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Cent pays en corée du sud au chevet de l’environnement 
L’eau potable, dont sont privés un milliard d’habitants, les “zones mortes” dans les océans, sans oxygène et donc sans vie, les tempêtes de sable qui brûlent l’Asie du Nord : 100 pays se retrouvaient lundi dernier en Corée du Sud pour tenter de guérir ces maux de l’environnement. 
“L’eau potable reste la question la plus grave et la plus critique du XXIe siècle”, écrit Klaus Toepfer, directeur du Programme des Nations unies pour l’environnement (PNUE), dans un rapport chargé de préparer la première conférence asiatique de l’agence, de lundi à mercredi sur l’île de Jeju, dans le sud de la Corée. 

“Un sixième de la population mondiale, soit un milliard de personnes, n’a d’ores et déjà pas accès à l’eau potable, étant ainsi privé du plus élémentaire des besoins humains”, souligne-t-il. 

Et, si rien n’est fait, ce sera un tiers de la population, soit deux milliards de personnes, qui souffriront du manque d’eau d’ici quelques décennies, avertit le responsable. 

L’Asie souffre déjà du taux de population disposant d’eau potable le plus faible au monde, ses villes comptant parmi les plus polluées de la planète et son habitat naturel parmi les plus menacés. 

Les écologistes préviennent que le continent ne peut pas se permettre de suivre l’exemple des autres régions développées. “Historiquement, l’Europe, l’Afrique du Nord et le Japon se sont industrialisés d’abord et ont nettoyé ensuite. Une telle pensée rétrograde n’est plus possible dans un monde de six milliards d’habitants”, avertit M. Toepfer. 

Tout aussi critique est l’apparition de “zones mortes” dans les mers et océans. L’apparition de ces lieux complètement privés d’oxygène et donc de vie est “entièrement due à la pollution” et a de “graves implications sur la pêche et la conservation de la faune marine et bien sûr, sur la population”, souligne Nick Nuttall, responsable des médias au PNUE. 

La conférence étudiera le lien possible entre ces zones et le “nuage atmosphérique brun”, une couverture de pollution épaisse d’environ trois kms qui inquiète les scientifiques depuis des années. 

Le PNUE se penchera également sur les tempêtes de sable qui se forment dans les déserts de Chine et ravagent la péninsule coréenne, le Japon et jusqu’à la côte ouest des Etats-Unis. Le PNUE qualifie le phénomène de “menace importante pour la santé, l’économie et l’environnement pour la région et au-delà.” La Chine tente de contrer le danger en stoppant l’avancée du désert de Gobi grâce notamment à la reforestation. “Les progrès sont lents mais les mesures sont efficaces”, souligne le rapport du PNUE. 

Le PNUE devrait également durant cette conférence rendre public son livre annuel sur les perspectives environnementales, qui évalue l’évolution de différents dossiers, comme l’objectif de réduire de moitié la proportion de la population sans accès durable à l’eau potable, d’ici 2015.
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La ONU advierte del incremento de zonas carentes de oxígeno en los océanos a causa de los fertilizantes, la polución y los residuos 
Estas áreas se están convirtiendo en serias amenazas para los bancos de peces y para las personas que viven de la pesca 

Actualmente existen 150 "zonas muertas" o carentes de oxígeno en los mares y océanos del planeta debido a un exceso de nutrientes, en su mayoría nitrógeno, que se originan a partir de los fertilizantes agrícolas, las emisiones de vehículos e industriales y los residuos. Los bajos niveles de oxígeno en el agua hacen muy difícil la supervivencia de peces, ostras y otras criaturas del mar, así como de hábitats importantes como las praderas marinas. Así lo pone de manifiesto un nuevo informe del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), en el que los expertos afirman que el número y tamaño de estas áreas desoxigenadas van en aumento desde la década de los 60 y desde 1990 hasta la actualidad se han duplicado, por lo que advierten de que se están convirtiendo rápidamente en serias amenazas para los "stocks" pesqueros y para las personas que tienen en las pesquerías su único sustento.

El Primer Anuario de Evaluación Ambiental Integral del PNUMA refleja algunos de los acontecimientos más importantes relacionados con el medio ambiente ocurridos durante 2003. Los asuntos tratados incluyen la entrada en vigor del Protocolo de Cartagena para organismos genéticamente modificados, el coste de los desastres naturales relacionados con el clima y los retos que existen para mejorar el abastecimiento de agua potable para más de un millón de personas en las zonas menos desarrolladas del planeta.

Pero los hallazgos de este informe se refieren a esa creciente "fertilización" de nuestro planeta y de áreas carentes de oxígeno en nuestros mares, que necesita de medidas urgentes. Mientras en algunas partes del mundo, como en muchas zonas de África, la escasez de nitrógeno reduce las posibilidades de cubrir la demanda de alimentos por parte de los agricultores, en muchas otras partes del globo el excesivo uso de estos productos está contribuyendo a la escalada de "zonas muertas". 

Aunque se usen con cuidado, los fertilizantes -cuyo ingrediente principal es el nitrógeno- aplicados a cultivos se quedan en el suelo, y de ahí llegan a los ríos y luego al mar. Esto, combinado con nutrientes de las aguas negras y gases de nitrógeno provenientes de las emisiones de automóviles y fábricas, desatan la acción del nitrógeno en el mar. El nitrógeno actúa estimulando el crecimiento de algas en las aguas, y su rápido crecimiento, así como su descomposición por microorganismos que usan gran parte del oxígeno que hay en el sistema, crea un hábitat inhóspito para las criaturas marinas. Algunas de estas áreas son relativamente pequeñas, con menos de un kilómetro cuadrado de superficie, pero otras superan con creces los 70.000 kilómetros cuadrados.

Las causas de que se formen estas "zonas muertas" son, por lo tanto, variadas. Por ejemplo, en el Golfo de México el descenso del oxígeno viene dado sobre todo por el uso de fertilizantes en la agricultura, mientras que el problema en el Mar Báltico, el norte del Adriático, el Golfo de Tailandia, el Mar Amarillo y la Bahía de Chesapeake (Estados Unidos) es resultado de una combinación de fertilizantes, compuestos volátiles de nitrógeno procedentes de la quema de combustibles fósiles y el vertido de residuos. En España, existen también dos "zonas muertas" con eventos de descenso de oxígeno que ocurren anualmente relacionados con una estratificación en verano o en otoño. Estas zonas están situadas en el Atlántico, frente a las costas de Galicia, y en el mar Cantábrico.

La importancia del efecto cascada en el ciclo del nitrógeno -un mismo átomo de nitrógeno puede contribuir a que se produzca una secuencia de muchos y variados impactos negativos- se hace aún más evidente por la demostración de que está ligado a los cambios más relevantes que a escala global y regional se están produciendo en el medio ambiente: el agujero de la capa de ozono, acidez de suelos, calentamiento, contaminación de aguas superficiales y subterráneas y pérdida de biodiversidad. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ The International Herald Tribune
April 12, 2004 Monday

'Green walls' campaign scrutinized in China;Billions of trees fail to contain desert

BYLINE: Howard W. French

SOURCE: The New York Times

DATELINE: AKSU, China:

BODY:
Above a bumpy road on which each passing vehicle kicks up a cloud of dust, a red banner proclaims: "Plant trees. Create forests. It's good for the nation."

Nearby, a farmer, Zhang Minqing, explained what he and his wife were doing scratching at what looked from a distance like bone-dry earth, but was really a tree farm in its infancy. The couple assured a visitor that the tiny sprigs would grow up to bear fruit in just five years, but the scene appeared all but hopeless. 

"Last year our first crop failed because we didn't know what we were doing," said Zhang, who migrated here from Sichuan Province, to take advantage of farm subsidies and promises of abundant land. "We didn't provide enough water and they all died."

His sprigs of jujube trees are part of a 25-year effort by the Chinese government to rein in the Taklimakan, a desert as large as Germany.

International forestry experts say the scale of China's tree planting far surpasses anything ever tried. According to government statistics, 42 billion trees have been planted since 1982.

Last year alone, the effort involved more than 560 million people. In the latest phase of the effort, announced two years ago, China plans to plant trees in an area of 440,000 square kilometers, or 170,000 square miles -- just over the size of California -- over a decade.

In Xinjiang, this westernmost province, which is home to some of the world's biggest deserts, two million acres of trees have been planted. It is all part of a plan to create more than a thousand "green walls" that will fence in the desert. Jujube trees are particularly suited to the harsh climate here, able to withstand winter temperatures near minus 34 degrees Celsius, or minus 30 degrees Fahrenheit, while thriving in the scorching summers.

And yet for all their efforts, officials are hard-pressed to answer two fundamental questions: Has tree planting on this scale done any good, and what has it cost? By one measure, the huge program appears to have achieved little.

It is sandstorm season in China, a sky-darkening, lung-choking phenomenon involving wind-borne dust from the Taklimakan and Gobi deserts that plays havoc with aviation in northern China for weeks, cripples high-tech manufacturing and worsens respiratory problems as far downstream as Japan, the Korean Peninsula and even the Western United States.

According to a recent report by the UN Environmental Program, the average number of sandstorms in China has grown from five in the 1960s to 24 in the 1990s. The Chinese government itself reports that the country's deserts are expanding at a rate of 9,800 square kilometers a year. Indeed, some of the country's largest deserts appear to be merging.

No exhaustive reckoning of the cost of the efforts to contain the desert, much less an appraisal of its cost effectiveness, has ever been carried out. Mass campaigns like these began in China's early Communist history, when huge social and natural engineering efforts were undertaken, often with disastrous effects.

As part of a drive to give China the highest crop yields in the world in the mid-1950s, Mao Zedong began his so-called Four No's Campaign, putting millions of people to the task of trying to eliminate rats, sparrows, flies and mosquitoes.

So many of the birds were killed that crops were infested with their natural prey, caterpillars.

During a 1950s campaign to make China a leading steel producer, for example, part of the disastrous Great Leap Forward, the countryside was stripped of trees for fuel to fire backyard furnaces, causing widespread floods.

No one expects today's tree planting efforts will have anything like these calamitous side effects, but if the campaign is not effective, the huge cost is, if nothing else, will be a financial disaster.

Jiang Gaoming, an expert with the Chinese Academy of Science, said the government would do better to "leave the desert alone."

To plant trees on such a vast scale, "economically and ecologically, it is a big waste of money," he said. "There is a serious problem of interests involved, and some people don't care, because it is state money."

Liu Tuo, director of the state Antidesertification Office, rejected criticism of the program's merits.

"This is a comprehensive effort to fight the desertification problem, and it is the correct policy," he said. "The reason the desert was still growing at the end of the 20th century is not because the policy is wrong.

"It results from the pressure of population growth and the resulting damage to the environment."

Many international experts, however, say that at best the jury is still out.

"There are all kinds of Johnny Appleseed-type stories about some guy who keeps planting trees in the desert, and 50 years later, the land is back," said William Hyde, an economist and forester with extensive experience in China.

"I just don't know if this works, and if it does, what the cost-benefit basis of it is. And I don't think any Chinese agricultural economist has looked seriously into this either." _________________________________________________________________________________________
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 Billions of Trees Planted, and Nary a Dent in the Desert                   

 By HOWARD W. FRENCH                                                        

 (Embedded image moved to file: pic17578.gif)KSU, China ? Above a bumpy     

 road on which each passing vehicle kicks up a cloud of dust, a red banner  

 proclaims: "Plant trees. Create forests. It's good for the nation."        

 Nearby, a farmer, Zhang Minqing, explained what he and his wife were doing 

 scratching at what looked from a distance like bone-dry earth, but was     

 really a tree farm in its infancy. The couple assured a visitor that the   

 tiny sprigs would grow up to bear fruit in just five years, but the scene  

 appeared all but hopeless.                                                 

 "Last year our first crop failed because we didn't know what we were       

 doing," said Mr. Zhang, who migrated here from Sichuan Province, to take   

 advantage of farm subsidies and promises of abundant land. "We didn't      

 provide enough water and they all died."                                   

 His sprigs of jujube trees are part of a 25-year effort by the Chinese     

 government to rein in the Taklimakan, a desert as large as Germany.        

 International forestry experts say the scale of China's tree planting far  

 surpasses anything ever tried.                                             

 According to government statistics, 42 billion trees have been planted     

 since 1982. Last year alone, the effort involved more than 560 million     

 people. In the latest phase of the effort, announced two years ago, China  

 plans to plant trees in an area of 170,000 square miles ? just over the    

 size of California ? over a decade.                                        

 In Xinjiang, this western-most province, which is home to some of the      

 world's biggest deserts, two million acres of trees have already been      

 planted. It is all part of a plan to create more than a thousand "green    

 walls" that will fence in the desert. Jujube trees are particularly suited 

 to the harsh climate here, able to withstand winter temperatures near      

 minus 30 degrees while thriving in the scorching summers.                  

 And yet for all their efforts, officials are hard pressed to answer two    

 fundamental questions: has tree planting on this scale done any good, and  

 what has it cost?                                                          

 By one measure, the huge program appears to have achieved little. It is    

 sandstorm season in China, a sky-darkening, lung-choking phenomenon        

 involving wind-borne dust from the Taklimakan and Gobi deserts that plays  

 havoc with aviation in northern China for weeks, cripples high-tech        

 manufacturing and worsens respiratory problems as far downstream as Japan, 

 the Korean peninsula and even the western United States.                   

 According to a recent report by the United Nations Environmental Program,  

 the average number of sandstorms in China has grown from 5 in the 1960's   

 to 24 in the 1990's. The Chinese Government itself reports that the        

 country's deserts are expanding at a rate of 3,800 square miles a year.    

 Indeed, some of the country's largest deserts appear to be merging.        

 No exhaustive reckoning of the cost of the efforts to contain the desert,  

 much less an appraisal of its cost effectiveness, has ever been carried    

 out. Mass campaigns like these began in China's early Communist history,   

 when huge social and natural engineering efforts were undertaken, often    

 with disastrous effects.                                                   

 As part of a drive to give China the highest crop yields in the world in   

 the mid-1950's, Mao Zedong began his so-called Four No's Campaign, putting 

 millions of people to the task of trying to eliminate rats, sparrows,      

 flies and mosquitoes. So many of the birds were killed that crops were     

 infested with their natural prey, caterpillars.                            

 During a 1950's campaign to make China a leading steel producer, for       

 example, part of the country's disastrous Great Leap Forward, the          

 countryside was stripped of trees for fuel to fire backyard furnaces,      

 causing widespread floods.                                                 

 No one expects that today's tree planting efforts will have anything like  

 these calamitous side effects, but if the campaign is not effective, the   

 huge cost is, if nothing else, a financial disaster.                       

 Jiang Gaoming, an expert with the Chinese Academy of Science, said the     

 government would do better to "leave the desert alone."                    

 To plant trees on such a vast scale, "economically and ecologically, it is 

 a big waste of money," he said. "There is a serious problem of interests   

 involved, and some people don't care, because it is state money."          

 Liu Tuo, director of the state Anti-desertification Office, rejected        

 criticism of the program's merits. "This is a comprehensive effort to      

 fight the desertification problem, and it is the correct policy," he said. 

 "The reason the desert was still growing at the end of the 20th century is 

 not because the policy is wrong. It results from the pressure of           

 population growth and the resulting damage to the environment."            

 Many international experts, however, say that at best the jury is still    

 out. "There are all kinds of Johnny Appleseed-type stories about some guy  

 who keeps planting trees in the desert, and 50 years later, the land is    

 back," said William Hyde, an economist and forester with extensive         

 experience in China. "I just don't know if this works, and if it does,     

 what the cost- benefit basis of it is. And I don't think any Chinese       

 agricultural economist has looked seriously into this either."             

 Stands of poplars line the roads out of town and rise here and there from  

 otherwise desolate-looking earth.                                          

 "Everyone in the project must work 26 days a year planting trees, and if   

 you work more, you get paid extra," said Liu Xuemin, a 33-year-old farmer  

 who leaned against his mud-caked Forever bicycle next to an irrigated      

 field full of saplings. "The idea is to plant these trees here as a break  

 against the sand, which is carried by the wind."                           

 Asked if there was real desert nearby, Mr. Liu issued a sharp chuckle, and 

 pointed to a nearby path strewn with tumbleweed and brambles, saying,      

 "Just follow that." At the end of the path, just beyond a tall berm,       

 Sahara-like dunes stretched to the horizon.                                

__________________________________________________________________________________________
The Guardian

Wartime wrecks threaten to spill slicks into tropical idyll 

Oil leaking from hundreds of rusting, sunken wrecks threatens the Pacific 

David Fickling in Sydney
Sunday April 11, 2004
The Observer 

For the tourists who made 50,000 dives a year in New Caledonia's crystalline waters, the Ever Prosperity was simply an intriguing wreck off the exquisite, white-sand Amédée islet. 
The island, a short boat ride from the capital, Nouméa, is the cradle of the local diving industry and a prime tourist destination. 

But a fortnight ago the Ever Prosperity's corroding hull threatened this jewel of the French Pacific territory when it released an eight- square-mile oil slick just a few hundred metres from Amédée's beaches. The situation was serious enough for the navy to dispatch a small flotilla of boats to surround the oil with a 2,000ft barrage and break up the slick. Through a miraculous combination of weather conditions, it broke up without seriously affecting the shoreline. 

But the incident has concentrated minds on a situation threatening the entire Pacific. The Ever Prosperity was an ore carrier which had most of its tanks pumped dry after it sank in 1970, leaving only a small supply of starter fuel to threaten New Caledonia's reefs. But regional environment experts say a far greater threat to the region is posed by the hundreds of wrecks left over from the Second World War, many of which sank with full tanks and have never been pumped. 

'These things have been corroding for 60 years, as well as being exposed to catastro phic events like cyclones,' says Sefanaia Nawadra of the UN's South Pacific regional environment programme. 'It's a bit like a game of chance: the odds of a leak are stacking up more and more.' 

The problem was brought to the fore in 2000, when residents of Ulithi atoll in the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) noticed oil slicks in their lagoon after a cyclone. 

More than 300 gallons a day were pouring from the wreck of the USS Mississinewa, an oil tanker sunk by a Japanese suicide submarine in 1944. The remote atoll's 700 residents were unable to swim or fish and a state of emergency was declared. 

Nawadra says there are records of 3,800 wrecks scattered about the Pacific. Nearly 400 will need further assess ment. Many are icons of eco-tourism, thanks to the coral that has engulfed them since 1945. Japanese tourists who dive to explore the wrecks of Chuuk lagoon represent one of the biggest earners for the FSM's economy. 

Draining the oil from the Mississinewa cost $4m, and many Pacific wrecks would present far greater difficulties. While the Mississinewa is just 40 metres below the surface, the 550,000 tonnes of war shipwrecks in the Solomon Islands were sunk in 100-150 metres. 'The costs go up exponentially the deeper you go,' says Nawadra. 

Adding to the problem is that the wrecks remain the property of the US and Japanese governments and cannot be tampered with by locals because to do so could desecrate a war grave. 

The Mississinewa was not the first wreck to start leaking oil. Gradvin Aisek, manager of the Blue Lagoon dive shop in the FSM's Chuuk lagoon, says that the Kiyoshi Maru used to regularly cause minor slicks in the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

His parents remembered the slicks that followed an American bombing of the Japanese fleet in Chuuk. 'After the bombing, for two, three or five days the lagoon was totally oily. It took three or four months to clear all the oil out,' he said. 

As with the Mississinewa, funds to clean up the Pacific's wrecks are unlikely to be made available until a slick occurs. The FSM's environmental health co-ordinator, Moses Bretrick, says he knows of at least two shipwrecks which could cause slicks, but doubts that anything will be done in the short term. 

'That's the concern, that people won't do anything until oil starts to come out. It may probably be due to the magnitude of the damage. If the damage is great, we may have urgent people coming to help contain it, but otherwise it might take time.' 

Russell Maharaj, of the South Pacific regional organisation Sopac, says that the Solomon Islands' problems are particularly acute. 'There are several vessels in that area which actually leak oil,' he said. 'You see slicks when the tide falls and there's not so much rain runoff. A lot of people have reported it.' 

Allan Kemakeza, the Solomons' Prime Minister, agrees: 'We think it will be a disaster very shortly. The Second World War wreckage in the Solomon Islands is so huge - 200-plus ships were sunk here during the war. It will be a disastrous issue if the oil leaks.' 



Reuters

Increasing Destruction of Amazon Alarms Activists
BRASILIA, Brazil - The rate of deforestation in Brazil's Amazon rose 2.1 percent last year to its second-highest level ever as farmers encroached further on the world's largest jungle, Brazil's government said. 

The high rate of destruction alarmed environmentalists, who said too little was being done to combat the problem by the government, which has vowed to reduce the level this year. 

"I am worried, the figures are too high," said Rosa Lemos de Sa of conservation group WWF Brazil. "The tendency is for it to stay high unless drastic measures are taken, and I don't see the government doing anything drastic." 

Preliminary figures from Brazil's Environment Ministry showed deforestation in the Amazon jumped to 9,170 square miles in 2003 from 8,983 square miles in 2002. The 2002 data was recalculated, it said. 

"The growth rate of deforestation has been halted," said Brazil's Environment Minister Marina Silva, a former maid who comes from the Amazon. "The big challenge is that 23,000 is still a very worrying number." 

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, Brazil's first working-class president, last month unveiled plans to halt the destruction amid criticism his center-left government failed to act during its first year. 

He promised satellite monitoring and joint action by ministries after a 28 percent jump in deforestation between 2001 and 2002 pushed the level toward the record rate of 11,229 square miles seen in 1995. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH POSES THREAT 

Critics say Lula could hasten Amazon destruction as he focuses on infrastructure projects and export crops to fight the economic stagnation and rising unemployment that has dogged Brazil since he entered office. 

The Amazon, an area of continuous tropical forest that is larger than Western Europe, has been described as the "lungs of the world" because of its vast capacity to produce oxygen. 

Environmentalists fear its destruction because it is home to up to 30 percent of the planet's animal and plant species and is an important source of medicines. 

Deforestation has often lurched higher and lower on the fortunes of Latin America's largest economy and the amount of credit available to farmers. 

"It's only thanks to the adverse economic climate the deforestation didn't go even higher last year," said Roberto Smeraldi, director of Friends of the Earth in Brazil. 

He said Lula's anti-deforestation plan had a good focus on law enforcement but did not grasp the scale of economic incentives needed to prevent destruction. 

Most Amazon destruction occurs due to burning and logging to create farms. Environmentalists want Lula to push for jobs in areas like sustainable forestry and tourism rather than cattle ranching and soy farming. 

Deforestation declined in most states in 2003 but jumped nearly 30 percent in Mato Grosso, Brazil's top soy growing region. Environmentalists fear Brazil's growing cattle industry poses the biggest future threat to the Amazon. 

Story by Andrew Hay 

Story Date: 13/4/2004 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
ENS

Warming World Has No Greenland Ice, Less California Rain 
LONDON, UK, April 8, 2004 (ENS) - Global warming that continues for several hundred years could cause the Greenland ice sheet to disappear, with a related seven meter (23 foot) rise in sea level that would inundate sea coasts around the world, warns a new study by an international team of scientists. 

The paper concludes that the "removal of the Greenland ice sheet due to prolonged climatic warming would not be reversible." 

Originally published in the "Journal of Climate" earlier this year, and republished today in the in the British science journal "Nature," the study is based on an advanced computer model of future climate trends. 

Climate scientist Jonathan Gregory (Photo courtesy University of Reading)
It is the work of three scientists, two of whom - Jonathan Gregory and Thomas Toniazzo - work at the Hadley Centre for Climate Prediction and Research of the British Meteorological Office where some of the world's fastest supercomputers are running. 

They are joined for this study by glaciologist Dr. Philippe Huybrechts of the Alfred Wegener Institute, Germany's leading institute for polar and marine research. 

The scientists used the HadCM3 - a coupled atmosphere-ocean general circulation model developed at the Hadley Centre - to simulate the global and regional climate with preindustrial atmospheric greenhouse gas composition and also with the Greenland ice sheet removed. 

They forecast how the world's second largest ice sheet, after Antarctica, behaves as various levels of carbon dioxide (CO2) are emitted by the combustion of fossil fuels - oil, coal and natural gas. 

The authors report that the lowest CO2 concentration used in the model, of 450 parts per million (ppm), is almost certain to be exceeded by 2050. 

The Greenland ice sheet seen from the air (Photo courtesy Keele University)
"We conclude that the Greenland ice sheet is likely to be eliminated by anthropogenic climate change unless much more substantial emission reductions are made than those envisaged by the IPCC," the authors say, referring to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a group of 2,500 scientists from around the world. 

"This would mean a global average sea-level rise of seven metres during the next 1,000 years or more," they conclude. 

Even if carbon dioxide concentrations in the atmosphere returned to pre-industrial levels, the ice sheet would not regenerate, the study finds, because the bare land will have lost its white covering and thus its ability to cool the planet by reflecting sunlight away from the surface. 

A separate climate study published today in the "New Scientist" warns that by 2050, cities and towns along the west coast of the United States could be experiencing a serious water shortage, due to global warming. 

Using a different climate model, Jacob Sewall and Lisa Cirbus Sloan from the University of California at Santa Cruz found that as Arctic sea ice melts, annual rainfall may drop by as much as 30 percent from Seattle to Los Angeles, and inland as far as the Rocky Mountains. 

As temperatures rise over the next 50 years, the area of Arctic sea ice is predicted to shrink by as much as 50 percent in some areas during the summer. 

They found that the effects on Europe were not severe, but the model showed that the sea ice changes are likely to mean significantly fewer storms will pass over the west coast of the United States. 

"Winter sea ice acts like an insulating lid," explains Sewall. "When the lid is reduced, more heat can escape from the ocean to warm the atmosphere." 

Towers of warm air form above areas where sea ice has been lost, and that disturbs the flow of air in the atmosphere around them, "like the supports under a bridge alter the flow of water in a river," they write. 

Such towers formed between Norway and Greenland, deflecting winter storms that would otherwise have passed over the west coast of the United States towards northern British Columbia and southern Alaska. These areas received six percent more rain, while southern British Columbia down to southern California suffered a 30 percent drop in precipitation. 

The researchers will publish their results in a future issue of "Geophysical Research Letters." 

The United Nations' Kyoto Protocol is the only international agreement in place which requires industrial countries to limit greenhouse gas emissions by an average of 5.2 percent during the first commitment period 2008 to 2012. 

While the protocol has been ratified by the European Union, Canada and Japan, which are already taking steps to limit their emissions, it will not become legally binding until Russia ratifies, and Russia has still not committed to ratification of the agreement. 

Early in his term, President George W. Bush pulled the United States, the world's biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, out of the protocol process, saying the economic consequences were not worth the climate gains.

BBC

Canada embarks on mass seal hunt 
Canada's largest seal cull for more than 50 years is taking place despite protests by environmentalists and animal rights groups. 
The government is allowing more than 300,000 seals to be killed, arguing that the campaign is both ecologically sound and economically justified. 

Protests helped end the hunting of young seals for their pelts off Canada's east coast 25 years ago. 

Some activists say their efforts to report this cull are being blocked. 

Sealers have been making their way out to ice floes off the coast of Newfoundland and Labrador for the annual hunt. 

Under new guidelines, most seals are meant to be shot and not clubbed to death in a bid to make the killing more humane. 

Around 140,000 seals are expected to be slaughtered by the end of Tuesday. 

Fish stocks 
The seal hunt in Newfoundland and Labrador withered 25 years ago as images of hunters clubbing infant seals horrified TV viewers across the world. 

THE CULL 

Up to 350,000 baby harp seals to be killed this season 

Preliminary culls started at the beginning of April 

2,500 men and 150 trawlers to gather for intensive 36-hour phase of cull on 12 April 

Up to 10,000 seals to be killed per daylight hour 

Killing of "whitecoat" seals - aged up to 12 days - banned 

The US banned imports of seal products in 1972 and the EU followed suit a decade later with a ban on white pelt imports, taken from the youngest babies. 

As a result, the Canadian government reduced quotas for seal hunting to as low as 15,000 annually - mainly for meat and local handicraft. 

But with fur again in fashion the hunt is back. 

Canada increased the quotas last year, allowing a million seals to be killed over the space of three years. 

Canadian Natural Resources Minister John Efford said many claims about the hunt were simply wrong. 

He argued that the seal population was exploding - an estimated 5.2 million harp seals in the North Atlantic at present - and commercial fish stocks were vanishing. 

Mr Efford added that the cull was important for the local economy during a traditionally slow economic time of the year. 

Permits 'delayed' 
But the BBC's Ian Gunn in Vancouver, Canada, says it would be difficult to counter the image of dying seals with such arguments. 

The Canadian tourism commission admitted last week it was keeping an eye open for an international backlash should the protests gather strength. 

One campaigning group, the US-based Humane Society, has been taking full-page adverts in prominent American newspapers to urge a travel boycott against Canada. 

Groups accuse officials of "attempting to scapegoat seals" for their own fisheries mismanagement. 

The International Fund for Animal Welfare (Ifaw) says government guidelines on humane hunting methods are being ignored. 

"We filmed and witnessed seals being skinned alive right in front of us," Ifaw activist Rebecca Aldworth told Reuters news agency last week. 

"We saw live seals being dragged while conscious across the ice with boat hooks, we saw stockpiles of dead and dying seals, it was really horrific." 

The Ifaw also accused Canada's federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans of deliberately delaying the issue of ice floe permits to protesters wishing to witness the hunt. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

__________________________________________________________________________________________
ROAP Media Update – 12 April 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

The greening of China's GDP
SpaceDaily - Apr 8, 2004 (By Yan Tai, Hong Kong (UPI) April 7, 2004) - China's annual State of the Environment report, released in late March, did not paint a promising picture.
With sandstorms blowing in the north, acid rain pouring in the south, and complaints against pollution from neighboring countries increasing, China has the world wondering if its environment is beyond despair.
http://www.spacedaily.com/upi/20040407-07072500.html 

*****************************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –9 April 2004

UN or UNEP in the News
World art exhibition on environmental protection tours in China 

Xinhuanet, People’s Daily 2004-4-8

An art exhibition on environmental protection was held in China's northern metropolis of Tianjin on Thursday, the first stop of its world tour. Initiated by the United Nations, the show, dubbed "Parchemin au Tour du Monde", began in Paris this month to invite children to draw their wishes of a better environment in their hometown. It aimed to help children learn about the environment and public health, said the sponsor Veolia Environment based in France. 

About 1,000 children under 12 in Tianjin drew for the show and six of them were given UN drawing awards. The tour will continue to Guangzhou and Shanghai before going to some 30 other countries. All the art works will be shown at a UN-Habitat conference in Paris in June, said the Tianjin Municipal People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-04/08/content_1408960.htm

  
ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

12 April 2004

Syria

Allied Expo organises Syr Enviro 2004, Syroil 2004 Exhibitions at DIF new site 
Under the patronage of Premier Mohammad Naji Ottri, the Syrian International Environment(Syr Envo 2004,) and the 4th Syrian International Oil and Gas(Syroil 2004) Exhibitions were held at the new site of Damascus International Fair on 5-8 April. The two exhibitions were simultaneously held by Allied Expo Company. 

http://www.teshreen.com/syriatimes/_economi.asp?FileName=20040412062758
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

UAE

Establishments breaking environment laws to be dealt with strongly

Authorities are set to take tougher measures against establishments violating environment laws that cause hazards to human and environmental health. 

The decision was taken at a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) on Tuesday and the concerned authorities have been instructed to tighten environment-monitoring regulations and ensure full compliance with the laws.

It further instructed the establishment of a standard code of practice and ordered the imposition of punitive measures against establishments that violate the laws.

A detailed report on the activities and projects carried out by the agency during 2003 was reviewed and approved in addition to its budget for 2004. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/april/theuae_april206.xml
Qatar

Environment body in Qatar organises festival

As part of its ongoing efforts to create environmental awareness among all sections of society, Qatar's Centre for Environment Friends (CEF) is organising its third festival, by celebrating the Al Samr (Umbrella Thorn) plant. 

This was selected as the theme, for this year, under the national environmental programme 'A Flower Each Spring'.

The festival, which includes special activities for children, is being held under the patronage of Her Highness Shaikha Mouzah bint Nasser Al Misnad, wife of the Amir of Qatar, and Chairperson of the Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2004/april/middleeast_april236.xml
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan hails release of abducted aid worker in Dagestan, Russia

*
UN mission in DR of Congo finds bodies after report of gunmen killing villagers

*
Security Council elects three officers of DR of Congo sanctions committee

*
UN works to facilitate emergency relief for civilians in Falluja, Iraq

*
Alarmed over rising violence in Iraq, Annan urges protection of civilians
*
UN asks for $115 million to help internally displaced within Darfur, Sudan

*
UN police arrest alleged leader of last month’s deadly Kosovo riots

*
International community must seek common approach in Haiti, Fréchette says

*
Liberia disarmament to recommence in mid-April, UN announces

* * * *

Dagestan

12 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the release of Arjan Erkel, a volunteer for a non-governmental organization (NGO) who had been kidnapped almost two years while working in the Russian republic of Dagestan.

In a statement issued by his spokesman in New York, Mr. Annan thanked the Russian and Dagestani authorities for their efforts in helping to free Mr. Erkel.

Mr. Erkel was abducted on 12 August 2002 while serving with the aid agency Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders).

* * * 

DR of Congo

12 April – A United Nations team investigating a report that rampaging gunmen killed at least 25 people during three days of murder, rape and arson last month in a heavily forested district in the eastern area of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has found bodies in shallow graves and are sending more investigators this week.

According to Jacqueline Chenard, a spokesperson for the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), some bodies were seen “coming out of the mud’’ in Lukweti, a village 200 kilometres northeast of the North Kivu provincial capital, Goma.

Villagers reported that about 40 people were killed, including some in an area that could not be reached because the departing attackers had destroyed a bridge connecting one part of the village to the other, she said Saturday.

The rebels also burned down about 150 homes, Ms. Chenard added.

The marauders were identified variously as Rwandan rebels involved in the 1994 genocide, members of the formerly most important Congolese rebel group, the Congolese Rally for Democracy, (RCD) and Mayi-Mayi tribal militias who were allied with the former DRC Government in the five-year civil war that ended last June with the formation of a multi-factional Transitional Government.

Meanwhile, two UN peacekeeping soldiers in the Nepalese battalion, deployed in the Ituri provincial town of Mahagi, died in a convoy on Sunday and three others were injured when two tyres on their vehicle burst simultaneously. The two deaths brought to 36 the number of MONUC members who have died since the establishment of the mission in November 1999.

* * *
DR of Congo

12 April – The United Nations Security Council has elected a chairman and two new vice chairpersons for its committee overseeing an arms embargo against the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

Following consultations, the 15 Council members Thursday elected as chairman Ambassador Abdallah Baali, the Permanent Representative of Algeria to the UN, and as vice-chairpersons unnamed representatives of Benin and the Philippines, with mandates lasting until the end of the year.

The arms sanctions aim to stop illegal weapons flows to the DRC and the illegal exploitation of its resources. The committee has fact-finding expert reports on the links between illegal enrichment, weapons purchases and the conflicts which have plagued much of the DRC until recently and continue sporadically in the eastern Ituri region and the Kivu provinces.

A Security Council resolution of 12 March repeated its condemnation of the illegal activities taking place mainly in the DRC’s mining areas, despite an arms embargo imposed in July 2003, and repeated calls for governments to help end illegal trade in the country’s resources. The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) has been monitoring compliance with all related resolutions.

A panel of experts chaired by Mahmoud Kassem, a former Permanent Representative of Egypt to the UN, reported to the Council last October that it had drawn “the attention of companies to the disastrous situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the human tragedy occurring in conflict areas. The link between business activities in those areas and the continuation of hostilities was highlighted.”

An earlier report made public in October 2002 recommended that financial restrictions be placed on 29 companies based in Belgium, Rwanda, Uganda, DRC, Zimbabwe and South Africa. Travel bans and financial restrictions should be imposed on 54 individuals, it said.

In response to a Council recommendation in June 2000, former Côte d’Ivoire energy minister Safiatou Ba-N’Daw chaired an expert panel which reported on what it acknowledged was the limited information it could gather. In April 2001 she said the conflict had become a “win-win” situation for all belligerents and was then mainly about access to, control of and trade in coltan, diamonds, copper, cobalt and gold, as well as timber, coffee and ivory.

* * *

Iraq

12 April – The United Nations and its partners are working to ensure that emergency humanitarian aid reaches vulnerable groups in Falluja, Iraq, which has been the scene of deadly violence in recent days.

Together with the country’s Health Ministry, the Iraqi Red Crescent Society, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the UN is providing much-needed medical supplies like oxygen, blood bags and emergency health kits as well as a variety of other items.

“Humanitarian access to affected civilians, and access of those civilians in need to basic supplies and services are of major concern,” UN envoy Ross Mountain said today in Amman, Jordan.

“Aid workers, NGOs and other humanitarian organizations must be able to safely reach populations in distress, including those who require urgent medical assistance,” he added.

Echoing concerns voiced recently by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Mr. Mountain condemned recent kidnappings of aid workers and called for their immediate release. He also underlined the importance of taking all necessary measures to protect civilians – a requirement under international humanitarian law.

Meanwhile, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, and his team have been continuing their work soliciting the views of a broad cross-section of Iraqis on how best to deal with the transition to sovereignty, set for the end of June, based on a framework acceptable to all.

Mr. Brahimi met today with Adnan Pachachi, a member of the Governing Council and head of its sub-committee on elections. He also met with this month’s President of the Governing Council, Massoud Barzani, as well as with a group of 10 people representing the Iraqi Institute for Development and Democracy, who presented him with a paper on the transfer of sovereignty to the Iraqis.

Yesterday the team met with another Governing Council member, Jalal Talabani, and with a delegation from the Muslim Clerics Association.

On Saturday, the team went to Mosul, where it met with civic, religious and political leaders, tribal chiefs and members of the local council.

* * *

Iraq

11 April – Alarmed at the mounting violence in Iraq, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today reviewed the matter with senior UN and United States officials while urging all concerned to protect civilians.

The Secretary-General, who has been following recent developments with “great anxiety,” has been in touch with US Secretary of State Colin Powell as well as with his own Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, who is currently in Iraq, said a UN spokesman in a statement released in New York. 

Pointing to the increasing number of casualties among non-combatants, the Secretary-General appealed to all parties “to exercise restraint in order to minimize danger to innocent civilians,” the spokesman said.

On Friday Mr. Annan issued a strong appeal for the release of three Japanese hostages who are reportedly being held by Iraqi militants.

“The Secretary-General is deeply concerned about the threats to [their] lives,” his spokesman said in a statement.

Mr. Annan also called for the release of all other innocent civilians who may have been abducted for political ends in the conflict.

* * *

Sudan

12 April – The United Nations is calling for donors to provide $115 million to alleviate the humanitarian crisis in Sudan’s Darfur region, a five-fold increase of an earlier appeal for help for the more than 700,000 people estimated to have become uprooted from their homes because of civil conflict and an ethnic cleansing campaign against black Africans.

In a statement issued in Geneva, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said funds raised will go to a range of programmes, including schemes to provide food aid, health care, agricultural assistance and relief supplies.

The new amount replaces last September’s Greater Darfur Special Initiative, when $23 million was requested. Since then the number of Sudanese who are internally displaced has continued to increase.

UN agencies have estimated that at least 700,000 Sudanese have had to leave their homes since fighting erupted in Darfur early last year between the Sudanese Government, allied militias and rebel groups. Tens of thousands of refugees have fled into neighbouring Chad.

Earlier this month the UN launched a fresh appeal for Sudanese refugees in Chad, asking for more than $30 million to cover their needs for the year.

The agencies say they have been unable to help more than a third of those people displaced within Darfur because of the lack of security and the difficulties in obtaining travel permits across the region.

On Thursday in N’Djamena, the Chadian capital, the Sudanese Government and two rebel groups – the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) – signed a humanitarian ceasefire agreement.

The deal came a week after Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, told reporters that a coordinated, “scorched-earth” campaign of ethnic cleansing was taking place in Darfur.

Mr. Egeland said UN and NGO staff have received credible reports almost daily about atrocities – including murders, rapes and episodes of looting – and the forced depopulation of entire areas.

The envoy said the reports indicated the Janjaweed militias were mainly responsible for the atrocities and the victims were Darfur’s black Africans, especially members of its Fur, Zaghawas and Massalit ethnic communities.

Mr. Egeland is expected to visit Darfur later this month. A fact-finding mission sent by the Office for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) is currently in Chad, interviewing Sudanese refugees who have taken shelter in the country’s east.

A situation report from Darfur, released today by UN humanitarian agencies, shows that many villagers say that Janjaweed militia members have committed murders, rapes, beatings and many acts of looting in recent months.

* * *

Kosovo

12 April – United Nations police officers in Kosovo have arrested a Kosovo Albanian man for his alleged role in last month’s wave of deadly rioting that swept across the province.

A UN spokesperson told reporters today that Avdyl Mushkolaj was detained on Saturday, following the issuing of a warrant for his arrest by an international judge. Mr. Mushkolaj is alleged to have led and incited riots in the town of Dečani on 17 March.

Several days of rioting and violent attacks in Kosovo last month, the worst since the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) assumed control of the province in June 1999, left 19 people dead and hundreds injured and drove thousands of people, mostly Kosovo Serbs, from their homes. Hundreds of homes and religious buildings, including churches and monasteries, were destroyed or damaged as well.

In another development, the UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative for the province, Harri Holkeri, has replaced the managing director of the Kosovo Trust Agency.

In a statement Mr. Holkeri said he had decided to replace Marie Fucci in the post “to continue the privatization process more decisively.” He thanked Ms. Fucci for her dedication and commitment “in very difficult circumstances.”

* * *

Caribbean Community

12 April – With the United Nations preparing for a peacekeeping mission in Haiti, an integrated and common approach must be the hallmark of the international community’s involvement in the Caribbean country, Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette said today.

In opening remarks to a meeting in New York between representatives of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and the UN system, the Deputy Secretary-General said the UN is seeking to draw in all relevant actors and pursue a common strategic aim in Haiti.

“We will explore with CARICOM, as well as with the OAS [Organization of American States], what each of us is best positioned to contribute, in cooperation with our Haitian partners,” she said. “And since CARICOM, the OAS and the UN system will remain in Haiti long after the peacekeeping phase ends, we need to ensure that an integrated and common approach is followed.”

Looking at the broader issues facing the Caribbean region, the Deputy Secretary-General noted that one of the main areas of collaboration between the UN and CARICOM is trade, particularly the joint effort to press for greater liberalization and an international trading system that brings development gains for the bloc’s countries.

Ms. Fréchette also pointed to working together to cope with the AIDS epidemic, which affects the Caribbean like no other region in the world except for sub-Saharan Africa. Among Caribbean teens, girls are five times more likely to contract HIV, she noted. “CARICOM itself has proved a useful forum for region cooperation on this issue,” she said. “We need to continue and step up such efforts.”

As for the upcoming 10-year review conference of an action plan to help Small Island Developing States, the Deputy Secretary-General said she shared the hope that it will produce not only renewed political commitment, but also practical initiatives that will generate progress towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a set of anti-poverty targets endorsed at a 2000 UN summit.

“Security threats – from political violence through money laundering to drug trafficking and smuggling – have serious consequences for the functioning of the region’s economies, for governance and stability, and for social well-being,” she said.

“Our enduring hope is to prevent such crises, and to build solid foundations for balanced, sustainable development throughout the region,” she added.

* * * 

Liberia

10 April – The senior United Nations envoy to Liberia and the head of the country’s National Transitional Government today announced that the process of disarming, demobilizing, rehabilitating and reintegrating (DDRR) ex-fighters will restart on 15 April. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Jacques Paul Klein and Chairman C. Gyude Bryant presented the date at a press briefing in Monrovia. The process originally began on 7 December but was suspended one week later to allow time for better organization.

“Disarmament has been a cry of all our people,” said Chairman Bryant. “Everybody wants disarmament to begin and we are about to do that,” he added, noting that the effort will be carried out on a “sequential basis” beginning in Gbarnga and moving through Buchanan, Tubmanburg and other areas later this month.

Special Representative Klein said that essential conditions to restart the effort had been met: adequate sensitization of combatants, adequate Force deployment, and construction of cantonment sites.

He urged the factions to submit comprehensive lists of their fighters, locations and weapons, calling this information “vital to support implementation of the programme.” The disarmament drive, he emphasized, is “the essential prerequisite for lasting peace and stability” in Liberia. 

During the DDRR process, combatants will report to designated pick-up points with all their weapons and ammunition. They will then be brought to disarmament sites and, after laying down their arms, will be transported to cantonment areas for demobilization. There, former fighters will receive photo IDs, medical screening, treatment and food, as well as orientation programmes. 

After a minimum seven-day stay, the ex-soldiers will be discharged from the cantonment site and provided with $150 and transport assistance to support their return to their communities of choice. After three months, they will get another $150 to help them start a new life. By then, they should be participating in specific reintegration schemes.

Liberian children who were forced into fighting will receive the same level of assistance as well as additional care designed to meet their special needs.

*** *

_______________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

I understand we have some visiting journalists from Indonesia.  Welcome to the briefing.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman on Freeing of Arjan Erkel
We’re going to start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman:

“The Secretary-General warmly welcomes the freeing of Arjan Erkel, a volunteer for the non-governmental aid organization, Médecins Sans Frontières, who had been abducted on 12 August 2002 while working in the RussianRepublic of Dagestan.  He thanks the Russian and Dagestani authorities for their efforts to facilitate Mr. Erkel’s release.”

**Iraq - Statements
On statements issued over the weekend -- late Saturday, we issued a statement on Iraq in which the Secretary-General said he was following the recent developments with great anxiety.

The Secretary-General is alarmed by the increasing numbers of civilian casualties and appeals to all parties to exercise restraint in order to minimize the danger to innocent lives, according to that statement.

On Thursday evening, we had issued another statement on Iraq in which the Secretary-General said he strongly believes that an inclusive dialogue and a patiently pursued political process involving all Iraqi constituencies are essential at this particularly sensitive phase on the road toward the restoration of sovereignty, stability and the rule of law.

His Special Adviser Lakhdar Brahimi and his team, the Secretary-General said, are currently in Iraq to support the Iraqi people to achieve these objectives.  The full texts of these statements are available upstairs.

**Iraq
Turning to events on the ground there, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser, Mr. Brahimi, and his team have continued their talks today and over the weekend with Iraqis of all persuasions, to listen to their views on how best to deal with the transition to sovereignty and create a framework acceptable to all.

On Saturday, the team went to Mosul, where it met with civic, religious and political leaders, tribal chiefs and members of the local council.

Today, Brahimi met with Adnan Pachachi, a member of the Governing Council and head of its subcommittee on elections.  He also met with this month’s President of the Governing Council, Massoud Barzani, and also with a group of 10 people representing the Iraqi Institute for Development and Democracy, who presented him with a paper on the transition of sovereignty to the Iraqis.

Yesterday, the team met with another Governing Council member, Jalal Talabani, and with a delegation from the Muslim Clerics Association.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
Now turning to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, a spokeswoman for the UN Mission in the DRC has reported that at least 25 people were killed in a remote village in North Kivu province during a campaign of rape, arson and murder committed by gunmen on 12 March.

According to the spokeswoman, news of the attack only emerged now because the village has no accessible roads and is surrounded by thick jungle in which rebels from neighbouring Rwanda continue to operate.

UN officials investigating the massacre have found a number of bodies in shallow graves.  Another team is returning to the area this week to collect further evidence.

Also in an item related to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, there is a note issued by the Security Council President on the racks today that reports that the Permanent Representative of Algeria was elected to chair the Sanctions Committee on the arms embargo in the DRC.  The vice-chairs of this Committee are Benin and the Philippines.

**Sudan
I also wanted to draw your attention to a statement we issued on late Thursday in which the Secretary-General welcomed the signing of the humanitarian ceasefire agreement between the Government of Sudan and the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM).

And regarding Sudan, the United Nations today issued a revised humanitarian appeal for the Sudan Assistance Programme, which seeks more than $115 million for the crisis in Darfur, Sudan.

The new appeal includes programmes to provide food aid, health care, agricultural assistance, relief supplies including shelter, water and sanitation, education, protection and coordination.

And we have a press release with more details on that.

The United Nations Children’s Fund in Khartoum has just informed its headquarters that it is launching two rapid response efforts in the wake of the signing of this humanitarian ceasefire agreement.  One is the rehabilitation of water pumps at village level and another is an effort with the World Health Organization to launch a measles immunization campaign.  Both efforts, UNICEF says, are in support of the government efforts in this regard.

**Security Council
Here at UN Headquarters, the Security Council has scheduled no meetings or consultations for today.  Tomorrow it has on its programme a public meeting on Kosovo.

**Kosovo update
Turning to Kosovo:  UN police have detained a Kosovo Albanian man in relation to the March riots.  The man, Avdyl Mushkolaj was arrested on Saturday for allegedly leading and inciting riots on 17 March.  The warrant for his arrest was issued by an international judge.

In these riots, as you’ll recall, there were 19 people left dead, hundreds of homes destroyed and more than 4,000 driven from their homes.

**UN/CARICOM
Again turning to UN Headquarters, a two-day meeting between the representatives of the Caribbean Community, known as CARICOM, and the UN System got under way.

Opening the meeting, the Deputy Secretary-General spoke of the need to strengthen cooperation between the two secretariats on maters such as trade, the fight against AIDS and security threats caused by political violence, money laundering and drug trafficking.

She noted that the United Nations was currently preparing to field a peacekeeping mission in CARICOM’s youngest member, Haiti.  The United Nations was conscious that no organization or agency could go it alone in Haiti.  Since CARICOM, the Organization of American States and UN System would remain in Haiti long after the peacekeeping phase ended, it was important to ensure a common approach.  Getting it right this time means doing things differently, she said, and, above all, keeping attention and resources engaged for the long haul.

We have copies of that statement upstairs.

**Liberia
On Liberia, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General and Coordinator of UN Operations there, Jacques Paul Klein, and the Chairman of the National Transitional Government, Gyude Bryant, over the weekend announced that the disarmament, demobilization, rehabilitation and reintegration (DDRR) programme will resume on 15 April.  More details of that announcement are available in a press release issued in Monrovia on Saturday.

**Afghanistan
And finally, the UN Mission in Afghanistan noted that four people were injured on Saturday in Maimana, in the north, during a rock-throwing melee involving supporters and opponents of General Abdul Rashid Dostum.  Apart from that incident, the UN Mission reports that the situation in Maimana, and the northern province of Faryab in general, have remained largely calm since last Thursday.  We have more details in a briefing note from Kabul, which is available upstairs.

And that’s all I have for you today.  Over there, and then Mr. Abbadi and then James.  Yes?

Questions and Answers

Question:  Marie, I have a question on Cyprus.  On Saturday the Secretary-General of Akel, who happens to be the president of the parliament -- and I consider him to be a very respected politician in Cyprus -– asked for a postponement of the referendum.  What is your answer?

Associate Spokesman:  The position we have on that is that we have been informed by Akel of their position.  We continue to follow this and other developments.  It was agreed on 13 February that referendum should be held in advance of 1 May.  The date of the referendum was set by the Secretary-General on 31 March at Bürgenstock, Switzerland following consultations with the parties to the 13 February agreement.  And that is all I have to say.

Question:  So, it means that you’re going to go ahead with the referendum on 24?

Associate Spokesman:  This is all I have for now, yes.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Marie, has Ambassador Brahimi met with Ayatollah Sistani or his representatives within the last few days?

Associate Spokesman:  I think what I reported to you during the briefing is the list of those he has met with.  I can look into it, but that was the most comprehensive list that I have about his activities since the last time we reported to you.

**Iraq – Humanitarian
Just on Iraq, I just have one more note that was being called in when I came downstairs.

In addition to what I mentioned, we have a statement upstairs from the acting Special Representative for Iraq, RossMountain, who states that humanitarian access to affected civilians in Fallujah and other Iraqi cities are of major concern.  Aid workers, non-governmental organizations and humanitarian organizations must be able to safely reach populations in distress, including those who require urgent medical assistance.  Mountain also condemned the recent kidnappings of aid workers who were seeking to help the Iraqi people.

So, we have that statement in addition to the two other statements the Secretary-General had issued on Thursday and on Saturday evening.  Yes?

Question:  Marie, so, Tony Blair is coming to see Kofi Annan on Thursday.  The first time they have met since the allegation made about Britain bugging the Secretary-General.  What is the UN’s position at the moment regarding the bugging scandal?  Is the matter closed or does the UN require further assurances?

Associate Spokesman:  I can confirm to you that the Secretary-General is scheduled to meet with the British Prime Minister on Thursday evening as has been reported.  The only thing I can tell you about the bugging issues is that I can make reference to the statement that the Secretary-General issued through his Spokesman in late February.  As for your final question, I will have to seek further guidance on that.

Question:  The last statement that you cite, the one in February said the UN wanted some assurances.  So, is that still currently the statement?

Associate Spokesman:  That’s the point that I will have to seek further guidance on.

Question:  Okay.

Associate Spokesman:  Yes?

Question:  Marie, I was sort of unclear.  Did Brahimi go to Mosul or was it just the electoral team that went to Mosul?

Associate Spokesman:  He went to Mosul over the weekend.

Question:  So, he actually did leave Baghdad?

Associate Spokesman:  That’s correct.

Question:  Okay.

Question:  Will the upsurge in violence in Iraq affect UN plans to return to Iraq post June 30th?

Associate Spokesman:  I think the security situation has always been the top-most concern for the return of staff to Iraq and anything that the United Nations and the Secretary-General decides in terms of Iraq will have to take the current security situation at the time these decisions are made into consideration.

Question:  Is there any indication when Mr. Brahimi might be returning?

Associate Spokesman:  We can only again confirm or announce to you once he leaves Baghdad and we promise to do so as we have done with all his movements.  Yes?

Question:  What is the time and location of the Secretary-General’s meeting with Prime Minister Blair?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have the precise time.  My understanding is that it is an evening dinner meeting and we hope to set up some kind of a brief press encounter for you that evening, and we’ll announce it when we have more details on that.

Any other questions?  Yes?

Question:  (Inaudible)...the wait I should say, I guess, for the naming of the panel to investigate the “oil-for-food” programme committees to go on.  What’s the hold up?

Associate Spokesman:  The Secretary-General, as you know, since he has been back, has been working over the weekend on the panel.  And I think as we’ve mentioned before, in order to get the highest quality personnel for this panel, he is doing whatever he can to assure that outcome.  As you know, it is an international panel.  Today is a major holiday in Europe.  It’s Easter Monday; offices are shut down.  There may be some delay due to that, but he is working the phones.  He’s been working from home and we hope to have it announced as soon as we can.

Question:  Do we know when he is coming in, Marie?

Associate Spokesman:  I have just been informed that the Secretary-General, who was not intending to have an official programme today, has no plans to come in today.  He is at home, at the residence.  Yes?

Question:  What is the situation with his health?

Associate Spokesman:  He’s resting today.  As you know, towards the end of his official visit to Moscow, he did see a couple of doctors and he was recommended to get some rest.  He managed to deliver the statement on Rwanda in Geneva, but he did cut his visit short one day to get back to the States.

Question:  What was the diagnosis?

Associate Spokesman:  I can’t go further than that.  I think he was losing his voice and he was told to not use his voice at least for the 24 hours up to the time that he delivered his statement.

Question:  How much of his schedule, say within the next week will be affected?

Associate Spokesman:  I can’t tell you that at this point -- I don’t know.

Question:  Is there any doubt over his meeting with Blair?

Associate Spokesman:  I have no reason to believe that, no.  We expect him in tomorrow.

Are there any other questions?

Have a good afternoon.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Environnement" ��L’Opinion - Cent pays en corée du sud au chevet de l’environnement�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Zonascarentes" ��Consumer.es - La ONU advierte del incremento de zonas carentes de oxígeno en los océanos a causa de los fertilizantes, la polución y los residuos�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Trees" �� IHT - 'Green walls' campaign scrutinized in China;Billions of trees fail to contain desert�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Desert" ��NY TIMES -  Billions of Trees Planted, and Nary a Dent in the Desert                   
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