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What is ECOLEX?

ECOLEX

is the result of a need:

To enable users

to access information

on environmental

and natural resources 

law from a single 

source

What does
ECOLEX do?

Why ECOLEX?

However,

until ECOLEX went online 

policy makers, lawyers, 

NGOs, and researchers 

could not easily access 

the legal basis for 

sustainable development 

from a single source.

It is true

that nowadays

there are thousands

of Web sites reporting 

on legal tools 

at the national

and international level.

ECOLEX covers

all major environmental

and natural resources fields. 

Altogether 15 fields 

ECOLEX addresses

all areas of law

(treaties, national legislation, 

court decisions, 

and law/policy literature)

.

ECOLEX allows

search in its areas

either separately or together,

in a variety of ways:

broad main subjects,

keywords, authors,

countries, dates, 

and a many others.

.

.



ECOLEX

UNEP

IUCN

FAO

the project is the result of a partnership

between  FAO, IUCN and UNEP.

ECOLEX  WhoΩs who



ECOLEX

Treaties

National 
Legislation

Court 
Decisions

Literature

TREATIES

IUCNôs input on Multilateral 

legal instruments with full texts

COURT DECISIONS

UNEPôs court decision database

NATIONAL 
LEGISLATION

FAOôs input with 

over 80.000 entries 

for national 

legislation

LITERATURE

Monographs, articles,

grey literature.

IUCNôs literature database with 

30.000 and ever increasing 

references

ECOLEXstructure

ECOLEX home page.

Databases on specific 

areas of the 

environment



ÁAgriculture

ÁAir & atmosphere

ÁCultivated plants

ÁEnergy

ÁEnvironment general

ÁFisheries

ÁFood

ÁForestry

ÁLand & soil

ÁLivestock

ÁMineral resources

ÁSea

ÁWaste & Hazardous 
Substances 

ÁWater

ÁWild species & 
ecosystems 

ECOLEX subject areas
covers all major environmental and natural resources fields. 

To be more user friendly the contents

are divided in 15 subject areas:



Google-type 

search

select to restrict 

search within   

one or more 

databases

Google-type search also 

within full texts

ECOLEX home page: salient figures



select to restrict 

search within   

one or more 

databases

Expert search through either 

one or more databases

ECOLEX home page: salient figures



an example of a Google -type search by one specific database

select the database of your choice

enter a search term

biological diversity



these are the results of your query

letôs pick the first hit and see what it looks like



download the full text

click on the ñplusò symbol for additional information

check the record details


