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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Thursday, 29 January, 2009

Other Environment News
· AP: EU vows billions in aid to spur UN climate talks
· The Guardian (UK): EU calls on America to create transatlantic carbon trading scheme
· Reuters: Gore urges passing stimulus deal to aid climate
· AFP: Gore: US must lead world on climate
· Reuters: Australian heatwave sign of climate change
· Reuters: IT industry joins energy efficiency push 

· AFP: Congo must do more for forests: NGO
· AFP: Sorghum gene code could lead to drought-tolerant crops: study
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROLAC
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of 28 January 2009
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 28 January 2009 (None)
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
Climate-L.org (Switzerland): UNEP Reports on the US Administration’s Appointment of Climate Envoy

28 January 2009

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has reported on the Obama Administration’s appointment of Todd Stern as Special Envoy on climate change. In this position, the former senior White House negotiator in the Kyoto and Buenos Aires climate talks will be the chief climate negotiator in UN and other climate sessions.

Speaking as his appointment was announced, Stern stated that “the time for denial, delay and dispute is over.” He emphasized the need to tackle the climate change challenge with “a response that is genuinely global.” In addition, President Obama is considering allowing California to implement stricter car emission regulations and is pushing the US auto industry to improve the fuel-efficiency of its fleets. [UNEP Press Release]
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Climate-L.org (Switzerland): G-20 Summit to Consider a Low-Carbon Economy

28 January 2009

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has reported that a summit of the leaders of 20 major economies (G-20) on the financial crisis will convene on 2 April 2009, in London, UK, and will include discussions on the creation of a low-carbon economy. 

Speaking about the summit, Simon Fraser, Director General for Europe and Globalization at UK’s Foreign and Commonwealth Office, stressed the need for the actions that deal with the financial crisis to provide for a future “low-carbon, more effective, cleaner global economy.” He added that the summit’s discussions on a low-carbon economy could be an important input into the climate talks in Copenhagen in December 2009.

The Global Green New Deal and Green Economy Initiative, launched by UNEP in October 2008, aims to address the economic crisis and tackle climate change by spurring investments in green technology, creating green jobs, and developing a low-carbon, low-impact and better-managed global economy. [UNEP Press Release] 
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Environmental Expert (US): G-20 summit in April will look at boosting low-carbon economy
Jan. 27, 2009 

[UNEP Press Release] The creation of a low-carbon economy will be high on the agenda at an April summit of the leaders of 20 major economies (G-20), according to a senior British official. 

The G-20 leaders, including U.S. President Barack Obama, will meet in London on 2 April to discuss ways to address the financial crisis. The heads of state ill thrash out the outlines of a new international framework to govern global finance, following the banking crisis that has plunged the global economy into the worst recession in years. 

Simon Fraser, Director General for Europe and Globalization at Britain's Foreign and Commonwealth Office, told Kyodo News that the fiscal stimulus measures will also lead to the creation of a low-carbon world economy. 

'We must make sure that the actions that we take in dealing with this crisis help to equip us in the long-term for a low-carbon, more effective, cleaner global economy going to the future,' Fraser said. 

'If we are pumping money out now as governments, then let's make sure that that money is going to be used in ways that promote long-term sustainable growth,' he added. 

The United Kingdom, the United States, Japan and the Republic of Korea are the latest in a growing number of countries that are turning to a 'Green New Deal', a plan advocated by UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner and UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. 

The Global Green New Deal and Green Economy Initiative, launched by UNEP in October, is a plan to tackle the economic slump by investing in a high job-generating and better-managed global economy. 

The idea is to address the economic crisis and tackle climate change by spurring investments in green technology, creating green jobs, and developing a low-carbon, low-impact and better-managed global economy. 

As the G-20 represents around 90 per cent of the world's Gross Domestic Product, Fraser said policy coordination at the April summit could feed into the UN negotiations for a new international climate change treaty to be adopted at the key UN climate talks in Copenhagen in December. 
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Foreign Policy in Focus (US): Africa Policy Outlook 2009: Cultivating Conflict: Climate Change

January 27, 2009

Gerald LeMelle and Michael Stulman 

The need for strong global leadership to fight climate change has never been greater.  As United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) Executive Director Achim Steiner said in 2007, Africa "is the continent with the least responsibility for climate change and yet it is perversely the continent with the most [to lose] if greenhouse gases are not cut."  Global warming threatens farmers and fishermen, flora and fauna, coastlines and deserts, wetlands and savannah, and the critical industries of tourism and agriculture. Dealing with the consequences of the rich industrialized nations' irresponsible climate management must not fall to Africans alone. The richest countries must start holding themselves accountable to the mandates of the Kyoto protocol and the United States in particular now has a chance to leave harmful ideology behind and provide the leadership the world desperately needs. Simultaneously, global polluters must extend resources and strategies for African countries to adapt to the consequences of climate change themselves. 

The most natural international architecture to support African adaptation to climate change is the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). With 197 state parties, the UNFCCC (which led to the Kyoto protocol) is the most universally supported multilateral environmental agreement. The UNFCCC mandates that Northern countries provide resources to the Global South to finance climate adaptation and mitigation programs according to the principle of "common but differentiated responsibilities" among wealthy and developing nations. Financial obligations under the UNFCCC are considered distinct from existing commitments to provide official development assistance (ODA).

Rather than pledging support through the UNFCCC or developing an alternative funding mechanism, the U.S. and other donors have turned to the World Bank to finance climate adaptation and mitigation efforts in Africa and the rest of the Global South. From both an environmental and economic justice perspective, the Bank is the wrong institution to take on the climate crisis in Africa. The World Bank remains a big investor in polluting industries. During 2007 and 2008 it has spent more on fossil fuel projects than on renewable energy and efficiency programs. The Bank continues to follow a flawed approach in pursuing major infrastructure projects such as the disastrous Chad-Cameroon oil pipeline. It's among the world's least transparent and democratic institutions, burdened by fundamental issues of trust with the very constituencies it professes to serve. 

Despite these criticisms, in September 2008, donors pledged over $6.1 billion to the Bank's Climate Investment Funds (CIFs). These funds are being claimed by donors to fulfill existing ODA commitments, effectively pitting climate adaptation and mitigation programs against other development needs. Even more disturbing, CIFs are being issued in the form of new loans, rather than grants, forcing African countries to accumulate new debt to deal with a predicament for which they bare no responsibility. This will result in diverting resources from education, health and transportation infrastructure, anti poverty programs and other important needs.

Climate change is a catalyst for crisis in Africa — from land use rivalries in Sudan to persistent famine in Ethiopia. According to James R. Lee, director of American University's "Inventory of Conflict and Environment" project, there will be several likely correlations between global warming and conflict. First, conflict will arise from scarcity of arable land. As people are forced to move from the hardest-hit areas and compete with others for a new home, land and fresh water with neighbors will develop. However, a potential offset to this is the possibility that certain areas that were once uninhabitable may soon be accessible, and precious resources may be easier to extract. 

To alleviate and take responsibility for the effects of climate change in Africa, the United States should lead by example and take bold action to reduce its own carbon emissions and offer responsible financing to African countries threatened by climate change. This means adequate grants (not loans) must support adaptation and mitigation mechanisms whose design is informed by local input. This financing should be channeled through the UNFCCC or a new funding instrument grounded in the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities" and a truly multilateral decision-making process. While it's important that environmental impact assessments inform development policy in general, specific climate initiatives are vital to ensuring the health, welfare and human security of the African people.
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Delta Farm Press (US): Nice idea, but organic farming is not yet ready for prime time

January 28, 2009

You have to admire the persistence of the Rodale Institute of Kutztown, Pa. The organization, which runs a 330-acre organic research farm near the town, has called for an organic cropping revolution to depose conventional farming in developing countries. 

Rodale cites replicated research "which shows that the latest scientific approaches in organic agriculture offer affordable, immediately usable and universally accessible ways to improve yields and access to nutritional food in developing countries."

The report also cites a paper from the United Nations Environmental Programme, which claims that organic agriculture can actually feed the entire world with its production techniques and, get this, "without increasing the agricultural land base."

UNEP states that its "extensive study challenges the popular myth that organic agriculture cannot increase agricultural productivity. In an analysis of 114 farming projects in 24 African countries, UNEP reported that organic or near-organic practices resulted in yield increases of more than 100 percent."

Rodale says the same practices can be adopted by U.S. farmers, and not only would crop yields be the same or higher, but individual returns for farmers would be higher thanks to a premium paid for organic crops.

Of course, U.S. growers have already established themselves as the most efficient agricultural producers in the world. If there is something out there that would provide even a 1 percent improvement over what they're doing now, they would already be doing it.

I put a few thoughts together on the Rodale study and sent them an e-mail. After a few minutes, I got a call from an enthusiastic fellow who worked in the media relations department.

He told me that the whole idea of the organic farming revolution is to replace extensive farming with intensive farming. This has a nice ring to it until you realize that intensive is simply another way of saying "using more labor."

Rodale sees thousands of large farming operations replaced by millions of small organic operations.

But where are the new farmers going to come from? And why would they be willing to invest in organic farming?

I'd like to see Pennsylvania organic methods applied to a few pest-infested hillsides in the Mid-South. The fellow from Rodale said weeds in organic cropping are controlled with a roller/crimper device which flattens weeds into a mat of residue rather than killing them. A special planter finds enough dirt to plant a seed.

I don't doubt the system works in Pennsylvania, but in many parts of the Mid-South our weeds are so prolific that you might have trouble finding your crimper/roller if you let it sit in a field too long. That's not the only problem. I asked the Rodale fellow how an organic cotton farmer might defoliate a crop for mechanical picking, and he couldn't come up a good answer for that either.

Organic farming proponents decry the loss of a simpler time and place, when a strong back provided power for the task, not the battery in one's laptop. I have to admit, it has its appeal. But many a strong back has failed pulling a cotton sack through the field. For sustained longevity, I'll take technology, thank you.
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The Times of Central Asia (Kyrgyzstan): UNO: Most vulnerable social groups suffer from bad living conditions

January 28, 2009
"Despite relatively mild winter and government efforts the most vulnerable Kyrgyz social groups suffer from bad living conditions," UNO press release reported. 

According to the document, the UN Organization, concerned with economic and energy situation, granted $21 million to Kyrgyzstan. These funds should be used to support the main objects and over 800 thousand people.
"Despite all the parliament arrangements the Kyrgyz live the winter over with severe energy limitation from 6 to 14 hours per day. As a result, some medical institutions also suffer from electricity cut offs. New alarming trends appear along with the seasonal sickness rate growth. The rate of carbon monoxide poisoning cases doubled in Bishkek while people have to use alternative energy sources that are unsafe and not meant for houses. Because of energy and heating supply crisis over 200 thousand of children have to suspend their school education for two months," the document informed.
Rapid inflation growth rate is affected by 80 percent price increase for gas and energy. That leads to reduction of purchasing power of vulnerable social groups and contributes to the worsening of farm provision. Currently the provision supply for 40 thousand farms continues in the poorest regions of the Kyrgyzstan. The weak farms (7.5 thousand) are supported by the seeds supply. UNO Children Fund plans to maintain 6 children care centers, 420 orphanages and two institutions, housing 365 disable children and 1000 refugees. "The major issues remain now are permanent shortages of food provisions, population health and exhausting economic resources," Nil Volker, UNO Coordinator in Kyrgyzstan said.
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Mediaterre Internationale (France): Le Japon et la République de Corée lancent de New Deals écologiques

28/01/09 à 11h54 GMT

Le Japon a annoncé qu'il a pour objectif d'étendre le marché du "commerce écologique" et de créer jusqu'à 1 million de nouveaux emplois, avec des mesures comme des prêts à taux zéro intérêt pour les entreprises respectueuses de l'environnement. 

La Corée du Sud, quant à elle, investira 38 milliards de dollars sur les quatre prochaines années dans une série de projets respectueux de l'environnement afin de créer 960,000 nouveaux emplois et poser les fondations de la croissance économique. Ces 36 projets incluent la création de réseaux de transports écologiques, la construction de deux millions de "maisons écologiques" économique en énergie, et le nettoyage des quatre principales rivières du pays. 

Achim Steiner, Secrétaire général adjoint des Nations Unies et Directeur exécutif du PNUE, a dit : "Les investissements dans l'énergie clean-tech et renouvelable, dans des infrastructures telles les voies ferrées et les pistes cyclables, et dans les services basés sur la nature comme les cours d'eaux et les forêts peuvent non seulement contrer la récession et le chômage mais aussi préparer le terrain pour une reprise et une croissance économiques durables au 21e siècle". 

Source : PNUE
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Periodico Express (Mexico): Congreso Juvenil Ambiental sobre el Cambio Climático, en la Riviera Nayarit 

Jueves 29 de Enero de 2009
Gracias al ambiente de paz y tranquilidad que existe en el estado, se desarrollará del 18 al 21 de febrero del presente año

Tepic, Nayarit/Enero 28.- Por indicaciones del Gobernador Ney González Sánchez, en  Nayarit sigue cumpliéndose  la agenda relacionada a la crisis del cambio climático; por ello, las Secretarías del Medio Ambiente, de Educación Media Superior, Superior e Investigación Científica y Tecnológica, y de Planeación, apoyan  la realización del Congreso Nacional Juvenil sobre Cambio Climático.

Éste se desarrollará  en la Riviera Nayarit, destino turístico de grande importancia nacional e internacional, del 18 al 21 de febrero, con la colaboración del Movimiento Internacional para el Recreo Científico y Técnico (MILSET), y el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).

Se cuenta con la notable participación del Instituto Tecnológico de Tepic, de la Universidad Autónoma de Nayarit y de la Universidad Tecnológica de Nayarit.

Se ha convocado a los jóvenes  a participar en este gran evento, a través de la coordinación del Consejo de Ciencia y Tecnología del Estado de Nayarit.

“Este Congreso es el medio ideal para ponernos manos a la obra en el tema del cambio climático, mismo tema que forma parte importante de los compromisos del gobierno estatal”, aseguran los organizadores.
Es el primer evento mundial dedicado a escuchar las preocupaciones de los jóvenes de diferentes partes del mundo,  en donde expondrán sus preocupaciones y soluciones en esta temática; de aquí, serán seleccionadas las mejores propuestas; los participantes elegidos podrán formar parte de la Delegación Mexicana al Congreso Internacional Juvenil Ambiental, a celebrarse en Dinamarca del 1 al 8 de agosto de 2009. 

El compromiso de las instituciones participantes, tanto locales como nacionales, es unificar los esfuerzos en ducha temática.

El Gobernador Ney González cumple su propósito de impulsar una agenda relacionada al cambio climático, por lo que la invitación es abierta; para mayores informes se puede visitar la página en http://www.congresonacionaljuvenil2009.com o en www.cocyten.gob.mx
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Diario Occidente (Columbia): Destrucción de la capa de ozono

28/01/2009

Por: Gino Ulderico Riccio Cerezo

Origen

Las presiones y efectos que el ser humano ha ejercido sobre la atmósfera, a partir de la revolución de los procesos de mejoramiento tecnológicos para la producción de bienes y servicios, han significado drásticos y perceptibles cambios en su composición, amenazando todo el ecosistema terrestre. 

El ozono, ubicado en la capa de la atmósfera delimitada como estratosfera, capa ubicada entre 15 y 30 km de altura, se acumula en la atmósfera en grandes cantidades, convirtiéndose en un escudo que protege de la radiación ultravioleta que proviene del Sol, haciendo posible la vida en la Tierra.  

El problema

Durante los últimos años, la capa de ozono se ha debilitado formando un verdadero agujero, que según datos de Pnuma (Programa de Naciones Unidas para la Protección del Ambiente), en algunos sectores ha producido disminuciones de hasta el 60% en la cantidad de ozono estratosférico. Este desgaste se debe al uso de un componente químico producido por el hombre, los productos  refrigerantes a base de cloro, contenidos en los aerosoles, disolventes, propelentes y refrigerantes. 

La acción de estos gases en la estratosfera libera átomos de Cl a través de la radiación UV sobre sus enlaces moleculares; cada átomo de Cl destruye miles de moléculas de ozono transformándolas en moléculas de dioxígeno. 

Consecuencias

El nivel excesivo de la radiación UV (especialmente la A y la B) que llegue a la superficie de la Tierra puede perjudicar la salud de las personas, propiciando el aumento en la aparición de cáncer de piel; lesiones en los ojos que producen: cataratas, la deformación del cristalino o la presbicia; y deterioro del    sistema inmunológico, influyendo de forma negativa sobre la molécula de ADN donde se ven afectadas las defensas del cuerpo, las cuales generan un aumento en las enfermedades infecciosas, tales como: sarampión, herpes, malaria, lepra, va-ricela. 

A nivel de flora, está provocando importantes cambios en la composición química de varias especies de plantas. Sumado a esto, se está alterando el crecimiento de algunas plantas e impidiendo su proceso de fotosíntesis. En el área agrícola, el incremento de estos peligrosos rayos está afectando el rendimiento de las cosechas.
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Europolitique: Agence Europenne pour l’environnment :climat et biodiversite, au c ur des priorites pour 2009

Jan 28, 2009
Sans surprise, la lutte contre le changement climatique figure en tête des priorités identifiées par l'Agence européenne pour l'environnement dans son rapport annuel " Signaux de l'AEE 2009 - Thèmes environnementaux clés pour l'Europe ". Ce rapport(1) rendu public le 9 janvier, à Prague, en présence du ministre tchèque de l'environnement, Martin Bursik, et de Jacqueline McGlade, directeur exécutif de l'Agence, met l'accent sur le lien existant entre le climat et d'autres problèmes environnementaux et la nécessité de les traiter simultanément.  
 "Cette année sera historique pour l'environnement et une réunion majeure des Nations unies sur le changement climatique à Copenhague en décembre prochain constituera son point culminant ", note Mme McGlade, pour qui " les émissions de gaz à effet de serre ne sont qu'un symptôme d'un problème bien plus grave : nous sommes incapables de vivre durablement ". Néanmoins, dit-elle, " l'étendue de ces problèmes environnementaux ne devrait pas nous condamner à l'inaction. ( ) En fin de compte, il s'agit de réévaluer les éléments fondamentaux de la vie ". 

En tout, ce sont huit thèmes que le rapport identifie comme prioritaires pour 2009 : outre le climat, étroitement lié à la question des ressources en eau, l'Agence souligne les menaces qui pèsent sur la diversité biologique en Europe et la nécessité de lutter contre les espèces exotiques envahissantes, l'impact sur l'agriculture et sur les ressources halieutiques, les avantages et risques liés au développement des biocarburants et le transport international de déchets. Pour 2010, l'Agence y ajoute l'amélioration des échanges d'information sur l'environnement et la protection, urgente, de l'Arctique. 
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Other Environment News
AP: EU vows billions in aid to spur UN climate talks

Wed Jan 28, 9:14 am ET

BRUSSELS, Belgium – The European Union promised billions of dollars in aid to the world's poorest nations on Wednesday to entice them to sign a new global climate change pact.

The plan by EU Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas was part of a presentation of the EU's negotiating position for the U.N.-sponsored climate change talks in Copenhagen later this year.

Dimas said financing would be vital for getting global agreement in Copenhagen, adding that developing countries can ill afford to pay an estimated euro54 billion ($71.1 billion) per year by 2030 to meet climate change commitments.

The EU's top environmental official said the proposals call for a new global climate pact that will reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 30 percent of 1990 levels by 2020 and that temperature increases stay below 2 degrees Celsius.

The proposals also recommend that the 30-nation Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, which includes the world's wealthiest countries, be bound to mandatory carbon emissions cuts and sign up to an emissions trading plan.

The plan also suggests China, India, and Brazil agreed to and sign the plans by 2020.

The EU's executive office however, backed away from setting a specific sum that richer countries, including the 27-nation bloc, should hand over to poorer members to help them implement cuts in carbon dioxide emissions and invest in greener energy sources like wind, solar or hydroelectric power.

Earlier drafts of the EU plan had recommended wealthy and industrialized countries "commit to euro30 billion ($40 billion) in new annual public funding by 2020."

Dimas said "this amount could be needed for supporting the actions in developing countries, but this figure will be negotiated and depends on the level of ambitions" of the developing countries.

He rejected claims that a specific figure was scrapped because of pressure to shift EU funds to fight the economic recession.

Aid and environmental groups said omitting a specific aid target would hurt the credibility of the EU as a global leader in fighting climate change.

"The European Commission is ratcheting down its ambition at a time when the world should be stepping up efforts to tackle climate change," said Tom Sharman from ActionAid.

Greenpeace also criticized the plan, saying "concrete financial commitments are necessary to build trust" with poorer countries to get a climate deal.

The groups said wealthy nations should be spending up to euro125 billion ($165 billion) a year to help developing countries.

The EU's 27 leaders agreed in December to cut greenhouse emissions by 20 percent and ensure that 20 percent of energy comes from wind, sun and other renewable sources by 2020. However, they said they could increase their cuts to 30 percent if key nations like the United States, Russia and China follow suit.
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The Guardian (UK): EU calls on America to create transatlantic carbon trading scheme

28 January 2009

Brussels capitalises on optimism about Obama's green agenda with proposal to expand carbon trading system

Smoke from a factory chimney. Carbon trading is leading to the use of more polluting fossil fuels. Photograph: Joel W. Rogers/Corbis

The Obama administration should join Europe in an ambitious new transatlantic pact to combat climate change, Brussels proposed today.

Seeking to seize on the excitement generated by the election of the new US president and hoping to co-opt Barack Obama's green agenda for a powerful alliance to tackle global warming, the European commission called on the Americans to establish a joint carbon trading scheme with Europe modelled on the system operating in the EU since 2005.

Unveiling the commission's pitch for the crucial round of global climate talks later this year in Copenhagen, Stavros Dimas, the environment commissioner, added that if the new US administration joins the system for auctioning polluting rights, it should then be extended to other industrialised countries and later to the big developing countries, transforming it into a global carbon market by 2020.

Dimas described this year's Copenhagen meetings, aimed at clinching a new global climate change deal to succeed the Kyoto protocol, as "a last chance" to get global warming under control before it passes the point of no return.

He appealed to President Obama to join the EU in the fight to save the planet. "It appears Obama prefers cap and trade," said Dimas, describing the new US leader's initial statements on global warming as "tremendously encouraging."

Senior officials from Brussels set off for Washington today to try to get the measure of the new administration on climate change policy after Dimas wrote to Obama on Tuesday to try to enlist the Americans in his campaign.

"Many of the new ideas that will move us away from our carbon addiction will come from America," Dimas told Obama. "America has the diplomatic and financial resources that, when added to the efforts of the EU, can help bring the rest of the world on board."

Dimas clearly hopes that such a joint EU-US strategy could bear fruit in Copenhagen in December in persuading the likes of China, Brazil, India, Russia, and Japan to forge a common front across the developed and developing world.

Today's policy paper from the commission was the opening salvo in what will inevitably be tough negotiations in Copenhagen.

The policy outline, which is to be debated at a summit of European government leaders in March and may still be changed, calls on developing countries to limit the growth in their greenhouse gases by up to 30% by 2020, compared with business as usual, as revealed by the Guardian in December. In return, it commits the EU to a 30% cut compared to 1990 levels by the same deadline, if agreement is reached with the other big international polluters.

The EU is already pledged to a 20% reduction in greenhouse gases by 2020 even without a Copenhagen accord.

The EU package is aimed at keeping the rise in the Earth's temperature to a minimum of 2C, and Dimas believes that global carbon emissions need to be halved by 2050. To achieve this Europe would need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by up to 95% by that date.

The cost of success in meeting the targets, said the commission, will be €175bn a year by 2020, with around half of that money being spent in the developing world. Spending on research in green technologies would need to be quadrupled by 2020.

The commission reckoned that the industrialised world will need to pour in subsidies worth up to €54bna year into the developing countries.

But arguments are looming about who will foot the bill and about equitable burden-sharing.

NGOs such as Oxfam criticised the commission proposals as doing too little to alleviate poverty in the developing world, arguing that the poor countries faced the most "devastating impact" from global warming generated in the rich countries.

But Greenpeace welcomed the commission's paper as a good start while complaining that precise figures on how many billions would need to be transferred to the developing world had been dropped from earlier drafts.

"The commission has come up with a decent blueprint, but has shown it is unable to put its euros where its mouth is and support credible amounts of aid to prevent a global climate catastrophe," said Joris den Blanken, Greenpeace EU climate and energy policy director.

Dimas admitted that the issue of funding the impact of climate change in the poor countries would be a crucial topic at Copenhagen and mentioned a figure of £30bn in possible annual transfers from the rich to the poor. "Without a credible financial package there will be no deal in Copenhagen. No money, no deal," he said.

Senior commission officials also signalled that they would use the Copenhagen negotiations to push to reform and perhaps even scrap the so-called Clean Development Mechanism, an instrument under Kyoto that allows wealthy countries to offset their emissions reductions obligations through investment in green projects in the developing world.

The officials admitted that the system is being abused by both rich and poor countries, and noted that some of the beneficiary countries were wealthier than some of the countries doing the subsidising.

"There is some cheating," said a commission official. "And some of the developing countries are much richer than some [EU] member states."
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Reuters: Gore urges passing stimulus deal to aid climate

Wed Jan 28, 2009 3:58pm EST

By Deborah Zabarenko, Environment Correspondent

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Climate crusader Al Gore said the first step toward restoring U.S. "economic and moral leadership" is to pass President Barack Obama's stimulus package -- and the second step is putting a price on carbon.

"For years our efforts to address the growing climate crisis have been undermined by the idea that we must choose between our planet and our way of life," the former U.S. vice president told the Senate Foreign Relations Committee at its first hearing in the new Congress on Wednesday.

"In fact, the solutions to the climate crisis are the very same solutions that will address our economic and national security crises as well," Gore said.

He praised Obama's stimulus plan for its investments in energy efficiency, renewable energy, cars that emit less pollution and the construction of a national power grid to harness alternative energies.

This is the kind of bold action required "to repower our economy, restore American economic and moral leadership in the world and regain control of our destiny," he said.

Gore, who won the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize for his work on climate change and starred in the Academy Award-winning documentary "An Inconvenient Truth," said the next move after enacting the stimulus package should be to institute a cap-and-trade system for carbon in 2009.

This would allow the United States to go to international climate change talks in December in Copenhagen "with renewed authority to lead the world in shaping a fair and effective treaty," Gore said.

ACTION ON CAP-AND-TRADE?

The Copenhagen talks are meant to reach agreement on a follow-on pact to the carbon-capping Kyoto Protocol, which runs out in 2012. The Bush administration rejected the Kyoto pact as damaging to the U.S. economy and unfairly favoring fast-growing economies like China and India.

By contrast, Obama has stressed his commitment to a U.S. cap-and-trade system and the need for international engagement on this matter.

Without participation by the United States, one of the world's biggest emitters of greenhouse gases, global agreement to include developing countries will be difficult to reach.

Many environmental activists in Washington believe reaching agreement on a U.S. carbon trading plan will be hard to do this year, but Gore said it is possible and necessary.

Tennessee Republican Senator Bob Corker, who has faulted Europe's cap-and-trade program for what he called a lack of transparency and substance in its early phases, concurred that a U.S. plan could be hammered out this year.

"We're now firing with real bullets," Corker said. "I think the stars have lined up and my sense is that this year something may really occur."

Gore's presence as the sole witness at the committee's first substantive hearing was intended to send a message that Congress is "deadly serious" about moving forward on policies to limit climate-warming emissions, according to Senator John Kerry, the Massachusetts Democrat who chairs the committee.

Gore offered a video slideshow with updated graphics on melting Arctic sea ice, disappearing glaciers and the projected consequences of a rise in world temperatures. An earlier slideshow was the basis for "An Inconvenient Truth."

Kerry said he had spoken to Obama after December climate meetings in Poland.

"(Obama) understands the implications of it, he's committed to making something happen," Kerry said in a telephone interview on Tuesday. "He's going to exert his leadership and spend some capital on it."

(Editing by Chris Wilson)
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AFP: Gore: US must lead world on climate

Wed Jan 28, 4:26 pm ET

WASHINGTON (AFP) – Former US vice president Al Gore called Wednesday for urgent new US leadership on climate change, "reversing years of inaction," and paving the way to a new global treaty completed by 2010.

Gore urged US lawmakers to quickly pass President Barack Obama's economic stimulus package, highlighting its environmental investments as "a down payment" on clean energy and a job-creating boon amid a paralzying recession.

"How can we afford not to do this?" the Nobel Peace Prize laureate and Oscar winner, who jokingly called himself "a recovering politician," told the packed hearing room of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

"In order to repower our economy, restore American economic and moral leadership in the world and regain control of our destiny, we must take bold action now," Gore declared.

The committee chairman, Democratic Senator John Kerry, had asked Gore to help map the way through year-long negotiations leading to global climate change treaty talks in December in Copenhagen.

With the lights dimmed, Gore made a dramatic keynote presentation of 57 slides, featuring vanishing polar ice caps, melting glaciers, grim droughts, devastating deforestation, and apocalyptic future costs of inaction.

"This is the one challenge that could completely end human civilization," he said, urging lawmakers to reject "false choices" between the American lifestyle and fighting global warming.

Gore also underlined that major developing countries like China must shoulder their share of any burdens emerging from the Copenhagen talks, which aim at crafting a treaty replacing the 1997 Kyoto Protocol.

"This treaty must be negotiated this year. Not next year. This year," said the former vice president.

If Congress "acts right away" to pass Obama's stimulus plan and "takes decisive action this year" to cap carbon emissions, the US delegation to the Danish capital will enjoy "renewed authority to lead the world in shaping a fair and effective treaty," said the former vice president.

"A fair, effective and balanced treaty will put in place the global architecture that will place the world -- at long last and in the nick of time -- on a path toward solving the climate crisis and securing the future of human civilization," he said.

Gore praised Obama's stimulus plan for including environment-friendly items such as investments in energy efficiency, renewable energy, energy grid improvements and a shift to "clean cars."

"These crucial investments will create millions of new jobs and hasten our economic recovery -- while strengthening our national security and beginning to solve the climate crisis," said Gore.

The high-profile appearance came as Democratic lawmakers, bolstered by their broad majorities in Congress and new control of White House, have signaled they will take a more aggressive role in battling climate change than under Obama's predecessor, George W. Bush.

Obama on Monday signed measures to encourage production of fuel-efficient cars and vowing to lead the fight against global warming.

In another sign of change, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton picked a veteran of the Kyoto Protocol talks as her envoy for climate change, as world leaders target a historic global warming pact this year.

Bush rejected the Kyoto Protocol in 2001 dealing a blow to global climate change efforts, warning it would deal damage the US economy and could not work unless global efforts imposed pollution limits on rising powers such as China and India.

The Clinton administration agreed the Protocol in 1997 but never submitted it for ratification by the Senate -- where a 95-0 vote before it was finalized found not one senator willing to sign on to its principles.
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Reuters: Australian heatwave sign of climate change

Wed Jan 28, 2009 11:29pm EST

By Michael Perry

SYDNEY (Reuters) - A heatwave scorching southern Australia, causing transport chaos by buckling rail lines and leaving more than 10,000 homes without power, is a sign of climate change, the climate change minister said on Thursday.

The Bureau of Meteorology is forecasting a total of six days of 40-plus Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) temperatures for southern Australia, which would equal the hottest heatwave in 100 years.

Climate Change Minister Penny Wong said the heatwave, which started on Wednesday, was the sort of weather scientists had been warning about.

"Eleven of the hottest years in history have been in the last 12, and we also note, particularly in the southern part of Australia, we're seeing less rainfall," Wong told reporters.

"All of this is consistent with climate change, and all of this is consistent with what scientists told us would happen."

Health officials in South Australia and Victoria have advised people to stay indoors, use air conditioners, and keep their fluids up. More than 10,000 homes were without power in southern Australia as the heat took its toll on the electricity grid.

In Melbourne rail lines buckled and train services were canceled, stranding thousands of hot and angry commuters.

The heatwave forced the Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne to suspend outside matches and close the roof of the main stadium for the past two days.

Australia is in the grip of drought and total fire bans have been declared in southern Australia in the hope of preventing major bushfires. Small bushfires are burning in South Australia and Victoria and all national parks have been closed.

The extreme temperatures were threatening Melbourne's parks and gardens, said Mayor Robert Doyle, in announcing an increase in water supplies to counter a 40 percent drop in soil moisture.

"The signs are there that our precious trees are struggling in this brutal weather," said Doyle.

Melbourne has 60,000 trees in its parks and streets and officials said they were most concerned about 15,000 trees growing in irrigated turf.

"Our parks staff have indicated a number of trees are defoliating and canopies are thinning. Once defoliation takes place it is very hard to save the tree," said Doyle.

(Reporting by Michael Perry; Editing by Sugita Katyal)
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Reuters: IT industry joins energy efficiency push 

Wed Jan 28, 2009 10:04PM EST

LONDON (Reuters) - The IT industry is joining the push toward energy efficiency by developing new power management technology to curb the sector's harmful contribution to climate change, operators say.

The global computing industry has recently been criticized for the high carbon dioxide emissions of its data centers and energy consumption.

The sector contributes 2 percent of global carbon emissions, equaling that of the aviation industry, according to U.S. research firm Gartner.

In moves toward clawing back some of that damage, a number of IT companies are developing or upgrading power management technology which can turn off computers and other devices automatically, saving money and the planet.

Network equipment maker Cisco Systems Inc plans to launch technology called EnergyWise in February. It says the software can monitor the energy consumption of electronic devices in the workplace and switch them off when idle.

The potential savings for companies could be huge.

"A bank branch could save nearly 40,000 euros ($53,020) just by turning off phones and wireless access points outside business hours," David Frampton, VP general manager of Cisco's LAN switching business unit, told Reuters.

The software will be applied to phones, laptops and access points, then computers, before ramping up to manage heating, air conditioning, elevators, lights and security systems by 2010.

In a similar push, British software provider 1E estimates that its technology could reduce the same amount of carbon dioxide as banning cars from a city the size of Liverpool.

1E's software can turn computers on and off and is already used by government departments, large banks and other businesses.

"The government wants a 1 million tonne reduction in carbon emissions from large companies. We can achieve 85 percent of that just from our UK pipeline -- just from turning off computers," Sumir Karayi, 1E's chief executive, told Reuters.

"Half of the computers in the UK, U.S. or Germany are not switched off. That equates to potential savings of 115 million pounds in the UK," he added.

Lighting and consumer electronics producer Philips is also carrying out research with Lawrence Berkeley Laboratories to develop an intelligent lighting control system which would respond to people's movements, events and external daylight levels.
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AFP: Congo must do more for forests: NGO

Wed Jan 28, 1:47 pm ET

KINSHASA (AFP) – British NGO Global Witness hailed the Congolese government Wednesday for cancelling a raft of logging contracts but warned it needs to do more to ensure forest wealth benefits its people.

The organisation, which combats the corrupt exploitation of natural resources, said that despite last week's decision to revoke the contracts, the Democratic Republic of Congo's government control over the forestry sector remained "extremely weak".

It was responding to a decision last week to cancel some 60 percent of all contracts with logging companies, and convert others into long term concessions which are subject to strict social and environmental rules.

The decision followed a lengthy review of timber contracts aimed at stamping out corruption in the sector.

"We recognise the progress made by the DRC government in completing the review and cancellation of over half the existing contracts, despite heavy pressure from the logging industry," said campaigner Lizzie Parsons.

"However, given numerous problems in the review process and decades of mismanagement in the forest sector, government and logging companies must do far more to ensure that Congo's forest wealth benefits the country's population."

The contracts had been agreed during the 1998-2003 war, when huge concessions were gifted to logging concerns.

Global Witness called on Kinshasa to boost authorities to ensure oversight of all forest-related activities, ensure the customary rights of local populations are respected, and guarantee the transparent conduct of forest revenue collection and distribution.

It urged the remaining companies with concessions to "immediately fulfill their social and environmental obligations ... and deliver on their commitments in active consultations with communities affected by their operations."

DR Congo, which contains the world's second largest forested area after the Amazon, exports 200,000 cubic metres of timber annually, but of the 49 million dollars generated in foreign revenue, the government receives only 1.8 million in taxes and duties.
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AFP: Sorghum gene code could lead to drought-tolerant crops: study

Wed Jan 28, 2:33 pm ET

PARIS (AFP) – An international team of scientists reported on Wednesday it had laid bare the DNA code of sorghum, a hardy tropical cereal whose genes could one day be spliced to produce crops that resist global warming.

Sorghum (Latin name Sorghum bicolor) is related to sugar cane and corn and is grown in arid regions of northeast Africa, India and the southern United States for food, fibre, fuel and animal feed.

Sequencing of the sorghum genome adds to that in 2005 of the rice plant, the world's most important food plant.

Draft sequences of corn, also called maize, and soyabean were unveiled in 2008. Work is underway to sequence wheat, barley, as well as the tomato and potato.

The goal behind genomic sequencing is to find genes that can boost yields to help feed the world's burgeoning population, or to enable the plant to survive harsh conditions inflicted by climate change.

These genes can then be introduced into other plants, using either traditional breeding techniques or genetic engineering, it is hoped.

The sorghum project, led by Andrew Paterson of the University of Georgia, is reported in this week's issue of Nature, the British-based science journal.
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Brazil - WORLD SOCIAL FORUM: "Wake Up, World!" - SOS from the Amazon


01 – 2 7 – 09


BELÉM, Brazil - A human banner made up of more than 1,000 people, seen and photographed from the air, sent the message "SOS Amazon" to the world, in the first action taken by indigenous people hours before the opening in northern Brazil on Tuesday of the 2009 World Social Forum (WSF).

The mass message reflects "our concern about global warming, whose impact we will be the first to feel, although we, the peoples of the Amazon, have protected and cared for the forests," Francisco Avelino Batista, an Apurinán Indian from the Purus river valley in the Brazilian Amazon, told IPS. 

"We are raising our voices as a wake-up call to the world, especially the rich countries that are hastening its destruction," said Edmundo Omoré, a member of the Xavante indigenous community from the west-central state of Mato Grosso on the border between the Amazon region and the Cerrado, a vast savannah region in the centre of the country. 

Both men belong to the Coordinating Committee of Indigenous Organisations of the Brazilian Amazon (COIAB), which joined the Quito-based Coordinating Body of Indigenous Organisations of the Amazon Basin (COICA) to create their "message from the heart of the Amazon." 

Nearly 1,300 indigenous people from about 50 countries, although mainly from Brazil, plan to raise the issues of their rights as original peoples and environmental preservation at this year’s edition of the WSF, which runs through Sunday in Belém, a city of 1.4 million people and the northeastern gateway to the Amazon. 

Indigenous people have participated in the WSF in previous years, but this time a much larger presence was sought. The aim was for 2,000 to take part, but transport costs and financial difficulties prevented many participants from coming from other countries and from remote areas within Brazil itself. 

In addition to indigenous groups, original peoples at the WSF include Quilombolas (members of communities of Afro-Brazilian descendants of escaped slaves) and other native peoples. 

The key location chosen for the WSF, and the various global crises that are occurring, have created "a special moment" for original peoples to take a leading role, according to Roberto Espinoza, an adviser to the Andean Coordination of Indigenous Organisations (CAOI). 

"A crisis of civilisation" is under way, said Espinoza, who described the serious economic, energy and food problems, as well as climate change, as part of the same phenomenon. 

In this situation, indigenous people should have political participation as of right, not "as folklore or as a merely cultural contribution," Espinoza, one of the coordinators of the indigenous peoples' presence at the WSF, told IPS. 

The Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, approved by the United Nations General Assembly, is of paramount importance here, he said. It should not be seen as a "utopian" document; rather, its provisions should be binding, like those of the International Labour Organisation's Convention 169 on indigenous and tribal peoples. 

Espinoza said he hoped this WSF would produce an agreement for global demonstrations similar to those held in 2003 against the United States' invasion of Iraq. 

This time around, the goal would be to mobilise "in defence of Mother Earth and against the commercialisation of life," added to specific causes championed by each nation, such as the fight against hydroelectric power stations in Brazil that flood vast areas of Amazon rainforest and displace riverbank dwellers, he said. 

The voices of indigenous people are bound to have a greater impact on environmental matters when "the risk of catastrophic climate change in the near future and disputes over natural resources are threatening the survival not only of indigenous peoples, but of humanity itself," Espinoza said. 

Indigenous and environmental issues will be even more visible on Wednesday, which is to be dedicated entirely to the Amazon region in an attempt to revitalise the PanAmazon Social Forum, inactive since 2005. 

Launching a campaign led by the peoples of the Amazon, who "want a society that values them and understands the value that the land has for them," is a proposal for discussion at the WSF, according to Miquelina Machado, a COIAB leader belonging to the Tukano ethnic group. 

This is necessary for "a greater balance with nature," at a time when Brazil's plans for economic growth and the physical integration of South America are fuelling projects which have "strong negative impacts on the Amazon and Andean regions," she told IPS. 

"The hydroelectric dams flood the land and destroy biodiversity," she said, while lamenting the fact that attempts to block the building of highways, that cause immense deforestation, have been frustrated in the courts, "which have more power." 

The presence at the WSF of presidents of Amazon region countries like Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva of Brazil, Evo Morales of Bolivia, and Hugo Chávez of Venezuela, as well as Paraguayan President Fernando Lugo, should increase the impact of the event, hopefully benefiting the peoples of the Amazon, Machado concluded. 

Indigenous peoples' voices should be heard, because "we are the ones who were born and raised in the middle of the forest, and who lead a lifestyle that contrasts with the ambition of capitalism, which does not bring benefits to all," said Omoré. 

Furthermore, "we are the first to suffer the effects" of climate change. Rich people can cool themselves down with air conditioners and buy food in supermarkets, but "we depend on the fish in the river and the animals in the forest, so we are concerned about the future that belongs to everyone," added Batista.
Source: http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=45575

Caribbean - CARICOM secretary general calls climate change 'an attack on our development'

01 – 28 – 09

GEORGETOWN, Guyana: Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretary-General, Edwin Carrington has pointed to the need for enhanced relations between CARICOM and the United Kingdom to confront the challenges posed to the Region’s development by climate change. 

At the ceremony for the presentation of Credentials by Fraser Wheeler, Plenipotentiary Representative of the UK to CARICOM at the headquarters of the CARICOM Secretariat, Georgetown, Guyana, Carrington stated that climate change “was not a future fear, but a current yearly incremental crisis- an attack on our development - one we cannot confront alone.”

In highlighting the link between climate change and the economic development of the Region, Carrington cited the decisions of nations like the UK, in regard to the phenomenon, and the Caribbean’s mainstay industry, tourism. 

Particularly, he stated, the decision made by European countries to impose incremental taxes on airline tickets for long destinations, including the Caribbean, to offset the cost of adapting to climate change caused by carbon emission by those countries, meant that “the Caribbean like Peter is not just paying for Paul but for all.” 

Such charges, Carrington said, would have implications for the Region’s tourism sector and ultimately its employment and development. 

He said too that the Stern Report, commissioned by the British Government to analyse the economic impact of climate change on the Region, had alarmed the small islands and low lying coastal countries of CARICOM, more so than it may have raised concerns in the UK. 

In response, UK Representative Wheeler noted that tackling climate change was a critical factor in sustainable development. He conceded that the phenomenon posed “real threat” to small islands and low-lying coastal areas in the Caribbean. 

He added that climate change adaptation was a ‘well known priority” of the British government and it was willing to work with the Region to “pull together efforts and expertise, and work with and influence others.” 

“We have been working hard, and will continue to partner with you to tackle the effects of this phenomenon. We need to have a joint voice on this issue globally,” Wheeler stated. 

He lauded the work of the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre for its “excellent efforts” in coordinating strategies to build the Region’s resilience to a changing climate. 

Wheeler also commended the proposal of Government of Guyana, to preserve the country’s tropical rainforest for carbon credits. He said the British government was working with President Bharat Jagdeo to work out the economic rationale of this proposal. In addition he said that his government had been funding research to find out how countries like Guyana could benefit from forest preservation.

Source: http://www.caribbeannetnews.com/news-13833--39-39--.html

Colombia - Evacuations begin near Colombian volcano

01 – 27 – 09

BOGOTA, Colombia - Colombian emergency officials have begun evacuating 800 families from an area at high risk from the expected eruption of a volcano that killed at least six people in November.

The Nevado del Huila volcano is on orange alert, meaning an eruption is probable within days or weeks, the Colombian Institute of Geology and Mining said last week.

An eruption would cause an avalanche down the Paez and Simbola rivers, officials said. The town under evacuation, Belalcazar, sits on the bank of the Paez River about a half-mile (less than a kilometer) from the junction with the Simbola River. It was the worst-hit area in November's eruption.

The volcano's crater holds 52 million cubic meters (1.8 billion cubic feet) of lava, said Colombia's Caracol Radio. That's the equivalent of 13.8 billion gallons.

The Colombian national emergency agency said Monday it is ready to evacuate thousands of residents if the volcano's condition turns to red, which means an eruption is imminent or ongoing.

The snow-capped Huila, the highest active volcano in Colombia, last erupted on November 20. At least six people, including four children, died then.

Gas and hot ash caused snow on the mountain peak to melt, sending mud, rocks and floodwater rushing down the Paez and destroying at least 20 homes and washing out five bridges, the presidential office said at the time.

Much of the sparsely populated region about 155 miles (250 kilometers) southwest of Bogota is a reservation for Nasa indigenous communities. All six fatalities were native Indians, the government said. The youngest victim was a year old.

The Huila volcano, which has a summit of 17,598 feet (5,364 meters), has erupted four times. The first documented eruption occurred in the 1500s, then it stood silent for more than 400 years, according to the Web site volcanolive.com.

Colombian emergency officials said Monday they are asking the 800 families where they want to be moved to, Caracol Radio said.

Scientists with the Colombian Institute of Geology and Mining, commonly known as Ingeominas, said they did not detect any major action inside the volcano Monday, Caracol reported.

Ingeominas and the National System for Emergencies are monitoring the volcano around the clock and have acquired new equipment, including additional telecommunication gear and an infrared camera to monitor Huila's temperature. 

Officials also plan to install a microphone on Huila to detect any new rumblings from inside the volcano, Caracol said.

Officials already are monitoring the volcano with four stations that detect seismological activity, a video camera, a communications network and a system that measures mudflow, Caracol said.

Source: http://edition.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/americas/01/27/colombia.volcano/index.html
Haiti - Caribbean foreign ministers to meet in Haiti on tourism, climate

01- 28 – 09

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti: Caribbean foreign affairs ministers will meet in Haiti Wednesday through Friday for a summit on tourism, natural disasters and climate change, Haitian officials said Tuesday. 

Delegations from all member countries of the Association of Caribbean States (ACS) and a dozen of international organizations -- including the Organization of American States (OAS) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) -- are expected to attend, Azad Belfort told AFP. 

The director of international organizations at the Haitian Ministry of Foreign Affairs added that sustainable development of the Caribbean Sea, as well as transport and tourism in the region would also be addressed during the 14th meeting of the regional ministerial council. 

Haitian Foreign Affairs Minister Alrich Nicholas said that the meeting would have a positive impact on improving Haiti's image in the world. 

Haiti, the poorest country in the Americas, has been under the oversight of a 7,000-strong Brazilian-led UN mission (MINUSTAH) since 2004 amid extended political and social turmoil. 

More than 60 percent of the population lives under the poverty line of two dollars per day. The country has also been stripped of all but 1.5 percent of its trees due to systematic deforestation to produce wood charcoal used in traditional cooking.

Source: http://www.caribbeannetnews.com/news-13823--2-2--.html
Costa Rica - Costa Rica planta siete millones de árboles para hacer frente al cambio climático

27 – 01 – 09

SAN JOSÉ, Costa Rica.- Más de 7 millones de árboles fueron plantados el año pasado en Costa Rica, con la finalidad de combatir el cambio climático y hacer un buen uso de los recursos naturales, informó hoy la Oficina Nacional Forestal (ONF).

La plantación se llevó a cabo dentro de la campaña "A que sembrás un árbol", que el Gobierno impulsa desde el pasado 2007 con el objetivo de promover la reforestación, los sistemas agroforestales y el manejo de los bosques.

La meta del proyecto es mitigar los efectos y riesgos del cambio climático, conservar la biodiversidad del país, así como recuperar la cobertura forestal y mejorar las condiciones de vida de la sociedad, explicó en rueda de prensa Alfonso Barrantes, director de la ONF.

Por otro lado, la campaña también se engloba en el proyecto mundial "Plantemos por el Planeta" del Programa de las Naciones Unidas (ONU) para el Medio Ambiente.

En 2007, Costa Rica se puso el reto de plantar un total de cinco millones de árboles y lo superó por unos 990.000, mientras que el año pasado la meta estaba en siete millones y se sembraron 7.323 más.

Entre las principales especies sembradas están la teca, 26 por ciento, melina (18 por ciento), otras especies exóticas (11 por ciento) y especies nativas (45 por ciento), entre las que destacan el cedro, roble coral y el almendro amarillo, informó Barrantes.

El director de la ONF aseguró que los árboles ayudan a "producir madera sostenible, a proteger las cuencas hidrográficas y la biodiversidad, a generar empleo en zonas rurales y a embellecer el paisaje urbano".

Uno de los objetivos principales del proyecto es la recuperación de las cuencas hidrográficas, "un recurso vital para todos" y que, además, "ayuda a mitigar los efectos naturales extremos", fruto del cambio climático.

El ministro de Ambiente, Roberto Dobles, dijo que la meta para 2009 vuelve a estar en siete millones, pero aseguró que intentaran "reforzar las capacidades, para superar esta cifra significativamente".

Fuente: http://es.noticias.yahoo.com/9/20090127/tsc-costa-rica-planta-siete-millones-de-23e7ce8.html

Ecuador - La UICN pide que se reduzca el número de turistas en las Galápagos

27 – 01 – 09

QUITO, Ecuador - La directora general de la Unión Internacional para la Conservación de la Naturaleza (UICN), Julia Marton-Lefèvre, opina que es necesario reducir el número de turistas que visitan las Islas Galápagos y que se debe dar preferencia a quienes "saben de la importancia" de esa reserva natural.

En una entrevista publicada hoy por el diario El Comercio, Marton-Lefèvre, que acaba de visitar ese archipiélago ecuatoriano, declaró que "uno de los mayores problemas para la conservación (de la reserva) es la presencia de muchos turistas".

Según la representante de la UICN, "Galápagos puede soportar 70.000 visitantes al año, pero ahora llegan a 190.000".

La directora de la UICN señaló a las operadoras turísticas como un primer filtro para la selección de turistas e indicó que "deben hacer un plan de educación y concienciación sobre por qué es tan vulnerable y por qué es un patrimonio mundial" el archipiélago.

Para Marton-Lefèvre sería preferible que no se realizaran actividades como grandes torneos de surf y apuntó como posibilidades para reducir las visitas a las islas que se establezca una lista de espera o algún tipo de sorteos y que sólo "se incentive el turismo ecológico".

El archipiélago de las Galápagos, situado en el Océano Pacífico a unos mil kilómetros de las costas continentales ecuatorianas es Patrimonio Natural de la Humanidad desde 1978.

Sin embargo, el 26 de junio de 2007 la UNESCO incluyó a las Galápagos en su lista de Patrimonios en Peligro, en respuesta a una degradación medioambiental por el crecimiento del turismo, la inmigración y la introducción de especies no autóctonas.

Las islas deben su nombre a las grandes tortugas que la habitan y sus reservas terrestres y marina contienen una rica biodiversidad, considerada como un laboratorio natural, que permitió al científico británico Charles Darwin desarrollar su teoría sobre la evolución y selección natural de las especies.

Fuente: http://es.noticias.yahoo.com/9/20090127/tsc-la-uicn-pide-que-se-reduzca-el-numer-23e7ce8.html
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ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE
UN DAILY NEWS

28 January 2009 
Ban arrives in Switzerland to press leaders for urgent action on global crises

28 January - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon arrived in Switzerland today to attend the

World Economic Forum in the Alps town of Davos, where is he expected to call for a new chapter in private sector participation in addresses critical issues such as climate change, water scarcity and the global financial crisis.

While in Davos, he will hold bilateral meetings with world leaders and top business executives and is scheduled to hold a press conference on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the internationally agreed upon targets to eradicate poverty and other social ills by the target date of 2015, as well as participate in a special session on Gaza.

He arrived in Switzerland today from Spain, where he co-chaired the Food Security for All meeting in Madrid with Spanish Prime Minister José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero. That gathering ended with the two leaders stressing the need for a “comprehensive approach that links nutrition, food security, agriculture and trade” to address the food crisis.

“It depends on inclusive, broad-based partnerships bringing together governments, civil society, farmers’ organizations, businesses and international organizations,” they said in a joint statement issued at the end of the two-day meeting.
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Corporate law firms join UN-led initiative on business and human rights

28 January - Fifteen leading legal firms from around the world will participate in a United Nations-led effort to assess how well national corporate law principles and practices foster a company culture that is respectful of human rights.

"This is extraordinarily important work," said John Ruggie, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative on business and human rights.

"The relationship between corporate law and human rights remains poorly understood. The willingness of so many firms to provide their services pro bono in order to expand the common knowledge base indicates that corporate law firms worldwide appreciate that human rights are relevant to their clients’ needs," he stated in a press release.

A total of 40 national jurisdictions will be explored, chosen in order to ensure a broad geographical spread and a mix of common law, civil law and other legal traditions, as well as reflecting the expertise of the law firms involved.

The 15 firms will look at a range of issues relating to the corporate law business and human rights. These include incorporation, directors' duties, reporting and listing requirements, and shareholder engagement. Firms will be asked to explore not only what laws currently exist, but also how corporate regulators and courts apply the law to require or facilitate consideration by companies of their human rights impacts and preventative or remedial action where appropriate.

"Corporate law, like other policy domains that shape business practice, traditionally has been kept institutionally and conceptually separate from human rights concerns," Mr. Ruggie said. "Yet recent developments suggest that regulators are beginning to link corporate governance with management of social, environmental and ethical impacts, including human rights."

The Special Representative will publish an analysis of the findings once the project is complete, and then make recommendations to States and businesses. As part of this process, he plans to convene a multi-stakeholder consultation later this year, hosted by York University's Osgoode Hall Law School in Toronto.

Mr. Ruggie was appointed to his current role in 2005 and his mandate includes identifying and clarifying standards of corporate responsibility and accountability with regard to human rights.
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "envoy" ��Climate-L.org (Switzerland): UNEP Reports on the US Administration’s Appointment of Climate Envoy�


� HYPERLINK  \l "swize" ��Climate-L.org (Switzerland): G-20 Summit to Consider a Low-Carbon Economy�


� HYPERLINK  \l "g20" ��Environmental Expert (US): G-20 summit in April will look at boosting low-carbon economy�


� HYPERLINK  \l "foreignpol" ��Foreign Policy in Focus (US): Africa Policy Outlook 2009: Cultivating Conflict: Climate Change�


� HYPERLINK  \l "delta" ��Delta Farm Press (US): Nice idea, but organic farming is not yet ready for prime time�


� HYPERLINK  \l "krygz" ��The Times of Central Asia (Kyrgyzstan): UNO: Most vulnerable social groups suffer from bad living conditions�


� HYPERLINK  \l "mediate" ��Mediaterre Internationale (France): Le Japon et la République de Corée lancent de New Deals écologiques�


� HYPERLINK  \l "periodico" ��Periodico Express (Mexico): Congreso Juvenil Ambiental sobre el Cambio Climático, en la Riviera Nayarit� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "diario" ��Diario Occidente (Columbia): Destrucción de la capa de ozono�


� HYPERLINK  \l "europolit" ��Europolitique: Agence Europenne pour l’environnment :climat et biodiversite, au c ur des priorites pour 2009�























PAGE  
1

