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· The Independent: Acidic seas threaten coral and mussels
· The Guardian: Unexpected rise in carbon-fuelled ocean acidity threatens shellfish, say scientists
· The Guardian: The planet is now so vandalised that only total energy renewal can save us
· The Guardian: Plans to protect forests could do the opposite, warns Friends of the Earth
· The Guardian: Duty on long-haul flights and funding for wind energy do not satisfy green campaigners
· AFP: EIB lends 50 mln euros to RP to address climate change
· Chinaview: AFD to provide $200 mln for Indonesian climate change control program 
· The Guardian: Duty on long-haul flights and funding for wind energy do not satisfy green campaigners
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROA 
· ROAP
· RONA
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of 24 November 2008 
Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 24  November 2008 (None)  

UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
UN News Centre: Nations seek closer ties between UN efforts to save ozone layer and fight climate change

24 November 2008 – The United Nations should twin its efforts to combat ozone depletion and climate change to reap the greatest economic and environmental benefits, governments concluded at a recent global gathering.

The call for greater cooperation between UN treaties on ozone and global warming was issued last week at the end of a meeting in Doha, Qatar, of the 150 governments which are party to the Montreal Protocol and the Vienna Convention, both of which seek to protect the ozone layer.

Participants asked the Executive Secretary of the Montreal Protocol to pursue closer ties with the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and explore how best to slash the release of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), one of the six greenhouse gases controlled under UNFCCC’s Kyoto Protocol.

They also suggested that phasing out hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) – which are highly damaging to the ozone layer – will be mutually beneficial in addressing both the ozone layer and climate change.

HCFCs were originally introduced to replace more ozone-damaging substances in products such as refrigerators and air-conditioners, but they themselves are now scheduled to be replaced by new chemicals which governments have said they hope are both ozone and climate-friendly.

“In a world of scarce financial resources, maximizing the impacts of the various multilateral environmental agreements is paramount,” said Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

At the Doha gathering, attendees also discussed the best means to destroy harmful substances stored in old equipment, as well as funding to help developing countries to eliminate ozone-damaging chemicals.
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Scoop: UN Efforts to Save Ozone Layer

Tuesday, 25 November 2008, 10:13 am

Nations Seek Closer Ties Between UN Efforts to Save Ozone Layer and Fight Climate Change

24 November 2008 – The United Nations should twin its efforts to combat ozone depletion and climate change to reap the greatest economic and environmental benefits, governments concluded at a recent global gathering.

The call for greater cooperation between UN treaties on ozone and global warming was issued last week at the end of a meeting in Doha, Qatar, of the 150 governments which are party to the Montreal Protocol and the Vienna Convention, both of which seek to protect the ozone layer.

Participants asked the Executive Secretary of the Montreal Protocol to pursue closer ties with the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and explore how best to slash the release of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), one of the six greenhouse gases controlled under UNFCCC’s Kyoto Protocol.

They also suggested that phasing out hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) – which are highly damaging to the ozone layer – will be mutually beneficial in addressing both the ozone layer and climate change.

HCFCs were originally introduced to replace more ozone-damaging substances in products such as refrigerators and air-conditioners, but they themselves are now scheduled to be replaced by new chemicals which governments have said they hope are both ozone and climate-friendly.

“In a world of scarce financial resources, maximizing the impacts of the various multilateral environmental agreements is paramount,” said Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

At the Doha gathering, attendees also discussed the best means to destroy harmful substances stored in old equipment, as well as funding to help developing countries to eliminate ozone-damaging chemicals.
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Pollution Online: Launch of Global Military Partnership to Protect Ozone And Climate

November 24, 2008

Washington, DC - In cooperation with the governments of the United States, Argentina, Australia, The Netherlands, and Mauritius, the Institute for Governance & Sustainable Development (IGSD) and the International Network for Environmental Compliance and Enforcement (INECE) announced recently new plans to collaborate with military organizations worldwide to collect and ultimately destroy unwanted ozone-depleting substances (ODS) that are also potent greenhouse gases. This cooperation is significant because military organizations have developed the technology, logistical strategies, and management practices that minimize cost and chemical emissions. The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) estimates recovery and destruction of unwanted ODS can avoid the equivalent of 6 billion tonnes or more of carbon dioxide emissions by 2015, which is equal to 3 years of Kyoto targets.

"The military's leadership shown by these partners will earn the praise of environmentalists and compliance officials from around the world," said Durwood Zaelke, President of IGSD, and Director of INECE, a network of over 4,000 environmental authorities in more than 150 countries. "Protecting the earth against climate change is an environmental security campaign that we all support." 

"Argentina is proud to be one of the leaders promoting the climate benefits of the Montreal Protocol, and we welcome the opportunity to work with the technical logistics experts from the militaries of the world to continue these efforts to realize benefits for both the climate system and the ozone layer," said Romina Picolotti, Argentina's Secretary of State for Environment. "Our goal is to be first to benefit from this assistance to achieve the highest possible ozone and climate benefits at affordable cost. Once again, Argentina wants to continue demonstrating through our actions that developing countries are willing to take on their fair share of climate responsibility when technology and financing are available." 

"UNDP recognizes the importance of proper ODS banks management and is already assisting several developing countries in integrating and sequencing separate sources of funding to protect both the ozone layer and climate," said Dr. Suely Carvalho, Chief, Montreal Protocol and Chemicals Unit, UNDP. "UNDP has established the MDG-Carbon Facility to finance greenhouse gas emission reduction projects that contribute to sustainable development and the Millennium Development Goals." 

SOURCE: Institute for Governance & Sustainable Development
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Asia Times (Hong Kong): 'Brown clouds' stir Asian conspiracy storm
By Raja Murthy 

MUMBAI - A controversial United Nations report claiming "atmospheric brown clouds" generated by Asia are harming the world's climate, agriculture and health has created a storm of controversy in India, which has slammed it as part of Western pressure on Asia's efforts to counter global warming. 

The brown cloud was more pointedly called the "Asian brown cloud" in an earlier United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) report in 2002, before protests from India and China led it to be changed to the politically-correct "atmospheric brown cloud". 

The updated version of the 2002 UN report, released on November 13, says three kilometer-thick brown clouds of soot, particles and

[image: image1.wmf]toxic cancer-causing chemicals, primarily hovering over the Persian Gulf and Asia, are the latest major threat to global health, food supplies and the environment. 

"I expect the atmospheric brown cloud to be now firmly on the international community's radar as a result of the report, " declared Achim Steiner, under-secretary general and executive director of the UNEP. 

Steiner can revise his expectations, as so far the report has only raised controversy. India's scientific community have said the atmospheric brown clouds over Asia are a seasonal, temporary phenomena which may look bad, but have none of the catastrophic implications mentioned in the UN report. 

The Indian government has also unceremoniously trashed the UN report, pointing fingers at UNEP's credibility, with India's Science and Technology minister Kapil Sibal describing the latest brown cloud report as "propaganda," according to a Press Trust of India news agency article from November 21. 

Sibal said India's scientists have examined the issue and have dismissed the report's claims that burning of fossil fuels in Asia has caused the brown haze. He pointed out that India's per capita greenhouse gas emissions are 1.2 tonnes compared to 23 tonnes in the US and 10 tonnes in European countries. 

Sibal, also one of India's senior lawyers, said, "For anybody who says India and China are responsible for this, I can only say, we certainly are not." 

The Indian government even attributed motives to the UN report. "It is a way of getting at India and China," an unnamed environment ministry official was quoted as saying in the Times of India, India's largest-circulated English daily. 

"We say that the developed world is primarily responsible for global warming, so the West has latched on to the brown cloud formation to target us on traditional fuels. But these fuels are not the only reason why brown clouds are formed," the official said. 

Both the 2002 and new report claim the main sources of the cloud's pollutants came from wood burning and fossil fuels in East Asia, and that the its tiny particles have increased the solar heating of the lower atmosphere by about 50%. 

"The atmospheric brown cloud needs more study before we can draw conclusions on its impact," cautioned T S Panwar, director of Energy and Environment Policy at the New Delhi-based Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). 

The TERI chief executive, Rajendra Pachauri, leads the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change that won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007, along with former US vice president Al Gore. 
Panwar, an environmental scientist specializing in air pollution, told Asia Times Online that the atmospheric brown cloud is a normal winter phenomenon following the monsoon, when pollution particles collect in the middle atmosphere before vanishing. 

"As the UN report mentions, it is important to note that such atmospheric brown clouds exist outside of Asia too, in Africa and the American continent," he said. 

Panwar said the data collated in the UNEP report, which was funded by the US, does not sufficiently support the alarming conclusions being drawn from it. 

The new report is part of US-led Western pressure on India and China to accept more responsibility for global warming and restrict greenhouse gas-emitting industries, say Indian officials. Asia's economic powerhouses, in turn, blame Western nations for being guiltier of poor global warming practices and refusing to put the brakes on industrial development. 

Kapil Sibal said the UNEP report was part of pressure being exerted on Asian nations ahead of the United Nations Climate Change Conference to be held in Copenhagen, Denmark, in the winter of 2009. The conference plans a new climate change agreement to succeed the Kyoto Protocol signed in the Japanese city in December 1997. 

Professor Veerabhadran Ramanathan, head of the UNEP scientific panel that produced the report, attempted to reassure Asia Times Online of its non-partisan nature. "The report has authors from many Asian countries [including India, China, Korea, Japan, among others] and was reviewed by experts from China, India and other parts of the world," said Ramanathan. 

But, like its predecessor in 2002 on the "Asian" brown cloud, the new report has unimpressed other Indian scientists. J Srinivasan and Sulochana Gadgil, faculty members at the Bangalore-based Centre for Atmospheric and Ocean Science at the Indian Institute of Science, both criticized the earlier report, saying its conclusions did not support the data. 

Professor Gadgil said similar criticism could be aimed at the new UN report. 

When Asia Times Online asked Ramanathan about the major differences between his latest report and the more controversial precessed, which is also credited to him, he said, "There are no major differences in the findings". 

He did say that on the regional climate side, this report has more concrete numbers. "It highlights the Himalayan glacier retreat, which was not included in the earlier one, and has new findings on the agricultural and health impacts," he said. 

The earlier report inspired sensationalist headlines such as: "'Asian brown cloud' casts shadow on US weather" (Chicago Tribune May 7, 2004); "'Asian Brown Cloud' menaces the world" (International Herald Tribune August 13, 2002) and "Asia's killer pollution cloud may be heading for Europe" (Evening Standard, London, August 12, 2002). 

At best, the 2008 report could be accepted as a general call to clean up the planet. Still, the UNEP has to exercise more caution before pronouncing global doom - and placing extra blame for it on Asia. If it fails to do so, the global body risks being dismissed as a peddler of hidden agendas. 

(Copyright 2008 Asia Times Online (Holdings) Ltd. All rights reserved. Please contact us about sales, syndication and republishing.) 
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Times of India: Silver lining to Mumbai's cloud

25 Nov 2008, 0236 hrs IST, Hemali Chhapia, TNN 

MUMBAI: Mumbaikars can take some solace after the United Nations Environment Programme identified the city as being among 13 Atmospheric Brown Cloud  

(ABC) hotspots in the Asian region. Separate research shows that among India's top five metros__Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai and Bangalore__the city had the fourth-worst aerosol count in 2005 (see `Rising haze'). 

Achuthan Jayaraman, a lead author of the UNEP report and head of the India-based National Atmospheric Research Laboratory, said that Mumbai's aerosol levels may have remained more or less constant from 2001 to 2005 because it is a coastal city. 

A May 2007 study by S Ramachandran, of the Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad, and R Cherian shows that Mumbai had a 0.4 Aerosol Optical Depth (AOD) in 2001. This rose to 0.44 in 2003, but fell again to 0.41 in 2005. 

Coastal cities like Mumbai and Chennai have an advantage, said Jayaraman. He explained that Mumbai and Chennai may spew pollutants into the air, but this gets transported by breeze towards the ocean each day. "Mumbai, one can say, is better off that a landlocked city like Delhi,'' he added. 

Breeze can carry some pollutants to sea, where they settle on waters, never to rise again. However, "No matter which way the winds blow in Delhi, pollutants are likely to become again suspended in the air. Hence Delhi often complains of fog or fog-like conditions,'' Jayaraman pointed out. 

Delhi had a higher AOD, 0.57 in 2005. It had risen to an alarming high of 0.64 AOD in 2004.  
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Times of India: Haze Over Chennai, B'lore Too

25 Nov 2008, 0228 hrs IST, Hemali Chhapia, TNN 

MUMBAI: While a recent United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) report identified Mumbai, Delhi and Kolkata as being among 13 Atmospheric Brown  

Cloud (ABC) hotspots in the Asian region, other studies indicate that more cities in India could also be plagued by the growing ABC menace. 

A May 2007 study published in the US-based Journal of Geophysical Research indicates that Chennai and Bangalore also fulfil one of the two main criteria for being ABC hotspots. 

The UNEP report defines ABC hotspots as regions where the annual mean anthropogenic Aerosol Optical Depth (AOD) exceeds 0.3 and where carbon particles make up at least 10% of the clouds. Aerosols are any solid or liquid suspended in the air, and they include soot, sulphates, nitrates, fly ash and so on. 

A paper-by S Ramachandran, of the Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad, and R Cherian-which was published in the geophysical research journal points to an increasing number of aerosols hanging over Indian cities, with Kolkata having the highest count in 2005 with a 0.59 AOD count. Delhi was next with 0.57, followed by Chennai (0.47), Mumbai (0.41) and Bangalore (0.32). AOD measures the column of pollutants from the ground to the top of the atmosphere. 

Ramachandran's paper cites a study done in 2002 by Chandra Venkataraman, professor from the department of chemical engineering, Indian Institute of Technology-Bombay, and M Shekar Reddy, of the Laboratoire d'Optique Atmospherique, France. Venkataraman's study, titled `Inventory of aerosol and sulphur dioxide emissions from India', observes, "Coal combustion in thermal power plants and fossil fuels used in the transportation and industrial sectors were found to contribute most of the aerosol pollutant emissions over India.'' 

While Ramachandran's paper gives no data for the concentration of carbon particles in Indian ABCs, Venkatraman's paper points out that the highest black carbon (BC) emissions in four Indian metros-Chennai, Kolkata, Mumbai and Delhi-came from diesel combustion in the transport sector. 

Venkatraman's study adds that the highest aerosol emissions of sulphur dioxide from fossil fuels (more than 5,000kg per square kilometre) were observed in the states of Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat and West Bengal, due to power plants and large point sources in these states. 

An alarming fact emerging from pollution research is that the particles causing the brown clouds are getting smaller, making them easier to be breathed in and cause lung-related ailments (see `A finer mess'). 

BARC scientist B K Sapra said, "Larger particles tend to stick inside the nose's bend and are automatically sneezed out. But finer particles travel into our system with the same velocity as the air we breathe and get lodged in our lungs.''  
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e-Travel Blackboard (press release), Australia: World’s first carbon neutral airline joins Climate Neutral Network

Tuesday, 25 November 2008

Climate Neutral Network (CN Net) has welcomed its first airline member NatureAir, the world’s first carbon neutral airline.

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) introduced the CN Net to encourage low-carbon economies and societies through global sustainable practices – it currently consists of members who have set the highest greenhouse gas reduction goals in the world. 

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary-General and UNEP Executive Director welcomed NatureAir and pointed out that each year the amount of greenhouse gases the airline industry contributes is “nearly as much as the entire African continent”.

NatureAir Founder and CEO Alex E. Khajavi attributed the company’s success to its “commitment to environmental and social responsibility, its safety record and its reliability with a region leading 93 percent on-time-performance record for over four years”.

In the past three years, NatureAir has reduced aircraft weight, improved flight planning and used a twin-engine fleet, as a result improving overall fuel efficiency - the company’s subsidiary fuel company has even converted the entire ground fleet to biofuels. 

The Costa Rica-based carrier operates daily in 17 destinations across Costa Rica and Panama, with over 60 percent of its passengers landing within 10 kilometres from ecotourism destinations. 

The year 2021 will see Costa Rica celebrate its 200 years of independence by which time it aims to be climate neutral.
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Other Environment News
The Independent: Acidic seas threaten coral and mussels

Impact of rising carbon dioxide levels far worse than previously thought

By Steve Connor, Science Editor
Tuesday, 25 November 2008 

Rising carbon dioxide levels are increasing acidity in the oceans 10 times faster than scientists thought, posing a greater threat to shell-forming creatures such as coral and mussels.

An eight-year project in the Pacific has found that rising marine acid levels will challenge many organisms, because their shell-making chemistry is critically dependent on a less acidic, more alkaline environment. The study monitored seawater pH levels at the north-east Pacific island of Tatoosh off Washington state in the United States. 

Timothy Wootton, from Chicago University, said scientists found that acidity levels increased at more than 10 times the rate predicted by computer models designed to study the link between atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide and ocean acidity.

Atmospheric carbon dioxide levels have increased by about 100 parts per million since the start of the industrial revolution and are now at their highest point in at least 650,000 years. 

About a third of man-made carbon dioxide emissions has dissolved into the oceans. As carbon dioxide dissolves in seawater, it forms carbonic acid, which lowers the ocean's alkalinity and pH level, making it more acidic.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) predicted last year that most coral reefs would disappear by the century's end because of rising temperatures and ocean acidity.

However, this latest study, published in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, suggests that the rate of ocean acidification may be far higher than the rate used by the IPCC scientists in their assessment of future prospects for shell-forming marine creatures such as corals.

Professor Wootton said: "An alarming surprise is how rapidly pH has declined over the study period ... These data point to the urgency of obtaining a globally extensive set of ocean pH data through time, and suggest that our understanding of ocean pH may be incomplete.

"The results showed that variation on ocean pH through time was most strongly associated with increasing atmospheric carbon dioxide, which supports the prediction that increasing release of CO2 to the atmosphere leads to ocean acidification."

The study was unusual in that it looked at acidity in the ocean's intertidal region, inhabited by shell-forming creatures such as barnacles and mussels. Professor Wootton said there was a shortage of data on ocean acidification, especially in non-tropical regions, which this study addressed.

"Our study reveals the strongest negative impacts of declining pH are on several species of particular importance – large calcifying mussels and goose barnacles. This finding illustrates several reasons why the effects of declining ocean pH are of general concern, as these species create critical habitats for other coastal species, are important players in coastal nutrient processing, and reflect the more general risks to shellfish harvesting." 
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The Guardian: Unexpected rise in carbon-fuelled ocean acidity threatens shellfish, say scientists

· Ian Sample, science correspondent 

· guardian.co.uk, Tuesday November 25 2008 00.01 GMT 

· The Guardian, Tuesday November 25 2008 

The world's oceans are becoming acidic more quickly than climate change models predict, according to scientists who claim it will have a dramatic impact on marine ecosystems.

Water samples collected around an island in the eastern Pacific over the past eight years showed seawater had acidified more than 20 times faster than scientists expected. The effect could be devastating for shellfish and other crustaceans, because acidic waters dissolve calcium carbonate used by the organisms to make their protective shells.

Oceans absorb about a third of the carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere by human activities. When the gas dissolves in water, it forms carbonic acid, which alters the ocean's delicate chemical balance. 

The increasing acidification of the oceans is likely to have impacts that run throughout the marine ecosystem, because the organisms most affected are at the bottom of the foodchain.

Timothy Wootton, a biologist at the University of Chicago, led a team of researchers who analysed the acidity, salinity and temperature of water around Tatoosh Island off the northwestern coast of Washington state. 

Over eight years, the pH level of the water fell by 0.36 to about 8.1, more than 23 times more than the predicted fall of just 0.015 points. Water is neutral if its pH is seven, and becomes more acidic as the pH falls below that.

Writing in the US journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, the scientists raise concerns at how rapidly the process is happening and the impact it could have. "Acidification may be a more urgent issue than previously predicted, at least in some areas of the ocean," the authors write.

According to computer models of the local marine life, the rise in acidity is likely to cause substantial falls in the numbers of mussels and large goose barnacles, while algae and populations of smaller barnacles may increase. In turn, the changing distribution of these organisms will have effects on marine life that feed on them.

Last month, researchers warned that a new global deal on climate change would come too late to save many of the world's corals. A report from the Carnegie Institution at Stanford University in California found that carbon dioxide emissions are likely to acidify seawater enough to cause widespread damage to major reefs, including the Great Barrier Reef in Australia. Even stringent cuts designed to stabilise greenhouse gas levels still put more than 90% of the world's reefs in jeopardy.

"Declines in seawater pH were expected to happen very slowly, so we've been lax in dealing with the problem, but our study shows ocean acidification may be happening much quicker," said Wootton.
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The Guardian: The planet is now so vandalised that only total energy renewal can save us

It may be too late. But without radical action, we will be the generation that saved the banks and let the biosphere collapse

· George Monbiot 

· guardian.co.uk, Tuesday November 25 2008 00.01 GMT 

· The Guardian, Tuesday November 25 2008 

George Bush is behaving like a furious defaulter whose home is about to be repossessed. Smashing the porcelain, ripping the doors off their hinges, he is determined that there will be nothing worth owning by the time the bastards kick him out. His midnight regulations, opening America's wilderness to logging and mining, trashing pollution controls, tearing up conservation laws, will do almost as much damage in the last 60 days of his presidency as he achieved in the foregoing 3,000. 

His backers - among them the nastiest pollutocrats in America - are calling in their favours. But this last binge of vandalism is also the Bush presidency reduced to its essentials. Destruction is not an accidental product of its ideology. Destruction is the ideology. Neoconservatism is power expressed by showing that you can reduce any part of the world to rubble. 

If it is too late to prevent runaway climate change, the Bush team must carry much of the blame. His wilful trashing of the Middle Climate - the interlude of benign temperatures which allowed human civilisation to flourish - makes the mass murder he engineered in Iraq only the second of his crimes against humanity. Bush has waged his war on science with the same obtuse determination with which he has waged his war on terror. 

Is it too late? To say so is to make it true. To suggest there is nothing that can be done is to ensure that nothing is done. But even a resolute optimist like me finds hope ever harder to summon. A new summary of the science published since last year's Intergovernmental Panel report suggests that - almost a century ahead of schedule - the critical climate processes might have begun. 

Just a year ago the Intergovernmental Panel warned that the Arctic's "late-summer sea ice is projected to disappear almost completely towards the end of the 21st century ... in some models." But, as the new report by the Public Interest Research Centre (Pirc) shows, climate scientists are now predicting the end of late-summer sea ice within three to seven years. The trajectory of current melting plummets through the graphs like a meteorite falling to earth. 

Forget the sodding polar bears: this is about all of us. As the ice disappears, the region becomes darker, which means that it absorbs more heat. A recent paper published in Geophysical Research Letters shows that the extra warming caused by disappearing sea ice penetrates 1,000 miles inland, covering almost the entire region of continuous permafrost. Arctic permafrost contains twice as much carbon as the entire global atmosphere. It remains safe for as long as the ground stays frozen. But the melting has begun. Methane gushers are now gassing out of some places with such force that they keep the water open in Arctic lakes through the winter. 

The effects of melting permafrost are not incorporated in any global climate models. Runaway warming in the Arctic alone could flip the entire planet into a new climatic state. The Middle Climate could collapse faster and sooner than the grimmest forecasts proposed.

Barack Obama's speech to the US climate summit last week was an astonishing development. It shows that, in this respect at least, there really is a prospect of profound political change in America. But while he described a workable plan for dealing with the problem perceived by the Earth Summit of 1992, the measures he proposes are hopelessly out of date. The science has moved on. The events the Earth Summit and the Kyoto process were supposed to have prevented are already beginning. Thanks to the wrecking tactics of Bush the elder, Clinton (and Gore) and Bush the younger, steady, sensible programmes of the kind that Obama proposes are now irrelevant. As the Pirc report suggests, the years of sabotage and procrastination have left us with only one remaining shot: a crash programme of total energy replacement. 

A paper by the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research shows that if we are to give ourselves a roughly even chance of preventing more than two degrees of warming, global emissions from energy must peak by 2015 and decline by between 6% and 8% per year from 2020 to 2040, leading to a complete decarbonisation of the global economy soon after 2050. Even this programme would work only if some optimistic assumptions about the response of the biosphere hold true. Delivering a high chance of preventing two degrees of warming would mean cutting global emissions by more than 8% a year. 

Is this possible? Is this acceptable? The Tyndall paper points out that annual emission cuts greater than 1% have "been associated only with economic recession or upheaval". When the Soviet Union collapsed, emissions fell by some 5% a year. But you can answer these questions only by considering the alternatives. The trajectory both Barack Obama and Gordon Brown have proposed - an 80% cut by 2050 - means reducing emissions by an average of 2% a year. This programme, the figures in the Tyndall paper suggest, is likely to commit the world to at least four or five degrees of warming, which means the likely collapse of human civilisation across much of the planet. Is this acceptable? 

The costs of a total energy replacement and conservation plan would be astronomical, the speed improbable. But the governments of the rich nations have already deployed a scheme like this for another purpose. A survey by the broadcasting network CNBC suggests that the US federal government has now spent $4.2 trillion in response to the financial crisis, more than the total spending on the second world war when adjusted for inflation. Do we want to be remembered as the generation that saved the banks and let the biosphere collapse? 

This approach is challenged by the American thinker Sharon Astyk. In an interesting new essay, she points out that replacing the world's energy infrastructure involves "an enormous front-load of fossil fuels", which are required to manufacture wind turbines, electric cars, new grid connections, insulation and all the rest. This could push us past the climate tipping point. Instead, she proposes, we must ask people "to make short term, radical sacrifices", cutting our energy consumption by 50%, with little technological assistance, in five years.

There are two problems: the first is that all previous attempts show that relying on voluntary abstinence does not work. The second is that a 10% annual cut in energy consumption while the infrastructure remains mostly unchanged means a 10% annual cut in total consumption: a deeper depression than the modern world has ever experienced. No political system - even an absolute monarchy - could survive an economic collapse on this scale. 

She is right about the risks of a technological green new deal, but these are risks we have to take. Astyk's proposals travel far into the realm of wishful thinking. Even the technological new deal I favour inhabits the distant margins of possibility. 

Can we do it? Search me. Reviewing the new evidence, I have to admit that we might have left it too late. But there is another question I can answer more easily. Can we afford not to try? No, we can't.
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The Guardian: Plans to protect forests could do the opposite, warns Friends of the Earth

• Alarm sounded in run-up to UN climate change talks
• Corruption and threat to indigenous people feared

· Alok Jha 

· guardian.co.uk, Tuesday November 25 2008 00.01 GMT 

· The Guardian, Tuesday November 25 2008 

International proposals to protect forests as a way of tackling climate change could displace millions of indigenous people and fail to reduce global greenhouse gas emissions, environmentalists warn. 

In a report to be published on Thursday, Friends of the Earth International (FOE) will argue that current plans to slow the decline of forests by making rich countries pay for the protection of forests in tropical regions are not fit for purpose, as they are open to abuse by corrupt politicians or illegal logging companies in the parts of the world where the money will end up. 

Forests lock up a significant amount of carbon and cutting them down is a major source of greenhouse gas emissions, currently accounting for around 20% of the world's total. 

Deforestation also threatens biodiversity and the livelihoods of more than 60 million indigenous people who are entirely dependent upon forests.

Working out a way to protect forests will be one of the key issues for next week's UN climate change summit in Poznan, Poland, which marks the start of global negotiations to replace the Kyoto protocol after 2012. Government representatives at the meeting will consider adopting the "Redd" mechanism to reduce emissions from deforestation and degradation in developing countries, which is based on the idea that richer countries could offset their emissions by paying to maintain forests in tropical regions.

The idea has some of its roots in the 2006 review of the economics of climate change by Nicholas Stern, who said £2.5bn a year could be enough to prevent deforestation across the eight most important countries. But Stern argued that for such a scheme to work institutional and policy reforms would be required in many states with protected forests, such as Indonesia, Cameroon or Papua New Guinea.

In principle FOE agrees that forests could be included in climate change targets, but argues that in its current form Redd is fraught with problems. The group says the proposals seem to be aimed at setting up a way to profit from forests, rather than stop climate change. 

"It refocuses us on to the question, who do forests belong to?" said Joseph Zacune, a climate and energy coordinator at FOE. "In the absence of secure land rights indigenous peoples and other forest-dependent communities have no guarantees that they'll benefit from Redd. There's increased likelihood of state and corporate control of their land, especially if the value of forests rises." 

At the climate talks next week FOE plans to lobby for forests to be kept out of carbon markets, and for land rights to be enforced as the basis of any future forest policy. "We want some kind of mechanism to stop deforestation," said Zacune. "If there was to be agreement it would have to be developed through a joint process with other forest conventions and human-rights instruments, like the UN declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples."

Another problem is that, under Redd, there is no clear definition of what constitutes a forest: the UN includes single-species plantations such as those for palm oil or other agriculture, which are often grown in areas cleared of virgin rainforests. "Even at their best, they store 20% of the carbon that intact forests do," said Zacune. "This means designing forest policies to match the amount of trees cut down due to the expansion of plantations." 

FOE's conclusions echo those of the Rights and Resources Initiative, an international coalition of global NGOs which argued that the rush to protect forests could have unintended consequences. In two reports published in July the RRI warned that the money aimed at protecting trees might end up in the hands of central government officials in areas of the world where they were closely tied to illegal logging and mining activities.

"It is widely acknowledged that poor governance and corruption also need to be addressed if deforestation is to be stopped," said the FOE report. "The question is whether Redd can address these issues, and how it links to existing established processes intended to deal with illegal deforestation (which includes illegal logging and illegal forest conversion to agriculture). Furthermore, would the use of a Redd fund rather than carbon markets improve governments' ability to reign in such illegal activities?"

To counter such problems, Zacune said, the best way to manage forests was to devolve responsibility to locals - an idea proposed by the Pacific nation Tuvalu. "The idea is that they would provide incentives for protecting and retaining their forests. It's the communities and indigenous people who have managed the forests for generations that should be in control of the forest."

Zacune also warned that protecting forests should not become a way for rich countries to pay their way out of reducing emissions. "We need to tackle consumption of agrofuels, meat and timber products which drive deforestation."

Tony Juniper, a sustainability adviser to the Prince of Wales' Rainforests Project, said: "The market is one approach among several possible funding mechanisms. For example, major finance could be mobilised via the auctioning of pollution credits under the EU's emissions trading scheme, or taxes on aviation fuel."

A spokesperson for the Department of Energy and Climate Change said forest carbon trading was a useful way to pump money into deprived forest communities: "Deforestation threatens the rights of millions who depend on forests. The carbon market is a likely source of finance for reducing deforestation and we want to work with like-minded countries to achieve the deepest deal possible."
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The Guardian: Duty on long-haul flights and funding for wind energy do not satisfy green campaigners

· Terry Macalister 

· guardian.co.uk, Tuesday November 25 2008 00.01 GMT 

· The Guardian, Tuesday November 25 2008 

Airline passenger duty (APD) on flights to destinations such as Thailand, South Africa and the Seychelles will increase by 25% from next year and by will rise by half from that in 2010.

Alistair Darling said the move would benefit the environment, but his decision to have a more draconian flight tax and to give only a small boost to a low-carbon economy angered the green movement. 

The APD is presently levied at £10 on an economy-class flight to European destinations and £40 for long-haul flights.

The chancellor has introduced four new bands with a starting level of £11 on tickets for destinations within 2,000 miles of London; £45 for flights of up to 4,000 miles; £50 for 4,000-6,000 miles and £55 for flights over 6,000. The changes do not come into effect until next November. 

The duty will rise again the following year so by 2010-11, the tax on the lowest band will be £12; band B will be £60; a band C flight to Bangkok or Johannesburg will be £75, and the top band will be £85. 

"I have decided to reform APD into a four-band system ensuring that those who travel further and have a larger environmental impact meet that cost," Darling explained.

His decision to drop a previously proposed airline duty worried airlines but delighted the Airport Operators Association, which said it had "won the battle". The World Development Movement argued that the end of a possible airline duty was "bad news for the UK taxpayer, the environment and the world's poor".

The government did give a significant boost to the wind power industry by extending the Renewables Obligation (RO) of financial support until 2037. 

Darling also brought forward what he said was more than £500m worth of spending to be used on insulating homes and other energy-efficiency initiatives.

But there was no wider green New Deal, whereby large amounts of public money would be poured into creating a low-carbon future, as had been called for by environmentalists. 

The chancellor said the RO, which legally requires electricity suppliers in Britain to source a growing percentage of their power from green sources, would run for a further 10 years to 2037. This would ensure "investors can plan with confidence for the future", he said.

The British Wind Energy Association said it was "really encouraging" and would stimulate those companies looking at plans to build expensive projects far out in the North Sea. "Under the old regime, many companies were worried that the current RO was going to run out half way through their schemes," said a spokesman.

Darling also said that £535m of capital spending to promote government environmental objectives would be brought forward to sustain 350,000 jobs in the low-carbon sector. About £100m of new money would be spent on helping 60,000 low-income homes cut their energy bills through insulation. 

Despite these measures, John Sauven, Greenpeace executive director, said he was disappointed. "This was an historic opportunity to invest billions in a low-carbon, high-technology future but the chancellor blew it. We can only hope that by the time he formulates the budget itself, he will have grasped the potential of hi-tech climate solutions to get us out of this recession.

"Once again the aviation industry has been given a free pass at a time when its contribution to climate change is rising." 

The government also highlighted expected changes to the North Sea tax regime that are likely to please the oil and gas industry, which feared a windfall tax.
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AFP: EIB lends 50 mln euros to RP to address climate change 

Agence France-Presse | 11/25/2008 12:50 PM

MANILA - The European Investment Bank (EIB) is to lend the Philippine government 50 million euros (US$64.7 million) to help reduce climate change, officials said Tuesday.

The EIB, the lending arm of the European Union, will extend the facility to the state-owned Land Bank of the Philippines "which will manage a credit line for projects linked with climate change mitigation," said EIB vice-president Carlos Da Silva Costa.

This credit line will be open to "local enterprises, local cooperatives and local governments" that have projects that could slow down global warming and climate change, he told AFP in Manila.

This could include reforestation, water treatment, renewable energy and improved efficiency, especially in the transport sector, he said.

"It depends on the policy of the country and the willingness of the actors," Da Silva Costa said, adding that the European Union would also assist by providing technical expertise and advice.

The EIB has already extended a 500 million euro facility to China for climate change mitigation, he said, adding this had gone into loans for wind farms, reforestation and energy efficiency projects.

A similar facility is being prepared for Vietnam, Da Silva Costa said.

"The EIB is in a position to bring to the Philippines long term financing at favorable terms," despite the world financial turmoil, he said.
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Chinaview: AFD to provide $200 mln for Indonesian climate change control program  

 www.chinaview.cn  2008-11-25 12:42:25      

JAKARTA, Nov. 25 (Xinhua) -- The Agency Franchise de Development (AFD) and the Indonesian Finance Ministry have signed a 200 million U.S. dollars loan agreement to support the Climate Change Program conducted by the Indonesian government, an official said here on Tuesday. 

"The loan program is on a grant basis and very, very favorable (loan)," said Rahmat Waluyanto, the Director General of Debt Management under the Indonesian Finance Ministry. 

The purpose of this climate change program loan, which will be disbursed as a budgetary support, is to sustain Indonesian driven policy reform for dealing with climate change issues and to help the implementation of agreed policy targets stated in the form of a three-year "Policy Matrix" (revisable every year). 

Targets of the Policy Matrix are divided into three parts, namely mitigation, adaptation and cross-sectional issues. In this program, AFD is a partner of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) which has already granted a 300 million U.S. dollars loan to the Indonesian government. 

"Our cooperation between AFD and the Indonesian government is not only limited in loan agreement, but also technical assistance program which is related to climate change. The assistance is aimed directly at the Indonesian Forestry Ministry and the Industry Ministry," he said. 　 
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The Guardian: Duty on long-haul flights and funding for wind energy do not satisfy green campaigners

· Terry Macalister 

· guardian.co.uk, Tuesday November 25 2008 00.01 GMT 

· The Guardian, Tuesday November 25 2008 

Airline passenger duty (APD) on flights to destinations such as Thailand, South Africa and the Seychelles will increase by 25% from next year and by will rise by half from that in 2010.

Alistair Darling said the move would benefit the environment, but his decision to have a more draconian flight tax and to give only a small boost to a low-carbon economy angered the green movement. 

The APD is presently levied at £10 on an economy-class flight to European destinations and £40 for long-haul flights.

The chancellor has introduced four new bands with a starting level of £11 on tickets for destinations within 2,000 miles of London; £45 for flights of up to 4,000 miles; £50 for 4,000-6,000 miles and £55 for flights over 6,000. The changes do not come into effect until next November. 

The duty will rise again the following year so by 2010-11, the tax on the lowest band will be £12; band B will be £60; a band C flight to Bangkok or Johannesburg will be £75, and the top band will be £85. 

"I have decided to reform APD into a four-band system ensuring that those who travel further and have a larger environmental impact meet that cost," Darling explained.

His decision to drop a previously proposed airline duty worried airlines but delighted the Airport Operators Association, which said it had "won the battle". The World Development Movement argued that the end of a possible airline duty was "bad news for the UK taxpayer, the environment and the world's poor".

The government did give a significant boost to the wind power industry by extending the Renewables Obligation (RO) of financial support until 2037. 

Darling also brought forward what he said was more than £500m worth of spending to be used on insulating homes and other energy-efficiency initiatives.

But there was no wider green New Deal, whereby large amounts of public money would be poured into creating a low-carbon future, as had been called for by environmentalists. 

The chancellor said the RO, which legally requires electricity suppliers in Britain to source a growing percentage of their power from green sources, would run for a further 10 years to 2037. This would ensure "investors can plan with confidence for the future", he said.

The British Wind Energy Association said it was "really encouraging" and would stimulate those companies looking at plans to build expensive projects far out in the North Sea. "Under the old regime, many companies were worried that the current RO was going to run out half way through their schemes," said a spokesman.

Darling also said that £535m of capital spending to promote government environmental objectives would be brought forward to sustain 350,000 jobs in the low-carbon sector. About £100m of new money would be spent on helping 60,000 low-income homes cut their energy bills through insulation. 

Despite these measures, John Sauven, Greenpeace executive director, said he was disappointed. "This was an historic opportunity to invest billions in a low-carbon, high-technology future but the chancellor blew it. We can only hope that by the time he formulates the budget itself, he will have grasped the potential of hi-tech climate solutions to get us out of this recession.

"Once again the aviation industry has been given a free pass at a time when its contribution to climate change is rising." 

The government also highlighted expected changes to the North Sea tax regime that are likely to please the oil and gas industry, which feared a windfall tax.
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General Environment News
Afrique de L’est : La Pollution Tue Les Ecosystèmes Côtiers En Afrique De L'est, Selon Un Expert

PANA (Nairobi) : La pollution côtière en Tanzanie pose des problèmes comme la diminution des récifs coraliens qui servent d'habitat et de source de nourriture aux poissons, principale ressource pour les nombreuses communautés de pêcheurs. Un chercheur et défenseur de l'environnement, le Dr. Salim Mohammed, a cité les principales sources de pollution comme étant les tuyaux d'écoulement des eaux usées des raffineries de pétrole, la pollution sonore des bateaux à moteur, la pollution thermique des industries et même les eaux usées des usines de traitement et les bouches d'évacuation des usines. 
En s'exprimant dans le cadre d'un séminaire de formation de deux semaines organisé à Zanzibar à l'intention des journalistes spécialistes de l'environnement des pays d'Afrique de l'Est, le chercheur a déclaré que le problème de la pollution était si grave qu'il avait causé beaucoup de décès de personnes, particulièrement durant la saison des pluies de mars à mai et les courtes pluies d'octobre à décembre, quand une quantité importante d'effluents se déversent dans les fleuves qui servent à approvisionner les populations en eau potable et dans l'Océan Indien.

Le Dr Salim a déclaré que l'excès d'engrais, d'herbicides et d'insecticides utilisés dans les champs et les quartiers résidentiels polluaient également l'environnement, et que ce n'était plus qu'une question de temps avant que les graves effets de la pollution se fassent sentir sur beaucoup de gens. Il a également averti qu'à moins que des mesures urgentes soient prises, de nombreux enfants allaient naître avec des difformités comme conséquence d'un empoisonnement par les polluants industriels et autres.
Le chercheur a indiqué que l'huile, la graisse et les produits chimiques toxiques des eaux de ruissellement urbaines et les sédiments de la production énergétique des sites de construction mal dirigés et l'acide s'écoulant des mines abandonnées aggravaient une situation déjà terrible, tandis que les bactéries des fosses septiques défectueuses libéraient également des éléments pathogènes dans les points d'eau, ce qui provoque des maladies véhiculées par l'eau chez l'homme ou l'animal.

Certaines des complications sont le choléra et la diarrhée responsable du décès de plusieurs personnes à Dar es Salaam et Zanzibar, a-t-il indiqué. Le chercheur a expliqué que des composés organiques volatiles comme les solvants industriels provenant d'un stockage inadéquat des hydrocarbures comme l'essence, le gasoil, le carburant d'aviation et les lubrifiants utilisés dans l'industrie automobile ont été trouvés dans de nombreux points d'eau. En plus d'affecter les hommes, la pollution des océans détruit la faune et la flore marine car des polluants de l'eau inorganiques comme des métaux lourds - comme les effluents des mines d'acide- ont été trouvés dans l'eau.

Le Dr Salim a déclaré à des journalistes -du Kenya, de la Tanzanie, de Zanzibar et des Seychelles- que la situation était si grave que certaines des conséquences pourraient être des anomalies congénitales, des lésions cérébrales et l'affaiblissement du système immunitaire chez l'homme. Il a indiqué qu'une étude de cas se concentrant sur Dar es Salaam et Zanzibar montre que de nombreuses personnes sont menacées par la pollution. Dar es Salaam, avec une population estimée à 2,5 millions d'habitants qui représente 25 pour cent de la population urbaine tanzanienne avec un taux de croissance moyen d'environ 08 pour cent par an, abrite environ 80 pour cent des industries du pays.

Les industries, situées dans la zone de l'industrie légère de Mikocheni, la zone industrielle de Mandela express, la zone industrielle de Nyerere Road, la zone industrielle de Changombe et Mbezi le long de la route Ali Hassan Mwinyi, déversent des effluents non traités directement ou par le drainage des eaux de pluie, les bras de mer et cours d'eau ou le drainage des estuaires dans l'Océan Indien. L'étude de cas a également montré que l'ancien réseau d'égout de Dar es Salaam qui couvre une zone de 130 km s'est dégradé au fil des ans en raison de l'explosion démographique et de la pression sur les infrastructures. Une deuxième étude de cas à Zanzibar a montré un problème similaire.

Selon le chercheur, le principal problème de Zanzibar est la pollution par les déchets municipaux qui proviennent des hôtels, des garages et les autres déchets qui se répandent dans le réseau d'égout qui se déverse dans l'Océan Indien. Le Dr Salim, qui a effectué cette étude, a déclaré que l'île ne disposait pas de structures de traitement et a averti que la pollution croissante menaçait les écosystèmes côtiers comme les récifs coralliens et la flore et la faune qu'ils contiennent. Il a suggéré un programme de gestion de la pollution intégré (IPM), avec de forts liens avec le programme national de gestion intégré (ICM), pour faire face aux problèmes de la pollution.

Le chercheur a indiqué que les responsables des politiques de planification devaient encourager l'utilisation et la mise en œuvre des rapports d'évaluation de l'impact sur l'environnement (EIA) pour tous les projets côtiers afin de réduire les conséquences néfastes. Parmi les solutions qu'il a proposé, figure l'encouragement d'un partenariat public-privé pour lutter contre le problème de la pollution, par la mise en place de mesures incitatives pour l'investissement dans le traitement des déchets. Il a également suggéré que Zanzibar et Dar es Salaam mettent en place un programme conventionnel de collecte et de traitement des eaux usées, encouragent l'utilisation des fosses de drainage et les fosses de latrine traditionnelles ainsi que le traitement des eaux d'égout avant qu'elles ne soient déversées des diverses installations industrielles.

Sénégal : Les Aires Marines Protégées Du Sénégal Menacées

PANA (Dakar) : Depuis 2004, date de leur création, excepté l’Aire marine protégée (AMP) du Bamboung, dans la région de Fatick (Centre), les autres AMP du Sénégal, en l’occurrence celles de Saint- Louis (Nord), Cayar (Est), Joal-Fadiouth (Ouest) et Abéné (Sud) connaissent à nos jours d’énormes difficultés, indique un communiqué du WWF, rendu public ce lundi soir à Dakar. Selon le document, malgré l’affectation de personnel des parcs nationaux sur le terrain et la création d’organes de gestion représentatifs des communautés, des problèmes de fonctionnement perdurent au niveau de ces AMP. Le WWF exhorte à ce titre le gouvernement du Sénégal à accorder plus d’attention aux aires marines protégées et à s’engager davantage pour leur bon fonctionnement.

Plus de la moitié des ressources halieutiques de haute valeur commerciale du Sénégal ont été perdues ces trente dernières années, a fait savoir le Dr Mamadou Diallo, responsable du programme Espèces et Habitats du WWF. La faiblesse du budget de fonctionnement annuel des AMP, les affectations fréquentes des agents des parcs en poste au niveau des AMP, l’ambigüité de la tutelle des AMP, qui crée des problèmes entre les différents ministères concernés, le non balisage des AMP, sont entre autres facteurs qui empêchent la bonne gestion des AMP, selon le communiqué.

Kenya : Un Chercheur Kenyan Plaide Pour La Restauration De La Mangrove

PANA (Nairobi) : La région occidentale de l'Océan Indien s'est lancée dans un programme de reboisement des forêts de mangrove après de longues années de destruction pour des raisons économiques, a déclaré un chercheur de l'Institut kenyan de recherche maritime et halieutique, le Dr James Kairo. Il a déclaré qu'en raison de leur importance, l'humanité devait trouver un moyen de réhabiliter ces forêts pour la postérité. S'adressant à la presse au cours d'un forum organisé récemment à Zanzibar qu'il existait actuellement des programmes de replantation des forêts de mangrove dans le cadre des programmes de reboisement. 
Le Dr Kairo a déclaré que les zones déjà replantées étaient celles de Gazi Bay, de Mida, Ngomeni, Kiunga au Kenya, de Tanga en Tanzanie, de Lumbu et Icotami au Mozambique. Il a averti que si l'on ne replantait pas les forêts de mangrove, les répercussions seraient graves, particulièrement pour les communautés côtières, étant donné les prévisions de hausse des niveaux de la mer.

Le Dr Kairo a souligné que la mangrove était connue pour sa contribution directe à la subsistance des populations rurales qui en tirent des poteaux de construction, du bois de combustion et 70 pour cent des besoins en bois le long de la côte kenyane tout en abritant plusieurs espèces de poissons. Il a ajouté que la mangrove était aussi connue pour sa valeur écologique et son rôle de protection de la bande côtière de l'érosion. 
Le chercheur a déclaré que le tsunami qui s'était abattu sur les côtes de l'Indonésie en 2004 avait été ressenti en Afrique de l'Est où au moins une personne aurait trouvé la mort comme conséquence des fortes vagues ayant frappé ses côtes. Il a indiqué que ces hautes vagues auraient pu être évités s'il y avait des forêts de mangrove pour réduire l'intensité des vagues avant qu'elles ne touchent terre. En plus de ce décès, il a indiqué que le tsunami avait aggravé la dégradation des écosystèmes côtiers, particulièrement de la mangrove et des récifs coralliens, entraînant une perte de biomasse.

Le Dr Kairo a ajouté que l'absence de plans de gestion et la dégradation des forêts de mangrove ont entraîné une destruction de l'empreinte écologique et l'apparition de l'aquaculture qui a un effet négatif sur l'écosystème. Il a déclaré que la réhabilitation de la mangrove entraînait une augmentation rapide de sa productivité et une amélioration de l'habitat autour des zones reboisées initialement dégradées et était une source d'opportunités, surtout pour les jeunes chômeurs.
En citant les autres avantages de la réhabilitation de la mangrove, le Dr Kairo a déclaré qu'il lui permettait de jouer le rôle de tampon naturel pour la protection des zones côtières des vagues énormes et des marées montantes, des tempêtes de mousson et de l'érosion naturelle puisque les arbres ont une capacité importante de stockage du carbone qui aide à préserver l'équilibre de la quantité de dioxyde de carbone dans l'environnement. "Les mangroves fonctionnent comme des usines de carbone en absorbant le dioxyde de carbone de l'atmosphère par la photosynthèse et en le transformant en matière organique", a-t-il expliqué.

Angola: Environment Preservation as Priority for Living Standards

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): Angolan minister of Environment, Fátima Jardim, on Friday in Luanda said that the preservation of the environment is starting to play a more active role in the country's living standard. According to the minister, who was speaking at the opening of the workshop on "Impact and consequences of a leaks", waste management, environmental sanitation, preservation of natural resources and awareness have been helping the prevention to improve living in Angola. Fátima Jardim said the Ministry of Environment and its services are committed to articulating more and more objectives, towards a unitary action of integrated policies in the environmental sphere.

The minister recalled that this is the first works after the creation of the Ministry of Environment, to discuss a topic that leads to a more and more collective and interactive responsibility on matters of environment. "This workshop constitutes a forum for discussions towards the creation of techniques that enable the government to consider the plan of convergence on leaks, namely oil ones, carry out concrete and adequate actions to settle critical situations and protect both the interests of the state and of the citizens," she said. 
In his turn, the deputy minister of Environment, Syanga Abílio, justified the existence of plans of contingency, as it is the case of the increase in oil activity at the Angolan sea. The workshop discussed such topics as plan of contingency against oil leaks, consequences to the environment and communities - the Cabinda case, planning and management of emergency techniques of control and combat of leaks. http://allafrica.com/stories/200811240067.html
Cameroon: WWF Advocates Judicious Distribution of Forest Revenue

The Post (Buea): Officials of the World Wide Fund for Nature, WWF, Cameroon, say ensuring the judicious distribution of forest revenue to the local communities is an effective way of committing them to the sustainable exploitation of forest resources. Speaking at a workshop on the Research Centre for Sustainable Development in Africa organised in Yaoundé recently, a WWF Senior Official, Bertin Tchikangwa, said the sustainable exploitation of the forest can only be a reality if the local communities are given their full share of forest revenue.

Although the Minister of the Economy and Finance and that of Territorial Administration signed a joint order, 10 years ago, defining the distribution of forest revenue to various stakeholders, its implementation has remained a problem. According to the joint Ministerial Order, forest revenue should be distributed to the various stakeholders as follows: the state-50 percent, the local councils-40 percent and the local communities 10 percent. But conservationists and local NGOs hold that local communities have not benefited from forest revenue. http://allafrica.com/stories/200811241199.html
Nigeria: Communities Accuse Mobil of Poisoning Marine Products

Daily Independent (Lagos): Several villages and communities on the Atlantic Ocean coastlines where Mobil Producing Nigeria (MPN) Unlimited operates have jointly accused the oil giant of poisoning marine products from the surrounding waters. Daily Independent's investigation into the complaint of the communities discovered that since MPN, a subsidiary of ExxonMobil started operations in the surrounding ocean and body of waters, marine products became poisonous and life expectancy reduced greatly. 
One of the traditional rulers in the Iwuo-Okpom area of Ibeno, Dr. Effiong Archianga - a fisherman and royal father, said: "The oil spill of February this year, like the other ones, have left the people with less to expect from Mobil and the government. Fishes, crayfish, shrimp and other marine products caught in the course of fishing expeditions have been at great loss, in terms of cost benefit analysis and quality. http://allafrica.com/stories/200811241393.html
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UNEP or UN in the news
· Rising brown clouds blotting sun out – Deccan Herald
· UN Efforts to Save Ozone Layer - Scoop
· Haze Over Chennai, B'lore Too – Times of India
· 'Brown clouds' stir Asian conspiracy storm - Asia Times Online
· Silver lining to Mumbai's cloud – Times of India
· Green Globe and Sustainable Travel International Partner to Deliver Co-Branded .. - Australia.TO
· World’s first carbon neutral airline joins Climate Neutral Network – e-Travel Blackboard
· Nature Air, World's First Carbon Neutral Airline Joins UNEP's Climate Initiative - AZoCleantech
· Unesco experts to assess hotels plan - New Straits Times



General environment news
· Reef Fish hit by Double Trouble – Power Boat World
· Trees for kids: Indonesia's way of beating global warming – Reuters 
· Southern Ocean remains major CO2 sink – Daily Times
· S Korea builds city from sea at wetland's expense - ABC Online
· Regional Organic Taskforce meets to plan way forward - LRD
UNEP or UN in the news

Rising brown clouds blotting sun out 

Andrew Jacobs cites a UN report about a dramatic reduction in sunlight in several Chinese cities and poor crop yields in rural India, thanks to a combination of carbon dust, smog and toxic chemicals. 

A noxious cocktail of soot, smog and toxic chemicals is blotting out the sun, fouling the lungs of millions of people and altering weather patterns in large parts of Asia, according to a report released by the United Nations recently.

The byproduct of automobiles, slash-and-burn agriculture, wood-burning kitchen stoves and coal-fired power plants, these plumes of carbon dust rise over southern Africa, the Amazon basin and North America. But they are most pronounced in Asia, where the so-called atmospheric brown clouds are dramatically reducing sunlight in many Chinese cities and leading to decreased crop yields in swaths of rural India, say a team of more than a dozen scientists who have been studying the problem since 2002.

Combined with mounting evidence that greenhouse gases are leading to a rise in global temperatures, the report's authors called on governments both rich and poor to address the problem of carbon emissions.

“The imperative to act has never been clearer,” said Achim Steiner, executive director of the U N Environment Programme in Beijing, where the report, titled ‘Atmospheric Brown Clouds: Regional Assessment Report With Focus on Asia,’ was released.

The brownish haze, sometimes more than a mile thick and clearly visible from airplanes, stretches from the Arabian Peninsula to the Yellow Sea. During the spring, it sweeps past North and South Korea and Japan. Sometimes the cloud drifts as far east as California.  The report identified 13 cities as brown-cloud hotspots, among them Bangkok, Thailand, Cairo, Egypt, New Delhi, Seoul, South Korea, and Tehran, Iran. 

In some Chinese cities, the smog has reduced sunlight by as much as 20 percent since the 1970s, it said. Rain can cleanse the skies, but some of the black grime that falls to the earth ends up on the surface of the Himalayan glaciers that are the source of water for billions of people in China, India and Pakistan. As a result, the glaciers that feed into the Yangtze, Ganges, Indus and Yellow rivers are absorbing more sunlight and melting more rapidly, researchers say.

According to the Chinese Academy of Sciences, these glaciers have shrunk by five per cent since the 1950s and, at the current rate of retreat, could shrink by another 75 per cent by 2050.

“We used to think of this brown cloud as a regional problem, but now we realise its impact is much greater,” said Prof. Veerabhadran Ramanathan, who led the U N scientific panel. 

“When we see the smog one day and not the next, it just means it’s blown somewhere else.” 

Although their overall impact is not entirely understood, Ramanathan, a professor of climate and ocean sciences at the University of California, San Diego, said the clouds might be affecting rainfall in parts of India and Southeast Asia, where monsoon rainfall has been decreasing in recent decades, and central China, where devastating floods have become more frequent.

He said some studies suggest that the plumes of soot that blot out the sun have led to a five per cent decline in the growth rate of rice harvests across Asia since the 1960s.

For those who breathe the toxic mix, the impact can be deadly. Henning Rodhe, a professor of chemical meteorology at Stockholm University, estimates that 340,000 people in China and India die each year from cardiovascular and respiratory diseases that can be traced to the emissions from coal-burning factories, diesel trucks and kitchen stoves fueled by twigs.

“The impacts on health alone is a reason to reduce these brown clouds,” he said, adding that in China, about 3.6 per cent of the nation’s annual gross domestic product, or $82 billion, is lost to the health effects of pollution.

The scientists who worked on the report said the blanket of haze hovering over Asia and other parts of the world might be mitigating the worst effects of greenhouse gases by absorbing solar heat or reflecting it away from the earth. 

Greenhouse gases, by contrast, tend to trap the warmth of the sun and lead to a rise in ocean temperatures. Steiner, the head of the U N environment programme said the findings complicated the global-warming narrative. 

The brown clouds mask the impact of the greenhouse gases, he said: Without the blocking effect of the smog, he said, climate change would be far worse. “All of this points to an even greater and urgent need to take on emissions across the planet,” he said.

http://www.deccanherald.com/Content/Nov252008/environmet20081124102548.asp
…………………………………………………….

UN Efforts to Save Ozone Layer

Tuesday, 25 November 2008, 10:13 am

Press Release: United Nations  

Nations Seek Closer Ties Between UN Efforts to Save Ozone Layer and Fight Climate Change

24 November 2008 – The United Nations should twin its efforts to combat ozone depletion and climate change to reap the greatest economic and environmental benefits, governments concluded at a recent global gathering.

The call for greater cooperation between UN treaties on ozone and global warming was issued last week at the end of a meeting in Doha, Qatar, of the 150 governments which are party to the Montreal Protocol and the Vienna Convention, both of which seek to protect the ozone layer. 

Participants asked the Executive Secretary of the Montreal Protocol to pursue closer ties with the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and explore how best to slash the release of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), one of the six greenhouse gases controlled under UNFCCC’s Kyoto Protocol.

They also suggested that phasing out hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) – which are highly damaging to the ozone layer – will be mutually beneficial in addressing both the ozone layer and climate change.

HCFCs were originally introduced to replace more ozone-damaging substances in products such as refrigerators and air-conditioners, but they themselves are now scheduled to be replaced by new chemicals which governments have said they hope are both ozone and climate-friendly.

“In a world of scarce financial resources, maximizing the impacts of the various multilateral environmental agreements is paramount,” said Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

At the Doha gathering, attendees also discussed the best means to destroy harmful substances stored in old equipment, as well as funding to help developing countries to eliminate ozone-damaging chemicals.

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0811/S00409.htm
…………………………………………….

Haze Over Chennai, B'lore Too

25 Nov 2008, 0228 hrs IST, Hemali Chhapia, TNN  

MUMBAI: While a recent United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) report identified Mumbai, Delhi and Kolkata as being among 13 Atmospheric Brown  

Cloud (ABC) hotspots in the Asian region, other studies indicate that more cities in India could also be plagued by the growing ABC menace. 

A May 2007 study published in the US-based Journal of Geophysical Research indicates that Chennai and Bangalore also fulfil one of the two main criteria for being ABC hotspots. 

The UNEP report defines ABC hotspots as regions where the annual mean anthropogenic Aerosol Optical Depth (AOD) exceeds 0.3 and where carbon particles make up at least 10% of the clouds. Aerosols are any solid or liquid suspended in the air, and they include soot, sulphates, nitrates, fly ash and so on. 

A paper-by S Ramachandran, of the Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad, and R Cherian-which was published in the geophysical research journal points to an increasing number of aerosols hanging over Indian cities, with Kolkata having the highest count in 2005 with a 0.59 AOD count. Delhi was next with 0.57, followed by Chennai (0.47), Mumbai (0.41) and Bangalore (0.32). AOD measures the column of pollutants from the ground to the top of the atmosphere. 

Ramachandran's paper cites a study done in 2002 by Chandra Venkataraman, professor from the department of chemical engineering, Indian Institute of Technology-Bombay, and M Shekar Reddy, of the Laboratoire d'Optique Atmospherique, France. Venkataraman's study, titled `Inventory of aerosol and sulphur dioxide emissions from India', observes, "Coal combustion in thermal power plants and fossil fuels used in the transportation and industrial sectors were found to contribute most of the aerosol pollutant emissions over India.'' 

While Ramachandran's paper gives no data for the concentration of carbon particles in Indian ABCs, Venkatraman's paper points out that the highest black carbon (BC) emissions in four Indian metros-Chennai, Kolkata, Mumbai and Delhi-came from diesel combustion in the transport sector. 

Venkatraman's study adds that the highest aerosol emissions of sulphur dioxide from fossil fuels (more than 5,000kg per square kilometre) were observed in the states of Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat and West Bengal, due to power plants and large point sources in these states. 

An alarming fact emerging from pollution research is that the particles causing the brown clouds are getting smaller, making them easier to be breathed in and cause lung-related ailments (see `A finer mess'). 

BARC scientist B K Sapra said, "Larger particles tend to stick inside the nose's bend and are automatically sneezed out. But finer particles travel into our system with the same velocity as the air we breathe and get lodged in our lungs.''  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Mumbai/Haze_Over_Chennai_Blore_Too/articleshow/3752933.cms 

...................................................................

'Brown clouds' stir Asian conspiracy storm

By Raja Murthy 

MUMBAI - A controversial United Nations report claiming "atmospheric brown clouds" generated by Asia are harming the world's climate, agriculture and health has created a storm of controversy in India, which has slammed it as part of Western pressure on Asia's efforts to counter global warming. 

The brown cloud was more pointedly called the "Asian brown cloud" in an earlier United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) report in 2002, before protests from India and China led it to be changed to the politically-correct "atmospheric brown cloud". 

The updated version of the 2002 UN report, released on November 13, says three kilometer-thick brown clouds of soot, particles and toxic cancer-causing chemicals, primarily hovering over the Persian Gulf and Asia, are the latest major threat to global health, food supplies and the environment. 

"I expect the atmospheric brown cloud to be now firmly on the international community's radar as a result of the report, " declared Achim Steiner, under-secretary general and executive director of the UNEP. 

Steiner can revise his expectations, as so far the report has only raised controversy. India's scientific community have said the atmospheric brown clouds over Asia are a seasonal, temporary phenomena which may look bad, but have none of the catastrophic implications mentioned in the UN report. 

The Indian government has also unceremoniously trashed the UN report, pointing fingers at UNEP's credibility, with India's Science and Technology minister Kapil Sibal describing the latest brown cloud report as "propaganda," according to a Press Trust of India news agency article from November 21. 

Sibal said India's scientists have examined the issue and have dismissed the report's claims that burning of fossil fuels in Asia has caused the brown haze. He pointed out that India's per capita greenhouse gas emissions are 1.2 tonnes compared to 23 tonnes in the US and 10 tonnes in European countries. 

Sibal, also one of India's senior lawyers, said, "For anybody who says India and China are responsible for this, I can only say, we certainly are not." 

The Indian government even attributed motives to the UN report. "It is a way of getting at India and China," an unnamed environment ministry official was quoted as saying in the Times of India, India's largest-circulated English daily. 

"We say that the developed world is primarily responsible for global warming, so the West has latched on to the brown cloud formation to target us on traditional fuels. But these fuels are not the only reason why brown clouds are formed," the official said. 

Both the 2002 and new report claim the main sources of the cloud's pollutants came from wood burning and fossil fuels in East Asia, and that the its tiny particles have increased the solar heating of the lower atmosphere by about 50%. 

"The atmospheric brown cloud needs more study before we can draw conclusions on its impact," cautioned T S Panwar, director of Energy and Environment Policy at the New Delhi-based Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). 

The TERI chief executive, Rajendra Pachauri, leads the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change that won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007, along with former US vice president Al Gore. 

Panwar, an environmental scientist specializing in air pollution, told Asia Times Online that the atmospheric brown cloud is a normal winter phenomenon following the monsoon, when pollution particles collect in the middle atmosphere before vanishing. 

"As the UN report mentions, it is important to note that such atmospheric brown clouds exist outside of Asia too, in Africa and the American continent," he said. 

Panwar said the data collated in the UNEP report, which was funded by the US, does not sufficiently support the alarming conclusions being drawn from it. 

The new report is part of US-led Western pressure on India and China to accept more responsibility for global warming and restrict greenhouse gas-emitting industries, say Indian officials. Asia's economic powerhouses, in turn, blame Western nations for being guiltier of poor global warming practices and refusing to put the brakes on industrial development. 

Kapil Sibal said the UNEP report was part of pressure being exerted on Asian nations ahead of the United Nations Climate Change Conference to be held in Copenhagen, Denmark, in the winter of 2009. The conference plans a new climate change agreement to succeed the Kyoto Protocol signed in the Japanese city in December 1997. 

Professor Veerabhadran Ramanathan, head of the UNEP scientific panel that produced the report, attempted to reassure Asia Times Online of its non-partisan nature. "The report has authors from many Asian countries [including India, China, Korea, Japan, among others] and was reviewed by experts from China, India and other parts of the world," said Ramanathan. 

But, like its predecessor in 2002 on the "Asian" brown cloud, the new report has unimpressed other Indian scientists. J Srinivasan and Sulochana Gadgil, faculty members at the Bangalore-based Centre for Atmospheric and Ocean Science at the Indian Institute of Science, both criticized the earlier report, saying its conclusions did not support the data. 

Professor Gadgil said similar criticism could be aimed at the new UN report. 

When Asia Times Online asked Ramanathan about the major differences between his latest report and the more controversial precessed, which is also credited to him, he said, "There are no major differences in the findings". 

He did say that on the regional climate side, this report has more concrete numbers. "It highlights the Himalayan glacier retreat, which was not included in the earlier one, and has new findings on the agricultural and health impacts," he said. 

The earlier report inspired sensationalist headlines such as: "'Asian brown cloud' casts shadow on US weather" (Chicago Tribune May 7, 2004); "'Asian Brown Cloud' menaces the world" (International Herald Tribune August 13, 2002) and "Asia's killer pollution cloud may be heading for Europe" (Evening Standard, London, August 12, 2002). 

At best, the 2008 report could be accepted as a general call to clean up the planet. Still, the UNEP has to exercise more caution before pronouncing global doom - and placing extra blame for it on Asia. If it fails to do so, the global body risks being dismissed as a peddler of hidden agendas. 

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/JK25Df01.html 

............................................................

Silver lining to Mumbai's cloud

25 Nov 2008, 0236 hrs IST, Hemali Chhapia, TNN 

MUMBAI: Mumbaikars can take some solace after the United Nations Environment Programme identified the city as being among 13 Atmospheric Brown Cloud  

(ABC) hotspots in the Asian region. Separate research shows that among India's top five metros__Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai and Bangalore__the city had the fourth-worst aerosol count in 2005 (see `Rising haze'). 

Achuthan Jayaraman, a lead author of the UNEP report and head of the India-based National Atmospheric Research Laboratory, said that Mumbai's aerosol levels may have remained more or less constant from 2001 to 2005 because it is a coastal city. 

A May 2007 study by S Ramachandran, of the Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad, and R Cherian shows that Mumbai had a 0.4 Aerosol Optical Depth (AOD) in 2001. This rose to 0.44 in 2003, but fell again to 0.41 in 2005. 

Coastal cities like Mumbai and Chennai have an advantage, said Jayaraman. He explained that Mumbai and Chennai may spew pollutants into the air, but this gets transported by breeze towards the ocean each day. "Mumbai, one can say, is better off that a landlocked city like Delhi,'' he added. 

Breeze can carry some pollutants to sea, where they settle on waters, never to rise again. However, "No matter which way the winds blow in Delhi, pollutants are likely to become again suspended in the air. Hence Delhi often complains of fog or fog-like conditions,'' Jayaraman pointed out. 

Delhi had a higher AOD, 0.57 in 2005. It had risen to an alarming high of 0.64 AOD in 2004. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Mumbai/Silver_lining_to_Mumbais_cloud/articleshow/3752957.cms 

......................................................................

Green Globe and Sustainable Travel International Partner to Deliver Co-Branded Sustainability and Carbon Neutrality Products  

Green Globe International, Inc., the worldwide owner of the Green Globe brand, today announced an agreement with Sustainable Travel International (STI), under which Green Globe International and STI will partner to deliver co-branded products and services to the global travel and tourism industry. 

Green Globe's standards for sustainable tourism practice are currently used across nearly 50 countries by both tourism businesses and communities. 

Sustainable Travel International, a global leader in sustainable tourism development, is the developer and owner of the intellectual property rights for a variety of market-tested sustainable tourism development services including Sustainable Tourism Eco-certification Programâ„¢ ("STEP"), a voluntary, third party certification initiative, Green.travel, an on-line responsible travel portal, Traveler's Giving Backâ„¢, a philanthropic initiative, and TravelGreen, a voluntary carbon offset initiative. 

Green Globe International offers comprehensive sustainability and carbon neutrality programs under its internationally recognized Green Globe brand, including Benchmarking and Certification, consulting, communications, and carbon neutrality programs. Under the license agreement with Sustainable Travel International, Green Globe International will license certain STI properties for use as part of Green Globe programs. STI may also partner with Green Globe International to license the Green Globe brand for its program participants. 

Included in the products expected to be delivered as a result of the agreement is a Green Globe branded carbon offset tool for travelers. 

"Sustainable Travel International is an extremely well-respected organization in the field of sustainable tourism development, and we are pleased to add them as another strategic partner to assist in our efforts to bring new Green Globe branded products to the global travel and tourism industry," stated Steven R. Peacock, CEO and managing director of Green Globe International. "STI has developed cutting-edge sustainability and carbon neutrality products and services, and we look forward to working with STI to deliver their products as part of the Green Globe program." 

"This relationship will afford us the opportunity to expand our reach by including a new set of products in the Green Globe catalogue," Mr. Peacock added. 

Sustainable Travel International is dedicated to promoting sustainable development and responsible travel by providing programs that enable consumers, businesses and travel-related organizations to contribute to the environmental, socio-cultural and economic values of the places they visit, and the planet at large. For more information on STI, please visit www.sustainabletravelinternational.org. 

Brian Mullis, President of Sustainable Travel International, commented, "We are extremely pleased be working with Green Globe and taking a more collaborative approach to global sustainable tourism development. This arrangement combines Sustainable Travel International programmatic strengths with Green Globe's broad reach within the travel and tourism industry, particularly at a destination level, a combination that has all potential for success." 

The Green Globe brand and program, which traces its roots back to the United Nations Rio de Janeiro Earth Summit in 1992, where 182 Heads of State endorsed the Agenda 21 principles of Sustainable Development, has primarily been used in the travel and tourism industry but is now being expanded to include a growing number of environmentally responsible businesses in a variety of market sectors. The Green Globe brand is an ideal symbol for the world's increasing awareness of environmental responsibility and response to global climate change. 

Green Globe International, an affiliate member of the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), has endorsed the efforts of the United Nations Foundation, Rainforest Alliance, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the UNWTO in launching the Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria (GSTC). 

To receive updates or information on Green Globe International and the Green Globe program, please visit www.greenglobeint.com. 

About Sustainable Travel International (STI) 

Sustainable Travel International is a U.S.-based 501(c)(3) non-profit non-profit organization dedicated to providing education and outreach services that help travelers, travel providers and related organizations support environmental conservation and protect cultural heritage while promoting cross-cultural understanding and economic development. STI introduced carbon offsetting and custom carbon calculators into the North American travel and tourism industry. For more information on STI, please visit www.sustainabletravelinternational.org. 

About Green Globe International, Inc. 

Green Globe International, Inc. is the majority owner of Green Globe, Ltd., a British company that owns the Green Globe brand, the premier international brand for sustainable travel, tourism and related green businesses. Green Globe's worldwide network extends across nearly 50 countries. Green Globe International has been admitted as an affiliate member of the United Nations World Tourism Organization. The World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC), the business leaders' forum for the travel and tourism industry, is a 5% common stock owner of Green Globe International. For more information on Green Globe International, please visit www.greenglobeint.com. 

Safe Harbor Statement 

This release contains forward-looking statements with respect to the results of operations and business of Green Globe International, Inc., which involves risks and uncertainties. The Company's actual future results could materially differ from those discussed. The Company intends that such statements about the Company's future expectations, including future revenues and earnings, and all other forward-looking statements be subject to the "Safe Harbors" provision of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995.  

http://www.australia.to/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1236:green-globe-and-sustainable-travel-international-partner-to-deliver-co-branded-sustainability-and-carbon-neutrality-products&catid=71:world-news&Itemid=30 

……………………………………………….

World’s first carbon neutral airline joins Climate Neutral Network

Tuesday, 25 November 2008

Climate Neutral Network (CN Net) has welcomed its first airline member NatureAir, the world’s first carbon neutral airline.

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) introduced the CN Net to encourage low-carbon economies and societies through global sustainable practices – it currently consists of members who have set the highest greenhouse gas reduction goals in the world. 

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary-General and UNEP Executive Director welcomed NatureAir and pointed out that each year the amount of greenhouse gases the airline industry contributes is “nearly as much as the entire African continent”.

NatureAir Founder and CEO Alex E. Khajavi attributed the company’s success to its “commitment to environmental and social responsibility, its safety record and its reliability with a region leading 93 percent on-time-performance record for over four years”.

In the past three years, NatureAir has reduced aircraft weight, improved flight planning and used a twin-engine fleet, as a result improving overall fuel efficiency - the company’s subsidiary fuel company has even converted the entire ground fleet to biofuels. 

The Costa Rica-based carrier operates daily in 17 destinations across Costa Rica and Panama, with over 60 percent of its passengers landing within 10 kilometres from ecotourism destinations. 

The year 2021 will see Costa Rica celebrate its 200 years of independence by which time it aims to be climate neutral.

http://www.etravelblackboard.com/showarticle.asp?id=85176&nav=2 

………………………………………………

Nature Air, World's First Carbon Neutral Airline Joins UNEP's Climate Initiative

NatureAir, the world's first carbon neutral airline, has joined the Climate Neutral Network (CN Net), an initiative led by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to promote global action towards low-carbon economies and societies. 

The company has become the first in the airline industry to sign up to the CN Net whose participants - countries, cities, major international companies, UN agencies and leading NGOs - have set the most ambitious greenhouse gas reduction targets in the world.

"With the airline industry contributing an estimated three percent of global greenhouse gas emissions - nearly as much as the entire African continent, it is vital that solutions to the climate change challenge come from within the industry itself. I welcome NatureAir to the Climate Neutral Network as a trailblazer on the path to zero emissions air travel," said UN Under-Secretary-General and UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

NatureAir was founded on the principle that an airline can be fun, reliable and make a positive impact on the destinations it serves. Based in Costa Rica, NatureAir operates in 17 destinations throughout Costa Rica and Panama. Everyday, it brings more than 60 percent of its passengers within 10 kilometers from national parks or other ecotourism destinations.

Since 2001 the airline has been experiencing an average 20 percent growth rate per year, becoming one of the fastest growing regional airlines in Central America. In 2002 NatueAir flew 40,879 passengers. From January- September 2008 the airline has transported 140,000 passengers.

"The success of the company's performance can be attributed to numerous factors, including its commitment to environmental and social responsibility, its safety record and its reliability with a region leading 93 percent on-time-performance record for over four years," said NatureAir Founder and CEO Alex E. Khajavi.

It was in 2004 that Mr. Khajavi and his team made a pledge to offset all of NatureAir's carbon emissions through the protection of tropical forests in southern Costa Rica. This is made possible by the purchase of carbon credits from the government's pioneering payment for environmental services scheme.

Costa Rica itself aims to be climate neutral by 2021 when it celebrates 200 years of independence and was among the first four countries to join the CN Net.

NatureAir has improved fuel efficiency in its flight operations by seven percent in the last three years through the use of twin-engine fleet, crew training, reducing aircraft weight, and improved flight planning.

Furthermore, NatureAir's subsidiary fuel company has successfully converted the airline's ground fleet to biofuels and is working with Costa Rica government in becoming a biofuel station for third party companies.

"In an effort to reduce our carbon footprint, we have found that sharing our knowledge and lessons learned is the best way to assist other companies at improving their sustainability programmes. With the help of CN Net we can bridge the gap and encourage more aviation companies to turn carbon neutral," Mr. Khajavi said.

Based on a free-of-charge, interactive website, the CN Net provides a platform for its participants to present their strategies in climate neutrality to the world.

It offers easily searchable information on increased energy efficiency, reduced emissions and the use of clean and renewable energy - relevant to sectors as diverse as construction, tourism, agrifood, transport, and information and communication technologies.

http://www.azocleantech.com/Details.asp?newsID=3990
……………………………………………..

Unesco experts to assess hotels plan 

KUALA LUMPUR: Penang could lose its newly-acquired world heritage status because of a row over plans for four high-rise hotels. 

Hubert Gijzen, the regional chief of Unesco, the United Nation's cultural wing, who officially presented the listing to Penang and Malacca at the weekend, said the body would send experts to help resolve the controversy.

It is claimed that the hotels, all of which have been approved by state planning authorities, would be too tall under Unesco's rules for world heritage listing.

"I have spoken to the Malaysian minister of unity, culture and heritage and we agreed to set up a joint Unesco mission of experts who will sit with the local government and developers to work this out," he told AFP.

"The team will look at all angles and submit its findings and we will try to work it out. But if after several rounds we cannot reach an agreement then the island will risk losing its heritage status," he said.

"So I think this is the best way to resolve the situation and I am now waiting for the minister to write formally so that we can begin."

The Unesco official said the determining factor would be the exact location of the buildings.

"There is a matter of which zone these buildings are located in as the rules are very strict for the inner zone, less so for the immediate zone and there is some flexibility for the outer zone.

"If the development is outside the outer zone, it could be higher than 15 metres," he said.

In George Town, state tourism, culture, arts and heritage committee chairman Law Heng Kiang said the state would not compromise on the issue.

"We will make sure George Town continues to be listed as a Unesco World Heritage Site.

"We have always wanted this and we finally got it ... we are not going to lose it no matter what," he told the New Straits Times.

Law said he would discuss the matter with Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng as soon as the latter returns from China. Lim will be there until Thursday.

In another development, Gerakan questioned the state government's approval of a 23-storey condominium project just before the lsting.

State Gerakan chairman Datuk Dr Teng Hock Nan said the project by Tanjong Bintang Holdings could be the one to jeopardise George Town's heritage status.

"The previous state government had vehemently objected to the project three years ago and had asked the developer to scale down the project to eight storeys.

"But the present state government, in just two months after coming into power, approved the 23-storey condominium project, which is just a few plots away from the E & O Hotel," he said.

Dr Teng said E & O Hotel's expansion project had been approved in the early 1990s.

"As for the other two projects, namely the Rice Miller Boutique Hotel project and the Boustead Royale Bintang Hotel, both were 51.7m in height, which is the same as the neighbouring Bangunan Syed Putra," he said.

Dr Teng added that Unesco was made aware of these three projects when Professor David Lung from the World Heritage Committee came here to assess the city's heritage value.

"Lung was briefed on the three projects," he said, adding the listing was made with Unesco's full awareness of the three projects.

http://www.nst.com.my/Current_News/NST/Tuesday/National/2410903/Article/index_html
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General environment news

Reef Fish hit by Double Trouble

The world’s coral reef fish are caught in a double whammy of intensifying fishing pressure and spreading reef destruction, a team of leading international coral scientists has warned. 

In a new paper in the journal Global Change Biology the team from five international institutions warns of dangers to future fish populations from the combination of top-down fishing pressure and bottom-up habitat degradation. 

A major research programme carried out off Fiji’s Lau Islands has investigated the impacts on fish and corals as human and environmental forces interact and intensify in all the world’s tropical oceans. 

“On the one hand you have reefs being hit with events such as coral bleaching and Crown-of-Thorns starfish (COTS) attacks leading to a loss of the dominant Acropora corals. This mainly affects the smaller coral-dependent fish and small herbivores,”said Dr Shaun Wilson of the ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies at James Cook University, and the Department of Environment and Conservation in WA. 'And on the other, you have fishing methods, targetted at the larger predatory fish like emperors, coral trout and snappers,” he explains. 

In the Fiji study, the team found coral cover had declined off some of the islands by as much as 50 per cent between 2000-06, due mainly to bleaching and a COTS plague. However the number of large fish had showed signs of recovery off islands where human numbers and fishing activity had decreased. While previous studies have looked at fishing pressure and habitat decline independently, this is the first major study of its type to analyse their combined impact and attribute their effects on different fish groups. 

'Over-exploitation and climate change are two major drivers of global environmental change and are responsible for local extinctions and declining ecosystem services,' the team says. 'Overall, fishing continues to have an influence on Fijian fish communities; however, habitat loss is currently the overriding agent of change on some reefs' they conclude.

The team is concerned for what all this may mean for human communities throughout the Pacific, the Asian Coral Triangle and Indian Ocean who depend on coral reefs for their food and economic survival. Reefs are estimated to support around 500 million people in Asia, the Pacific, the Indian subcontinent, Middle East and Africa. 

They conclude that climate-induced coral losses could have significant effects on fish populations – even on remote reefs in the Pacific where there is little or no fishing pressure. 

However the Fiji study also showed some encouraging trends as well: reefs which had been badly hit by COTS in 2000 showed signs of coral recovery over the six year period, and fish populations showed improvement wherever local fishing pressures had declined, Dr Nick Graham said. 

“In Fiji the fishery is often controlled by the local community under traditional governance, which means there is more scope to restrict the fish catch or the use of unsustainable methods than in places where ownership over the reefs are less clear,” he adds. 

”This suggests strongly that devolving the power to control fisheries to local people is one of the best ways to put the management of the reef and its fish on a sound footing” 

The main conclusion from the research is that coral reef fish everywhere are under sustained pressure from above and below, and the key to ensuring their survival is to manage local pressures to reefs so that they can better withstand the effects of climate change.

http://www.powerboat-world.com/Reef-Fish-hit-by-Double-Trouble/51143 
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Trees for kids: Indonesia's way of beating global warming

Mon Nov 24, 2008 - JAKARTA (Reuters) - An Indonesian city battling the effects of deforestation has come up with a novel way of tackling the problem. Would-be families must plant a tree.

"Everyone who wants to get married or apply for a birth certificate must plant a tree," Syahrum Syah Setia, the head of Balikpapan city's Environmental Impact Management Agency, said.

"The city's condition is already worrying, and we must act to tackle global warming."

The areas around Balikpapan city in East Kalimantan province have lost some of their forest cover to deforestation from the mining and timber sectors.

East Kalimantan loses 350,000-500,000 ha of forest land a year and the government can only replant 30,000 ha of that, local environmental group Walhi said.

Indonesia has lost an estimated 70 percent of its original forest land, although it still has a total forest area of more than 91 million ha.

http://in.reuters.com/article/entertainmentNews/idINIndia-36666620081124 
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Southern Ocean remains major CO2 sink

 The Southern Ocean has proved more resilient to global warming than previously thought and remains a major store of mankind’s planet-warming carbon dioxide, a study has found. 

Oceans absorb a large portion of the extra CO2 released by mankind through burning fossil fuels or deforestation, acting as a brake on climate change, and the Southern Ocean is the largest of these “carbon sinks”. 

Previous research has suggested the vast ocean between Australia and Antarctica was losing its potency because climate change had affected its currents and increased powerful westerly winds. The latest study compares old ship-based measurements and recent data from hundreds of robotic floats. The analysis shows the Southern Ocean has maintained its ability to soak up excess carbon despite changes to currents and wind speeds. 

Scientists are closely studying the Southern Ocean for any changes in the Antarctic Circumpolar Current, that runs west to east around the continent from about 40 degrees south and driven in part by powerful westerly winds blowing on the ocean’s surface. The current acts like a giant flywheel for world’s weather. 

Carbon dioxide is absorbed by the Southern Ocean’s turbulent surface layer and then carried to the depths by circulation patterns. 

It is also absorbed by billions of tiny phytoplankton and other organisms, which fall to the ocean bottom when they die. 

Some of the carbon-rich water from the depths rises near Antarctica, releasing CO2, while further away from the continent, it sinks again because it is less dense. Overall, though, the ocean absorbs much more than it releases. Previous research suggested the faster winds blowing on the surface increased the upwelling of the deep carbon-rich water. 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2008%5C11%5C25%5Cstory_25-11-2008_pg14_2
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S Korea builds city from sea at wetland's expense

Posted Mon Nov 24, 2008 - South Korea is betting a multi-billion dollar land reclamation project about seven times the size of Manhattan will lift the economy, but environmentalists say it could be one of the country's biggest ecological blunders.

The Saemangeum land reclamation project uses a 33 kilometres sea dyke to reclaim an area of 400 square kms, turning coastal tidelands that are key feeding areas for globally threatened birds into land for factories, golf courses and water treatment plants.

"This project is not about protecting the environment. It is about economic development. And we will do that in an environmentally sound way," said Park Hyoungbae, an official with the Saemangeum development authority.

The authority said the project, built at a cost of nearly $3 billion, will bring industry to North Jeolla, a province that has traditionally been the agricultural breadbasket of the country but lacks modern industry.

Developers will start construction of an industrial zone next year, offering sweeteners like free land leases for 100 years for selected industries and a free economic zone that offers tax breaks to attract foreign investors, who can stay in a village planned just for them.

They will replace natural wetlands with artificial ones and turn riverbeds into man-made lakes. They will build a park along the road on the sea dyke and try to attract tourists with a theme park, convention centre and even perhaps a casino.

"Saemangeum will turn Korea into a much happier place," said an announcer on a promotional video for potential investors.

The province, which runs from the middle of South Korea to the west coast, is dotted with small farms that grow grain and raise pigs, boasts a mid-sized port that serves China across the Yellow Sea and is home the historic city of Jeonju, once the capital an ancient Korean kingdom.

Saemangeum has drawn the attention of developers in other parts of Asia, which conservationists said could lead them to try to duplicate the engineering feat in South Korea for their own massive land reclamation projects.

Endangered species

Wetlands such as Saemangeum help in flood control, prevent soil erosion and can remove, as well as store, greenhouse gases from the Earth's atmosphere, according the US Environmental Protection Agency.

One of North Asia's biggest recent projects to reclaim land from tidal wetlands was in Japan's Isahaya Bay, in the south-west of the country. 

It has proven to be a disaster, leading to drops in sea water quality and poor soil on land, according to research reports from Japanese academics.

In June, a Japanese court ordered the Government to open the sluice gates at Isahaya, shut in 1997, saying the project has caused harm to fisheries and damaged the region's environment.

Even though there is still water flowing occasionally through sluice gates at Saemangeum, the project has already taken its toll on the environment by destroying wetlands and pushing endangered species toward extinction, conservation groups said.

Migratory birds travelling between Russia and Alaska in the north to New Zealand and Australia in the south congregate for often their only refuelling stop at Yellow Sea tidal flats to feast on shellfish and other food.

A study released last month by conservation groups Birds Korea and Australasian Wader Studies Group recorded a decline of 137,000 shorebirds, and declines in 19 of the most numerous species, from 2006 to 2008 at Saemangeum.

The study indicated that the critically endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper and the endangered Spotted Greenshank were being pushed to extinction by the loss of wetlands.

"We anticipate the declines will not only continue but become more obvious in other species," said Nial Moores, a British-born conservationist and director of Birds Korea. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/11/24/2427901.htm?section=justin 

………………………………………

Regional Organic Taskforce meets to plan way forward

Organic agriculture holds great prospects for Pacific farmers in supplying rapidly expanding niche export and local markets. The organic way of growing and producing food also fits well with sustainable farming methods and traditional Pacific Island cropping systems.

At the forefront of the drive for organic development is the Regional Organic Taskforce (ROTF). The ROTF is a public-private partnership that includes experienced organic practitioners, farmers, processors/exporters, organic inspectors, researchers, and staff of agriculture ministries and NGOs. It was established in 2007 as an initiative of the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) and the International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements. Funding came from the International Fund for Agriculture Development. ROTF will hold its fourth meeting at the Novotel in Nadi, Fiji, from November 24 to 26 2008.

A primary objective of ROTF was to develop a Pacific Regional Organic Standard. After consultation throughout the Pacific, the Standard was completed and then endorsed at the Forum Leaders’ meeting in Niue earlier this year. It was later launched at the Pacific Heads of Agriculture and Forestry Meeting in Samoa in September. 

The Pacific Regional Organic Standard serves several purposes including providing a common base for organic agriculture across the region. It will also serve as a marketing tool to promote Pacific products on the global organic market. A recent survey by Newspoll in Australia found 61% of Australian grocery buyers buy some organic products, a 50% increase from an earlier survey conducted in 2003 by the University of Central Queensland. These figures point to a growing market and export potential for Pacific producers. 

ROTF’s next task is to complete a regional action plan for organic development, which will cover all levels from farm production to processing, market development and export.  

Another main focus of the meeting will be discussions on developing ‘fair trade’ exports from the region. Fair trade is an alternative open and transparent trading system based on social justice and a core value of guaranteeing fair prices for farmers. ROTF believes organics and fair trade principles complement each other and this is reflected in the vision statement it has developed as the cornerstone of the Regional Action Plan for Organic Agriculture: Pacific Organics – the key contributor to sustaining our cultures and improving farmer livelihoods, communities, people’s health and the environment in the Pacific.

Back to Menu
______________________________________________________________________

RONA MEDIA UPDATE

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

24 November 2008

MIAMI HERALD

Posted on Sun, Nov. 23, 2008 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics/AP/story/784123.html
Environmental groups optimistic, industry wary about Obama

By LES BLUMENTHAL

Here's the question: What does a community organizer from Chicago who spent four years in the Senate before being elected president know about spotted owls, endangered salmon, mountain bark beetles, Western water rights, old-growth forests and the maintenance backlog in the national parks? 

The answer: Probably not much. 

President-elect Barack Obama has offered only scattered clues as to where he stands on the most pressing public lands and endangered species issues. 

In reading the tea leaves, however, environmental groups are optimistic, timber industry and land-rights groups are wary, and an influential lawmaker is excited about having an ally in the White House. 

"This guy is a quick study and I'm sure he will find competent people," said Rep. Norm Dicks, D-Wash., who as chairman of the House Appropriations interior subcommittee oversees nearly $28 billion in annual funding for the Interior Department, the U.S. Forest Service and the Environmental Protection Agency. "We will be able to work with him. Anything will be better than (President) Bush." 

When it comes to the environment, Obama has focused his attention almost exclusively on global warming and clean energy. There are few references on his campaign Web site to on-the-ground issues, especially those specific to the West. 

Obama received an 86 out of a possible 100 in the environmental scorecard for members of Congress published by the League of Conservation Voters. He was also a co-sponsor of a bill that would have protected about 58 million acres of federal lands. The Bush administration had sought to open up those roadless lands to development. 

Asked about public lands and endangered species issues, Tommy Vietor, an Obama transition spokesman, said, "President-elect Obama believes there is only one president at a time, and thus isn't commenting on many of these issues at this time." 

Even so, some hints about where Obama is coming from can be gleaned from those reviewing natural resource and environmental issues during the transition. 

Dan Hayes, who is leading the effort at the departments of Interior and Energy, is a former deputy interior secretary in the Clinton administration who has a background in water and greenhouse gas issues. John Leshy is a former Interior Department solicitor who has ties to one of the most ardent environmentalists on Capitol Hill, Rep. George Miller, D-Calif. 

"I don't think Barack Obama has done a lot of thinking about endangered species and forest issues," said Bill Arthur, a deputy national field director for the Sierra Club based in Seattle. "That's not his job. What is important is who he appoints around him." 

Arthur said there already have been encouraging signs from members of the transition team who have indicated an Obama administration would reverse Bush administration initiatives and bar mountaintop-removal mining in Appalachia and block oil and gas leasing in southern Utah's Red Rock area. 

Another Bush initiative that almost certainly will face scrutiny is a rule that would allow individual federal agencies to decide whether their actions violated the Endangered Species Act, rather than consulting with the Fish and Wildlife Service, which administers the act. 

The new administration also faces more fundamental issues. The budgets of such agencies as the U.S. Forest Service have been sharply trimmed in recent years. The Forest Service budget has been sliced by a third, while at the same time more than half its budget is now spent in the fight against catastrophic wildfires. 

During the campaign, Obama indicated his administration would "aggressively pursue" a fire prevention, mitigation and land and forest management plan to reduce fire risks. 

The Forest Service manages almost 200 million acres across the country, including the Midewin Tall Grass Prairie, near Chicago. While Obama has never officially visited Midewin, Forest Service officials say he and his staff have been supportive. 

"It's a very anxious time," Forest Service Chief Gail Kimbell said in an interview. "But I think the Forest Service is well prepared to take on the issues the Obama campaign has been discussing." 

Kimbell acknowledged that budget issues, particularly the firefighting costs, have taken a toll. But she said the Forest Service is well aware that climate change has created an extended drought that has stressed trees and left them susceptible to such things as the mountain bark beetle. That has led to a fire season that lasts from January to November. 

Dead and dying trees need to be removed and the forests thinned, even if that means felling some of the older trees, she said. 

"Climate change has hit us with the increased severity of wildfire and the cost of fighting them," Kimbell said. 

Environmentalists are hopeful the new administration will reverse what they see as eight years of setback after setback. 

"I am 54 years old and I have actively worked on environmental issues for 25 years," Arthur said. "I'm not naive or myopic. There will always be some cold showers when it comes to these issues. But I see an administration coming in that believes change is not just needed, it is vital." 

Lands-rights groups say they'll be watching the new administration closely. 

"So far he has picked Clinton administration people for his transition team and I don't think that bodes well for us," said Chuck Cushman, who heads the American Land Rights Association based in Battleground, Wash. "We could have our work cut out for us." 

The timber industry also is uncertain how it will fare under the Obama administration. However, Tom Partin, who heads the American Forest Resource Council in Portland, Ore., said that the industry needs to work with Obama, especially on forest health issues. 

"We're keeping our powder dry," he said. "We can't write this administration off. We have to be players with them." 

As the Montana primary approached in May, Obama, in perhaps his most succinct statement on public lands issues, answered questions from the Flathead Beacon newspaper in Kalispell. 

He said he believed that sustainability - using resources in a way that provides for the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs - was the most important factor in managing federal lands. 

"If we're going to have timber industries operating on public lands, then we should make sure that old-growth forests aren't destroyed but it's that second-growth" that's harvested, he said. 

Obama also told the newspaper that it was critical to designate additional wilderness areas for permanent protection, but that a balance needed to be struck by competing interests on federal lands. He also said his administration would "listen rather than dictate" in working with state and local officials. 

"What I want is to be able to pass onto our children and grandchildren the same extraordinary gift that we received from our parents and grandparents," Obama said. 

INTERIOR SECRETARY CANDIDATES 

Rep. Norm Dicks, D-Wash. 

Rep. Jay Inslee, D-Wash. 
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Former Oregon Gov. John Kitzhaber 

New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson 

Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer 
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Colorado Sen. Ken Salazar 

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 

John Leshy, former Interior Department solicitor 

Sally Jewell, CEO of Recreational Equipment Inc. 

ON THE WEB 

Obama's energy plan: http://my.barackobama.com/page/content/newenergy
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BOSTON GLOBE:  Obama urged to create 'Green New Deal'

By Beth Daley, Globe Staff  |  November 24, 2008                           

http://www.boston.com/news/science/articles/2008/11/24/obama_urged_to_crea 

te_green_new_deal/                                                         

The worldwide economic crisis is prompting a growing number of countries to back away from pledges to cut greenhouse gas emissions and invest in clean energy, just a week before the start of talks in Poland on a new worldwide climate change treaty.                                           

In the United States, some business groups are calling on President-elect Barack Obama to move cautiously in tackling global warming, saying that a too aggressive response could prolong the economic downturn and cost jobs. 

But a growing chorus of other businesses, environmentalists, and politicians are calling for a green-based economic recovery.               

An enormous federal government investment in clean technology wouldprovide low-cost capital to accelerate energy efficiency, build massive renewable energy projects, and jumpstart a sustainable low-carbon economy, these groups say. Such a Green New Deal, woven into the economic stimulus package being crafted for early next year, could create millions of government-subsidized jobs and build a new energy infrastructure.          

"It's a smart thing to do for the economy and a strategically wonderful thing to do for the environment," said David Foster, executive director of the Blue Green Alliance, a partnership between the Sierra Club and United Steelworkers that works to develop green jobs. His group points to a University of Massachusetts report earlier this fall that said a $100 billion investment in clean technology could create 2 million new jobs in the next two years.                                                        

"It leads us down the path for energy independence," he said. "It's a historic opportunity."                                                     

On Saturday, Obama gave his strongest comments yet about making the environment a cornerstone of his economic stimulus plan. He outlined a package to create 2.5 million jobs, that included "building wind farms and solar panels, fuel-efficient cars and alternative energy technologies that can free us from our dependence on foreign oil..."                         

During the campaign, Obama pledged to cap carbon dioxide emissions andreduce them 80 percent by 2050 and to have 25 percent of US energy come from renewable sources by 2025. He wants to invest $150 billion in clean energy in the next decade. In addition, he has said he will raise vehiclefuel economy standards and aggressively pursue energy efficiency and conservation.                                                              

Supporters, including the Union of Concerned Scientists and the Natural Resources Defense Council, say such a plan could include federal financial incentives to quickly build large-scale solar, wind, and other renewable projects. It could also include massive investment in new transmission lines to bring renewable power from rural areas into cities, creating a new electricity grid.                                                      

And they say a cap on carbon dioxide emissions would force power plants and other industries to pay to pollute - which would lower emissions and bring in needed revenue during the economic recovery.                      

They point to several studies that suggest that investment in efficient and renewable energy could create a lot more jobs than the same size investment in the already established oil and gas industry.                

Yet even the most ardent environmentalists acknowledge it won't be easy to do now. Any meaningful reductions in carbon dioxide from power plants are likely to raise electricity prices, says Robert N. Stavins, who directs the Harvard Project on International Climate Agreements. Even if the costs are marginal, the public and political leaders are unlikely to buy into such a plan during an economic crisis because it will be viewed as hurting industry at a vulnerable time, he says.                                    

At the same time, he says, the economic crisis could "distract attention" from the environment, and "for that reason alone it would not be surprising if there is less rapid and less intense [response] to global climate change than the predictions being made six months ago."            

Some business leaders say that while renewable energy is a laudable goal, no technology exists that could replace the reliability of fossil fuels. If too much federal money is given to subsidize alternative energy or force a stringent cap on heat-trapping emissions, they say the ensuing energy price spike would severely undercut an economic recovery.           

"We can't afford that kind of cost today," said William Kovacs, vice president for the Environment, Technology & Regulatory Affairs Division at the US Chamber of Commerce. "We need to drill [for oil and gas] immediately on the outer continental shelf and then take those [royalties] and invest them in alternative technologies."                              

Public commitment to energy matters has been shown to respond to economic factors. When oil prices topped $130 a barrel, and gas prices soared, Americans drove less for the first time in nearly two decades. But fuel prices are now dropping as demand falls, and people are already driving more often.                                                                

The oil price decline and the economic crisis could also cause venture capital investment in renewable power and green technology to falter.      

"Yet in many ways, this is an ideal time" for government investment, said Robert Kaufmann, director of the center for Energy and Environmental Studies at Boston University. He says the economic crisis will translate into a slowdown of carbon dioxide emissions from factories and power plants. If an emissions cap is imposed now, "there is more wiggle room under it" for industry, he said. This means businesses would probably pay little to pollute in the short-term, until a recovery takes hold.          
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GLOBE AND MAIL:  What amount of nature should nations preserve?

Some scientists want Canada to protect at least 50 per cent of its boreal

forest and argue other countries should follow suit

MARTIN MITTELSTAEDT

ENVIRONMENT REPORTER

November 24, 2008

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/LAC.20081124.BOREAL24/TPStory/Environment

When it comes to setting aside land for parks and nature reserves, the big question is how much is enough?

For years, countries have been urged to earmark about 10 per cent to 12 per cent of their land in protected areas, but now some scientists are saying this widely accepted figure might be woefully inadequate.

The new view - for which Canada's extensive boreal forest is becoming an international test case - is that at least half of an entire ecosystem needs to be preserved to give it a decent chance to remain a fully functioning natural environment.

If you preserve 10 per cent of habitat "and let the rest go, you are squarely in the middle of mass extinction territory," contends Jeremy Kerr, a professor specializing in conservation biology at the University of Ottawa.

Prof. Kerr is among a number of scientists in both Canada and abroad who have been arguing that far larger areas are needed for conservation lands. They're trying to have the preservation of half the boreal forest in Canada's north be a model for other globally significant areas, such as the Brazilian rain forest.

The conservation target of around 10 per cent arose in the 1980s, when many governments set their first national biodiversity goals. The idea was that putting aside about a tenth of a country's total land area in parks or nature reserves would be enough to forestall species extinctions.

Canada used this approach in 1992, when the provinces and the federal government agreed to preserve small, representative parcels of land in each of the country's approximately 500 distinct ecological regions. At the time, environmentalists said meeting the goal would require putting about 12 per cent of the country in nature reserves.

But researchers now contend that numbers around 10 per cent, the amount now off limits to development in Canada's boreal forest, never had a valid scientific foundation. A study published in 2005, by researchers at the University of Idaho, reviewed all the conservation literature from the 1970s and 1980s, and couldn't find any scientific reasons for selecting the number. The study, in the journal Bioscience, concluded the figure was "arbitrary" and "without evidence of biological substance or conservation merit."

Other research is indicating that far more land than anyone might have though possible may be needed to fully protect areas and their endangered species. One U.S. estimate found that if the ecosystem around Yellowstone Park were to offer complete protection for highly imperilled species, about 70 per cent of the land base would need to be preserved, compared with 27 per cent currently.

"Everybody thought Yellowstone was a fantastic place. It's big, big enough. It can conserve everything, but buffalo don't stay there, wolves don't stay there," says Terry Root, a senior fellow at California's Stanford University Center for Environmental Science and Policy.
Prof. Root is among a group of 14 prominent scientists from the United States and Canada who've recently set up an advisory panel to lobby Canadian governments to accept the 50-per-cent target for the boreal forest, considered the largest remaining relatively untouched wilderness in the world. Others include University of Victoria climate-change expert Andrew Weaver and Canada's top aquatic biologist, University of Alberta  professor David Schindler.

A boreal forest similar to the one in Canada also exists in Russia, but the group isn't lobbying for preservation there because of the lack of respect for the rule of law in that country and its wild west development mentality.

The scientists say their estimate of having 50 per cent set aside is based on computer modelling that indicates it is the amount of land needed to maintain species across a landscape.
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ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE
UN DAILY NEWS

24 November 2008 
Nations seek closer ties between UN efforts to save ozone layer and fight climate change 

24 November - The United Nations should twin its efforts to combat ozone depletion and climate change to reap the greatest economic and environmental benefits, governments concluded at a recent global gathering. 
The call for greater cooperation between UN treaties on ozone and global warming was issued last week at the end of a meeting in Doha, Qatar, of the 150 governments which are party to the Montreal Protocol and the Vienna Convention, both of which seek to protect the ozone layer. 

Participants asked the Executive Secretary of the Montreal Protocol to pursue closer ties with the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and explore how best to slash the release of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), one of the six greenhouse gases controlled under UNFCCC’s Kyoto Protocol. 

They also suggested that phasing out hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) – which are highly damaging to the ozone layer – will be mutually beneficial in addressing both the ozone layer and climate change. 

HCFCs were originally introduced to replace more ozone-damaging substances in products such as refrigerators and air-conditioners, but they themselves are now scheduled to be replaced by new chemicals which governments have said they hope are both ozone and climate-friendly. 

“In a world of scarce financial resources, maximizing the impacts of the various multilateral environmental agreements is paramount,” said Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 

At the Doha gathering, attendees also discussed the best means to destroy harmful substances stored in old equipment, as well as funding to help developing countries to eliminate ozone-damaging chemicals.
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UN forum aims to ensure adequate funds to meet development goals despite crisis 

24 November - Representatives of governments, business and civil society are set to meet this weekend in Doha, Qatar, at a United Nations conference focusing on ensuring sufficient financing to meet key development goals amid mounting concern about the impact of the current global economic slowdown on poor nations. 

The four-day meeting, starting on 29 November, is a follow-up to the International Conference on Financing for Development (FfD) that took place in 2002 in Monterrey, Mexico, which resulted in the adoption of a landmark partnership agreement for global development. 

Known as the Monterrey Consensus, the agreement covered a number of topics, including domestic resource mobilization, foreign direct investment (FDI), trade, official development assistance (ODA), debt relief and systemic issues. 

The Doha conference is taking place at a “very difficult” time for the world economy, Kemal Dervis, Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), told a news conference in New York today. 

“It is clear that we’re heading towards a very difficult 2009 for the world economy,” he said, noting that projections for global growth are being revised downward every two weeks or so by the various institutions that make these projections. 

The consequences of this for development are serious, he said, stressing the need to act to prevent the current financial crisis from becoming a human crisis – a call made by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon just weeks ago. “The Doha meeting in this context takes on added significance.” 

Mr. Ban has invited Heads of State to an advance meeting on 28 November, co-hosted by the Emir of Qatar, to discuss responses to the financial crisis and economic slowdown. 

The conference, which will bring together heads of State and other government officials, as well as representatives of UN agencies, the private sector and civil society, is expected to result in an agreed outcome document. 

“It’s more urgent than ever that we do have a good and successful, meaningful outcome of Doha that builds upon what we already achieved in Monterrey six years ago,” Oscar de Rojas, Executive Secretary of the Doha meeting, emphasized. “But it’s not a done deal yet.” 

The 96-page draft outcome document is still being negotiated in New York and is far from being completed, he noted. “In fact, it’s clear now that it won’t be completed here in New York before delegations depart for Doha. There [are] just too many things that are still outstanding.” 

Mr. Ban has warned of the negative impact of the financial crisis on the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – the globally agreed targets to halve extreme poverty and other ills by 2015 – as well as on efforts to deal with climate change. 

“My chief concern will be to ensure that the interest in well-being of the most vulnerable nations of the world will be fully heard,” he said at a recent news conference. “We cannot allow the financial crisis to become an excuse for not delivering on our commitments to the Millennium Development Goals.”
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Migiro calls on African leaders to close gender gap, warning of dangers to development 

24 November - Deputy Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro has warned that glaring gender disparities experienced by African countries will undermine efforts to achieve sustainable development across the continent, adding that climate change and economic turmoil impact women’s lives disproportionately. 

Speaking at the close of the Sixth African Development Forum, Ms. Migiro called on government leaders to “act decisively and urgently” to include women in all levels of decision-making, and to develop policies and legislation that promote women’s land and property rights. 

The conference, which wrapped up on Friday, was aimed at identifying practical and concrete action for members to take on gender equality, women’s empowerment and ending violence against women. 

The Deputy-Secretary General noted that clear gender gaps exist in health, higher education, employment and empowerment, and that these inequalities were likely to threaten recent gains evidenced in some African economies. 

She also warned that the combined crises of climate change, the global financial meltdown, and high food and fuel prices affect women in ways that are different to men and have the potential to deepen and widen existing gender inequalities, underscoring remarks she had made earlier that day to the Africa Commission. 

“Women in Africa, and throughout the developing world, are largely responsible for household water supply and energy for cooking and heating. They are also largely responsible for food security,” Ms. Migiro told the three-day meeting in Addis Ababa. 

“[But] they suffer unequal access to resources, land, technologies and other assets,” she added. 

“Food protests in some African countries and elsewhere in the world show the potential of this crisis to generate instability. Indeed, food protests have been precursors to civil conflict and unrest.” 

To achieve fair and sustainable rural development, it is necessary to go beyond short-term solutions, such as emergency food aid, and address the underlying causes of food insecurity by providing women and girls with access to secure land rights, irrigation water, clean energy sources and agricultural technology, according to Ms. Migiro. 

“Women’s empowerment is central to raising levels of nutrition, improving production and distribution of food and agricultural products and enhancing the living conditions of rural populations in countries where income and livelihood are derived from these resources.” 

She added that if women are involved in the decision-making process, the solutions will be more responsive to their concerns and to the concerns and needs of communities, and that women’s perspectives are a prerequisite for sustainable development. 

“We cannot afford to exclude women and girls from mainstream development. I call on government leaders to act decisively and urgently. When it comes to women’s empowerment, there can be no more business as usual.” 

The three-day conference was jointly organized by the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), the African Union (AU) and the African Development Bank (AfDB).
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Some $750 million sought in UN appeals for East and West Africa 

24 November - The United Nations today set in motion further elements of the African regional component of its $7-billion annual humanitarian appeal, seeking help for millions of people suffering from drought, floods, high food prices and displacement in the eastern and western regions of the continent. 
In Nairobi, Kenya, the humanitarian community and the Government launched the 2009 Emergency Humanitarian Response Plan (EHRP), requesting $390 million for 1.6 million victims of food and livelihood insecurity and scant health care, as well as internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees in the East African country. 

“The appeal outlines the humanitarian community’s plans for collective response in 2009 to address humanitarian needs and assist early recovery needs,” Aeneas Chuma, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in the country, said. 

More than 4,200 IDPs uprooted by post-election violence remain in camps and some 54,000 others are living in 121 transit sites. Drought, floods, rising food and commodity prices, reduced cereal production and livestock diseases have combined to increase food insecurity among many vulnerable populations, including pastoralists in arid and semi-arid areas, coastal lowland areas and amongst the urban poor, with an estimated 1.4 million currently receiving food aid. 

Regionally, Kenya’s porous borders have witnessed continued refugee flows. The deteriorating situation in Somalia precipitated an increased influx across the border, adding to a refugee population that already far exceeds the capacity of existing camps. Due to the continuing crisis in Somalia, new arrivals are expected to continue during 2009, increasing the strain on existing refugee support mechanisms. 

On the other side of the continent in Dakar, Senegal, the UN launched an international appeal for $361 million to finance humanitarian projects that will help stem the impact of the high food prices crisis on millions of people in one of the world’s poorest regions. 

“Our appeal to the generosity of the international community is more than just asking for money,” UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) regional representative Hervé Ludovic De Lys said. 

“The food crisis and its adverse effects call for more collaboration with States so that, beyond short-term solutions, more durable solutions are adopted to combat issues linked to socio-economic development, inequities of the free market notably with regards to access to basic needs for the poorest, and the negative effects of climate change.” 

The appeal serves as a strategic forum between humanitarian and development partners for durable solutions to help some 250 million people who are also threatened by new, emerging crises in the region, he added. 

The UN World Food Programme (WFP), one of the agencies on the frontline, says West Africa has been particularly hit by the high food prices crisis earlier this year, especially in countries highly dependent on imports to feed themselves. 

“WFP and its partners have been able to respond and are continuing to act to make sure the most vulnerable households did not fall into undernutrition,” WFP Regional Director Thomas Yanga noted. “The continuous support of the international community is therefore crucial especially for our work in urban areas if we want to sustain the benefits of this response.” 

Last week Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs John Holmes called for $2.2 billion for the Sudan Work Plan for aid projects next year in Africa’s largest country, with nearly half earmarked for the war-torn region of Darfur, where violence has uprooted almost half the 6 million-strong population. 

As with today’s launch, that plan is part of the larger Consolidated Appeal launched in Geneva on 19 November for $7 billion worldwide, by far the largest such appeal ever and nearly double the amount sought for 2008.
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