Agreed Chairman’s Conclusions

High-Level Brainstorming Workshop for MEAs on Mainstreaming Environment Beyond MDG 7

“We fundamentally depend on natural systems and resources for our existence and development. Our efforts to defeat poverty and pursue sustainable development will be in vain if environmental degradation and natural resource depletion continue unabated. At the country level, national strategies must include investments in improved environmental management and make the structural changes required for environmental sustainability. For many environmental priorities, such as shared waterways, forests, marine fisheries and biodiversity, regional and global efforts must be strengthened.” 

Mr. Kofi Annan, UN Secretary-General, “In Larger Freedom – Towards Security, Development and Human Rights for All”
What are the issues?

Ecosystem services are the benefits that ecosystems provide to human well-being. They are a necessary precondition for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The recently concluded Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) found that the carrying capacity of the Earth is already severely degraded. Fifteen out of the twenty-four most critical ecosystem services for human well-being are in decline, and the environmental threat of climate change will accelerate this decline even further. 

The MDGs will not be met unless the sustainable use of ecosystem services is made an integral part of the development strategies of developing countries. Investment in enhancing and protecting ecosystems, and preventing and adapting to climate change, is essential to the achievement of sustainable development. Investing in ecosystem services must be a critical component of the development agenda. 

There is a need to look beyond the 2005 World Summit and toward the next phase of work of the MDGs. From a policy perspective, ecosystems, and sustainable development in general, must be dealt with in an integrated manner within the context of the MDGs at national, regional and international levels.

The case for the environment has been made but not won. The crucial question is how to operationalize environment in the MDG process. While the MDGs are a framework that is not legally binding, multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) are legally binding instruments with success stories that can be copied and used to implement the MDGs.
How to put environmental sustainability at the centre of the MDGs?

MEAs, both regional and global, have the valuable experience of on-the-ground activities that permit them to contribute positively to achieving the MDGs. MEAs fall into several clusters, including atmosphere, biodiversity, and chemicals and wastes. All are critical for the integration of ecosystem services into the MDGs.

Consideration should be given to the creation of a new, or the use of an existing, forum/process where the Secretariats of MEAs should collectively discuss where there should be a more focused contribution to achieving the MDGs. Synergies should emerge through drawing on their combined expertise and experience, particularly at the country level. The forum should also consider work currently undertaken by MEAs in achieving the MDGs. 

There is a need to identify the interface between the work of MEAs and poverty reduction, and to find the means to create greater cooperation including, and in particular, at the national level. Possible modalities for greater cooperation should include combining Millennium Project Programmes and MEA programmes to bear upon specific ecosystems identified as country priorities. There is a need to bring together national focal points of MEAs to work together and on MDGs.

It is critical to integrate environmental concerns into the follow-up from the 2005 World Summit, including the mainstreaming of the environment into Poverty Reduction Strategies and MDG-based poverty reduction strategies. Quick-win initiatives should be identified where environmental problems should be resolved while alleviating poverty.  Quick-win initiatives must be undertaken within the context of longer-term strategies.   

A matrix should be created in order to identify where environmental concerns intersect with initiatives to reduce poverty. This should provide an input into the development of MEA strategies as to how they can constructively contribute to poverty reduction. In this context, at the national level, there is a need to improve the understanding of what works in practice. It is important to develop an inventory of best-practice techniques by drawing on the recently released MA.

There is a need to develop appropriate mechanisms in order to have a two-way process that can consider requests from countries for technical cooperation on issues related to the environment and the MDGs, within the context of overall national development strategies and the Bali Strategic Plan on Capacity Building and Technology Support.  

Information, education and awareness for sustainable development are deficient and should be increased.  They are inadequate in terms of making the case that a sound environment is a precondition for achieving the MDGs. This should be done in the context of the Decade for Education for Sustainable Development. 

Other relevant considerations in this respect include: aligning MEA strategic plans with the MDGs; increasing efforts for capacity building for MEAs in the context of MDGs; and providing technical advice/support to Parties to MEAs.

Future process

UNEP should play a coordinating role with regard to short-, mid- and long-term activities aimed at mainstreaming environment.

Short term

· Bring to the attention of the UN Secretary General the outcome of the 13-14 July 2005 Brainstorming Workshop on “Mainstreaming Environment Beyond MDG 7 [hereafter the Beyond MDG 7 Meeting] with a view to inviting him to include language into his speech at the 2005 World Summit that would reflect the outcome of the Workshop

· Convene a high-level panel, on the sidelines of the Summit, to raise awareness of the outcomes of the Beyond MDG 7 Meeting
· Convene two follow-up meetings in 2005 on two crucial issues: the economic aspects of ecosystem services; and how to move the process forward following the 2005 World Summit 

· Convene a technical committee to work with UNDP and UNEP to identify potential countries that need technical assistance and capacity building in preparing the environment component of MDG-based development strategies 

Mid term 

· Establish a plan of wok with the UNDP/Millennium Project for the next 12 to 18 months that would: 

a) Permit the identification of areas of common concern 

b) Create practical means to promote cooperation between MEAs and the achievement of the MDGs

c) Develop national sustainable development strategies, targeting, in particular, additional countries beyond those that the Millennium Project is working with 

d) Consider which projects could be conducted jointly and assign priorities to them  

e) Build alliances and partnerships with key players, including UNDP, FAO, UNESCO and Civil Society Organizations 

· Consider how to build upon the MA in order to promote integrated sub-global and national ecosystem assessments, as well as best practices based on the MA methodology and policy responses 

· Request the Executive Director of UNEP to identify how to continue conducting periodical assessments focused on ecosystem services and human well-being, and based on the model of the MA

· Establish a site, within the UNEP web site, in order for MEAs to share their experiences, their success stories and their best practices in contributing to implementing the MDGs

· Provide a catalogue of best practices that can be drawn upon in the preparation of environmental strategies as part of MDG-based development strategies   

Long term

· Mobilize high-level support for raising awareness and supporting action relating to mainstreaming environment into the MDGs.

· Engage MEA Secretariats and Parties, including through awareness raising at Conferences of the Parties and other meetings with respect to the above activities

· Facilitate MEAs working with UNEP and UNDP to support national efforts to develop MDG-based development strategies. Lessons learnt could be incorporated into the catalogue of best practices
Nairobi, 14 July 2005
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