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Agreed Chairman’s Summary

“66% of the World’s ecosystem services are degraded or are being presently being degraded.” 

Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 2005
The last few decades have seen a rapid increase in the number of Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) dealing with a multitude of environmental concerns, including from climate change, desertification, the loss of biodiversity, hazardous wastes and chemicals. Such MEAs have heightened awareness of and worked to address those concerns but environmental degradation continues and there is widespread concern that MEAs have not lived up to their promise because they are not sufficiently implemented, fully complied with or adequately enforced by all contracting Parties.

The failure of Parties fully to implement and enforce MEAs and, thereby, to ensure their effectiveness and full value is a leading cause of the continued degradation and endangerment of the global environment. It can also contribute significantly to improving the living conditions and the health of millions, to increasing economic competitiveness and to ensuring respect for the rule of law.
The limited efficiency and effectiveness of MEAs cannot be attributed to one single cause. Many factors and problems converge to create a situation that is not always conducive to realizing the full potential of MEAs or and to fulfilling the commitments agreed upon by States. 

We, the experts gathered for this High-Level Meeting on Envisioning the Next Steps for MEA Compliance and Enforcement:

Acknowledge the linkages between the needs of mankind and cultural, social, economic and ethical values on the one hand and international environmental law on the other. 

Underline the importance for effective implementation of MEAs, of mutual trust and cooperation among the Parties to them, as well as between individual Parties and relevant stakeholders.

Take note of the issues raised in the background paper on “Developing Responses to Factors Inhibiting Implementation and Enforcement of MEAs” and the “Issue Paper for Participants’ Consideration” prepared for the High-Level Meeting. 
Applaud UNEPs activities in the field of compliance and enforcement of MEAs.

Recall the objectives of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building and their importance for the implementation of MEAs. 

Are of the view that the following issues emerging from the discussions are challenges to the effective implementation and enforcement of, and hence also of compliance with MEAs that would benefit from a process of further consideration by UNEP and action, including through capacity building and the provision of resources:

Institutional Structures:
1. The need to enhance national implementation of MEAs through the development, harmonization, application and reinforcement of environmental legislation, capacity building, and increased coordination amongst focal points for MEAs and others.

2. To increase ownership of the outcome of negotiations and the necessity to involve and engage all stakeholders (including the private sector, NGOs, youth, women, academia and the media) in the implementation of MEAs, and to involve all relevant stakeholders, in particular, local communities throughout the negotiation of MEAs with a view to promoting succesful implementation and enforcement after adoption.  
3. The potential for making use of national and regional frameworks of cooperation and implementation to enhance national compliance with and enforcement of MEAs.

4. The need for UNEP, acting as necessary, with other international and national partners to maintain and intensify its efforts in the field of compliance with and enforcement of MEAs through providing general guidance and support to current and future Parties to MEAs faced with the challenges of implementing their commitments under MEAs. 
5. The need to address enforcement at the local and community level, as this is where many of the actual problems with the ineffective and unsuccessful implementation of MEAs persist. 
6. The importance of active cooperation among the international bodies involved in the effectiveness of MEAs and environmental governance.
7. The benefits for the environment to be achieved from enhanced consultations and cooperation between UNEP and MEA Secretariats on compliance with and enforcement of MEAs. 

Interlinkages: 

8. The willingness and ability of Parties to comply and enforce the obligations contained in MEAs which are directly influenced by the political, economic, social and legal acceptability of those obligations to the Parties. 

9. The persisting disconnection between environmental protection, economic development and poverty reduction (Millennium Development Goals, Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers) among the decision-makers and the need to mainstream environmental protection into these issues and use these policies as an entry point for the effective national implementation of MEAs.
9.bis The need for more studies on extended cost-benefit analyses in order to demonstrate  the value of ecosystem services . 
10. The benefits to be derived from enhancing synergies and inter-linkages in the implementation of MEAs. 
11. Encouraging and assisting national and local governments to identify synergies and inter-linkages between various MEAs.
Instruments to Improve Implementation: 

12. Encouraging the Parties to MEAs to view ‘peer-pressure’ as a mechanism to induce more effective compliance with and enforcement of MEAs and to apply it equitably. 

13. The need for investment in human resources to implement and enforce MEAs on including in the training of personnel and officials dealing with cross cutting issues of MEAs (such as parliamentarians, judges, prosecutors, customs officials, police officers, teachers, etc.).

14. The need to ensure that issues related to the effective implementation of MEAs are included in an appropriate way in educational curricula at all levels.

15. The importance of including objective procedures for the verification of national reporting as part of all compliance regimes.
16. The need for the Parties to consider the establishment a national body responsible for the overall national coordination and implementation of MEAs, distinct from focal points for specific MEAs.
17. The need for a periodic review assessing and reporting on the effectiveness and performance of MEAs in reducing environmental degradation as an essential tool in increasing their effectiveness, raising awareness and inducing compliance.
18. The importance for Parties, MEA Secretariats and other stakeholders to make full use of the UNEP Guidelines on Compliance with and Enforcement of MEAs in the implementation and enforcement of their obligations.

19. Encouraging Parties, with the support of MEA Secretariats and UNEP, to develop and apply plans for the systematic implementation and enforcement of their MEA obligations. 
20. The importance of recognizing that integrated assessment and environmental impact assessment are important tools in the decision making process and that their use can raise the level of environmental protection and ensure that environmental factors are treated on par with economic and development factors.
21. To further undertake a comparative analysis of existing compliance regimes under MEAs with a view to making appropriate recommendations to the Governing Council of UNEP.
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