Regional Partnership – Cooperation with the Western Balkans

Environment

Focal Point: Aloisia Wörgetter

                      Head of Unit, Environment and Sustainable Development


          Federal Ministry for Foreign Affairs

          Austria

          Tel: +43-501150-3217

          Email: Aloisia.woergetter@bmaa.gv.at

Dear Colleagues, 

This notice is in follow-up to the meeting held on 11 October 2005 in Budapest, where the Foreign Ministers of the Regional Partnership (Austria, The Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia) and the countries of the Western Balkans (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia and Serbia and Montenegro) discussed the possibilities of further development of relations between the participating countries. Being aware of the specific problems of the region that remain to be solved, the countries of the Regional Partnership wish to contribute to shaping the policy of the European Union regarding the Western Balkans region. 
The countries of the Regional Partnership can assist the countries in this region mainly by sharing with them the experience gathered in the process of economic and social transformation and European integration, taking into account the specific situation of each country in the region. Six specific fields of co-operation were identified, with respective joint initiatives to be co-ordinated by one of the Regional Partnership countries with the participation of all interested partner countries. The initiatives shall include i.e.: 
1. facilitating the access to information for the Western Balkans, 
2. assistance in the networking between the potential recipients and providers of know-how in the appropriate field of co-operation, 
3. activities at the EU-level in Brussels/Strasbourg with the view to achieving a more efficient use of the financial and human resources that the countries concerned have already dedicated to the respective field of action. 

According to the above-mentioned arrangements, Austria has been appointed the co-ordinator of the Regional Partnership and the countries of the Western Balkans initiative in the field of Environment. Responsible for this co-ordination from the Austrian side is Ms Aloisia Wörgetter, Head of Unit, Environment and Sustainable Development, tel.: +43-501150-3217, fax: +43-501159-3217, e-mail: aloisia.woergetter@bmaa.gv.at
As a first step, I propose to set up a group of focal points for the environment pillar, which should include one colleague from foreign affairs and one from environment ministries. The group of focal points should be available to answer questions and be able to direct questions to experts, as appropriate. The group of focal points would act as the core group of the environment pillar of the RP-WB cooperation. This group will also deal with the scope and goals of the cooperation as such.

At the same time, an email-network of all interested partners should get under way, which would share information on EU and regional activities in the field of environment and should also be used as a help-line for pressing questions, a sounding board for policy development, and a networking tool to ensure that interests of WB countries are taken into account at the European level. The network should be limited to government experts, but should interact with key institutions like REC, UNEP, OSCE/ENVSEC, UNDP, etc.

Austria as a focal point for the environment pillar would also propose to meet in Vienna in June in a capacity building exercise and to agree on the way forward after having completed the initial steps of our endeavour.

For the time being, I would ask your support in completing the attached list of focal points, and would ask you to add names and affiliation to the email-list we are setting up. I would also ask you to list your countries’ specific interests in our cooperation, be they of an institutional, substantive, or policy nature. 

We will soon be circulating a list of events in the field of environment relevant to the region for information, and as an early warning should cooperation for these activities be requested. I would ask you to add information to this rolling list at any time and communicate it back to us.

In a next step, after having established a list of priorities, we will do a second round to assess whether and how these priority issues are being addressed, and what needs to be done to fill the gaps, if any.

Taking into account that appropriate actions should start as soon as possible, I would be very grateful for a rapid response. I am looking forward for your answers before April 15th  2006.

Best regards,
Aloisia Wörgetter
Aloisia Wörgetter
Head of Unit
Environment and Sustainable Development, III.6a
Federal Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Minoritenplatz 8, Vienna
T +43-501150-3217
M +43-676-8999-5836
aloisia.woergetter@bmaa.gv.at
