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United Nations Environnment Programe, the Governing Council at its nineteenth
session stated that one of the core elenents of the focused nmandate of UNEP
shoul d be "to anal yse the state of the global environment and assess gl oba
and regional environmental trends, provide policy advice, early warning

i nformation on environnmental threats, and to catal yse and pronote

i nternational cooperation and action, based on the best scientific and
technical capabilities available". Furthernore, the Nairobi Declaration
calls on UNEP "to pronote greater awareness and facilitate effective
cooperation anong all sectors of society and actors involved in the

i npl ementation of the international environnental agenda, and to serve as an
effective link between the scientific community and policy makers at the
national and international |evels".

In line with the Nairobi Declaration, UNEP in partnership with the
Worl d Bank, and with additional financial support fromthe United States
Nat i onal Aeronautics and Space Admi nistration, collaborated in the
preparation of the interlinkages assessnent report Protecting Qur Pl anet,
Securing Qur Future: Linkages Anbng d obal Environnental |ssues and Human
Needs. The central nmessage of the report is that scientific and policy
i nterlinkages anmong maj or gl obal environnmental issues must be understood and
that they need to be addressed in a nore holistic manner if sustainable
devel opnment is to beconme a reality. Moreover, the report is a mgjor step
forward in response to the growi ng concern that global environnental issues
are being dealt with in a fragnmented, disconnected manner.

Suggest ed action by the Governi nhg Counci

The Governing Council may w sh to adopt a decision along the foll ow ng
lines:

Bearing in mnd Governing Council decisions 19/1 of 7 February 1997, on
the Nairobi Declaration on the Role and Mandate of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Programme, and SS.V/2 of 22 May 1998, on revitalization, reform
and strengthening of the United Nations Environment Progranme,

Havi ng considered the report of the Executive Director on pronoting
i nterlinkages anmong gl obal environnental issues and human needs
(UNEP/ GC. 20/ 40) ,

M ndful of the inportance of the scientific and policy interlinkages
anong gl obal environmental issues, and their relevance to the human needs of
food, shelter, health and cl ean water
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Noting with appreciation the constructive coll aboration between the
United Nations Environnent Programme and the World Bank in this initiative,
as well as the financial support provided by the United States Nationa
Aeronauti cs and Space Admi nistration,

1. Wel cones the report Protecting Qur Planet, Securing Qur Future:
Li nkages Anbng d obal Environnental |ssues and Hunan Needs

2. Expresses its appreciation to the many experts who contri buted
freely their tine and expertise to the preparation of the report;

3. Urges CGovernments to take into consideration the conclusions and
recomendations of the report in the preparation of their nationa
envi ronment and sust ai nabl e devel opnent strategi es and pl ans;

4. Requests the Executive Director to provide the concl usions and
recomendations of the report to the governing bodi es of gl obal environment
conventions and rel evant international agreements;

5. Further requests the Executive Director to continue work on the
scientific and policy interlinkages anong gl obal environnmental issues and
human needs, paying particular attention to the scientific and policy
I i nkages anmong gl obal and regi onal environment conventions and rel ated
i nternational agreenents;

6. Urges the Wrld Bank and ot her concerned international, regiona
and national organizations to collaborate with the United Nati ons Environment
Programme in this endeavour.
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BACKGROUND

1. The concept for this paper originated at a workshop organi zed by UNEP
in early 1996 on approaches to conserve and sustai nably use biodiversity.

The wor kshop focused principally on the interlinkages between biodiversity
and climate change. The neeting recognized that the scientific comunity,
policy nmakers in Governments and the secretariats of gl obal environnment
conventions treated the issues of climte change, |oss of biologica
diversity, |land degradati on and desertification, stratospheric ozone

depl etion, freshwater degradation, deforestation and unsustainable forestry,
mari ne environnent and resource degradation, and persistent organic
pollutants in isolation, despite being |inked through a set of physical

chemi cal and biol ogi cal processes. At the conclusion of the workshop, UNEP
fornmed a group of experts to prepare a report identifying the key scientific
and policy |inkages anpong these issues, as well as the |inkages between these
gl obal environmental issues and the question of neeting the basic human needs
of adequate food, clean water, energy and a healthy environment. This group
of experts net on several occasions to tackle the conplex task of analysing
the scientific and policy |inkages anong gl obal environmental issues and how
these in turn are |linked to neeting key human needs.

1. THE | NTERLI NKAGES ASSESSMENT REPORT

2. The interlinkages assessment report, Protecting Qur Planet, Securing
Qur Future: Linkages Anbng d obal Environnental |ssues and Human Needs, was
produced with the support of nmany scientists, policy nakers and technica
specialists. It is directed at policy makers who represent their Governments
at the negotiating sessions of environnental conventions, as well as managers
and planners at the national level in mnistries such as environment,
agriculture, forestry, water resources, natural resource nmanagenent, economc
pl anni ng, energy, industry, and heal th.

3. As the end of the millennium approaches, the report clearly shows that
envi ronment al degradation is accelerating and the human condition
deteriorating in many parts of the world. Both are inextricably |inked

t hese gl obal environnental problens are caused by the sanme driving forces of
popul ation size, level of consunption, and choice of technol ogies. The
report clearly signals that the current rate of gl obal environnmenta
degradation is unprecedented and that reversing environnental damage,
dependi ng on the problem can take decades to centuries. 1In the case of |o0ss
of biological diversity, the damage is irreversible.
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4. Three inportant recomendati ons emanate fromthe report:

(a) To effectively respond to gl obal environnental problens, and in
turn nmeet human needs nore effectively, global environnental issues nust be
addressed in a holistic, integrated nanner, building on the same policy
i nstrunments, such as gl obal and regional environnental conventions, and
technol ogi es that are used to contend with these issues currently in a
sectoral nanner;

(b) New i nstitutional partnerships involving Governnments, the private
sector, acadeni a, non-governnental organizations, and civil society are
needed at the gl obal, regional and national |evels to achieve a sustainable
wor | d;

(c) Taking into account the fact that nost changes to the gl oba
envi ronment cannot be reversed quickly and despite scientific uncertainties,
deci sion makers need to adopt wi se, cost-effective, and adaptive managenent
approaches that can be inplenented now.



