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Summary

The present report provides an account of the Fourth Meeting of the Group of Experts for
the “Assessment of Assessments” of the Regular process for global reporting and
assessment of the state of the marine environment, including socio-economic aspects,
held from 4 to 6 November 2008 at the International Maritime Organization (IMO),
London, UK. The meeting was convened subsequent to a Preparatory meeting held from
29 September- 2 October 2008, at Rome, Italy.

The Fourth Meeting of the GoE focused on finalizing the chapters of the report so that
they could be sent our for government and exert Peer-review which is scheduled to take
place from 1 December — 31 January 2009. The GoE als discussed the procedures of the
Peer-Review Process and proposed a list of Peer Reviewers to be invited to participate in
the process (to review either the full report or specific sections of the report).

The AoA and SDM Production schedule was agreed upon by the Group and is available
on the VO. In order to present the reports to the United Nations General Assembly in
October 2009, this schedule needs to be strictly adhered to. The entire GoE are kindly
requested to ensure that they review the final drafts and provide the necessary support
needed to finalize the drafts — particularly during the period February-March 2009.




Item 1 — Opening and Organization of the meeting

A. Welcome and opening

1. Welcome remarks were made by Miguel Palomares, Director, Marine Environment
Division, IMO and Administrative Secretary of GESAMP. He stressed the commitment
of IMO in contributing to the successful implementation of the AoA and said that it was
rewarding to see that the AoA phase was drawing substantially on GESAMP’s long term
knowledge and expertise in the field of marine assessment.

2. Welcome remarks were briefly made by Jacqueline McGlade, co-chair of the AcA
Group of Expert and Director of the European Environment Agency.

3. Welcome remarks were made by Secretariat — UNEP and 10C of UNESCO. In
particular, Salif Diop thanked IMO for hosting the meeting. The next meeting, it was
agreed, would take place at WMO headquarters in Geneva in March 2009. The
Secretariat noted that the process was at a crucial juncture now and hoped that all the
members of the GoE would be able to attend the March 2009 meeting, where the AoA
and SDM reports would be signed-off.

B. Adoption of agenda

The co-chair suggested starting the discussions with Chapter 5 — options and framework
for a Regular Process and the Summary for Decision Makers. The earlier chapters were
discussed on Thursday. The report summarizes the discussions held and decisions made
for each agenda item below.

C. Attendance

The meeting was attended by 11 experts of the GoE. The co-chair of the AHSG, Dr. Elva
Escobar attended the meeting as a representative of the AHSG. Other observers present
at the meeting were the GESAMP Chairman and Officer, the GESAMP review team and
an Editor — Rick Boleans. The list of participants, including the observers present, is
contained in Annex |

Item 2 - Discussion of the AoA report outline and style; Review of modifications
made at the Rome meeting; Update on the process of submitting the AoA report to
UNGA and the Peer-review process

Julian Barbiére, I0C, explained the procedure of the Peer-Review Process which will
involve the following stages:

1) Once that the full draft of the report is ready it will be formatted to include page and
line numbers and will be saved as a PDF file.

2) The pdf will be sent to reviewers and governments and/or it will be uploaded to the
web site and the URL will be sent by email to the reviewers



3) A word template will be sent out to the reviewers and/or uploaded to the website and
they will be asked to send their comments to a single email address created especially
for the peer review process.

4) The secretariat will receive the comments and use a tracking excel sheet to
consolidate and sort the comments by chapter, page number and line number.

5) Once the comments are consolidated, these will be sent to the GoE and the Editor
responsible for the various chapters and annexes. The Secretariat will keep track of
how comments are taken care of in the final AoA draft.

A list of reviewers were identified by the GoE to carry out a comprehensive review of the
whole AoA report (5 chapters and annexes). Reviewers were also identified for the
regional and supra-regional summaries — see Annex 11.

After peer-review, the lead authors who have so far taken the initiative to draft the
chapters (refer to Annex I11) will go through the comments received, however, ALL
Members of the GoE are kindly requested to participate in addressing the peer-review
comments that will be received and providing input and support to these lead authors in
finalizing the Chapters. .

The Peer-review process is scheduled for the period 1 December 2008 to 31 January
2009.

Item 3-Review of GRAMED Database

Emily Corcoran explained latest development of the GRAMED Database. A summary of
the new functionalities of the database is included in Annex IV.

Item 3-Discussion of all chapters and finalization of SDM

The first draft of the SDM was prepared by A. Simcock and discussed with the group. A
new revision will be prepared based on comments received and posted on the VO by A.
Simcock.

The Group agreed on a Production schedule for finalizing all chapters, including the peer
review process and dates for submission of the final report to the AHSG. The schedule is
presented in Annex V.

Item 4 — Dates and venue of GoE V meeting

Following the kind offer of WMO, the Group agreed that it would organize its last
meeting in Geneva from 19-20 March 20009.
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The list of participants provides details of the experts, members of the Secretariat and observers
present at the meeting, as well as Apologies received.
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Note on the changes made to the GRAME Database

In April 2008, UNEP-WCMC signed an agreement with Defra, UK to address 5 areas of work
within the GRAME Database. Work has been front ended to undertake the majority of this work
before the end of 2008, with provision in the project to provide on going support to the GoE with
respect to the database until October 2009.

The aim is to strengthen the GRAMED as a tool for providing information on a range of
attributes relating to the assessment of the marine environment, both to the GoE, and to other
users (e.g. decision makers).

The project will achieve 5 outcomes:

Outcome Progress

1  Further develop the database - including look, feel and volume of entries - v
increasing the major regional and global assessments and related activities in
the database (to include the upload of all expert reviewed individual
assessment templates)

2  Strengthened national level information and better access to information
relevant to individual countries (using the UK as an example)

3 Improved search function to ensure access to the data contained in the
database

4 Improved online data entry system; improved QC; levels of access

5  Visual global summary of the geographic distribution of activities held in the
database by the 21 GRAME regions

AL X X

Summary of progress to date:

The new GRAME Database site is now live, and has undergone review by colleagues within
UNEP-WCMC, and by a number of members of the Group of Experts. This note provides a
summary of the advances that have been made, in particular in the new functionality of the site.
The site has changed a great deal over the past 6 months, and now has a more robust architecture.
All the major changes have now been made, with the remainder of the project funds reserved to
respond to feedback between now and October 20009.

The URL is www.unep-wcmc.org/gramed

Access to the Login area: all members of the Group of Experts have a username and password,
which enables access to the data entry forms, and where required editorial rights. Please contact
me (emily.corcoran@unep-wcmec.org) if you need a reminder of this information.

Outcome 1: look, feel and content

o Design: Redesign of the entire site, the new look is now in keeping with the look and feel of
the A0A site. The two sites are linked, and there is a link from the VO to the Database.

e The structure of the web pages has been developed, and text revisions made (About
GRAMED, Help, Home) and new pages added (e.g. glossary of terms)


http://www.unep-wcmc.org/gramed
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Entered data: Over 200 new assessments (including all the individual templates submitted by
Experts) have been entered.

The draft components of the AoA report have been reviewed, and lists of assessments
mentioned in these texts have been extracted. There are over 400 reports and assessments that
need to be entered into the database. This work has been started, and will continue.

Outcome 2: Strengthened National scale information

Consulting with Defra to identify UK assessments and activities that should be included in
the database

Development of the search tool, to ensure that users can identify national activities for
particular countries, but also identify assessments that are relevant to the region that country
belongs to (e.g. for the UK, you can find national scale assessments, or if searching at the
regional scale, see assessments that are relevant to the regions that the UK is associated with
— NE Atlantic, Wider Caribbean, Indian Ocean, etc)

Outcome 3: Improving access to held data: Search, results and reporting
Search

Two levels of search have been built in to the database. The basic search criteria are provided
in the default search form - which allows the user to browse the dataset geographically, by
types of activities or by using key words (Title (keyword) looks for the keyword just in the
title of the activity and Broad (Keyword) looks through all the relevant free text fields). The
advanced search can be revealed by clicking on the hot link on the search page. This allows
the user to build more complex queries. The user can also search thematic information
retained in Annex A and Annex B, where these have been completed.

Admin search function: this is a tool only available to users with the appropriate access which
is granted on request. The search tool enables the user to download all of the fields of the
data held for the assessments of interest. (not just the 15 summary fields). This will be
downloaded to excel. This is not available to all users as the resultant spreadsheet will have
over 66 columns.

Results

As the user starts selecting the search criteria, the results appear automatically at the bottom
of the screen, and are filtered when different criteria are applied.

The user can search all assessments by selecting “all regions”.

The user can see the individual assessment as a summary or full record

An automated results page has been built (GRAMED Summary Statistics) which draws
information from 28 fields to produce statistics and charts illustrating the current content of
the database. It includes a summary of the thematic coverage of the activity from Annex A
and B. As this is a dynamic page, it changes as new assessments are included.

Export/download reports

The results link through to the individual assessment template, which can be downloaded or
printed to pdf format.

If multiple results are required, the user can download the results list to Microsoft Excel. As a
default the 15 summary information fields are downloaded. The user can then manipulate the
dataset as required

Outcome 4: improved online data entry/ quality control and user access controls



Development of an online feedback form for user feed back, or for users to suggest new
assessments for inclusion; request a password or comment on the database. The feedback
form can be monitored and managed through the site, by the site administrator.
Behind the login in the "Admin Area" There are 3 levels of access: user; editor; admin which
grant different rights.
0 Admin Level
manage user access, assign new users, get rid of defunct logins
edit or delete assessments
review and approve new entries to the database
review and respond to feedback from users
= add or remove information on links and data portals
o Editor level
= add new data portals
= add new assessments (users can now do a bit at a time, and save an incomplete data
entr
= revi)e/\)/v/edit or delete unapproved assessments
= resume incomplete assessments
0 User level
= add new assessment
= resume incomplete assessment
Online Data entry: The format of the data entry form has changed significantly, although the
content is the same as agreed in the past, and retains all the fields of the Individual Template
field. There are a few compulsory fields, so that there is at least a minimum of information in
the database. The data entry form is now divided into 4 pages, with the most critical
information up front, and ability to save each page as you go. It is possible to enter part of the
information, and come back at a later stage to complete the entry. Once the data entry form is
complete the user submits it for validation by the administrator (this ensures that only
credible contributions are authorised and can be seen on the live site).
Quality Control. The data entered to date has been reviewed for duplicates. There has not yet
been QC of the information submitted in the Individual assessment templates.

Questions for the Group of Experts

Is the database of relevance or of use in any other area of your work?
Have you used the database?
Would you recommend the database as a reference tool/ if not why not?

Next steps:

Present database to the UK Marine Monitoring and Assessment meeting, 28 November 2008,
London

December — final debugs and modifications, branding and terminology (depending on
finalisation of definitions for AoA report)

Jan — October — maintenance, responding to comments feedback and requests for assistance;
adding assessments

Development of the next phase: identification of uses beyond the AoA, adaptations required
to support this, steps to improve credibility and robustness of data already in the database,
mechanism for monitoring users and uses of the database, identification of potential funding
sources, preparation of proposals.



ANNEX V
Fourth Meeting of the Group of Experts for the start-up phase, Assessment of
Assessments of the Regular process for the global reporting and assessment of the
state of the marine environment, including socio-economic aspects

A0A and SDM Production Schedule (As agreed at the GoE 1V)

Activities

Timing

Revised drafts of the AoA from lead
authors for all chapters to be posted
on the VO

By the end of this weekend (10
November)

Revised (if necessary) and final
versions of the Regional and Supra-
regional summaries to be posted by
all authors on the VO

By the 10 November in the PEER-
REVIEW folder on the VO

Review of these clean chapters and
summaries by the GoE before it goes
for editing

One week - By the 16 November

Clean copies of the AoA sent to
Editor by the Secretariat (after
consultation with lead authors)

On Monday 17 November

Editing (copy-editing) of AoA +
Annexes (not including the
regional/supra-regional summaries
which have been already edited)

By end of November 2008.

GOE to send Secretariat contact
details of peer-reviewers

By next week

Secretariat to send out emails to
peer-reviewers (warn them about the
number of pages to be reviewed)

By next week

Chapters sent out for peer-review by
Secretariat

On 1 December 2008

External Peer-review for 2 months

(December/January)

Comments to be organized by the
Secretariat and sent to GoE as they

Dec 08/Jan 09




come in: December 2008/January
2009 and authors to review
comments as they come in and
determine how they should be
addressed .

Draft Outreach Plan to be provided by
Secretariat

GOE to take all available opportunities
to start informal outreach (an updated
presentation will be available on the
VO)

Jan/February 2009

As appropriate

Re-drafting of the AoA and SDM to
be completed by the GoE (Secretariat
to arrange discussions on the chapters
and the SDM via tele-conference with
all experts.

In February 2009 (tele-conferences)
All experts are strongly urged to
participate.

Drafts made available by the GoE at
least one week before the GoE V
meeting

One week before 19-20 the March
2009

GoOE V meeting to sign-off on the
chapters and SDM and to discuss
Outreach

19-20™ March 2009

A0A and SDM sent for editing soon
after GoE 1V meeting or end of the
month at the latest.

21 March 2009

Editing - April 2009 (GoE to be
available for discussions with
editor/editors as needed). During
which time the lead authors will have
to look at the edits and sign-off for
lay-out/printing by the end of April

April 2009

AHSG to endorse the edited AcA
and SDM in late April 2008

(tentative dates 22 April)

Outreach activities to begin

Mid-April to June 2009

Production of the English version of
the AoA and SDM report

22 April — 22 May




Production of the language versions
of the SDM starts

22 April — 22 May

Printed copies in English (AoA +
SDM) available early June

Language versions of the SDM
available in early June in time for
the ICP (mid June)

Early June 2009
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