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BBC Worldwide Monitoring,

 October 5, 2004, Tuesday 
HEADLINE: Caribbean: Environmental warning of economic costs of degradation of coral reefs
HEADLINE: Caribbean: Environmental warning of economic costs of degradation of coral reefs

SOURCE: Caribbean Media Corporation news agency, Bridgetown, in English 1631 gmt 4 Oct 04

BODY: 
Text of report by Caribbean Media Corporation (CMC) news agency on 4 October

Kingston, Jamaica: Caribbean countries have been warned that continuous degradation of the coral reefs could result in the loss of millions of dollars in revenue.

Coral reefs in the Caribbean span an estimated area of 26,000 sq.km., which experts say dissipates wave and storm energy when hurricanes approach the Caribbean as well as Florida.

A report entitled "The Reefs at Risk in the Caribbean" has just been released here and, according to the authors, shoreline protection offered by natural Caribbean reefs saves countries between 700m US dollars and 2.2bn US dollars annually.

The report said that the economic information was calculated through a special threat-measurement index developed by the authors, who are scientists at the World Resources Institute (WRI) in Washington, DC. 

According to co-author Jon Maidens, continuous degradation of the reefs can lead by 2015 to loss in revenues from dive tourism by as much as 300m US dollars per year. In 2000, approximately 2.1bn US dollars was earned from this industry.

The threat index was first introduced by WRI in 1998 to determine reef degradation throughout the world. It now was applied for the first time in the Caribbean.

Lead author for the "Reefs at Risk" report Lauretta Burke said that, although Caribbean reefs were less threatened than those in South East Asia, the threat of coral diseases is greater in the Caribbean. 

Coral-reef protection was a main issue of focus at the 11th bi-annual intergovernmental meeting on the Caribbean Environment Programme and the 8th Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean, held last week in Montego Bay.

The meeting was attended by representatives of 25 of the 28 states in the region, as well as of many international governmental and non-governmental organizations. It reviewed regional progress in a great number of environmental initiatives, looked at how countries enforce environmental management and decided on new joint projects.

The Reefs at Risk report is a result of collaborative effort between twenty organizations, coordinated through the International Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN) in close collaboration with UNEP UN Environment Programme . It was implemented by WRI, an environmental research and policy organization that aims to go beyond research to create practical ways to protect the Earth.

The report features an analysis of human threats to coral reefs and evaluates the types of coral reef degradation leading to negative economic impact.

"Many reefs are subject to multiple threats such as over-fishing and run-off of pollution and sediments from the land," Burke said. Additional threats are coral bleaching from warming oceans and coral disease from new pathogens.

In addition to threats from human activities, there are those from hurricanes as well. This is exemplified by the pieces of corals washing up on shores, such as at Little Bay in Westmoreland, Jamaica, during the passage of Hurricane Ivan on 11 September.

Battering from hurricanes is a natural occurrence, according to Maidens, but the threat to reefs increases when hurricanes become more frequent.

"Two-thirds of the Caribbean reefs are threatened and, if they are lost, replacing such natural protection by artificial means would cost coastal communities millions of dollars."

Coordinator of the UNEP Caribbean Environment Programme, Nelson Andrade Colmenares, said that determining the potential impact of land-based activities on the coastal and marine resources is critical for the economic sustainability of the region.

"The report includes the first regionally-consistent detailed maps of threats to reefs. This should help environmental organizations set priorities for conservation and natural-resource management. It is expected to be very helpful to countries implementing the Cartagena Convention and its protocols," Andrade said.
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Environmental Science and Technology

The business risks of water scarcity
Commercial and development banks can exert considerable influence on companies operating in water-scarce regions, according to the preliminary findings of a joint United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiative (UNEP-FI) and Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI) project.

In far too many localities, water infrastructure is lacking, and hence water resources have become so depleted, polluted, or inaccessible that not enough water is available to meet skyrocketing demands from businesses and households, according to the draft released in August at World Water Week in Stockholm.

The trend is worrisome, especially in developing countries, adds Peter Gleick of the Pacific Institute, a nonprofit think tank that released its own report in August, Water Scarcity Poses Threat to Global Business. Local protestors in Rajasthan, India, for example, are calling for the shutdown of a Coca-Cola bottling plant because water levels are declining, Gleick says (Environ. Sci. Technol. 2003, 37, 387A).

The UNEP–SIWI collaborative report marks a growing concern within the international community that financial institutions, and businesses in general, need to learn more about the social aspects of water scarcity, including political conflicts over shared waters, local disputes between companies and citizens, and insufficient regulatory structure, says Johan Kuylenstierna, project director of the Swedish Water House, a sponsor of the UNEP–SIWI report.

“The issue of water scarcity is not considered by financial institutions to any great extent,” Kuylenstierna says, not even by groups currently active in countries facing water-related constraints. But if the lender calls for more careful consideration of water scarcity before granting a loan, the company operating in a water-stressed area is likely to respond, the report asserts.

However, some analysts working in infrastructure financing in the United States say they routinely deal with water scarcity. “If there is a doubt about water, then it becomes part of the loan negotiations,” one financier says. The project’s preliminary findings don’t reflect a good understanding of financial institutions, he adds.

Risks of Water Scarcity: A Business Case for Financial Institutions, issued by UNEP-FI and SIWI, can be viewed at www.siwi.org/press/presrel_04_Finance%20Initiative.htm —CATHERINE M. COONEY

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Washington Daybook

October 7, 2004


ORGANIZATION: Center for the Environment and the Student Lecture Fund at Georgetown University hold a lecture and lunch.
 

LOCATION: Georgetown University, 37th and O Streets NW, Washington, D.C.

CONTACT: 202-687-4328

PARTICIPANTS: Klaus Topfer, former executive director, United Nations Environment Programme and former executive director, United Nations Centre for Human Settlements

TYPE: Lecture

LN-ORG:  GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY (84%); 

COMPANY:  GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY (84%); 

SUBJECT: Foreign Affairs; 
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Scoop 

Pesticide Poisoning Affects Children At Higher Rate - UN Agencies 

Pesticide poisoning is a serious health problem that disproportionately affects infants and children, three United Nations agencies say in a new report released today, urging steps to minimize youngsters' exposure to such potentially deadly chemicals. 

An estimated 1 million to 5 million cases of pesticide poisonings occur each year, resulting in several thousand fatalities, including children, according to Childhood Pesticide Poisoning: Information for Advocacy and Action, published by the Food and Agriculture Organization (<"http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2004/51018/index.html">FAO), UN Environment Programme (<"http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=409&ArticleID=4623&l=en">UNEP) and World Health Organization (<"http://www.who.int/en/">WHO). 

Children face higher risks from pesticides than adults because they may be more susceptible or are exposed more to such chemicals over the course of their lifetime, the report says. Most of the poisonings take place in rural areas of developing countries, where safeguards typically are inadequate or lacking altogether. Although developing nations use just a quarter of the world's production of pesticides, they experience 99 per cent of the deaths due to pesticide poisoning. 

Diet and poverty are two of the major sources of exposure for children, the report says. Food and water containing pesticide residues may be a source of chronic, low-level pesticide exposure; growing food on or near contaminated soils puts children at risk; and even pesticides stored incorrectly in the field or the household may contaminate food or water. 

In poor families, meanwhile, children often help on family farms where pesticides are used; pesticide users, including teenagers, may lack access to protective equipment or receive no training; and in many developing countries, the marking and advertising of pesticides is often uncontrolled or illicit. 

To minimize risk, the UN agencies urge reducing and eliminating possible sources of pesticide exposure to children and home and at work, keeping such chemicals out their reach, and cutting the use of agricultural pesticides through Integrated Pest Management (IPM). 

Other steps to reduce the harmful effects include training health workers to recognize and manage pesticide poisoning, providing training to people on how to use pesticides safely, running educational and information campaigns in the media, and addressing all aspects of pesticide management from manufacturing until use or disposal. 

Financial Times

Step carefully in the memento minefield

Published: October 6 2004

	When Robert Hudson stepped off a flight from Banjul in Gambia and was stopped by customs officers in the "Nothing to Declare" channel at Gatwick airport, they found three baboon skulls, four primate skulls and a marine turtle shell in his luggage.

When the case came up at London's Southwark Crown Court earlier this year, Hudson pleaded guilty to smuggling prohibited animal parts and to intending to sell them at his Newquay shop. He was sentenced to 120 hours community service, ordered to pay £1,500 costs and only escaped a custodial sentence thanks to exemplary character references.

Hudson knew exactly what he was doing. But this wasn't the case when a holidaymaker returning from South Africa strolled through the green channel at Heathrow with a stuffed crocodile under his arm. He had no idea that a criminal prosecution could result from bringing the trophy into Britain without a special permit. The crocodile was confiscated and the owner fined.

"Tourists bring all sorts of animals and birds back from their holidays, completely unaware that they are endangered species," a British customs officer told me. "Live baby crocodiles, lizards, scorpions, snakes, parrots and young falcons are often seized but I think the most gruesome souvenirs we find are the dried monkey heads and gorilla hands from West Africa." It's surprising how many holidaymakers fall into the trap of importing illegal goods and in doing so become liable for hefty fines or criminal prosecution - to say nothing of the destruction caused to the environment.

They could even incur the maximum penalty for smuggling endangered species which, in Britain, is seven years' imprisonment. Last year British customs officials seized 1,918 live animals and birds, 872 endangered plants, 110 ivory products and more than three million items of Oriental medicine containing parts or derivatives of endangered species.

Holidaymakers often bring back banned items out of simple ignorance. It is all too easy when visiting an exotic market or beachside stall to forget there are strict rules on what you can and cannot bring back into your home country. Nor is it just market traders who can lead you astray. Shops at reputable hotels and airports have also been known to sell items that could land you on the wrong side of the law.

Items such as ivory jewellery or carvings, tortoiseshell sunglasses, leopard-skin or tiger-skin coats and shawls made from shatoosh (wool from the critically endangered Tibetan antelope) are all banned. Wild orchids and cacti, coral necklaces, queen conch shells, snakeskin boots, live animals and birds require special export and import permits. Even a crocodile skin watchstrap bought from an unauthorised source, or bulk-buying of caviar, can get you into trouble.

"Our advice is not to buy souvenirs made from animal derivatives," said a spokesman for the Customs & Excise department in Britain. "You will be told all sorts of stories - that the animal died naturally, that you don't need an export licence, that your purchase helps the local economy. But even the smallest ivory pendant means that an animal had to die. And far from helping the local economy you are actually doing the reverse because local people will carry on killing if they know that there is a market for these goods."

Astonishingly, wildlife derivatives such as rhino horn or deer musk (used in traditional Chinese medicines) can be worth more than Class A drugs or gold on an ounce-by-ounce basis. This is why the illegal trade in wildlife is now a serious international crime with annual global profits estimated at about £3.5 bn - a figure that balloons every year.

The US and the UK, along with Japan, are among the world's largest consumers of wildlife and wildlife products and the US Fish and Wildlife Service and Britain's National Wildlife Crime Intelligence Unit - part of the National Criminal Intelligence Service - wage a continuous battle against law-breakers.

International awareness of the problem is growing too. More than 150 countries, including the UK and US, have signed up to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites) whose secretariat is administered by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep). Cites aims to protect endangered species by controlling international trade in products made from at-risk animals and plants. More than 800 species are banned and trade in a further 30,000 items is strictly legally controlled.

There is, however, a snag. While Cites restricts the movement of specified goods between member countries it doesn't make their sale within a country illegal-even if that country has signed the agreement. Many banned Cites items are openly on sale in Africa and Asia while international trading in such products is known to take place in Singapore and the Gulf States.

Hotspots for unwary shoppers include Sri Lanka and the Maldives (turtle-shell jewellery), Philippines (giant clams), Thailand and Indonesia (protected orchids), Mexico (protected cacti species), Cuba and the Caribbean (coral), Africa and Asia (ivory and elephant products), India, Nepal and Pakistan (skins from leopards, jaguars, tigers and shatoosh shawls).

Visitors should also shop carefully in Egypt, Kenya, Nigeria, Tanzania, South Africa and the Seychelles.

Raising awareness among holidaymakers is a priority in Cites's signatory countries. Souvenir Alert, a campaign run by the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) is Britain's response.

"Every year unwitting tourists bring back wildlife items like coral or queen conch shells, unaware that importing them is either illegal or requires a special permit," said Callum Rankine, a WWF international species officer. "The real difficulty comes with species like butterflies that aren't as high profile as ivory. But ignorance is not a defence against a prosecution or fine. If in doubt, don't buy."

Anyone who may need a permit to import wildlife souvenirs into the US is advised to check with the Fish and Wildlife Service or the Global Wildlife Division of Defra when entering Britain.

The damage done by buying dodgy souvenirs doesn't stop at indigenous wildlife. Historical and archaeological sites have suffered from looting for centuries with many items stolen to order.

While the trade in black market antiquities is generally confined to unscrupulous dealers and collectors, it's possible for unwary holidaymakers to run into trouble. Replicas flogged by hawkers at archaeological sites have occasionally turned out to be genuine and unwitting tourists arrested at airports for the illegal export of cultural artefacts.

So buyer beware. Holiday mementos can prove a minefield. Investing in that hand-painted icon, turtle-shell necklace or stylish snakeskin belt could carry a very high price indeed.

IF IN DOUBT, LEAVE IT OUT CLEAR-CONSCIENCE SOUVENIRS

* Africa: Masai bead jewellery, sarongs, woven baskets, painted calabash gourds, jade or soapstone carvings or similar in hardwoods from sustainable sources

* Caribbean: Art from Jamaica, Cuba and the Dominican Republic, spices and local coffee, coconut shell maracas, rum

* Far East: Chinese paintings and scrolls, cloisonné, tea, fans, modern Buddhas, replica terracotta warriors

* India: Indian woollen shawls, silks and saris, leather sandals, miniature paintings, replica bronze and terracotta deities

* Indian Ocean/Pacific: Model galleons from Mauritius, tapa cloth made from bark, pandanus leaf mats and baskets, coconut shell jewellery WHAT TO AVOID

* skins, bags, coats and accessories made from jaguar, leopard and tiger skin

* elephant ivory including carvings and jewellery

* sea turtle shell jewellery, hair-combs and sunglasses

* shawls made from shatoosh

* traditional Chinese medicine claiming to contain tiger, leopard and rhino derivatives

RESTRICTED GOODS

Special permits are usually needed to import the following:

* live animals and birds

* protected orchids and cacti

* coral jewellery and ornaments

* reptile skins and boots, bags, belts, shoes and watchstraps made from the skins of snakes, lizards, alligators or crocodiles

* queen conch shells, giant clams

* caviar in large quantities
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BusinessWorld 

October 7, 2004, Thursday 
HEADLINE: Briefs

BODY:
 ICT congress

An interesting discussion on geospatial technologies and their importance in planning and decision-making will be featured at the 3rd Mindanao ICT Congress to be held in Zamboanga City on Oct. 8-9. Dr. Jose Edgardo Aban, a space technology expert of the Philippine Council for Advanced Science and Technology Research and Development (PCASTRD), will speak on the role of geospatial technologies in making crucial decisions that will help spur progress in the region. For more information on the 3rd Mindanao ICT Congress, visit http://www.3rd-mindanao-ict-congress.com or call (062) 991-1024, (062) 991-2752, (062) 993-2878 or e-mail congress-secretariat@zambonet.ph.

Wealth seminar

A seminar entitled "Kalayaan sa Kakapusan: Wealth Within Your Reach" will be held on Oct. 15 and Nov. 13 at the Megatrade Hall of SM Megamall in Ortigas Center. To be tackled are topics such as principles and essentials of financial independence, government securities, mutual funds and investment vehicles, and franchising. Invited speakers include Colayco Foundation president Francisco Colayco, Mutual Fund Management Company of the Phils. president Phillip Hagedorn, and GMB Consultancy president Armando "Butz" Bartolome. 

Environmental risks

A conference to discuss the managing of environmental risks involved in bank lending will be held on Oct. 21 at the Dusit Hotel in Makati City. Dubbed "Greening the Financial Sector," the conference cum seminar-workshop will be held under the joint auspices of the Asia-Pacific Roundtable for Sustainable Consumption and Production (APRSCP), Association of Development Financing Institutions in Asian and the Pacific (ADFIAP), United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), International Finance Corporation (IFC), Chamber of Thrift Banks (CTB), and Bank Marketing Association of the Philippines (BMAP). Topics include environmental due diligence and management in lending environmental criteria for asset management, environmental performance indicators, and other related subjects. For inquiries and reservations, call Sandy Lim at 844-2424 or 844-9090 or Mitzi Busmente at 920-0074.

Neurophysiology

In line with the 12th anniversary of St. Luke's Medical Center, its Institute for Neurosciences will conduct an international symposium on clinical neurophysiology entitled "Electro-diagnosis in Clinical Practice" on Oct. 11-13 at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel in Makati City. The symposium will focus on the recent developments in the field of neurosciences in the clinical practice of electrodiagnosis. It aims to provide medical practitioners up-to-date knowledge on the electrodiagnostic studies for the diagnosis and treatment of disorders that affect the neuromuscular system. For more information, call 727-5456 or 723-0301 loc. 5456 or 4219.

Internal quality audit

The Philippine Trade Training Center (PTTC) of the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) will conduct a seminar on internal quality audit on Oct. 25-26 at the PTTC Bldg. in Pasay City. The two-day program consists lectures, exercises, and examination. Topics include principles of internal quality audit, effective auditing of a quality system, qualification requirements of an auditor, and role of the auditee. For reservations and inquiries, call Gemma Almoradie or Beth Salcedo at 834-1344-49 or 833-7337, or fax 834-1343.

Battery chargers

Sony's Cycle Energy quick battery chargers provide a solution to problems such as a short battery life common to digital cameras. These are available in three variants: the Power Charger or BCG-34HLD4L, best used for toys and walkmans; Super Quick Charger or BCG-34HD4; and Refresh Charger or BCG-34HRD4, ideal for any digital still cameras such as Sony cybershot models. The refresh function is important with its memory effect, which occurs when users charge batteries before its power has been completely depleted. If left unclear, the memory effect can severely impair the effective capacity of a battery's full charge. When this particular function is used, it will first discharge a battery's remaining capacity and will then recharge to its maximum capacity. All variants are available in Avid Sony shops, major IT and appliance retail outlets.
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American Scientist

The Looming Disaster 

Thomas F. Malone
Red Sky at Morning: America and the Crisis of the Global Environment. James Gustave Speth. xvi + 299 pp. Yale University Press, 2004. $24.

Drawing on his decades of experience as a distinguished leader of the environmental movement, James Gustave ("Gus") Speth has written a brilliantly insightful and extraordinarily useful book, Red Sky at Morning. (Among Speth's accomplishments are that he cofounded the Natural Resources Defense Council, chaired the U.S. Council on Environmental Quality, advised presidents Carter and Clinton on environmental issues, founded and headed the World Resources Institute, led the United Nations Development Programme and won Japan's prestigious Blue Planet Prize; he is currently dean of the School of Forestry and Environmental Studies at Yale.) The book's thesis is that there is an urgent need to mount an "Environmental Revolution."

The immediate goals of that revolution would be fourfold: to link local environmental issues with global ones; to embed environmental considerations into mainstream public policy; to commit ourselves to the notion that, as Maurice Strong (senior advisor to United Nations Secretary–General Kofi Annan) observed in Where on Earth Are We Going?, "our economic system should serve and support our social goals and human values"; and to reestablish the United States as an environmental leader.

The ultimate goal of the revolution would be the creation of a world society that is environmentally sustainable, economically equitable and peaceful. "The leadership of civil society and of the private sector will be especially important," Speth explains, noting that there must also be "a deeper change, a different way of seeing ourselves in relation to the planet on which we live." He also observes that we need "an international movement of citizens and scientists, one capable of dramatically advancing the political and personal actions needed."

Awareness of the need for such a revolution has been building for half a century. Speth cites the wisdom of the legendary Aldo Leopold, who wrote in The Sand County Almanac in 1949 that "We have ethical duties to the communities of plants and animals that evolved here with us. . . . A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, beauty, and stability of the biotic community." In 1961 Rachel Carson remarked in the opening pages of Silent Spring that "Only within the moment of time represented by the present century has one species—man—acquired significant power to alter the nature of his world." Almost two decades later, the 1980 Report of the Brandt Commission on International Development Issues warned that "chaos—as a result of mass hunger, economic disaster, environmental catastrophes, and terrorism" could be as much of a threat to social stability as war. In 1987, the World Commission on Environment and Development called for the creation of a new charter that would set forth the principles of sustainable development that were needed to maintain livelihoods and life on our shared planet. And a decade ago the world's top scientists, including a majority of Nobel laureates, stated that  we are fast approaching many of the earth's limits. Current economic practices which damage the environment, in both developed and underdeveloped nations, cannot be continued without the risk that vital global systems will be damaged beyond repair.

The Preamble to the Earth Charter, a global mission statement that was discussed during the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro and released in 2001, begins as follows:

We stand at a critical moment in Earth's history, a time when humanity must choose its future . . . [which] at once holds great peril and great promise. . . . Fundamental changes are needed in our values, institutions, and ways of living. We must realize that when basic needs have been met, human development is primarily about being more, not having more.

Yet the world's governments have been slow to respond to global environmental challenges. "We have been told what the future may hold," Speth says, "but so far we seem unable to step from the path to disaster." Two decades of international environmental negotiations have resulted in framework conventions on climate, desertification, biodiversity and the Law of the Sea, but so far those treaties, agreements and protocols are not actually preventing environmental deterioration. Speth characterizes them as "weak medicine" for an ailing Mother Earth and asks why the standard convention–protocol model, which worked well to protect the ozone layer, has fared badly when applied to these bigger problems. The failure is compounded of many elements—a tendency to address symptoms rather than underlying causes; economic opposition and protection of sovereignty as political factors; weak multilateral institutions; the use of consensus–based negotiating procedures; and lack of strong leadership from wealthy, industrialized countries.

The supporting evidence for a threat to sustainability is persuasive. Speth describes two "megatrends" of environmental deterioration: increasing pollution and biological impoverishment. These have been triggered by "prodigious expansion in human populations and their production and consumption." The global population increased fourfold during the 20th century, and the average economic productivity of individuals grew fivefold; the result was a 20–fold growth in the global economy, which is expected by 2050 to quadruple in size to $140 trillion. "Ecological footprints" left on the finite natural system by the expanding human system indicate that in the 1980s human demands began to exceed the regenerative capacity of the world's air, water, land, sunlight, and plant and animal life.

Speth describes in some detail the cause of those megatrends. In the largest sense, he observes, it's our economic activity: We're "consuming nature and pouring out products and pollution."

In addition, some of us are consuming more than our share. In 2002, G. W. Yohe and I (in an article in the Journal of Knowledge Management) pointed out that 900 million individuals in 23 affluent industrialized nations today produce and consume more than 20 times the quantity of goods and services used by the 700 million individuals in the 40 least–developed countries (after taking into account differences in purchasing power). Annual gains in economic productivity (powered by energy from fossil fuels) are 50 percent higher in those affluent countries than in the least–developed ones. Moreover, this higher rate of growth builds from a level of economic production and per capita consumption that is more than 20 times greater in affluent than in developing nations. By 2050 the level of production and consumption will be more than 40 times greater in affluent than in "least–developed" nations if present demographic and productivity trends continue.

Serious inequities also exist within countries. The U.N. Development Programme's 2003 Human Development Report noted that in about a third of the countries surveyed (including Japan, the Nordic countries, and Eastern European countries), the richest 10 percent of the population enjoys 5 to 10 times as much income and consumption as the poorest 10 percent. In another third (including the United States, Italy, Germany and the United Kingdom), the richest 10 percent have 10 to 20 times as much as the poorest, and in nearly another third (including many African and Latin American countries), they have more than 20 times as much.

The annual rate of population increase is nearly six times greater in the least–developed countries than in the affluent ones. Most of the growth in world population will take place among the five billion people in the developing world, where, as Speth notes, three billion individuals "live on less than two dollars a day" and have little capacity to cope with deterioration in life–supporting ecosystems. Massive population growth in developing countries and massive production and consumption in industrialized countries are fueling economic inequity, threatening environmental sustainability, and jeopardizing social stability and peace in a world blessed with new technologies for sharing knowledge—and cursed with terrorism and weapons of mass destruction.

Speth spells out eight transitions that will be required to transform society: progress toward a stable or smaller world population, freedom from mass poverty, environmentally benign technologies, environmentally honest prices, sustainable consumption, an emphasis on knowledge and learning, good governance, and—above all—a culture and consciousness that respects nature, human rights and economic justice, and treasures peace. These transitions are central to four overarching imperatives: reduction of population growth in developing countries; restraint on economic production and conspicuous consumption in the industrialized world; development of environmentally benign sources of energy to power economic development globally; and a revolution in education that will equip individuals to become co–creators of the human future.

Innovative partnerships among disciplines and institutions (academia, business and industry, government, and civil organizations) will be required to advance these goals. The book has two appendices that can help empower its readers: a comprehensive "Bookshelf" of recommendations for further reading and a set of "Resources for Citizens" that includes lists of Web sites pertinent to each of the eight transitions. Voters, investors, consumers, family members, association members, workers, advocates of government policies and funding, conservationists, activists and educators should all find information of use to them. The "Resources for Citizens" appendix is available for free downloading at www.redskyatmorning.com.

Success in these endeavors will produce a civilization like that envisioned by Paul Raskin and colleagues in Great Transition: The Promise and Lure of the Times Ahead (2002)—"a civilization of unprecedented freedom, tolerance and decency." In this brave new world, "Conspicuous consumption and glitter are viewed as vulgar throwbacks to an earlier era. The pursuit of the well–lived life turns to the quality of existence—creativity, ideas, culture, human relationships and a harmonious relationship with nature."

In summary, Red Sky at Morning is a clarion call for changes in the behavior of individuals and institutions that will lead to an environmentally sustainable, economically equitable and socially peaceful world society, in which all of the basic human needs and an equitable share of human "wants" can be met for every individual in present and future generations while maintaining a healthy, physically attractive and biologically productive environment. This vision is now within reach.

Reviewer Information

Thomas F. Malone is University Distinguished Scholar Emeritus at North Carolina State University. Formerly the foreign secretary of the National Academy of Sciences, he has been president of Sigma Xi, the American Geophysical Union and the American Meteorological Society.
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Russia Journal

Russia may ratify Kyoto Protocol in Oct - minister

October 05, 2004

MOSCOW - The Russian government expects parliament to ratify the Kyoto Protocol this month in a move allowing the long-delayed climate change treaty to come into force worldwide, a senior minister said on Monday. "We have already started consultations with parliamentary deputies," Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Zhukov said during President Vladimir Putin's weekly meeting with top ministers, parts of which were shown on national television. 

"I hope that as early as in October the State Duma (lower house of parliament) will debate the ratification." Pro-Kremlin parties control two thirds of seats in the Duma, enough to pass any legislation favoured by Putin. Russia, which accounts for 17 percent of world greenhouse gas emissions, holds the key to Kyoto's success or failure since the United States pulled out of it in 2001. 

The pact becomes binding once it has been ratified by 55 percent of the signatories which must, among them, account for 55 percent of developed countries' carbon dioxide emissions. Kyoto has surpassed the requirement for signatories with 122 nations having ratified it – but these account only for 44 percent of total emissions without Russia. Russia at first prevaricated on ratifying the 1997 U.N. document it signed in 1999. But in May Putin backed it in exchange for EU agreement on the terms of Moscow's admission to the World Trade Organisation. 

Last week, the cabinet formally backed the Kyoto Protocol, despite doubts by some leading ministers and scientists, and sent it to the Duma for ratification. Proponents of Kyoto say that apart from improving the environment worldwide, the pact would force Russia to upgrade industry to new standards and help it earn billions of dollars by selling excess quotas for gas emissions to polluters abroad. Opponents say Russia will lose out. 

At a government meeting last week, leading experts from the Academy of Sciences said that new standards set by the protocol would not help the global environment. Putin's economic adviser Andrei Illarionov echoed their criticism with a warning that the new measures would cost industry more and undermine the Kremlin's plan to double gross domestic product in 10 years. 

"There have been different opinions on the issue, but we decided that benefits predominate," Zhukov told Putin on Monday. Economic Development Minister German Gref said last week that the Kremlin viewed ratification mainly as a gesture to boost Russia's image abroad. 

"I do not subscribe to the opinion that ratification could in any substantial way affect the pace of our economic development," he said. "The protocol hardly has any real impact on improving ecology. It is fairly symbolic." GAZETA.RU 


Source URL: http://www.russiajournal.com/news/cnews-article.shtml?nd=45763 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Annan Reports Progress in Action to Combat Landmines 
NEW YORK, New York, October 6, 2004 (ENS) - Countries strewn with deadly landmines are becoming better at planning and implementing programs to reduce or eliminate them, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report to the General Assembly. 

Landmines, the ultimate environmental hazard, kill or injure between 15,000 and 20,000 new victims yearly, compared to an average of 26,000 victims seven years ago. Nobody knows how many mines are still out in the environment, but estimates suggest that over 110 million landmines are still in place. 
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UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan (Photo courtesy UN)
Tuesday Annan told the General Assembly the work of United Nations agencies has helped many mine affected countries to respond more effectively and quickly to the problem. 

The Mine Action Service, a part of the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations, is responsible for the overall coordination of United Nations action on mines and and explosive remnants of war. It coordinates the activities of 13 UN departments, programs, funds and agencies. 

In Afghanistan, for example, the UN Mine Action Service managed the center that runs the country's anti-mine program. Last year about 78 square kilometers of land were cleared, more than 22 square kilometers returned to local communities for their use and another 160 square kilometers were surveyed, Annan reported. Mine risk education reached nearly 800,000 of the Afghani people. 
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Deminers from the nongovernmental organization International Mine Initiative clear a minefield in Iraq. (Photo courtesy IMI)
There is an improvement in the capacity to respond to emergencies, Annan said in his report, which covers the period from August 2003 to August 2004. The UN rapid response plan was tested in Iraq, reviewed through a formal evaluation, and a revision is in progress. 

The situation that unfolded in Iraq after the fall of Baghdad was unprecedented, said Jean-Marie Guéhenno, under-secretary-general for peacekeeping operations in his annual reportto the General Assembly. "Probably never before has so much explosive ordnance simply been abandoned at the end of a conflict," he said. 

UN officials were deployed to Iraq in April 2003 and established a mine action coordination team in Baghdad and an area mine action coordination team in Basrah to oversee, prioritize and assign tasks. Acting on a Security Council resolution, the two teams also began advising the National Mine Action Authority of Iraq. 

An emergency survey was conducted - a total of 2,499 Iraqi communities were surveyed and 739 dangerous areas were identified. 

The next step was clearance. A mine and unexploded ordnance clearance company in southern Iraq has destroyed than 500,000 items of unexploded or abandoned ordnance under contract to the Mine Action Service, Annan reported. 
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Anti-tank mines designed to detonate at pressure of about 350 pounds. (Photo courtesy U.S. Defense Department)
Then the UN agencies worked to educate people about mines to prevent further injuries and deaths. The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) funded two nongovernmental organizations to take the lead for mine risk education - the Mines Advisory Group in the south and Handicap International around Baghdad. 

At the same time, assessments of situations in mine affected countries Liberia, Malawi, Senegal and Uganda have been carried out, Annan reported. 

New capacity building programs were established in Afghanistan, Colombia, Iraq, Jordan and the Sudan. National programs have benefited from a range of training opportunities and have strengthened field level planning and coordination, the report states. 
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This woman lost her hand to a land mine in Afghanistan. (Photo by Luke Powell courtesy UN )
Annan says countries are now more willing to work collaboratively against landmines, consulting and sharing information not just with nongovernmental organizations and civil society groups but other nations as well. 

International mine action standards for mine risk education were approved and disseminated this year, Annan reports, and he said that countries are becoming more pro-active about educating their citizens to avoid these explosive devices. 

The UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) implements and supports mine risk education and mine accident prevention programs and provides advocacy and survivor assistance in 35 countries and territories. 

UNICEF assigned mine risk education officers to work in mine action centres in Afghanistan, Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Sudan. In April and May UNICEF ran a project in eastern Chad that taught some 100,000 displaced people from Darfur about the risks. 

UNICEF is the only United Nations mine action entity working in Georgia, Guatemala, Mauritania, Nicaragua, the occupied Palestinian territories, Panama, Chechnya in the the Russian Federation, the Golan Heights in the Syrian Arab Republic, and Vietnam. 
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Sophisticated mine detection systems are in development. Phil Rodacy of the U.S. Sandia National Lab demonstrates a mock chemical-sensing detector on an antitank mine. (Photo by Randy Montoya courtesy Sandia)
The UN Development Programme has helped many governments, including those of Iraq, Mozambique and Yemen, construct their national strategies, including details about mine clearance and survivor assistance, Annan reported. 

During the reporting period, UNDP raised more than $70 million for mine action, including more than $30 million through the Thematic Trust Fund for Crisis Prevention and Recovery. 

Increased financial resources were made available and initiatives were taken to encourage participation in mine action by international financial institutions, Annan reports. But funding for mine action projects still falls far short of the need. 

Between the launch of the 2004 consolidated appeals process in November 2003 and the mid-year review in June 2004, the secretary-general reports that only $12,708,230 was raised for mine action projects, out of total revised requirement of $40,256,180. 

The Mine Action Service continued development of the Electronic Mine Information Network (e-Mine) online at: http://www.mineaction.org. Among the estimated 800 new documents uploaded to e-Mine were texts of national mine action legislation, United Nations reports and resolutions, international agreements relating to landmines, and reports from national mine action programs. 
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Army Spc. Sean Hogan uses a mine detector to search for improvised explosive devices near Baqubah, Iraq, on September 24, 2004 (Photo by Spc. James B. Smith Jr. courtesy U.S. Army)
Mines and unexploded ordnance are destructive to the environment as well as to human beings. Wherever they are deployed, mines outlast their military objectives. For decades, waterways, beaches, forests, mountains, deserts and fields remain covered with unmarked mine fields. 

The environmental impact of landmines can be devastating, as Abdhesh Gangwar, coordinator of the Centre for Environment Education, Himalaya, told a forum on the issue in April 2003 organized by the Indian Institute of Peace, Disarmament and Environmental Protection and Global Green Peace. 

"Anti-personnel landmines pose a serious threat to environment, livelihood and process of sustainable development, affecting not only present but also future generations," Gangwar said. "They prejudice economic development by disrupting the biosphere's life support systems and diminishing the capacity of the environment to supply the raw materials and natural resources." 

"Mines deny access to natural resources, promote the rapid and unsustainable exploitation of marginal and ecologically fragile environments, deplete biological diversity by destroying flora and fauna, contaminate the surrounding soil and water with highly toxic substances, and destroy the ecosystem itself by disrupting soil and water processes," Gangwar told forum delegates. 

The Summit for a Mine-Free World, the first review conference of Parties to the 1997 Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, will convene in Nairobi, Kenya, from November 20 to December 3. The Convention, known as the Ottawa Convention, has been ratified by 143 countries. A total of 42 countries remain outside the Mine Ban Treaty, including the United States. 

View the secretary-general's report by clicking here. 

The Mine Action Service annual report is found here.

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Iraqi Ports Blocked, Polluted by Hundreds of Shipwrecks 
KUWAIT CITY, Kuwait, October 6, 2004 (ENS) - Access to Iraq's two deepwater seaports is blocked and the marine environment of the entire northern Persian Gulf is threatened by hundreds of sunken ships that were wrecked in wars over the past 25 years, according to a detailed new report by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

The survey, released on Tuesday, analyzes the environmental risks posed by hazardous cargo still aboard many of the ships - munitions, pesticides and refined fuels. Pollutants are now leaking from a number of the wrecked ships, the UNDP team reported. 

“The current is very strong in the area where the vessels are, so a lot of pollution is being carried out to the Gulf, and is spreading,” said Paul Clifford, a UNDP survey adviser. 
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There are hundreds of sunken wrecks leaking pollutants in the Gulf. (Photo courtesy UNDP)
A survey of the ports of Umm Qasr and Az Zubayr by UNDP experts identified 282 ships by location and physical status. Many of the vessels sank as a result of military action in the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war, the Gulf War of 1991, and the U.S. led invasion of Iraq in 2003. 

A comprehensive technical survey of the 40 sunken vessels and the environmental hazards they pose was carried out at the beginning of this year by UNDP, the UK's Department for International Development, the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME). 

The ships' locations along with quantities of unexploded ordnance and other explosives as well as sunken ammunition cargos were identified with the use of advanced underwater mapping technology and teams of specialized divers. 

A two day conference began here today to review and plan the removal of 40 of the largest shipwrecks in Iraqi and Kuwaiti waters. 

At the meeting, UNDP “will share the findings of the survey with potential donors and get some consensus on funding,” said Clifford. 
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Crews work to remove equipment from a wreck in the Gulf. (Photo courtesy UNDP)
The cost of removing the larger wrecks runs from US$1 million to $8 million per vessel, depending on size, Clifford estimates. Costs of removal will be presented to donors in five packages of up to $30 million, UNDP Iraq officials said. 

Until most of these vessels are removed, Iraq will not be able to rehabilitate the Persian Gulf seaports that once handled the bulk of its commerce, UN experts said. 

Kuwait is dependent for drinking water on desalination plants that purify water from the Gulf. Pollutants from the sunken ships may pose a contamination threat to the desalination plants, the report warns. 

Aside from the 282 sunken vessels identified in the survey, hundreds more remain submerged in the channels and estuaries north of Umm Qasr and near the neighboring territorial waters of Kuwait, the UNDP says. 

“Unless careful measures are taken, these shipwrecks could pose a serious threat to the marine environment,” said Michel Gautier, UNDP’s infrastructure manager, who has supervised UNDP’s port rehabilitation project. “They are also a major obstacle to Iraq’s economic recovery." 

One of the large shipwrecks in the Gulf (Photo courtesy UNDP)
The International Atomic Energy Agency, Marine Environmental Laboratory, and the French Centre of Documentation, Research and Experimentation on Accidental Water Pollutions (CEDRE) collaborated with the UNDP team in the overall research, providing technical expertise in assessing the marine pollution in the immediate vicinity of the shipwrecks. 

CEDRE experts accompanied the dive team and formulated an oil spill contingency plan to prevent environmental damage during salvage of the sunken vessels. 

The contingency plan outlines scenarios and response strategies as well as proposing a detailed notification action. 

"Removal of the 40 surveyed shipwrecks is important both to the operational capacity of the Iraqi ports and to the environment," the UNDP report states. 

Planning the salvage operation as a whole, experts grouped the highest priority vessels in three work packages, each with a clearly defined objective. 

The first work projects remove priority wrecks from the approach channel Khawr Abd Allah. The UNDP plans to dredge this area in November. 

Removal of wrecks from berths at Umm Qasr port is the second work package. 

The third work package includes removal of priority wrecks from Khawr az Zubayr and the berths at Al Zubayr port. 

Rusting hulks, many loaded with hazardous pollutants, litter the Gulf. (Photo courtesy UNDP)
UNDP is proposing a fourth work package that purely addresses urgent environmental concerns, such as the collection and treatment of crude and fuel oil known to exist within a number of the vessels surveyed. No wrecks would be salvaged as part of this package. 

A fifth work package outlines the wrecks that are located in Kuwaiti territorial waters. 

Removing the ships now blocking access to the ports and restoring channels to their original depth would cost about $34 million, the UNDP team has estimated. 

If port access for deep-draught vessels is restored, the savings to Iraq in one year alone would far exceed that investment, the UN agencies have calculated. The United Nations Joint Logistic Centre estimates that Iraq now spends an additional $190 million yearly importing goods overland that could be imported much more cheaply and efficiently by sea. 

A $2.5 million emergency dredging program in the summer of 2003 was funded by the government of Japan, and this year, Japan allocated $24 million from the UN Trust Fund for Iraq for additional dredging, ensuring that the approach channel would be opened and maintained. 

UNDP used a further $36.5 million for two large dredgers and spare parts for repairing what remains of the Iraqi dredging fleet. 

UNDP has recommended the purchase of an additional $40 million dredger and the allocation of $8 million yearly for operating costs, giving Iraq’s Persian Gulf dredging fleet the capacity to maintain the whole port area.
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UN or UNEP in the news

China `urges restraint' in eating turtles -  Challenges traditional healers to show proof 
Bangkok Post, 7 October 2004 (RANJANA WANGVIPULA) - China has signalled it is trying to reform its centuries-old belief in traditional medicines and consumption of exotic wildlife dishes, in an effort to save various species from extinction.
The signal came yesterday at the 13th meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites), where a proposal was tabled to give Asian turtles more protection.

http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/07Oct2004_news13.php

Thailand declines to support shark proposal 
Bangkok Post, 7 October 2004 (KULTIDA SAMABUDDHI) - Thailand has decided against supporting the proposal by Australia and Madagascar to put the great white shark on the protected list of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites).
Strengthening shark conservation regulations would adversely affect Thailand's shark fin trade, Department of Fisheries deputy director-general Jaranthada Karnasuta said.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/07Oct2004_news14.php 

saving the great white: Govt balks at shark listing plan - Amid concern over soup restaurants, Bangkok declines to back restrictions on trade in species 
The Nation (Thailand), 7 October 2004 - Thailand is likely to find itself in hot water by opposing the tightening of trade in great white sharks because of its concern about the possible ill effects on shark-fin-soup restaurants. 
The government’s refusal to throw its support behind the proposal from Australia and Madagascar to list the great white shark on Appendix II of Cites has already sparked uproar from international conservationists.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2004/10/07/national/index.php?news=national_14974670.html 

450 tigers seized from private Thai zoo 
Straits Times, Singapore, 7 October 2004 - BANGKOK - Police have raided a private zoo in eastern Thailand and confiscated hundreds of tigers they said the facility was breeding illegally, a media report said. 
… Under Cites regulations, Thailand cannot export tigers - which are classified as being endangered - except for educational and conservation purposes.
Less than 5,000 wild tigers currently exist in the world, compared to some 100,000 a century ago, according to the London-based Environmental Investigation Agency. 
http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/asia/story/0,4386,276511,00.html

Japan upbeat about getting CITES whale vote  
Manila Times, Philippines, 7 October 2004 - BANGKOK—Japan is confident it can secure the votes needed to resume commercial trade in whale products and that this would be a step toward lifting a ban on hunting the marine giants, a Japanese official said on Wednesday.
“It’s difficult, but this time we are confident that we have more support than we had at previous meetings,” said Joji Morishita, deputy director of the international affairs division of Japan’s Fisheries Agency.
http://www.manilatimes.net/national/2004/oct/07/yehey/opinion/20041007opi8.html 



Bald eagles rebound, other birds of prey in trouble 

Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand 07 October 2004 - BANGKOK: The bald eagle is out of the woods but other birds of prey are in trouble. 
An icon of conservationists, the bald eagle was on the brink of extinction in America's lower 48 states four decades ago, when its numbers stood at just 417 nesting pairs. 
Anti-poaching measures, a reduction in the use of lethal pesticides and the transfer of eagles from Canada have seen its numbers rise in the lower 48 to several thousand. Washington now says that some of the bird's safeguards can be loosened. 
…. At the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) conference which began in Bangkok on Saturday, Washington is proposing that the bird's global status be shifted from a list of critically-endangered animals to one that would allow some commercial trade in the species. 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3056375a7693,00.html 

Wildlife trafficking rampant on the Web - The World Wide Web is the latest battleground in the war against increasingly sophisticated traffickers peddling endangered species around the globe.
CIOL, India, 5 October 2004 (Darren Schuettler) - BANGKOK: Why trawl through a sweaty illegal wildlife market in Asia when you can shop for rare animals and exotic plants on the Internet? 
Wildlife crime experts say the World Wide Web is the latest battleground in the war against increasingly sophisticated traffickers peddling endangered species around the globe. 
"This is a new smuggling way to contact customers and deliver the goods," John Webb, a senior U.S. Justice Department official, told reporters at a wildlife summit in Bangkok. http://www.ciol.com/content/news/2004/104100509.asp 

General News

13 more members approved 
Bangkok Post, 7 October 2004 (ACHARA ASHAYAGACHAT) - Hanoi _ Senior officials of the Asia-Europe Meeting (Asem) yesterday formally approved the entry of 13 new members, including Burma, Cambodia and Laos.
The others are 10 new members of the European Union (EU).
Several contentious issues, including Burma, reform at the United Nations and a more concrete economic partnership, remained unsettled, awaiting decisions from Asian and European leaders.
… Other global issues to be mentioned in the draft chairman's statement include Iraq, nuclear tension on the Korean peninsula and international terrorism, informed sources said.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/07Oct2004_news19.php 
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General Environment News

Locust damage huge in West Africa, says FAO
New York, UN (PANA) - Despite control measures, the large locust swarms that invaded West Africa have severely damaged agricultural harvest in the region, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has revealed. According to the UN agency's latest update for September, locust swarms that formed in Senegal, Mauritania, Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso had reached parts of Western Sahara, Cape Verde, Mali, Niger and Libya. It warned that the insects now migrating towards north-west Africa could cause more damage than witnessed in February. Meanwhile, the agency said it has only 14.7 million US dollars in cash, while another 40 million dollars had been pledged, towards the 100 million needed to combat the destructive insects.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng059055&dte=06/10/2004
Nouakchott forum on Senegal River basin ends
Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - A three-day workshop on optimum use of the Senegal River basin resources has ended here with recommendations geared towards substantial improvement in the economic and social conditions of countries sharing the waterway. Officials said here Wednesday that the recommendations were being compiled into a report to be made public at a later date. Experts from the three member countries - Mali, Mauritania and Senegal - had gathered at the third in a series of brainstorming sessions aimed at drawing up an all-inclusive programme on optimum exploitation of the resources in the Senegal River basin. In closing remarks Tuesday, the secretary-general of the Mauritianian Water Ministry indicated that the "relevant proposals" from the three workshops of the inclusive programme showed the effectiveness of the established consultation and dialogue framework called the Technical and Legal Cooperation Commission. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng059053&dte=06/10/2004
Kenya to host World Lake conference in 2005
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya is to host the 11th World Lake Conference next year, Water and Natural Resources Minister Martha Karua said in Nairobi Wednesday. Launching a preparatory meeting on the conference, the Minister said the 31 October-4 November 2005 forum would bring together some 800 participants. She said it would address scientific, management, agricultural, industrial, commercial, societal and educational concerns that impact on lakes and their environment. Describing lakes as a critical element in hydrological system, which must be managed as part of the larger ecosystem, the Minister said: "Water is an indispensable resource for survival of humanity and sustainability of ecosystems."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng059031&dte=06/10/2004
SA Draws Up Battle Plan On Global Warming

Cape Argus (Cape Town): Southern Africa was being fundamentally affected by climate change - and the cabinet would consider a comprehensive response strategy this week, Environmental Affairs Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk announced. He was opening EnviroMedia 2004, a southern African environmental journalism and media conference in Johannesburg. The strategy will be publicly released today. Van Schalkwyk said the implications of climate change - or "global warming" - were among the most critical facing the region. Southern African temperatures were expected to rise by up to 3¼C by the middle of the century, with rainfall expected to fall by as much as 10%. In the Earth's geological history, a temperature rise of 6¼C resulted in one of the mass extinctions. "Rainfall is decreasing, sea levels are rising and all indications point to human activity as the direct cause.”Cabinet will this week be considering a comprehensive climate change response strategy for South Africa, with in-depth recommendations for action across all government departments." http://allafrica.com/stories/200410060084.html
Cabinet Adopts Proposals On Climate Change

BuaNews (Pretoria): Cabinet has adopted proposals to respond to the weather climate change implications regarded as a critical challenge facing Southern Africa. After being briefed about research into changes in long-term weather patterns, causes and consequences, Cabinet at its meeting in Pretoria today adopted the country's comprehensive Climate Change Response Strategy (CCRS). In line with the proposals, Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk will launch the CCRS today, to intensify recommendations in this regard.  Meanwhile, Cabinet also noted the first phase of a Tourism Global Competitiveness Study and agreed on further work aimed at improving the contribution of the tourism sector to the economy. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410060622.html
National Environment Forum for Action Launched

Concord Times (Freetown): A national environment forum for action has been launched recently to address environmental problems affecting the country. Professor Harry Turay, Chairman of the programme, said the programme would help organizers to realize the importance of politicians, youth, grassroots women, and children in deciding on environmental issues. "We all need to contribute to sustainable environmental management and show concern in stopping erosion in the country," he remarked. Deputy Development and Economic Planning Minister, Hon. Ibrahim Sesay, said environmental management is fundamental to development. "We should help make life better by stopping the cutting of trees. That is the only way we can stop erosion," he stated, adding "we should help sustain and develop this country by preserving its potentials." He added that government is planning to address the issue. Lands Minister, Hon. Bobson Sesay says poverty, illiteracy and ignorance contributes to environmental degradation. He said government would soon put in place effective strategies for environmental management in the country. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410060504.html
_________________________________________________________________________________
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN food relief agency helps 1.3 million people in Sudan’s Darfur region

*
Security Council says ‘climate of impunity’ must end in post-conflict nations

*
Annan says UN working on new tools to foster rule of law and transitional justice

*
UN peacekeepers face armed groups and street gangs in Haitian capital

*
UN team arrives to probe Israel’s charges that UN vehicle was used to carry rocket

*
Winner of Afghan presidential poll can hold claim to popular will, UN envoy says

*
UN envoy welcomes call for Kosovo Serbs to participate in Assembly elections

*
Locust threat in West Africa remains extremely serious, UN agency warns

*
Opening of new UN offices boosts humanitarian work in Liberia

* * * *

Sudan

6 October – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) last month fed more than 1.3 million people in the beleaguered Darfur region of western Sudan, taking advantage of the end of the rainy season to distribute its biggest amount of aid since the humanitarian crisis there began last year.

WFP officials gave out 21,535 tons of food during September, using aircraft, trucks and trains to deliver the aid to all three states in the impoverished Darfur region, which is roughly equivalent to the size of France.

The agency said in a statement issued in the capital Khartoum that it had expected to reach about 1.2 million Sudanese – mostly internally displaced persons (IDPs) – for the month. But better weather conditions and more streamlined organization meant 1,336,992 people received food.

WFP Emergency Coordinator for Darfur Carlos Veloso said the September performance has given a boost to the agency’s goal of reaching two million people by the end of the year.

“Insecurity and especially banditry along trucking routes continue to present us with problems, but our ability to meet the needs of the hungry is improving,” he said.

The total was also boosted because some deliveries scheduled for August were delayed because heavy rains then meant many roads were blocked. Those routes have now opened and WFP’s fleet of trucks has also expanded.

WFP has received $211 million of the $252 million it requested to finance its Darfur operations this year.

About 1.45 million Sudanese are IDPs and another 200,000 live as refugees in neighbouring Chad because of brutal attacks against civilians by Janjaweed militias and fighting between Government forces and two rebel groups.

Meanwhile, the Independent Expert on the human rights situation in Chad, Monica Pinto, will tomorrow begin her first official visit to the country.

Ms. Pinto, who will spend 10 days touring Chad, is slated to meet senior Government officials in the capital N’Djamena, including President Idriss Deby. She also expects to meet human rights activists and inspect the Sudanese refugee camps in eastern Chad.

* * *

Rule of law

6 October – Seeking to foster adherence to the rule of law in States either still facing or just emerging from conflict, the Security Council today stressed that such countries must make certain there is no “climate of impunity” for individuals who have committed human rights abuses.

In a statement read out after a day-long debate on the issue, Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom – which holds the Council’s rotating presidency this month – said national or international criminal tribunals and truth and reconciliation commissions are useful options for nations looking to punish past violations and prevent future abuses.

“Ending the climate of impunity is essential,” Mr. Jones Parry said, adding that any tribunals or truth commissions should also focus on the need to have national reconciliation.

Last month Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who briefed the Council today, told the General Assembly that re-introducing the rule of law impartially and rapidly is necessary if the world is “to resuscitate societies shattered by conflict.”

The Council statement said peace and reconciliation processes must be inclusive and gender-sensitive to succeed and, equally importantly, tailored to meet the nature of each country’s legal system, institutions and traditions.

Mr. Jones Parry said the Council urged the UN Secretariat to examine how to implement some of the recommendations contained in Mr. Annan’s report on the rule of law and transitional justice in post-conflict countries, which was released in August.

There were 45 speakers in today’s debate, including Mr. Annan, his Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, Juan Méndez, and the Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), Mark Malloch Brown.

* * *

Rule of Law

6 October – The United Nations is working on developing “important new tools” to strengthen its support for the rule of law and transitional justice in States that are either still facing or just emerging from conflict, Secretary-General Kofi Annan told the Security Council today.

Opening a Council debate on the issue, Mr. Annan said peace-building activities in post-conflict countries will not work unless they are both reflective of international norms and standards and tailored to national needs and aspirations.

The Secretary-General stressed that the political context is also important because “peace and stability can only prevail if the causes of conflict are addressed in a legitimate and fair manner.”

He cited causes such as “ethnic discrimination, gross disparities in the distribution of wealth and social services, abuse of power, and the denial of the right to property or citizenship” as examples.

Discussing his recent report on the rule of law, Mr. Annan said the UN system and the international community as a whole have a wide range of tools at their disposal to assist nations coming out of conflicts.

These include: the support of UN peacekeeping and peace-building missions for national justice systems; the creation of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the ad hoc international criminal tribunals and truth commissions; and the distribution of reparations among the victims of human rights violations.

As an example, the ICC “offers new hope for a permanent reduction in the phenomenon of impunity,” he said.

Two weeks ago Mr. Annan told world leaders who had gathered for the General Assembly that there was a “shameless” disregard for the rule of law in many countries today.

Today he said the new tools being developed at the UN should help in the battle to make sure the rule of law is respected in countries which have been shattered by conflict. The tools include a justice sector mapping guide, support for the setting up of model transitional criminal codes, and policy guidance for prosecutions in both domestic and hybrid legal systems.

Briefing the Council later, Mr. Annan’s Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, Juan Méndez, focused on the issue of transitional justice and the importance of having some kind of mechanism to end impunity for anyone who had committed mass crimes.

Mr. Méndez said the mechanisms that are ultimately chosen must not only be customized to suit each country, but they should draw from the knowledge and experience of civil society groups, academia and democratic governments.

He added that the Security Council could play a greater role, whether by creating mixed or hybrid courts or by authorizing cooperation with the ICC.

Mr. Méndez also said that war-crimes tribunals and truth and reconciliation commissions can exist together, complementing each other’s work rather than overlapping.

The Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), Mark Malloch Brown, said the rule of law is “an indispensable platform for development” because people and economies needed rules and stability if they were to function.

He said the success of new laws in a country emerging from conflict depended on their legitimacy, and that in turn was based on whether the local public believed the laws were home-grown or simply imported wholesale from another legal system altogether.

Mr. Malloch Brown said it was also important that international assistance on the rule of law – whether financial, technical or logistical – not ignore the link with politics.

Too often the help to a community arrived in the form of only technical know-how or a computer when the funding of a police officer’s post in a fragile neighbourhood would be felt as more immediately useful.

The debate was chaired by the United Kingdom, which holds the Council’s rotating presidency for the month of October.

* * *

Haiti

6 October – Battling armed groups and street gangs that have attacked civilians and police officers and destroyed shops and properties, United Nations peacekeepers are helping Haitian National Police as they attempt to restore order to some of the most dangerous districts of the capital Port-au-Prince after a wave of deadly violence.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Haiti, Juan Gabriel Valdés, told UN Radio last night that he met again with interim Prime Minister Gerard Latortue and other senior officials to discuss how to better control the situation.

“I am more optimistic now on how we will manage in the future to ensure more efficiently the protection of civilians,” Mr. Valdés said in an interview given in French. But he warned that the situation remains volatile, especially as the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) has deployed only 40 per cent of its troop numbers so far.

Later this month, contingents from China and Pakistan are expected to bolster the international police force in Haiti, while military contingents from Morocco, Spain and Ecuador are scheduled to arrive by the middle of November.

Mr. Valdés said political reconciliation between the major forces, dialogue with the former military and the disarmament of armed gangs were essential if Haiti, already battered by dire poverty, instability and the deadly effects of Tropical Storm Jeanne last month, is to overcome its latest problems.

Last Thursday several police officers were killed during violent protests by supporters of ousted President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. Four leaders of his Fanmi Lavalas political party were arrested by police at the weekend.

Mr. Valdés stressed that MINUSTAH will do its utmost to establish constructive dialogue between the interim Government and the armed groups and to encourage economic opportunities across the country.

* * *

Middle East

6 October – A United Nations team has arrived in Jerusalem to look into allegations by Israel that a UN ambulance driver was filmed loading a Kassam rocket into his vehicle, a UN spokesman said today.

The team will meet with officials over the next few days and will be asking the Israeli Government and the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) to cooperate with them, Fred Eckhard said.

Early this week UNRWA Commissioner-General Peter Hansen said an investigation and analysis of the footage captured by an Israeli drone established that the object in question was a patient stretcher.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who met with Israeli Ambassador to the UN Dan Gillerman to discuss the allegations, said yesterday that he raised the point that if it is determined “that the facts are not correct, that [the Israelis] would issue a disclaimer on their side.”
The group, which was headed to the region on a previously scheduled visit to review UN operations there, will report back to Mr. Annan after its return to New York, Mr. Eckhard said.
Meanwhile, clarifying recent media reports of UNRWA staff being held by Israeli authorities for their involvement in terror activities, Mr. Eckhard said the Agency was aware of only one staff member in Gaza currently under detention.

“This individual has been held for over two years,” he told the daily press briefing in New York. “He is still awaiting trial.”
In the West Bank, he added, there were 24 UNRWA staff in Israeli detention, but most were being held under administrative detention without a charge or trial.

“Whenever an Agency staff member is detained, by any authority, UNRWA immediately writes requesting information about the detained staff member,” Mr. Eckhard said. “In the case of those detained by Israel, UNRWA has rarely received any feedback or information.”

* * *

Afghanistan

6 October – The winner of this Saturday’s presidential election in Afghanistan – the first in its history – can claim to genuinely represent the nation, despite the limitations surrounding the poll process, the senior United Nations envoy to the country said today.

Jean Arnault, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, told reporters at a briefing in the capital Kabul that the imminent election, which features 18 candidates, “is a remarkable situation” given that the notorious Taliban regime only collapsed in late 2001.

He said it shows “unmistakably a trend, a process embraced by the population at-large – and candidates – that quickens the pace of the transition away from the rule of the gun.”

More than 10 million people, including at least four million women, have registered to vote on Saturday. At least 900,000 refugees still living in neighbouring Iran and Pakistan are also entitled to cast their ballot.

Mr. Arnault, who is head of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), acknowledged there have been shortcomings in the electoral process, as well as widespread unfamiliarity with democratic institutions and ongoing violence or threats of violence from extremist groups.

But, he added, “We deem the degree of freedom and fairness adequate to allow the will of the Afghan people as a whole to translate at the polls, and the next president of Afghanistan to claim to represent the nation.”

Mr. Arnault cited many factors, including the high rates of voter registration, especially from women; an election campaign that has covered the whole country and featured a more open public debate; the emergence of a pluralistic system offering voters an array of options; and the disarmament of numerous ex-fighters.

“And last, but certainly not least, the continued determination of the overwhelming majority of Afghans to brush aside difficulties and go to the polls.”

Mr. Arnault urged every candidate to respect the integrity of the polling and the election result and to reject all forms of violence and undue influence. He also called on security forces to do their utmost to ensure voters can cast their ballots safely.

* * *

Kosovo

6 October – Welcoming the Serbian President’s call to ethnic Serbs to take part in elections later this month to the Kosovo Assembly, the senior United Nations envoy to the province said such participation will allow the minority community to have its voice heard.

Søren Jessen-Petersen, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and the head of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), issued a statement hailing the comments of Serbian President Boris Tadic, who has encouraged ethnic Serbs to vote in the polls scheduled for 23 October.

“There is no substitute for direct participation in democratic institutions which make decisions affecting the lives of everyone in Kosovo,” he said, adding that “participation by Kosovo Serbs paves the way for their representation in local institutions and will enable a constructive dialogue to address their concerns…at both the central and local levels.”

Mr. Jessen-Petersen called on the Government of Serbia and Montenegro to conduct the practical requirements so that displaced Serbs now living outside Kosovo are able to cast their ballots.

He also urged the majority ethnic Albanian community to reach out to Kosovo’s more vulnerable communities ahead of the election.

The Kosovo Assembly is a legislative body that has the power to pass laws in certain areas. The UN retains overall administration of the province, which it assumed in June 1999 after fighting ended there.

* * *

Locusts

6 October – Despite control measures, large numbers of locust swarms in West Africa have caused severe damage to the region’s harvest, while new groups are likely headed towards the continent’s northwest, according to the latest update from the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

During September the swarms that formed in Senegal, Mauritania, Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso also reached parts of Western Sahara, Cape Verde and Libya.

The movement now towards northwest Africa threatens to cause damage on a larger scale than occurred in February, FAO said.

The agency said it has $14.7 million in cash, and another $40 million pledged, towards the $100 million needed for programmes.

* * *

Liberia

6 October – United Nations humanitarian activities in Liberia have received a needed boost with the opening of seven sub-offices of the UN World Food Programme (WFP) throughout the country.

The announcement yesterday in the port town of Buchanan by Abou Moussa, Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General and Humanitarian Coordinator for Liberia, now enables the humanitarian agencies to expand their work throughout the war-torn West African nation, which last year ended nearly 15 years of bloody civil conflict.

Mr. Moussa said the opening of the field offices in rural Liberia represented a milestone in the UN’s efforts to bring the providers of aid closer to their beneficiaries. They “will help WFP work with local government and communities to monitor their food aid requirements, identify needs and design more efficient criteria for targeting beneficiaries,” he noted.

The expanded network of field offices will also significantly assist in the return of refugees, internally displaced persons (IDPs), ex-combatants and host communities who absorb them, he added.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Sudan - Humanitarian
The World Food Programme (WFP) says it has fed more than 1.3 million people in the Darfur region of western Sudan in September, exceeding its own target of 1.2 million and recording its largest food distribution since the humanitarian crisis began.

WFP says the end of the rainy season in September, coupled with an increase in the agency’s truck fleet, opened up the possibility of moving a much greater volume of food aid by road.

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) notes that the new figures represent a substantial increase compared to August, when about 950,000 people received food assistance.

At the same time, OCHA notes, the total number of people affected by the conflict has risen to more than 1.8 million, including 1.45 million internally displaced persons, still leaving a substantial gap between needs and the assistance that is being provided.

**Eastern Sudan - UNHCR
Eastern Sudan used to host up to 1 million Eritrean refugees, which affected the area's environment and economy, says the UN High Commissioner for Refugees.

But now that the majority have gone home, their host communities are benefiting from efforts to reforest land, rehabilitate hospitals and train people to make better use of the area's natural resources.  You can read more about this on the UNHCR Web Site.

**Haiti
According to the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Haiti, Juan Gabriel Valdés, the UN Mission is working with the Haitian National Police to try and maintain security in some of the most difficult areas of Port au Prince.  In an interview with UN radio, Valdés said the peacekeepers were facing armed groups and street gangs who attacked police and civilians and destroyed property.  He said he met last night with interim Prime Minister Gerard Latortue and other authorities to ensure better coordination in responding to the attacks and to help the Government provide security, especially for the poorest people who live in the most dangerous areas.

Mr. Valdes noted that the UN Mission was operating with only 40 per cent of the troops that had been pledged to it.  He added, however, that the expected deployment of forces from China, Pakistan, Morocco, Spain and Ecuador in the coming weeks would strengthen the UN’s capacities.

Other essential steps pointed out by Valdes were the disarmament of dangerous gangs, a dialogue with the former military and a strong platform for political reconciliation.  “Haitian society is strongly divided”, he said, “and confrontations remain between armed groups and the Interim Government”.

He said the UN mission would do its best to help establish a constructive dialogue and reconciliation, among all non-violent groups and political movements.

**Gaza
Twelve UN agencies operating in Gaza issued a joint statement yesterday afternoon saying that the on-going violence, which comes on top of an already deteriorating humanitarian situation, is pushing the Palestinians into a deep crisis.

The agencies call on Israel to guarantee unrestricted and secure access to Gaza for humanitarian supplies and relief workers.

They note that movement restrictions imposed by the Israeli military have prevented effective delivery of humanitarian aid.

UNRWA has not been able to deliver emergency food aid to the north of Gaza.  Access into Gaza has been denied to UN international personnel for the last 14 days –- making a total of 65 days, so far this year, that the UN has not been able to enter.

The text is available upstairs.

**UNRWA  
Over the last 24 hours, there have been several stories flying around regarding UNRWA staff that may have been detained by Israeli authorities for their involvement in terror activities.

Our colleagues at UNRWA have provided us with some clarification which I’d like to share with you.

Currently, the agency is aware of only one staff member being currently detained in Gaza.  This individual has been held for over two years.  And he is still awaiting trial.

In the West Bank, there are 24 UNRWA staff members in Israeli detention, but most are held under administrative detention without charge or trial.

Whenever an Agency staff member is detained, by any authority, UNRWA immediately writes requesting information about the detained staff member.

In the case of those detained by Israel, UNRWA has rarely received any feedback or information.

**UNRWA
The team dispatched to Israel by the Secretary-General to look into the allegations by Israel that a UN ambulance driver was filmed loading a Kassam rocket into his vehicle arrived in Jerusalem earlier today.

The team will meet with officials over the next few days and will be asking the Israeli Government and UNRWA to cooperate with them.

They will report back to the Secretary-General after their return to New York.

**Security Council - Yesterday
The Security Council yesterday afternoon failed to adopt a resolution on the Middle East, concerning the recent violence in Gaza.

The United States cast a veto against the resolution, which also received 11 votes in favour and 3 abstentions.  The abstentions came from Germany, Romania and the United Kingdom.

**Security Council
The UN system is working on important new tools to help strengthen its support for the rule of law and transitional justice, the Secretary-General told the Security Council in its open meeting on that subject today.

Among them, he said, are support for the development of model transitional criminal codes and guidance for prosecutions.

The Secretary-General discussed his recent report to the Council on the rule of law.  He told the Council that the United Nations has learnt the lesson that, to be successful, peace-building activities must reflect international norms and standards.

At the same time, he added, we cannot forget the political context, since justice, peace and democracy are mutually reinforcing.  We have his statement upstairs.

The meeting is chaired by British Foreign Office Minister Bill Rammell.  Forty-five speakers, including all 15 Council members, are inscribed to speak.

At the end of today’s meeting, the Council is expected to adopt a Presidential Statement on the rule of law.

**Afghanistan
The situation in Afghanistan shows an unmistakable trend away from the rule of the gun, the head of the UN Mission in that country said today.

In a press conference just days before the Afghanistan presidential elections, Jean Arnault said that the United Nations believes that conditions exist for a good election.  He added that it is incumbent on us all to make polling day as free, fair and safe as possible.

Arnault added that the UN Mission is confident that “those who want to prevent this election from happening will not succeed; and those whose only authority stems from the possession of a gun will not be allowed to distort it”.  And we have his full statement available upstairs.

**Kosovo
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen, has welcomed the fact that Serbia’s President, Boris Tadic, has encouraged Kosovo Serbs to take part in the upcoming elections for the Kosovo Assembly.  The elections are scheduled for 23 October.

Jessen-Petersen stressed the need for the Serbian Government to help ensure that displaced Serbs are able to cast their votes.  He also appealed to the Kosovo Serb community -– together with all of Kosovo’s communities -– to take part in the elections.

We have more on his comments in a press release upstairs.

**Locusts
Locust update:  The Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) reports that the Desert Locust situation remains extremely serious in West Africa.

An increasing number of new swarms formed in Senegal, Mauritania, Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso are capable of devouring entire harvests.

FAO is urgently seeking some $100 million for programmes to eliminate locusts.

**Endangered Species
Finally, law enforcement experts attending a meeting in Bangkok of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (better known as CITES) are reporting that illicit trade in wildlife continues at high levels.  Their report says that the trade increasingly involves organized criminal networks, sophisticated poaching and smuggling techniques, fraudulent trade permits, corruption and violence towards enforcement officers.  

According to CITES, the Secretary-General, Willem Wijnstekers:  “We are in danger of losing the war against wildlife crime, especially for some very rare animals and plants, unless modern professional law enforcement techniques are directed against criminals.”  These criminals, he adds, care for nothing but profit, exploit some of the world’s poorest communities and take advantage of periods of civil unrest and instability.

We have more on that in a press release.

That’s all I have for you.  Mohamed?

Questions and Answers
Question:   Fred, what’s your reaction to the letter of the UN Staff regarding (inaudible) ...and not sending them to Iraq and bringing them back the remaining staff?

Spokesman:  I didn’t get the beginning of your question.

Question:   What’s your reaction regarding today’s letter of UN Staff to the Secretary-General regarding, to guarantee not sending them to Iraq and bringing them back... (interrupted).

Spokesman:  Not sending who?  I’m sorry, I’m really lost, I don’t know what you’re talking about.  Not sending UN staff into Iraq, yes?

Question:   And bringing back the remaining staff as soon as possible...

Question:   (Another correspondent intervened to clarify the question) Fred, there is a letter to the Secretary-General from the Union’s representatives...more than 60,000 employees...?

Spokesman:  I see, I see.  Okay.  Well...we make our determinations about security through the UN Security Coordinator.  So, that is the person whose advice we follow, and currently that advice is to limit the number of international UN staff to 35.  We do, though, take note of this letter expressing concern from the UN Staff Union, and we keep this matter continually under review, in fact, on a daily basis.  35 are not enough to do what we would like to do in terms of supporting the elections.  And we would just like to remind you once again, though, that we are not monitoring these elections.  We don’t monitor elections that we organize.

So, we’ve done our work with the Iraqi Government and people in organizing the elections, and we will need more than 35 to continue advising them on this process.  But the current security situation, in the view of the Security Coordinator, would not permit a raising of that ceiling of 35 as of today.  As for the recommendation that the 35 be brought home; this is not the view of the Security Coordinator.  But as I said, we will take note of this letter.  Yes?

Question:   Is the Secretary-General considering any alternatives to putting more than 35 staffers in Iraq to help with the elections?

Spokesman:  Well, as I said, we know that 35 is not enough.  We have always been planning to do cross-border work.  We have a large presence in Amman, Jordan, and we have people going in and out, respecting that 35 ceiling.  It isn’t always the same 35 who are there on a given day, but as I already said, we would need more than 35 in there to do what we want to do on the elections, but don’t now see that that will be possible.  At least it’s not possible today.

Question:   There are no alternatives of using non-UN personnel and training (inaudible) and other things?

Spokesman:  We’re looking at ways to cope with the current security situation, but I cannot give you any specifics.  Irwin?

Question:   A slightly different aspect of Peter’s question, may be that I’d like to ask:  Are there current plans being prepared now at the UN for sending more, for instance, in the event that the security improves?  What is the state of planning within the UN and sending them...(Inaudible)?

Spokesman:  We have carefully reviewed our role in support of these elections.  We have estimated the minimum number of people that we feel would be necessary.  I can’t share that number with you.  This is a very current estimate and, as I said, we continue to look at that security situation day by day.  Yes, Edie?

Question:   Fred, is there any chance of getting to talk to Carina Pirelli again?

Spokesman:  I think our preference is that we not take a high political profile at this time.  I think if you have any questions for her, you can give them to my office, and we will relay them to her and get answers from her.  But I don’t think we want to bring her down and put her on the podium.  Yes?

Question:   The investigative team that landed in Israel today, when do they return?

Spokesman:  We haven’t really specified.  As you know, they went there with a dual mission.  The most recent responsibility regarding these allegations by the Israeli Government was added to their original mission, which was to evaluate the UN’s operations in the area as a whole.  I think it will probably be a couple of weeks, but I don’t know that it will take them a couple of weeks to actually finish the first part of their mandate, which is the priority for them; to look into these allegations regarding the ambulance.  Let me take Irwin again.

Question:   You say you won’t share the number of people that the UN feels will be necessary to adequately prepare for elections; but can you characterize it in some way, such as dozens, hundreds, thousands?

Spokesman:  You asked me about an internal process.  I told you, yes, there was one.  It’s current, it’s looking at numbers, but I am not at liberty to share those numbers or even to characterize them in any way.  Edie?

Question:   Fred, do you have any reaction to the front page story in the Wall Street Journal about the Oil for Food Programme and allegations about Benon Sevan?

Spokesman:  No.  These numbers were published, or rather, this report by the Iraqi Government, was published by a British newspaper over the weekend.  It’s a bit more specific than what we’ve seen before.  But we’re not going to comment on any specific allegations against Mr. Sevan or anyone else.  This is in the hands of Paul Volcker.  We’re cooperating with him fully.  Benon Sevan is cooperating with him fully, and we’ll wait for Volcker’s judgment.  Benon, meanwhile stands by his statement that he’s done nothing wrong.  Richard?

Question:   So, to clarify in the Israeli-UN-Palestinian issue, is it fair to say that 25 or so Palestinian UN workers are being held by the Israeli Government on charges that the UN is not even aware of?  They are basically almost being illegally detained by the Israeli Government?

Spokesman:  I don’t want to say ‘illegally’.  I am saying that...(interrupted).

Question:   That’s the big word that Kofi Annan has used recently.

Spokesman:  I am not going to be pushed in that direction.  As I said, they’re being detained under, I guess, what’s called administrative detention.  I don’t know if that’s a legal term.  Maher Nasser is here from UNRWA.  If you’d like to ask him, after the briefing, some more specific questions, he’s sitting in the first seat here.

Question:   Is he able to join you up there?

Spokesman:  Why don’t we just leave it till after the briefing?

Question:   Also, you may have talked about this Monday, and I apologise.  But yesterday, the Israeli ambassador Gillerman said that the Secretary-General seemed to agree with Israel that it was wrong for Peter Hansen to say that we have Hamas people working for the UN and there is no problem with that.  Did the SG agree with the Israelis that it was wrong for that to occur and what is the position now on Hansen’s comments?

Spokesman:  I am not going to discuss what the Secretary-General might have said or not said to the Israeli ambassador in a private meeting.  This too is a question that you can put to Maher.  But I think that the thrust of Mr. Hansen’s comments was that Hamas sympathisers are clearly represented among the many thousands of UN employees hired in this area.  Polls show something like a third of the entire population of the occupied territory is sympathetic to Hamas.  So, it would be surprising if there weren’t similar sympathies among the many people on our payroll.  But our guidelines, as I said yesterday, are clear.  People are not to bring their political activities or views to the workplace.  And any engagement in militant activity by an UNRWA staff member will be dealt with severely.  So, that’s our policy, that’s the policy we’ve tried to follow for... (To UNRWA’s Maher Nasser):  How many years have you been there?

Maher Nasser (UNRWA):  54.

Spokesman:  54 years, that UNRWA has been working with Palestinian refugees.  And, as I said, I wouldn’t comment on what went on in this meeting.  Irwin?

Question:   On the individual detained in Gaza and those outside, 24 was it in the West Bank?

Spokesman:  Yes.  24 in the West Bank.

Question:   Is it UN understanding that the UN has not been made aware of any charges brought against any of these, all 25 people or...?

Spokesman:  That’s our understanding.  I think each time UNRWA learns that one of their staff members has been arrested, they formally approach the authorities to ask what charges are being levelled against these individuals and it’s been rather consistent that the authorities have declined to respond to these requests by UNRWA.  Peter?

Question:   I have seen here a news agency report, this happens to be a French news agency, reporting Mohamed ElBaradei as saying that; well, he’s criticizing the Security Council for failing to take action to curb North Korea’s nuclear weapons programme.  And he calls it “the worst precedent of all”, and in another he says it is sending the wrong signal to other countries seeking nuclear weapons.  First, does the Secretary-General support or agree with these statements; and is he aware of any effort to bring this issue to the Security Council’s attention?

Spokesman:  I don’t think that the Secretary-General has seen an account of this supposed comment by Mr. Elbaradei, and I suggest you ask the IAEA about it if you have any questions.  You can ask the Council President if you want to know the Council’s view of these reported comments, but I have nothing from the Secretary-General.  Richard?

Question:   Fred, you haven’t been here for 54 years.  But how common, with the situation going on with Israel, with the detention of UN or the, I mean nationals working for the UN, how common is this around the world for something like this to happen, and what does the UN do in other circumstances?  Be it some unspecified African, or Asian, Latin American, the US country (inaudible)... UN people?
Spokesman:  I think this is an unusual case because of the exceptionally large number of local staff that we hire.  So, I’m not sure that there are parallels.  I think the procedure is probably standard worldwide.  So, should there be any UN staff member detained, we would immediately go to the authorities to establish what the grounds for the arrest are.  I think that’s about all I have to say on that.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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