[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

TUESDAY 18 JANUARY 2005


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP

· Other UN News
· UN Daily News

· Press Conference by the SG on the Millennium Project report

· S.G’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 17 January 2005

Tsunami Clouds Future of Marine Animals

James Owen in London
for National Geographic News
January 17, 2005 

The depth of human tragedy resulting from the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster is incalculable, even though the scale of visible devastation to coastal towns is now shockingly clear. 

But what of marine life? When the tsunami struck, land and ocean merged in a most terrifying way. People and uprooted trees were carried out to sea, while stingrays and sharks were left stranded in fields and parking lots. 

The impacts are difficult to gauge. Scientists and conservationists say the future of coastal towns will be closely intertwined with that of fragile marine ecosystems. If coral reefs and mangroves aren't nursed and protected, they say, many human livelihoods will be hard to revive. 

The most obvious marine casualties of the tsunami waves were washed up in their wake. In Thailand, for instance, dolphins were swept 500 yards (500 meters) inland. Many dead and injured sea turtles were left high and dry, and a three-foot (one-meter) shark ended up in a hotel swimming pool. Beaches were littered with dead fish as well as human bodies. 

And while there are fears for some marine species—such as threatened dugongs and saltwater crocodiles in the Andaman Islands—scientists are most concerned about the habitats these animals depend on. 

While it says the overwhelming priority remains the human relief effort, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has begun to assess environmental damage caused by the tsunami triggered by the massive earthquake off northern Sumatra on December 26. 

Early reports indicate that many coral reefs have been extensively damaged, according to Stefan Hain, head of the Coral Reef Unit at UNEP's World Conservation Monitoring Centre in Cambridge, England. 

Researchers are particularly worried about the backwash of mud and other debris as the tsunami waves receded. "We have satellite images of regions such as the Andaman and Nicobar Islands which show that a huge amount of sediment and debris has been washed from the land and back into the sea," Hain said. 

Turbidity Clouds 

Hain said experts are working to determine whether these "turbidity clouds" could smother affected coral reefs. 

Coral reefs are highly diverse, complex communities. Reefs are built by coral polyps and symbiotic algae, which need pristine waters to thrive. 

"The algae depend on sunlight and, via the algae, so do the corals," Hain added. "If you deprive them of sunlight, it is very difficult for corals to survive. To a certain extent, corals have self-cleaning mechanisms, but we will just have to see whether they will cope with this amount of debris." 

Hain said that fish and many other coral reef organisms would have been dislocated and washed ashore by the tsunami, but it is difficult to say how long they will take to recover. 

Because corals reefs are among the world's most productive ecosystems, Hain said it's vital that their socio-economic role is taken into account as shattered human communities are rebuilt: "There are millions of people who depend directly on these reefs for food—without them they have no livelihood. As we rebuild coastal zones we have to ensure this is done in a way that will ensure the reefs can still provide these services." 

And without coral reefs, the wave of destruction could have been far greater. "Where coral-reef and mangrove ecosystems were intact, we have reports from areas like the Maldives, saying they took the brunt of the wave impact, taking the initial energy away," Hain said. "Lives have been saved." 

WWF (World Wide Fund for Nature or World Wildlife Fund) said it has had similar reports from Andhra Pradesh, in southeastern India, where mangroves are credited with saving people who took refuge in them. 

"Coral reefs act as a natural breakwater, and mangroves are a natural shock absorber, and this applies to floods and cyclones as well as tsunamis," said Simon Cripps, director of WWF's Endangered Seas Programme. 

Turtle Nesting Beaches Vanish 

Sarang Kulkarni, a marine biologist with Reef Watch Marine Conservation, based in Mumbai (Bombay), India, is currently in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. He says the latest generation of leatherback, green sea, hawksbill, and olive ridley turtles has been washed away. 

"The nesting beaches in South Andaman, Little Andaman, and the Nicobar group of islands have almost vanished as all these islands have gone down by one to three meters [three to ten feet] due to tectonic activity," Kulkarni said. The turtle nesting season runs from November to January. 

Kulkarni said early reports suggest coral reefs were not too badly hit in the Andamans, but he fears widespread damage in the Nicobar Islands, which took the full force of the tsunami strike. 

Kulkarni is also concerned for the region's dugongs as these threatened marine mammals are not equipped to cope with violent currents. 

"Dugongs are not great swimmers, unlike dolphins, and that is a worry," he added. "The same goes for saltwater crocodiles, as the creeks [where these crocodiles live] also experienced severe impacts." 

Given the scale of devastation in the region, Kulkarni said it will take some time before a full environmental assessment can be carried out. Kulkarni said coral reefs and mangroves shield the islands during the seven-month monsoon period. 

"Seas are very turbulent at that time," he said. "The reefs and mangroves play a crucial role as a barrier, minimizing the impact of waves on the shore." 

Marine Nurseries 

Mangroves are tropical, intertidal forests composed of salt-tolerant trees and plants. They support a huge variety of marine organisms and are considered vital nursery areas for many species of fish and crustaceans. 

Researchers at the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in Washington, D.C. said nearshore mangroves, estuaries, and sea turtle nesting areas are likely to have been inundated by the tsunami. They said the impact on organisms that inhabit shallow, inshore environments—particularly those that burrow in seabed sediments—could ripple through the marine food chain for decades. 

By contrast, NOAA researchers have found that tsunamis usually do little damage to life in deep ocean waters. 

But for coral reefs, the tsunami strike represents the latest of many threats to their survival. 

Abnormally high sea temperatures in 1998 affected 75 percent of coral reefs around the world, leading to a condition known as bleaching—the corals eject their life-sustaining algae, causing the corals to turn white. 

"If water temperatures remain high for long periods, the corals die," Stefan Hain added. 

Hain listed other problems afflicting the coral reefs of the Indian Ocean: overfishing, unsustainable fishing methods involving explosives, soil erosion and sedimentation, coastal development, and reef mining for building materials. 

"This is not the first tsunami, and it will not be the last," he added. "What we have to ensure is that the additional pressures on those reefs are reduced, so they can recover and function properly." 

L’Express 17 January 2005

UN CONFERENCE
SIDS participants go home full of hope


The conference is over but small states hope that developed countries will lend a sympathetic ear to their difficulties. 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Friendly exchange between UN undersecretary, Anwaral Chowdhury (L), Kofi Annan and "


To see prime minister, Paul Bérenger, welcoming United Nations (UN) secretary general Kofi Annan at SSR airport on the news of French channel TF1 must have been a moment of pride for all Mauritians… No matter what the opposition leader thinks about it! 

The Small Islands Developing States (SIDS) UN conference will certainly prove “useful” to Mauritius. It is a sign that the UN trusts the stability of the country and its ability to host a conference that welcomed Very Important Persons from all countries and world institutions. This world meeting has given Mauritius worldwide media coverage. But, more than advertising the island as a dream destination, the SIDS conference was a way of making big countries conscious of the problems smaller ones face. 

After five days of intense negotiations, two key documents were ratified. The Mauritius strategic paper to promote sustainable development for the SIDS and the Mauritius declaration were the icing on the cake of the discussions. SIDS countries can only hope that these discussions will be translated into reality this time. 

If the latter were of undeniable interest, they were also an opportunity to measure the degree of commitment of the international community. The meeting had started on a bitter note since the SIDS felt that they had been taken for a ride by the international community, which had, ten years before in Barbados, promised financial and technical aid to support their development but had done nothing afterwards. 

The SIDS argue that the financial help promised has been constantly decreasing since the last meeting in Barbados. They felt this had to change to give them a chance to attain sustained development. 

At the beginning of last week, the World Trade Organisation (WTO) explained that too many exemptions granted to SIDS would make regulations useless. However, small countries insisted that such exemptions were necessary to make world trade fairer. Smaller countries come into the race with disadvantages – lack of financial means to exploit their resources – and they need support from those who have the financial means to achieve development. 

Those two visions looked irreconcilable. Ten years after the Barbados meeting, the emphasis was upon the necessity for promises to be kept. The international community and the SIDS have reached an agreement on the issue and the former has committed itself to support the latter. The Mauritius strategic paper points out that special attention should be given to the SIDS regarding trade issues. 

More than an access to markets and preferential trade agreements, the SIDS require production capacity and adequate infrastructure to take an active part in global trade. Although prime minister, Paul Bérenger, did not miss the opportunity to say the conference was a “real success”, he also showed his will to fight to make sure these promises are kept. “Ten years were lost after the Barbados summit. We can’t afford any other mistakes!” 



Mauritius is considered as highly vulnerable to tidal waves by the United Nations. 

The tsunami must have been the click that made eveyone conscious that there is no time for dilly-dallying. As expected, the disaster was at the centre of discussions. Even if it has been spared this time, Mauritius is considered as highly vulnerable to such tidal waves by the United Nations Environment Programme and the South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission. Countries like Reunion, China and South Africa are also on the list. Hence, all members present stressed the urgent need for a global tsunami early warning system. 

In his speech, UN secretary general Kofi Annan made it clear that such a system for the Indian Ocean region is not enough. “We have to go further. We have to set up a global warning system for tsunamis but also for any other dangerous phenomenon like storms and cyclones. No region in the world should be left aside.” 

But an early warning system should be accompanied by a better attitude towards nature. Although catastrophes are often unforeseeable, we would be safer from such events if the degree of pollution was not so high. Nature is erupting because humans have taken it for granted. “The climate system is a shared resource whose stability can be affected by industrial and other emissions of carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping gases.” (UN Framework Convention on Climate Change). Hopefully, the Kyoto protocol should come into force in February thanks to the Russian ratification. 

Small countries should not have to beg from the international community even if their support is needed to sustain our development. It is a question of dignity… What would have been the point of the conference if it were to suffer the same fate as the Barbados meeting? There is, however, a gleam of hope: the UN members will soon meet in Kobe, Japan and they will review many of the issues tackled in Mauritius. Could it be another opportunity to be listened to by the Big Ones… 





Global Tsunami Warning System Needed, Governments Agree 

WASHINGTON, DC, January 17, 2005 (ENS) - Three of the six U.S. buoys in the Pacific Ocean that detect tsumanis have been broken for months and were not functioning when the Indian Ocean tsunami struck on December 26, 2004, a spokesman for the National Weather Service has admitted. 

Greg Romano, spokesman for the National Weather Service, said that six buoys placed throughout the Pacific are supposed to detect tsunamis, but the two near Alaska have been broken for 14 months. 

The third buoy, off the Washington coast, broke in November and is being repaired. Repair of the two more northerly buoys will have to wait until rough weather conditions subside. 

The Bush administration promised Friday to build a new $37.5 million tsunami detection system that covers the whole Pacific basin as well as the Caribbean and part of the Atlantic Ocean. 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Lautenbacher"
Over the next two years, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) will deploy 32 new advanced technology Deep-ocean Assessment and Reporting of Tsunami (DART) buoys for a fully operational tsunami warning system by mid-2007, NOAA Administrator Conrad Lautenbacher told reporters at the National Press Club. 

Tsunamis are a series of very long waves generated by any rapid, large-scale disturbance of the sea. Most are generated by sea floor displacements from large undersea earthquakes. 

DART systems detect them by means of an anchored seafloor bottom pressure recorder and a companion moored surface buoy for real-time communications. An acoustic link transmits data from the pressure recorder on the seafloor to the surface buoy. The data are then relayed via a GOES satellite link to ground stations, which send the signals to NOAA's Tsunami Warning Centers, the National Data Buoy Center, and the Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory. 

The 32 new buoys will be placed around the Pacific basin from offshore Chile, up the west coast of North America, across the North Pacific and down its eastern edge as far south as New Zealand. Several buoys will be deployed in the Atlantic and the Caribbean, where there is also a danger of a severe earthquake that might generate a tsunami.

John H. Marburger III, science advisor to the President and director of the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy said, "This plan will enable enhanced monitoring, detection, warning and communications that will protect lives and property in the U.S. and a significant part of the world. 

In addition, the U.S. Geological Survey will enhance its seismic monitoring and information delivery from the Global Seismic Network, a partnership with the National Science Foundation. 

The new system will provide the United States with nearly 100 percent detection capability for a U.S. coastal tsunami, allowing response within minutes. The new system will also expand monitoring capabilities throughout the entire Pacific and Caribbean basins, providing tsunami warning for regions bordering half of the world's oceans. 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=buoy"
The Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA) is having talks with a number of partners including the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre, and universities across the Caribbean on the establishment of a tsunami early warning system for the Caribbean. 

A Caribbean Tsunami Warning System was approved in 2002 following an earlier meeting hosted by the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 

The system, which would cover areas including the Caribbean Sea, the Gulf of Mexico and the Bahamas, is designed to alert countries and communities to a potentially damaging tsunami by ringing telephones and setting off alarm tones on personal computers. 

Other components of the system include a network of sea level gauges, able to detect the emergence of big waves, a network of seismic stations and links to weather and meteorological stations in the region. 

An aggressive public education and information program for local communities is also proposed including how to spot warning signs and develop appropriate evacuation procedures. 

The system, which has been priced at just under $2.5 million, would take about three years to establish. But since being agreed there has been little progress towards its implementation. 

"The events from the Indian Ocean underwater earthquake have again emphasised the vulnerability of the Small Island developing States and should further justify the call for their special consideration in support of sustainable development interventions. It also highlights the importance of addressing critical threats to the region other than the hurricane hazard,” said CDERA Coordinator Jeremy Collymore. 

The Mauritius Declaration, which came at the end of the SIDS meeting held last week in Port Louis, Mauritius, states that "we, the representatives of the people of the world, … reiterate that the acknowledged vulnerability of small island developing states continues to be of major concern and that this vulnerability will grow unless urgent steps are taken.” 

Governments specifically backed calls for an Indian Ocean and more extended early warning network. 

"The tragic impacts of the Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami and the recent hurricanes in the Caribbean and Pacific highlight the need to develop and strengthen effective disaster risk reduction, early warning systems, emergency relief, and rehabilitation and reconstruction capacities,” says the declaration. 

The new U.S. system and the systems of 53 other countries will be part of the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS), the international effort to develop a comprehensive, sustained and integrated Earth observation system. 

The GEOSS blueprint for this new system is scheduled to be adopted at the Third Earth Observation Summit that will be held in Brussels February 16. Delegates are expected to sign off on a 10 year plan of action. 

Such a system could cost up to $US10 billion, Lautenbacher estimated in an interview with ENS on January 11 at the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center in Hawaii. 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Urusemal"
Even before the Brussels summit, countries have been clamouring for a reliable tsunami early warning system. "The need for early warning was one of the key outcomes of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) conference which closed on Friday in Mauritius," said UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer."The United Nations, governments and civil society are as one on this issue." 

"The disaster reduction conference, taking place between 18 and 22 January in Kobe, must now take this forward and put real flesh on these plans including the sums of money needed and the roles of the different actors involved," Toepfer said. 

Toepfer said, "We must ensure that the proposed Indian Ocean early warning system does not, like the Caribbean one, simply lie on the shelf gathering dust. We must, as a tribute to those 150,000 people who died as a result of the devastating tsunami of December 26, 2004, translate fine words into deeds to ensure that vulnerability in the Indian Ocean is reduced and that early warning systems elsewhere are put in place. These need to cover not only tsunamis but other catastrophes including hurricanes and cyclones, fires, chemical accidents and oil spills.” 

Global Warming Melts Winter Joy at Top German Resort

By Erik Kirschbaum 

GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN, Germany, Jan 18 (Reuters) - Global warming is more than just a theory to Germany's most famous winter resort, where a worrisome shortage of snow in recent decades has forced the Alpine village to reinvent itself. 

Garmisch-Partenkirchen gained worldwide fame as the venue for the 1936 winter Olympics, but the picturesque town of 27,000 has now become more reliant on summer tourism because rain falls more often than snow in winter. 

As the snow line retreats up mountains in the face of what many scientists believe to be the effects of global warming, Garmisch -- at an altitude of 700 metres (2,300 feet) -- is rarely covered in snow. Losing its "white gold" has alarmed the local populace. 

The town, where 70 percent of economic output derives from tourism, has nevertheless tried hard to replace what nature has stopped giving by investing millions of euros (dollars) in state-of-the-art snow-making equipment that blows man-made crystals onto the ski slopes and into the valleys. 

"Without the artificial snow we simply wouldn't be able to attract enough tourists here in the winter," said Thomas Schmid, mayor of Garmisch-Partenkirchen, a town that lies in an Alpine valley just north of the Austrian border. 

"We have enough snow on the slopes thanks to the snow machines," he told Reuters. "We can't be afraid of global warming. We have to be ready for it. We can't afford to be surprised by it." 

It is, Schmid concedes, more than a shame that Garmisch and picture-postcard mountain villages like it in nearby Austria as well as in Italy, Switzerland and France are getting less snow. 

A U.N.-funded panel of scientists said in 2001 that a build-up of heat-trapping gases from burning fossil fuels was nudging up global temperatures. 

A minority of scientists dismiss global warming or say that natural variations, as in solar radiation, are to blame. 

RISING TEMPERATURES MELT MOUNTAIN SNOW 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) warned in a 2003 report that global temperatures were expected to rise due to global warming by up to three degrees Celsius in the next 50 years, raising the snow line and crippling the ski industry. 

The UNEP report said slopes above altitudes of 1,200 metres (3,940 feet) now considered viable ski areas would be at risk within 30 to 50 years, when skiers would have to trek up to altitudes of 1,500 to 1,800 metres (4,920 to 5,900 feet) for snow. 

Most of Garmisch's ski and snowboard slopes are between 750 and 2,000 metres (2,460 and 6,560 feet) -- among the highest in Germany. World Cup ski races at a lower Bavarian resort, Berchtesgaden, were cancelled in two of the last five years because of a lack of snow. 

"There's nothing more beautiful than a snow-filled winter landscape," said Schmid. "It's our jewel and we have to do what we can to protect it. But it's a global problem. In Garmisch we have to be pragmatic and ready for the era that might follow." 

To that end, Schmid said Garmisch has developed a network of summer hiking trails and mountain bike routes. It has also heavily promoted its summer tourism, touting its pristine mountain air as an antidote to allergies. 

"We're taking the problem seriously," said Schmid, whose office is filled with oversized paintings of the snow-capped mountains that rim the valley around Garmisch. 

The town, which has 15 million tourists each year and books 1.2 million overnight stays, recently unveiled plans to invest 9 million euros ($11.8 million) on more snow-making infrastructure for seven km (four miles) of slopes into the valley. 

"You can fool nature a bit, but you can't buy the weather," said Thomas Eisenhofer, 37, who operates a ski rental business. "The artificial snow will help keep us going for a while, but we're going to have to figure out what to do then." 

Karl Ernst, 70, remembers as a child when snow in Garmisch piled up as high as two metres (6-1/2 feet). 

"The winters were completely different back then," said the retired train conductor. "Now winters feel more like spring." 

Gerhard Hofmann, head of climate observation at the German Weather Service office in Bavaria, said snow cover days in the region have declined by 10 percent in the last 15 years. 

"It's due to global warming and not climate fluctuation," Hofmann said. "Keeping ski slopes into the valleys open and operating is becoming a problem all over Bavaria." 

Wilhelm Blenk, 73, a retired BMW design engineer and hobby skier, said: "Sure I'm afraid the snow will be gone one day, but not before I'm dead and buried." 

Andrew Syme, manager of a restaurant at the Ostfelderkopf ski slope above Garmisch at an altitude of 2,050 metres (6,725 feet), looked out at the thin covering of snow and sadly shook his head. 

"Normally we should have at least a metre of snow by January," he said. "Two years ago there was no snow through the Christmas season and lifts were shut down. We could never make up for those losses. It's scary. The weather is going crazy." 


BBC Monitoring

BHUTAN TO HALVE IMPORT OF OZONE-DEPLETING SUBSTANCES
 Excerpt from report by Kinley Wangmo in English by Bhutanese official newspaper Kuensel web site on 17 January


Bhutan will decrease its annual import of ozone-depleting substances (ODS) from 150 kg to 75 kg in compliance with the Montreal Protocol ratified by the 82nd session of the National Assembly.


The reduction will be based on a licensing strategy which member countries of the Montreal Protocol will have to establish according to the National Environment Commission. "The licensing rule will outline what importers can and cannot do in terms of import and export of ODS-containing products," said the commission's ozone officer, Ritu Raj Chhetri. 

About 150 kg of ODS is imported annually which are contained mainly in industrial, commercial and domestic refrigerators, fire extinguishers and in mobile air conditioners (used in automobile) according to a nationwide survey which was presented during a one-day stakeholders' workshop on 13 January to finalize the country programme under the Montreal protocol. (passage omitted)

The survey also found that ODS in use in Bhutan was about 2,500 kg, of which about 450 kg were used by nine major industries like Bhutan Agro-Industry and the Food Corporation of Bhutan.

Products containing ODS which are already in use in the country will be retrofitted to reduce ODS use, according to the commission. (passage omitted)

Worldwide, Bhutan falls under the low-volume consumption category of ODS which means that Bhutan consumes less than 30 tonnes a year. Actual ODS consumption in Bhutan is estimated to be less than 0.1 tonnes a year, according to the commission.

Ritu Raj Chhetri said that most goods imported after 2003 were non-ODS-based as most imports were from India, which produced goods that were-ODS free. Bhutan also imported ODS products from Singapore and Japan.

Since Bhutan falls under low volume consuming country category it need not contribute to the "multilateral fund" to reduce ODS use, but will receive benefits from the fund according to the commission.

Bhutan is also receiving assistance from the United Nation Environment Programme (UNEP) and UNDP to prepare the country programme and refrigerant management plan and to train officers and technicians.

"By 2007 Bhutan will reduce its ODS import by 85 per cent and by 2010 along with the all Montreal Protocol parties, Bhutan will wipe out the consumption of ODS," said Ritu Raj Chhetri.

The 13 January stakeholders' workshop was attended by the deputy minister of NEC, Lyonpo Nado Rinchhen, the consultant and representatives of UNDP, the Indian government and UNEP and representatives from related government offices and the private sector.

Source: Kuensel web site, Thimphu, in English 17 Jan 05

South China Morning Post

Eco warrior calls on Hongkongers to help save the planet
17 January 2005
 Environmentalist Alan Featherstone says only individual action will ease the ecological strain, writes David Watkins

 
The Earth is doomed and we only have 30 years to save it. That's what the UN Environment Programme said five years ago. So, why aren't we all springing into action? British environmentalist Alan Featherstone doesn't just intend to trigger the alarm - he's looking to change the basis of society.

"What we've got on the planet today is a patently dysfunctional society," he says over the phone from his native Scotland. "Our modern day culture is so far from being sustainable and there doesn't seem to be any capacity from established leaderships, governments, big business or religion to address that in any substantial or meaningful way." 

Featherstone, who is in town this week to give a series of lectures, has spent his life railing against what he sees as "the enslavement" of the planet. His trip to Hong Kong is sponsored by a group of volunteers including the Hong Kong Sustainable Development Forum, Kadoorie Farm and Positive News.

"I'm talking about the harnessing of the whole fabric of this world for human material gain," he says. "That's what's driving the destruction everywhere. At the moment, our culture has no shared goals or aspirations that we all subscribe to. There's nothing that says 'this is the collective goal of human culture on the planet' - no one has ever done that."

Although the potential is there - as demonstrated by the unprecedented response to the Indian Ocean tsunami - if the world pulled together and dug as deeply into its pockets more often, wouldn't most of our problems be solved? Only a sudden, shocking tragedy, it seems, can encourage a collective mindset. The planet's tragedy, despite the warnings, carries no sense of immediacy.

"Unfortunately, it often does take a major disaster to be the wake-up call," says Featherstone. "The other way is to motivate and inspire people to make personal changes themselves. We can do it the painful method, use the shock of harsh reality - or we can actually open our eyes and hearts to what's going on the world and be motivated to make changes. That is what I've done in my life. It's what I hope to persuade others to do."

The 51-year-old developed his desire to steer humanity on a better course during travels through the US, Canada, and South America in the mid-1970s. Returning to Scotland, he set up the Trees For Life charity that invites people around the world to join in replanting programmes.

"People talk about the destruction of rainforests - well, Scotland's lost 99 per cent of its forest already," he says. "I grew up totally unaware of this, because it was never talked about. I'd always assumed that the bare hills were natural. But I'd travelled and seen destroyed forests in other parts of the world, and so coming back recognised the wounded land and remnants of the trees. The wildlife is gone; people used to live up in the highlands but they can't any more because the earth can't support them. The same can be said for the rest of the planet."

Having won a bevy of environmental awards, including the Schumacher Award in recognition of efforts to conserve and restore degraded ecosystems in 2001, Featherstone is now dedicated to sharing his mindset.

He says: "People think, 'Well, there are 6.4 billion people on the planet so if I stop doing this then it won't make any difference.' That to me is the most dangerous and illusory aspect of modern day society. It critically matters what one person does. True change starts at an individual level, people making simple daily choices in their lives, whether it's something as simple as choosing to buy organic as opposed to chemically processed food. Or what transport method we use, all those little simple things."

Of course, spreading the gospel these days requires sitting on fuel-guzzling, monoxide-belching jetliners. And encouraging everyone to share Featherstone's mindset is complicated - persuading loggers in the Philippines or South America to give up their livelihood is an issue that he is unable to address directly.

 With world leaders such as US President George W. Bush flouting pacts such as the Kyoto Treaty that discourage industrial pollution, how can Featherstone make a splash in a vast ocean of apathy?

"I can't do much about the situation on the other side of the world directly, in terms of finding alternative employment for somebody," he says. "What I can do is seek to ensure that my personal life places less of a burden on those places. We can't wait for leaders who are not willing to make decisions. People have to make the change themselves. What we need to do is publicise and support that and say, 'Look, we can make a difference.' Plant a tree, come back and see it 20 years later and you see the ramifications of that."

Alan Watson Featherstone in Hong Kong: Tue, 7.30pm, Vegetarian Society , 7/F, Cheung Ming Bldg, 80-86 Argyle St, Central. Inquiries 8106 3332. Wed, 9pm, Life Cafe, 10 Shelley St, SoHo. Inquiries 2810 9777, Thu, 12.15pm, The Canadian Chamber of Commerce, Suite 1301, Kinwick Centre, 32 Hollywood Rd, Central, $ 150-$ 250 (lunch provided). Inquiries: 2110 8700. Fri, 9.30am, Business Environment Council, 77 Tat Chee Ave, Kowloon Tong. Inquiries: 2784 3900. Fri, 5pm and 7pm, British Council, Room 307-308, 3 Supreme Court Rd, Admiralty.

M'SIAN, BRITISH SCIENTISTS TO LAUNCH ASEAN'S FIRST FOREST CANOPY COURSE
KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 14 (Bernama) -- Malaysian and British scientists have joined forces to launch Asean's first tropical forest canopy research training programme to investigate one of the world's richest and least known habitats in Malaysia next week.

The course will be based at Sabah's Danum Valley Field Centre which since 1985 has been the headquarters and principal focus of the Royal Society's South East Asia Rainforest Research Programme (SEARRP) of the United Kingdom.

The one-week "training-the-trainers" course begins on Wednesday to provide insights in new approaches to canopy science, the identification of scientific priorities and the use of effective research methods in the forest canopy, said Global Canopy Programme (GCP), an international alliance of 22 institutions supporting canopy science, in a statement today. 

This course will be followed from Monday the following week by a two-week canopy access training for scientists, forest managers and conservation workers from Asean.

GCP said participants will learn the key priorities driving modern studies of forest canopy through lectures and practical, project-oriented work and will gain a thorough understanding of local and global advances in canopy studies.

"We are aiming to create the leaders of the future in this exciting field," said local course coordinator Prof Datin Maryati Mohammed, director of the Institute for Tropical Biology and Conservation at the Universiti Malaysia Sabah (UMS).

She said in the statement that despite having the tallest and some of the most biodiverse tropical forests in the world, Malaysia lacks the capacity for its own researchers to know what exists in the canopy or how much value it has for mankind.

"We are hoping to change that," said Prof Maryati of the course which will train 16 Malaysians and four other Asean nationals.

Prof Maryati said GCP is developing a project with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to establish "whole forest observatories" (WFO) in five biodiversity rich countries worldwide including Malaysia.

She noted that the project will help Malaysia to achieve its goal outlined in the Rainforest Knowledge Industries initiatives aimed at accruing economic gains from canopy biodiversity and canopy ecotourism, and to fulfil its obligations to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity.

"It will ensure that Malaysian scientific capacity in biodiversity and climate change keeps pace will other nations worldwide," said Prof Maryati, who is expected to be the local coordinator of the WFO project.


ROAP Media Update – 18 January 2005

Bhutan to halve imports of ODS
Kuensel – Bhutan, 17 January 2005 - Bhutan will decrease its annual import of ozone-depleting sub stances (ODS) from 150 kilogrammes to 75 kilogrammes in compliance with the Montreal Protocol ratified by the 82nd session of the National Assembly.
….Bhutan is also receiving assistance from the United Nation Environment Programme (UNEP) and UNDP to prepare the country programme and refrigerant management plan and to train officers and technicians. 
“By 2007 Bhutan will reduce its ODS import by 85 percent and by 2010 along with the all Montreal Protocol parties, Bhutan will wipe out the consumption of ODS,” said Ritu Raj Chettri.
http://www.kuenselonline.com/article.php?sid=4947 

Agreement on a Global Early Warning System Should be Key Outcome of Disaster Reduction Conference
Bangkok--Jan 17—UNISBKK - Small Islands Also Close Their Conference with Call for Significant
Strengthening of  Early Warning for Caribbean, Indian Ocean and Pacific and Action to Conserve Corals, Mangroves and other Natural Sea Defenses
          Making operational a tsunami early warning system in the Indian Ocean must be one of the key outcomes of an international disaster reduction conference taking place in Japan, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.
http://www.thaipr.net/prnews.aspx?i=5B336CD496AA3E72704C375AFE90A3EB&n=0 

U.N. calls on rich to double aid
China Post, Taiwan, 18 January 2005 - More than 500 million people can escape abject poverty, 250 million people will no longer go to bed hungry and 30 million children can be saved if rich countries double development aid over the next 10 years to $195 billion, a new UN-sponsored report said on Monday…
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/business/detail.asp?GRP=E&id=57074   

NZ calls for global solutions to problems faced by small island nations
Xinhua, China. WELLINGTON, Jan. 18 (Xinhuanet) -- New Zealand played a leading role in agreeing to a new United Nations action plan on island countries, Environment Minister and Associate Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Marian Hobbs said Tuesday. 
    "The Mauritius Meeting on Small Island Developing States led toa renewed focus on islands countries' vulnerability to natural disasters, climate change, and other threats like HIV/AIDS, diabetes and environmental degradation," Hobbs, who attended the meeting last week, said in a statement. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-01/18/content_2475179.htm 

UN Daily News

New report to Annan proposes solutions to problems of world poverty
17 January – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today launched a 3,000-page document which research team leader, Special Adviser Jeffrey Sachs, called "a unique report" recommending that rich countries double their investments in poor countries to reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of halving extreme poverty by 2015 and going beyond to eliminate it by 2025. FULL STORY>> 

Tsunami early warning system moves to centre stage at UN meeting this week
17 January – The establishment of a tsunami early warning system in the Indian Ocean, which experts say could have saved scores of thousands of lives in the recent catastrophe, moves into sharper focus this week as United Nations agencies continue to grapple with relief efforts for the present and preventive measures for the future. FULL STORY>> 

UN-backed polio campaign in Sudan called 'exceptionally successful'
17 January – The three-day polio vaccination campaign launched throughout Sudan on 10 January has been "exceptionally successful," reaching more 5 million children under five, with the various warring factions in Africa's largest country allowing it to proceed unhindered, according to preliminary United Nations figures. FULL STORY>> 

At Kobe quake ground zero, UN conference seeks to reduce natural disasters' toll
17 January – Ten years after an earthquake killed nearly 6,500 people and injured 40,000 in 20 seconds in Kobe, Japan, 4,000 delegates from 150 countries have gathered at ground zero this week for a United Nations conference on disaster reduction, its deliberations given added urgency by nature's latest assault, the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami. FULL STORY>> 

After renewed violence, Annan vows to get Middle East peace plan back on track
17 January – Alarmed by the recent upsurge of violence between Israelis and Palestinians after hopes of a fresh start with the election of a new Palestinian president, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan vowed today to do whatever it takes to get the so-called Road Map peace plan back on track. FULL STORY>>
PRESS CONFERENCE 
ON THE MILLENNIUM PROJECT REPORT
UN HEADQUARTERS, NEW YORK
Monday, January 17, 2005
ANNAN INTRODUCES MILLENNIUM PROJECT REPORT
· Secretary-General Kofi Annan introduced the Millennium Project report entitled, "Investing in Development: A Practical Plan to Achieve the Millennium Development Goals". He was joined by Jeffrey Sachs, Director of the UN Millennium Project; Ernesto Zedillo, former President of Mexico and one of the Project's Task Force leaders; and Jose Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs.

OPENING REMARKS BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Professor Sachs, Jeff, President Zedillo, Ernesto, Geeta, [Rao Gupta], José Antonio [Ocampo], Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is indeed a great pleasure to accept the final report of the Millennium Project. 

This is an important and impressive document. 

It is the product of an intense effort: wide-ranging consultations on all continents; tens of thousands of hours of work; thousands of pages of detailed analysis; and many, many years of experience on the part of more than 250 of the world's leading development policymakers, practitioners and experts. 

The result is a major intellectual achievement – a compelling work that offers a large number of concrete, practical proposals for reaching the Millennium Development Goals by the agreed date of 2015. 

The Goals are not utopian. They are eminently achievable. Many countries, including some of the poorest and least developed, are making real progress in achieving them. But many others, particularly in Africa, are not moving fast enough. The recommendations in this report offer ideas and strategies to help those who have fallen behind, as well as those looking to build on their gains. 

Member States have decided that their leaders will come to New York in September to review progress towards the goals and in implementing all aspects of the Millennium Declaration. In the months ahead, they will engage in very serious in-depth discussions on some of the most important issues and dilemmas facing the international community. This report, along with that of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, are very important contributions to that process. I intend to issue my own report in March. 

It is my sincere hope that the September Summit will produce bold and far-reaching decisions, and that we can work together to put in place the building blocks for a safer, more prosperous, and a fairer world. 

I would like to thank Jeff Sachs and his team for their commitment to that goal and for all the hard work they have done. 

I am also pleased that two members of the team are with us today: 

Ernesto Zedillo, the former president of Mexico, who co-chaired the task force on trade; 

and Geeta Rao Gupta, the President of the International Center for Research on Women, who co-chaired the task force on gender. 

In closing, it is my pleasure to commend this report to the Member States for careful consideration and to the widest possible global audience. 

Thank you very much. 

ANNAN RETURNS FROM AREAS WORST HIT BY TSUNAMI
· Earlier Monday, the Secretary-General spoke to the press in New York this morning after returning from a trip to the areas worst hit by the Indian Ocean tsunami, and he said that he was pleased by the UN staff’s work in the field in leading and helping to coordinate international relief.

· In his opening remarks, he said, "As you know, I have just come back from Asia and the Indian Ocean, visiting some of the hardest hit countries by the tsunami. It was shocking and moving to see the devastation and the destruction of livelihoods. But I was also encouraged by the community spirit of governments, NGOs, international workers, private sector, all coming together to build and pick up the pieces. I was pleased with the work the UN staff are doing in the field, leading and helping coordinate international relief. Of course we are now at the relief stage, the emergency stage, but we are moving very quickly to recovery and reconstruction. You may also know that the Summit in Jakarta asked me to appoint a special envoy to help coordinate and encourage reconstruction, and I will be doing that very shortly, hopefully in the course of this week." 

· He went on to say, "But while there, of course, I also kept an eye on what was going on here. I saw Mr. Volcker's comments on the audit reports which indicate that we have work to do in the management area and we need clearer transparency which I intend to work on. I will be making some proposals and taking some action very shortly. I have made some changes and more are on the way, and I will inform you in due course."

· Asked about Indonesia, the Secretary-General said that operations there are good, and he said that no major problems have been reported with rebel groups.

· Asked at the press encounter about new appointments in the UN system, he confirmed that Anne Veneman, the outgoing U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, is his candidate to be the next Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

· He added that other changes will be made, with UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Terje Roed-Larsen having stepped down and the Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) also set to leave.

· Asked about Iraq, the Secretary-General said he had spoken on Sunday with Iraqi Prime Minister Ayad Allawi, who indicated that he is trying to bring as many people into the electoral process as possible. The Secretary-General added that, even at this late stage, he is urging the Iraqis to reach out, and he hailed the “really heroic job” being done by the United Nations and others in electoral assistance. 

ANNAN TO ADDRESS GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING ON TSUNAMI RELIEF
· The General Assembly will be hold a plenary meeting at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday., in the General Assembly Hall, to consider the strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance. The Secretary-General is expected to address the meeting.

· According to the latest figures from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), donors have pledged a total of $738,886,790, or 76 per cent of the amount requested in the recent flash appeal. 

· Meanwhile, the agencies are continuing their relief work in tsunami-hit areas. 

· In Indonesia, for example, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) has distributed family and large service tents to internally displaced persons in and around Banda Aceh, through its local partners. 

· In both Indonesia and the Maldives, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) is cooperating with OCHA and the UN Disaster, Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team on the ground to rapidly assess acute environmental problems that have immediate impacts on human lives and welfare.

· For its part, the UN Humanitarian Information Centre has developed a map of affected populations in Aceh and Northern Sumatra.

· In the Maldives, the World Food Programme (WFP) is planning to link biscuit distribution to UNICEF’s efforts to reopen schools. WFP will soon meet with the country’s Minister of Education to formalize the plan, which will feed some 25,000 school children. 

· Meanwhile, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) is helping to provide psychosocial interventions and counselling in the Maldives. 

UNITED NATIONS TO HELP SUPPORT IRAQIS IN TRACING MISSING PERSONS
· The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, today said in Amman that the United Nations, through the work of its human rights office in Iraq, would try to support Iraqi efforts in the establishment of a National Center of Missing and Disappeared Persons.

· He said the need for such a Center has become evident after listening to thousands of Iraqis who are constantly wondering about the fate of their loved ones. Qazi said that Iraq’s recent history needs to be examined, not just to bring to justice the perpetrators of crimes against humanity, but also to ensure that similar events do not take place again.

· On Sunday, Qazi met in Damascus with Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk al-Shara for talks that focused on the current situation in Iraq and efforts to ensure the success of the transitional process.

· In remarks to the press afterward, Qazi said that the Secretary-General has emphasized that elections must be as inclusive as possible if they are to contribute positively to Iraq’s political transition. 

DISASTER REDUCTION CONFERENCE TO OPEN IN KOBE, 10 YEARS AFTER QUAKE
· The World Conference on Disaster Reduction will open Tuesday in Kobe, Japan, 10 years after the January 17, 1995, earthquake in that city that killed more than 6,000 people and injured 40,000 others.

· Salvano Briceño, Director of the secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, said that it is relevant that the Conference in taking place in Asia, which he said is “the most disaster-prone continent in the world.” Half of all casualties resulting from disasters since 1994 have taken place in Asia, he said.

· For part of the conference, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is organizing a special session on the establishment of a tsunami early warning system in the Indian Ocean. The session will bring together institutional partners, specialized agencies and donors who have offered support to set up such a system.

· Over the weekend, Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said that making operational a tsunami early warning system in the Indian Ocean must be one of the key outcomes of the Kobe conference. 

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUDAN ENVOY MEETS VICE PRIME MINISTER: The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, met Sudanese First Vice Prime Minister Ali Osman Taha on Saturday. They discussed preparations for the deployment of the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) and its role in supporting the peace agreement, and also spoke about Darfur.

GREECE, FYR MACEDONIA MEET WITH UN ENVOY: Pursuant to the Interim Accord of 13 September 1995, the representatives of Greece and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia met on 14 January under the auspices of the Secretary-General. The Greek side was represented by Ambassador Adamantios Vassilakis. The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia was represented by Ambassador Nikola Dimitrov. The Secretary-General was represented by his Special Representative, Matthew Nimetz. The parties continued to exchange views in the context of article 5 of the Interim Accord. They decided to meet again in the second half of February, 2005.

SMALL ISLANDS CONFERENCE TO BE FOLLOWED UP IN NOVEMBER: As a follow-up to the international meeting on Small Island Developing States (SIDS) that ended in Mauritius last Friday, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) will convene a special conference in Rome during its governing Conference 19-26 November 2005 to review the Mauritius Strategy to further Implement the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of SIDS. The FAO small islands conference will tackle a number of urgent issues highlighted in the strategic document agreed at last week's international meeting.

IMMEDIATE FOOD AID NEEDED FOR MAURITANIA: The World Food Programme (WFP) today appealed for immediate food aid for 400,000 people in Mauritania, where locusts and drought have obliterated agricultural production. WFP is appealing for $30.8 million for a 2005-07 operation in Mauritania to cover urgent needs brought about by locust invasions coupled with drought last year. In the Sahel region's worst invasion in 15 years, locusts infested 100% of Mauritania's agricultural production zone. The south - which has been hardest hit - is home to about a quarter of the population; families living in the area have virtually no access to non-agricultural income.

UNITED NATIONS, WORLD BANK OFFICIALS ASSESS DISARMAMENT IN COTE D’IVOIRE: A joint delegation of officials from the World Bank and the UN Mission in Cote d’Ivoire were in Bouaké over the weekend to assess disarmament progress in areas under the control of the Forces Nouvelles. They heard from Forces Nouvelles representatives who expressed their security concerns and called for the UN Mission to have a peace enforcement mandate.

ANNAN TO PRESENT GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S SPECIAL SESSION ON WEDNESDAY: The Secretary-General will hold a press encounter at 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday to present the General Assembly’s Special Session to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration camps. Those attending will include the President of the General Assembly and the Permanent Representatives of various Member states.

UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


National Geographic News - � HYPERLINK "Tsunami Clouds Future of Marine Animals" ��Tsunami Clouds Future of Marine Animals    


�Environmental News Service - � HYPERLINK "Global Tsunami Warning System Needed, Governments Agree " ��Global Tsunami Warning System Needed, Governments Agree 


�Reuters - � HYPERLINK "Global warming melts winter joy at top German resort" ��Global warming melts winter joy at top German resort�


BBC Monitoring - � HYPERLINK "BHUTAN TO HALVE IMPORT OF OZONE-DEPLETING SUBSTANCES" ��BHUTAN TO HALVE IMPORT OF OZONE-DEPLETING SUBSTANCES 


�South China Morning Post - � HYPERLINK "Eco warrior calls on Hongkongers to help save the planet" ��Eco warrior calls on Hongkongers to help save the planet


� Bernama - � HYPERLINK "M'SIAN, BRITISH SCIENTISTS TO LAUNCH ASEAN'S FIRST FOREST CANOPY COURSE" ��M'SIAN, BRITISH SCIENTISTS TO LAUNCH ASEAN'S FIRST FOREST CANOPY COURSE��
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