[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Friday, 12 September  2003



Other Environment-related News

· Reuters - Over 700 Threatened Species Not Protected - Study
· BBC - No protection for many threatened species
·  BBC -  UK enlists world's help to predict climate
· Anna Lindh - Inspirational, un-spun politician
· Dawn Internet Edition - EU reneges on pledge to poor countries 

· Dawn - Equity-based global trading system urged: Pakistan minister's address at WTO 

· VOA News - World Trade Organization ministers are still trying to reconcile differences over farm subsidies

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of 11 September 2003
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 11 September 2003
BBC

September 11, 2003, Thursday

Japan, UN Environment Programme set up regional office

      SOURCE: Kyodo News Service, Tokyo, in English 1118 gmt 11 Sep 03

      BODY:

      Text of report in English by Japanese news agency Kyodo

      Tokyo, 11 September: Japan and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) have reached an agreement to

      set up a regional coordination office in Toyama to promote an action plan to help preserve the marine

      environments of the Sea of Japan and the Yellow Sea, a senior Foreign Ministry official said Thursday 11

      September .

      The office, aimed at promoting the Northwest Pacific Action Plan (NOWPAP), will be established after the

      Japanese cabinet endorses the agreement next week, the official said. 

      Another regional office will also be set up in Pusan, South Korea, the official said.

      The action plan was agreed on in 1994 by China, Japan, South Korea and Russia to help preserve the marine

      environment in Northeast Asia.

      The decision to establish the offices in Toyama and Pusan was originally made in December 2000 at the

      Sixth Intergovernmental Meeting on the NOWPAP.

___________________________________________________________________________

Europe Environment

September 11, 2003

EU/ARCTIC COUNCIL: ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS DEMAND EU CRACKDOWN ON MERCURY

      BODY:

      Meeting on August 28 and 29 at Lule (Sweden), Environment Ministers from the countries of the

      Euro-Arctic-Barents Council and the European Commission adopted a common declaration defining the aims

      and priorities for future co-operation on the environment, with particular emphasis on the need to adopt

      sustainable schedules for production and consumption, sustainable management of woodlands and forests

      and nature conservation. They also adopted a joint programme for cleaner production methods. The

      Ministers, who also stressed the importance of co-operation and of a true environmental partnership within

      the framework of the Northern Dimension, backed a list of priority investments to be carried out in

      North-West Russia (Barents Sea). 

      The Ministers also used the opportunity to compile a letter to the European Commission, specifically to

      Margot Wallstr'm, the EU's Environment Commissioner and Erkki Liikanen, Commissioner for Industry, asking   the EU to take steps to limit the use of mercury. Their plea comes as preparatory work gets under way on

      Europe's mercury strategy, which the Commission is set to put forward in 2004. The Nordic Ministers

      emphasise in particular the importance of mercury residues found in the Arctic region, especially in fish

      caught from lakes, even though there are no sources of mercury emissions in the region. The mercury

      question is recognised by the United Nations environment programme as a major environmental problem

      and the Nordic countries believe it is urgent to put in place measures to limit the use of mercury, or ban it

      altogether, by means of an international agreement.

      In addition to Sweden, which holds the Presidency of the Euro-Arctic-Barents Council for 2001-2003,

      representatives of Denmark, Iceland, Finland, Norway, Russia and the European Union attended the meeting,

      which took place over three sessions. The first brought together Ministers from the five member countries of

      the Nordic Council (Iceland, Sweden, Finland, Norway and Denmark) and focused on the Nordic dimension

      and the EU's commitments in the region, including the environment in Russia; the second session saw

      representatives of Russia and the European Union joining the meeting for a more specific session of the

      Euro-Arctic-Barents Council; finally, the third session enabled the other countries of the Baltic region

      (Germany, Poland, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia) to join in the talks. On the agenda of this last meeting

      were: future co-operation in "Baltic 21", biological diversity, and environmental problems in the Baltic Sea.

      Finland has taken over Presidency of the Council for 2003-2005.

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Jakarta Post

September 11, 2003 Thursday

Global green campaign launched locally

      JAKARTA: Trisakti University -- as a founding supporter of global green movement "Clean Up the World" --

      launched on Wednesday a campaign to raise people's awareness of the environment and urge people to

      clean up their neighborhoods.

      Called Clean Up the World Trisakti 2003, the campaign will run between Sept. 10 and Sept. 27. At least 140

      countries around the world are simultaneously launching local programs. Internationally the campaign will

      intensify between Sept. 19 and Sept. 21.

      Elizabeth Goenawan Ananto, project officer for the movement here, said Trisakti University officially became  a founding supporter of the Clean Up the World movement in 1993, which was internationally initiated in  1987 in Australia.

      The campaign commenced with an open discussion on environmental issues in the city on Wednesday and is scheduled to end with a rafting event at Ciliwung river on Sept. 27 in coordination with the City

      Environmental Management Agency.

      The campaign -- which it is hoped will involve some 30,000 volunteers nationally -- is held in conjunction

      with the United Nations Environment Programme and supported by Bank Indonesia, ExxonMobil Oil

      Indonesia, Pertamina, Caltex, PT Freeport Indonesia, Garuda Indonesia, Coca-Cola, Indofood, Media

      Indonesia, MetroTV, AnTV, Republika, Bisnis Indonesia and Indonesian Public Relation Associations

      (Perhumas).

___________________________________________________________________________

BBC

GM trade treaty takes effect 

     By Richard Black 

BBC Science 

     An international treaty on the trade in genetically-modified organisms came  into force on Thursday. 

     The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety gives countries the right to bar imports of   live GM organisms (GMOs) - plants, animals, bacteria or viruses - which they  believe carry environmental or health risks. 

     However, the biggest users of GM agriculture have yet to ratify it.  to bar imports of live GMOs from other nations which have also ratified. 

             CARTAGENA PROTOCOL 

             Only global treaty on handling and movement of GMOs  Establishes information "clearing-house" in Montreal,   Canada    Adopted January 2000 by members of UN Convention on  Biological Diversity 

             Entry into force triggered by ratification by 50th state in  June 

     If they are not sure what the risks are, they can ask the exporting country to provide a risk assessment; and there is also to be a central online database of information on risks. 

     Running through the protocol's wording is an acknowledgement that GMOs may constitute a  danger to health and the environment; but that's not a view which everyone agrees with. 

     The US Government in particular believes GMOs pose no risk at all. It hasn't even signed the  protocol, let alone ratified it. 

     If American companies find poorer nations blocking exports on safety grounds, the protocol   may provide little protection; the rules and procedures of the World Trade Organisation may in  the end prove more powerful. 

     Nevertheless, the protocol has been hailed by environmental groups who see it as a way of  providing knowledge and safeguards for countries which currently have far fewer resourcs  than biotech multinationals.

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Over 700 Threatened Species Not Protected - Study

  JOHANNESBURG, South Africa - More than 700 endangered animal species inhabit ranges that have no formal protection, underscoring

  the need to set aside more land globally for conservation, a new study showed yesterday. 

  The study, unveiled at the 5th World Parks Congress in the South African port city of Durban, also says that many protected areas are too

  small to conserve threatened species. 

  "At least 223 bird, 140 mammal and 346 amphibian species threatened with extinction have no protection whatsoever over any part of their

  ranges," said the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and the Center for Applied Biodiversity Science (CABS), which did the study. 

  "Without an immediate and strategic expansion of the protected area system, scientists expect a major wave of extinctions within the next

  few decades," they said in a statement. 

  Critically threatened animals living in a completely unprotected habitat include the Comoro black flying fox, a huge fruit bat found on the

  Comoros Islands off Africa's east coast, and the Wuchuan frog, found only in a cave in Guizhou, China. 

  Many biologists claim that the planet is on the verge of a so-called "sixth mass extinction" - the first since the dinosaurs were wiped out 65

  million years ago. 

  Around 12 percent of the world's surface is officially protected but many reserves are so-called "paper parks" which in fact offer few

  safeguards to the resident flora and fauna. 

  And many protected areas are too small to be viable. In conservation, size counts, with one widely accepted school of scientific thought

  holding that the smaller the habitat, the fewer varieties of species it can contain. 

  "Many existing protected areas are so small in size as to be virtually ineffective in conserving species, placing another 943, and probably

  many more bird, mammal and amphibian species, at risk," said the IUCN and the CABS. 

  The study - called the "global gap analysis" - was based on the work of thousands of scientists and dozens of institutions around the

  world. 

  The scientists compared a map of all protected areas for which reliable information was available to maps of more than 11,000 species

  ranges. They then identified places where species live without any protection. 

  The 10-day World Parks Congress, which ends next Wednesday, is focused on assessing progress on setting aside protected areas and

  mapping out future strategies for preserving the planet's natural heritage.

__________________________________________________________________________

BBC

11 September 2003

No protection for many threatened

     species 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     The global effort to save some of the Earth's rarest creatures from extinction is fundamentally flawed, scientists say. 

             The single most effective way to conserve species is to  maintain their natural habitats 

             Mohamed Bakarr, IUCN 

     They have found that hundreds of endangered species live in areas which offer them no protection at all. 

     At this rate, they believe, many more will vanish in a few decades. 

     But they say there is still a chance to save most of the creatures at risk. 

     The alert is sounded in a report released at the World Parks Congress in Durban, South Africa,  organised by IUCN - The World Conservation Union. 

     The report is the work of the Center for Applied Biodiversity Science (Cabs) at the US-based Conservation International, and IUCN's World Commission on Protected Areas. 

     Giveaway comparison 

     In what the authors call "a global gap analysis", they set out to see how well the world's  network of protected areas actually helped wildlife. 

     They compared a map of all the areas with others showing the ranges of more than 11,000 bird,  mammal and amphibian species. 

     They found 260 mammals they defined as "gap species", with no protection over any part of their range: 825 amphibians fell into the same category. 

     All the birds they studied were threatened, and 223 of them were unprotected. 

     Many of the other gap species are no cause for worry, but 140 mammals and 346 amphibians are classed as threatened. 

     Additionally, the study says, many existing protected areas are so small they are virtually useless for conservation, putting at least 943 more species at risk. 

     Without an urgent expansion of the protected area system, the authors say, they expect "a  major wave of extinctions within the next few decades". 

     But Gustavo Fonseca of Conservation International said: "By identifying the most urgent  priorities that require protection and acting strategically and quickly, we still have a chance to  save the vast majority of these species." 

     Mohamed Bakarr, deputy chair of IUCN's protected areas commission, said: "The single most effective way to conserve species is to maintain their natural habitats. 

     Much from little 

     "The results of this analysis must be used to identify those places on Earth where we need immediate protection." 

     Not surprisingly, perhaps, the study identified tropical areas, especially rainforests, and islands as the priorities for action. 

     Islands make up 5.2% of the Earth's land surface, but contain 45% of all the species analysed in the study, more than half of them endemic (unique to one habitat). 

     The analysis concluded that modest action would yield impressive benefits: adding 2.6% of the world's land area to the protected area system would cover about two-thirds of species which at present have no protection. 

     Some of the creatures it identified as priorities for action cling precariously to survival. 

     Going fast 

     Threatened and unprotected mammals include one of the world's rarest fruit bats, the Comoro  black flying fox. 

     A vanishingly rare amphibian is the Wuchuan frog, found only in one cave in China. 

     Most of the birds which lack protection are in Indonesia and the Latin American Andes. 

     They include the yellow-eared parrot of Colombia, with fewer than 150 known survivors, and the even rarer caerulean paradise flycatcher, found on one Indonesian island. 

___________________________________________________________________________

BBC

 UK enlists world's help to predict climate 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     A massive worldwide online effort to predict how the global climate will change this century is being launched in the UK. 

     Computer users anywhere on Earth can join by downloading a climate model from a website. 

     The organisers say it will be the world's largest climate prediction experiment. 

     They hope it will result in a much more robust picture of the probable future climate. 

     The experiment is being launched on 12 September at the Science Museum in London and at the British Association science festival in Salford. 

     It is the fruit of collaboration between the universities of Oxford and Reading, the Met Office, the Open University, the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, and a  software company, Tessella Support Services. 

     They expect it to generate "the world's most comprehensive probability-based  forecast of 21st-century climate". 

     Bespoke models 

     Any computer user can take part by visiting the climate prediction website. Each  will then run a unique version of the Met Office's climate model, simulating  several decades of global climate at a time. 

     The site says: "To take part in the challenge of the experiment you need to download some software which runs on your PC (whenever you are not using  the processor for other jobs). 

     "The software is a Windows-based version of a state-of-the-art climate model (courtesy of the Hadley Centre)." 

     Dr Sylvia Knight is at the atmospheric, oceanic and planetary physics  department at Oxford. 

     She told BBC News Online: "Each model is slightly different in its starting conditions (the weather on the day the model is started), the fields it is forced  with (for instance, different scenarios for how carbon dioxide develops this  century), and most crucially in the approximations in the physics. 

     "All climate models have to make approximations, because the climate is so  complicated." 

     The model will run as a background process on ordinary desktops without  affecting other computing tasks. The results will go back to the organisers on  the internet when the experiment ends. 

     Overwhelmed 

     The simulations of present climate and past changes will be used to test  different versions of the model, and the most realistic will be used to predict  the century's climate. 

     Dr Myles Allen, of the University of Oxford, said: "Thanks to chaos theory we  can't predict which versions of the model will be any good without running  these simulations, and there are far too many for us to run them ourselves. 

     "Together, participants' results will give us an overall picture of how much   human influence has contributed to recent climate change, and of the range of  possible changes in the future." 

     David Stainforth, the experiment's chief scientist, said: "While many model studies in the past have made plausible predictions of climate change, it hasn't been possible to quantify our confidence in these predictions. 

     Don't panic 

     "We hope to be able to say, for the first time, what the climate probably will and, more importantly, probably won't do in the future." 

     The experiment is possible only because the climate models designed a few  years ago to run on the world's best supercomputers can now work happily on any up-to-date personal computer. 

     Asked whether potential participants might need reassurance, Dr Knight said:  "We are very confident that it is as impossible as these things ever are to get a  virus or a worm by downloading the software. 

     "But convincing the public will be hard - all we can do is say that it is 'industry  standard'." 

 __________________________________________________________________________

Anna Lindh

Inspirational, un-spun politician

12 September 2003

PRIVATE

Anna Maria Lindh, politician: born Stockholm 19 June 1957; member of the Swedish parliament 1982-2003; Minister for the Environment 1994-98; Minister for Foreign Affairs 1998-2003; married 1991 Bo Holmberg (two sons); died Stockholm 11 September 2003.

Anna Lindh, the Swedish Foreign Minister who died yesterday after a savage knife attack in a Stockholm department store, owns a place in history alongside legendary Swedish figures who marked international politics and diplomacy.

But, at the time of their deaths, her predecessors were mature political figures: Dag Hammarskjöld, who died while in the service of the United Nations; Raoul Wallenberg, who saved Jews in Budapest but died in Soviet hands; and Olof Palme, who proved that conviction politics were possible in the Cold War age. The Social Democrat Anna Lindh was 46 and not yet prime minister of her country.

For me, and for a generation of Swedish women who grew up in a society that took gender equality for granted, Lindh was an icon. Yesterday, one message pinned to a single red rose on the paving stones outside the Karolinska Hospital in Stockholm, summed up what Lindh meant to me and millions of other Swedish women: "You were proof that an ordinary hard-working girl could take on the world."

Lindh started taking on the world at an early age. Her father, Staffan, an artist, insists it was not his small-scale career as a local councillor that influenced his daughter. Her mother, Nancy, was a teacher and clearly inspired respect. Last year, Anna Lindh admitted she had failed to give up cigarettes but she always made sure she did not take a puff in public - for fear that her mother would see her smoking on television.

Childhood friends remember an earnest young woman who bored them with endless political talk on the school bus. At the age of 13 - when she had already been a member of the Swedish anti-Vietnam War movement for two years - she joined the Young Socialists.

I first met her in 1986 when she was national chairwoman of the Swedish Young Socialists and I was presenting a youth radio programme which aimed to tackle political issues in a way that would interest young voters. In those days, wearing owl-like glasses and a woolly pully, she was a little frumpish and awfully earnest. But she was by far the sharpest of all the young politicians who came on to the show in the run-up to the 1986 general election. The others wore badges - like the red and yellow no-nukes symbol that was popular in Europe at the time - and they dutifully trotted out the party line they had signed up to. Lindh had her own views and you felt she would not adhere to a position unless she knew the facts and had formulated her own opinion.

Opinionated she was. She recently said: "Sometimes the Israeli-Palestinian conflict makes me so angry that I kick the wastepaper bin in my office or throw things around." Comments like those could not fail to endear Lindh to the public - all the more so because they always appeared spontaneous; un-spun. She was a mother who often referred to her family - she leaves a husband, Bo Holmberg, and two sons, David and Filip - but she never exploited the image for political gain. Rather, she would be self-critical. Asked once how she juggled her job and motherhood, Lindh recalled an EU summit in Nice and an evening telephone conversation with David. 

He wanted me to come home immediately, but I explained that it was important for me to be in Nice because it would allow more countries to join the European Union. He responded by saying, "I see, you want even more parents to be away from their children." I thought, "Thanks David, that's just what I needed."

Lindh was a reluctant politician who found the business of politics vicious and, in 1982, when she became an MP, declined the chance to become Sweden's youngest ever minister. Instead she completed her law studies at Uppsala University and worked as an articled clerk at Stockholm High Court. After leaving the chair of the Young Socialists after a six-year tenure in 1990, Lindh joined the executive of the Social Democratic Party.

From then on, a career in politics became an inevitability and she worked in city-hall politics in the capital until 1994 when she became Environment Minister - a portfolio she accepted even though she was opposed to the construction of the giant Øresund bridge which connects Sweden and Denmark.

When, in 1998, she became Sweden's youngest-ever Foreign Minister, she only accepted the job because she was guaranteed unflinching support from the Social Democrats' colourless but skilled leader, Göran Persson. The sceptics were numerous - they felt that appointing a young blonde would give Sweden a lightweight presence in international forums.

It had the opposite effect, and in Sweden's six-month presidency of the EU in 2001, her star rose beyond all expectation and her critics - including Swedish diplomatic heavyweights such as Pierre Schori - were silenced once and for all. In a world of grey, male politicians each watching their backs as much as their futures, Lindh proved that all she needed to spin was a very human tapestry of honesty, vulnerability, conviction, charm and physical beauty.

With Macedonia on the brink of civil war during Sweden's EU presidency, Lindh played a leading role in getting both sides to bury their differences. At one point, during a round of tough negotiations, her picture was burnt in the streets of Skopje.

Ulf Dahlsten, who was Palme's personal secretary at the time of his shooting to death in Stockholm in 1986, said that Lindh was the most important Swedish political figure since the late prime minister: 

In her speeches against the war in Iraq and in support of the Palestinians, she emerged clearly as Palme's natural heir. Olof Palme wanted to be able to go to the cinema like all ordinary Swedes and that's what he was doing with his wife when he was shot. Anna Lindh wanted to be able to go shopping. They wanted freedom from official duties, freedom from fear and bodyguards. 

In the same way as Palme felt he had a moral duty to speak his mind, Lindh was fearless and steeped in integrity. They had a lot in common. But, when Palme died, Sweden was shaken to the core. We could not believe what had happened and we were paralysed by it for years. May what has happened to Anna Lindh be a wake-up call to us all.

___________________________________________________________________________

Dawn Internet Edition

EU reneges on pledge to poor countries 

By Larry Elliott & Charlotte Denny 

LONDON: The European Commission was on Wednesday secretly preparing to sabotage plans to help poor countries trade their way out of poverty, as backstairs wrangling dominated the opening day of the World Trade Organization's talks in Cancun, Mexico. 

A confidential paper not shown even to member governments revealed that the commission was planning to water down the already modest concessions on offer to the world's poorest countries in the talks. 

British officials were left in the embarrassing position of borrowing a copy of the leaked EU paper from aid campaigners so that they could find out what the commission was planning. 

"We aren't aware of the status of this paper and we weren't consulted on it," said Margaret Beckett, Britain's agriculture secretary. 

In an attempt to safeguard the interests of its six million farmers, the commission is seeking to remove all mention of eliminating export subsidies from the WTO meeting's final declaration. The move has enraged developing countries, who won a pledge from the west two years ago that phasing out payments which allow subsidized western produce to be dumped on world markets would form a centrepiece of the so-called Doha development round. 

"The EU still claims it wants this to be a development round," said Adriano Campolina Soares, of ActionAid. "Yet for all its fine language, the EU's proposals attack developing countries in every area of the talks." 

The news emerged as a coalition of 21 developing countries, led by Brazil, sought to prevent the US and the EU from taking over the agenda with their own joint proposals. Joined by China and India, the group said it represented more than 60 per cent of the world's farmers, whereas the EU and the US accounted for less than one per cent. 

The WTO's director general, Supachai Panitchapkdi, was last night trying to defuse the growing row. 

WTO sources said a draft negotiating text prepared by ambassador Carlos Perez del Castillo of Uruguay was only a starting point, even though it largely reflected the position of the EU and US. 

Brazil has proposed an alternative text, but WTO officials fear that the meeting could be bogged down in a lengthy procedural dispute and end in failure. 

Europe was looking increasingly isolated as the talks kicked off. As the focus for the developing countries' anger over agriculture, it was facing an uphill struggle to achieve its main objective at the talks - a new global deal on investment and competition policy, and protection for its traditional food names, such as parma ham and prosciutto. 

The US, by contrast, was preparing last night to offer concessions on cotton to some of the poorest African countries, one of the key demands being made by development agencies. The US spends (pounds sterling) 2.5bn a year supporting its 25,000 cotton farmers, which campaigners say depresses world prices. 

Privately, trade sources say the EU's chances of securing a deal in investment are slim while it is seen as the main obstacle to reform of agriculture. 

"Unless the EU changes its position it will be the undertaker of the development round. Each broken promise bangs another nail in the coffin," said Oisin Coghlan of Christian Aid. 

Inaugurating the meeting, Mr Panitchpakdi said it was time for the WTO's 146 members to agree on removing barriers to trade. "There comes a time when rhetoric has to be backed by action," he said. "We should learn from the past and face the reality that we cannot keep postponing decisions." 

In a speech read to the gathering, the UN secretary general, Kofi Annan, accused the richest countries of leaving billions of people in poverty and misery by their unfair trade policies. 

"The EU is ready to play ball," the European agriculture commissioner, Franz Fischler, said. "But we cannot take a general commitment that we can phase out subsidies on everything." 

The US trade representative, Robert Zoellick, whose country has put forward a joint plan with the EU for farm reform, said: "Many of us believe maybe the European Union can move more and we've emphasized we're willing to talk about very sizable cuts (in subsidies) if we get (more) market access."-Dawn/The Guardian News Service. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Dawn:

Equity-based global trading system urged: Pakistan minister's address at WTO 

By Mubarak Zeb Khan 

ISLAMABAD, Sept 11: Pakistan has urged the World Trade Organization to remove barriers from the international trading system to make it equally beneficial for both the developed and developing countries. 

Participating in the plenary session of the 5th WTO conference at Cancun, Mexico, Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar said: "Let us adopt a bold approach which will genuinely realize what is now called the Doha Development Agenda. This can be a first and historic step towards introducing equity in the international trading system." 

Pakistan also welcomed Nepal and Cambodia's formal entry into the fold of WTO regime. 

The minister said that due to bottlenecks in the multilateral trading system, bilateral and regional trading arrangements (RTAs) were proliferating. As a result, a large number of countries, particularly low-income developing countries, were being left out and were getting marginalized. 

"We have to get the multilateral trading system working to ensure that the trading system works for all. If we want to achieve the millennium development goals, we have to translate rhetoric into reality and recommit ourselves towards a development agenda we agreed at Doha," he said. 

At this half-way mark on way to completion of the Doha Agenda, this conference would serve a good purpose if we were able to critically examine whether our work so far was on target and, if not, how to bring it back on track. 

During the interim period, he said the only notable achievement relates to TRIPS and Public Health. Apart from this, the results so far did not seem to be very promising either in terms of ambition or development goals, he said. 

"We have missed all the deadlines and there seems to be a deadlock in several areas of developmental value to the developing countries. No modalities of negotiations have been agreed in market access areas such as agriculture or industrial goods," he said. 

The minister said: "We only have draft frameworks, which gave no idea as to what could eventually be achieved." 

Regarding agriculture, he said an agreement on timetable and agenda for setting up of modalities for negotiations was to be arrived at by the end of March 2003. Six months after the deadline what we have was a disputed framework agreement, which was quite low on ambition. 

There were hardly any significant commitments on reduction of trade distorting domestic support, elimination of export subsidies or any meaningful market access, he said. This impasse was having serious repercussions on all other areas of our negotiations, he said. 

For industrial goods, the minister said the problem was less complicated. Developed countries have low tariffs except on goods of export interest to low-income developing countries like the textile sector. 

It was expected that they would be able to agree on modalities, which reduce their tariffs on such products while allowing some protective tariffs to developing countries for their emerging industries. In addition, it was essential to address the issues of tariff peaks and escalations. 

Unfortunately, he said major players could not agree to it as they were not willing to agree on any differential treatment for developing countries. 

"We are making rather slow progress in negotiations for liberalization of services. We should be mindful of the fact that potential gains from successful liberalization of trade in services are huge, far more than those from comparable liberalization of goods. If we believe in development and creation of opportunities for more people to work, we should be more liberal in allowing movement of natural persons," the minister said. 

Real market access will remain the engine for development. 

He said: "We should also not forget the pronounced emphasis in the Doha Declaration on implementation issues, special and differential treatment for developing countries and building of capacities to supply. "Other issues of interest to developing countries such as trade, debt, and finance and the transfer of technology are also important and need more focused attention. 

"There was a serious need to address the non-tariff barriers and to ensure that trade remedy laws were not used for protection purposes. 

"We need to be creative and flexible. The question of expanding the WTO to include new areas under its rubric needs to be approached in a careful and calibrated manner while taking into account the sensitivities and reservations of the developing countries," he said. 

"This is the only way that we can add $400 to $500 billion to global income and boost the income of developing countries by $150 billion a year in an otherwise gloomy economic environment," he added. 

According to a World Bank Report, "this translates into lifting 144 million people out of poverty. If we fail, all responsibility for this loss will rest on us for keeping millions of people poor for many years to come. Let us not fail," the minister exhorted the member countries. 

___________________________________________________________________________

VOA News

12 Sep 2003, 02:42 UTC 

World Trade Organization ministers are still trying to reconcile differences over farm subsidies as they continue meeting in Cancun, Mexico for the latest trade liberalization talks. 

The delegates to the 146-member WTO spent the second day of the conference in closed-door meetings. They have been trying to make progress on the issue, which has stalled a new global trade accord for two years. 

Developing nations want rich nations to reduce billions of dollars in subsidies they give to their farmers each year. The poor nations say those subsidies help U.S. and European farmers stay profitable at the expense of poor farmers in Africa, Latin America and Asia. Agriculture is the mainstay of many poor countries. 

Anti-capitalism activists have staged protests against the talks in recent days. On Wednesday, protesting farmers clashed with riot police while trying to storm barricades blocking the site of the negotiations. Several people were injured and a South Korean farmer fatally stabbed himself to protest the conference. 

Meanwhile, Cambodia and Nepal Thursday received approval to join the WTO. They are the first least-developed nations to join the organization since it was established in 1995. The French news agency, AFP, says a formal signing ceremony is scheduled for later Friday. 

Some information for this report 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 12 September 2003

UN or UNEP in the news

Number of protected areas tops 100,000: UN

There were now more than 100,000 protected areas around the world, and a large part of the Amazonian rainforest and Arctic tundra were now safeguarded, the United Nations has said. 

Although 11.5 per cent of the Earth's land surface - an area the size of South America - was protected, the UN Environment Program said progress on protecting other sensitive ecosystems, notably marine environments, was too slow. 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/09/10/1062902114758.html" 

http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/09/10/1062902114758.html

Netherlands to help implement CDM in Viet Nam

Ha Noi, Sept. 11 (VNA) - The Dutch Government will provide Viet Nam with non-refundable aid via the United Nations Environment Programme. This aid will go towards the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) project in Viet Nam. 

This was announced at a symposium on the CDM held by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment here on Thursday. 

 HYPERLINK 

General environment news

Typhoon sweeps across Japan's southern islands

TOKYO (AP) - A powerful typhoon swept across Japan's southern islands early Thursday, flipping over cars, toppling telephone poles and causing at least 23 injuries, officials said. 

Typhoon Maemi, the strongest typhoon to hit the Okinawan islands in southern Japan in more than 30 years, carried winds of 198 kilometers per hour (123 miles per hour), according to Japan's Central Meteorological Agency. 

 HYPERLINK "http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2003/9/11/latest/13987Typhoonsw&sec=latest" 

http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2003/9/11/latest/13987Typhoonsw&sec=latest

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Prepared by News Services Section




DH/3974

http://www.un.org/News/





11 September 2003



T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S

*
9/11 anniversary should serve as call for international cooperation – Annan

*
Annan mourns slain Swedish Foreign Minister as strong UN ally 

*
Iraq: Annan meets in Geneva with Governing Council member

*
DR of Congo: UN continues to boost troop strength in Bunia 

*
Liberia mission comes amid new era in peacekeeping – UN military adviser

*
Real prospects for peace now exist for the Sudan – Annan

*
UN warns detention of Myanmar democracy leader puts human rights at risk

*
20 added to Security Council list of those subject to UN sanctions against Al-Qaida

*
As first international biosafety treaty goes into force, Annan urges full compliance

*
Transborder pollution, AIDS, crime are state security issues too, UN event told

*
UN makes new appeal for rich countries to end trade practices hurting poor

* * * *

9/11

11 September – Today’s second anniversary of the 11 September 2001 attacks on the United States should serve as a clarion call for international cooperation in the fight against terrorism, which continues to threaten the world, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said.

“Obviously we all remember those who died. I was in New York when it happened and I know what a traumatic, tragic incident that was,” Mr. Annan said at a press encounter in Geneva, where he is to meet with the Foreign Ministers of the five permanent members of the Security Council on Saturday to seek the speedy restoration of sovereignty to the Iraqi people.

In a statement issued at UN Headquarters in New York, Mr. Annan called for all nations to work together in the fight against terrorism, “which is an affront to the spirit and purposes of the United Nations, and has become a leading threat to international peace and security. I hope nations will also bring similar determination to bear in confronting the other ills that plague our world.”

Extending his condolences to families and friends of the victims, he added: “The trauma, wounds and losses of that awful day are still keenly felt by all of us. And since then, many other innocent people throughout the world – including, last month in Baghdad, dedicated staff of the United Nations – have been killed by this global scourge.”

Mr. Annan also linked the 9/11 attacks with the bombing of UN headquarters in Baghdad, which killed top UN envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello and 21 others, in a message delivered for him by the Assistant Secretary-General for External Relations, Gillian Sorensen, at a church service dedicated to the opening of the new General Assembly session next week.

“The UN family has likewise been jolted as never before. Last month, in Baghdad, it was our turn to be the victim of a terrorist attack – one that took from us cherished friends and colleagues, and has jeopardized our ability to come to the aid of Iraqis in their time of need,” he said.

“But if our hearts are filled with sorrow, if our minds are unsettled by images of violence, our spirits can still draw strength from occasions such as this, where people of different faiths and cultures come together in friendship and prayer. We need that strength,” he said.

* * *

Sweden

11 September – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today mourned the death of Swedish Foreign Minister Anna Lindh, stabbed in a Stockholm department store yesterday, as a great loss for the United Nations of a strong ally and unapologetic multilateralist.

“She was a great leader, independent, courageous and a true internationalist,” Mr. Annan told reporters at UN headquarters in Geneva, where he is to meet with the Foreign Ministers of the five permanent members of the Security Council on Saturday to seek the speedy restoration of sovereignty to the Iraqi people.

“The last time I spoke to Anna was barely a month ago when she called to offer her sympathy about the tragedy in Baghdad, which took away wonderful colleagues and friends, and we have mourned them together,” he said, referring to the terrorist attack that killed top UN envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello and 21 others last month. “And incredibly, today it is Anna that we mourn.”

In a formal statement also issued in Geneva, the Secretary-General said: “Sweden has lost a successful and great Foreign Minister, a great Swede and a great European. I have also lost a close friend and so has the United Nations.”

Asked in Geneva what Ms. Lindh meant for the UN, Mr. Annan replied: “I think for the United Nations we had a strong ally, somebody who really believed in the Charter, believed in what the United Nations stood for, and generally believed that countries have to work across borders and cooperate to get things done. And in fact, I think she was one of those unapologetic multilateralists, and we will miss her.”

As for how he remembered her personally, and as a politician in the international field compared to other politicians, he said: “Above all, she was dynamic, she was herself, without pretensions, and very able. I’ve seen her with her sons, so I’ve seen her as a mother. I’ve seen her defend position of Sweden in Europe very effectively in international circles. And I’ve seen how she has played her role as a prominent politician in Europe. So combining her efforts in these three areas shows you what a woman she was. I don’t think many of us men could do that.”

Asked how the murder might change Sweden, Mr. Annan said: “Sweden has always been an open society, people were free to go about their business, and I really hope this tragic incident will not change that. Obviously, one will have to take measures. I’m not saying one should be reckless but I hope it doesn’t change that wonderful open spirit and open society that is Sweden.”

For his part the President of the General Assembly, of the Czech Republic, said he was “appalled by this senseless death.”

“I remember her as a warm and lovely human being, an excellent diplomat, a great European, a passionate social democrat and a wonderful woman with whom I share her vision of a socially just and peaceful world based on solidarity and tolerance,” he added.

* * * 

Iraq

11 September – In preparation for weekend talks with Foreign Ministers of the five permanent members of the Security Council on a speedy restoration of Iraqi national sovereignty, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan met in Geneva today with Adnan Pachachi, a member of the Governing Council of Iraq.

The two discussed the situation in Iraq and Mr. Annan’s meeting on Saturday with the ministers of China, France, Russian Federation, United Kingdom and United States.

Although established by the US-run Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) and not democratically elected, the UN Secretariat has said it views the Governing Council as broadly representative of the various constituencies in Iraq, having both credibility and authority.

In July, Mr. Pachachi, a Foreign Minister in the 1960s, led a three-person delegation to a Security Council meeting in New York, where he said the Iraqi Governing Council’s primary goal was to shorten the CPA’s duration in order to adopt a constitution and have free elections open to all.

Saturday’s meeting, which will review the current situation in Iraq, consider options for the future, including security, the political transition and economic recovery in Iraq, and examine the implications for the role of the UN, comes as the United States prepares to submit a new resolution to the Security Council.

According to published reports, the resolution would create a multinational force for Iraq led by Washington and authorized by the UN in an effort to win greater participation from countries unwilling to serve without UN authorization.

* * *

DR of Congo

11 September – The United Nations Ituri brigade, which has replaced the European Union emergency force policing the troubled northeast of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), has now reached 2,500, more than half its total expected strength, according to the UN mission in the country.

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) reported today that so far, over 2,500 troops from Bangladesh, Uruguay, Indonesia and India have been deployed in Bunia. On the ground, there are also 280 Pakistanis troops. Another 800 are expected to arrive next week. At full strength, the force is expected to have some 4,000 soldiers.

The French-led Interim Emergency Multinational Force (IEMF), dubbed Artemis, was deployed in June to help restore order in Ituri, particularly in the flashpoint town of Bunia, where ethnic clashes between Lendu and Hema clans had killed more than 400 people. The IEMF was scheduled to withdraw on 1 September, but the Security Council subsequently authorized some of the troops to stay behind to help ensure a smooth transition as the UN Mission took over security responsibilities.

The UN Mission’s brigade is proceeding with its patrols in Bunia. The opening of schools and the return of people to the market places indicated that people were restoring their confidence in the Mission.

The Ituri brigade has also launched weapons-search operations aimed at making the town weapon-free. This operation is a follow-up to the one launched by the IEMF. Searches are being carried out in houses where the presence of weapons and ammunition are suspected. There are also people who spontaneously come to surrender their weapons and seek protection from the Mission.

In other news, a UN spokesman in New York said the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) has confirmed that seven Uruguayan soldiers are under investigation by the UN for stealing from a church in Bunia. Sacred objects, including a chalice, were found in their camp following the allegation of theft from the church earlier this week.

The seven men will be transferred to Kinshasa and could be repatriated to Uruguay for disciplinary action by their national military authorities if the allegations are found to be true. The reports by the Board of Inquiry and the Military Police will be concluded in the coming days.

* * *

Liberia

11 September – As the United Nations prepares to launch a major peacekeeping effort in Liberia – with perhaps 15,000 troops – the world body’s chief military adviser declared that a new era of peacekeeping operations is dawning as the nature of conflict had evolved over the years.

“The era of peacekeeping operations is changing,” Major-General Patrick Cammaert, Military Adviser to the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO), said at a press briefing today. 

Conflict situations had evolved over the last 30 years, and often involved armed groups, rebels and broken agreements, he said, updating reporters on peace operations in general as well as the military aspect of the UN operation in Liberia.

“This requires a new attitude and a new way of operating in the business of peacekeeping,” he said. One important lesson that had been learned over the years was the need to avoid an incremental approach. Another was that peacekeeping forces should be well equipped and sustained so that they could be rapidly deployed.  

With Jacques Paul Klein, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Liberia set to ask the Security Council as early as next week to authorize a major operation in Liberia, with approximately 15, 000 troops plus 900 civilian police officers, General Cammaert said DPKO was pressing ahead with arrangements to that effect.

The UN force would be taking over peacekeeping duties from ECOMIL – the military force of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) – on 1 October. This placed a great deal of pressure not only on DPKO, General Cammaert said, but also on the Member States that were to provide resources and support. He planned to attend a second troop contributing meeting for Liberia later today.

He said that was the first time that so many nations had indicted their positive reaction and their willingness to participate in a mission even before a Security Council resolution had been issued. General Cammaert hoped the Council’s authorization would come on 19 September, and then DPKO could start deploying the forces.

Asked which countries had expressed interest in contributing troops to the new mission, General Cammaert said he was reluctant to reveal this information, as most of these countries had only informally expressed their interest and some of them were still considering the matter. There was also some pressure to provide troops to Iraq and he did not wish to compromise countries that may change their minds.


To further questions on possible contribution, he replied that the United States was indeed considering a contribution and that India and Pakistan were already on the list of possible troop contributors.  


Meanwhile on the ground in Liberia, the transfer of some 30,000 internally displaced persons (IDP) who had been living in 116 temporary shelters and buildings in and around the capital Monrovia, began today.  

UN agencies, including the World Food Programme (WFP), the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and various non-governmental organizations (NGO’s) and local authorities made the arrangements for the transfer.  

The IDPs presently located in 56 school buildings and one health clinic in and around Monrovia would return to eight camps within Montserrado County – 15 kilometres from the city centre – that sheltered IDPs before conflict surged in May.  

To allay the fears of the returnees, security for the eight camps in Montserrado is being provided by ECOMIL. IDPs returning to the camps are receiving a full food ration from WFP.

* * *

Sudan

11 September – Now that the foundations for genuine progress towards peace exist in the Sudan, the donor community and the United Nations must mobilize to ensure and maintain the security, safety and health of the Sudanese people as they struggle to recover from decades of civil strife, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report released today.

Although expectations of reaching a final agreement on security and institutional arrangements by mid-2003 appeared improbable, “it is crucial that a transitional programme be planned and funded in advance of any settlement,” the Secretary-General stresses in his latest report to the General Assembly on humanitarian assistance to the Sudan.

Following years of impasse – particularly on issues of security and humanitarian access – the June 2002 peace talks between the Sudanese Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) resulted in agreements to cease hostilities and to uphold the principle of unimpeded humanitarian access, allowing the UN and its partner agencies to reach an additional one million people in need.

Mr. Annan stresses that with prospects for peace on the horizon, addressing the wider implications of the civil conflict that caused much of the human suffering in the Sudan during the past 40 years “will deserve vigorous attention” in the months ahead. A key challenge is the urgent need for increased donor support to save lives and shield the population from socio-economic vulnerabilities.

With security improving and the probable return of perhaps hundreds of thousands of internally displaced persons (IDPs) to areas lacking physical and social infrastructure, provision of humanitarian aid and basic services must be expanded rapidly in order to reduce those vulnerabilities, keep access routes open, clear landmines and to facilitate the reintegration of IDPs, refugees and ex-combatants.

The Secretary-General notes that more than two decades of turmoil have taken their toll. The Sudan has the unenviable distinction of being the country with the world’s largest population of displaced persons, estimated at more than 3.5 million. Following a peace agreement, there will be a “crucial and immediate need” to ensure the security of the Sudanese people, and reintegration strategies must be based on an approach that provides food security while addressing longstanding gaps in the key areas of water, health and education.

“There is no time for complacency,” Mr. Annan writes. “The humanitarian imperative to save lives and reduce human suffering cannot await the completion of the peace process.”

* * *

Myanmar

11 September – If Myanmar wishes to renew its commitment to political reform, it must start by immediately and unconditionally releasing pro-democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other political prisoners currently being detained in an undisclosed location, the United Nations human rights expert on the country says in a new report out today.

Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, Special Rapporteur of the UN Commission on Human Rights on the situation in Myanmar, said that although there had been some positive steps in the area of confidence building with the international community, there has been a serious setback instead of progress on substantial human rights issues.

His interim report to the General Assembly is based on his brief visit to the country from 19 to 24 March – curtailed when he discovered a listening device hidden under the table in a room where he was conducting interviews with political detainees at Insein prison – and information received up to 28 July.

Mr. Pinheiro writes that, sadly, a “dark shadow” has been cast on the political and human rights developments in the country since the grave events of 30 May – when Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and several other leaders of the National League for Democracy (NLD) were taken into “protective custody” after deadly clashes reportedly broke out between her supporters and pro-government protesters in northern Myanmar.

Since that time, the Special Rapporteur has joined his voice with the wide international condemnation of the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC), repeatedly calling for the release of the prisoners and a full investigation into the events, the report notes. Just two weeks ago, Mr. Pinheiro voiced deep concern over reports that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is on hunger strike and again called for her immediate release.

The Special Rapporteur says that by keeping Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in detention, the Myanmar authorities have completely paralyzed the opposition movement, leading to the freezing of diverse possibilities for cooperation with concerned countries and international institutions. The SPDC has “put at serious risk the process of addressing urgently the existing precarious humanitarian situation, with potential ramifications for the exercise of all human rights,” he writes.

Furthermore, Mr. Pinheiro says he is convinced that the present stalemate is a serious obstacle to the improvement of human rights of all people in Myanmar and hopes that the authorities would consider his request for an urgent visit to assess the post-30 May situation first-hand.

If the SPDC does not accept the request, or is unable to come forward with a detailed explanation about the events, while at the same time releasing political prisoners and reopening dialogue, “the Special Rapporteur will be ready to support the recommendation that the situation in Myanmar be brought to the attention of other instances within the United Nations,” the report concludes.

* * *

Al-Qaida

11 September – The United Nations Security Council committee monitoring sanctions imposed against Usama bin Laden and his associates has added 20 individuals to the Al-Qaida section of its consolidated list of persons and entities subject to the measures. 

The UN sanctions require countries to freeze financial resources, including funds derived or generated by any undertaking owned or controlled by the Taliban, and to ensure that they are not used by the group.

States are also obliged to freeze funds and other financial assets of Usama bin Laden and his associates in the Al-Qaida organization, and to prevent their entry or transit through the State’s territory. In addition, nations must prevent the supply, sale and transfer of all arms and materiel – along with any form of military training – to the named individuals and entities.

The list is updated regularly on the basis of relevant information provided by Member States and regional organizations. There are currently 123 individuals and 98 entities on the list. 

* * *

Biosafety

11 September – The first legally binding international treaty aimed at curbing potential harm to human health and biological diversity from biotechnology went into force today, with United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan calling on the entire international community to fully implement its terms.

Adopted in January 2000 by States parties to the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity, the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety establishes comprehensive rules for the safe transfer, handling and use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) by providing countries with relevant information to make informed decisions on importing living modified organisms (LMOs).

“The entry into force of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety is a landmark for sustainable development, and another milestone in the global effort to reconcile environmental conservation and development,” Mr. Annan said in a message.

He noted that biotechnology can contribute significantly to the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals but warned that it must be developed judiciously and used with adequate and transparent safety measures.

“The Protocol’s entry into force is a welcome step in the right direction,” he declared. “I call on other states to ratify it and I urge the entire international community to work together to fully implement its provisions.”

So far 57 countries and the European Community have ratified the convention; 103 countries signed it by the closing date for signature on 4 June 2001.

Under the terms of the Protocol, States parties must ensure that risk assessments are carried out for decisions taken under the advance informed agreement (AIA) procedure and must adopt measures to manage any risks identified by risk assessments. They must also monitor and control any new risks that may emerge in the future.

Under AIA, any party shipping LMOs for intentional introduction into the environment for the first time must provide the importing country with sufficient prior information to enable it to make an informed decision. If a party approves for domestic use and marketing LMOs intended for direct use as food, feed or processing and these may be exported, that party must communicate its decision and details about the LMOs to the world community via the Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH).

* * *

Civil society

11 September – The concept of State security is no longer confined to securing national borders against external attack but now embraces the transnational dangers of environmental pollution, infectious diseases like AIDS and SARS, massive migration and organized crime, a major UN-backed civil society meeting has been told.

Wrapping up the 56th annual UN Department of Public Information/Non-Governmental Organization (DPI/NGO) conference, the premier event for civil society at UN Headquarters in New York, former UN High Commissioner for Refugees Sadako Ogata also said threats to national and international security came much more from internal than external aggression.

The post-cold-war era of the 1990s had been marked by internal communal conflicts with heavy ethnic undertones. It became important to shift attention to the security of people, not necessarily to replace State security, but definitely to complement it, Ms. Ogata, Co-Chair of the Commission on Human Security, said yesterday.

The Commission is an independent body launched at the UN Millennium Summit of 2000 and charged with creating a human security policy framework aimed at significantly reducing global human suffering and insecurity. It viewed human security in terms of protecting people’s vital freedoms from critical and pervasive threats and in ways that empowered them to fulfil their potential and aspirations, Ms. Ogata added.

Recalling her time as High Commissioner for Refugees, she said she realized that security threats to people emanated more often from the very States that should be protecting them. She noted that the Commission’s report, released in May, examined the situation of people in conflict, emphasizing the importance of a firmer application of human rights and humanitarian law. A second area dealt with people on the move – refugees, internally displaced and migrants.

The report also addressed the transition between war and peace, with greater institutional and financial concentration on the transition phase. Other areas included economic security, health and education.

In closing remarks, Paul Hoeffel, Chief of the NGO Section of DPI and Co-Chair of the Conference with Ms. Ogata, said he hoped the event had been successful enough to send NGO colleagues home with a rekindled fire in the belly, a renewed commitment to working with the UN and some new tools and insights to bring back to their communities and constituencies.

This year’s event drew a record attendance of 2,000 people.

* * *

World trade

11 September – Adding its voice to Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s plea for a fair agricultural trade deal for the world’s poorest countries, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today appealed to rich nations to dismantle tariff barriers and cut subsidies, calling it “vital” for food security in developing countries.

“If trade is to serve as an engine of economic growth and poverty alleviation, countries both in the North as well as the South need to broaden their production base on a fair competitive basis,” FAO Assistant Director-General Hartwig de Haen said in remarks prepared for delivery on the second day of the 5th Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in Cancún, Mexico.

“Food and agricultural trade is vital for food security, poverty alleviation and growth,” Mr. de Haen added, noting that food imports contribute to the supply of basic foodstuffs in many of the world’s poorest countries while agricultural exports were an important source of rural income and foreign exchange.

Many poorer countries that rely primarily on agriculture for their economic development will become increasingly dependent on aid, slip deeper into debt and face major food shortages unless they improve their competitiveness in agricultural products both domestically and internationally through investment and fairer trade, FAO warned.

The agency made 12 recommendations in a prepared statement, including tariff de-escalation, effective measures to counter possible negative effects of trade reforms in the least developed and net food importing countries, simplicity in international trade rules and increased support to help developing countries become more competitive in trade.

FAO noted that some 840 million people are chronically undernourished, 800 million of them in developing countries, and more than 70 per cent of the world’s extremely poor and undernourished live in rural areas, with agriculture representing the main source of income for about 2.5 billion people in developing countries alone.

“The markets for temperate zone products and basic food commodities continue to be substantially distorted due to government subsidies and protection, particularly in rich countries. Export subsidies on products exported by developed countries continue,” Mr. de Haen said.

“Enormous untapped agricultural potential exists in developing countries to meet the twin challenges of hunger and poverty. What we need is a renewed focus on effective North-South cooperation so that available resources are used efficiently,” he added.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

          DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:

           Good Afternoon.

           **Guest at noon

           Our guest at the briefing today is Major-General Patrick Cammaert, who is the UN’s Military Adviser, and he

     will be talking about peacekeeping issues generally, and in particular the military aspect of the UN operation in Liberia.

           **Statement of Secretary-General on Second Anniversary of Terrorist Attacks

             on United States

           The following statement concerns the 11 September anniversary:

           “On the second anniversary of the massive terrorist attack on the United States, I extend my sincere

     condolences to the families and friends of the victims.  The trauma, wounds and losses of that awful day are still

     keenly felt by all of us.  And since then, many other innocent people throughout the world -- including, last month in

     Baghdad, dedicated staff of the United Nations -- have been killed by this global scourge.

           “All nations must work together in the fight against terrorism, which is an affront to the spirit and purposes of

     the United Nations, and has become a leading threat to international peace and security.  I hope nations will also bring

     similar determination to bear in confronting the other ills that plague our world.

           “For today, however, let us remember those who died, and honour the sacrifice made by those heroic public

     servants who risked, and in too many cases lost, their lives in the effort to save others.”

           That’s attributable to the Secretary-General himself.

           **11 September Ceremony

           At an interfaith ceremony earlier this morning at St. Bartholomew’s Church here in New York, to mark

     commitment to the work of the United Nations, Assistant Secretary-General for External Relations Gillian Sorensen

     read out a message on the Secretary-General’s behalf, saying that today marks the second anniversary of the terrorist

     attacks on the United States, and that this year the UN family also has been jolted by a terrorist attack, in Baghdad.

           But, the Secretary-General says in this message, “if our hearts are filled with sorrow, if our minds are

     unsettled by images of violence, our spirits can still draw strength from occasions such as this, when people of

     different faiths and cultures come together in friendship and in prayer.  We need that strength”.  We have the full

     message available upstairs.

           And then today in Geneva, the Secretary-General was asked about his thoughts on the anniversary of the 11

     September attacks, and he said that “it should remind us that we need to cooperate across international borders, we

     need international cooperation and to work together to be able to contain terrorism”.  The fight against terrorism, he

     warned, is not over.

           **Statement Attributable to Secretary-General

           He also issued, from Geneva, the following statement on the death of Anna Lindh, which reads, as follows:

           “I was shocked and deeply saddened this morning to learn of the death of Anna Lindh, the Minister of Foreign

     Affairs of Sweden.

           “Sweden has lost a successful and great Foreign Minister, a great Swede and a great European.  I also have

     lost a close friend and so has the United Nations.

           “In these painful times, I send my heartfelt condolences to her family, her husband and their two children, as

     well as to the people and Government of Sweden.

           “I share in their grief and pain at this tragic loss.”

           **Lindh Statement – Add

           The Secretary-General today spoke to reporters in Geneva again about Anna Lindh, calling her a strong ally of

     the United Nations, “someone who really believed in the Charter, believed in what the United Nations stood for, and

     generally believed that countries have to work across borders and cooperate to get things done”.

           He said she was dynamic and without pretensions, and added that he had seen her as a mother, as a

     defender of Swedish positions in international circles and as a prominent politician in Europe.  Combining her efforts in

     those three areas, he said, “shows you what a woman she was.  I don’t think many of us men could do that”.

           **Secretary-General Meeting in Geneva

           The Secretary-General met within the past hour in Geneva with Adnan Pachachi, a member of the Governing

     Council of Iraq.  They discussed the situation in Iraq and the upcoming meeting of the foreign ministers of the five

     permanent members of the Security Council with the Secretary-General.  That meeting, you’ll recall, will take place in

     Geneva on Saturday.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo informed us that, to date, over 2,500 troops from

     Bangladesh, Uruguay, Indonesia and India have been deployed in Bunia in the north-eastern part of the country.  On

     the ground, there are also 280 Pakistani troops and another 800 are expected to arrive next week.

           The UN Mission is proceeding with its patrols in Bunia.  The opening of schools and the return of people to the

     marketplaces indicate that people were restoring their confidence in the Mission.

           The UN Mission has also launched a weapons-search operation aimed at making the town weapons-free.  This

     operation is a follow-up to the one launched by the Multinational Force.  Peacekeepers are searching houses for illegal

     weapons.  There are also people who spontaneously come to surrender their weapons and seek protection from the

     Mission.

           **DRC Robbery Inquiry

           Also on the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Department of Peacekeeping Operations informed us that

     seven Uruguayan soldiers are under investigation by the UN for stealing from a church in Bunia.  Sacred objects,

     including a chalice, were found in their camp following the allegation of theft from the church earlier this week.

           The seven men will be transferred to Kinshasa and they could be repatriated to Uruguay for disciplinary action

     by their national military authorities if the allegations are found to be true.  The reports by the Board of Inquiry and the

     Military Police will be concluded in the coming days.

           **Security Council

           There are no Security Council meetings or consultations today, but we can give you a preview of tomorrow’s

     agenda.

           At 10:30 a.m., the Council has scheduled a vote on lifting UN sanctions on Libya.  That is expected to be

     followed by an open meeting on the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea and a public briefing on the UN Mission in

     Kosovo.

           **Al Qaeda List

           Twenty individuals have been added to the UN list of individuals and entities belonging to or associated with

     the Taliban and Al Qaeda organization.

           That list, which is available as a press release, is being maintained by the Security Council Committee

     established to oversee the implementation by States of the sanctions imposed by the Council on individuals and

     entities belonging or related to the Taliban, Usama Bin Laden and the Al Qaeda organization.

           **Cartagena Protocol

           The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety entered into force today, 90 days after it had received its 50th ratification.

           In a message to mark the occasion, the Secretary-General called the Protocol’s entry into force “a landmark

     for sustainable development, and another milestone in the global effort to reconcile environmental conservation and

     development”.

           He said that the treaty “will enable us to derive maximum benefits from biotechnology while, at the same time,

     protecting biodiversity and human health from potential risks posed by living modified organisms.”

           The Protocol establishes rules to ensure an adequate level of protection on the safe transfer, handling and use

     of living modified organisms.  For more information on the Protocol, you can pick up a press release upstairs or go to

     the UN Environment Programme’s Web site.

           **Guest at Noon Tomorrow

           Finally, our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Jacques Klein, the Special Representative of the

     Secretary-General for Liberia.

           And that’s all I have for you.  You can find later today on our Web site some additional items I am not going to

     take the time to read here.

           First, the Secretary-General paid a tribute to Arthur Helton of the Council on Foreign Relations who died in the

     Baghdad bombing; there is a report today on Myanmar from the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human

     Rights; there is a report of the Secretary-General on the Sudan, which we would recommend to you; and a press

     release from FAO.  So, you can get those things from our Web site a little bit later.

           Any questions before we go to Richard?  I’ll start with Edie?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Fred, do we know how many people are now on the list of people who are subjected to sanctions

     under the Al Qaeda and the Taliban?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I don’t know if I have that number.  No, I don’t have it here; I’ll try to get

     it for you right after the briefing.  [He later said there were 123 individuals and 93 entities on the Al Qaeda list.]

           Question:  Thank you.

           Spokesman:  Mark?

           Question:  I just wondered if you could give an update on the state of both internal and independent

     investigations into the attack on the UN building in Baghdad.

           Spokesman:  There was one –- I guess you could call it semi-independent study, it was an internal

     [preliminary] study, but it involved OIOS, which, of course, is independent of the Secretary-General and reports directly

     to the General Assembly.  So, that has been completed, I believe.  And then the Secretary-General’s intention is to

     launch a separate, independent investigation.  We’re not prepared yet to announce exactly how that will be done, but

     we’re very close to being ready to announce that.

           Question:  And could we see the OIOS report, please?

           Spokesman:  It’s not an OIOS report.  OIOS was one of the entities that participated, which made it not

     entirely an internal report from our point of view.  I doubt it would be made public, but I will ask.

           Question:  And what are the findings of the report?

           Spokesman:  I doubt we would make that public, but I will ask.  Yes, Robert?

           Question:  The draft amendments that are out there on the Iraq resolution, there seems to be a general

     growing indication that the Governing Council is being seen as a legitimate interim representative for Iraq.  Does this

     give the Secretary-General cause for optimism for this convergence that he is seeking in Geneva?  Covergence of the

     UN ...

           Spokesman:  The discussions among Member States are very preliminary.  Any pieces of paper that might be

     circulating have no official status.  The Secretary-General has asked these governments to quietly work out their

     differences among themselves; and, certainly, I am not going to comment on whatever might be circulating now on his

     behalf.

           Okay, Richard?

           Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Thank you, Fred.

           Good afternoon. 

           General Assembly President Kavan issued the following statement, this morning.

           “I am deeply shocked and saddened by the murder of Anna Lindh, Foreign Minister of Sweden.  Anna was a

     good friend and colleague with whom I had worked closely as Czech Foreign Minister and as President of the UN

     General Assembly.  I remember her as a warm and lovely human being, an excellent diplomat, a great European, a

     passionate social democrat and a wonderful woman with whom I shared a vision of a socially just and peaceful world

     based on solidarity and tolerance.  I am appalled by this senseless and brutal death and hope that the perpetrator will

     be speedily brought to justice.  My thoughts are with her family, friends and the people of Sweden who so much

     cherish their open society.”

           The statement is available at the documents counter.

           And I would just like to remind you of President Kavan’s press conference this afternoon in UNCA at 4 p.m.  

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  What is the status of Iraq going into this General Assembly session, is it going to be represented

     by the people who are in the Mission now or do you have any information on that?

           Spokesman for General Assembly President:  I don’t have any information on that, no.

           Question:  It’s not an issue that’s up before the Assembly, I mean ... ?

           Spokesman for General Assembly President:  I am not aware that there is anything before the Credentials

     Committee or anything at this point.

           Question:  Okay.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  General, welcome to the briefing.

                                              * *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Office" ��BBC - Japan, UN Environment Programme set up regional office�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mercury" ��Europe Environment - EU/Arctic council: environment ministers demand EU crackdown on mercury�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Campaign" ��Jakarta Post - Global green campaign launched locally�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Treaty" ��BBC - GM trade treaty takes effect� 






































Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
18

