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Climate change costs $150 bln a year: report
Tuesday, October 8, 2002 Posted: 9:17 AM EDT (1317 GMT)

More frequent and more devastating storms caused by climate change could cost $150 billion a year within the next ten years, possibly bankrupting financial services firms, a United Nations-backed  report warned this week. 

                  "The increasing frequency of severe climatic events...has the potential to stress insurers, reinsurers and banks to  the point of impaired viability or even  insolvency," the report said. 

The report said a political framework for action on climate stability is essential, but  said the Kyoto Protocol, under which many industrial nations except the United States committed to curb greenhouse gas emissions by 2012 does not go far enough. 

Written on behalf of the UN Environment Program's (UNEP) finance initiative, the  report said financial institutions could deliver market solutions to climate change, through carbon emissions trading and lower insurance premiums for cleaner companies. 

                  "A pro-active stance by financial institutions will help to reduce the threats they face                  from climate change while also providing opportunities," the report said. 

Worldwide economic losses from natural disasters appear to be doubling every ten  years, the report said, and called for action to decrease the emission of greenhouse gases, particularly carbon. 

                  Little commitment

Although they are directly at risk, the reaction of financial services firms to the problem of climate change has so far been patchy, the report said, while governments have shown little commitment to tackling the problem. The report said that while climate change is widely recognized as being a threat by insurers and reinsurers, their strategies towards it have been mixed. 

Few insurers, for example, factor in climate change-related risks into their insurance premiums, the report said. 

In the commercial banking industry it said there appeared to be little awareness of the issue among senior executives, though some companies have seized the opportunity to take the lead in greenhouse gas credit trading and energy efficient loans. 

Fund managers do not currently regard climate change as an investment risk, though socially-responsible fund managers consider climate change when choosing their investments. But the criteria used tend to be very crude, the report said. 

The report called on financial services companies to raise awareness of the problem of climate change and to lead by example in corporate environmental management.  They should also provide products and services that support adaptation and mitigation of climate change. 

It said governments should commit to emissions reductions measures that put a price on carbon and stimulate demand for products in the emissions trading market. The report was written by Innovest Strategic Value Advisors, a U.S.-based investment research firm specializing in environmental and social issues, on behalf of the UN Environment Program's Finance Initiatives' Climate Change Working Group. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (London) 

October 9, 2002, Wednesday London Edition 1 

Climate change 'increasing financial risks' 

Climate change poses a serious risk to the global economy, with the potential to push banks and insurers into insolvency, according to a report published yesterday by the United Nations and 295 financial institutions. 

       Worldwide economic losses due to natural disasters appear to be doubling every 10 years and have reached Dollars 1,000bn (Pounds 638bn) in the last 15 years. On current trends, annual losses could reach almost Dollars 150bn in the next decade, warned the study published by the Finance Initiative of the United Nations Environment Programme. "The increasing frequency of severe climatic events, coupled with social trends, has the potential to stress insurers, reinsurers and banks to the point of impaired viability or even

       insolvency," it said. 

       Insurance companies are particularly vulnerable to increased losses from natural disasters, because even small changes in their severity can generate multiple increases in damages. 

       The property market, where loans for houses and buildings are made over relatively large periods, could also be severely affected. Homeowners and companies with property holdings may find that insurance cover is cancelled at short notice, leaving them highly exposed. Asset managers may see the value of their holdings in energy or power companies decline as the liabilities associated with carbon-intensive industries become more apparent. 

       At present, the climate change issue is only being addressed by a small number of financial companies, most notably reinsurers, which are already feeling the impact of rising, weather-related insurance claims. 

       A survey of mainstream financial institutions conducted for the report indicated that most were unaware of the gravity of the problem or see no financial reason to tackle it. 

       Their inaction was attributed to the delay in finalising the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, coupled with a lack of information on corporate emissions and strategies. 

       But the financial services industry, with over Dollars 26,000bn under management, could play an important role in reducing the risks of climate change. 

       The report, Climate Change and the Financial Services Industry, was launched yesterday at a greenhouse gas conference organised by Swiss Re, the reinsurer. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Financial Times (London) 

October 9, 2002, Wednesday London Edition 1 

Climate change 'increasing financial risks'
       BODY: 

       J.L. Laws, Greenwire staff writer 

       Too few banks, pension funds, insurance companies and other financial companies are seriously considering risks posed by  rising global temperatures, according to a report commissioned  by the United Nations Environment Program's Finance Initiative. 

       "The increasing frequency of severe climatic events,  threatening the social stability or coupled with significant social costs, has the potential to stress insurers, reinsurers and banks to the point of impaired viability or even insolvency," said the report, Climate Change and the Financial  Services Industry. 

       Financial losses due to climate-related disasters are doubling every 10 years, and over the past 15 years reached $1 trillion, according to the report. If the trend continues,  losses could approach $150 billion annually, it said. Real estate markets could be particularly vulnerable to climate-related disasters because although loans are made for  houses, buildings and land over long periods, insurance for them  can be cancelled on short notice, leaving investors unprotected.  Moreover, should governments take action requiring manufacturers        and energy companies to cut greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, some slow-moving asset managers could see the value of such companies diminish as other investors become more aware of the liabilities associated with carbon-intensive industries, the report said. 

       On the other hand, the report notes emerging opportunities  exist that could allow financial companies to hedge risks associated with global warming. GHG trading schemes that may result from international agreements aimed at cutting GHG  emissions, such as the Kyoto Protocol, could provide investment        opportunities. The report said GHG trading markets could be worth as much as $2 trillion by 2012, the year industrialized countries party to the Kyoto Protocol would have to meet emissions reduction targets. The report cites other estimates  that the market for clean energy technologies could be $1.9 trillion by 2020. 

       The financial services industry, which manages more than $26 trillion in assets, could "wield significant influence over future economic development, and therefore, the future global greenhouse gas emissions." Yet, according to surveys of  financial companies done in preparation for the report, most are "unaware of the climate change issue" or have adopted a  wait-and-see policy, and only a few -- especially those that  have already felt the effects of climate-related disasters -- are addressing the issue, according to UNEP. The report        attributes such attitudes to prolonged wrangling over the Kyoto Protocol. 

       "This report is a wake-up call for the global financial community," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. 

       The report recommends insurers and reinsurers better reflect the risks associated with rising global temperatures so  that coverage can be maintained in high-risk areas. It recommends that banks fully price risks from climate change in loan agreements, and provide incentives to business plans that  encourage energy efficiency or the use of cleaner fuels. Asset  managers and investors should ask that companies they support 

       provide clean information on their GHG emissions. 

       The report also urges governments to adopt long-range plans  to "keep greenhouse gases at safe levels." 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

UNEP URGES CHILDREN TO JOIN PAINTING COMPETITION 

      Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Nairobi-based UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) has appealed to children around the globe to join its painting competition aimed at portraying a cleaner, healthier, fairer and more environmentally friendly world. The 12th international painting contest, jointly organised by UNEP and the Foundation for Global Peace and the Environment of Japan, was launched on 1 September and will continue until 31 January 2003. All entries will be archived at the National Museums of Ethnology in Japan. This year's theme is "Preserve the Beautiful Oceans, Skies and Forests for the Future." In a release Tuesday, UNEP said prizes will be awarded for the best 500 entries, which will be used in the production of postcards, a calendar, posters, publications and exhibitions world-wide. Ten of last year's winning paintings, representing the work of children from countries including India, the Czech Republic, Turkey, Japan, Finland and Argentina are being turned into special cards, the agency said. It said the works would be available on-line and for sale in UN offices in such places as New York and Geneva in the coming weeks. "Images have, since primitive times, been sources of inspiration and contemplation able to reveal the joy and tragedy of humankind's place in the world," the release quoted Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, as saying. "From the pre-historiccave paintings of Lascaux in the French Pyrenees, the rock art of the ancient Sahara, the carvings of the Inuits, the tattoos of the Maoris, and the photos of more recent times, they have chronicled our relationship with nature, the spiritual world and ourselves," he said. Toepfer said his organisation was eager to see the visions, aspirations and creativity of children through contest. "They are the future and can be inspirational teachers to each other and adults. Indeed, many parents tell me that it is through the actions of children, often through community, school projects and competitions like the painting contest, that they have come to understand environmental issues more deeply," he said. UNEP said last year's competition attracted 9,043 entries from 51 countries. Selected winning entries will be used in the preparation of a Calendar for Children for the Year 2004, the release added.

__________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Russia Seeks to Delay Chemical Weapons Destruction 

                      By Sergei Blagov 

MOSCOW, Russia, October 8, 2002 (ENS) - Russia wants to delay the destruction of its chemical weapons stockpile for five years past an  internationally committed deadline, a former prime minister who is now head of  the state commission on chemical disarmament said Monday. 

Sergei Kiriyenko heads the Russian state commission on chemical disarmament. (Photo courtesy Union of Rightist Forces)

Sergei Kiriyenko said Russia will use a provision in international Chemical Weapons Convention allowing an additional five years past the due date of 2007 for the destruction of its chemical weapons,  according to the official Russian RIA news agency. Although Russia has pledged to destroy all its chemical weapons, Moscow has been slow to implement its commitments under the Chemical Weapons Convention, citing lack of funding. 

Russian officials reportedly informed the ongoing 5th international Chemical Weapons Convention conference in the Hague that now Russia aims to destroy its chemical weapons by April 29, 2012. 

General Nikolai Bezborodov, deputy head of the commission on chemical disarmament, said that in the event Russia’s new plans are not accepted,  Russia may consider temporary withdrawal from the Convention, Interfax news agency reported Monday. 

Currently, 44,000 tons of poisonous military gases are being kept at seven main storage facilities, all in European Russia. 

Russian chemical weapons  production facility (Photo courtesy U.S. Defense Threat                                                          Reduction Agency)

These chemical weapons are blister agents such as mustard gas and lewisite, and                                                          nerve agents such as  sarin and VX. 

Moscow promised to destroy its chemical weapons when it ratified the international Chemical Weapons Convention in November 1997. 

But Russia has repeatedly asked for more international aid money and time to destroy the deadly chemicals safely. The country has fallen behind schedule concerning its commitment to destroy all its chemical weapons, four fifths of  which are nerve agents. 

Moscow has previously argued that it would need some $5 to 6 billion for the liquidation of its chemical arsenal, and has asked the West to provide money to construct seven plants to dispose of the chemical weapons. 

The U.S. government has committed nearly $900 million to the design and construction of seven destruction facilities, including Shchuchye, in the Ural Mountains. 

About 14 percent of Russia’s chemical arsenal is stored at Shchuchye, the largest planned destruction plant, which is due to begin operations in 2004. 

Lev Fyodorov, head of the Russian nongovernmental organization Union for Chemical Safety, has claimed that the facilities currently under construction in Russia, including Shchuchye, were based on untested destruction technologies. 

Moreover, apart from seven official storage facilities, hundreds of caches of  old chemical weapons randomly buried throughout the former Soviet states could rupture and leak, posing a environmental threat. 

While the Chemical Weapons Convention deals with post-World War II chemical stocks, the weapons produced between 1915 and 1946 remain unaccounted for, according to Fyodorov. 

Many underground dumps were “lost and forgotten” in Russia, Fyodorov says. He estimates that up to 120,000 metric tons of the weapons could have been "lost and forgotten" by the Russian military. 

If his estimates are correct, the 120,000 tons of forgotten chemical weapons is more than the amount now in the arsenals of Russia and the United States combined. 

Russian officials in charge of destroying the chemical weapons have repeatedly denied Fyodorov's claims, saying that the problem was not that large. But officials have conceded that there could be some contamination resulting from old storage sites or unexploded chemical ordnance. 

U.S. Senator Richard Lugar visited Shchuchye  in May. Here he shows how easily a chemical weapons canister can fit into a briefcase. (Photo courtesy Office of the Senator)

Norwegian Nuclear watchdog Bellona Foundation said of Shchuchye in May that the "dilapidated state of the  weapons dump holding corroding chemicals from the world’s largest known chemical weapons program points to disturbing bureaucratic snags in U.S. and Russian efforts to contain  the threat to world security." 

The United States is destroying its chemical weapons stockpile of an estimated 31,000 tons with a target date of 1997. As of September 12, 2002, an U.S. Army status report shows that 25.6 percent of the chemical agents have been destroyed and 38.9 percent of the munitions in the stockpile have been  destroyed. 

________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Years of floods may follow Australian drought - study

  SYDNEY - As if the current record-busting drought in Australia were not enough, farmers may have to prepare for extreme and recurring  flooding over the next 25 years or so, according to new research on longer-term weather patterns. 

  Stuart Franks of Newcastle University said yesterday that a study of El Nino and La Nina cycles found Australia goes through periods of  up to 30 years of benign weather, followed by a quarter of a century of severe drought and floods. 

  "All the indications show that in fact we crossed back into that negative climate state in the year 2000/01 and I think that goes some way  to explaining why this El Nino is impacting us as strongly as it is," Franks, a research engineer, told Reuters. 

  "The longer term 15 to 20 year, 25 year outlook..., is that we would expect a return to these higher frequency and magnitude of La Ninas.  And they'll only be punctuated by the occasional El Nino, which will be stronger than average." 

  Associated with a warming of Pacific waters, the El Nino weather event occurs every few years, bringing drought to Indonesia, Papua New  Guinea and Australia and excessive rainfall to western South America. 

  A severe drought in Australia this year, which has slashed grains output in the major food exporter, has been compounded by the return  of El Nino, albeit a weak-to-mild manifestation compared to the 1997/98 episode. 

  La Nina is the reverse condition, bringing flooding to Southeast Asia and Australia and dryness to South America. 

  During the past century, the only time comprehensive weather records are available for Australia, the period 1910-45 was relatively free of  either drought or floods, Franks said. 

  From 1945 to 1975, the island continent went through a period of "once a century" floods and severe dryness, with drought affecting agriculture particularly hard in 1964/65. 

  From 1975 until 2000, the weather had again been relatively stable. 

  But that appeared to have changed with the current drought and the next quarter century, if the historical weather patterns held, could be  marked by enhanced El Ninos alternating with unusually frequent and powerful La Ninas bringing heavy rain. 

  As Australian farmers often complain, "if they're not in drought they're in flood", Franks said. 

  Franks, author of the Institute of Engineers Australia guidelines on climate variability and change, plans to publish the research soon, and  to expand his study globally, where he believes lessons can also be learned. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

More Than 11,000 Plants, Animals Face Extinction

                      Tue Oct 8, 8:33 AM ET

GENEVA (Reuters) - Some 11,170 plant and animal species face extinction,  including a European lynx that could become the first wild cat species to have disappeared for thousands of years, a major conservation group said Tuesday. 

The Swiss-based World Conservation Union (IUCN) also sounded the alarm about the saiga, a nomadic antelope of Central Asia whose population has dropped by more than 90 percent in just 10 years due to poaching. 

The IUCN's "Red List of Threatened Species" says Indonesia, India, Brazil and China are home to the most threatened mammals and birds, while plant species are declining rapidly in South and Central America, Central and West Africa, and Southeast Asia. 

Some 124 species, mainly plants, have joined the threatened list since it was last issued in September 2000. At the same time, two species believed extinct have been "rediscovered." 

They are the Lord Howe Island stick insect, which was previously thought to have disappeared from the Australian island in 1920, and the Bavarian pine vole,  the IUCN said. 

The population of Iberian lynx, which numbered 1,200 in the early 1990s, has dropped to less than half in the wake of efforts to control rabbits, its main prey,  in Spain and Portugal. 

"There are fewer than 20 Iberian lynx in Portugal, it is really on its way out there and will be very soon in Spain," Peter Jackson, of the IUCN's cat specialist  group, told Reuters. 

The IUCN said that although several sub species of wild cat, including a number of tigers, have disappeared, the Iberian lynx would be the first full species to die  out since humans began keeping any kind of record more than 2,000 years ago. Habitats with the highest number of threatened mammals and birds are lowland                      and mountain tropical rainforest. Freshwater habitats are also extremely vulnerable with many threatened fish, reptile, amphibian and invertebrate  species. The IUCN's information comes from a network of 7,000 experts and data from  partner groups including BirdLife International.

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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UNEP urges children to join painting competition 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Nairobi-based UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) has appealed to children around the globe to join its painting competition aimed at portraying a cleaner, healthier, fairer and more environmentally friendly world. The 12th international painting contest, jointly organised by UNEP and the Foundation for Global Peace and the Environment of Japan, was launched on 1 September and will continue until 31 January 2003. All entries will be archived at the National Museums of Ethnology in Japan. This year's theme is "Preserve the Beautiful Oceans, Skies and Forests for the Future." In a release Tuesday, UNEP said prizes will be awarded for the best 500 entries, which will be used in the production of postcards, a calendar, posters, publications and exhibitions world-wide.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng022975&dte=08/10/2002
SADC to step up campaign for ivory sales 

Gaborone, Botswana (PANA) - Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) countries have decided to step up a campaign so that member states with huge ivory stockpiles could be allowed to sell them. SADC's executive secretary Dr. Prega Ramsamy said in Gaborone Tuesday that the region has reached a consensus to talk to countries opposed to the ivory sales, especially Kenya and India. He urged member states to "intensify their law enforcement and wildlife management" in a bid to ward off criticism from countries opposed to the proposed ivory trade.

Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe are SADC members who intend to seek permission from the upcoming Convention on International Trade on Endangered Species (CITES) to sell their ivory stockpiles.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng023031&dte=08/10/2002
Kenya hosts meeting on sustainable use of River Nile Basin 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Representatives from the ten Nile Basin countries were Tuesday in Nairobi rounding up a two-day meeting on water resource development, poverty reduction and sound environmental management. The meeting, dubbed Nile 2002 Conference held at the behest of the Nile Basin Initiative (NBI), and grouped experts from Nile Basin countries (Ethiopia, Eritrea, Egypt, Burundi, DR Congo, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Sudan and Uganda), international experts, external support agencies, NGOs and the private sector. Also on the agenda of the meeting was a review of progress and achievements made of the previous Nile 2002 conferences. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng023021&dte=08/10/2002
WFP warns of wide-spread hunger in Ethiopia 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - The World Food Programme (WFP) Tuesday called for an immediate response to head off a massive humanitarian crisis in Ethiopia, warning that the number of people in need of food aid would rise sharply from the current 6 million to 10-14 million people next year. "These figures are staggering and the international community should be prepared to face the worst-case scenario that would require 1-2 million tonnes of food aid. If donors respond quickly, we can help avoid immense human suffering in Ethiopia," it said.

Earlier on Monday Ethiopia's national Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission launched an urgent appeal for food for some seven million people for the period October-December. Besides food required until the end of the year, WFP is also seeking funding to cover the needs for the first quarter of 2003, estimated at 350,000-500,000 tonnes.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng023019&dte=08/10/2002
Gov't Concerned About Wanton Destruction of Mountains - 

Ghanaian Chronicle (Accra): The Deputy Minister for Environment and Science, Hon. Mrs. Anna Nyamekye, has said that government is concerned about the persistent destruction of mountains, hilly areas and wanton degradation of the environment. Nyamekye made this observation at the International Year of Mountains grand durbar at Akropong-Akuapem in the Eastern region, organized by the Ghana Wildlife Society (GWS), and other agencies, under the theme "Mountains, People and Livelihoods, Using Mountains Wisely." She said these negative practices have resulted in the loss of habitat for wildlife biodiversity, thus depriving human and wildlife the means of ensuring sustainable development of mountains and conservation of the natural resources to boost eco- tourism in the country. She disclosed that the government has made some fund available under the Poverty Reduction Strategy for the implementation of the sustainable development and management of mountains and conservation of natural resources.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210080466.html
Shipwreck Poses No Environmental Danger

South African Press Association (Johannesburg): The stranded Italian ship, the Jolly Rubino, was not posing an environmental threat since no oil was leaking from it, the department of environmental affairs and tourism said on Monday. The department said in a statement that its anti-pollution patrol aircraft, Kuswag VII, had reported that the beaches near the grounded ship were free of oil.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210080147.html
Kenya's world famous Mom Lioness adopts fifth baby antelope

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya's history-making Mom Lioness, which hit international headlines by adopting a day-old oryx last Christmas Day, continued to confound conservationists Tuesday after it adopted its fifth baby antelope. Game rangers at the Samburu National Game Reserve of Kenya spotted the lioness, popularly known as Kamaniak -- Maasai for "the blessed one" -- nursing a five-day-old baby oryx. According to the manager of Samburu, Musyoki Kioko, the young antelope looked very healthy, and it is believed that its natural mother is within the environs but afraid to approach the foster mother.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng022965&dte=08/10/2002
______________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 8 October 2002

_____________________________________________________


Topical News Issues
Pollution gravely threatens world coastal regions: UNEP
NAIROBI, Oct. 3 (Xinhua) -- The coastal habitats, fisheries, marine wildlife and the people of the Asian, North West Pacific and West African sea regions are the most threatened in the world from untreated sewage discharged into coastal waters, the United Nations Environment Program said here Thursday. 

　　In a report which is issued here, UNEP puts people living in the South Asian Seas region at highest risk from sewage-related diseases and death, as more than 800 million people in the area donot have basic sanitation.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2002-10/04/content_584518.htm
Indonesia vows to combat haze from forest fires
Reuters, Oct 8, 2002 KUALA LUMPUR - Indonesia said yesterday it would try to do a better job of preventing huge forest fires that have often cast a huge pall of smoke pollution over neighbouring countries.
Environment Minister Nabiel Makarim said tougher law enforcement had reduced cases of open burning on the island of Sumatra, and at least one Malaysian-owned plantation firm had been convicted of destroying the environment.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18088/story.htm 

_________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –  08 October 2002

UNEP IN THE NEWS

www.elsoldemexico.mx
CLIMATIC EVENTS TOUCH THE MARKETS
AFECTAN A MERCADOS BURSÁTILES CAMBIOS CLIMÁTICOS MUNDIALES - Los desastres naturales causados por el actual cambio climático que sufre el planeta pueden llevar a una fuerte inestabilidad a los mercados de valores y los centros financieros de todo el mundo, señaló un informe preparado por el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente, destaca que pese a ese riesgo, muy pocas firmas financieras, aseguradoras y de gestión de fondos de pensión se toman en serio la gravedad del cambio. (Sol de México, p. 1-A) 
General environment news

www.ips.org
ENVIRONMENT-PUERTO RICO : Activists Fight Proposed Beach Hotels
SAN JUAN, Oct 8 (IPS) While local environmentalists want to conserve the unspoiled beach between the towns of Luquillo and Fajardo, the last strip of undeveloped coastline in northeastern Puerto Rico, the government and developers have other plans. 

www.tierramerica.net

COLOMBIA: Regulating Transgenics
BOGOTA - The Colombian government ordered the creation of the National Biosafety Technical Council, the first step in regulating the introduction and use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) or transgenics. 

The new council, a division of the Colombian Agricultural Institute, will be in charge of evaluating the introduction, production, trade, research, development and quality control of GMOs, as well as their potential health and environmental risks.

ARGENTINA: Classification of Garbage

BUENOS AIRES - The residents of the Argentine capital can participate, beginning this month, in a voluntary program to partially categorize their household waste, an effort promoted by the Buenos Aires government. 

The authorities are to distribute a million green plastic bags in which residents can place their paper and cardboard waste to be recycled

Glaciers

LIMA - The climatic phenomenon known as El Niño, which causes heavy rainfall and flooding along South America's Pacific coast, is accelerating the melting of glaciers in the Andes Mountains, say experts. 

In the last 30 years, the Andean glaciers have lost more than 12 billion cubic meters of ice, according to studies conducted by the Andean Institute of Glaciology and Geo-Environment. 

www.tierramerica.net
_______________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

8 October 2002

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

UN appeals to financial institutions for solution to climate change, Agriculture News Online, 8/10:  Climate change-driven natural disasters have the potential to wreak havoc across the world's stock markets and financial centers, and too few financial companies are taking seriously the risks and opportunities posed by extreme weather events, according to a new report from UNEP.  The report highlights "the real risks and economic perils" financial institutions are facing "as a result of human-influenced climate change," according to UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer.  (See http://www.agriculture.com/default.sph/AgNews.class?FNC=goDetail__ANewsindex_html___48730___1;  the Reuters story is also available at

 http://www.cnn.com/2002/TECH/science/10/08/global.warming.cost.reut/)

Global warming boosts crops, cuts nutrients, says study, Reuters, 8/10:  Global warming could increase rice, soybean, and wheat production in some areas, but the greater plant growth could also hurt the nutritional value of the crops, Ohio State University researchers said on Monday.  The nutritional quality declines because while the plants produce more seeds with higher levels of carbon dioxide, the seeds themselves contain less nitrogen.  

(See http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/10/10082002/reu_48622.asp)

Environmentalists Identify New Menace: Discarded Cellphones, NY Times, 8/10:  Most of the 128 million mobile phones currently in use in the U.S. will end up incinerated or at the bottom of a landfill, according to a report released by the environmental organization Inform and partly funded by the U.S. EPA.  By 2005, 130 million cell phones will be discarded each year, resulting in 65,000 tons of electronic waste annually, whose toxic components accumulate in plants, soil, and water.  It's not just a U.S. problem -- 1 billion cell phones are in use worldwide -- but some other countries have started pressuring manufacturers to help with the cleanup.  Australia has a nationwide take-back program, and Europe is about to go the same route.  The EPA says it "is interested in working to encourage similar developments in the United States"; some U.S. companies, including Verizon and Sprint, do have take-back programs, but the industry opposes their mandatory implementation.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/08/science/08PHON.html?ex=1035080561&ei=1&en=a30792f369ef0a95
Extinction threatens species of antelope, camel, water mouse, Red List shows, Canadian Press, 8/10:  The nomadic Saiga antelope could soon be taking its last leap, the wild Bactrian camel its last drink and the Ethiopian water mouse its last dip. All are on the brink of extinction, IUCN said Tuesday.  The freshwater gastropod mollusk has already made its salty tearful goodbyes in the last two years, joining the long-departed Dodo bird among the ranks of vanished creatures. There are 11,167 other plants and animals threatened with extinction, according to IUCN’s 2002 Red List of Threatened Species, an increase of 121 since 2000.   (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={77F181DA-7558-42BB-94F6-131D5CC417D0})

US NEWS

A dream worth sustaining, Washington Times, 8/10:  US Undersecretary of State for Global Affairs, Paula Dobriansky writes that the WSSD emerged with was an impressive international consensus as to how the world's governments, international organizations, civil society and businesses can work together to strengthen the three pillars of sustainable development: durable economic growth, sound investments in people and effective environmental stewardship. She felt that the Summit did not paper over differences among the world's governments and citizens as to how to address common challenges, including global climate change, sound energy development and the need for sustainable production and consumption patterns.  The Summit’s achievements have raised dreams and expectations of a better life for the billions of people suffering from lack of water, sanitation, clean energy, education, housing, health care and even hope, as long as governments, civil society, international agencies and businesses work together to implement the common vision of sustainable development and poverty eradication.  (See http://asp.washtimes.com/printarticle.asp?action=print&ArticleID=20021008-67379384
New effort to track environmental links to disease, Sacramento Bee, 8/10:  Federal health officials enlisted the help of states in a landmark effort to track chronic diseases.  While the federal government has long tracked infectious diseases such as smallpox, AIDS, and the recently detected West Nile virus, but chronic diseases and disorders such as asthma and autism, and their potential environmental causes, have never been similarly monitored.  The money will be used to set up surveillance systems for environmental exposure and disease.  Officials hope the individual state systems will eventually form a nationwide tracking system and guide federal health and environmental policies.  (See http://www.sacbee.com/content/news/v-print/story/4710115p-5727838c.html
Research of mercury contamination leaves huge gaps in knowledge, AP, 8/10:  After a four-year moratorium, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration is set to decide later this month whether to resume measuring mercury in fish. The EPA will host a conference beginning Oct. 20 in Burlington, Vt., to discuss cases in which people are believed to have been sickened by mercury in fish.  State and federal officials disagree over what constitutes a safe exposure level; their programs for monitoring mercury in fish are an on-again, off-again hodgepodge full of scientific holes. There are no long-term studies on Americans, and some of the studies that have been done are contradictory or involve people whose diets are far different from what Americans eat.  The latest FDA guidelines recommend that pregnant women and small children eat no more than two meals of fish each week and are based on a study conducted in the Faroe Islands.  It may be better than the research the EPA used until recently to set its standards: a 1971 study of people in Iraq who mistakenly ate mercury-contaminated grain.  (See http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/10/10082002/ap_48626.asp)

CANADIAN NEWS
Energy grabs center stage in Canada's government, Reuters, 7/10:  Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien has put top staff in charge of oil and gas issues like the Kyoto accord and Arctic gas, giving energy a profile not seen in Ottawa since the 1980s, a veteran industry watcher said.  Oil officials said they hoped the attention leads to compromises to ease tension between their sector and Ottawa and allow billions of dollars worth of projects to proceed as Canada's role as a secure supplier to the United States grows. (See http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18089/story.htm)
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Oil prices flatten as tanker fears abate

Global crude oil prices have eased back from the sharp rises earlier in the day, as fears that an explosion onboard an oil tanker off Yemen was a terrorist attack have abated.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/2304813.stm
New aquaculture system for tilapia fish being developed

Al Ain -Five students of the College of Engineering at the UAE University has set up a project to invent an aquaculture system for fresh water tilapia fish. The system has been designed to offer a healthy environment to fish and prevent high discharge of polluted water, said Dr Abdulla Al Amiri, Head of the Training and Graduation Programme Unit at the college. He said the objectives of this project are to enable students to trust their abilities and put their knowledge and skills into practice.

http://www.gulfnews.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=64999
(I shall research this story further for the youth version of Taking Action)

Environmental awareness programme launched

Abu Dhabi -The Abu Dhabi Department of Civil Aviation has launched an environmental awareness programme in cooperation with Abu Dhabi Municipality's Food and Environment Control Centre. The centre  started providing training to employees of the department from the beginning of the month. It will conclude on May 27 next year. The centre will  introduce the concepts of environmental protection to the department employees so as to act as an entry point for more specialised packages which can be tailored according to the training needs.

http://www.gulfnews.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=65049
Sharjah waste water recycling efforts praised

Sharjah's successful experiment in recycling waste water for irrigation purposes has been praised by GCC municipal representatives attending a recent workshop in Riyadh. The Sharjah experience was also chosen as one of the best four experiments.  Apart from the GCC municipal representatives, universities and authorities in Saudi Arabia also took part in the workshop which was held on September 21 and 22.

http://www.gulfnews.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=65058
RAK body slams cement factories

Ras Al Khaimah | Cement factories and quarries have not adhered to all recommendations to limit pollution, Ras Al Khaimah Environmental Protection and Industrial Development Authority has said.  It said only 70 per cent of the authority's recommendations have been implemented. A senior official from the authority said its recommendations had earlier been approved by the Government. Hence, implementation was imperative. Factories and quarries have started installing filters, but there are still some steps to be implemented. http://www.gulfnews.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=65054
________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Middle East

           This morning in Geneva, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, met with Israel’s Ambassador to Geneva, Yaakov Levy, and handed him a letter for Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres expressing extreme concern over the deaths of at least 14 Palestinians in Gaza yesterday.

           In his letter, Mr. Vieira de Mello said the killing was an unacceptable loss of civilian life which appeared to constitute violations of the Geneva Conventions and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Israel is a party.  He asked for assurances that Israel would fully, impartially and transparently investigate the killings and take appropriate action against those responsible.

           You’ll recall that yesterday afternoon I read out a statement by the Secretary-General deploring the Israeli attack on the town of Khan Younis.  The text of that statement is still available upstairs.

           **Iraq

           The weekly update from the Office of the Iraq Programme shows that for the week that ended 4 October, Iraqi oil exports averaged 1.4 million barrels per day and generated an estimated 258 million dollars in revenue.

           The Government of Iraq has budgeted the humanitarian expenses for the current phase 12 of the “oil-for-food”  programme at over 5 billion dollars.  In order to make this amount available to the programme, after the necessary deductions under relevant Security Council resolutions, Iraq would need to export about 7 billion dollars’ worth of oil during the current phase.

           However, because of the reduced levels of oil exports, Iraq’s total revenue for the phase is now expected to reach 4.2 billion dollars, leaving about 3 billion dollars to be made available to the humanitarian programme -- and that is a $2 billion shortfall.  We have the full text of the report available upstairs.

           **Prevlaka

           The Secretary-General, in his latest report to the Security Council on the United Nations Mission of Observers in Prevlaka, says he believes that the closure of another chapter in the tumultuous recent history of the Balkans is  within reach, with Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia about to take another step toward normal relations.

           He says he is encouraged by the commitment of the two Governments to resolve their dispute over the

     Prevlaka peninsula, and adds that it is apparent that the parties are working in good faith to reach an interim

     agreement aimed at normalizing the situation on the ground.

           The Secretary-General is convinced that the parties will be able to narrow their differences in the near future to the point where the small United Nations Mission in Prevlaka is no longer needed.  He recommends that the Security Council extend the Mission’s mandate for two months, until 15 December, with the Mission to prepare for its withdrawal after that, to be completed by the end of December.

           If Croatia and Yugoslavia reach agreement before 15 December, he adds, he will discuss with the Security Council the possibility of shortening the timeframe for the withdrawal of United Nations peacekeepers.

           The report is out on the racks.  The Council has scheduled consultations on Prevlaka for this Thursday.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is wrapping up its open meeting on “Threats to International Peace and Security Caused by Terrorist Acts”.  There are 12 speakers, and the Council will adopt a Presidential Statement at the end of that meeting.

           Council members also have their monthly working luncheon with the Secretary-General this afternoon.

           **Students Demonstrate in Kisangani

           The United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo today reported a series of incidents in Kisangani involving United Nations personnel and vehicles that began with the reported robbing of a university professor by elements of the Congolese Rally for Democracy-Liberation Movement.

           Following the incident, students of the university demonstrated by blocking the road to the airport.  They were demonstrating against the United Nations Mission for not providing enough protection to the civilian population.

           A minibus carrying United Nations civilian police en route to the airport was stopped by the students and set on fire.  A truck carrying Uruguayan peacekeepers was also stopped by students, who threw stones at the vehicle  before letting it pass.  United Nations troops later dispersed the students, who tried to set a second truck on fire.

           We have a press release with more details upstairs.

           **UNHCR

           The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) says it remains concerned at the situation in Côte d’Ivoire, where a United Nations inter-agency humanitarian team, which travelled to the country to assess the situation, was turned back at the outskirts of the administrative centre, Abidjan, for security reasons. UNHCR reports that the demolition of houses continues in Abidjan, affecting thousands of people, including refugees.

           UNHCR today also drew attention to renewed fighting in Liberia’s Upper Lofa County, which last week drove  some 3,000 Liberians into neighbouring Sierra Leone.  The new arrivals bring to about 16,000 the number of Liberian refugees living in precarious conditions in border areas of Sierra Leone, with most of the refugees women and children

     in poor physical condition.

           Last, UNHCR reports that, following renewed tensions between the Sudan and Eritrea, the agency has been forced to suspend its plans for the voluntary repatriation of thousands of Eritrean refugees currently living in Sudan.

           **Secretary-General on NEPAD

           African Parliamentarians are meeting today in Cotonou, Benin, to discuss the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), and the Secretary-General, in a message delivered by United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Associate Administrator Zephirin Diabré, wishes the Parliamentarians success.  We have copies  of that message upstairs.

           **Other Press Releases

           In addition to the theme of “City-to-City Cooperation” in yesterday’s observance of World Habitat Day,

     UN-Habitat also launched a “Water and Sanitation Trust Fund” aimed at halving, by 2015, the number of people who do not have access to basic sanitation or clean water. 

           **Budget

           Trinidad and Tobago finished paying its full balance for this year’s regular budget with a payment of just over 2,600 dollars, making it the 105th Member State to have paid its regular budget dues in full (for the year).

           **Press Conferences

           Jayantha Dhanapala, Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, will be with us at noon tomorrow to launch the United Nations Study on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Education.  Miguel Marin Bosch, Chairman of  the Group of Governmental Experts which produced the study will also be joining us.  For those of you who are interested, the Secretary-General's report on the subject is available on the racks under the symbol GA/57/124.

           We'll also have a press conference tomorrow at 10:30.  Ambassador Djessan Philippe Djangone-Bi of Côte d'Ivoire will be here to brief you on the situation in his country.

           **UNCA Meeting

           And finally, the United Nations Correspondents’ Association (UNCA) Executive Committee will be meeting  today at 2:00 in the UNCA club.

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  What did the Secretary-General think about President Bush's speech last night?

           Spokesman:  Like many other people, he was watching that speech and studying it.  I don't think he wants to comment, except to say that he was speculating with me when he came in this morning on the reactions of different Member States to the speech, and the possible impact it might have on the deliberations that he expects will get underway soon in the Council on a draft resolution on Iraq.  But I can't share with you his inner thoughts beyond that.

           Question:  According to some Chinese media, the Chinese Government announced yesterday that the

     Secretary-General was going to visit China from October 13 to 16.  Do you have any information about his trip to China and why is Mr. Kofi Annan going to China at this critical moment?  We know that in the Security Council there is an  intensive talk about (the) Iraq issue, and the Secretary-General works very closely with the Security Council  members.  Is his trip related to any situation in the Middle East or Iraq?

           Spokesman:  First, we haven't announced any trip or any travel plans for the Secretary-General.  We did see  the announcement out of Beijing, I think it was just today.  We have no comment on that, and nothing to announce concerning travel plans at this time.

           Question:  Is there any resolution from the Security Council?

           Spokesman:  No.

           Question:  Is there an indication that the Council will pass a resolution?

           Spokesman:  Well, I think what we're all waiting for is a piece of paper to start circulating in the Council.  To my knowledge, that has not yet happened, so I didn't mean to imply that it has happened.

           Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           The General Assembly concludes its consideration of the follow-up to the Millennium Summit, and the report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization in the joint debate this morning.  And at the conclusion of that debate, the Assembly is expected to decide to take note of the report of the Secretary-General.

           The Special Political and Decolonization Committee discusses international cooperation in the peaceful uses  of outer space, and the Third Committee continues discussion on the outcome of the World Summit for Social Development and other social development issues, and follow up to the International Year of Older Persons' Second World Assembly on Ageing.

           Following Fred's announcement today, following tomorrow's briefing, the Department of Disarmament Affairs, at 1:15 in Conference Room 4 tomorrow, will launch the study on disarmament and non-proliferation education.  Among the speakers will be Under-Secretary-General Jayantha Dhanapala of Disarmament Affairs and Mr. Miguel  Marin Bosch, Chairman of the Group of (Governmental) Experts.  Media are invited, and the study will be presented in  the First Committee tomorrow afternoon at 3 p.m. in Conference Room 4.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Climate" ��CNN - Climate change costs $150 bln a year: report


�� HYPERLINK  \l "financial" ��FT (London) - Climate change 'increasing financial risks'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "risks" ��Greenwire - Climate change 'increasing financial risks'


�� HYPERLINK  \l "painting" ��PANA - UNEP urges children to join painting competition�





N.B.:  BBC- Brazil (Portuguese edition) contains an in-depth article  on the UNEP Financial initiative on climate change
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