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Regional Partnership and Western Balkans

The Way forward on Environment

The Foreign Ministers of the Regional Partnership (Austria, The Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia) and the countries of the Western Balkans (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia and Serbia and Montenegro) discussed the possibilities of further development of relations between participating countries. Being aware of the specific problems of the region that remain to be solved, the countries of the Regional Partnership wish to contribute to shaping the policy of the European Union regarding the Western Balkans region. 

The countries of the Regional Partnership can assist the countries in this region mainly by sharing with them the experience gathered in the process of economic and social transformation and European integration, taking into account the specific situation of each country in the region. Six specific fields of co-operation were identified, with respective joint initiatives to be co-ordinated by one of the Regional Partnership countries with the participation of all interested partner countries. Austria has taken on coordination in the field of environment.

The scope of the initiatives shall include i.e.: 

1. facilitating the access to information for the Western Balkans, 
2. assistance in the networking between the potential recipients and providers of know-how in the appropriate field of co-operation, 
3. activities at the EU-level in Brussels/Strasbourg with the view to achieving a more efficient use of the financial and human resources that the countries concerned have already dedicated to the respective field of action. 

In order to be effective, the RP-WB cooperation shall, as first steps:

1. identify focal points 

2. set up an email network of focal point and interested partners

3. assess greatest needs, interests and common concerns among participants

4. provide capacity building support for the most pressing issues

5. assess most useful ways of communication for information sharing and lobbying support (password-protected website, brief meetings, newsletters, etc.)
In a next phase, the RP-WB cooperation shall include, i.e.:

1. ensure coherence of activities with European integration interests in the WB

2. technical assistance and project support to reach EU standards

3. exchange of expertise for European integration

