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EarthVision

10 September 2002

Chemical Experts to Explore Need for Global Action on Mercury


GENEVA, September 10, 2002 - One year after adopting a treaty to rid the world of the hazardous chemicals known as persistent organic pollutants (POPs), Governments are turning their attention to another item on the global chemicals agenda:  mercury.

One-hundred-and-fifty experts, meeting in Geneva from September 9-13 under the auspices of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), will consider the environmental and health impacts resulting from mercury.

The experts will explore options for addressing these impacts, including reducing or eliminating the use of mercury in products and industrial processes, cutting mercury emissions and releases, improving international cooperation and sharing information.

The risks of mercury poisoning and of chemicals pollution in general gained worldwide attention in the 1960s and 70s when several thousand people living on the shores of Minamata Bay in Japan sickened or died after eating seafood contaminated with mercury from a nearby factory.

"We live now in the 21st century and there can no longer be any excuse for exposing people and the natural environment to dangerous levels of toxic chemicals", said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer.  "In the case of mercury - which has destroyed the lives of thousands of people - we need to make mercury poisoning a thing of the past."

Mercury is a heavy metal that comes from both natural and human sources.  Once it has been released into the environment, it cycles between soils, water systems and the atmosphere.  It can travel thousands of kilometers from its point of origin, contaminating remote regions such as the Arctic.  Mercury also persists in the environment for long periods of time.

Mercury transforms naturally through biological activity in aquatic environments into methyl mercury, a highly toxic organic compound that is absorbed by humans and animals. Because it bio-accumulates up the food chain, the higher carnivores - especially predatory fish such as tuna and swordfish, freshwater fish such as pike and bass, and mammals such as otters, seals and whales - can accumulate large quantities in their tissue.

Most people are exposed to mercury primarily through eating fish, as well as some other foods. Responding to findings that freshwater fish as well as marine fish and seafood often contain elevated levels of mercury, a number of Governments have issued health advisories to their citizens recommending limits on how many fish people should eat over certain periods of time.

Workers in industries that use mercury face additional exposure risks.  Also, in recent years the use of mercury in artisanal gold mining has been polluting the local environment and affecting the health of both the gold miners and their families in an increasing number of developing countries.

Chronic, low-level exposures to mercury are known to cause permanent damage to the brain, nervous system and kidneys.  Effects on brain functioning may lead to irritability, shyness, tremors, changes in vision or hearing and memory loss.  Pregnant mothers and their fetuses are particularly sensitive to the effects of mercury.

Many Governments have national regulations to control mercury emissions, reduce or eliminate the use of mercury in certain products, and protect workers.  Fortunately, effective substitutes for most uses of mercury are now available.  Several Governments have succeeded in reducing emissions and uses of mercury by as much as 75 percent over the past 10 or 20 years.

While mercury is released naturally from rocks, soil and volcanoes, human activities have boosted atmospheric levels to some three times above pre-industrial levels.  Estimates vary widely, but some 5,000 to 10,000 tons of mercury are thought to enter the atmosphere every year, 50 to 75 percent of it from human activities.  When placed in landfills mercury can slowly seep into groundwater or evaporate into the air.

The main human-made source of mercury emissions is coal combustion from electrical power plants and industrial, commercial and residential burners.  Other sources include municipal solid waste incineration, mining of non-ferrous metals, and artisanal gold mining.

Mercury has been widely used because it is an excellent conductor and is highly malleable.  The most ubiquitous products include thermometers, dental fillings, fluorescent lamps and other electrical equipment, and some batteries.  It has also been used as an ingredient in some pesticides and biocides, certain pharmaceuticals and cosmetics, such as skin-lightening creams.  In some countries, mercury also has ritual religious uses.

The UNEP Global Mercury Assessment Working Group was established in response to a 2001 request by UNEP's Governing Council.  The Group's recommendations will be forwarded to the next Governing Council meeting February 3-7, 2003 at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

September 12, 2002 

       HEADLINE: Scientists to assess damage to Afghanistan's environment 

       BODY: 

       A major survey of the damage wrought by 23 years of war to Afghanistan's environment is to be carried out by international and local  scientists, the United Nations's Environment Programme said Thursday. 

       Five teams will be dispatched around the country in the coming days to collect samples and examine sites. Pekka Haavisto, chairman of the  UNEP Afghanistan taskforce, told reporters here that the country's environment had also suffered as a result of a lengthy drought. 

       "During the more than two decades of conflict, Afghanistan's environment has been heavily damaged by military activities, refugee   movements, the over-exploitation of natural resources and a lack of management and institutional capacity," said Haavisto. 

       "The past three years of drought have worsened this damage. Assessing and repairing the country's environment will prove vital to the long-term wellbeing of the Afghan people. 

       "In addition, protecting the environment will support sustainable rural development and enhance job creation in Afghanistan." 

       It is estimated that Afghanistan has lost up to 30 percent of its forests since the Soviet invasion in 1979 and just two percent of the  country is now forested. 

       Deputy environment minister Pir Mohammad Azizi told reporters that the government was looking to introduce new legislation to protect the  countryside and wildlife. 

       "We need to make a preliminary survey of what we have in terms of natural resources," said the minister. 

       "We may introduce legislation which will stress that every Afghan is responsible for the country's environment." 

       The teams will identify urban pollution hotspots, the threats to wildlife areas and draw up strategies to protect the country's natural   resources. 

       They are expected to complete their work and deliver their report by December. 

. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Kyodo News International, Inc.   

Japan Science Scan 

9 September 

HEADLINE: Great apes loosing habitats to development: UNEP. 

       BODY: 

       Less than 10% of the remaining habitat of the great apes of Africa will be left relatively undisturbed by 2030 if road building, mining camps  and other infrastructure developments continue at current levels, according to the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

       In a study conducted by scientists from Norway and the United States, the U.N. agency said developments in infrastructure posed a threat  to the survival of the main great ape species such as gorilla, chimpanzee, pygmy chimpanzee, and orangutan. 

       ''Findings for the orangutans of Southeast Asia appear even bleaker,'' says the report, whose findings were released Tuesday at the World  Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg. ''In 28 years time there will be almost no habitat left that can be considered relatively  undisturbed,'' it says. 

       Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, says uncontrolled road construction is fragmenting and destroying the great apes' last homes and  making it easier for poachers to slaughter them for meat and their young more vulnerable to capture for the illegal pet trade. 

       The study estimates that around 28% or 204,900 square kilometers of remaining gorilla habitat can be classified as relatively undisturbed. If  infrastructure growth continues at current levels, the area left by 2030 is estimated at 69,900 square kilometers or just 10%. 

       About 26% of the remaining chimpanzee habitat can be classified as relatively undisturbed and if the infrastructure growth continues at  current levels, the area left by 2030 will be just 8%. 

       Around 23% of remaining pygmy chimpanzee habitat can be classified as relatively undisturbed, says the report, projecting that by 2030  only 4% will be left if destruction continued. 

       The study shows that some 36% of remaining orangutan habitat is undisturbed. But if infrastructure growth continues at current levels, it  says, an area of less than 1% will be left by 2030. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

The Herald (Glasgow) 

September 10, 2002 

HEADLINE: Experts bid to keep lid on mercury 

       BODY: 

       Experts from around the world gathered in Geneva yesterday to look at ways of reducing the health problems and environmental damage  caused by mercury. 

       "We need to make mercury poisoning a thing of the past," said Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Programme, which is organising  the week-long meeting of 150 experts. The dangers of mercury poisoning came to the fore in the 1960s and 1970s when at least 2265  people were poisoned in Japan after eating fish from Minamata Bay, where a chemical maker had been dumping mercury since the 1930s. 

       Although there have been no more instances of mass poisoning, problems persist. 

       Chronic, low-level exposure to mercury is known to cause permanent damage to the brain, nervous system and kidneys. 

       Pregnant mothers and unborn children are particularly at risk. 

       "Mercury never breaks down in the environment. It is a basic element and it will always persist," said Jim Willis, UNEP chemicals director. 

       The experts' report will be considered by environment ministers at a meeting of UNEP's governing council next February in Nairobi, Kenya. 

       That could lead to the start of formal negotiations on an international treaty covering mercury emissions, though not all governments are in  favour of such moves. 

       "All governments are concerned about mercury and want the right policy response, but some of them may be concerned about whether the treaty option is premature," Mr Willis added. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

12 September 2002 

HEADLINE: Thai government warned for rejecting "carbon trade" 

       BODY: 

       BANGKOK, Sept. 12 (Xinhua) --A United Nations energy expert warned after Thai government's refusal to accept overseas projects under   the Kyoto Protocol's Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) that the attitude would prevent Thailand from achieving cuts in greenhouse gas  emissions, the Bangkok Post reported Thursday. 

       Thanavat Junchaya, regional network coordinator of the United Nations Environment Programme, was quoted as saying that rejection of  the CDM reflects the country's disrespect for the spirit of the pact, which aims to cut greenhouse gas emissions worldwide. He advised the  government to set up a committee to screen projects on a case-by-case basis instead of rejecting the mechanism, because the country also could benefit from some projects, particularly those dealing with renewable energy. 

       Under the Kyoto Protocol, developed countries that ratify the pact must cut on average 5.2 percent of their greenhouse gas emissions  based on 1990 levels. 

       The mechanism allows rich countries to reach their targets more easily by investing in clean technology or afforestation projects in developing countries. 

       Thus, many developed countries tried to use this "carbon trade" with Thailand to avoid reduction of green house gases that have to be  made in their own countries. 

       Thai Cabinet on Sept. 10 decided that Thailand would refuse proposals from industrialized countries that wish to invest in CDM projects to claim credits for emissions cuts. 

       Minister of Science, Technology and Environment Sonthaya Khunpleum explained that the government did not mean to shut the door on the  mechanism. However, the government believed that Thailand had the potential to implement the projects and had no need to rely on rich countries. 

       The government did not support the mechanism and felt industrialized countries should cut emissions in their own countries rather than  operating the carbon-trading scheme, he added. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Accountancy Age 

September 12, 2002 

HEADLINE: IASB IS NO HELP TO GREENS. 

       BODY: 

       Standard-setter blasted for refusing to put environmental reporting on agenda. 

       The United Nations, along with ACCA, has launched a stinging attack on the international accounting standard-setter for failing to come to  terms with environmental reporting and sustainable development. 

       The IASB stands accused of shirking its responsibility for developing standards recognising sustainable development in a report which  investigates the role accountants and accounting have to play in preserving the environment. After identifying the contributions made by  accountants, the report then launches a broadside at the IASB noting the 'lack of global standard-setter involvement'. 

       'Despite a great deal of grass-roots activity in the environmental accounting area, private sector accounting standard-setters at the  international (IASB) and national levels have generally chosen to avoid dealing directly with the topic of environmental issues in financial  reporting,' the report said. 

       Compiled by ACCA experts and the UN Environment Programme, the report was launched at the sustainable development summit in  Johannesburg and comes as attention to the affects of global markets on the environment and societies in the developing world is at an  all-time high. 

       The lack of involvement is underlined by the fact that approaches from ACCA to the IASB for the standard-setter to participate in compiling the report were rejected. Insiders have made it clear they see no way of developing a rigorous standard for sustainable development and  that it could not be prioritised over the existing workload. But there is also a belief that there is no call for such standards from listed

companies. A spokesman said: 'There has never been any significant demand for this sort of thing in the capital markets.' 

       Included in the report is a call from ACCA and the UN for 'concerned professional bodies and the regional accounting organisations' to   pressure the IASB to put environmental reporting on its agenda. It goes on to say that unless 'environmental management accounting' is   embraced by bodies like the IASB, control will be taken by non-accounting organisations like the UN and the EU. 

___________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

13 September 2002

FEATURE - Indian capital breathes easy  after pollution checks

                NEW DELHI - Five years ago, the Indian capital was

                rated as one of the most polluted cities in the world,

                continually shrouded in an eye-stinging smog of foul

                gas and noxious fumes. 

                No longer. Pollution levels in the wheezing metropolis of

                about 13 million people have come down significantly since

                the government cracked down on exhaust-belching vehicles

                and closed down smoke-spewing factories in the late

                1990s.

                "There has been a 25 percent reduction in pollution levels

                since 1995. Sulphur dioxide in the air is within prescribed

                limits and suspended particulate matter has also come

                down," said Dilip Biswas, chairman of the Central Pollution

                Control Board.

                "Now you can see the stars at night," he told Reuters.

                The average suspended particulate matter, which is the

                main cause of the thick haze that once hung over the city,

                dropped to 347 micrograms per cubic metre in 2001 from

                405 micrograms the previous year, says the Central

                Pollution Control Board.

                Sulphur dioxide levels also fell to 14 micrograms from 18

                micrograms while nitrogen dioxide dipped to 34 micrograms

                from 36 during this period.

                CLEANUP DRIVE

                Delhi's air still may not be as clean as some Western

                capitals or Asian cities such as Singapore, but it is among

                the most successful in Asia at fighting pollution.

                The cleanup, prodded by orders from the country's highest

                court, kicked off in 1996 when the government ordered

                thousands of chemicals and textile factories to close.

                But the campaign gained pace when the government

                phased out commercial vehicles older than 15 years in

                1998 and then ordered all public transport - including taxis,

                buses and three-wheelers - to switch to compressed natural

                gas (CNG).

                Delhi, which lacks a local rail network, relies on a fleet of

                about 12,000 buses, 65,000 taxis and three-wheelers for

                transport.

                Today, about 6,000 buses have changed from diesel to

                CNG and thousands of three-wheelers have also adopted

                the cleaner fuel.

                "Today, if you are at a red light, your eyes don't water and

                you don't just see a haze around you," said CSE's

                Roychowdhury.

                Environmentalists say they're hoping to return the city,

                dotted with about 20,000 ancient monuments, back to the

                days when you could still breathe easily.

                Delhi - said to be built on the remains of seven old cities,

                the first of which dates back to around 900 BC - had just a

                few thousand cars and buses about 30 years ago and the

                word "pollution" was not in the local vocabulary.

                But as the number of vehicles rose to 3.3 million at the end

                of 1999 from 1.8 million in 1981, New Delhi was smothered

                in black clouds of smoke spewing from old cars and

                lumbering trucks hauling huge loads which choked up main

                roads during rush hour.

                Government statistics show there are currently 3.6 million

                vehicles in the Indian capital.

                The majestic city of sprawling gardens and grand

                bungalows built as the capital of British India by the

                country's then colonial rulers turned into an urban

                nightmare.

                Almost every other person suffered one respiratory disease

                or another and in winter both air and rail traffic were

                disrupted by thick smog hanging over the capital.

                While the growing number of vehicles pumped smoke and

                fumes into the air, factories spread across the city, adding

                to the filth in the air.

                "Vehicles, especially those with diesel, account for 70

                percent of the city's pollution while power plants are

                responsible for 15 percent and industry about 10 percent,"

                Anumita Roychowdhury, coordinator of air pollution control

                at the Centre for Science and Environment, told Reuters.

                India concedes a need for urgent action to cut back on

                emissions of industrial gases blamed for global warming

                and creating more extreme weather patterns, but

                Environment Minister T.R. Baalu said at the Johannesburg

                Earth Summit he was sceptical of the "Asian brown haze"

                identified in a U.N report.

                The United Nations Environment Programme report said a

                three-km (two-mile) thick cloud of ash, acids and other

                particles over south Asia threatened the lives of millions and

                could have an impact much further afield. It could bring

                drought and flooding as rainfall patterns altered, it said.

                              ___________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENT NEWS SERVICE (ENS)

Afghan Task Force Embarks on Assessment Mission 

 KABUL, Afghanistan, September 12, 2002 (ENS) - Five teams of scientists left

 Kabul this morning to begin the first assessment of the damage to  Afghanistan's environment inflicted by 30 years of conflict. Under the auspices of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the 20 Afghani and international experts will identify urban pollution hotspots, and  determine the legal and ecological status of the remaining wetlands and  forested areas. 

 Pekka Haavisto, chairman of the UNEP Afghanistan Task Force   (Photo courtesy Balkans Task Force)

 Pekka Haavisto, chairman of the UNEP Afghanistan  Task Force, is a former Finnish environment minister       who also chaired the Balkans Task Force which performed similar assessments following the Kosovo

conflict. 

                      "Afghanistan's environment has been heavily damaged by military activities, refugee movements, the overexploitation of natural resources, and a lack  of management and institutional capacity," said  Haavisto. 

                      "The past three years of drought have worsened this damage. Assessing and  repairing the country's environment will prove vital to the long term well being  of the Afghan people. In addition, protecting the environment will support  sustainable rural development and enhance job creation in Afghanistan," he  said. 

  A soldier from the 10th  Mountain Division mans his  MK-19 grenade launcher from

  atop an observation post at  Bagram Airfield,  Afghanistan. February 2002.

   (Photo by Staff Sgt. Jon Sheffer courtesy U.S. Army)

Afghanistan has lost up to 30 percent of its  forests since 1979, and  now less than two                                percent of the country remains forested, UNEP says. 

                      Once rich with orchards, vineyards, spice gardens and forests, Afghanistan's

 rangelands, watersheds, and agricultural areas are degraded. The UNEP teams  will identify 

immediate and long term threats to the country's land, waters and  biodiversity. 

                      The country's six protected areas, where biological diversity once flourished,

 cover less than one percent of the land. The expert teams will examine threats to these areas and determine strategies to ameliorate, improve, protect, and maintain their natural resources. 

                      An undetermined number of endangered Afghanistan leopards inhabit the  high mountainous areas of Afghanistan and bordering countries. In addition,  up to 200 snow leopards were recorded in 1992, also high in the mountains, according to the 2000 IUCN-World Conservation Union Red List of              Threatened Animals. 

                      One of the few remaining markhor goats (Photo courtesy  IUCN)

                      An endangered member of the goat family with  long, spiraling horns known as the markhor occupies arid cliffside habitats in sparsely wooded mountainous regions of Afghanistan.  Mammals of Afghanistan classified as vulnerable on the IUCN Red List include the blue sheep, the wild goat, the mouflon, the Asiatic black bear,  and the Eurasian otter. 

 UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said to  succeed in the long term, the rebuilding of  Afghanistan must include "efforts to revive and  protect wildlife and ecosystems, clean up  contaminated sites, and manage natural resources such as freshwater and  forests more sustainably." 

The Afghanistan Task Force teams will collect baseline data on environmental conditions, and biodiversity, and generate reports detailing findings and  providing recommendations and project proposals.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
By GreenBiz.com

September 12, 2002

Business and U.N. recognize sustainable partnerships 

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa — The United Nations and the International

Chamber of Commerce named ten business partnership programs from around

the world which are making an outstanding contribution to sustainable

development. 

Ten of the final 32 recipients of the ICC/UNEP World Summit Business Award for

Sustainable Development Partnerships were presented at the Johannesburg

Earth Summit. They are from four continents and represent a variety of

innovative projects involving companies, environmental groups, local

communities, and governments, from gas exploration in the Philippines to

organic spice farming in Guatemala. 

From each partnership, the lead partner is a company, NGO, government, or

local authority. The lead partners and their partnership projects are (in no

particular order): 

· Alcan Inc. (Canada) – for a schools-based recycling program in Brazil, Canada,

Malaysia, Thailand, and USA 

· Shell (Philippines) – for a gas exploration project in The Philippines 

· Axel Springer Verlag (Germany) – for a program promoting greater

accountability in the newsprint production process

· Kesko (Finland) – for an initiative reducing packaging waste in their retail stores

· E7 Network (power generation companies from around the world) – for a

project to provide renewable electricity to Indonesian villagers

· ForesTrade (USA) – for the creation of an international market in organic

spices, grown in Indonesia and Guatemala

· Municipality of Calvia (Spain) – for a program with local hoteliers to reduce

waste produced by the tourism industry

· BioRe and Coop (Switzerland) – for their efforts to build a market in organic

cotton clothing products involving farmers in India and Tanzania

· Migros (Switzerland) – for its program to promote sustainable production of

palm oil in Ghana for its consumer products

· Business Trust South Africa (a coalition of South African companies and local

government) – for an initiative to build the tourism industry and create jobs. 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Topfer said, "It is good to see that the 2002

Awards have received such wide interest. I hope that the award-winning

partnerships will present inspirational examples for others to follow and improve

upon. We crucially need many more partnerships that display multistakeholder

involvement, accountability, and at the same time, benefits to business, helping

us to better achieve the goal of sustainable development." 

The final partnerships were assessed and selected by a panel of 12 experts

drawn from business, labor, research, environmental groups, and the United

Nations. More than 120 nomination, spanning 37 countries were received via

ICC National Committees and UNEP Regional Offices. 

________________________________________________________________________________
EarthVision

12 September 2002
WSSD Produces Partnership Initiatives to Guarantee Implementation 

of Development Goals


JOHANNESBURG, September 12, 2002 - The World Summit on Sustainable Development(WSSD) concluded on September 5 in Johannesburg, South Africa, issuing a call to participants to cut the number of those living in poverty by half, reduce the detrimental environmental and health effects of chemical pollution, and increase protection of endangered species.  The Summit was significant in part because no treaties were announced, reflecting the fact that in the past ten years the two major treaties intended to preserve biological diversity and prevent climate change of the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro have proven largely ineffective.  

Rather, partnerships between the public and private sectors of various countries were introduced, designed as implementation tools for sustainable development goals.  These initiatives signify a new model for development.  However, environmental groups worry that they rely too heavily on financing provided by private corporations and should be subject to an international framework of accountability.

The new partnerships focus on technology transfer, finance, trade, capacity-building, information for decision-making and science and education.  More than 40 of the 218 partnerships submitted to the United Nations were introduced in Johannesburg, endorsing those partnerships that reflect the Summit’s goals and support practical implementation of Agenda 21 and sustainable development activities.  

These partnership initiatives signify a shift from negotiated documents and reflect a commitment from governments to promoting actual implementation and community action with global impacts.   The partnerships are between governments, foundations, businesses and public and private organizations, often bringing together traditional adversaries in a pragmatic structure.

For endorsement at the Summit, the partnerships/initiatives had to meet the following criteria: to further the implementation of Agenda 21 goals; to be voluntary and participatory; to be new initiatives; to integrate economic, social and environmental issues in sustainable development; to be international in scope and reach; to set specific timelines and goals and to have a system of monitoring and accountability.  Moreover, partnerships highlighted at the Summit are not envisioned as a substitute for existing or new government commitments.

Examples of technology transfer partnerships include the Global Partnership for Cleaner Fuels led by the International Fuel Quality Center in Brussels, the Global Technology Transfer and Knowledge Management Partnership and the Market Facilitation Partnership for Concentrating Solar Power Technologies led by the United Nations Environment Programme, the Global Environment Facility and the Technology Transfer Network in Paris.

The United States announced its focus on five initiatives: a Water for the Poor initiative with a $970 million investment; a Clean Energy initiative investing $43 million to increase energy efficiency and reduce pollution; a $90 million investment for an initiative to abate hunger in Africa; a $53 million investment for a Congo Basin Forest Partnership; and a reaffirmation of $1.2 billion for fighting HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria.  Other partnerships include commitments by developed countries to export clean-burning energy technologies to developing countries that burn fossil fuels for energy without regard for pollution.

In addition to the partnership initiatives, a Plan of Implementation was introduced at the Summit.  Complete with broad timetables for action on various issues, the Plan includes phasing out use of toxic chemicals by 2005, doubling access to clean water and proper sanitation by 2015 for those lacking such critical services, and restoring depleted fisheries for biodiversity preservation by 2015.

___________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Yomiuri (Tokyo) 

September 11, 2002 Wednesday 

 HEADLINE: Johannesburg summit highlights rich-poor gap 

      "We have no money, no jobs--we have nothing," said Kate Mxakato, an 89-year-old bedridden woman living  in a low-income black community in Soweto, South Africa. 

      Mxakato, once an active antiapartheid campaigner, was not entirely accurate. In fact, her pension provides  her with a regular monthly income of 620 rand (about 62 dollars). The reality, however, is that 10 people live  in her two-bedroom house, including her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Her pension is the sole  source of household income because the rest of her family members are either children or unemployed. The alleviation of poverty was one of the main themes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development   (WSSD), which was held from Aug. 26 to Sept. 4 in the luxurious Sandton area, a 30-minute car ride from  Mxakato's house. 

      A total of 104 heads of state and government participated in the conference, which attracted about 21,000  participants, including government officials, members of nongovernmental organizations, and representatives  from municipal governments and the business sector. 

      The WSSD was intended as a 10-year review of the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, where delegates adopted Agenda 21, a 40-chapter action program for preserving the environment. Since the Earth Summit, it  had become increasingly obvious that poverty causes environmental degradation, and the goal of the WSSD was to achieve harmony among three central concerns--the economy, social development and the environment. 

  In his opening remarks at the WSSD, Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the U.N. Environment

  Program, said the root causes of global environmental degradation "are embedded in social and economic

  problems such as pervasive poverty, unsustainable patterns of consumption and production, and vast and

      increasing inequities in the distribution of wealth." 

      People in South Africa vividly illustrate the gap between the haves and have-nots. For example, living

   conditions are even harsher in another area in Soweto--Motsoaledi. Squatters live in shacks that cover the

   hilly area, which is without electricity or running water and where the smell of human waste hangs in the air.

      Unlike some neighboring countries, such as Zimbabwe, South Africa is a democracy and does not suffer from a severe drought. In fact, South Africa's gross domestic product is larger than those of Nigeria, Kenya and  Egypt combined. Nevertheless, the unemployment rate among black people in South Africa exceeds 40  percent. The labor market is even worse in low-income communities in Soweto. There, young men and  women aimlessly walk the streets during what would otherwise be working hours. 

      "The government is abandoning its responsibility," said Kagiso Chakane, 42, who lost his job at a phone  company in February last year. He depends on his wife, who works as a secretary and earns a monthly  salary of 2,500 rand (about 30,000 yen). "There may be no jobs for the next 10 years," he lamented. 

 Siphamandla Zondi, a researcher on sustainable development at the Africa Institute, said globalization has

 accelerated unfair trade practices. As a result, he said, "A smaller portion of the world's population has

 become richer and a larger portion has remained poor." 

During the summit, hundreds of antiglobalization protesters gathered in Johannesburg from all over the

country. 

Jacobus Davidson, 42, from the Western Cape Province, expressed his discontent. "Look up around. Poor

people are not benefiting from development. Development is only for the bourgeoisie, only for rich people in Europe or other developed countries," he said. 

The protesters demonstrated by walking from Nasrec in Johannesburg to Sandton. As a parallel event to the

WSSD, Nasrec hosted the Civil Society Global Forum, a gathering of tens of thousands of representatives

 from NGOs from all over the world. Some of the international NGO members joined in demonstrations against globalization. 

 There were several marches between low-income black communities in Johannesburg and Sandton, which

 were intended to illuminate the widening income gap between the city's shantytowns and its affluent areas. 

  Richard Moloisane, a 42-year-old driver, said, "I see the widening gap even among black people. People like high-ranking government officials have become richer while we, who work the hardest, remain poor." 

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC News 

13 Septmber 2002

Urban sprawl changes  weather
               Planning rethink is needed, say researchers  Climate experts are urging the UK Government

               to consider the impact of urban sprawl on the  weather. 

               Cities are potentially as big an influence on  local rainfall and temperatures as more general,

               large-scale changes in the climate, they say. 

               Skyscrapers and closely packed houses are of  particular concern, a panel of UK climatologists

               told the British Association's science festival in   Leicester. 

               Both designs of building could increase local  rainfall by creating low-level turbulence in the

               air, said Professor Chris Collier of the University  of Salford in Greater Manchester. 

               Another issue is so-called "heat islands"   created by hot air from factories, cars, and

               people crammed into cities. 

               The centre of Manchester, for example, is  warmer than surrounding rural areas by about

               8 degrees Celsius. 

               This could change the way the air circulates,  leading to an increase in rainfall in certain

               areas of the city, said Professor Collier. 

               New approach 

               Such factors must be taken into account by   ministers when they plan increases in housing

               density, say in the South East of England, he  said. 

               "The way in which the buildings are designed  and built will have an impact on local weather,"

               he told BBC News Online. "People need to  understand that when you change the building

               fabric and building density, there will be an   impact on local weather. 

               "We need to investigate it more," he added.  "Because those changes could approach the

               size of the changes that you can get from  climate change." 

               The "heat island" effect in major cities has   been recognised for some years and has

               become a major subject for research. Only last  month, scientists in Tokyo warned of the

               difficulties Japan's first city would face from  local increases in temperature.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN 

FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Ibrahim Gambari

           The Secretary-General has informed the Security Council of his intention to appoint Ibrahim Gambari as his  Special Representative for Angola.  Mr. Gambari will also serve as Chairman of the recently re-established Joint  Commission for the Angolan peace process.

           Mr. Gambari, who will brief you in person shortly, has been serving as the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser  for Special Assignments in Africa, and has been closely involved in promoting the peace process in Angola.  He is   expected to leave later today to take up his new assignment.  We have copies of Mr. Gambari’s CV upstairs in our  office.

           **Secretary-General’s Speech

           The Secretary-General opened the debate at the fifty-seventh session of the General Assembly this morning by  reflecting on the terrorist attacks of last September 11, which he called “an extreme example of a global scourge, which requires a broad, sustained and global response”.

           The response to terrorism, he said, can only succeed if full use is made of multilateral institutions, and he told  those gathered, “I stand before you as a multilateralist –- by precedent, by principle, by Charter and by duty.”

           On matters ranging from the fight against terrorism to action against poverty and AIDS, he said, “for any one  State -– large or small -– choosing to follow or reject the multilateral path must not be a simple matter of political  convenience.”  Rather, he argued, the existence of an effective international security situation depends on the authority  of the Security Council, and there is no substitute for the unique legitimacy provided by the United Nations.

           The Secretary-General then pointed to four current threats to world peace that require true leadership and  effective action.

           First, he urged a return to the search for a just and comprehensive solution in the Middle East, saying that the  vision of two States, Israel and Palestine, living side by side within recognized and secure borders can only be reached “if we move rapidly and in parallel on all fronts.  The so-called ‘sequential’ approach has failed.”

           He urged Iraq to comply with its obligations under UN resolutions, for the sake of its own people and for the  sake of world order.  “If Iraq’s defiance continues,” he said, “the Council must face its responsibilities”.  The Secretary-General also urged nations to maintain their commitment to Afghanistan, by helping the  Government to extends its authority throughout the country and by following through on commitments for Afghanistan’s  rehabilitation, reconstruction and development.

           Last, in South Asia, he warned, the world had come closer than in past years to a direct conflict between two   nations with nuclear weapons capabilities, in a situation which has calmed, but “remains perilous”.  The underlying   causes, he said, must be addressed.

           We have copies of his speech, in English and French, in my office.

           **Meeting with President Bush

           The Secretary-General met this morning for over half an hour with United States President George W. Bush,  prior to this morning's opening of the General Assembly's general debate.  Their focus was almost exclusively on  international security issues.

           Not surprisingly, the first item on their agenda was Iraq.  But, they also discussed the search for a peaceful  solution to the Arab/Israeli conflict, the situation in South Asia, including India and Pakistan, and efforts to restore  stability to Afghanistan.

           The Secretary-General raised a number of African issues, including Angola, the Democratic Republic of the  Congo and the Sudan.  They reviewed the conflict in Colombia and the progress being made by the new democracies   in Central America.  The Secretary-General also raised the issue of UN reform and the subject of arrears in payments   to the UN.  The talks were substantive, cordial and relaxed.

           With the President were Secretary of State Colin Powell, National Security Adviser Condoleeza Rice and other  senior officials.  On the Secretary-General's side, there was Under Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran  Prendergast, Under Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Jean-Marie Guehenno and Under Secretary-General for  Management, Joseph Connor.

           **Sierra Leone

           The Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on the UN mission in Sierra Leone has been issued.    The report, which assesses the security situation and describes the concept for the adjustment and drawdown of the  mission, is scheduled to be discussed in the Council next Wednesday.

           The report says encouraging developments, such as completion of the disarmament process, the successful  May elections and the establishment of the Special Court, make it possible to consider beginning the drawdown.

           The drawdown proposals are a product of close consultations with the Government, and the views of Council  members and troop contributors were also sought and taken into account.  It says the military component could be  expected to drawdown over a period of approximately two years.  A target date of December 2004 is mentioned.

 He also expresses deep concern about the conflict in neighboring Liberia, saying that, unless the international  community urgently addresses the Liberian issue, it could escalate and jeopardize the progress achieved in Sierra  Leone and destabilize the region.

           The Secretary-General recommends the Security Council approve the drawdown proposals and extend the  mandate of the mission for a further six months in order to facilitate the start of what he considers a crucial process.

           **Human Rights

           Today in Geneva, Sergio Vieira de Mello walked into his office on his first day at work as High Commissioner  for Human Rights.

           While attending the flag-raising ceremony at the Geneva Headquarters for the newest UN Member State –-  Switzerland itself -– he told reporters this morning that his priorities would be the protection of civilian populations in  conflict, the fight against racism and for women’s rights.  He said, “Those are the three huge chapters that require a lot  of attention, in addition to all the geographic hot spots that are well known.”

           In the afternoon, he met for an hour with the staff of the Human Rights Office, introducing himself to all staff and  discussing the goals he wants to achieve over his four-year term, in what staff members described as a friendly first  meeting.

           **UNESCO

           Koichiro Matsuura, the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

     Organization, UNESCO, warmly welcomed the announcement by President Bush this morning that the United States  would return to UNESCO after an absence of 18 years.

           “I believe the United States’ return to UNESCO supports effective reform and renewal within the multilateral   system," he said, “affirming UNESCO’s steady forward progress over the past years”.  We have the full text of the  statement in my office.

           **Malawi

           As a rising number of people face increasing hardship in many parts of Malawi, the Secretary General’s  Special Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa, James Morris, praised the international community’s efforts  to curb an escalation of the humanitarian crisis in the region.  On Thursday, Morris highlighted two significant  developments which will improve the logistics infrastructure in the region.

           The first is a newly approved special operation by WFP to repair the Nacala railway line, the only direct rail link  between Mozambique and land-locked Malawi.  Eight locomotives will also be leased in order to increase the pushing  power and hence improve the capacity of the railway.

           The number of people at risk in Malawi soared this month from 500,000 to 2.1 million, while resources pledged  so far stand at 57 per cent, with  $62 million of the $144 million requested still needed for food and non-food assistance.

           Morris arrived in Malawi on Tuesday as part of his ongoing mission through six southern African countries,  accompanied by Carolyn McAskie, Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator and key technical experts involved in the  crisis response.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           Yesterday, in Kisangani, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, a second group of future police instructors  began a training course organized by the UN mission.  Fifty-three men and one woman will be part of this five-week  course, which is being led by UN civil police officers.

           **UNCTAD/Palestinians

           The increased closures regime imposed on the occupied Palestinian territory since April of this year has

created a situation in the Palestinian territory that resembles “complex humanitarian emergencies”, according to a  report officially released today by the UN Conference on Trade and Development

     –- known as UNCTAD.

           In such situations, vulnerability is great and the impact on productive capacity, institutional infrastructure and  the economy as a whole is severe, says UNCTAD.  As a result of this situation, the Palestinian Authority has been  forced into heavy dependence on donor support for maintaining emergency and basic activities, diverting its attention  away from key development objectives, the report suggests.

           This renders even more urgent the need for concerted efforts to identify strategies and policies to set the

Palestinian economy on a path of recovery and sustained development -- a "still-elusive" goal that remains intertwined  with the achievement of peace and security in the region.  A copy of the press release was put out upstairs yesterday  afternoon and the report is available on UNCTAD’s Web site.

           **Afghanistan

           The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has dispatched five teams to various parts of Afghanistan  to assess how 30 years of conflict have affected the country's environment.  The teams will identify pollution hot spots  and the immediate and long-term threats to these sites.  It is estimated that Afghanistan has lost up to 30 per cent of  its forests since 1979, so that less than 2 per cent of the country remains forested.

           In addition, UNEP will conduct an in-depth analysis of international environmental conventions to determine  what opportunities and potential benefits they may offer Afghanistan.  The final report detailing the findings will be  published in December.

           **Guatemala

           The Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the Situation of Human Rights and

     Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples, Rodolfo Stavenhagen, yesterday completed a 10-day visit to

     Guatemala. 

           In his speech before leaving the country, Mr. Stavenhagen mentioned the continuing discrimination against the  half of Guatemala's people who are indigenous.  He urged the approval of legislation relating to racial and ethnic  discrimination pending in Congress.  Stavenhagen will present his final report, including recommendations, to the  Human Rights Commission next April.  The speech, in Spanish only, is available in a press release in my office.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council has scheduled no meetings or consultations today.

           **United Nations University

           The Secretary-General has reappointed Professor Hans van Ginkel of the Netherlands to a second five-year  term as Rector of the United Nations University.  The appointment, which takes effect from 1 September 2002, was  made after consultations with the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural  Organization and the recommendation of the Governing Council of the University.

           **Member State Dues

           Two more Member States have paid their 2002 regular budget contributions in full today.  Madagascar made a  payment of more than $33,000 and Mauritania more than $11,000.  That makes 100 fully paid-up Member States this  year.

           **Signings

           At noon today, Peru ratified the Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.  The Protocol now has 94 parties.

           And at about this time, Madagascar will be signing the Tampere Convention on the Provision of

Telecommunication Resources for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations, the Convention on the Nationality of  Married Women, and the Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court. So that is  three signatures by Madagascar.

           **Press Conferences

           In Room 226:  at 1 p.m., Dominique De Villepin, the Foreign Minister of France; at 3:15 p.m., President Perez  Musharraf of Pakistan:  4 p.m., Anders Fogh Rasmussen, the Prime Minister of Denmark.  Denmark currently holds  the Presidency of the European Union; and at 7:15 p.m., the Spokesman of the Foreign Minister of Japan will brief you.

           That's all I have for you.  Any questions?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Can you elaborate on the importance and significance of the United States return to UNESCO?   What will it mean in the life of the organization to have a Group of 8 and permanent five country back in?

           Spokesman:  I think you have anticipated my response. The reason the United States gave for pulling out of  UNESCO was the need for management reform.  There have been consistent efforts over these years to improve  UNESCO's performance and its organization.  I'm sure the leadership of UNESCO feels that their efforts have paid off.

           Not only the United States, which signaled its approval by rejoining -— or announcing that it would rejoin today —- but I think other Member States, too, were pleased at the progress that has been made.  I think having a country  the size of the United States, and with the resources of the United States, back in the organization will energize it and help it more effectively address its agenda. 

           Question:  Have you any idea what the financial implications for UNESCO might be with the rejoining of the  United States?

           Spokesman:  It's a percentage, but it will be a percentage of a higher number, in theory.  It will be a matter for  UNESCO members to sort out.  It will either mean a break for all the other members, who will bear a smaller burden of the existing budget, or they may be able to increase their activities and the budget.  But that is what the members will  have to decide. 

           Question:  Do you have the past amount the United States paid 18 years ago?

           Spokesman:  We can find that out for you.  I assume it's 25 per cent. 

           Question:  Yesterday the Eastern Turkistan Islamic Movement was listed as a terrorist group.  Could you give  me more information on why it was listed?

           Spokesman:  You will have to ask the Chairman of the sanctions committee for any substantive comment on that.  We don’t speak for the Security Council or any of its committees.

           Question:  Is there a definition of "terrorist group"?

           Spokesman:  All substantive questions should be addressed to the Chairman of the committee.

           Question:  Do you know when the Security Council may begin to take up the question of Iraq?

           Spokesman:  No, I have no idea.  I think that should be addressed to the President of the Council.

           **Briefing by Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           General Assembly President Jan Kavan met with United States President George W. Bush this morning prior  to opening the second plenary session of the General Assembly. 

           In their meeting, President Kavan noted the importance of conflict prevention, the need to maintain and

strengthen the international coalition against terrorism and support for sustainable development.  He especially  emphasized the importance of the struggle against international terrorism. 

           President Kavan expressed his preference for a joint approach to the situation regarding Iraq.  Both he and  President Bush agreed that indifference is not an option.  Both agreed that the US will keep the General Assembly  President fully and regularly informed about US policies and intentions prior to UN General Assembly discussions and  decisions on related topics.

           The atmosphere of the meeting was very cordial.

           The President is chairing this morning’s plenary, at which the Secretary-General presented his report on the  work of the Organization (A/57/1).  This was followed by opening of the general debate, at which Brazil is traditionally  the first speaker.  Then followed addresses by 9 heads of State and one Prime Minister.  

           President Kavan will attend the luncheon hosted by the Secretary-General.

           This afternoon he will chair the third plenary session at which eight heads of State, one Prime Minister and one Vice-President and representatives of two other countries will speak.

           This evening President Kavan will attend a reception hosted by President Bush at the World Financial Center.

           I would like to give you a heads-up for tomorrow.

           The Honourable Michael Bloomberg, Mayor of the City of New York, will address Member States at 9:45 a.m.  in the General Assembly Hall, prior to the fourth plenary meeting of the General Assembly.  Any questions related to Mayor Bloomberg’s address should be directed to his press spokesman, Ed Schuyler, in the Mayor’s office, tel:  212-788-2958.

           Thank you very much.

           **Questions and Answers

           Question: Could we have information on the status of the fifty-seventh Assembly Web site?  Because it doesn't  seem to be functioning.  What can we expect?

           Spokesman:  You can expect a functioning Web site very soon. We are aware that there have been some  difficulties in getting information onto the Web site and are working on it.  In fact, we are working on it as we speak.

           Question:  Will there be alternative arrangements so we can obtain copies of speeches in advance, or as soon as possible after it is delivered.

           Spokesman:  Yes.  I will provide hard copies of speeches as well as put them on the Web site.

           [The General Assembly Spokesman later said the problems were due to heavy volume and were now

     corrected.]

· *

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NOON BRIEFING

                                                 BY FRED ECKHARD

                         SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS

                                          UN HEADQUARTERS, NEW YORK

                                             Thursday, September 12, 2002

                      ANNAN STRESSES NEED FOR MULTI-LATERALISM, URGES ACTION ON FOUR

                                                      FRONTS

                       Secretary-General Kofi Annan opened the general debate at the 57th session of the General

Assembly this morning by reflecting on the terrorist attacks of last September 11, which he called “an

extreme example of a global scourge, which requires a broad, sustained and global response.” 

                       The response to terrorism, he said, can only succeed if full use is made of multilateral institutions, and  he told those gathered, “I stand before you as a multilateralist – by precedent, by principle, by Charter  and by duty.” 

                       On matters ranging from the fight against terrorism to action against poverty and AIDS, he said, “for   any one State – large or small – choosing to follow or reject the multilateral path must not be a simple  matter of political convenience.” Rather, he argued, the existence of an effective international security

situation depends on the authority of the Security Council, and there is no substitute for the unique

legitimacy provided by the United Nations. 

                       The Secretary-General then pointed to four current threats to world peace that require true leadership  and effective action. 

                       First, he urged a return to the search for a just and comprehensive solution in the Middle East, saying  that the vision of two States, Israel and Palestine, living side by side within recognized and secure

borders can only be reached “if we move rapidly and in parallel on all fronts. The so-called

 ‘sequential’ approach has failed.” 

                       He urged Iraq to comply with its obligations under UN resolutions, for the sake of its own people and  for the sake of world order. “If Iraq’s defiance continues,” he said, “the Council must face its

responsibilities.” 

                       The Secretary-General also urged nations to maintain their commitment to Afghanistan, by helping the  government to extend its authority throughout the country and by following through on commitments  for Afghanistan’s rehabilitation, reconstruction and development. 

                       Last, in South Asia, he warned, the world had come closer than in past years to a direct conflict   between two nations with nuclear weapons capabilities, in a situation which has calmed but “remains

perilous.” The underlying causes, he said, must be addressed. 

                     BUSH AND ANNAN HOLD "SUBSTANTIVE, CORDIAL AND RELAXED" MEETING 

                       The Secretary-General met this morning for over half an hour with U.S. President George W. Bush,  prior to this morning's opening of the General Assembly's General Debate. Their focus was almost

exclusively on international security issues. 

                       Not surprisingly, the first item on their agenda was Iraq. But they also discussed the search for a  peaceful solution to the Arab/Israeli conflict, the situation in South Asia, including India and Pakistan,

and efforts to restore stability to Afghanistan. 

                       The Secretary-General raised a number of African issues, including Angola, the Democratic Republic  of the Congo and the Sudan. 

                       They reviewed the conflict in Colombia and the progress being made by the new democracies in  Central America. 

                       The Secretary-General also raised the issue of United Nations reform and the subject of arrears in  payments to the UN. 

                       The talks were substantive, cordial and relaxed. 

                       With the U.S. President were Secretary of State Colin Powell and National Security Adviser

Condoleezza Rice. On the Secretary-General's side, there was Under Secretary-General for Political

Affairs Kieran Prendergast, Under Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Jean-Marie Guehenno and

Under Secretary-General for Management, Joseph Connor. 

                             ANNAN NAMES NEW SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR ANGOLA

                       The Secretary-General has informed the Security Council of his intention to appoint Ibrahim Gambari  as his Special Representative for Angola. 

                       Gambari will also serve as Chairman of the recently re-established Joint Commission for the Angolan  peace process. 

                       Gambari, has been serving as the Secretary-General’s Special Advisor for Special Assignments in  Africa, and has been closely involved in promoting the peace process in Angola. 

                       He is expected to leave New York later today to take up his new assignment. 

                    ANNAN OUTLINES DRAW-DOWN PROPOSALS FOR UN MISSION IN SIERRA LEONE 

                       The Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on the UN mission in Sierra Leone has been  issued. The report, which assesses the security situation and describes the concept for the adjustment

and draw down of the mission, is scheduled to be discussed in the Security Council next Wednesday. 

                       The report says encouraging developments such as completion of the disarmament process, the

successful May elections and the establishment of the Special Court, make it possible to consider

beginning the draw down. 

                       The draw-down proposals are a product of close consultations with the Government, and the views of  Council members and troop contributors were also sought and taken into account. It says the military

component could be expected to draw down over a period of approximately two years. A target date

of December 2004 is mentioned. 

                       The Secretary-General expresses deep concern about the conflict in neighboring Liberia, saying that unless the international community urgently addresses the Liberian issue, it could escalate, and

jeopardize the progress achieved in Sierra Leone and destabilize the region. 

                       The Secretary-General recommends the Security Council approve the draw down proposals and  extend the mandate of the mission for a further six months in order to facilitate the start of what he

considers a crucial process. 

                       DE MELLO STARTS AS UN HUMAN RIGHTS CHIEF, OUTLINES PRIORITIES

                       Today in Geneva, Sergio Vieira de Mello walked into his office on his first day at work as High  Commissioner for Human Rights. 

                       While attending the flag-raising ceremony at the Geneva UN Headquarters for the newest UN

Member States – Switzerland itself – he told reporters this morning that his priorities would be the

protection of civilian populations in conflict, the fight against racism and for women’s rights. 

                       He said, “Those are the three huge chapters that require a lot of attention, in addition to all the

geographic hot spots that are well known.” 

                       In the afternoon, he met for an hour with the staff of the Human Rights Office, introducing himself to  all staff and discussing the goals he wants to achieve over his four-year term, in what staff members

later described as a friendly first meeting. 

                      UNESCO CHIEF ‘WARMLY WELCOMES’ U.S. RETURN TO THE ORGANIZATION 

                       Koichiro Matsuura, the Director-General of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  (UNESCO) warmly welcomed the announcement by President Bush this morning that the United

States would return to UNESCO after an absence of 18 years. 

                       “I believe the United States’ return to UNESCO supports effective reform and renewal within the  multilateral system, “he said, “affirming UNESCO’s steady forward progress over the past years.” 

                       Asked to expand on the reaction to the decision by the United States to return to UNESCO, the

Spokesman said that since their departure, which came following criticism of the agency’s

management and performance, there had been a consistent effort over the years to improve

UNESCO’s organization and performance. Having a country with the resources of the United States,

the Spokesman went to say, will energize the organization. 

                        IN MALAWI, UN ENVOY PRAISES RESPONSE TO HUMANITARIAN CRISIS 

                       As a rising number of people face increasing hardship in many parts of Malawi, the Secretary

General’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa, James Morris, praised the

international community’s efforts to curb an escalation of the humanitarian crisis in the region.

                       On Thursday, in a press release issued in Malawi, Morris highlighted two significant developments  which will improve the logistics infrastructure in the region, bringing short-term and long-term benefits  to Malawi and the region as a whole.

                       The first is a newly approved special operation by the World Food Programme to repair the Nacala   railway line, the only direct rail link between Mozambique and land-locked Malawi. Eight locomotives  will also be leased in order to increase the pushing power and hence improve the capacity of the

railway.

                       The number of people at risk in Malawi soared this month from 500,000 to 2.1 million, while resources  pledged so far stand at 57 percent, with $62 million of the $144 million requested still needed for food  and non-food assistance.

                       Morris arrived in Malawi on Tuesday as part of his ongoing mission through six southern African    countries, accompanied by Carolyn McAskie, Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator for the Office of  the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and key technical experts involved in the crisis

response. 

                   PALESTINIAN TERRITORY RESEMBLES "COMPLEX HUMANITARIAN EMERGENCY" 

                       The increased closures regime imposed on the Occupied Palestinian Territory since April of this year  has created a situation in the Palestinian territory that resembles “complex humanitarian

emergencies,” according to a report officially released today by the UN Conference on Trade and

Development. (UNCTAD) 

                       In such situations, vulnerability is great and the impact on productive capacity, institutional

infrastructure and the economy as a whole is severe, says UNCTAD. 

                       As a result of this situation, the Palestinian Authority has been forced into heavy dependence on donor  support for maintaining emergency and basic activities, diverting its attention away from key

development objectives, the Report suggests. 

                       This renders even more urgent the need for concerted efforts to identify strategies and policies to set  the Palestinian economy on a path of recovery and sustained development -- a "still-elusive" goal that

                       remains intertwined with the achievement of peace and security in the region. 

                     UN TEAM TO EXAMINE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF WAR ON AFGHANISTAN 

                       The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has dispatched five teams to various parts of Afghanistan  to assess how 30 years of conflict have affected the country's environment. The teams will identify  pollution hotspots and the immediate and long-term threats to these sites.  

                       It is estimated that Afghanistan has lost up to 30% of its forests since 1979, so that less than 2% of  the country remains forested. 

                       In addition, UNEP will conduct an in-depth analysis of international environmental conventions to  determine what opportunities and potential benefits they may offer Afghanistan. 

                       The final report detailing the findings will be published this December. 

                       DISCRIMINATION AGAINST INDIGENOUS PEOPLE ONGOING IN  GUATEMALA 

                       The Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the Situation of Human Rights and  Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples, Rodolfo Stavenhagen, has completed a 10-day visit to Guatemala.  

                       In his speech before leaving the country Stavenhagen mentioned the continuing discrimination against  the half of Guatemala's people who are indigenous.  He urged the approval of legislation relating to

racial and ethnic discrimination pending in Congress. Stavenhagen will present his final report,

including recommendations, to the Human Rights Commission next April. 

                                              OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                       In Kisangani yesterday, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, a second group of future police  instructors began a training course organized by the UN mission in that country. Fifty three men and

one woman will be part of this five-week course which is being led by UN civil police officers.

                       There are no meetings of the Security Council scheduled for today. 

                       The Secretary-General has re-appointed Professor Hans van Ginkel of the Netherlands to a second   five-year term as Rector of the United Nations University.  The appointment, which takes effect from

1 September 2002.

                       Two more Member States have paid their 2002 regular budget contributions in full today. 

                       Madagascar made a payment of more than $33,000 and Mauritania more than $11,000.  One hundred  members states are now fully paid-up for this budget year. 

                       Earlier today, Peru ratified the Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.

                       The Protocol now has 94 Parties. 

                       Madagascar today signed the Tampere Convention on the Provision of Telecommunication Resources  for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations and the Convention on the Nationality of Married

Women. 

ROAP Media Update – 13 September 2002

_____________________________________________________


Topical News Issues
Why not help make our world cleaner? 
Bangkok Post, Sept 13, 2002 (Commentary)  - What is this cabinet resolution that rejects easy money from rich countries to help poor folk like us emit less gases that warm the Earth?
The cabinet surprised a lot of people on Tuesday when it decided that Thailand would play no part in a scheme that would let industrialised countries buy their way in polluting the world. Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra was reported to have a direct hand in this.
With this decision, this little land called Siam is about to play havoc with an international deal that took negotiators years to strike. It could set a trend among developing countries, and that should worry many people in the United Nations and the industrialised world.
The action came only two weeks after this same cabinet decided to ratify the Kyoto Protocol just as Earth Summit II began in Johannesburg. Some people opposed the move, fearing the impact of the so-called clean development mechanism (CDM).

http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/13Sep2002_news39.html 

Govt blasted for rejecting key directive - Move threatens bid to meet emissions target 
Bangkok Post, Sept 12, 2002 (Kultida Samabuddhi) - A United Nations energy expert yesterday warned that the government's refusal to accept overseas projects under the Kyoto Protocol's Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) would prevent Thailand from achieving cuts in greenhouse gas emissions.
``Rejection of the CDM also reflects the country's disrespect for the spirit of the pact, which aims to cut greenhouse gas emissions worldwide,'' said Thanavat Junchaya, regional network coordinator of the United Nations Environment Programme.
Rather than rejecting the mechanism, the government should set up a committee to screen projects on a case-by-case basis, he said.
``Thailand could benefit from some projects, particularly those dealing with renewable energy. So it is unwise to refuse the mechanism,'' said Mr Thanavat.
…Cabinet on Tuesday decided that Thailand would refuse proposals from industrialised countries that wish to invest in CDM projects to claim credits for emissions cuts.
Minister of Science, Technology and Environment Sonthaya Khunpleum said Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra demanded the ministry handle the issue of CDM carefully because it could affect the government's policy on natural resources management.
``The government does not mean to shut the door on the mechanism. However, we believe that Thailand has the potential to implement the projects ourselves and has no need to rely on rich countries,'' Mr Sonthaya said.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/12Sep2002_news12.html 


Thai government warned for rejecting "carbon trade" 
BANGKOK, Sept. 12 (Xinhua) -- A United Nations energy expert warned after Thai government's refusal to accept overseas projects under the Kyoto Protocol's Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) that the attitude would prevent Thailand from achieving cuts in greenhouse gas emissions, the Bangkok Post reported Thursday
Thanavat Junchaya, regional network coordinator of the United Nations Environment Programme, was quoted as saying that rejection of the CDM reflects the country's disrespect for the spirit of thepact, which aims to cut greenhouse gas emissions worldwide. 
He advised the government to set up a committee to screen projects on a case-by-case basis instead of rejecting the mechanism, because the country also could benefit from some projects, particularly those dealing with renewable energy.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2002-09/12/content_559091.htm 

THAILAND: UNEP Official Criticizes Carbon Credit Rejection 

UN Wire, Sept 12, 2002 - A U.N. Environment Program official yesterday criticized Thailand's decision not to sell carbon credits to developed countries under the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, saying the move could prevent the country from achieving cuts in its greenhouse gas emissions.
"Thailand could benefit from some projects, particularly those dealing with renewable energy.  So it is unwise to refuse the mechanism," said UNEP regional coordinator Thanavat Junchaya.  He added that Thailand's rejection of the system, under which foreign countries would invest in Thai carbon dioxide-cutting programs in exchange for credits to put out more emissions of their own, shows Thailand's "disrespect for the spirit of the pact."
Thai Science, Technology and Environment Minister Sonthaya Khunpleum said that Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra has called on the ministry to handle the issue carefully, as it could affect the country's natural resource management policy.
"The government does not mean to shut the door on the mechanism," Sonthaya said. "However, we believe that Thailand has the potential to implement the projects ourselves and has no need to rely on rich countries."
The administration will nevertheless set up a committee to handle the issue, the Bangkok Post reports.
Chulalongkorn University law lecturer Chareon Khampeeraphab voiced support for refusing to participate in carbon-credit programs, citing possible economic exploitation of Thailand's biodiversity.  "It is dangerous to allow foreign countries to conduct reforestation projects in our country because of risks of biopiracy," he said (Kultida Samabuddhi, Bangkok Post, Sept. 12).
http://www.unfoundation.org/unwire/util/category_search.asp?objCat=environment 

AFGHANISTAN: Landmark UNEP Environmental Assessment Begins Today 
UN Wire, The first assessment of the effects of 30 years of conflict on Afghanistan's environment begins today, with five teams of Afghan and foreign scientists under the banner of the U.N. Environment Program leaving Kabul to collect samples and inspect sites around the country. http://www.unfoundation.org/unwire/util/category_search.asp?objCat=environment 


NGO alliance lashes out at WSSD action plan 
The Jakarta Post, Jakarta, Sept 13, 2002 – Moch. N. Kurniawan - An alliance of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) expressed disappointment over the outcome of the recently concluded World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, South Africa, saying it was too proindustry at the expense of the common people.
The alliance urged the government not to implement the agreements reached at the summit immediately. 
"There is not a strong commitment to make development more poor people-oriented. (In fact) there are hidden agendas to transform public property into private or industrial property," said Longgena Ginting, coordinator of the Indonesian People's Forum (IPF). 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailnational.asp?fileid=20020913.C02&amp;irec=1 
 
GIANT DAM COULD CAUSE GEOLOGICAL DISASTERS, SAYS CHINA

ENN, A 600-km (365-mile) reservoir that will start filling behind China's giant Three Gorges Dam next year could cause geological disasters in the surrounding area, state media said on Wednesday.

The government had set aside 4 billion yuan (US$480 million) to prevent landslides and other disasters at almost 2,500 dangerous sites identified around the reservoir, the official Xinhua news agency quoted a top official as saying.

Source: Reuters

http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/09/09122002/reu_48405.asp 

FEATURE - Indian capital breathes easy after pollution checks
INDIA: September 13, 2002 NEW DELHI - Five years ago, the Indian capital was rated as one of the most polluted cities in the world, continually shrouded in an eye-stinging smog of foul gas and noxious fumes.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/17741/story.htm 
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Cape Verde returns 100 sea turtles to natural habitat 

Praia, Cape Verde (PANA) - Cape Verde on Thursday returned 100 small sea turtles into the Atlantic Ocean after they were hatched from eggs through artificial incubation technique under the project "Cape Verde Nature 2000". Under the project financed through Spanish cooperation, Cape Verde has continued a programme to protect the endangered sea turtle species by forbidding their capture. President Pedro Pires and hundreds of children witnessed the return of the turtles, which were bred in Sal, Santiago and Boa Vista islands. Cape Verdean authorities used it to sensitise future generations on the need to preserve this endangered species. The ceremony was in line with the current fourth international symposium on the fauna and flora of the Atlantic islands.

About 80 national and international scientists and researchers are attending the five-day symposium, which ends Friday.

Ghanaian State newspaper cautions on desertification 

Accra, Ghana (PANA) - Ghana's State-owned 'Daily Graphic' Thursday warned about the menace of desertification in the country and urged the authorities to take recent extreme weather patterns as warning signals. In an editorial headed "The Battle against desertification," the paper lauded the decision of government to launch a seven-year tree-planting programme, but said this must go alongside another campaign to get people, especially those on the fringes of the Sahel, to use Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG). The Graphic said it is regrettable that has the LPG proved too expensive for most people, but it is unavailable, thus forcing many people to revert to firewood produced from trees purposely felled for that. "Our fear is that if measures are not initiated now to reverse the trend, the deforestation spectre facing the country will exacerbate," the paper added.

Focus On Karamoja Drought Crisis

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: A massive crop failure brought about by a long dry spell is causing serious concerns for food security in the Karamoja region of northeastern Uganda, where at least half a million people are now at risk. Peter Lokeris, the Ugandan minister in charge of the Karamoja region, has warned of a severe famine in the region in the coming months, and urged the international community to support the government's efforts to supply relief food there.

More Food Aid Needed

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Food aid is urgently needed in Southern Africa before planning for the region's recovery can begin, Carolyn McAskie, Deputy Emergency Coordinator in the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said on Thursday. "We fully recognise that the solution to the crisis will ultimately rely on long-term planning and investment strategies, but in the short term food aid is urgently required," she told IRIN while on a fact-finding visit to Malawi this week. Although donors had responded well, the region still needed half of the US $611 million requested to help ease the food crisis, and relieve serious health and social challenges. UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy to the region James Morris, who was leading the two-week assessment mission, Mozambique.

Tornado Causes R95-Million Damage in Limpopo

South African Press Association (Johannesburg): A tornado is believed to have struck Mapela near Mokopane in the Limpopo province causing R95-million worth of damage, the disaster committee said in a report released on Wednesday. Mapela municipal manager Dikgape Makobe said 184 homes in six villages were destroyed during heavy storms on Monday night while a further 173 homes, and two schools were badly damaged. Hans Village was hardest hit with 102 homes demolished and 114 damaged. The villages of Parakies, Mamala, Maope and Matsikiri and Mokamole were also affected. Makobe said the Potgiestersrus Platinum Mine was conducting its own investigation into the damage caused to the mine. Limpopo premier Ngoako Ramatlhodi, who donated R1-million rand from his discretionary fund, is liaising with the Office of the President on declaring Mapela a disaster area.

WFP to Launch Emergency Operation for IDPs in Bangui

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks:  The UN's World Food Programme (WFP) is to provide three months' worth of food to 9,166 households of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Bangui, capital of the Central African Republic (CAR). WFP officer Willy Mpoyiwampoyi told IRIN on Thursday that up to 55,000 people will receive maize meal, pulses, vegetable oil, iodized salt and corn soya blend in an operation scheduled to start by the end of this month. The food will be shared among the IDPs as well as some Congolese refugees and their host communities. "It is anticipated that the distributed food would be shared among displaced people and their hosts, thus enabling the IDPs to pay their debt," Mpoyiwampoyi said. 

Pupils to Promote Environmental Conservation

BuaNews (Pretoria): Grade six pupils from both rural and urban areas in the country stand a chance of winning prizes to the value of R100 000 for their schools. This through an environmental and tourism competition, announced by environmental and tourism deputy minister Rejoice Mabudafhasi, today. The project, which is a global environment initiative, is a collaboration of the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT), USAID and an environmental conservation organization, Greencom. According to Ms Mabudafhasi, the provincial competitions will be held on different dates. This project was aimed at educating and involving learners, their friends and families in the fight to save the environment by encouraging them to take control of their own circumstances. To enter the competition, pupils can choose the following project themes: People and climate change, industry and climate change, creative ways to save energy and to suggest alternative sources of energy and effects of global warming on health, food supply, biodiversity and animal species.

Cops Arrested for Perlemoen Poaching

Mail & Guardian (Johannesburg): Two Eastern Cape policemen who worked in a court dealing with cases of perlemoen poaching were themselves arrested this week for allegedly plundering the endangered species. Wayne Kuhn and Willem van der Mescht, both police sergeants, were arrested by the Eastern Cape perlemoen poaching task team on Sunday for the illegal possession of the shellfish. The task team, which comprises senior police members and marine and coastal officials, was set up in February to fight the perlemoen poaching in the province. Willem Wilken, head of the task team, said his team arrested Kuhn and Van der Mescht.
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