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Other Environment-related News

· The Washington Times - Rwandans destroy mountain gorilla habitat


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROLAC
· ROA

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of   7 July 2004
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 7  July 2004 (Unavailable)

The Statesman

Bay watch for dead zones
July 7. — Studies have shown that the Bay of Bengal is now susceptible to dead zones — oxygen-starved marine areas devoid of any form of life. And yes, that includes fish, the staple food in these parts. 
Though the latest report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) did not mention any site in the Bay of Bengal in its list of 150 dead zones in seas and oceans across the globe, analysis based on the data of the West Bengal forest department shows these ecological disaster spots developing in the Bay of Bengal too.
Dr Gautam Kumar Sen, deputy director, School of Oceanography Studies, Jadavpur University, who analysed the data collected by the forest department, said: “There are pockets in the Bay of Bengal that show a considerable decline in oxygen level and nutrients essential for any form of life.” The pockets spotted include the eastern part of Sagar Island and the Matla-Saptamukhi junction. “But we’ve to constantly monitor the situation as dead zones do not ‘occur’ all of a sudden,” he said and added that the present situation at these two sites indicated there had definitely been a “perceptible decline of oxygen”. 
Though there is no official study available on the impact of oxygen deficiency on marine life, environmentalists are ringing the alarm bells. Mr Tony Juniper, London-based environmentalist and executive director of Friends of Earth, said: “Areas like the Sunderbans run a major risk. Around 680 million tons of untreated sewage goes into sea and it includes hazardous industrial waste and fertilisers. If these issues are not addressed, dead-zone formation will be a matter of time.” The UNEP list of dead zones includes patches of sea and oceans off the coasts of South Africa, Mexico, China, Japan, and Australia and their sizes vary from 1 sq km to 70,000 sq km. “Given the magnitude of the problem in many parts of the world, we should be proactive in protecting sensitive areas like the Sunderbans. Besides being home to the Royal Bengal Tiger, it has 35 species of reptiles, most of the mangrove species found in India and many birds and mammals,” Mr Juniper said. 
Apparently, Bengal’s fishermen who have been complaining of a fast-dwindling catch have a point. 
— Jayanth Jacob
ALLAFRICA

Annan Visits Kenya 
The East African Standard (Nairobi) 
NEWS
July 8, 2004 
Posted to the web July 7, 2004 

By Francis Openda
Nairobi 
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan jetted into the country yesterday for a two-day visit, the first since President Kibaki and the Narc government assumed office. 

Accompanied by his wife, Nane, and top UN officials, Annan landed at the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport, Nairobi, aboard a Qatar Airways Boeing A310-300 at 10.56 am amid tight security from Kenyan and UN security personnel. 

Holding hands with his wife, Annan strode from the plane and was received by Foreign Affairs minister Ali Mwakwere and his Trade and Industry counterpart Dr Mukhisa Kituyi. 

Also at hand to meet the UN boss were the Unep executive director, Dr Klaus Toeffer, UN-Habitat executive director, Anna Tibaijuka and Nairobi Mayor Joe Aketch. 

They were driven from the airport to the Windsor Golf and Country Club from where they later proceeded to the UN Gigiri complex for a series of meetings. 

In the afternoon, Annan was hosted to a luncheon at Gigiri before going into a closed door meeting with Dr Toeffer. He later met Tibaijuka and completed the series of meetings with the UN's Political Affairs Representative to Somali, Ambassador Winston Tubman. 

Later he met the UN staff at the Gigiri complex before attending a roundtable meeting with civil society. 

Today the UN boss will be at State House, Nairobi, where he will hold talks with President Kibaki on the Somali and Sudan Peace process, in which Kenya plays a key role. 

Also at the meeting will be the Kenya negotiators in the Sudan and Somali peace talks General (Rtd) Lazarus Sumbeiywo and Bethwel Kiplagat respectively. 

Annan is later expected to hold a press briefing, after which he will be hosted to a luncheon by President Kibaki before departing in the afternoon. 

Mrs Annan will take time to meet slum children, visit the Kenya Network of Women with Aids in Eastleigh and later meet micro finance clients. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Greenwire
July 7, 2004 Wednesday

 MERCURY: U.S. OUTLINES DOMESTIC EFFORTS ON TOXIC POLLUTION TO UNITED NATIONS

BODY:


Darren Samuelsohn, Greenwire senior reporter

The Bush administration, in a submission sent last week to the United Nations' main environmental body, recommended continued international cooperation to address global emissions of mercury and other heavy metals.

The State Department-written letter stops short of calling for a legally binding international agreement to limit mercury pollution. Rather, the letter summarizes recent U.S. regulatory and non-regulatory efforts to control domestic mercury emissions. The submission includes a one-sentence description of the Bush administration's proposal to reduce mercury emissions from coal-fired power plants through a cap-and-trade program. It also notes U.S. EPA regulations to limit the release of mercury from chlor-alkali plants, industrial boilers and iron and steel foundries. 

The Bush administration filing, posted on the United Nations Web site earlier this week, is one of 15 submissions from participating governments sent to the world body. The United Nations Environment Programme's Governing Council, made up of 58 nations, is scheduled to meet next February in Nairobi to examine all of the recommendations and finalize its own findings on the global mercury issue.

The three Scandinavian countries of Denmark, Norway and Switzerland used their submissions to call for a legally binding plan to cut global mercury emissions, as well as other heavy metals such as lead and cadmium. Norway's submission said that international efforts on mercury could be addressed in similar fashion to the Stockholm Convention to limit persistent organic pollutants.

Mercury has become a top-tier issue for the United Nations' environment program over the last four years, with the United States providing more than half of the body's $2.2 million mercury-specific budget, according to Aase Tuxen, a scientific affairs officer at UNEP's chemicals unit in Geneva. Countries were called on in February 2003 to submit progress reports on any goals or national actions they had taken on the mercury issue.

In December 2002, the United Nations released a Global Mercury Assessment report dissecting the issue from an international perspective, offering the latest science behind the global transport of mercury emissions. The U.N. report noted that mercury is present throughout the world environment, is persistent and cycles around the planet and also has serious effects on public health and the environment.

Global transport of mercury has been a component of the U.S. debate on regulating domestic power plant emissions, with industry officials making the case that EPA regulations would do little to address the overall issue because U.S. utility pollution accounts for less than 1 percent of all emissions.

At a conference earlier this year in Washington, Leonard Levin of the Electric Power Research Institute provided a glimpse into the latest research on U.S. mercury emissions as they relate to global pollution generation (Greenwire, Feb. 19). Mercury deposition will continue to be a problem across much of the country even with EPA's new regulations, Levin said, pointing to one EPRI model that showed about 60 percent of the United States receives its mercury deposition from outside its borders.

According to Levin, Asia produces about half of the world's anthropogenic mercury emissions. Levin also cited a modelling report from the Journal of Geophysical Research which indicates that about 600 tons per year of mercury originates at low elevations along the Eastern China coast and has been tracked across the Pacific Ocean to North America. Levin provided similar findings last summer at a Senate Environment and Public Works Committee hearing on both mercury and climate change issues (E&E Daily, July 30, 2003).
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The Press Trust of India
July 7, 2004 Wednesday

Project to cut pollution in Western Indian ocean announced

DATELINE: United Nations, July 7

BODY:
Environment ministers meeting in Madagascar this week have agreed to an 11 million dollar project to cut pollution in the Western Indian Ocean through strengthening pollution laws, regulations and regional and national cooperation, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has reported.

The three-year project, funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the Government of Norway, will help eight East African countries devise action plans to curb sewage, chemicals and other pollutants coming from the land into the region's rivers and coastal waters. 

The Western Indian Ocean; one of the most wildlife-rich in the world with important mangrove forests, seagrass beds, lagoons and coral reefs; is thought to hold more than 11,000 species of plants and animals including such creatures as the dugong, a marine mammal believed to be the inspiration for sea-farers tales of mermaids, the coelacanth, a fossil fish, and more than a fifth of the world's tropical inshore fish species.

According to UNEP, some 30 million people in the five mainland countries of Kenya, Mozambique, Somalia, South Africa and Tanzania and on the islands of the Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Reunion and Seychelles, depend upon the area's marine and coastal resources for food, livelihoods and recreation.

The project was announced at the Fourth Conference of the Parties to the Nairobi Convention for the protection, management and development of the marine and coastal environment of the eastern African region.
__________________________________________________________________

ENS

Madrid Ivory Seizure Tip of the Illegally Traded Tusk 
HORSHAM, England, July 7, 2004 (ENS) - Customs authorities and police throughout the world are being asked to inform the Species Survival Network about any seizures of elephant ivory they have made over the past two years. The request is meant to provide governments meeting in October as Parties to the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) with accurate information to consider as they make decisions about the ivory trade. 

The urgent request came Monday from Will Travers, who chairs the Elephant Working Group of the Species Survival Network, an international coalition of 65 nongovernmental organizations committed to the strict enforcement of the CITES treaty. 

The seizure of three tons of illegal ivory by the Spanish Civil Guard's environmental branch Seprona on Friday prompted Travers to call on all customs agencies to report whatever seizures they have made since CITES last met in November 2002. 

"The success of the Spanish authorities in painstakingly tracing this massive haul of ivory from a much smaller amount confiscated last year indicates that all too often we merely see the tip of the tusk when it comes to the ivory trade," Travers said. 

Seprona began an investigation last year after seizing 240 pounds of elephant hair, some of which had been made into jewelry, the agency said Friday. 

They uncovered 3.4 tons of raw and worked ivory in a Madrid store. The store owner had a license to hold about half a ton, so Seprona seized the rest. "The ivory seized could have come from the sacrifice of more than 400 animals," the agency stated. 

[image: image24.jpg]


Will Travers discovers an elephant carcass left by ivory poachers. (Photo courtesy Born Free)
"Our fear is that while thousands of kilos of ivory may be seized, these seizures go unreported," said Travers, who also serves as CEO of the Born Free Foundation, a British wildlife conservation organization. 

Previous investigations carried out by the Species Survival Network (SSN) and published by the Born Free Foundation indicate that while confiscation of illegal ivory accounts for tens of thousands of kilos each year, this may be only 10 percent and 20 percent of the actual amount of ivory illegally traded. 

A CITES ban on international trade in elephant ivory has been in place since 1990, so any ivory that crosses international borders does so illegally. 

For the last five years the SSN Elephant Working Group has compiled a database of ivory seizures and poaching incidents with the cooperation and help of many Customs Authorities and Wildlife Enforcement Agencies around the world. This is part of an effort to build as accurate a picture as possible of the extent of the illegal trade in ivory. 

Travers said, "It's estimated that Africa's elephant population is half what it was 25 years ago and some people say that's an optimistic assessment. What we do know is that the survival of many of the continent's elephants is highly precarious." 

Elephant numbers appear to be stable in a few countries in Southern Africa, but Travers says the situation facing elephants in West and Central Africa is "particularly bleak." 

In countries with civil unrest or war such as Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo, both countries where elephants were once numerous, Travers fears "numbers may have fallen by up to 90 percent during the same time." 

"Of great concern are proposals to relax the current restrictions on trade in ivory that will be put forward at the next meeting of the 166 Parties to CITES due to meet in Bangkok, Thailand, this October," Travers said. "It's essential that delegates are given the facts so that they do not make ill-informed decisions that could hasten the further decline of elephant numbers both in Africa and Asia." 

Elephant tusks seized in Tokyo, Japan. (Photo courtesy TRAFFIC)
At their last meeting in Santiago, Chile in November 2002, Parties to the CITES treaty voted to allow one time ivory sales by Botswana, Namibia and South Africa in principle. The approvals are dependent on strict conditions for controlling the controversial sales, which the three countries have not yet been able to meet. 

The ivory is held in existing legal stockpiles that have been collected as elephants died of natural causes or as a result of government regulated problem animal control. 

Despite a postponement of the sale of ivory, if conditions set down by the CITES Standing Committee are met South Africa, Namibia and Botswana will be permitted to sell stockpiled ivory following CITES 2004. Conservationists, including Travers, fear that the poachers and smugglers will take advantage of the approved legal ivory trade to mask their illegal activities. 

They are circulating a petition calling for a total ban on the sale of ivory. 

At the upcoming CITES 2004 meeting in Bangkok, Namibia is proposing that in addition to the 10,000 kilograms of ivory it has approval in principle to sell, that it be allowed an annual export quota of 2,000 kg of raw ivory, trade in worked ivory products for commercial purposes, and trade in elephant leather and hair goods for commercial purposes. 

South Africa is seeking approval to allow trade in elephant leather goods for commercial purposes. 

Elephants in Namibia (Photo courtesy Manal Abdel Dayem and Cord A. Müller)
In its preliminary assessment of the Namibian proposal, the CITES Secretariat said June 14, "The Namibian population of the African elephant cannot be characterized as being small, it does not have a restricted area of distribution, nor has there been any decline in the number of individuals in the wild." 

The Secretariat recognized that Namibian would accumulate the ivory for the annual sale it is seeking "from natural and management-related mortalities." The Secretariat said it would take approximately 307 elephants - around 2.7 percent of the current population - to supply the 2,000 kg Namibia wants to sell each year. 

As the Secretariat attempted to calculate the impact of the annual export quota Namibia proposes, it cited estimates of the amount of Namibian ivory seized in the illegal trade, but was not able to draw firm conclusions about the exact amount seized. This is reason for Travers' request that customs agencies come forward with any information they may have about ivory seizures. 

Travers asks that anyone with information about seizures of elephant ivory contact him at: will@bornfree.org.uk 

The 13th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to CITES will be held at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Centre, Bangkok, Thailand, from October 2 to 14. 

The Secretariat said June 14 that the Conference of the Parties "has recognized that the nature of the trade in African elephant products necessitates a wider dialogue with other range States of the species." 

The sixth Dialogue meeting of African elephant range States is scheduled to be held in Bangkok from September 28 to 30. The Secretariat said that its final opinion on the Namibian and South African proposals for trade in elephant parts "will be informed by the views expressed at that meeting and any conclusions that it draws."

The Idaho Mountain Express

Wednesday, July 7, 2004
Site lists humans as endangered
Sun Valley Web site focuses on endangered species 

By GREG STAHL
Express Staff Writer
A new, locally based Internet site that focuses on endangered species gives Homo sapiens, sometimes called people, an early warning designation.

"It may be that the species are caught in a chemical and heavy metal trap that already is affecting human sperm count," said Max Casebeau, director of the Sun Valley-based Center for Environmental Education.

The organization announced last week that it is posting a new Internet site called Endangered Species Early Warning at www.esew.org. According to Casebeau, the addition will make his organization’s Internet offerings the largest in the United States.

Casbeau said the center decided to list the human family as a candidate for an early warning designation, principally because of chemical contamination of oceans, lakes, rivers and streams.

But the focus is considerably larger than that, and the effort is about more than alarming people.

The new informational database, which was planed to be online by Friday, July 2, but fell behind schedule, focuses on eight classes of species in North America that Casebeau said are in danger. It integrates the information with habitat and watershed data.

Species will be listed by threatened, endangered and extinct categories. They will also be listed by state and by ecosystem. 

According to Casebeau, it will be the only Internet site aimed at relating habitat status to threatened and endangered species. 

The United Nations Environment Programme, an organization devoted to improving quality of life without compromising that of future generations, estimates 150 species per day are going extinct, up from a 100 species per day 10 years ago. 

"This new Web site will call attention to the situation for threatened and endangered species, and may provide the time needed for those species to recover before it’s too late. Endangered Species Act listings are usually too late" Casebeau said. 

Casebeau’s organization has been maintaining America’s Threatened Streams and Restoration Strategies, an Internet site that focuses on the country’s water bodies, for years at www.wcei.org.

The Center for Environmental Education claims that it connects with hundreds of middle schools, 12,000 high schools and junior colleges, and 3,400 colleges and universities all over the United States as part of its outreach effort. The organization has been on the Internet since 1992, pioneering Internet environmental education. 

CEEI has been nominated three times for having the most important environmental Web site in the country.

__________________________________________________________________________ [image: image19.png]



The Washington Times

6 July 2004

Rwandans destroy mountain gorilla habitat
[image: image20.png]



Virunga National Park, Democratic Republic of Congo, Jul. 6 (UPI) -- Nearly 6,000 farmers have moved into Virunga National Park in less than a month, deforesting 6 square miles of one of only two mountain gorilla habitats.

The park is home to over half of the world's 700 mountain gorillas, and the Wildlife Conservation Society reports people -- mostly from Rwanda -- are moving in and destroying the forested ecosystem, a development that offsets reports earlier this year the mountain gorilla population had risen 17 percent.

The Virunga Volcano ecosystem, which supports the gorillas, is only 164 square miles in area, with cleared areas already being used for agriculture and livestock.

"Park authorities from both the Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda have given the world a fine example of how to conserve wildlife over the past 30 years in the most challenging of circumstances," Andrew Plumptre, director of WCS's Albertine Rift Program, said in a statement. "But they need outside support more now than ever."

The WCS, along with the World Wildlife Fund and Zoological Society of London, are urging both governments to step up their conservation efforts. The organizations are concerned particularly about allegations the deforestation was encouraged by wealthy Rwandans who paid for land to be cleared. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

08 July 2004

UN in the news

Annan's wife to champion Africa's quest for sanitation

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - UN Secretary General Kofi Annan's wife, Nane, has pledged to help push forward Africa's quest for adequate water and sanitation facilities in urban areas through top level advocacy and constantly reminding world leaders of their commitment to the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Speaking in Nairobi while accompanying her husband during a two- day working tour, Mrs. Annan revealed that she has been involved in high-profile negotiations with world leaders to ensure the global poverty reduction goals are met. Mrs. Annan, who was among top executives representing various UN Agencies, including the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP), UN-Habitat, was speaking after she was entertained by Nairobi's Sai Amboseli primary School children drawn from the Kawangware slums, 12 km west of the Kenyan capital. The children, aged 12-14, presented songs, sitcoms and poems focusing on slum life in Nairobi, an epitome of the growing cities urbanization crisis, to an audience which included Annan, UN-Habitat's Executive Director Anna Tibaijuka and UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer and his wife. In their poems, the children decried the scarce sanitation facilities in slums, the escalating environmental degradation and the indiscriminate cutting of trees under a catch phrase, "Africa-Africa, Hope and Aspirations for a Safe Water Environment." "My husband would have liked to stay longer and listen to these kind of things. This is something he has been involved in for along time," Mrs. Annan said. She added: "Leaders have decided to work together to make sure that water and sanitation facilities are available to all and that is why we have been talking with them to deliver on these pledges." The UN-Habitat has been implementing a cities Values-Based Water Education programme in schools in Cote d'Ivoire, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Senegal and Zambia, officials said. The initiative, which is part of Habitat's water for African Cities Programme, is being implemented through a coalition concept between urban city councils, various ministries of education affiliates and non-governmental organizations, according to the UN-Habitat executive director.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng048431&dte=07/07/2004
General Environment News

Rwanda: Fire Destroys One-Third of Kagera National Park

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: One-third of Rwanda's Kagera National Park has been destroyed by wild fires that broke out four days ago, an official of the country's wildlife agency told IRIN on Wednesday. "Fortunately, the fire is now under control. We are doing everything possible to stop it before the end of today," Fidel Ruzinganekwe, the Executive Director of the Rwanda Wildlife Agency, told IRIN on Wednesday. He attributed the cause of the fires to the dry season and poachers, who, after killing wild animals, roast them within the park. Ruzinganekwe said the agency had sought support from local residents, the police and the army in extinguishing the fire. The Kagera National Park, a vast tract in the east of the country, is home to wildlife such as antelopes, zebras, giraffes and elephants, as well as a significant number of bird species.

Meanwhile, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) reported this week that over the last two months, 1,500 ha of prime mountain gorilla habitat had been cleared by illegal settlers in Rwanda's Virunga National Park, a World Heritage Site in northwestern Rwanda, according to evidence uncovered by the Congolese Institute for the Conservation of Nature, one of WWF's partners. Since April, convoys of people from Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo have destroyed large tracts of the park, home to mountain gorillas and other endangered species, to create agricultural and pastoral land. According to WWF, encroachment into the habitat had reduced the mountain gorillas' breeding area and limited their access to sources of food.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200407070629.html
Environment: EU Launches Book On African Rainforests

Inter Press Service (Johannesburg): Besides holding one of the most difficult jobs in the European Union, president of the European Commission Romano Prodi has penned his support for a new book 'Forests of Central Africa, Nature and Man' by Jean Pierre Vande Weghe. The book was launched in Brussels Tuesday (Jul. 6). Recognizing the global importance of central Africa's tropical forests, the European Commission, the European Union (EU) executive, launched several major regional initiatives to support forest conservation and management in 1992. The book, which was written with the support of the European Commission, is based on the experience and knowledge gained in the framework of these programmes. It describes the origins and main characteristics of the African tropical forests, their dynamics and ways of functioning. A summary of the present state of the forests is given, and perspectives are suggested, emphasizing the sustained support, which is needed to ensure the survival of the forests. The dense humid forests of central Africa represent the second largest block of rainforest left on earth - second only to the Amazon forest in Latin America. The forests, which stretch over about 670,000 square kilometres of the Congo, Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Equatorial Guinea and Gabon, are among the richest wilderness areas on earth in terms of biodiversity. Over 10,000 plant species occur there, of which 40 percent are found only in the sub- region. Fauna is also abundant and varied, with some 263-mammal species, including large mammals such as forest elephant, guerillas and chimpanzees. The book outlines the challenges facing the forests.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200407070007.html
 ROAP Media Update – 08 July 2004
UN or UNEP in the news

Bay watch for dead zones
The Statesman, India , July 7. — Studies have shown that the Bay of Bengal is now susceptible to dead zones — oxygen-starved marine areas devoid of any form of life. And yes, that includes fish, the staple food in these parts. 
Though the latest report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) did not mention any site in the Bay of Bengal in its list of 150 dead zones in seas and oceans across the globe, analysis based on the data of the West Bengal forest department shows these ecological disaster spots developing in the Bay of Bengal too.
Dr Gautam Kumar Sen, deputy director, School of Oceanography Studies, Jadavpur University, who analysed the data collected by the forest department, said: “There are pockets in the Bay of Bengal that show a considerable decline in oxygen level and nutrients essential for any form of life.” The pockets spotted include the eastern part of Sagar Island and the Matla-Saptamukhi junction. “But we’ve to constantly monitor the situation as dead zones do not ‘occur’ all of a sudden,” he said and added that the present situation at these two sites indicated there had definitely been a “perceptible decline of oxygen”. 
http://www.thestatesman.net/page.news.php?clid=1&theme=&usrsess=1&id=47849 

UN urges action after gorilla habitat destroyed
Sun Network, India, July 7, 2004 - http://www.sunnetwork.org/news/science/science.asp?id=5405 
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UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –8 July 2004


UN and UNEP in the news

Project launched to eliminate pollution in western Indian Ocean: UNEP

Xinhuanet 2004-07-06

A project aimed at eliminating pollution in western Indian Ocean has been announced at a meeting of environment ministers in Madagascan capital Antananarivo, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said Tuesday. The three-year project, entitled Addressing Land Based Activities in the Western Indian Ocean Region, covers eight east African countries -- the Comoros, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, the Seychelles, South Africa and Tanzania. The project will help the eight countries devise action plans to curb sewage, chemicals and other pollutants coming from the land into the region's rivers and coastal waters, according to UNEP. Enditem 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-07/06/content_1578545.htm
General Environment News
More funds needed to fight sewage pollution
China Daily 2004-07-08

Urban sewage has surpassed industrial waste as China's biggest water polluter, and over 60 per cent of the country's 660 cities are still without urban sewage treatment facilities. Among the 2,418 projects designed for water pollution control, only 777 have been completed and 673 are under way. The rest, or 40 per cent, have not even been launched. Even among the completed ones, some are left unused due to the lack of facilities such as a sewage collection pipe network. More funds must be allocated for the construction of treatments facilities and to get the completed ones operating at full capacity. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-07/08/content_346553.htm

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –7 July  2004 

www.tierramerica.net
	'Narco' Land for Agrarian Reform 

	



By Yadira Ferrer*
More than 100,000 hectares of land seized from drug traffickers in Colombia will be used for sustainable farming initiatives. Thousands of families displaced by the decades of civil war violence stand to benefit.
BOGOTA - The Colombian government has seized more than 100,000 hectares from narco-traffickers and will hand it over to peasant farmers and displaced families as part of a process being described as ''a new agrarian reform''. 

The program is to unfold over the next four years, with the land expropriated from traffickers by the National Narcotics Directorate (DNE), and another 40,000 hectares that the government has purchased, Héctor Hernández, advisor to the Colombian Institute for Social Development (INCODER), told Tierramérica. 

Two hundred thousand hectares have been seized from illegal drug traffickers, according to DNE director Alfonso Plazas. 

Annulment of ownership and administrative expropriation of illicitly acquired land and goods is included in Colombia's new Land Act, which parliament passed in December. 

The beneficiaries -- poor peasant farmers and families displaced by the violence of civil war -- will receive a subsidy limited to the value of the land they receive, and financing that can be as much as 30 percent of the value of the productive projects they propose. 

''It is an agrarian reform with strong follow-up so that the farmers are truly able to get their products to the international markets,'' Agriculture Minister Carlos Cano said on May 27 in the ceremonies handing over the first parcels of land: 560 hectares that belonged to drug trafficker Jairo Correa were passed on to 61 families in La Dorada, in the central-western department of Caldas. 

The recipients set up a cooperative to develop farming and livestock projects. 

''We have known each other for 20 years. Our families worked the farms when they were the property of Jairo Correa, and we continued to work them when they were in government hands, with the hope that some day they might be ours,'' said a farmer who asked not to be identified. 

A second hand-over -- 2,800 hectares -- is scheduled for July in the southern department of Caquetá. More land will be distributed in the southwestern departments of Nariño, Cauca and Valle del Cauca, in Boyacá and Caldas in the central region, and Santander in the north. 

''We are convinced that if we have real support we can successfully carry out our farming initiatives,'' Carlos Suárez, a farmer in the village of Milán, in Caquetá, told Tierramérica. He hopes to be one of the beneficiaries of this month's land distribution. 

''Ten years ago I presented a request to INCORA (Colombian Agrarian Reform Institute, now INCODER) so that I could have my own land,'' says Suárez, who has worked since he was a teenager on a farm that pays less than the monthly minimum wage (less than 130 dollars). 

The Alvaro Uribe government's policy to subsidize the purchase of land is innovative and deserves support, says specialist Stephen Suhner, author of a book on the topic, sponsored by the United Nations Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD). 

Swiss-born Suhner says it is the obligation of the state to seize private property that has been acquired through drug trafficking or other crimes and to put that land at the service of the farming communities who have not had the wherewithal to own property themselves. 

The Colombian farmers are very efficient at production, and have made a place for themselves in the national and international markets, but their greatest limiting factor has continued to be lack of land, says the researcher. 

Another problem, says Suhner, is that in many cases the state has failed to provide complementary supports, such as low-interest loans, technical assistance and a broad-based agrarian reform. 

It is not known precisely how much land the drug traffickers, leftist guerrillas and right-wing paramilitaries possess, but it is clear to some analysts that these illegal groups carried out ''another agrarian reform'' over the past three decades of civil war, using intimidation to appropriate land from the families that today are among the millions of displaced Colombians. 

According to ARLAC, the Latin American Refugees Association, 2.5 million Colombian peasants out of a national population of 44 million have been dispossessed of their land and forced to migrate to the cities. And 0.2 percent of the population owns almost one-half of the country's productive land. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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*
Sudan: Annan urges Security Council to adopt resolution on Darfur crisis

*
Security Council says it will step up pressure on Sudanese Government

*
Annan holds West African mini-summit over Côte d’Ivoire deadlock

*
Security Council urges steps to pave way for Central African Republic elections

*
US reports transferring nuclear material out of Iraq, UN atomic agency says

*
Diplomatic Quartet members meet with Palestinian leaders in Ramallah

*
ICC assigns cases on DR of Congo, northern Uganda to pre-trial chambers

*
Donations to fight AIDS pandemic rising – UN study

*
Annan blasts use of gender-based violence as weapon in Africa’s wars

*
Women’s anti-discrimination panel kicks off session at UN with focus on Spain

*
Hundreds of refugees return to assess home villages in DR of Congo – UN agency

*
Annan mourns passing of Austrian President Thomas Klestil

*
UN meeting looks to fight spam globally

*
Annan hails Caribbean Community as a model for regional cooperation

* * * *
Sudan

7 July – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged the Security Council to adopt a resolution as soon as possible to help bring an end to the deadly violence and ethnic displacement wracking Sudan’s Darfur region, while the top United Nations humanitarian official described the relief effort as “a logistical nightmare.”

In a private briefing by satellite link from Nairobi, Kenya, where he is continuing the African leg of an official trip, Mr. Annan informed the Council about what he observed during his visit last week to Sudan and neighbouring Chad.

He described the situation in Chad as “totally intolerable,” according to UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland, who accompanied Mr. Annan to Sudan and Chad, and briefed the Council separately in New York today.

The Secretary-General told the Council’s 15 members that he wants a resolution as soon as possible – and with as much as concrete detail as possible – to help ensure that armed, government-allied Janjaweed militias stop attacking villages and killing and raping civilians, Mr. Egeland told reporters.

The Emergency Relief Coordinator also warned of a potentially massive death toll if Khartoum does not take steps to end the fighting with two rebel groups and to disarm and demobilize the mainly Arab militias.

“It is so vulnerable now that if there is an outbreak of renewed fighting, the whole programme of our humanitarian lifeline will fold immediately, and hundreds of thousands of people may die,” he said.

Before Mr. Annan departed Sudan on Saturday, the Government and the UN issued a joint communiqué in which Khartoum pledged to undertake a series of measures, including disarming the militias, bringing the perpetrators of human rights abuses to justice and removing any obstacles to humanitarian access.

For months UN agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have complained of restrictions hampering their attempts to bring relief to Darfur’s internally displaced, who are now estimated to have swelled in number to 1.2 million. Between 150,000 and 200,000 refugees have fled to Chad and at least 800,000 other people need emergency food aid.

Welcoming the promised removal of those obstacles, Mr. Egeland said that humanitarian workers still need better security and more funding to do their work. UN agencies and NGOs have reported this week that military officials have searched some aid workers and looted their possessions.

Funding also presents a problem. UN agencies have received less than $140 million of the $350 million they say is the minimum needed to provide food rations, clean water, sanitation and other relief supplies to 2 million people until at least the end of this year. Trucks, helicopters and airplanes to transport food are also required.

“It is a logistical nightmare for us to help them…[and] it would be ironic now, when we have access finally, that we would be unable to save lives because we only have 40 per cent of what we’ve asked for,” Mr. Egeland said.

Meanwhile, humanitarian agencies say the depletion of firewood around the dozens of camps for internally displaced people in Darfur is forcing women to travel further away from the relative safety of the camps to collect wood for cooking. Many women say they are reluctant to travel far because of the threat of rapes and other violent assaults by the Janjaweed.

UN spokesperson Marie Okabe said humanitarian agencies have also begun reporting outbreaks of fighting in north Darfur between the government troops and the militias.

At the Abu Shouk camp in north Darfur, aid workers are now providing relief to the several thousand people who were relocated from another camp last week without warning by Sudanese authorities.

In a separate development, Ms. Okabe said Mr. Annan met with UN staff in Nairobi today and is also scheduled to hold talks with Kenyan President Mwai Kabaki.

* * *

Sudan

7 July – The United Nations Security Council today called for “sustained pressure” on the Sudanese Government to find a solution to the humanitarian crisis engulfing the Darfur region and reserved the right to take tougher action if Khartoum does not match its commitments to end the human rights abuses and restrictions on aid workers.

The Council’s 15 members also said they would consider adopting a resolution on Sudan “in the coming days” after receiving a briefing today on the situation by Secretary-General Kofi Annan – by satellite link from Kenya – and other senior UN officials.

In remarks to reporters, the Council’s President for July, Ambassador Mihnea Ioan Motoc of Romania, said it wanted to pressure the Sudanese Government to try “to promote progress” in Darfur, where Government-allied Arab militias, known as the Janjaweed, have driven more than a million people from their home villages since last year in a wave of ethnic displacement.

He said the Council was disturbed by the reports emerging from Darfur, an impoverished region in Sudan’s west that is the size of France.

Civilians have told UN agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) that the Janjaweed have burned their homes, killed or raped their relatives and driven them away in attacks targeting the region’s black African inhabitants.

But Ambassador Motoc hailed last Saturday’s pledge by Khartoum, which followed Mr. Annan’s three-day visit to Sudan and Chad and talks with Sudanese officials, to take action to lift all restrictions on humanitarian access and to punish those who have violated human rights.

“We have appreciated and welcomed a joint communiqué…and welcome the commitments contained therein,” he said.

Ambassador Motoc said the Council is currently studying a draft resolution and could vote on it within days. He said further action depended on whether the Sudanese Government was meeting the targets and promises it made Saturday.

Mr. Motoc also praised the role of the African Union, which has offered to deploy ceasefire monitors and to help mediate a solution to the conflict between Khartoum, the militias and two Darfur rebel groups.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

7 July – West African leaders at a meeting convened by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan have decided to bring the parties in Côte d’Ivoire together later this month in a bid to break the impasse in that country, a UN spokesperson reported today.

Leaders of nine West African States holding talks last night in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, voiced concern about the stalemate in Côte d’Ivoire, spokesperson Marie Okabe said.

Speaking to reporters after the mini-summit, the Secretary-General said preparations would be made so that the 29 June meeting in Accra, Ghana, “will be concrete, constructive and we should be able to leave…with sure and real achievements.”

The Security Council has authorized a peacekeeping operation for Côte d’Ivoire with nearly 7,000 UN personnel to monitor the country’s comprehensive ceasefire agreement.

A Security Council delegation visiting the West African country last month asked President Laurent Gbagbo and Prime Minister Seydou Elimane Diarra why national reconciliation was running into obstacles.

The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has established an Independent Commission of Inquiry to investigate claims of serious human rights violations between mid-September 2002 and the signing of the Linas-Marcoussis peace agreement in January 2003.

An earlier report on alleged atrocities committed during demonstrations in the major city, Abidjan, and the capital, Yamoussoukro, was issued late last March.

* * *

Central African Republic

7 July – Members of the United Nations Security Council today called for steps to consolidate stability in the Central African Republic (CAR) and pave the way for free elections scheduled to take place there next year.

Following closed-door consultations, the Council President, Ambassador Mihnea Ioan Motoc of Romania, read a statement on behalf of the members hailing “the positive evolution of the political situation in the Central African Republic and the progress made in the economic and financial fields.”

They also welcomed “the various steps taken in the political field, in particular the establishment of the mixed and independent electoral commission that represents an important step towards the restoration of constitutional legality,” he said.

The statement came after the Council was briefed on the situation in the country by Gen. Lamine Cissé, the Representative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan. The UN has a peace-building mission, known by its French acronym BONUCA, which has been in the CAR since February 2000 when it took over from a UN peacekeeping mission. The intervention was a response to the CAR’s recent history of instability and violence.

In his press statement, the Council President outlined a number of steps to be taken by the country’s authorities, with the “top priority” being free, transparent and democratic presidential and legislative elections at the beginning of 2005.

Council members also urged the authorities “to facilitate the greater involvement of Central African women in the electoral transition process which is underway.”

They urged the CAR authorities “to do everything possible to fight against human rights violations,” Ambassador Motoc said, calling for the continued restructuring of the country’s defence and security forces.

On external help for the process, Council members hailed the “considerable efforts” made by the Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC) and called on the international community to provide the necessary assistance to ensure the success of the transitional process.

Looking at the broader regional context, Council members voiced concern about how the crisis in Darfur, Sudan, could impact the CAR, and called for international support for plans by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to provide assistance.

* * *

Iraq

7 July – Relaying information received from Washington, the head of the United Nations atomic watchdog agency has told the Security Council that the United States transferred nuclear material out of Iraq last month.

In a letter to the Security Council released today, the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohamed ElBaradei, says the US Government advised him of the planned transfer on 19 June, citing “security concerns.”

The US “requested IAEA to keep the information about the intended transfer confidential for the same security reasons,” the letter notes.

On 30 June, Washington informed the IAEA that the transfer of some nuclear material stored at “Location C” – an area previously referred to by the Agency as a nuclear material storage facility near the Tuwaitha complex south of Baghdad – had taken place a week earlier.

According to the letter, “the transferred material consisted of low enriched uranium in the form of approximately 1.8 tons of uranium enriched to 2.6 per cent in uranium-235, as well as some additional 3 kilograms of uranium of various low enrichments.”

Mr. ElBaradei notes that this material is now under US jurisdiction and control, while what remains at Location C is “mostly natural uranium, some depleted uranium and some low-enriched uranium waste” subject to IAEA monitoring and verification.

The US Government also informed the Agency that approximately 1,000 highly radioactive sources, most of them previously stored at Location C, were also transferred to the US, the letter states.

* * *
Middle East

7 July – Envoys from the United Nations, United States, European Union and Russian Federation emphasized their support for a lasting solution to the Middle East conflict during meetings today with senior Palestinian officials in Ramallah.

In a statement following talks with Prime Minister Ahmad Qurei, the so-called Quartet also emphasized the importance of creating a climate conducive to advancing peace. “The Palestinian Authority must make progress on its security-related obligations under the Road Map,” the group said, referring to a peace plan aimed at achieving a two-State solution by 2005.

Quartet members called for concrete steps on the ground – “and not passivity” – by the Palestinian Authority in order to revive the Road Map and seize the opportunity represented by Israel’s initiative to withdraw from Gaza.

Voicing appreciation for Egypt’s help in this process, the Quartet said it “stands ready to further those efforts and urges the Palestinian Authority to do its part by moving decisively to fulfil its security commitments.”

During their talks, the envoys reviewed the humanitarian situation in the West Bank and Gaza, according to the statement.

“The Quartet remains committed to working with a responsible and accountable Palestinian Authority in pursuit of internal reform and a just, lasting solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict,” the members said, reminding all sides “to act in a manner necessary to achieve our common goal.”

Attending the session today were the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed-Larsen, US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State David Satterfield, European Union Special Representative Marc Otte and Russian Ambassador Alexander Kalugin.

* * *

ICC

7 July – The International Criminal Court (ICC) has assigned its first two cases – dealing with conflicts in northern Uganda and throughout the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) – to its pre-trial chambers to decide on their merits.

The Court’s President, Judge Philippe Kirsch, issued the assignments Monday after receiving a letter last month from Chief Prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo describing his office’s investigations into the two conflicts.

Mr. Moreno Ocampo said his office had informed the Ugandan authorities, concerned about the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), that it must interpret the scope of their referral “consistently with the principles of the Rome Statute,” which established the Court. “Hence we are analyzing crimes within the situation of northern Uganda by whomever committed.”

The Prosecutor’s letter went on to say that his office was still conducting analysis and seeking additional information to support a determination on the situation in northern Uganda.

As for the situation in the DRC, “I have determined that there is a reasonable basis to initiate an investigation,” Mr. Moreno Ocampo wrote.

The Hague-based ICC, the world’s first permanent war crimes tribunal, comprises three chambers in its pre-trial division, each composed of one to three judges with predominantly criminal trial experience.

According to the Court’s procedures, after receiving information that a crime within the ICC’s jurisdiction has been committed, the Prosecutor may seek additional information from various appropriate and reliable sources. However, the pre-trial chamber must agree with the Prosecutor’s finding that a case has sufficient merit before authorizing investigations to be conducted.

The ICC was established on 1 July 2002, more than 50 years after the idea of a permanent international war crimes court was widely discussed in connection with the Nuremberg and Tokyo trials of World War II offenders.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

7 July – A day after issuing a report showing that last year’s infection rate of HIV/AIDS worldwide was the highest ever, the United Nations today released figures demonstrating a clear trend toward rising financial donations to fight the pandemic.

The latest definitive figures combing the aid efforts of major bilateral and multilateral donors show an allocation of $2.2 billion in 2002 to control and combat the disease in the developing world, according to a new study by the joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and the Organization for Economic Development and Cooperation (OECD) Development Assistance Committee (DAC).

Bilateral aid rose steadily from $822 million in 2000 to $1.1 billion in 2001 and $1.35 billion in 2002 – a 64 per cent increase over three years. Multilateral aid rose from $314 million in 2000 to $460 million in 2002, and total contributions to the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria reached $917 million by the end of 2002, 60 per cent of which will target HIV/AIDS.

The report – Analysis of aid in support of HIV/AIDS control, 2000-2002 – presents the first comprehensive overview of aid allocations to AIDS activities by donor and recipient countries and is being released in advance of the 15th International AIDS conference to be held in Bangkok, Thailand, from 11 to 16 July.

The United States was the largest bilateral donor averaging $793 million per year in 2000-2002, followed by the United Kingdom at $337 million, Japan at $161 million and the Netherlands at $135 million. The International Development Association of the World Bank was the largest multilateral donor with $237 million, followed by UNAIDS with $88 million and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) with $44 million.

Between 2000 and 2002 donors worked in 140 recipient countries, concentrating the majority of their efforts on 25 countries – 10 of them in sub-Saharan Africa. In total, 75 per cent of all funds related to combating AIDS was allocated to Africa. Nigeria was the largest overall recipient with $91 million per year, followed by Kenya with $61 million, Uganda with $53 million and Zambia with $43 million.

The “2004 Report on the Global AIDS Epidemic” released by UNAIDS yesterday showed that an estimated 4.8 million people became newly infected with HIV in 2003, more than in any one year before.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

7 July – Underscoring the vital importance of Africa’s women for economic development, fighting HIV/AIDS and achieving peace, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has lambasted the use of sexual and gender-based violence as a weapon of war in the continent’s conflicts.

“Every effort must be made to halt this odious practice, and bring the perpetrators to justice,” Mr. Annan told an African Union (AU) Session on Gender in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, yesterday, noting that such violence had reached “almost epidemic proportions” in parts the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), and in the Darfur region of Sudan.

“I urge African States to do everything they can to translate into reality the objectives of United Nations Security Council resolution 1325 on women, peace and security – and to do so without delay,” he declared, referring to the October 2000 resolution aimed at enhancing the role of women in preventing conflict, promoting peace and assisting in post-conflict reconstruction within UN operations. 

Mr. Annan noted that in the past year alone, Africa’s women “have made great strides forward” and he congratulated the AU on electing five women out of a total of 10 commissioners.

“Increasingly, Africans understand that their continent cannot develop unless its women exercise real power – in the home, in the local community, in the nation, and in the Union itself,” he added.

Stressing the “devastating obstacle to development” posed by HIV/AIDS and its “increasing and terrifying toll on Africa’s women,” he underlined the indispensable part they had to play in all aspects of the struggle against the disease.

“No less important is recognition of the role of women in the work for peace and security,” he declared. “Time and again, women have played a constructive and essential part in peace processes.

“They are gradually finding a place at the negotiating table, in the implementation of peace agreements, in post-conflict rehabilitation, reconstruction and disarmament,” he added. “It is high time they were included in those processes in a more formalized way, at all levels and at all stages.”

* * * 
Women

7 July – Experts monitoring international compliance with the world’s foremost treaty on women’s rights have opened a three-week session at United Nations Headquarters in New York.

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women today began its review of Spain’s report on action taken to implement the treaty, which now has 177 States parties.

Other countries to be examined during the session, which opened on Tuesday, include Angola, Latvia, Malta, Bangladesh, the Dominican Republic, Equatorial Guinea and Argentina.

The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women provides for equality between women and men in the enjoyment of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. The Committee is mandated to consider reports from the pact’s States parties and to make suggestions and general recommendations in response.

* * * 

DR of Congo

7 July – Hundreds of refugees from the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) have been returning to their villages from neighbouring countries to examine conditions with a view to repatriation, the United Nations refugee agency said today.

“Most of the returnees are women who leave their families in Burundi, crossing back into the DRC to assess the situation in their villages and to check on their property. They say they plan to report back to their families in Burundi before planning their return,” the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said.

Some 300 people, including students who are scheduled to take final exams, have returned home since 1 July. Another 500 have said they are ready to return, but UNHCR has cautioned them that health facilities and schools in the area are badly damaged “and the military tends to harass and steal from the local population.”

Businesspeople have been travelling regularly to and from Kamanyola, nonetheless, especially on market days, according to the agency.

Meanwhile, the central Government in Kinshasa has reportedly asked the authorities in Uvira and Kamanyola to give away the jobs of government employees who do not return home soon, UNHCR said.

Small numbers of Congolese have continued to flee tensions in the South Kivu region and have crossed into Burundi, saying they were afraid of being caught up in conflict between national troops and rebels.

* * *

Austria

7 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today paid tribute to the memory of Thomas Klestil, the Austrian President who died on Tuesday just days before completing his term.

A UN spokesman in New York issued a statement remembering Mr. Klestil as “an outstanding statesman and diplomat’ who represented Austria at the United Nations from 1978 to 1982. Mr. Klestil was elected President 10 years later.

Mr. Annan hailed Mr. Klestil for his “tireless” efforts to strengthen Austria’s relations with other European countries and the international community.

“During his 12 years of dedicated service as President of his country, Mr. Klestil earned the respect of his people and of the many world leaders he met in Austria or abroad,” the spokesman said.

The statement also conveyed Mr. Annan’s condolences to President Klestil’s family and to the Government and people of Austria.

The Austrian President was 71 when he suffered a heart attack two days shy of completing his second six-year term.

* * *

Internet

7 July – Seeking to head off abuses of the Internet and other digital services, officials from government, consumer groups and civil society gathered today in Geneva for a United Nations meeting on fighting the scourge of unwanted electronic junk mail, or “spam.”

According to the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the UN’s agency for coordinating global telecom networks and services, “spam has grown into one of the major plagues affecting the digital world,” threatening to clog e-mail as well as mobile and instant messaging services with hundreds of millions of unwanted messages each day.

The spamming also results in annual losses to productivity in Europe and the United States of more than $10 billion.

The electronic junk mail ranges from commercial advertising and offensive material to messages that support fraudulent and criminal activities, with service providers, businesses and recipients bearing significant financial costs, ITU says.

The meeting on spam runs through Friday and is part of preparations for the second phase of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), to be held in November 2005 in Tunisia.

Last December in Geneva, the Summit’s first phase identified spam as a potential threat to the full use of digital services and described it as “a significant and growing problem for users, networks and the Internet as a whole.”

Discussions this week among Internet service providers, software companies and government regulators are expected to focus on the scope of the problem, technical solutions, education and awareness, legislation and enforcement, and international cooperation.

* * *

CARICOM

7 July – The Caribbean Community (CARICOM) is a model of how close cooperation can enhance economic growth and promote better relations among countries, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message to CARICOM leaders meeting this week in Grenada.

Mr. Annan said the emerging collaboration of CARICOM’s 15 members on many issues of joint interest should inspire all regions, especially islands and coastal nations, about the potential benefits to their economies and to greater harmony among nations.

“It can be instrumental in bringing about the peace and stability and attaining the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),” he added, referring to the eight targets adopted at a UN summit in 2000. The MDGs include pledges to halve extreme poverty and to slash child and maternal mortality rates by 2015.

The Secretary-General urged CARICOM to channel that spirit of cooperation into tackling the scourge of HIV/AIDS. One of the MDGs is a promise to halt the epidemic’s spread.

“The Caribbean has some of the highest rates of HIV infection in the world, and the epidemic is taking a devastating toll on development,” he said in the message, which was delivered on Monday by Anwarul K. Chowdhury, High Representative for the Least Developed, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States.

CARICOM’s Conference of Heads of Government began on Sunday and finishes tomorrow.

* *** *

____________________________________________________________
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