of  software to generate cash, Mr Gates has been able to endow the foundation with a staggering $24 billion. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Opinion: An Enlarged Europe Will Be Better for the

                      Environment 

                      By Margot Wallstrom 

                      {The European Union will soon be enlarged by 13 new countries that will

                      become EU Member States - Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia,

                      Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia,

                      and Turkey. 

Margot Wallstrom, Member of the European Commission responsible for Environment and a a Swedish Social Democrat, made these comments on the  environmental aspects of EU enlargement September 30, 2002, at the British Labour Party Conference in Blackpool, England.} 

The enlargement of the European Union is approaching its finale. 

The Union has announced its readiness to welcome the first new Member  States in 2004. 

The journey has at times been rocky. But, looking back a lot has been achieved since the accession negotiations on environment were launched. 

European Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom (Photo courtesy Office of the Commissioner)

At the start of the enlargement negotiations, many feared that the environment would be one of the                                       most difficult issues to settle. This had to do with real political difficulties. 

One of the requirements for accession is that candidate countries must adopt and implement all                                       the Union's legal acts, known in the EU jargon as the "acquis." 

The Union's environmental acquis is a vast block of complex laws - around 270 - that are often highly technical and require specific skills from those who implement them. This is a serious problem in many candidate countries, where the environmental sector lacks funds and has problems attracting skilled staff                      with adequate salaries. 

Secondly, let's face it, putting these laws into practice can be expensive.  Particularly so in the candidate countries, where environmental protection has not been a priority area in the past and where technologies used are often outdated. 

According to European Commission estimates, the 10 central and eastern candidate countries have to invest between 80 and 110 billion €uro to comply with EU environmental requirements. 

Thirdly, time is a crucial factor. In a relatively short period the candidate countries have had to pass hundreds of laws through their national legislatures. In many countries the challenge is aggravated by a chronically                    slow decision making process. 

                      No Environmental Dumping 

Faced sometimes by the sheer practical impossibility of the task, the  candidates and the EU have agreed to extend the implementation deadline of certain environment directives [laws]. 

                      Margot Wallstrom in discussion in her office (Photo courtesy Office of the                      Commissioner)

But on the EU side the prospect of allowing candidate countries long transition periods has raised                      fears of environmental dumping - that lower environmental standards could give companies in                     candidate countries competitive advantages on the Single Market over their more strictly regulated EU                      counterparts. 

This has not been the case. The EU defined already in the early stage of the negotiations that transitional periods for certain environmental directives would be out of question. No transition periods should be accepted if they have a major effect on the Single Market. For example, that is why the EU has refused transition periods for the directives related to the product standards for fuel. 

On the other hand, transition periods on legislation requiring very heavy investments have been possible. They have been negotiated on a case-by-case basis, and accepted where they have been sufficiently limited in time and scope. 

Successful Negotiations 

The EU launched the enlargement process formally in March 1998, and the negotiations in the environment chapter were opened with first countries in 1999. Already before official opening, most candidates had started to prepare for accession by transposing the EU environmental laws into national statute books, although it was usually not done in a systematic way. 

By the end of 2001 the accession negotiations on the environment chapter were provisionally concluded with nine countries - Cyprus, Czech Republic, Hungary, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia.                      Considering the difficulties related to the chapter, the progress has been very fast. 

Progress was stimulated by the Commission's 'road map' for enlargement, setting 2004 as first target date for accession. 

March 2001 was a historic moment as it marked the closure of theenvironmental negotiations with the first of the candidate countries -  Slovenia. 

                      Remarkable Benefits 

Margot Wallstrom at climate negotiations in Bonn, July 2001. Beside her is Belgian Minister for Energy and Sustainable Development Olivier  Deleuze (Photo courtesy IISD/ENB-Leila Mead)

The challenges of the enlargement for the candidate countries are significant, but the EU directives also bring very important benefits. 

Putting the EU directives into practice is about much more than just fulfilling the accession criteria. 

Up-grading the national environmental norms to match EU requirements will reduce air pollution, bring better quality of drinking water for millions and improve waste management. It will eliminate the worst health hazards and improve people's living environment, for instance by reducing respiratory diseases. This is particularly important for exposed groups such as children. 

These benefits are very real. If we do not take them into account, we will never have a complete understanding of the true effects of enlargement. 

That's why the Commission financed a study on the benefits that the candidate countries can expect from EU environmental policy. 

                      Its main results are, I believe, truly remarkable. 

The study confirms that all candidate countries will reap significant benefits from EU environmental directives. The total value of these benefits could range from 134 to 681 billion €uro for the period of 1999-2020, or 12 to 69 billion €uro annually. 

Wallstrom gets around Brussels by bicycle.  (Photo courtesy Office of the Commissioner)

The main benefits from EU directives are clearly from improved public health. It is a fact that air pollution

causes respiratory diseases, even premature deaths. 

According to the study, reaching EU air standards will reduce the number of  cases of chronic bronchitis in the candidate countries by between 43,000  to 180,000. In addition, some 15,000 to  34,000 premature deaths could be  avoided. 

Moreover, the health benefits from better air quality are not limited to the candidate countries. Pollution in the                                                air or in the waterways, just like so many other environmental problems, travels freely across national borders. 

      For the EU, less air pollution from the candidate countries could imply public health benefits worth €6.5 billion annually. This is also the case for countries such as Russia, Ukraine or  Belorussia that can all expect cleaner air. 

Environmental investments and more modern technology will improve economic efficiency and boost companies' productivity. For industry, more efficient waste management brings savings, and better water quality means lower production and maintenance costs, as equipment will no longer be damaged by dirty water. 

                      Further Enhancing the EU Environment 

But let's not forget the environmental advantages the candidate countries can currently boast.  The candidate countries will also make an important environmental  contribution to the EU. 

Many candidate countries still enjoy well functioning public transport systems. They should be encouraged to maintain and upgrade these. This may, of course, be difficult in the face of demands for more private car                      ownership as living standards rise. 

Central and eastern European countries also still have animal and plant species that are rare or extinct - mammals such as the European bison, wolf or bear, and birds such as the red-footed falcon. They host wetlands and forests that are remarkable on an international scale. 

In the future, these animals and nature sites will enjoy the protection of the  EU nature legislation. 

                      The EU Helps Financially Too 

In recent years most candidate countries have increased their expenditure on environmental protection or are planning to do so. Currently, investment expenditure on the environment ranges from 0.6 to three percent of GDP [Gross Domestic Product]. For most countries this is still only a fraction of the required investments. 

For full implementation of the EU legislation the countries would have to spend on environment on average between two and three percent of GDP in  the coming years. 

But the candidate countries are not left alone to bear the costs. 

The EU's annual pre-accession aid has doubled from €1.5 billion to €3 billion   for the period 2000 to 2006. Out of the total provided through the EU's  financial instruments, an important share - approximately 20 percent per year - goes to environmental investments. 

                      Much Has Been Achieved 

So we've come a long way since opening the first accession negotiations in the environment chapter in 1999. 

I am happy to say that in just a couple of years we have been able to settle a large number of problematic issues in a manner that satisfies both sides of the negotiation table. Even more importantly, in a manner that does not compromise our efforts for a better European environment. 

Of course, a legal act is only as good as its implementation. We need to ensure that legislation is properly implemented, but that applies as much to the existing Member States as the candidate countries. 

We can never forget the political context of the times in which we live. 

What we are talking about here is no less than the historic reunification of the European continent in little over a decade since the collapse of the Berlin Wall. 

I have tried to show you that we are doing so in a way that will improve the  environment, public health and daily lives of ordinary citizens in both east and west.  So, to answer the question of this seminar, yes an enlarged Europe will be  better for the environment! 

I believe that the European Commission, the candidate countries and the Member States can all take pride in this. 

For me, it is a privilege to be the European Commissioner for the Environment. I am doubly privileged to be the Environment Commissioner at the time of enlargement. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

EU will miss Kyoto target-top energy economist

  BRUSSELS - The EU will be unable to reach its Kyoto targets for reducing carbon dioxide emissions even if it launches new policies on

  boosting cleaner energy, the International Energy Agency's chief economist said. 

  According to IEA forecasts, the European Union could boost the share of renewable power like wind and solar in its electricity generation

  to 30 percent by 2030, but even that would not cut enough emissions to meet climate change targets. 

  "Fossil fuels will still dominate," IEA Chief Economist Fatih Birol told a news conference. "Even with these alternative policies (on

  renewables) we don't reach the Kyoto targets." 

  Under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, the EU has to reduce its emissions of the greenhouse gases blamed for causing global warming by eight

  percent of 1990 levels by 2012. The most important of these gases is carbon dioxide (CO2), which is emitted during fuel combustion. 

  According to the IEA, the EU emitted around 3,080 million tonnes of CO2 in 1990. This would rise to 3,146 million tonnes in 2010 and to

  3,829 by 2030 without any new "green" policies. 

  With new policies on renewable energy, emissions would be 4.9 percent less than that "business as usual" case by 2010, but would still be

  up from the 1990 level, according to the IEA. 

  Emissions would be 19 percent less than the 2030 business as usual prediction, still a rise over all. 

  Fatih said the reason was a large rise in demand for transport, which mostly runs on oil products, and the fact traditional electricity plants

  had a long life span and would not be replaced overnight. 

  "If governments want to do something they have to act not only radically but also as soon as possible," he said, adding that a move

  towards renewables offered not only some scope to reduce emissions but also reduced reliance on energy imports. 

  European Commission environment spokeswoman Pia Ahrenkilde-Hansen was upbeat about reaching Kyoto targets. 

  "We still believe that the EU can meet its target, but we need to implement key elements of the European climate change programme," she

  told Reuters. 

  As well as boosting renewables, the Commission has proposed measures to improve energy efficiency in buildings and an emissions

  trading scheme which would set maximum levels for CO2 output from industry.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

October 7, 2002

Mauritius marks International Year of the Mountains 

Port-Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - Mauritius Saturday marked the International Year of the Mountains with a photo and plant exhibition in Curepipe, 25 km south of the capital. Agriculture and Food Technology minister Pravind Jugnauth said the event was part of public education on the environmental import of mountains. "The exhibition is meant to educate and to inform the population about the social, environmental and economic contributions of our mountains and highlands," the minister explained, adding that were it not for mountains, the economic development of the country would have taken a completely different profile. He stressed that mountains act as a barrier to moisture-laden clouds and provoke rainfall, which provides much needed water resources to support major sectors of the island's economy, including agriculture, tourism and manufacturing.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng022719&dte=05/10/2002
Unregulated Domestic Markets Driving Illegal Ivory Trade

Accra Mail (Accra): Unregulated domestic markets are driving the illegal trade in ivory despite a virtually continuous ban since 1989 on global trade in the precious material, according to a series of reports compiled by an international monitoring body set up under a United Nations-backed treaty. Statistical analyses by the Elephant Trade Information System (ETIS), a comprehensive international monitoring system for tracking illegal trade in elephant products, indicate that seizure volumes of illegal ivory progressively declined from 1989 to 1994, remained stable at 1994 levels through to 1998, but have been on the increase ever since. The reports attribute this rise in illegal trade to large, unregulated domestic markets in a number of Asian and African countries, saying that the increasing economic power of consumers in China is making that country the major force in driving ivory demand worldwide. The reports by ETIS, which was established in 1997 by the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), are expected to be presented next month in Santiago, Chile at the 12th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to CITES.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210060137.html
Mau Forest Threatened

The East African Standard (Nairobi): More than ten acres of forest land in the Mau catchment area is being destroyed every week for charcoal-burning, the Narok County Council management said yesterday. At a full council meeting last week, Narok civic leaders expressed concern over the destruction of forests in the area and demanded that the District Forest Office stops the haphazard issuance of permits to individuals engaging in timber. They claimed that the permits were being issued in contravention of a Government ban, adding that forest under the civic bodies

Jurisdiction has been cleared. The town clerk confirmed that several forests intruders who had set up temporary houses in the Government forests and part of the Mau bordering Olenguruone were last week forcibly evicted and asked the Government to act tough on others.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210060081.html
Mozambique, Malawi Accept GM Food As Hunger Bites

The Daily News (Harare): TWO more southern African countries, Malawi and Mozambique, have followed Zimbabwe's example and have accepted genetically modified (GM) food as starvation takes its toll in the region. President Mugabe, who earlier this year had said he would not allow "his people" to consume GM food, as it was feared to cause negative reactions in human beings, made a U-turn last month by announcing that the country would begin consuming

GMs because of the prevalent food crisis. Six countries in the Southern African Development Community (SADC) are currently facing a serious threat due to shortages that require urgent humanitarian intervention. The affected countries include Malawi, Mozambique, Lesotho, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210040462.html
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ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

4 October 2002

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

News on the environment isn't always bad, Christian Science Monitor, 4/10:  Thanks to a ban on CFCs, the ozone layer will soon mend. It could offer a model for tackling climate change. In the world of environmentalism, things can often seem rather bleak. Rare species from Barrow to Borneo are likely going extinct before they are even discovered. Rain forests are shrinking. Greenhouse gases, it sometimes seems, are turning the atmosphere into a giant toaster oven.  Then came the news late last month: According to Australian scientists, the hole in the ozone layer – a symbol of human environmental destruction so universal that it became the punch line in an Austin Powers movie – will begin closing in three years. Thanks to international efforts to ban certain chemicals, the opening would shut by 2050.  It highlights a history of progress on some of the most serious environmental problems of the past 30 years – from clean air to panda bears.  (See http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1004/p03s01-uspo.html)

Tuvalu's Sinking Feeling, Los Angeles Times, 4/10:  A Pacific island nation fears vanishing beneath the waves. It is weighing a suit against the U.S. over emissions blamed for global warming.   They talk of suing the U.S. government or big American corporations for polluting the atmosphere and causing the planet's temperature to rise. They condemn President Bush for backing out of the Kyoto Protocol on global warming.  It remains to be seen whether science will support Tuvalu's predictions of impending doom, but no one doubts that the country faces a precarious existence.  (See http://www.latimes.com/news/science/la-fg-tuvalu4oct04004444,0,1072695.story?coll=la%2Dnews%2Dscience)

US NEWS

Bush tweaking key environmental act, Miami Herald, 4/10:  Bit by bit, the Bush administration is carving out exceptions to a law that is widely regarded as the legal cornerstone of environmental protection.  The law is the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. It requires the government to study systematically all environmental impacts that a federal project would have, weigh alternatives and take public comments into account before going forward.  The policy is ''the Magna Carta of all the environmental laws'.  It is now the model for more than 100 other nations.  But in the name of improving efficiency, the Bush administration wants to change the way the policy works. Environmental groups say the proposed changes amount to a devastating attack on the law.  (See http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/4207613.htm)

CANADIAN NEWS

Canada to create 10 enormous new national parks, Reuters, 4/10:  Canadian PM Chretien said Thursday it planned to create 10 huge new national parks and five marine conservation areas over the next five years to protect unique landscapes and animals in the world's second-largest country.  The total area covered by the 10 new parks will be around 39,000 square miles (100,000 square km), almost doubling the area occupied by the existing 39 national parks.  (See http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/10/10042002/reu_48607.asp)

Action urgently needed to keep alien species out of Great Lakes, Canadian Press/Montreal Gazette, 2/10:  Canada must take urgent action to prevent alien species such as the Asian carp from being dumped in the Great Lakes or face catastrophic consequences, warns the head of the International Joint Commission.  Canada should adopt binding regulations on ship ballast like those in the United States, rather than the existing non-binding guidelines. (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={B76033E4-6AD4-42A1-B39D-60EDA43E6A3C})

Rein in factory farms, group tells Ottawa, Toronto Globe and Mail, 3/10:  Environmentalists' report urges federal regulation of large-scale manure dumping.  No new factory farms should be built in Canada until Ottawa establishes minimum standards to protect people from the huge amounts of manure they produce, a new report says.  Titled It's Hitting the Fan: the Unchecked Growth of Factory Farms, the report was released yesterday by Environmental Defence Canada  It warns that without national safeguards, people who live near such farms face a growing risk of getting sick or even dying from water tainted by bacteria from the animal waste.  (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment)

Ontario blames U.S. for smog, bad air, Toronto Star, 3/10:  Ontario Premier Ernie Eves says even an extreme measure like shutting down all industry in Ontario would not eliminate bad, smoggy air because of the pollution  generated by the US.  He also defended his stance that he will not decide whether he supports the federal government's intention to ratify Kyoto by the end of the year until he sees a plan from the federal government to implement the emissions reductions without costing manufacturing jobs in the province. A leading opposition leader said that "The Ontario Medical Association tells you what the effects will be of signing in: it will help prevent 6,000 premature deaths yearly in Ontario due to respiratory problems; it will help save our medical system over $1 billion a year for treating smog-related illnesses; it will give Ontario a head start is ensuring that any jobs in the old energy sector that are lost are more than offset by new jobs in green energy and energy efficiency".  (See http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1026145964422&call_page=TS_News&call_pageid=968332188492&call_pagepath=News/News)

Other Kyoto Protocol news in Canada includes:

Chrétien dismisses concerns over Kyoto, Toronto Star, 2/10: http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1026145915653&call_page=TS_News&call_pageid=968332188492&call_pagepath=News/News
Kyoto plan a minefield for Ottawa, Toronto Globe and Mail Opinion Piece, 3/10: http://www.globeandmail.com/environment
Report foresees billions in savings from cutting greenhouse emissions, Ottawa Citizen, 3/10: http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={F63EDED6-167E-466E-85FE-A655B7F78C65}

Kyoto sparks fear, loathing in Canada oil heartland, Reuters, 4/10: http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/10/10042002/reu_48606.asp
Alberta to act alone on greenhouse gases, Premier says, Toronto Globe and Mail, 4/10: http://www.globeandmail.com/environment
Oil industry, Ottawa closer on Kyoto, Toronto Globe and Mail, 4/10: http://www.globeandmail.com/environment
* *** *
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ROWA BRIEF

Weekend Edition

6 October 2002

OIL TANKER/YEMEN

Oil Tanker Catches Fire Off Yemen

SAN`A, Yemen -- A French oil tanker caught fire off the coast of Yemen Sunday, officials said. Yemeni officials attributed the blaze to a leak from the tanker's load of crude oil. They said there was no indication of terrorism. A French Foreign Ministry spokeswoman in Paris said it was too soon to say what caused the fire. "The situation aboard the ship is difficult, and the flames are rising from the burning oil barrels," said the official Yemeni news agency Saba, quoting an unidentified source. 

The tanker caught fire about three miles from Yemen's Arabian Sea port of Mina al-Dabah and its captain issued a distress call to port authorities, the Yemeni officials said. They said tanker was coming from the Iranian port of Khark carrying 397,749 barrels of crude and was to load more at Mina al-Dabah, 500 miles southeast of the capital San`a. The port, 350 miles east of Aden, is relatively quiet and is mainly used by tankers to load oil. 

In 2000, an explosion nearly destroyed the USS Cole during a refueling stop at Aden port. The blast killed 17 U.S. sailors and was blamed on Osama bin Laden's al-Qaida terror network. Security has since been tightened at Yemeni ports.  Copyright © 2002, The Associated Press 

http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/world/wire/sns-ap-yemen-tanker1006oct06,0,7851851.story?coll=sns%2Dap%2Dworld%2Dheadlines
UN COMPENSATION COMMITTEE
UN awards nearly $1 billion for losses                                   arising from Iraq's invasion of Kuwait

A Geneva-based United Nations panel has approved awards totalling nearly $1 billion in damages arising from Iraq's 1990 invasion and subsequent occupation of Kuwait.The Governing Council of the UN Compensation Commission announced on Thursday awards totalling $995,825,094.18.  The largest of the awards was $694 million for claims by Kuwait's Ministry of Defence and the Kuwait Oil Company for the removal and disposal of mines and unexploded ordnance.

The Palestinian Authority had until 30 September to submit late claims on behalf of individuals who did not have the opportunity to file their claims by the original deadline of 1 January 1. While the final total is not yet computed, it is estimated that some 45,000 claims were submitted by the Palestinian Authority. To date, the Commission has awarded compensation of approximately $ 43.6 billion. It draws funding from a portion of the revenue which Iraq earns under the UN "oil-for-food" program.                                         http://www.arabicnews.com/ansub/Daily/Day/021005/2002100526.html
IRAQ CONFLICT/REFUGEES
Iraq's neighbors fear influx of refugees
Countries bordering on Iraq are bracing for a wave of refugees that a possible US-led war may unleash, fearing a repetition of the crisis that engulfed the region in the 1990-91 Gulf conflict. The preparations underline the anxiety that the threat of conflict inspires in a region where security and stability are absolute priorities for every government.

UN officials and international aid groups say they have started preparing for a crisis, mainly in reworking their contingency plans. UN agencies say they can respond within 24 hours, but they worry about logistical problems brought on by fighting and closed borders.After Iraq invaded Kuwait, more than 1 million people poured out of those two countries, the vast majority of them Palestinians or third-country nationals trying to go home to countries like Egypt, Sudan, Sri Lanka, and the Philippines. Many found themselves stuck in a scorpion-infested no man's land in Jordan's eastern desert. http://www.boston.com/dailyglobe2/279/nation/Iraq_s_neighbors_fear_influx_of_refugees+.shtml
OIL

Al-Qabas: Gulf states store oil for emergency

The Kuwaiti daily al-Qabas issued on Friday said that certain Gulf states including Kuwait have stored large oil reserves for emergency use outside the Gulf region. The paper indicated that Kuwait has a share of oil reservoirs stored in wells on the Eastern Coast of the USA, and in rented giant oil tankers and in huge complexes in Africa, and in Southern East Asia in general, and in Singapore in particular.                            http://www.arabicnews.com/ansub/Daily/Day/021005/2002100506.html
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 Daily Press Briefing by the office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-general

4 October 2002

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           **Security Council

           The Secretary-General spoke at the open meeting of the Security Council to commemorate the one-year

     anniversary of the Committee on Counter-Terrorism, whose Chairman, Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United  Kingdom, also spoke.

           In the concluding lines of his statement, the Secretary-General says, “Just as terrorism must never be

     excused, so must genuine grievances never be ignored simply because terrorism is committed in their name.  It does not take away from the justice of a cause that a few wicked men or women commit murder in its name.  It only makes it more urgent that the cause is addressed, and grievances heard, and the wrong put right.”

           He went on to say, “As the United Nations unites to defeat terrorism in the months and years ahead, we must act with equal determination to solve the political disputes and long-standing conflicts which generate support for terrorism.  To do so is not to reward terrorism, he said, or its perpetrators; it is to deny them the opportunity to find refuge.  Only then can we truly say that the war on terrorism has been won.”

           In addition to the Secretary-General, 46 speakers are so far inscribed at the open meeting, entitled “Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts”.

           A presidential statement will be adopted at the end.

           The Council first met in consultations to discuss Kosovo during which members discussed a Security Council mission to Pristina, Kosovo and Belgrade  planned for the 25th to the 27th of this month.  The mission is being led by Ambassador Ole Peter Kolby of Norway.  The terms of reference and composition of the mission are still being worked on.

           **Cyprus

           The Secretary-General is scheduled this afternoon at 3 p.m. to meet again with H.E. Glafcos Clerides, the

     Greek Cypriot leader and H.E. Rauf Denktash, the Turkish Cypriot leader.

           At the Press Encounter this morning, in responding to a question on the Cyprus talks, the Secretary-General said:  “We are pursuing our efforts and we are going to work very hard in search for a solution.”

           This morning, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro

     De Soto, met with the two leaders together for a working session.

           **Secretary General at General Assembly

           The Secretary-General today presented to the General Assembly his first annual report on the progress

     achieved towards implementing the Millennium Declaration, and he warned them, as he did when talking to you earlier this week, to take decisive action to make sure that the pledges made in that Declaration are actually fulfilled.

           He told the General Assembly that it had a particularly important role to play, and urged it to follow the

     process vigorously and in an integrated fashion. “The Millennium Declaration”, he said, “has given us a big picture.  We must not allow that picture to be fragmented and dealt with piecemeal by different processes in different committees.  We need to keep the whole of it firmly in view.”

           We have copies of his speech upstairs.

           **Security at Headquarters

           Following the incident yesterday afternoon in which a man climbed the gate outside the United Nations

     Headquarters building and fired seven shots, United Nations security conducted a floor-by-floor search of the building  to find any bullets.  Security officers retrieved three bullets that hit the twentieth floor, where an American Express office is located, and one that went through the window of a ladies’ room on the eighteenth floor.

           As Chief of Security Mike McCann explained to you yesterday, the individual, who has been identified as

     Steven Kim, was apprehended by United States and United Nations security officers shortly after he fired his weapon,  and, after initial questioning by United Nations Security, he was transferred to the custody of the United States Federal Bureau of Investigation.

           He was found with papers that Chief McCann characterized as a “rambling” description of human rights

     problems in North Korea.

           No one was injured in yesterday’s incident.

           Last night, the Secretary-General, in a press encounter with CNN, said he was confident in the work being

     done cooperatively between United Nations Security and the New York police, and added, “I see this as an isolated event, and I don’t think the staff should worry.”

           **Iraq

           The Secretary-General spoke to the press briefly after leaving the Security Council this morning, and he was asked whether United Nations weapons inspectors should go forward with plans to go to Iraq, or whether they should wait for the Security Council to work on a new resolution.

           He noted that chief weapons inspector Hans Blix himself addressed that issue yesterday when talking to

     reporters after briefing the Security Council, and had indicated that the inspectors were ready, but, as the Council was  discussing further guidance, it would be appropriate for him to know what that guidance was before he resumed work in Iraq.  The Secretary-General added, “I hope that will be forthcoming shortly.”   Blix and International Atomic Energy Agency Director-General Mohammed ElBaradei are in Washington

     today, where they are scheduled to meet with senior United States officials.

           **Iraq-Compensation

           Yesterday afternoon in Geneva, the Governing Council of the United Nations Compensation Commission on Iraq concluded its latest session by approving awards amounting to nearly a billion dollars.  The total amount awarded at this session exceeded 995 million dollars, bringing the total compensation that the Commission has awarded to date to 43.6 billion dollars.

           The largest of the awards was 694 million dollars for claims by Kuwait’s Ministry of Defence and the Kuwait Oil Company for the removal and disposal of mines and unexploded ordnance.

           By the way, this past September 30 was the deadline for submission of late claims by the Palestinian

     Authority on behalf of individuals who did not have the opportunity to file their claims by the original deadline, of January      1, 1996.  While the final total of claims from the Palestinian Authority is not yet computed, it is estimated that some 45,000 claims were submitted by them.

           We put out a press release yesterday afternoon, breaking down the compensation awards by category.

           **South Africa

           United Nations special rapporteur Juan Miguel Petit, who deals with the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, warned of an apparent increase in sexual violence against South African children.

           He said there are reports that young children are being targeted as sexual partners by people who believe that doing so could reduce the risk of contracting AIDS, as well as reports that instances of child rape have occurred because of the mistaken belief that sleeping with a virgin could cure AIDS.

           Petit recommends treatment and support for children affected by HIV/AIDS and urges steps to deal with

     sexual violence against children in South Africa.  We have a press release, including his preliminary findings following his visit to South Africa last month, upstairs.

           **Sudan

           We just received the summary of a press briefing given in Nairobi today by Emergency Relief Coordinator,  Kenzo Oshima, and the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Affairs in the Sudan, Tom Eric Vraalsen, at the end of their mission to the Sudan during which they stressed to both the Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) the need for unimpeded humanitarian access and the need for a return to the negotiating table.

           Oshima will be travelling to Ethiopia and Eritrea from Nairobi.

           Meanwhile, the World Food Programme reports that the flight ban in southern Sudan, affecting half a million people, is continuing.

           **Saudi Arabia

           The Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers of the United Nations Commission on

     Human Rights, Dato’ Param Cumarswamy, will conduct an official mission to Saudi Arabia from the 20th to the 27th of  this month.  This is the first time that the Government of Saudi Arabia has invited a Special Rapporteur of the Commission for an official visit.

           During the mission the Special Rapporteur will meet with officials from the Government, the Judiciary and other bodies involved in the administration of justice.

           The Special Rapporteur will present a report of the mission to the fifty-ninth session of the Commission on

     Human Rights next spring.

           **ICTY

           The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia yesterday withdrew its indictment against one suspect, Zoran Marinic, after the prosecutors filed a request stating that Marinic was a low-level indictee, and noted  that the Security Council, this past July, had said it would be more appropriate that low-level accused be tried before a national court.

           Consequently, the arrest warrant against Marinic, whose whereabouts remain unknown, has been withdrawn.

           We have a press release with more details.

           **Chemical Weapons Convention

           The Seventh Session of the Conference of the States Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention will be

     held in The Hague, Netherlands from October. 7th to 11th.

           In his message to the Conference, which will be delivered by Mr. Roman-Morey, the Deputy

     Secretary-General, Conference on Disarmament, the Secretary-General comments that “progress continues to be made in the destruction of declared chemical weapons and in the destruction and conversion of chemical weapons production facilities.”  The Convention now has 146 States parties, and another 19 countries have signed.

           “Such progress notwithstanding,” he says, “vigilance and a renewed commitment to the full implementation of the CWC are more necessary than ever.”  He urges those States that have not yet ratified or acceded to the

     Convention to do so without delay.

           **Illegal trade in ivory

           The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today that despite a ban on the international trade in ivory since 1989, studies have revealed that a significant illegal trade still continues.  The studies, conducted by the Elephant Trade Information System (ETIS), point out that the illegal trade is driven mainly by large, unregulated domestic markets in some Asian and African countries, with China, Nigeria, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Thailand being the most frequent source or destination of illegal ivory.  All elephant populations are listed as endangered in the appendix of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, or CITES.

           **World Teachers’ Day

           World Teachers’ Day will be marked tomorrow and in a joint message, the heads of the United Nations

     Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) have called on Governments to ensure that teachers have good physical and moral conditions in which to work, and are paid a decent salary.  They paid tribute to teachers who often work under difficult conditions and noted that there is a shortage of teachers in many countries.

           Tomorrow, UNESCO and ILO will release a new report, The Statistical Profile of the Teaching Profession,

     which found that population growth and declining working conditions are creating a severe shortage of teachers that may lead to a slide in education standards.  We have the full text of the joint statement and an embargoed press release on the report upstairs.

           **Secretary-General at NYU

           The Secretary-General will go to New York University this evening, where, at 7:15, he'll stop by the School of Law to attend a reception in honor of one of the professors there, Thomas Franck, who is well known for his work on the United Nations and his writings on issues ranging from decolonization to nationalism.

           The Secretary-General is to make brief remarks in tribute to Dr. Franck, and we will make those remarks

     available to you, on an embargoed basis.

           World Chronicle

           The World Chronicle TV programme produced by the Department of Public Information will feature Louis Frechette, the Deputy Secretary General.  It will be shown on the in-house TV channels 3 or 31 today at 3:30 p.m. and  transcripts, as well an archive webcast video, are available on the United Nations Web site.

           The Week Ahead

           We have the week ahead for you which you can pick up in my office.  And on behalf of UNCA, I would like to re-invite you to the UNCA club for a informal briefing by the General Assembly President Jan Kavan, at 1 o'clock today in the UNCA club, and you are all invited

           Question and Answer

           Question: There is a report we saw in an interview today with the Iraq Vice President suggesting that to work out the problem between the United States and Iraq, there should be a duel between the two presidents.  Do you have any comment on that observation, which we do have on camera by the way?

           Spokesman: We did see that item and the Secretary-General was also amused by it.  I don't think I 'll say

     anything more than that.

           Question: It's been characterized a little bit differently what the net result of yesterday's briefing of Dr. Blix to the council was, and I just wanted to confirm with you.  Was there a decision to delay the return of inspectors to Iraq until the Security Council comes up with a new resolution?

           Spokesman: I don't speak for Dr. Blix, as you know.  He spoke to you yesterday, so I don't want to get into

     the business of interpreting what he said.  He said what he said.  I think it is clear from what he said.  Some of the reporting today on what he said was less clear, but I think if you look at his words, you'll see what his position is.

           Question: Is that what the impression of the Secretary-General is then as to whether or not Dr. Blix has

     already decided to wait or whether he is still...?

           Spokesman: I cannot go beyond what Dr. Blix himself said yesterday, I am not authorised to do that.  You

     can ask his spokesman if you want any clarification or interpretation of what he said.  Sorry.

           Briefing by Richard Sydennam, Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           This morning President Kavan first chaired a meeting of the General Committee of the General Assembly

     which decided to include two additional agenda items in the work of the Assembly.  They are:  “South American Zone of Peace and Cooperation”; and “Cooperation between the United Nations and the Association of South-East Asian Nations.”

           He then chaired the 22nd plenary which is considering the follow-up to the Millennium Summit and the report  of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization. 

           In his opening remarks, the President said: “More than ever, the call for multilateralism in maintenance of

     international peace and security resonates through the Organization.”  While some progress had been made in the  past year, he said, “It is necessary, however, to commit ourselves to further strengthening the United Nations legal  framework, including a renewed effort to negotiate the comprehensive convention against terrorism.”  He went on to  say, "Millennium Development Goals became the basis of the economic and social policy of the United Nations  Organization and international development cooperation.  Their implementation must remain our top priority.  We have to keep in mind that credibility of the United Nations is based not only on its ability to articulate political goals but  also, and primarily, on its ability to mobilize political will for their implementation.”

           His remarks are available on the president's Web site and this debate will continue on Monday.

           This afternoon in ECOSOC, President Kavan will make a statement at the commemoration of the 10th

     anniversary of the signing of the General Peace Agreement in Mozambique.  He will tell the meeting that, “The United  Nations helped Mozambique to overcome the most difficult period of its history.  Support of the United Nations in the peace-making, peace-keeping, demining, humanitarian and electoral assistance and the repatriation of refugees was prime example of a correct policy involvement of the United Nations in post-conflict situations.  But there is another essential element of successful peace-building that has been witnessed in Mozambique –- the political willingness and determination of the Government and people of Mozambique to secure peace and rebuild the country.  The experience of Mozambique, thus, could and should serve as a good example for other African countries experiencing protracted conflicts and instability such as the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Angola or Guinea-Bissau.”

           Thank you very much. Any questions?

           Happy weekend.

           THE WEEK AHEAD AT THE UNITED NATIONS

           Saturday, October 5

           Today is World Teachers’ Day.

           Sunday, October 6

           Monday, October 7

           The Seventh Session of the Conference of States Parties of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons will begin in The Hague, and it is to last through Friday.

           Today is World Habitat Day.

           Tuesday, October 8

           The Security Council is expected to hold its monthly luncheon with the Secretary-General.

           Wednesday, October 9

           The Secretary-General’s latest report to the Security Council on Prevlaka is expected by the middle of the

     week.   This is the International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction.

           Thursday, October 10

           The International Court of Justice is expected to issue a ruling on the Bakassi Peninsula between Nigeria and Cameroon.

           The Security Council expects to hold consultations on the United Nations Mission of Observers in Prevlaka (UNMOP).

           Today is World Mental Health Day.

           Friday, October 11

           The Security Council will hold an open meeting on small arms.

*** *

____________________________________________________________________________________


Prepared by News Services Section





DH/3741


http://www.un.org/News/






4 October 2002



F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S

*
Annan outlines three-pronged UN strategy to combat terrorism worldwide

*
UN Counter-Terrorism Committee key tool in fighting menace, Chairman says

*
Annan wraps up second day of talks with Greek Cypriot, Turkish Cypriot leaders

*
Iraq: Annan hopes Security Council guidance will come soon

*
UN awards nearly $1 billion for losses arising from Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait

*
Annan challenges countries to improve performance in global anti-poverty campaign

*
UN Security retrieves bullets that hit Headquarters during Thursday’s shooting 

*
Sudanese Government pledges to review flight ban, UN relief official says

*
UN celebrates 10 years of peace in Mozambique

*
To fight terrorism, ignorance must be tackled, UN communications official says

*
South Africa: UN rights expert calls for action to stem rise in child exploitation

*
UN expert on judiciary set to visit Saudi Arabia later this month

*
Annan to call for full implementation of treaty against chemical weapons

*
UN tribunal drops indictment against Croatian accused of war crimes

*
Unregulated domestic markets driving illegal ivory trade, UN-backed reports find

* * * *

Terrorism: Secretary-General


4 October – Addressing the United Nations Security Council exactly one year after it established a powerful Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC), Secretary-General Kofi Annan today outlined a three-pronged UN strategy for combating the scourge.


Mr. Annan’s proposal, based largely on the report of a policy working group which he convened, calls for dissuading terrorists from carrying out their attacks, denying would-be perpetrators the chance to commit their crimes, and fostering international cooperation in fighting the scourge.


“To achieve effective dissuasion, it is essential to remember that the fight against terrorism is above all a fight to preserve fundamental rights and sustain the rule of law,” he said, warning that “to pursue security at the expense of human rights is short-sighted, self-contradictory, and, in the long run, self-defeating.” In places where democratic values are lacking, disaffected groups are more likely to opt for a path of violence, he pointed out.

In the area of denial, the Secretary-General advocated both political and financial support for the CTC, which “has stretched, almost to breaking point, the Secretariat’s resources for processing documentation.” He also called for greater efforts to achieve disarmament, especially through strengthening global norms against the use or proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. States seeking to curb the flow of arms, funds, and technology to terrorist cells merit support, he added.

Concerning the need for sustained international cooperation, he said the struggle against terrorism must be waged on as broad a basis as possible, “while encouraging sub-regional, regional, and global organizations to join forces in a common campaign.” For its part, the UN is committed to working with international partners in the fight against terrorism, and to achieving unity of purpose and action, he said.


While pledging the world body’s unstinting and determined support in this effort, he stressed the need to solve the political disputes and long-standing conflicts which generate support for terrorism. “To do so is not to reward terrorism or its perpetrators; it is to deny them the opportunity to find refuge, in any cause, any country,” he said. “Only then can we truly say that the war on terrorism has been won.” 

* * *

Terrorism: CTC report


4 October – The United Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC) has played a significant and worldwide role in combating the scourge since its creation one year ago, CTC Chairman Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom told the Security Council today.

“Global activity on [resolution] 1373 [which set up the CTC] is taking place far beyond the walls of Conference Room 7, in every capital of every Member State of the United Nations,” Ambassador Greenstock said. Governments throughout the world have responded by adopting new laws and reviewing the strength of their anti-terrorism institutions.

A growing number of States have ratified the 12 international conventions and protocols related to terrorism. “A year ago, only Botswana and the UK had ratified all 12 instruments; today, 24 States have done so,” the Chairman said. “We want the pace to accelerate further.”

Recognizing that no nation is safe from terrorism if its neighbour is not, States are working together against the threat, he said, citing examples from the European Union, the Organization of American States (OAS), the African Union and other regional organizations. 

While calling the UN membership’s response to CTC “remarkable,” Ambassador Greenstock said support was not yet universal. Sixteen Member States have not filed a report with the CTC, including seven – Chad, Dominica, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Swaziland and Tonga – that have not made any kind of written contact. “The CTC is actively following up, with a view to offering advice on preparing a report,” he said, urging those countries to submit their reports.

Nearly 180 countries have reported to the CTC, he said, adding that the Committee had responded to almost all of these first reports, and had begun to review the 86 follow-up reports which States have provided. To date, the total number of reports received by the CTC stands at 265. “We are determined to make the next months even more productive,” he pledged.


In the ensuing debate, which saw the participation of some 40 speakers, delegates described their national efforts to combat terrorism and related ills, such as money laundering and arms trafficking. There was widespread praise for the work of the CTC, with several countries urging those that have not yet reported to the panel to do so without delay. Other participants took the occasion of the Council’s discussion to caution against letting the wider fight against terrorism serve as a pretext for violating human rights or marginalizing any religious or ethnic group.

* * * 

Cyprus

4 October – In an effort to help bridge their differences “pragmatically,” the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders have decided to create two committees to begin work immediately on important technical issues, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan announced today following a second day of talks with the two officials.

The purpose of the two ad hoc bilateral technical committees is to make recommendations on technical matters, without prejudice to the positions of the two leaders on the core issues concerned, the Secretary-General said in a statement that was read out by Alvaro de Soto, his Special Adviser on Cyprus.

The statement was issued just after Mr. Annan’s meeting at UN Headquarters in New York with His Excellency Glafcos Clerides, the Greek Cypriot leader, and His Excellency Rauf Denktash, the Turkish Cypriot leader.

According to the statement, the committees’ work “shall be ad referendum, and shall focus on treaties and future <common state> laws,” and the UN would help the parties in this work. [Mr. de Soto noted that the term <common state> was a provisional designation to describe the state that would be “at the centre of a reunified Cyprus.”]

“There is no simple solution the Cyprus problem,” the statement said. “For this reason, a comprehensive settlement has to be a complex, integrated, legally binding and self-executing agreement, where the rights and obligations of all concerned are clear, unambiguous and not subject to further negotiation. I hope the work of the committees will help the leaders towards this end.”

The Secretary-General also stressed that Greece and Turkey had an important role to play and said he looked forward to their continued support. Meanwhile, with Mr. Denktash due to undergo surgery soon and unlikely to available for a few weeks, Mr. Annan said that work will continue in October and that he has asked the leaders to clear their diaries during November “when I am looking forward to seeing them again.”

* * *

Iraq


4 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced hope that the Security Council would soon formulate guidance on Iraq.

Asked by reporters whether UN weapons inspectors should go forward with plans to go to Iraq, or whether they should wait for the Security Council to work on a new resolution, the Secretary-General noted the head of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), Hans Blix, himself had indicated that the inspectors were ready, but, as the Council was discussing further guidance, it would be appropriate for him to know what that direction was before he resumes work in Iraq.

“I hope that will be forthcoming shortly,” Mr. Annan said.

Meanwhile, a UN spokesman reported that Mr. Blix and the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohammed ElBaradei, are in Washington, D.C., today for scheduled meetings with senior officials from the United States.

* * *

Iraq: compensation


4 October – A Geneva-based United Nations panel has approved awards totalling nearly $1 billion in damages arising from Iraq’s 1990 invasion and subsequent occupation of Kuwait.

The Governing Council of the UN Compensation Commission announced on Thursday awards totalling $995,825,094.18.

The largest of the awards was $694 million for claims by Kuwait’s Ministry of Defence and the Kuwait Oil Company for the removal and disposal of mines and unexploded ordnance. 

The Palestinian Authority had until 30 September to submit late claims on behalf of individuals who did not have the opportunity to file their claims by the original deadline of 1 January 1. While the final total is not yet computed, it is estimated that some 45,000 claims were submitted by the Palestinian Authority. 

To date, the Commission has awarded compensation of approximately $ 43.6 billion. It draws funding from a portion of the revenue which Iraq earns under the UN “oil-for-food” programme.

* * * 

Millennium Development Goals

4 October – Secretary-General Kofi Annan took his campaign to improve the international community’s performance in implementing a series of goals to fight poverty and other global ills to the United Nations General Assembly today, appealing to Member States to take “decisive action” and challenging them to ensure that agreed targets are achieved.

In presenting the first of his annual reports on the implementation of the UN Millennium Declaration, the Secretary-General said the international community’s record in the first two years has been mixed, at best. While some goals have benefited from the hard decisions and courageous reforms that are needed, other had not.

“We cannot afford to treat the Millennium Declaration as something to think about tomorrow, or whenever the pressure of business permits,” he said. “Let us not forget that our Heads of State and Government adopted it as an urgent agenda – a list of things we cannot neglect and a list of things we most urgently need to change if this new century is to be any better than the last.”

In 2000, world leaders meeting at the UN Millennium Summit agreed to a series of targets to be met over the next 15 years, including halving the number of poor and hungry people, achieving educational parity for boys and girls and fighting the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

The Secretary-General warned the Assembly today to resist the temptation to put the broader and long-term agenda of the Declaration on the “back burner” in favour of dealing with current grave threats to international peace and security.

“Nothing, indeed, could be more contrary to the spirit of the United Nations and its Charter, in which the goal of saving future generations from the scourge of war is so closely linked to that of promoting social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,” he said.

While the Millennium Development Goals were global in nature, the Secretary-General stressed that what will determine whether they are met is what happens in each country, as governments find the right mix of policies that suit local conditions and the people insist that those policies be applied.

“In other words, its is not here at the United Nations, or by the work of the United Nations officials, that these goals can be achieved,” he told those present. “They have to be achieved in each of the countries that you represent, by the efforts of its Government and its people.”

For his part, the President of the Assembly, Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic, said the Millennium Development Goals form the basis of the UN’s economic and social policy and their implementation must remain a top priority.

“We have to keep in mind that credibility of the United Nations is based not only on its ability to articulate political goals but also, and primarily, on its ability to mobilize political will for their implementation,” he stressed.

* * *

Shooting incident

4 October – The United Nations Security and Safety Service has retrieved four bullets from the UN Headquarters building in New York that were fired yesterday by a lone gunman who had penetrated the grounds in an apparent attempt to protest human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

The gunman, identified as Steven Kim, was handed over to the custody of law enforcement authorities from the United States after discharging seven shots from a .357 revolver. No one was injured by the gunfire.

During a floor-by-floor search, UN Security retrieved three bullets that hit the 20th floor, where an American Express office is located, and one that went through the window of a ladies’ room on the 18th floor.

Interviewed by CNN on Thursday night about the shooting, Secretary-General Kofi Annan voiced confidence in the work being done cooperatively between UN Security and the New York police. “I see this as an isolated event, and I don’t think the staff should worry,” he added.

* * *

Sudan

4 October – The Government of the Sudan has assured the United Nations of its “strong support” for Operation Lifeline Sudan (OLS) – the world body’s umbrella group providing aid to the country – and also pledged to review a flight ban covering two southern provinces, a senior UN relief official said today.

Briefing the press in Nairobi on his just-concluded trip to the Sudan, Kenzo Oshima, the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, said that in his meetings with various government officials, he reiterated the UN’s concern about restrictions imposed on humanitarian access, particularly in the Eastern and Western Equitoria provinces, where millions of people in need have been effectively cut off by the government’s flight ban.

Mr. Oshima said senior officials expressed Khartoum’s support for OLS’s operating principles and that the Government would make a decision on or before Sunday regarding the flight ban over the southern part of the country.

The UN’s Relief Coordinator said he also discussed issues surrounding peace talks between the Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), relaying the “grave concern” of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan over the humanitarian situation in the Sudan, as well as Mr. Annan’s messages urging the two parties to stop fighting and return to the negotiating table in Machakos, Kenya.

Mr. Oshima will be travelling from Nairobi to Ethiopia and Eritrea for the next leg of his trip, which is devoted to addressing humanitarian emergencies in the region.

* * * 

Mozambique

4 October – The history of Mozambique in the past year defies the commonly held negative stereotype of Africa and illustrates what effective partnerships can achieve, the United Nations Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, said today as the UN marked 10 years of peace in the southern African country.

“But reconstruction efforts is not finished, and the country still faces many serious challenges,” Ms. Fréchette said in remarks to a meeting of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) commemorating the 10-year anniversary of the peace agreement which brought an end to 16 years of violent armed conflict.

Ms. Fréchette urged ECOSOC to remain engaged with the people of Mozambique in their inspiring struggle. “Today should be not only a day of commemoration, but one on which we pledge our renewed commitment to their future security and well being,” she said.

The example of Mozambique provided lessons to other countries in the value of political will, leadership, international support and a clear Security Council mandate, Ms. Fréchette said. Other lessons included the regional context provided by the establishment of democracy in South Africa, the impact of peace on socio-economic development and the transformation of the former opposition in the country into a political party.

Since the peace agreement was signed, the Deputy Secretary-General said, Mozambicans have worked hard to safeguard the democratic process and create a dynamic civil society as they stressed the importance of human rights. Mozambicans had brought that same courage to bear on other national challenges such as the devastating floods of February 2000, the spread of AIDS and the threat of drought.

Leonardo Santos Simaõ, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Mozambique, said the successful implementation of the UN Operation for Mozambique (UNOMOZ) and the on-going process of post-conflict peace-building had put the country in the spotlight as a success story.

“Ten years after the end of violent armed conflict, peace, stability and development are definitely entrenched in Mozambique,” he said.

* * *

Human rights


4 October – In order to eradicate the roots of terrorism and put a halt to the practice, efforts must be made to counter ignorance about other cultures, Shashi Tharoor, the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, said today.


Blind hatred of strangers is the product of fear, rage and incomprehension, Mr. Tharoor told a conference on promoting tolerance and human rights through education and the media, held in Nürnberg, Germany. “If terrorism is to be tackled and ended, we will have to deal with each of these three factors by attacking the ignorance that sustains them,” he said. “We will have to know each other better, learn to see ourselves as others see us, learn to recognize hatred and deal with its causes, learn to dispel fear, and above all just learn about each other.”

Mr. Tharoor stressed that the media can help remedy the inequalities, corruption, ethnic tensions and human rights abuses that form the root causes of many conflicts by giving voice and visibility to all people, especially the poor, the marginalized and members of minorities. This endeavour is all the more pressing in today’s world which, following last year’s terrorist attacks against the United States, had come to realize that “a fire that starts in a remote thatched hut or dusty tent in one corner of [a] village can melt the steel girders of the tallest skyscrapers in the opposite corner of the global village,” he added.


Setting the stage for discussions during the two-day conference, the Under-Secretary-General urged participants to consider the question of how to combat and prevent terrorist attacks without simultaneously eroding human rights. He also called for attention to the need to respond to the growing incidence of Islamaphobia in the West, stressing the vital contribution of the media in this effort.


On the broader issue of the challenges presented by globalization, Mr. Tharoor took issue with the argument advanced by Samuel Huntington, who coined the phrase the “clash of civilizations.” The Under-Secretary-General said this vision can and must be replaced with a “dialogue among civilizations.” Civilizations, he pointed out, are not monoliths, and religion or culture are merely some among the many variables governing the actions and policies of States.

A large part of today’s intercultural conflicts are a result of perceived cultural humiliation, he noted. As such, the need for tolerance and effective protection of minorities and other vulnerable groups has never been stronger.

“A world in which it is easier than ever before to meet strangers must also become a world in which it is easier than ever before to see strangers as no different from ourselves,” he said. “There has been many a terrible night in the century that has just passed; let us preserve the diversity of the human spirit to ensure that we will all have a new dawn in the century that has just begun.”

* * *

South Africa

4 October – A United Nations human rights expert has called for urgent action to stem an apparent increase in sexual violence against children in South Africa.

In a preliminary report of his visit last month to the country, Juan Miguel Petit, the UN Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, says that he found young children were being targeted as sexual partners in order to reduce the risk of contracting HIV/AIDS. He also reports that children were being raped by individuals who believe that sex with a virgin will cure them from the disease.

The Special Rapporteur recommends that the victims of sexual violence be given prophylaxis against HIV/AIDS in schools, shelters and police stations. In addition, he suggests that access to treatment, care and support be made available to children living with and affected by HIV/AIDS.

While noting that the country had many different and dedicated actors working on behalf of children’s rights, Mr. Petit also urges the creation of a collective structure, such as a multi-sectoral children’s ministry fully resourced with qualified staff, to act as a first entry point for abused children.

Mr. Petit, who visited South Africa from 16 to 26 September at the Government’s invitation, met with various government officials, including those from the Department of Social Development and the Department of Health. He also visited shelters and drop-in centres for female and child victims of abuse and individuals seeking HIV/AIDS testing and counselling.

The Special Rapporteur’s full report will be presented to the Geneva-based UN Commission on Human Rights at its next session in March.

* * *

Saudi Arabia

4 October – A United Nations human rights expert is set to visit Saudi Arabia later this month, the first time an authority from the Geneva-based UN Commission on Human Rights has been invited by the government for an official mission.

Dato’ Param Cumaraswamy, the UN Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, is schedule to visit Saudi Arabia from 20 to 27 October.

During his visit, he is slated to meet with officials from the government and the judiciary, as well as others involved in the administration of justice. He is expected to present a report on this mission to the fifty-ninth session of the Commission next year.

* * * 

Chemical weapons

4 October – Despite progress made in the destruction of chemical weapons and the conversion of chemical weapons facilities, vigilance and renewed commitment to the full implementation of an international treaty against such arsenals remain essential, United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, says in message to an upcoming meeting of parties to the accord.

In his remarks to the Seventh Session of the Conference of the States Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention, which opens Monday in The Hague, Mr. Annan asks delegates to imagine what would have happened if weapons of mass destruction had been used in the 11 September terrorist attack on the United States.

“We must continue to work towards the universality of the Convention, towards the total destruction of chemical weapons stockpiles and for a world in which cooperation in the peaceful uses of chemistry is fostered,” the Secretary General says in his message, which is scheduled to be delivered by Roman-Morey, Deputy Secretary-General of the UN Conference on Disarmament.

The Secretary-General urges States that have yet not ratified or acceded to the Convention to do so without delay. The Convention, which entered into force five years ago, has 146 States Parties and an additional 19 countries that have signed it.

* * *

ICTY

4 October – The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) today announced that it has withdrawn an indictment against a Croatian military policeman accused of war crimes against Bosnian Muslims, saying it was more appropriate for a national court to prosecute the suspect.

Yesterday, Judge Amin El-Mahdi issued an order to remove the indictment against Zoran Marinic following a request in August by chief Prosecutor Carla del Ponte, who said that the accused was a low-level indictee, and that “it was in the interests of the fair administration of justice and within the framework of the general policy” of the UN Tribunal that he be tried before a national court.

The Prosecutor added that she did not know the whereabouts of the accused and that he was not represented by any counsel known to the Tribunal.

Judge El-Mahdi also ordered that the arrest warrant be withdrawn, and compelled the Prosecutor to transmit all information related to the case to national authorities.

* * *

Ivory

4 October – Unregulated domestic markets are driving the illegal trade in ivory despite a virtually continuous ban since 1989 on global trade in the precious material, according to a series of reports compiled by an international monitoring body set up under a United Nations-backed treaty.

Statistical analyses by the Elephant Trade Information System (ETIS), a comprehensive international monitoring system for tracking illegal trade in elephant products, indicate that seizure volumes of illegal ivory progressively declined from 1989 to 1994, remained stable at 1994 levels through to 1998, but have been on the increase ever since.

The reports attribute this rise in illegal trade to large, unregulated domestic markets in a number of Asian and African countries, saying that the increasing economic power of consumers in China is making that country the major force in driving ivory demand worldwide.

Besides China, other countries implicated as being frequent sources or destinations for large volumes of illegal ivory – largely as a result of poor law enforcement – include Nigeria, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Thailand. Other key players are Cameroon, Djibouti, Ethiopia and Uganda.

The reports by ETIS, which was established in 1997 by the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), are expected to be presented next month in Santiago, Chile, at the 12th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to CITES.

“We’re concerned that illegal trade in ivory is increasing,” said Willem Wijnstekers, Secretary-General of CITES, which is administered by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). “At the same time, it is some consolation to note that this increase does not appear to be related to decisions taken under CITES, but rather potent and new economic forces in countries that traditionally value elephant ivory.”
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